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BOOK XIII. 

Containing the Hiftory of the Etruscans. 


T H E people that inhabited Etruria Propria in the The 2> 

times of the Roman kings were antiently called trufians 
Tyrfenians, Tyrrhenians ,. Etrufcans, Tufcans , and antiently 
fometimes, though very rarely, Etruri. It ap- £ n p 0 flef- 
pears highly probable, that they were matters of almoft all { i0n c f all 
Italy many ages before the building of Rome : for, according Italy* 
to Dionyjtus HalicarnaJJ'enfis , the whole region called by the 
Latins Italia, was named Tyrrhenia by the more antient 
Greeks , which feems to imply that it was fubje& to the Tyr¬ 
rhenians. The Etrufcans , according to Livy and Pliny , anti¬ 
ently pofTetted the whole coun try, extending from the Alps to 
the Apennines . Livy even intimates, that they were in pof- 
feflian of the whole of Italy from the Alps to the ftreights of 
Mefjina ; and Plutarch is of the fame opinion. Strabo fay's 
that the Etrufcans built twelve cities on the fouth fide of the 
Tiber ; and, according to Cato, Silius, Italicus, and Virgil, 
they were the founders of Nola, Capua, Ccefena, and Man¬ 
tua*. 

Italy, though a very antient name, was only firft applied 
to a /mall part of the region afterw ards fo called* namely to 
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the Brut ran territory, and part of Lucania. When the name 
of Italy prevailed over that of Etruria cannot be determined, 
though it is probable the change happened long before the 
building of Rome. 

Their ter- After the EtruJ'cans had been fettled a longtime in the tratt 
ritories a- between the Alps and the Apennines , they were expelled by the 
bridoed Gauls , from whom that country was denominated Gallia Ci- 
by the falpina. Many colonies of the Greeks having fettled in the 
Gauls and fouthern parts of Italy , belonging to the Etrurians , by de¬ 
grees enlarged their territories to a confiderable extent, and 
from them the country acquired the name of Magna Gracia. 
According to Livy , Mela , and Strabo , the Etrufcans were al- 
And by difpoflefted of a large extent of territory by the Samnites 
the Sam- an d Ligurians ; fo that at laft they found themfelves confined 
nifes and within the bounds of Etruria Propria , where, for leveral 


Greeks. 


r- • ages, they made a very confiderable figure. 

** ’ Etruria Propria , or, as it is fimply ftiled, Etruria , 


was 


bounded on the eaft by the Tiber , on the weft by the Ma- 
cra , on the fouth by the Tyrrhenian fea, and on the north by 
the Appenines. Polybius , and thofe who lived after him, 
called it Tyrrhenian but the antient Greeks called it Tyrfenia y 
which name is fuppofed to be derived from Tyrfenus y a Lydian 
prince, who, according to Herodotus , {lib. i.) conduced the 
Tyrfeni into Italy. The Etrufcans called themfelves Rafenee y 
from Rafena , one of their leaders, who perhaps was the fame 
with Tyrfenusy the Lydian prince. 

Etruria was divided into twelve ftates, or tribes, each of 
which was governed by its own prince, called, in the Etrufcan 

Lucurno , and received its denomination from the 


For a particular account of thefe an- 


Thc E- 

trufeans _ ] an g U3 g e? 

were ivi- ca p.; £a j city. Thefe cities were antiently very confiderable, 
de into k u£ fev'eral have been for many ages in ruins. Their names 
12 tubes. were Vdftnip Camers or Clu/ium, Cortona , Perujta y Arretium , 

Falerii , Tarquinii y Volaterrec, RufcllaVetulomi or Vetuloni- 
um, Ccere, and Veil. ^ 
tient cities, and others that were dependent on them in 
Etrurian we muft refer our readers to the learned Dempjler , 
in his defeription of Etrurian and to Gluverius and Muratori. 
Therivers The principal rivers of Etruria were the Macro the Mfar y 
of! Etruria. the -Arnus y the Cecina, the Umbron the Aibinian the Armine or 

Arminia, the Marta , and the Tiber!s ; now the Magra, the 
Serchion the Arno y the Cecinan the Ombronen the Albegna , the 
Fioren the Marta y and the Tevcre, or the Tiber. 

Its lakes. Etruria contained a great number of lakes, the chief of 

which were the following : t. The Locus Thraftmenusn now 
II la go di Per it fa. 2. The Lac us Prilisn now 11 logo de Ca- 
Jliglione. 3. The Lacus Vadimonisn now II logo di BuJJdno. 
4. T he Lacus Bacchant , now II laqo di Bacchano. k. The 


Lacul 


Sa- 


JL acus CimimiSn now II lmr 0 di V icq. 6. The 

b a tins or SabatimiSn now II logo di Bracciano. 7. The Lacus 

T r 1 S' • S' »» » t. -r* 1 ?. J 


VolfmienfiSn now II logo di BolJ'aia. 
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The following fmall iflands in the Tyrrhenian' fea alfo be- Itsifland^ 
longed to Etruria. Ur go, or Organ, now called G organa, f litu- 
ated in the gulph of Pifa : the Mecharia , now Meloria, at a 
fmall diftance from Leghorn : Capraria Mgila , or iEgilum ., 
now Capraia, not far from the north point ot Corftca . Mtha- 
I'ta or Ilva, now Elba, famous for its iron mines, lies off the 
promontory of Piombino. Near it was Pandataria, now Ft- 
anofa, whicber Auguftus banifhed Agrippa. Eaft from thence 
Jay Oglafa, Jgitium, and Artemifta, now Monte Chrijh, Giglio , 
and Giannuti. Etruria antiently produced corn, wine, oil, 
fruits, &c. in great abundance, and has been always noted 
for its fertility. In the maritiiiie parts the air is extremely 
noxious, and even peftilential ; but no part of Italy, or even 
Europe, is reckoned more healthful than the inland and 
mountainous diftridfs. 

According to Dionyjim Halicarnaffenjis, the Tyrfenians , or Origin of 
Etrufcans , were a branch of the Pelafgi that migrated into the Etru* 
Europe not many ages after the difperfion, under the condudl rictus. 
of Tyrfenus, who failed from Smyrna to that part of Italy 
called Umbria. Having expelled the Umbri , and taken from 
them three hundred towns, he and his followers built many 
cities, which remained even to the days of Herodotus *. An - 
ticlides in Strabo mentions, that fome Pelafgi in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Leninus and Imb?'us, failed alfo with Tyrfenus to 
Italy ; from whence it may be concluded, that the Peiafgi 
which failed from Afta and the Grecian Pelafgi had the fame 
origin. 

The Pelafgi are allowed to have been one of the moft an- 
tient nations of the world, and their colonies in the earlieft 
times were numerous and powerful ; but with regard to 
their origin, the learned are not agreed. Befides the colo¬ 
nies of Pelafgi who fettled in Italy, Scipio Maffei has render¬ 
ed it not a little probable, from the fimilitude of manners 
obferved in the two nations, that many Canaanites, or Phoeni¬ 
cians, alfo fixed their fettlements in Etruria. The learned 
Signior Mariani has alfo ftrongly proved, that fome, at 1 eaft, 
of the Etrufcans came from AJJyria. According to Servius , 
the antient name of the Etrufcans was Etruri, and even Etu- 
ri , which is fuppofed to have been given them from the 
name of their parental country, Athuria, or Aturia. Now 
Aturia and AJJyria differ only in dialed! ; and as nothing is 
more frequent than the permutation of A and E in oriental 
words, especially when written in Greek letters, Aiura and 
Etura are looked upon as the fame word, and as the antient 
name of Etruria. Refen was a city of Aturia or AJJyria, from 
whence probably the leader of the Eturian or EtruJ'can colo¬ 
ny was denominated Rafcna. It appears alfo that A four 
was the brother of Lud, the great anceftor of the Ly- 


Dion, Halicsrn. ut fiipra. Herod. 1. i. Strab. I. v. 
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dians *. ' When the Pelafgi, in the time of Deucalion , were 
expelled from TheJJhly by the He liens, many of them retired 
to Italy , and fettled, fome of them at one of the mouths of 
the Po, and others at Cortona in Tujcany +. 

The go- A fimilar form of government, in fome refpe£ts at lead, 

vernment prevailed amongft the Ifraelites and Etrufcans ; for both na- 
of the tions were divided into twelve tribes, or cantons, and in 
Etrufcans. each the priefthood was appropriated to one family. It 

feems hence to follow, that lome bodies of Canaanites or Phoe¬ 
nicians fled to Italy after the Ifraelites had conquered the land of 
Canaan , as it is allowed that the Canaanites imitated the Ifra¬ 
elites in fome things of divine inftitution, and confequently 
might communicate them to other nations. 

Though each of the twelve tribes of the Etrufcans was 
governed by a diftindt chief, or Lucomo, who took upon 
himfelf the adminiftration of affairs in his own province, yet 
over the whole nation a king prefided, who feems to have been 
elected either by the tribes, or at leaft by the princes that 
governed them. This king was confulted on all extraordi¬ 
nary occafions, and convened the general diet of the twelve 
tribes on all prefling emergencies. It may reafonably be 
fuppofed, that the power of every Lucumo was limited ; but 
the Etriifcan kings feem to have been veiled with a fort of 
abfolute authority 

The following are fome of the Etrufcan conllitutions. 
I. No Angle Hate or lucumony could enter upon a war or 
conclude a peace with any neighbouring power, without the 
concurrence of the whole Etrufcan bodv. 2. The Etrufcans , 
by a particular Taw, admitted their women to all nocturnal 
entertainments, in which they were afterwards followed by 
the Romans . 3. They obliged themfelves to treat all fo¬ 
reigners with theutmoft humanity and politenefs. 4. They 
gave all poflible encouragement to the polite arts and to arti¬ 
ficers. 5. In order to deter people from contracting larger 
debts than they were able to pay, the Tufcan boys, by way 
of ridicule, followed all infolvent debtors with an empty 
purfe. 6. 1 he fur a fecialia were firlt obferved by the 
Etrufcans. Their polity in general, as appears from Arif- 
toile and Heraclides Ponticus in Athemeus, feems to have been 
founded upon maxims of the raoft confummate wifdom, and 
they mull have had many good moral inflitutions, fince from 

them the Romans received a fuppiement to their twelve 
tables. 

Their re- The Etrufcans were very fuperftitious idolaters. They 
hgion, worlhipped the Cabiri in common with the antient Greeks 

and Phoenicians, and were initiated in the Samothracian or 
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Cabinan myfteries. Befides the Greek and Roman deities, 
they iiad feveral peculiar to themfelves, fome of which were 
confined to particular towns and diftrifts. Thus Nurfia was 
a goddefs held in the higheft veneration at Vulfinii ; Viridia- 
nus was worfhipped at Narnia ; Valcntia at Ocricuium , &e. 
Vertumnus, Volumnus , Voluj)ina , Voltumna , Pilumnus or Picum- 
nus , Ancharia , Volturnus , “Juturna , Portumnus , Vitnmnusy 
Manturna , Vacuna , £ 5 >. were fome of their principal deities. 
The antient Tufcans had likewife their D /7 Prajiites and 
digetes , as well as the Latins , and other Italian nations. 

The divine fervice and facred myfteries of the Etrufcans 
agreed, in feveral points, with thole of the Greeks , and they 
communicated them to the Romans long before that nation 
had any intercourfe with Greece. Some of the Etrufcan 
myfteries, however, were but little known to the Romans. 
Thefe were the Sacra Satmtbracia or Cabiria , the Sacra My- 
thriaca , and the Acbero 7 itica. By an initiation in the 

iSV/f/77 Cabiria , the antients belie zed men to become more ho¬ 
ly, juft, and pure, and to be delivered from all impending 
dangers. Thofe who were initiated in the Sacra Mythriaca, 
or myfteries of the fon, were not only baptized or purified 
by water, but were likewife purged or refined by fire. The 
Sacra Acherontica were introduced firft into Etruria by Pages ^ 
in order to appeafe the infernal deities, and render departed 
fouls more divine, on which account it was thought requi- 
fite to fprinkle the altars and fepulchres of the Vii Manes 
with human blood. 

As the Ro 7 nans in the early times received every thing re¬ 
lating to religion, and even, as it may be naturally fuppofed, 
their kalendar itfclf, from the Etrufcans , the feftivals, holy 
days, and ftated times of public wor’fhip of the two nations 
muft have agreed in moft particulars*. The Etrufcans bor¬ 
rowed of the Egyptians , or rather of the Phoenician fhepherds 
expelled Egypt , tneir public Applications, pomps, and fo- 
lemn proceflions which happened on fome of their principal 
feftivals. Our readers will find this fully illuftrated by the 
famous Gori. 

The rites and ceremonies ufed by the Harufpices, Augurs, 
Pontifices, c 5 c. at Rome weie derived from the Etrufcans. 
Nay, the Etnjeans feem to have been the moft celebrated na¬ 
tion in the pagan world for (kill in augury and divination. 
At leaft, according to Cicero and Livy , they had this charac¬ 
ter among the Ro?/iariSy who ftiled the knowled ge of every 

thing relating to augurs, priefts, and facrifices, Ars Etrufca , 
or the Etrufcan art. Father Gori has treated at large of thefe 
facred officers, their habits, inftruments, &c. and of the Ti~ 
bicines, Fidicines, and other perfons, who afiifted in the di- 
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Etrufc-. 



| A GENERAL HISTORY 

vine mufic on all folemn occaflons. He has alfo defcribed 
their temples, donaria , peculiar facrificcs, various kinds of 
luftrations, prodigies, altars, expiations, &c. 

According to the Etrufcan writers, Pages, whom fome 
have taken for a god, others for a man, but Cicero fcarce 
knows in what light to conlider him, was the inventor of 
every thing relating to augury and divination. To him 
like wife the Eirufcans owed their Acherontian books, which 
they kept with as much care and vigilance, and efteemed as 
prophetic as thofe of the Sybils were at Rome. The Etruf¬ 
cans adorned the images of their gods with wings, in tne 
fame manner as the Egyptians , and even the Phoenicians. In 
their religion the Eirufcans had fome particularities which 
diftinguiired it from that of every other nation. But the 
antient Egyptian and Phoenician modes of worfhip were the 
fame, for many of the earlieft ages, with thofe uled in Etru¬ 
ria. Nor can any material difference be found between the 
old eft oriental and Etrufcan divinities. 

Theirlan- From what has been faid concerning the origin of the 
guage. Etrufcans , their language mulr have been the fame, or nearly 

fo, with the Hebrew and Phoenician. The firft Pelafgic fet- 
tlements in Etruria are fuppofed to have been made but a 
few centuries after the difperfion, and at that time the lan¬ 
guages of the Egyptians , Afjyrians , Babylonians , Ccltes , Syrians, 
Arabs , &c. mult have approached extremely near to the He¬ 
brew and Phoenician. The affinity of the Etrufcan and Phoenici¬ 
an tongues appears alfo from the letters and manner of wri¬ 
ting antiently ufed in Etruria. The letters are almoft the 
fame with thofe of the earlieft Greeks brought by Cadmus out 
of Phoenicia , and the writing is from the right hand to the 
left, confonant to the practice of the eaftern nations. The 
letters-of the Etrufcans were undoubtedly the firft alphabetic 
characters of Italy, and prevailed at Rome , and in every part 
of Italy , till after the expulfion of the kings. The Etruf¬ 
can inferiptions, which are ftill extant, are of different ages, 
and approach nearer the oriental languages, in proportion 
to their antiquity. Some of them confift chiefly of words 
apparently deducible from thofe languages ; and others in¬ 
dicate a lower period by the Greek words incorporated in 
them. Laftly, others demonftrate an age not preceding the 
lixth century of Rome. From the exprefs teftimony of Gel- 
lius and Strabo we learn, that the Etrufcan alphabet was ufed 
in forrie parts of Italy , and the Etrufcan language fpoken dll 
at leaft very near the Augujlan age *. 

Their arts According to the teftimony of many antient authors, the 
and learn- Etrufcans were extremely well verfed in all the arts of war 
ing. and peace ; and from them the Romans learned thofe arts 
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and fciences that paved the way to the empire of the world. 
Though in the early times the Etrufcans , by their prudent 
and wife regulations, could ferve as examples to their neigh¬ 
bours, yet in after ages they became thoroughly debauched 
both in principle and practice, as may be inferred from 
Athenaus. 

Tages is fuppofed, by feveral of the antients, to have in¬ 
vented augury and divination of all kinds. His fcholar Ba~ 
chetis , who excelled in thefe, committed all the rules, pre¬ 
cepts, and obfervations relating to them to writing. Thefe 
precepts, and the Libri Acherontici of Tages, were held in 
great repute amongft the Etrufcans , who formed their fyftem. 
of augury and divination upon them. This fyftem, together 
with all the principal religious inftitutions, palled from the 
Etrufcans to the Romans. 

Temples alfo, ftatues of the gods and heroes, the manner 
of building cities and razing them, walls and fortifications, 
confecrations, nuptial rites, the enfigns of royalty, diftinc- 
tion of nobles from plebeians, the li&ors, curule chairs, 
and, in fine, almoft every thing that bore any relation to the 
civil government, or to the art of war or military , exercifes 
that prevailed at Rome, the Etrufcans communicated to the 
Romans. 

Agriculture, planting of vines, all kinds of inftruments 
thereto, mills, architecture, particularly that order called 
the Tufcan , mufic, and a great variety of mufical inftru¬ 
ments, many forts of plays and diverfions, efpecially trage¬ 
dies, various kinds of garments, and even the rudiments, of 
phylic, feem to have been introduced into Italy by the 
Etrufcans. 

The art of conftruCting of {hips and navigating them; the 
various branches of naval exercife and difeipline j the method 
of equipping fleets j the forming of magazines, and all kinds 
of armaments; n&y, even the fitting out of corfairs j the 
Etrifcans feem to have been acquainted with before the birth 
of Romulus. The Etrufcans enjoyed an extenfive commerce 
in the earlier ages of the world. Arijlides afierts the Indians 
to have been the moft powerful nation in the eaft, as the 
Etrufcans were in the weft j and Diodorus Siculus tells us, in 
plain terms, that the latter were lords of the fea *. 

It appears from the antients, that the Etrufcans were famed 
for literature as well as for their civil and religious inftitu¬ 
tions : and we learn of Cicero and Livy , that the Romans , in 
the early ages of the republic, fent their- fons for education 
into Etruria ; which country they confidered as the principal 
feat of literature. Suidas mentions a Tufcan author who wrote 
an hiftory of the creation of the world, and a diflertation 
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upon the'completion of it in fix days. 
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of the Etrujcan empire, and predicted its dcftru&ion in the 
tenth. The Greek and Roman writers make mention of a 
great number of Etrufcan authors, whofe works have long 
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a particular treatife upon the Etrufcan inftitutions. 
phrafhis , Sojlratus the emperor, Claudius , and many others, 
alfo wrote concerning the Tufcan nation*. 

Many particulars are mentioned by Cicero , Pliny , and 
other authors, relating to the Etrufcan augury and divina¬ 
tion, which the ancestors of the Tufcans , according to Sci- 
pio Maffei , feem to have brought out of the eaft. The au¬ 
gural discipline had for its objedl both the cclcftial and tcr- 
reftrial globes, and, in order to facilitate the augural opera¬ 
tions, the heavens v/ere divided into fixteen parts. 

The Etrufcans believed one fupreme being, whom they 
called Juvc, and confidered as the great governor of the uni- 
verfe, and as the principle of life and motion. They were 
firmly oerfuaded of the immortality of the foul, and there¬ 
fore believed a future ftate of rewards and punifhment, tho’ 
in later times they feem to have followed the fyftem of Py¬ 
thagoras , and to have adopted the metempfyehofis, or tranf- 
migration of that philofopher. The generality of the Tuf- 
tans, however, adhered to the Sabian fuperftition, as did 
moil of the inhabitants of the eaft. 

Muiic the Etrufcans confidered as a divine art, and they 
feem to have been greatly delighted with it. They were 
likewife famous for their curious refearches into the pro¬ 
ductions, operations, and phenomena of nature, and were 
alfo acquainted with poetry, frequently celebrating the 
prajfes of their gods, and relating the great achievements of 
their heroes, as well as deferibing the arcana of aftronomy, 
philofophy, &c. in verfe. The Etrufcans had a peculiar 
tafte for all kinds of theatrical reprefentations, to which 


we may add, that they abounded with aftors, who danced 

not ungracefully. Their attention to naval affairs muff have 
led them to cultivate aftronomy and the mathematical fei- 
enees. They were famous for military learning j and Ro¬ 
mulus, according to Plutarch , was inftru&cd in lome impor¬ 
tant points by the Etrufcans. The Tufcan mechanics and 
artificers were in high repute among the Greeks; and Tar- 
quin fent to Etruria for workmen, when he refolvcd to build 
a temple to ’Jupiter Tarpeius. According to Tacitus and 
Athenaus , horle-faces and gladiators palled to Rome from 
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Etruria. The Etrujcans had brought painting to great per¬ 
fection before the birth of Romulus ; and the colours on ma¬ 
ny Etrujcan vafes lately difcovered appear as freffi and recent, 
as if done not many years a<jo*. 

Not long after the difperuon at Babel , the pofterity of Ja- The E~ 
van are thought to have fettled themfelves in Etruria , which trufcam 
was afterwards peopled by colonies, at different times, from fettle in 
AJJyria , Egypt , Phoenicia , Lydia , and other countries. Ja- Italy a few 
van’s pofterity, Mcfcs tells us, fettled in the ifles of the Gen- centuries 
tiles, and Bochart and Bifhop Stillingjieet have proved, that after the 
the ifles of the Gentiles comprehended both Greece and Italy, deluge* 
The leader of the fons of 'Javan is fuppofed to have been 
the 'Janus of the Latins , who feems to have been the fir ft 
king of Etruria , and the moll antient of the Italian deitiesf. 

He was fuppofed, by fome of the antients, to have ereCfed 
a town, or city, on one pf the feven hills of Rome, from 
him called Janiculum , and there to have held his refidence. 

The Etrujcans were infpired by him with proper fentiments 
of religion, and he alfo taught them agriculture and the ufe 
of wine. The introducing of this liquor, however, pro¬ 
ved his ruin ; for after he had civilized his fubjeds, he was 
deftroyed by a body of them intoxicated with wine, who 
imagined themfelves to be poifoned by him. Numa Pompi - 
Hits paid a great regard both to his civil and religious infti- 
tutions, and from him denominated the firft month of the 
year Jannarius. Vanilia is mentioned as the wife, and Ca- 
mejes as the filler of Janus. The former, it is faid, bore him 
a fon ; and the traCt about Janiculum received the name of 
Janiculum from the other. According to fome, Janus had 
one fon and four daughters. His fon, named Tiberinus, they 
lay, fucceeded him, and had for his fuccefior Vertumnus , or 
Vadimon , who was lucceeded by Aunus%. 

According to Valerius Maximus, the Etrujcans, or Pelajgi, 
were defeended from the Curetes , who are demonftrated to 
have been the fame with the Cretans, Crctkites, Cerethites, or 
Phi li/lines. This accounts for the affinity of the cuftoms, 
manners, arts, and learning of the Etrujcans and Phoenicians . 

As the Phill/lines came from Caphtor, or Crete, to Canaan, a 
confiderable time before Abraham’s arrival there, we may 
reafonably fuppofe the Philijlines, Crcthites, or Pelajgi, to 
have detached a colony from Crete to Italy in Abraham’s 
days, though other colonies afterwards from different parts 
helped to people the country. When the firft Pelajgic fet- 


* Senec. nat. queft. 1 . ii. Strab. 1 . x. Ant. Fran. Gor. ut 
fupra. Dempfter. Athen. Deipnoloph. I. iv. vi, and x. Plot, 
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dement in Etruria happened, the conftitution introduced in- 
The firft to Italy by Janus ftill prevailed. But, foon after the Lydian 
form of colony under Tyrfcnus , this received a very conliderable alte- 
govern- ration } for he divided Etruria into twelve tribes, or dynaf- 
ment in ties, over which their refpcctive princes prefided, who in 
Etruria, extraordinary emergencies only were fubject to one fupreme 

head. 

The Pe- Etruria was alfo peopled by a colony of PeJafgi from 
la/gi mi- Mmonia. Thefe Pelafgi being expelled from /Emonia by 
grate from Deucalidh , went to their old kindred about Dodona j but af- 
JEmonia terwards, finding the country too fmall for them, they, by 
into Italy, the admonition of the oracle, proceeded to Italy. Part of 

them fettled at one of the mouths of the Po , called Spines , 
and built a city there, to which they gave the name of Spina ; 
while another part of them penetrated into the inland part 
of Italy. Thole who fixed at Spina fortified themfelves, 
got great fupplies of provifions by fea, in a fhort time 
made themfelves mailers of the Adriatic , and long pof- 
fefled the fovereignty of that fea. The Pelafgi , who left 
their brethren at Spina , advanced to Reate , where they en¬ 
tered into an alliance with the Aborigines again ft the Xjmbri. 
The new allies made an irruption into Umbria , and took by 
a fault Croton , or Cortona , a fort refs of great ftrength. The 
Pelafgi and Aborigines made this city their principal maga¬ 
zine and place of arms, and afterwards reduced many other 
Umbrian towns. Some time after, they undertook an expe¬ 
dition againft the Siculi , feized upon feveral of their towns, 
and, at laft, forced them to retire to Sicily *. 

This retreat of the Siculi , however, muft have happened 
many years after the alliance of the Pelafgi and Aborigines , 
as it is placed by Hellanicus , Lcjbius , and "Pbiliflus of Syra- 
cufe , quoted by Dionyfius , only about three generations be¬ 
fore the Trojan war. Thefe Mmonian Pelafgi feem not to have 
remained long in a flourifhing condition \ for, according to 
another author quoted by Dionyfius , the country they inha¬ 
bited was fo parched by an immoderate drought, about two 
generations before the Trojan v/ar, that it became entirely 
barren, and the air being alfo infe&ed by the violent heats, 
and a mortality prevailing, they, for the moft part, returned 
to Greece , where they were known by the name of the Tyr- 
fenian Pelajgi, on account of their late intercourfe with thofe 
in Italy. Thofe IE mo nian Pelafgi , who ftill remained in 
Italy , appear to have been fixed about Cortona ; and Diony - 
Jus of Halicarna/jiis feems to intimate, that their pofterity 
continued in poneffion of that city almoftto his time. 

From an author cited by Atbenaus it appears, that the 
Etruj'cans were a maritime power in the time of the Argo- 
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nauts , with whom they are faid to have had a bloody en¬ 
gagement, which probably happened in the bottom of the 
Adriatic , not far from Tcrgejle , now Triejle , as Jaj'on, ac¬ 
cording to Pliny and Strabo , patted by there. The Etn, 
cans appear, therefore, to have made a figure at fea before die 
Greeks , and to have demanded refpeft on the waterv element 

_ r _ » * 1 - 
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Arijiidt 


Troj 


Pelafgi , the Tyrfe 


ans pofleffed themfelves of the cities and towns they had 
abandoned, and remained matters of them till they were 
obliged to fubmit to the Roman yoke. From the departure 
of the Mmonian Pelafgi to the conclufion of the Trojan war, 
the Tyrfcnians probably made a conttderable figure, though 
we find little faid of them in antient hiftory. 

ing alarmed at the arrival 
a league with the Rutuli 


Mezentiu 
/Eneas 


Mezentius 

the 


„. „ — —- joins 

againft the new intruders, and took the field with a power- Rutuli 

fui army. An engagement happened near Lavinium , be- againft the 

twixt him and the Latin and Trojan forces, headed by Mneas^ Trojans 

when both fides behaved with great bravery. Mezentius , and La- 


Numicius 


/Eneas koinv tins . 


river, upon which the army he commanded retired to Lavi¬ 
nium f. According to Livy, Etruria at this time was a very 
powerful ftate, and the whole continent of Italy , from the 
Alps to the {heights of Sicily, was filled with the fame of its 
great exploits. 


Fejhts affirms, that king Latimus himfelf was 
flain iff the battle of the Numicius. After that a&ion Me- 
zeniius fortified himfelf at a fmall diftance from Lavinium , 
which fo terrified Eurilion, furnamed Afcanius, the young 
king of Latium , then only fourteen years of age, that he 

for an accomodation. 


made 


Mezentius , elated 


overtures 

with his fuccefs, prefcribed to the Latins the fevereft condi¬ 
tions, particularly demanding all the wine produced every 
year in the territory of Latium. The Latins being highly 
mcenfed at his demands, Eurilion broke off the negotiation, 
and foon after attacked Laufus , the fon of Mezentius , who 
was potted near one of the gates of Lavinium. Laufus fuf- 
fering himfelf to be furprized in the night, the whole Etruf- 
can army was thrown into diforder, and obliged to retire 
with confiderable lofs, Laufus himfelf being among the flain. 

Mezentius , with the remains of his troops, being next morn¬ 
ing invefted by the Lathis , agreed to a peace, by which the Mezentius 
river Tiber was made the common boundary of Etruria and and the 
Latium . This treaty was fo religioufly obferved by the Latins . 


A peace 
betwixt 


* Plin. 1. iii. Strab 1 . i. Val. Flac. Orgon. 1 . iv. Dempftera 
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Etrufcam , that they never afterwards interfered with the 
Latfn affairs. There is no account extant of the tranfac- 
tions of the Etrufcans from the death of JEncas to the birth of 
Romulus ; but as it cannot in the leaft be doubted, that the 
Etrufcans had good hifforians, and even pontifical annals, 
fince the Romans received the cullom of keeping fuch annals 
from that people, fuch a chafin is not to be imputed to 
them, but to the Romans. 

The E- The Etrufcans were a powerful and polite nation when Ro- 
trufeam a mulus founded, or rather reftored, Rome. That prince could 
powerful not carry the defigns he had formed into execution without 
people in their afliftancc, and being indebted to them for the greateft 
the time part of his civil and religious inftitutions, he probably made 
of Rcmu- thofe of that nation large offers who chofe to fettle in his city. 
lus. Caele Vibetma , a Tufcan general, having led a body of Taj can 

troops to Rome, Romulus placed him upon a hill near the city 
which had then no name, but ever fince has been called the 
hill Gudins. When the Sabines marched againft the Romans 
lie rc- to revenge the rape of their daughters, an Etrufcan Lueumo 

ecives aflifted the latter with a body of troops. The Sabines in the 

iuccours engagement which enfued were at firft repulfed; but Romulus 
frornihem being wounded and carried off' fenfelefs, they recovered their 
againft the courage and fell with fury on the Romans. 1 he Lueumo, in 
Sabines, the mean time, oppofed them with great bravery till Romulus 

recovered himlelf and rallied his troops,when he was ffain with 
a javelin after he had penetrated into the Sabine legions, which 
were at length defeated*. Livy takes not the leaff notice 
of the iuccours the Etrufcans afforded Romulus in the Sabine 
war. 

A rupture Some years after, a rupture happened between the Etruf- 
bctween cans and the Romans , on account of the city Fidenee, which 
the Etruf- the latter had feized. As this city ffood on the north fide 
cans and of the Tiber , the whole Tyrfenian body were extremely un- 
the Ro- eafy at its being taken by the Romans. The Veientes think- 
mans. ing themfelves more affected by this event than any of the 

other Etrufcan Lucomonies, fent an embafly to Rome to de¬ 
mand the refforing of the Fidcnates to their liberty, and the 
reinftating them in the lands that had been taken from them. 
The anfwer of the Romans not being fat is factory, the Veien¬ 
tes marched with an army againft Fidenee. but were defeated 
by Romulus, with confiderable lots. As Veii was at this time 
as large and populous as Athens was in the time of Diony- 
jius, the Veientes again took the field ; but in a fecond battle 
were totally overthrown by the Romans , and purfued to the 
walls of Veii. _ Romulus ravaged the country of the Veientes , 
plundered their camp, and took a great many prifoners, 
among whom was the old king of Veii. The Veientes greatly 
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Jy affected with their lofles in thefe two expeditions, follicit- 
ed a peace, which was granted them on the following con- A peace 
ditions. They furrendered up to the Romans a frnall uiftrict betwixt 
on the banks of the Tiber , in which were {even fmall towns, the Veien* 
and alfo refigned to the conquerors their right in fome fait- tes and 
pits which were near the mouth of the river, at the fame the Re¬ 
time giving many of their chief citizens as hoftages for their mans. , 
fidelity. 

The Romans , in the reign of Tullus Hojlilins , having fome A frefh 
difpute with the Aibans^ the Veientes and Fidenates took that rupture 
opportunity of forming a defign of fhaking off the Roman betwixt 
yoke, intending to fall upon the Rotnans and Albans after them, 
they fhould have weakened each other by a battle. They 
were prevented from putting their defign in execution, and 
the Romans having had notice of their intention, Tullus , the 
year following, fummoned the Fidenates to appear before the 
fenate, to juftify their late conduft. The Fidenates refufed 
fuch a fuhmifiion, and, at the inftigation of Fiiffetius, an 
Alban general, took arms againft Ro?ne. Fujfetins , who was 
trufted with the command of one wing of the Roman army, 
fuffered the Fidenates to take poffefiion of his ground ; but 
Tullus declaring to the Romans , that he had a&ed fo by his The Fi- 
order, his troops fo exerted themfelves, that in the end he denates 
gained the victory. The Fidenates being foon after befieged obliged to 
by Tullus , were again obliged to lubmit to the Romans , who fubmic to 
fuffered them, however, to live under the fame form of go- the Ro- 
vernment as before. ^ mans. 

Ancus Martins , the fucceffor of Tullus , feized on the hill 
yaniculus , which belonged to the Etrufcans. His pretext for 
this encroachment was, that the Etrufcans made frequent 
incurfrons upon the banks of the Tiber ; that the Roman 
merchants had been often plundered by them there j and, 
that they had rendered the navigation upon the river very 
unfafe. The neighbouring nations were doubtlefs greatly vo jt an( j 
difgufted with this encroachment, and w T e find that the Ft- are ' a • 
donates revolted a fecond time, a few years after this affair rec j U ced 
happened. Ancus laid fiege to their city, and having taken 
it by fap, treated the citizens with tolerable lenity, but left 
a ftrong garrifon in the place, to keep them in awe. 

The l Teientcs , about five years after, having made an in- 
curfion into the Roman territories, the Romans , in return, 
invaded the dominions of Veit. Ancus made himlelf mafter 
of the camp of the Veientes , and, the year following, gave 
them a total overthrow, which obliged them to fubmit to a 
peace upon the former terms. 

In the beginning of the reign of Tarquinius Prifcu :, who 
fucceeded Ancus , and was by birth an Etrufcan , the Latins 
and Sabines entered into a confederacy againft the Romans. 

Five cantons of the Etrufcans ,. namely, that of Clufiutn , of 
Rufell(S , of Volaterrec , Arctium , and Veitulonia, joined the 
Latins , and, upon the arrival of their reinforcements at the 

Lathi 
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Latin camp, a general a£lion enfued, which proved fatal to 
the allies. The Latins being obliged to fubmit to the Romans, 
the Etrufcans returned to their own country with the remains 
of their forces. 

A few years after, the Gauls , having pa fled the Alps, de- 
A general feated the Etrufcans on the banks of the ' Ticinus, and feizcd a 
confidera- large extent of territory. Another body of Gauls having 
cy of the foon after defeated the Unibri and Etrufcans , and extended 
Etrufcans their conquefts on the Po ; the Etrufcans were more follici- 
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again if 

Rome, 


They are 
obliged 


tous to oppofe the Romans than the Gauls, and accordingly, 
in a national diet, agreed to unite the whole power of Etru¬ 
ria againft Rome, decreeing, that if any city prefumed to 
Hand neuter, it fhould never, for the future, be entitled to 
the protection of the Etrufcan body. Their army having 
palled the Tiber, and taken pofleflion of Fidcna , ravaged the 
Roman territories during tne whole campaign. The war 
ieems to have been owing to an arbitrary proceeding of the 
Romans, who, inftead of granting a favourable anfwer to 
the Etrufcan ambafiadors, who were fent to demand fome 
prifoners, detained the envoys as hoftages for the fidelity of 
their nations. 

Tarquin, the following fpring, having afiembled all his 
legions and auxiliaries, gave part of them, to his coufin 
Egerius or Collatinus , who marched again ft Fide nee, while 
the king made an incurfion into the territories of the Veil. 
The Etrufcans in Fidenes furprifed the camp of Egerius, and 
routed his different detachments difperfed in the country ; 
but Tarquin was more fuccefsful in the lucumony of Veil, 
where he committed dreadful depredations, and, after de¬ 
feating the Etrufcans in two engagements, retired into his 
own dominions. Soon after, the Etrufcans were defeated 
near Fidenee by the Romans, who thereupon made themfelves 
mafters of that city. They made the Etrufcan garifon pri¬ 
foners of war ; whipped with rods, and then beheaded, all 
who were fufpedled of betraying the city to the enemy; 
diftributed the lands of the Fidenates among their own 
troops, now left to guard the place, and fent the former 
citizens into perpetual banilhment. The Etrufcans feem to 
have been excited by. this extreme feverity to make an ex¬ 
traordinary effort againft the Romans ; but their army being 
totally routed at E return, a fmall city of the Sabi ties, by the 


to afk a Romans , they were forced to afk a peace of the conquerors. 
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which was granted them upon reafonable terms. 

This war, which lafted nine years, being thus _^ 

the Etrufcans enjoyed repofe for fome time; but being {fill 
jealous of the Romans, they fent feme troops to the afliltance 
of the Sabines , which were, however, defeated by Tarquin . 
f wo years after, Tarquin , in the fame war, received a rein¬ 
forcement of htrujeans, and by their a Alliance gave the Sa¬ 
bines a inoft memorable defeat.' In the reign of Servius Tid- 
Hus, the Lucomonies of Care and Tarquin;; a filled the Vei- 
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cntis againft the Romans , but were defeated by Tullius. About 
four years after, Servius attacked and difperled another army 




Not 


Etruria joined to diftrefs the Romans ; but being defeated by 
Servius in feveral battles, they were obliged again to beg a 


peace 


Herodotus , that the Etrnfc 


The 


time, made a confiderable figure at fea; for he tells us, that tru/cans 
a Phoctean fquadron, after a bloody engagement in the fea of powerful 
Sardinia , put to flight a ftrong fleet compofed of an Etrufcan a t fea. 
and Carthaginian fquadron. This event is placed by Arch- 
biftiop UJher in the year before Chrijl 543, which coincides 
with the year of Rome 208. About twenty years after this, 

Dionyftus relates that the Eirufcans inhabiting the coaft of the 
Ionian fea, in conjunction with the XJmbri , and other Italian 
nations, undertook an unfuccefsful expedition againft the 
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Campania. In the year of Rome 242, the 
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armies fought with great obftinacy, and when night parted ( r„ rGU :„ 
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abandoning their camp before morning, the Romans plun- Rome. 
dered it, and returned as conquerors to Rome. 

After this battle, Tarquin took refuge at Clujium , the refi- 
dence of king Par fen a, who fent a threatning embaffy to 
Rome in his behalf. The Romans not returning a fatisfacrory 
anfwer, Porfena undertook to reftore Tarquin by force of 
anns, and advanced towards Rome with a formidable army, 
which greatly alarmed the fenate, efpecially as a. confiderable 
body of Latins had joined the Etrufcans. Porfena arrivingat 


Janiculum by aflault 


They 


Roman garrifon to retire into the city with great precipation. befiege 
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and drew up their troops to oppofe the enemy; but, after an 
obftinate engagement, were defeated, and obliged to repafs 
the river by the bridge Sublicius , which Horatius Codes and 
Sp. Lartius defended for fome time againft the whole Etrufcan 
army, till it was broke down by their countrymen. Porfena 
having fixed his head quarters upon the hill Jar.iculus , fent 
part of his forces over the river in boats ; where having for¬ 
tified themfelves, they ravaged the Roman territories, and 
greatly diftrefled the city. The confuls, by giving out that 
they intended to fend lome cattle to pafture from the gate 
Efquilina , drew the Etrufcans into an ambufeade, and cut oft 
five thoufand of their men. Mucius Cordus alfo having made 


Rome. 
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Tarqtiin ;. The reafons nil edged by the Romans for the expwj- 
fion of their fting, prevailed with Porfeua to make him aban- 


Porfenna don his intereft. He accordingly retired with his army from 
agrees to faniculum , but required of the Romans a reftitution of th 

u # /i . rt , tx 1 ■ • « i r- rr • • i • i * 

a peace 
with the 


diftricb ceded to Romulus by the people of Veil \ which the 
fenate agreed to without hefitation. When the peace was 


Romans, concluded, P or fen a , in the moft generous manner, made a 

prefent of his camp, well ftored with all kinds of provifions, 
to the Romans. The goods were fold by auftion; and the 
Romans , to fhew their gratitude for fo feafonable a prefent, 
made proclamation at the fale in the following words : Thefe 
are Porfena’r goods. This exprefiion was repeated ever after¬ 
wards when any effects belonging to the public were to be 
fold. Porfcna , before he returned home, fent his fon Arum 
with a body of troops to reduce Aricia , but the expedition 
proved unfuccefsful, Aruns being killed, and his army de¬ 
feated. The remains of his troops took refuge in the Roman 
territories ; and being conducted to Rome by orders of the 
confuls, were received with the greateft humanity. They 
had quarters allotted them, were maintained and cured of 
their wounds at the expence of the public. The kind re¬ 
ception they met with being publifhed all over Etruria , had 
fuch an effedt upon the Etrufccms , that many of them chofe 
to incorporate with the Reman citizens. The part of the 
city afligned them to dwell in, was ever afterwards called the 
Etrufcan lfreet. In the year of Rome 261, the Romans being 
threatned with a famine, the Etrnfcans relieved them by fend¬ 
ing provifions down the Tiber to Rome. 

New dif- A few years after, the Romans , under the confiil Servius 
putes be- Cornelius , made an irruption into the territories of Vei /, 
twixt the where they committed dreadful devaluations. The Veientes , 
Romans by fending ranfoms for the redemption of their captives, and 
and Vei- by diftributing a film of money among the leading people at 

Rome , obtained a truce for a year. Three years after, the Vei¬ 
entes ravaged the Roman territories, which excited the Romans 
to lead an army into their country. The army of Veientes , be¬ 
ing reinforced from the other Lucomonies, gained a vidtory 
over the Romans^ and plundered their camp, where they found 
a great quantity of provifions. This fuccefs animating the 
Etrnfcans , each of their cantons, the following year, fent re¬ 
inforcements to the army of Veii. The Romans railed two 
confular armies to oppofe them, and marched into the Etruf- 
ean territories; but for forne tjme kept their troops within 
their camp, which ferved to heighten their ardour, and ren¬ 
der the Etrufcms foolifhly confident. The Roman troops at 
length threatiling to mutiny, the confuls led them out of 
their camp. The Etrnfcans being confident of victory, be¬ 
gan the engagement with the greateft intrepidity, and threw 
the left wing of the Romans into uborder: but the Ro?nans 
before the action having taken an oath either to die or con- 


entes. 


quer, fought with great obftinacy, and at length repulfed the 

Etrufcans* 
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Etrufeans. During the action a body of the Vdenies forced 
die 'Roman camp, "but vverc foon after obliged to abandon it< 

The Etrufeans , by quitting their camp the night following,, 
and retiring farther into the country, refigneu the honour of 
the victory to the Romans, who had fullered very confiderably 
in the action. 

The Romans , the following year, invaded the territories of 
the Vdenies, who fell upon them when difperfedand put many 
of them to the fword. They were prevented from gaining a 
complete victory over them, by fome reinforcements that 
joined them under Siceius , and afterwards. under Fabius. 

Thcfe generals retreating foon after, the Vdentes made in- 
curfions as far as the hill • Janiculus , and infulted Rome itfelf. 

The Roman legions being then difoanded, the Fabian family 
railed a body of troops at their own expencc, and carried on 
the war with fuccefs again!! the Veicntcs upon the frontiers. 

Having fortified an advantageous place upon the Crcmcra^ 
now the Valca , they from thence terribly galled the Veientes , 
who, not being able to reduce the fortrels by their own 
flrength, prevailed on all the Etrufcan Lucomonies to lend 
them auxiliaries. The united army of the Etrufeans, how- 
ever, was defeated the following year by the conful /Emilius, 
who having taken their camp, gave the plunder of it to his 
troops, who were greatly enriched by it. The Vdentes , A peaefr 
Upon this defeat, fued for peace; which was granted them betwixt 
on condition of their fupplying the Roman troops with corn the Ro¬ 
hr two months, and paying the expcnce of the war for fix. mans and 
The Etrufeans about this time attacked the city of Cuma: both y e i ente s. 
by fea and land. The Cumaans having obtained a consider¬ 
able fleet from Micro, king of Syractfe, attacked and defeated The E- 
that of the Etrufeans, which obliged them to rail'e the liege, trufcar.S 

The Etrufeans, upon hearing of the feparate peace con- make an 
eluded between the Remans and Vdcntes , cited the latter to unfuccels- 
appear in a national aflembly, and declared their precipita- ful attack 
tion in reconciling themfelves to Rome criminal. That the upon Cu- 
Vcientes might have a pretence for breaking with Rome, the m<e. 
other Lucomonies advifed them to infill:, that the fort lately 
railed by the Fabii fhould be dcmoiifhed. The Romans re- 
fuling to agree to this, both lides prepared for war. The New hof- 
Etrufcans began with the fiege of the tort, which withftood filiues be- 
their efforts for a conliderable time. The greatelf part of the twixt the 
garifon at length being deyoyed into an ambulcade, were cut Etrufeans 
off by the Etrufeans , who putting the heads of thofe they ant Fthe 
had flain on the tops of their lances, advanced towards the Romans, 
fort, which they made themfelves mailers of, putting all the 
Romans to the fword. The Etrufeans foon after defeated the * 

Conful Menenius , and made themfelves mailers of the Reman 
camp. After this they palled the Cremera, fpread themfelves 
over the Roman territory, and feized the hill Janiculus ; which 
obliged the Romans to recall the other conful, Horatius, from 
the Volf clan war to defend the city. Soon after his arrival, 

V 01. IV. C ther<? 




f idcnre 

revolts 
from 
R owe. 


A 


GENERAL HISTORY 


there happened two brilk actions between the Etrufcans and the 
Romans , in which neither fide could claim any great advantage. 
r i he following year the new confuls refolved to attempt the 
recovery of Jamculus, and having palled the Tiber about mid¬ 
night with all the Roman forces, attacked the Etrufcans the 
day following. The engagement was bloody and obftinate, 
but in the end the Etrujcans were obliged to retire to their 
camp on the top of the hill, which they abandoned however 
the nivht following. The next year the Sabines declared war 
againlt the Romans, and fent an army towards Veii to a& in 
conjunction with the Etrujcans. Before the Sabines, however. 


could join the Etrujcans , they were defeated by the conful 
Valerius. He loon after engaged the Etrufcans, who difputed 
the victory a long time with great bravery, but were at laft 
obliged to”retire into their entrenchments, which being at¬ 
tacked by the Romans , they were alfo forced to abandon 
them. The Rojnans , after refting one day, prefented them- 
felves before Veii ; but not being in a condition to form the 
liege of that city, and the Etrufcans declining an engage¬ 
ment, Valerius pillaged their lands, and turned his arms 
againlt the Sabines. The following year, the city of 
Veii being blocked up by a Roman army under the conful 
Manlius , the Veientes were obliged to fue for peace, which 
was granted them for forty years, on condition that they paid 
the expence of the war for one year, and furnilhed Manlius 
with corn to fubfift his troops for two months. 

In the year of /come 315, the city of Fidence revolted from 
Rome to the Veientes ; and when the Romans lent ambafladors 
thither, to know the realcn of the revolt, the Fidcnatcs 
rnaifacred the envoys, contrary to the law of nations. To- 
lumidus , king of Veii , and fupreme head of the Etrujcan na¬ 
tion, allemhled an army to protect the Fidcnatcs , and palling 
Anio, advanced towards Rome. An engagement hap- 


t n e 


pening betwixt him and the conful Sergius, he thought pro¬ 
per to repats the Anio , and being reinforced by a body of 
FaliJ'ci, he encamped before the walls of Fidena. Not long 
after, however, he was defeated and llain by the Roman dic¬ 
tator, Mam evens /Emilias, who afterwards ravaged the whole 
territory of Veii. The following year the Romans again en¬ 
tered the territories of the Veientes, took feveral prifoners, 
hut could not reduce any of the towns, in which the Etruf- 
car.s had Ihut themfelves up. The year after, the Veientes 
and Fidcnatcs palled the Anio, and penetrated almoft to Rome. 
'I hey were loon obliged to retire from the city by the dic¬ 
tator Servdius Prijeus, who followed them with an army, 
and defeated them near Momentum. The dictator foon after 
making himlclf mailer of Fide nee, the Veientes and Falifce 
were greatly alarmed, and applied to the whole nation of 
the Utrvjoms for iuccours. But the general diet anfwercd 
them, that as they had begun a quarrel with Rojuc without 
imparting their d align to the Etrujcan body, they mull not 

expeft 
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c^peft any fuccours. Two years after, the Veientes again 
endeavoured to bring the Etrujcan nation to a declaration of 
war again# Rome, but without effe<#. 

Though they were thus left to themfelves, they did not* 
however, fue for peace, and about fix years after, when 
the Romans had invaded their territories, they attacked and 
defeated them. The Etrufcan body, neverthclefs, ftill refu- 
fed to join in alliance again# Rome , but allowed a good 
number of volunteers to join the VeienUs . The FidenateS 
who had again become lubjcdf to the Romans , having, 
a.bout the fame, time, mafiacred all the^ new inhabitants y g -^ 
fent thither from Rome, joined the Veientes, which oh- gntei Hn( j 
lived the Roman army to retire under the walls of Rome. pi^ tnates 

The dictator* /Emilias, however, foon after advanced again# defeated 
Ft denes, when a bloody engagement enfued. In the heat of j 
the a&ion a body of Fidenaics , dreffed like furies, rallied. out J 1 
of their city with lighted torches in their hands, and threw omans * 
the left wing of the Romans into great diforder, which, how¬ 
ever, was foon remedied by the dictator, who at length 
gained a complete victory. The Veientes, who fled to the 
Tiber, were flaughtered in great numbers, and the Romans 
entering Fidenes with the inhabitants, took pofieflion of the 
place. This blow fo terrified the Veientes that they begged 
a truce with the Romans for twenty years. 

In the confulate of C. Sempronius Abratinus and Fabius 
Vibulanus , Vulturmim , a city of the Capuans, called afterwards 
Capua , was feized upon by the Samnites • They having tired out 
the Etrufcans by a long and bloody war, prevailed upon that 
nation to permit them to fettle in this city and its territory. 

Some time after, they treacheroufly maffacred all the antient 
inhabitants the night after a folemn feftival, when they were 
opprelfed with fleep and feafting. From this we may infer* 
that the Etrufcans had long and bloody wars with the Sam¬ 
nites before the year of Rome 330, no particulars of which 
have been tranfmitted down to us by any antient hiftorian, 
and that the Etrufcan nation was not at that time confined 
within the limits of Proper Etruria . About eight years after 
this event, the Veientes made preparations for a new war 
with the Romans ; but before they began hoftilities, the 57 - 
her having overflowed its banks, and damaged their lands, 
they were terrified by the omen, and laid afide all thoughts 
of a rupture. After the truce was expired, the Romans de¬ 
manded fatisfaction of the Veientes , for the injuries done by 
them to their republic ; but the people of Veii reprefenting 
that their city could not comply with their demands for a 
year to come, became they were then difturbed with do- 
meftic broils, the Rc?nans refted fatisfied. The following 
vear the Roman ambafihdors being treated with great info- The Ro- 
lence at Veii, the year after, the Romans marched with an mans lay 
army again# that city : and though it was ftrongly fortified, fiege to 
and fituated on an eminence almoft impregnable, they be- Veii, 
fieged it in form. This enterprife occafioned the afiembling 
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of a general diet of the Etnjcans , who ncverthelefs came to 
no rel’olution to affift the Veientes . 

Little was done by the Romans in the feeond year of the 
ffege ; in the third, the Veientes made an alteration in their 
form of government, and created themfelves a king, which 
gave great offence to the other lucomonies, as the new king 
was perfonally odious to them on account of his haughti- 
nefs, he having, fome years before, interrupted the celebra¬ 
tion of their public games by carrying off the greateft part 
of the aCtors, who were his Haves. The Etrufcans therefore 
determined to refufe their afliftance to the Veientes as long as 
they continued under abfolute regal government. This de¬ 
cree, which none dared to publim at Veii, being known at 
Rome , the Romans were thereby animated to pufh forward 
the liege ; but after they had with much labour raifed a 
moveable terras, and advanced their galleries to the foot of 
the wall, they were unexpectedly burnt and deffroyed by 
the belieged, who at the fame time flew a great many Ro¬ 
mans. The following campaign, the Capcnatcs and Falifci, 
two Etrufcan nations, marched to the relief of Veii, and fell 
upon the Romans , who being at the fame time attacked by 
the belieged, fuffered fo confiderably, that, according to 
Livy , they were forced to abandon the ffege, which, how¬ 
ever, was refumed by them the year following, when the 
Capenates and Falifci were alfo lliut up within their own 
walls. _ The ffege advanced very flowly both this and the 
following year ; but in the third campaign, the. Romans , 
who had fuffered much in the rigorous winter before, em¬ 
ployed their whole force on the fide of Etruria , in order to 
haften the reduction of Veii. The Capenates and Falifci this 
year again attempted the relief of the beffeged, but were al- 
poft all cut off by the Romans, who, during the two follow- 
ing years, made but very little progrefs in the ffege, being 
partly employed in ravaging the country of the Falifci and 
Capenates , and in draining the lake of Alba Longa, which an 
Etrufcan diviner had declared muff be firft effected, before 
Veii could be taken. The year after, the Larquhiicnfcs, an¬ 
other Etrufcan canton, committed hoftilities againlt the Ro¬ 
mans ; but they were furprifed and routed by a body of vo¬ 
lunteers. 

1 he Hates of Etruria, in the mean time, were Applied to 
by the Capenates and Falijci, in behalf of the Veientes ; but 
they ftin refufed to efpoule their caufe, alledging, that a 
clan of Gauls had lately fettled in their neighbourhood, with 
whom they had no aflurance of Jailing peace. The Romans 
fent a body of troops, the following year, to aCl againft the 
Capenates and Falijci, and to hinder their advancing to the 
relief of Veii ; but they were decoyed into an ambulcade by 
the Etnjcans, who entirely defeated them. At length, Ca- 
millus the dictator made himlclf mailer of Veii by a mine, 

t>y which he introduced into the city a great number of his 


troops. 
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troops. The Veicntcs , after fighting for fome time with 
great obftinacy, were at length forced to furrender at dif- Veit taken 
c retion. The Romans putvait numbers of the inhabitants to by the 
the fword, and fold the reft for Haves. They plundered the Romans . 
town, the riches of which was fo immenfe, that the Ro?nan 
general leemed to be afraid the gods themfelves would envy 
him fuch a conqucft. 

It might have been expe&ed, that the reduction of Veil 
Ihould have cemented more clofely all the remaining mem¬ 
bers of the Etrufcan body. But it had no fuch falutary ef- »ph e 
feci. Their difunion and civil diftentions rendered them an i>e „ at „ s 
eafy prey to an encroaching and rapacious ftate, which from a^AFnlifri 
its origin had difcovered a ilrong difpofition to enfiave all its re£ i ucct i 
neighbours. The year after the reduction of Veil, the Ca- ^ t ^ e 

fmates and Falifci were invaded by the Romans, and the for- Romans, 
mer were obliged to fubmit to that proud republic. 

Catnillus loon after, at the head of a formidable army, en¬ 
tered the territories of the Falifci , ravaged their lands, and 
having defeated their troops, invefted their city, without, 
however, pulhing the fiege with any vigour. While he lay 
before the city, the fchoolmafter, or inftru&or of the Faiif- 
can youth, treacheroufly conduced the fons of the nobility 
into his camp, and delivered them up to him. Camillas , 
being of too generous a difpofition to give the leaft counte¬ 
nance to fuch perfidy, fent back the traitor with ignominy, 
which paved the wav for a reconciliation between Rome and 
the Falifci , who offered to receive a Roman garifon into 
their capital j but Camillas , who was left foie arbiter of the 
peace, in a generous manner, required them only to defray 
the expences of the prefent campaign. 

The Votjinienfes and Salpinates having foon after invaded 
the Roman territories, that republic declared war againft the 
Volfmienfes , but, on account of a famine and peftilcnce, were 
obliged to defer the profecution of it till the year following, 
when they fent two armies into the field. The Volfinienjes Who alfo 
were eafily routed, and eight thoufand of them being fur- defeat the 
rounded, were obliged to furrender at diferetion, which de- Volfinien - 
feat fo terrified the Salpinates , that they kept themfelves^* 
within their walls, while the Romans pillaged their territo¬ 
ries. The Romans granted a truce for twenty years to the 
Volfmienfes , on condition that they reftored all the booty that 
they had taken from them, and gave their foldiers one year’s 

FT* 

Before this truce was concluded, the Gauls had made an Etruria 
irruption into Etruria , having been incited thereto by Aruns , invaded 
a nobleman of Clufmm , whole wife had been debauched by b y the 
a young lucumo, who had been his pupil. Aruns having Gauls . 
prevailed on the Gauls to efpoufe his caufe, by making them 
a prefent of fome Etrufcan wine, they began their march, 
and reduced all the country between Ravenna and Picenum , 
where they fpent fix years in fettling themfelves, whilft the 

C 3 Romans 



22 


A GENERAL HISTORY 


50 


Veil, Aruns , at la/T, 


to form the fiege of that place. The Gauls having ftruck a 
great terror into the Etrufcans, the latter follicited the aflift- 
ance of the Romans . In an action that happened foon after 
tween the Clujinians and the Gauls, Eremins obferving the 
Roman ambafladors heading the Etnj'can forces, caufed a 
retreat to be founded, with the refolution of taking venge¬ 
ance on the Romans, and the year after made himfelf mailer 


of Rome, which he lacked and burnt. 




being this a proper opportunity for repairing their former 
Ioffes, invaded the Roman territories, and encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Veil, with the delign to lay fiege to it ; 
but they were lurprifed, and entirely defeated by the gari- 


lon. 


Ojl 


.{ Tufi 


A new About two years after Rome had been taken by the Gauls 
confede- all the Etruj'can lucumonies entered into a confederacy 
racy of againft the Romans, and railing an army, made themfelves 
the Etruf- mailers of Sutrium. Some few hours after the place fur- 


cans a- rendered, it was furprifed by Camillas, who killed a great 

number of Etrufcans upon the fpot, and took all the 
prifeners, whom he fold for Haves at Rome. The next 


gain It 


reft 


Rome. 


year the Romans marched an army into the lucomony of 
Tarquinii , and having taken two cities named Cortucfa and 
Contenebra , entirely deftroyed them. Two years after, the 
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Sutrium ; but they were foon forced to raife the fiege by 'Ca¬ 
millas , who cut many of their men in pieces, and, not long 
after, took Nepete by affault, when he put all the Etrufcan 
garifon to the lwcrd. 

About the year of Rome 395, the Far quin ienfes invaded the 
Roman territories, to revenge which infult, the conful C. 
Fabius Amhujhis marched againft them the year after, but 
met with a repulfe. The war was committed next year to 
the conful Cn. Manlius j but the Farquini r " 


'tijes and Faff 
luch rcfolutio 

that they obliged the Romans to retire. The year following, 
the Etrufcans defeated the conful Fabius at the fir ft encoun¬ 


ter 

drt 


The 


the front of their 


army, 

however, foon recovering 
from their confternation, totally routed the Etrufcans , and 
took poiieinon of their camp. Soon after, the whole Etruf 
can nation, according to Liny, took up arms againft the 
Romans, and advanced as far as the falt-pits, towards the 
mouth of the Tiber. Their motions were carefully watched 
by the dictator Cn. Marcias Ratlins, who at length furprifed 
and took^theirjcamp, and made eight thoufand of them pri- 
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dred and fifty-eight of his chief captives to he beheaded 
at Rome, after they had been fcourgcd with rods in the 

forum. 

The following year, the Parquinienfes and Falifci being peace 
joined by the dentes, the combined army plundered the ^ rante d to 
country round the Rojiian fait-pits without oppofition ; but, them 
not long after, the dictator Manlius leading an army againft 
the Cerites , obliged them to fue for peace, which was 
granted them, in confideration of their having received the 
Roman images into their city, when Rome was taken by the 
Gauls. After the peace with the Cerites, the dictator rava¬ 
ged the lands of the Falifci , and returned to Rome. Two 
years after, a Roman army marched againft the Parquinienfes , 
while another attacked the Falifci , who being both greatly 
exhaufted by the war, fued for peace, and obtained a truce 
for forty years. The Falifci, about eight years after, en¬ 
tered into a treaty of alliance with Rome , and, by that 
means, became in reality a part of the Roman dominions. 

From this period to the confulftiip of C. 'Junius Brutus \ new 
and Ami Hus Bar bid a , the Roman hijlorians make little war ke- 

mention of the Etrufcans. When Barbnla was conful, a tw ixt the 
war broke out betwixt the Romans and Etrufcans ; and the Etrufcans 
latter having raifed an army to lay liege to Sutrium , Barbnla an( j 
took the field againft them, and a delperate battle was loon 7nan; 
fought, in which both parties buffered lo confiderably, that 
the reft of the campaign palled without any aftion. The 
year following the Etrufcans again propofed to befiege Su¬ 
trium, but were prevented by Fabius, who defeated them not 
far from thence, forced their camp, and obliged them to 
take Ihelter in the Cuminian foreft.' Cafo Fabius, the brother 
oi the general, who was bred up in Etruria, whither the 
Romans of diftinCtion then fent their fons for education, of- . 
fered to examine the foreft, and, if pofiible, to find a paf- 
fage for the Roman army. Being attended with a Have, he 
penetrated as far as the territory of the Camartes in Umbria , 
and concluded a treaty with that people, who engaged to 
join the Romans with a body of auxiliaries, and fupply their 
army with provifions for thirty days, upon their arrival in 
that country. The general, upon Cafar’s report, accordingly 
advanced through the foreft, and gained the fummit of the 
hill Ciminus , from whence the foreft deduced its name, phe Ro- 
'The Etrufcans, who judged it impracticable for an enemy mans pp. 
to advance that way, had taken no precautions for their de- nctratein* 
fence j fo that the Romans , without any oppofition, now to Etruria. 
pillaged a large extent of territory. All Etruria, and part 
of Umbria, alarmed at the progrefs of Fabius, affembled an 
army with the utmoft difpatch, and refolved to march to¬ 
wards Sutrium , but were prevented by Fabius, who entirely 
defeated them near Peritf.a „ with the lofs of fixty thoufand 
men. Immediately after this defeat, the lucumonies of Car- 
iona, Arreiium, and Pcritfta fent ambaftadors to Rome to fue 
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for peace, and obtained a truce for thirty years from the 
republic. 

The next campaign, while Valius was engaged ngainft 
the Umbri, whom he defeated, the Etrufcam alTembled a 
moft formidable armv near the Vadhnon lake, not far from Vi¬ 
terbo. According to fame, the foidiers had made a vow ei¬ 


ther to conquer or die ; and every common foldicr was al- 
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appear m rne neiu unuer pain 

In the engagement which followed betwixt them and the 
Reman. f, they cut to pieces the hr ft line of the enemy, and 
threw the focond into dif order, but were at laft repul fed 

.it lofs, and forced to abandon their camp. 7’he 

invaded by the conful Dcclus , 


with 

\ # # 

vear following, Etruria was 


truce to the ‘Tarquinienft 

condition ;>f their furnifhing his army with provifions. 7’he 
htrufenns , not being in a condition to eppofe the Romans^ 
begged a peace, but could only obtain a truce from Dccius 
for one year, and that on condition of their paying his 
troops, and furniihing every Roman foldier with two fuits 
of cloaths. 

About hve years after, a tumult happened at drretium , 
railed by the envy and jealotify of the citizens, who pre¬ 
tended to be appreheniive of t he great wealth and power of 
the Ci kian family. The Etrufcam taking arms to expel 
that family by force, the Romans font an army into E'tru- 
ruiy under the command of Valerius Corvus the dictator, to 
ciuell the commotion. During the abfencc of the dictator, 

• . r i i • *n r- . i i r * t r 


t:\cy tncrr.Jotvcs were quioriv at tor defeated with great iois> 
and obliged to purchafea truce for two years, by giving the 
diet a. tor’s troops a year's pay, and furniihing them with 

__ - .. # I . r . . i 


*l nr Gaul 
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provisions tor two r.\o ntn-. 
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> Before the expiration of this truce, the Carls made an ir¬ 
ruption into Etruria* and were hired by the Etrufcam to af- 
fid them again!-: the Romani ; but thofc barbarians, after they 
nan received the money, refufed to march into the Roman ter- 
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rjmric?. The ho Tie intentions of the Etrvfcans being known 


at Rome, Valerius Corvus came 



avaeed their territories, 

wj . ^ 



body of Samnites. about two 
Dreins the R 


rears after, having dccl from 
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£ trs, »•. 4?, under the command vi the e-miiuls Jfplvs and Vo~ 
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Jummtis , who defeated the confederates, and pillaged their 

camp. 

The war ftill continued, and the following year, while The Ro- 
Ffibius the general was abfent, the Gauls cut to pieces one mans gain 
of his legions, detached under the command of Scipio. The great ad- 
Gauls and Samnitcs, exclufive of the Etrufcans and Umbri, vantages 
are Lid to have amounted to 140,334 effective men; and it inEtruria. 
was agreed, that they only fhould engage the Romans, while 
the Etrufcans and Umbri attacked their two feparate camps. 

Fabiits being informed of thefe meafures by three defer'ters, 
ordered fome troops that had been left to cover Rome to en¬ 
ter Etruria , and to ravage it, and the Etrufcans and JJmbri 
withdrawing to oppofe this body, he, in their abfence, after 
a inoft bloody ana obftinatc engagement, entirely defeated 
the Gauls arid Samnitcs. A feparate body of Rcrufian and 
Cluftnian troops, according to Livy , endeavoured to oppofe 
the Romans , who were ravaging Etruria, but were defeated, 
with the lots of three thoufand men and twenty colours. 

Fabiits , upon defeating the Gauls and Samnitcs, leems to 
have left Etruria ; for the Etrujcans , at the inftigation of the 
Pcrujini, having again appeared in the field, and committed 
many diforders, Fabiits, it is faid, returned thither again. 

Four thoufand five hundred 


and routed and difperfed them. 


of the Perufmi were killed upon the fpot, and one thoufand, 
feven hundred and forty made prifoners of war, each of 
whom paid for their ranfom three hundred and ten pounds 
of brafs. 


The conful Pojjhumius the following year ravaging the 
lands about Volftnii , the inhabitants aflembled to oppofe him, 

. but were defeated under the walls of that city. The conful 
afterwards marched into the diftridf of Rufellev, and having 
plundered it took that city by ftorm, killing near two Several 
thoufand men, and making above two thoufand prifoners. Etrufcan 
The lucumonies of Volftnii, Perufia , and Arrctium, being j} ates ^ e “ 
now weary of the war, fent deputies to Rome, and obtained * eate( * by 
a truce for forty years, on condition of giving each of the & 0 ' 
foldiers in the army a military habit, and paying 1,500,000 mans - 
pounds of brafs. 

The following year, while the Reman forces were in 
Somnium, the Falijci declared war again if them, and were 
joined by many others of the Etrufcans, upon which infur- 
redtion the conful Carvilius entered Etruria, killed two 
thoufand four hundred men, and took leveral places. The 
Falifci being thereupon intimidated, afked a peace, but ob¬ 
tained only a truce for one year, upon paying about eight 
thoufand three hundred pounds of brafs. The truce being 
perfidioufly broke by the Falifci, the Romans ravaged Etru¬ 
ria, and carried off an immenfe quantity of fpoil. 

About the year of Rome 469, the Senones , a nation of 
Gauls, threatning to befiege Arretium, the Anefii lollicited 
the afliftancc of the Romans, who font ambaffadors to the 

Gauls 
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Gauls in their behalf. The i Semites, without any regard tr 
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the law of nations, having can fed the ambafiadois to 


b( 


T hcGau/s murdered, laid fiege to Arretium , and defeated a F on tan ar- 
defeat the my that came to the relief of the belieged. The Romans ii; 
Romans in this action loft thirteen thoufand men, befides 
Etruria. Cacilius , lcven legionar 


the 

ft 


confu 


the Roman knights. A 


part oj 

* 4 M 


ary tribunes, and the greate 
Manias Cartas , who fucceeded Catalius , 
inftead of marching to the relief of Arretiurn , crofted Sal/ink 
and Picenum , and entered the enemies territories, which he 
ravaged in the moll dreadful manner. Though the Roman 
eneral, according to Polybius , rendered the country of the 
'enones wholly defolate, they neverthelefs ptfthed on the 



fiege of Arret turn with the utmoft vigour. 


A L . 


laft, reflecting 


that their habitations were deftroyed, and their wives and 
children carried into captivity, they marched directly to- 
wards Rome , to wreck their vengeance on that city ; but 
they were met by Cn. Domitius , who cut them almoft entire¬ 
ly off. Thofe who cfcaped fled to the Boii and Etrufcans , 
who had taken the field with the defign of acting in concert 
The E- with the Senones againft the Romans. This army was fora 

after defeated on the banks of the lake of Va (Union by Dola- 
bella, who almoft wholly deftroyed them. The faint efforts 
they made the following year ferved only to haften their 
an alliance fubjection. The Etrufcans and Boii were forced to fue for 
with the peace, and enter into an alliance with the Romans, upon 
Romans, the terms they thought fit to prclcribe. The Roman hillo- 

rians, however, mention, that the remains of the Etrufcans 
and Boii on the one hand, and the Lucani , Brutii , and Sam- 
Rome 472. nites, on the other, confpired together the next year againft 


trujeans 
obliged to 
enter into 


Year of 


their republic. They are blent as to any tranfadtions that 
happened in Etruria the year following ; though from the 
FaJ, 



triun 


that the year after the conful Coruncanius Nepos triumphed 
over the Volctnienfes and Volcicnics. Mention is alfo made, 
that this year the Etrufcans , Umbri , and Gauls were in vain 
excited to a revolt, from whence it appears, that Etruria 
was then under the domination of the Romans.* 


* Dion. ap. Fulv. Ur/in. Polyb. 3. 2 . Liv. Fall. Capitol, 
rior. Frit. Oros. 1. iif Appian. ap. Fulv. Urfm. 
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CHAP. 



fhe State of Italy before the building of Rome. 

SECT. I. . 

Description of Italy. 

T HIS country, in the early times of antiquity, was The djf. 

known by the names of Saturnia, Oenotria, Hefperia , ferent 
and Aufonia. It was called Saturnia for having, as it is fup- names of 
pofed, afforded refuge to Saturn , when he was expelled Italy. 
from Crete by his l'on Jupiter. It owed its names Oenotria 
and Aufonia to its antient inhabitants the Ocnotrians and Au- 
fonians ; and its name Hefperia to its wcftern fituation in re- 
fpc£t to Greece. The name of Italia , or Italy, which has 
prevailed for thefe many ages paft, is derived by fome from 
I talus ) king of the Siculi , and by others from the Greek word 
Italos, figmfying an ox, the oxen of this country being re¬ 
markable for their largenefs and beauty ; but others thinlc 
that this country was to called from Mtolia , a Grecian {fate, 
fome of the inhabitants of which might have fettled here. 

Italy is furrounded on every fide by the fea, excepting to¬ 
wards the north-weft, where it is divided from Germany , 
SwiJJerland, and France by a long ridge of mountains called 
the Alps. Its greateft length, according to Cluverius , is 
about 900 miles. Its breadth is very unequal. Towards 
the foot of the Alps it is about 560 miles broad. At the 
mouth of the Tiber, about 136 ; but in fome of the fouthern 
parts not 30 miles. , 

This fertile peninfula, in the remote ages of antiquity, j ts p r ; nc j. 
was divided into a great number of petty ftates and king- pa j ^ivi- 
doms $ but, in after ages, the number of thofe ftates dimi- fi ans 
nilhed, and a three-fold divifion took place. The northern 
parts, inhabited by the Gauls, were known by the name of 
Gallia Cifalpina ; the middle provinces retained the name of 
Italy j and the fouthern parts, which were inhabited by 

Greek 
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(Avvft colonics, were diftinguilhed by the name of ALam 
' > • ^ 

U:\iau. 

The epithet of Pogara was applied to Cijalpme Gaul oi 
account of the Reman toga or gown, which was adopted la 
the inhabitants as part of their drefs ; hut Polybius , Clare 
and fomc other authors, diftingui/h it by no other nair.i 
than that of Italy. Its limits extended from the Alps and th« 
rivers Varus and Arjiei to the river A efts, and even a fev\ 
miles beyond it; according to Pliny , to the city of Ancona 
It was parted from Etruria by the Appennir.es , and on th< 
fouth was waftied by the Liguftic fea. The nations i nlia 
biting this trad! were known by the names of the Vcdiantii 
or VcJUantii , the Vagi ain't , the Pan-rim , the Segujiani , tin 
Stilaih, the Lepontii , the Libicii , and the Canini. The Vcdi 

*. it - .i >*?. * >r • . * * •» i- 

CiV 

h 

twixt the mpr.s rnarnnna: unu cue were rne ragman ; aiu: 
on the no 

Paumfu v, afterwards Augufta Paurincrum, being waflied b\ 
that river. Among the Alps, on the north of the Paurini^ 
lay the- Sigufiaui, febjeCt to Coffins, from whom the moun¬ 
tains in thole parts were called Alpes CotVnr. Their capital 

territory of the Salatji was 

V f > *• « f ^ 4 


ut:i were fttuated betwixt the Alpes Maritime and the fea. 
aving the Varus on the weft, and Nicam on the eaft. Be- 

Alpes maritime and the Po were the Vagienni ; mu 
nth fide of the Po lay the Paurhii , then capita 
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Sr^v/n, now 6V//&. 


Mil 

i no 


bounded on the north bv tbc Alpes Grain?, and on the fouth 
extended near to the river Sr (pies , now the Septa, Augujla 
Pretoria, now Aofta, and Pprynlia, now Parra , were their 
chief cities. The Lepontii inhabited the territory between 
the Saiujfi and the Locus Veyhanvs, now Logo APagporc ; and 
adjoining to them were the Lilicii , whofe territory was wa¬ 
tered by the Sefptes. The Canini inhabited the country 

Thele fevcral peo¬ 
ple were by Strabo and Livy counted among the Ligurian 
nations, and their country reckoned within the confines of 
ant lent Liguria. 

The proper Liguria was bounded on the weft and eaft by 
the rivers Varus and Ivlacra , on the fouth by the Liguftic 

and on the north bv the Po. Its chief cities were Ni~ 


between the lakes Verbanus and Larins. 
1 


i , 
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now NizzGj built by the Ma(]iitenfes ; Portus Herculh 
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province 



Liv cm the ixete of tne Po next to Rente* 


J f* 


x ten tied from 



durable number of cities. 
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On the north liJc of the Po, and of the territories of the 


2(X 
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ifpadana 


on the call by the Adriatic fea and the riv FxFormio, and on 
the north by the Alpcs Rhatiuc and Carnices . It was inha- 


bited In 


hifuh 


Cenomani, 


tire Euganei , and the Veneti, and contained many large and 
populous cities. 

Italy, properly fo called, extended on the north from An- Italy pro- 
*r,v,/i tn the river ‘ Trento . now the Fort ore- and on the fouth perlv fo 


Maa 


SHarus , now the Se/e. It compre- called. 


Umbria, 

: Vcjlini, Marrucini 


Camp 


Marh 


Tyrrhenian fea from the Ma 


era to the Tiber, and was bounded on the north by the Ap- 
i bmnines . The Tufcans . or Tyrrhenians . who inhabited it. 




were, as we have already mentioned, divided into twelve 
different tribes, or lucomonies. 

Umbria extended from Ravenna on the Adriatic to the ri- 


JV/vr 


The river /F.fu 
he Tiber on th 


weft. 


The country of the Sabini lay between the Nar and the 
Anio , now the Tever one. Cures , which gave tne name of Jdd- 
rites to the Romans , was antiently the capital of the Sabini. 

Latimn was bounded on the north, by the Anio* and ex¬ 
tended along the lower fea from the Tiber to the Circcan pro¬ 
montory , but after the reduction of the /Equi, Hernici, Vol- 
fei , and AuJones , the Li? is, now the Garigliano , became its 
fouth-eaft boundary. Its chief cities were Rome, Tibur, 
Puenefle, Gabii, Tnfculum, Arid a, Lanuvicum , Longa, 

Lavinium, Laurent tan, Ojiia , Antemna, Collatia and Ardea. 
The antient inhabitants of Latum were the Latins, the .Ra¬ 
ta//, the Fc///, and the Aufones . 

Picenum extended along the Adriatic from the to the 
Aternus, now the Pefcara ; and towards the weft bordered on 
Umbria and Sabinium . It contained Ancona, a maritime city 
once pofl'efled by the Gauls, Cajlrum Novum, Cajlellmn Truen- 
tinum , and feveral other cities. 

Eaft of Picenum lay the country of the Vejlini, containing 
Angulus, Pinna, and Avia, or Avella. Next to them lay the 
Marrucini, who had but one city ; namely, Teate, now £>!>/- 
<?//. The Peligni were fituated between the Vejlinii and Mar¬ 
rucini, on the north; and the Appenincs on the fouth. The 
Marji inhabited the Appennines, and bordered, towards the 
eaft, on the Peligni and Marrucini j towards the north, on 
the Vejlini \ towards the weft and fouth, on the Sabini and 
/Equi. On the fouth-eaft of the Marrucini and Peligni, lay the 
Prentani $ and between them and the Campani were lituated 
the Sammies. Between Samnium and the river Silarus, lay 

the 
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the country of the Hirp ini, havi Apulia Daunt a on the north- 
call, and Campania on the fouth-weft. 

The province of Campania extended from the Liris to the 
promontory of Minerva , having Samniwn on the north-weft, 
and the Hirpini on the fouth-eaft. This pleafant and fertile 
tradl contained a great number of populous cities, particu¬ 
larly Litem urn, Bata, Mifenum, Putcoli, Neapolis, Herculane¬ 
um, Pompeii , and Surrentum, on the coaft; and in the inland 
country, Capua , SueJJa Aurunca , Venafrum, Cafilinum, TVa- 
kot! Sidici num, Galatia, Cales, Atella, Accrns , and AA- 

cmV/. The fmall territory between the promontory of yhft- 
nerva and the river Silarus , was inhabited by the Picentini , 
who were a colony of the Picentes. 

The third great diviiion of Zto/y was called Magna Grcecia , 
Grascia. and comprized Apulia , Lucania, and the country of the Pra- 

//V, Apulia extended from the river Frento, along the Adria¬ 
tic , to the moft eaftern promontory of /to/p. It was divided 
into three parts; namely, Daunia , between the Frento and 
the Aujidus , Peucetia extending from the Aujidus to the ////;- 
zrwr between Brundtijium , and Tarentum , ana MeJJapia , called 
alfo Calabria and Jupygia. It was a very fruitful province, 
and contained a great number of cities, which were almoft 
all inhabited by colonies. 

Lucania extended on the lower fea from the Silarus to the 
Ztfwr, which laft parted it from the country of the Brutii. 
It was divided by the Bradanus , or the Bradano, from Pt/o?- 
//<?; and from Calabria by the upper part of the bay of Ta¬ 
rentum. It was antiently extremely populous, and was 
chiefly inhabtied by Greeks. 

The peninfula which extends from Lucania to the fouth- 
ern promontory of Italy, was poffeffed by the Brutii. Their 
territory contained a great number of Greek cities, and their 

■_!. _I •,_ n r . • . r _ 


capital city was Confcntia , now Confcnza. 

The chief One of the chief rivers of Italy was the Padus, or Eridanus, 
rivers of now the Pa, which rifes in the Alps , and, after receiving 
Italy. into its channel above thirty different rivers, difeharges itfelf 

into the Adriatic fea by feven different ftreams. All the ri¬ 
vers in Lombardy, except the Atbefis, empty themfelves into 
the Po, which is the nobleft river in Italy. The Arnus and 
the Tyber fpring from the Apennines ; and the laft receives the 
Clanis, the Nar, and the Anio . Other rivers of note are the 
Liris , Silarus, the Sybaris and Crathis , the Aujidus , the Ater- 
nus , and the Metaurus. 

The moft The chief mountains of Italy are the Alps and the Appcn- 
remarka- nines the latter of which form a rid£e in the middle of it 
b!e moun- from north to fouth, and divide it into almoft two equal 


tains. 


part 


Bolides thefe famous ridges, the following mountains 
were alfo remarkable; namely, Majftcus , near SueJJa ; Gau¬ 
ms,. between Putcoli and Baia- ; Tifata, near Capua', Vcfuvi- 

us -> in the neighbourhood of Naples’-, and Garganus, in Apulia. 
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SECT. II. 

Summary of the antient State , and firft Inhabitants of 

Italy. 

■ 

T HE years not only before, but even long after, the i ntr0( j uc . 

foundation of Rome , contain fome events entirely im- t * on 
probable ; more like fabulous inventions than hiftorical fafts 
grounded on authentic memoirs. Antiqtnty, fond of what 
excels and furprizcs, delighted in embellilhing with the mar¬ 
vellous the beginnings of great cities and powerful ftates, 
and introducing fome deity to render their origin facred and 
auguft. All the Roman hiftorians that have reached our 
times, authors, in other refpe&s, of great fenfe and judg¬ 
ment, thinking this method indifpenfible, have inferted in 
their writings, fa£ts and events, which a popular tradition 
tranfmitted from age to age, and antient as Rome itfelf, 
obliged them to pay fome regard to*; though, indeed, they 
neither tell us that they themfelves believed them, nor do 
they deliver them to us as truths. On the contrary, they 
have taken care, from time to time, to acquaint us what 
credit they deferve, by plain intimations of their own private 
opinion : and Livy begins his hiftory with an exprefs decla¬ 
ration, that he intends neither to aliert nor refute the won¬ 
derful things advanced concerning Ro?ne. He only faysf, 

“ That if it be allowable for any people to render their ori¬ 
gin venerable by referring it to a Deity ; fuch is the glory, 
luch are the conquefts of the Romans, that if they claim the 
. god of war for father to themfelves and to their founder, the 
other nations lhould be as ready to grant them that privilege 
as they were to fubmit to their empire.” Fables of this 
kind, even though they fhould leem to be received and em¬ 
braced by the hiftorians, do not, however, affeft the truth 
of the fads with which they are joined ; neither ought they 
to throw any fufpicion or doubt on the hiftory in general. 

Rome, according to Dionyjtus of Harlicarnajfus %, owed its 
origin to the Greeks. It is, indeed, certain, that feveral Gre¬ 
cian colonies came at different times and fettled in Latium , or 
the neighbouring countries ||, whofe firft known inhabitants Firft in- 
were called Si cult, a barbarous people, natives of the coun- habitants 
try ; that is, whole origin is not traced in hiftory. Some of Italy, 
believe the Aborigines , from whom the Romans defeend, to the Si cute, 
have been alio natives of Italy , and fo named as being Ions of 


* Liy. 1 . Vii. c. 6. f Id. in Prosemio. 
man ; 1. i. p_. 1—57. || Liv, 1 . i. c. 1, 2, 3. 
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the foil; that is, fprung originally Irom thence: w h i 1ft Di.% 
nyftus will have the Aborigines to come from Arcadia , and 
to have been fo called from their living upon the moun¬ 
tains *. 

Many years before the fiege of Troy, a colony of Arcadi¬ 
ans, under the conduct of Ocnotrus ;, fettled in Italy, which 
then received the name of Oenotria. Afterwards Italia, a 
defeendant of Ocnotrus , it is faid, left it his name, which it 
retains to this day. Portias Cato , the Cenfor, and feveral 
other noted authors, hold the Aborigines to be defeended from 
thefe Arcadians. 

In procefs of time, a colony of Pelafgi, natives of Pelopon- 
nefus , but inhabitants of TbeJJaly , compelled to abandon their 
country, took refuge among the Aborigines. The two nations 
united their forces, and drove out the Siculi , who were then 
in pofleffion of the country where Rome was afterwards built. 
The Siculi retired to an adjacent ifland, named Trinacria from 
its three promontories, and held in part by the Sicani f, a peo¬ 
ple originally from Spain. This ifland was afterwards called 
Sicily. Thefe, with the Arunci and Rutuli, were, at dif¬ 
ferent times, the firft inhabitants, that we know of, of 
Old Latium, which, from the narrow limits of the Ti¬ 
ber towards the weft, the Circcean promontory on the fouth, 
the river Anio on the north, and mount Algidus (only eigh¬ 
teen miles from Rome) oil the eaft, rofe, by degrees, to be 
the feat of an empire which knew no other bounds than thofe 
of our hemifphere. 

In New Latium, which reached to the Lins, lived the Foi¬ 
l'd, a very warlike people, of whole origin authors do not 
inform us ; the Ojci, the Aufones, the Coriolani, the Fidenotes, 
and the Sicani. The 0 / 27 , who are alfo called Opici , and Ob- 
fei , were defeended from the Aufones , who came originally 
from Greece , and were one of the moft antient colonies that 
fettled in Italy, which afterwards took from them its name of 
Aufonia. The Coriolani were a colony of the Volfci, and the 
Fidenatcs of the Albani. 

Hetruria , the tract which lies between the Adriatic Sea and 
the Appamines, and' joined to Old Latium , was firft inha¬ 
bited by the Tyrbenians ; who, as is generally thought, came 
originally from Lydia , under the conduit of Tyrrhenus, from 
whence their name, which is alfo diverlified into that of He- 
trufei , Etrufci , Tufci, and fometimes Thujci. Thefe people 
extended their conquefts beyond the Apennines , made them- 
fclves matters of the territories of No/a and Capua , and of 
almoft the whole coaft of the lower fea, which from thence 
took the name of Tyrrhenian. 



* The etymology of their name m uIt In this cafe be uA of*u> 
natives of the mountains.' f Dion. Hal. 1 , j. p. vy. 
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The Umbrians were one of thofe early colonies which fir ft Umbri. 
came to Italy out of Afia . Their territories were hounded 
on the weft by a line drawn from the Ufcns, now the Mon¬ 
tone, to the heads of the Tiber , and from thence to the con¬ 
fluence of the Tiber and the Nar ; on the eaft, by the mid¬ 
dle of the Mjis, now the Fiumcjmo ; on the north by the 
Adriatic ; and on the fouth by the Nar. The Umbrians 

were feparated by the Arm from the Ligures , of whofe ori- Figures* 
gin hiftorians fcarcely pretend to give us any account. The 
Crotoniates, Locrenfes, Tarentini . MeJJ'apii , A puli, Salentini , 

Calabri, and Japygcs , were undoubtedly of Greek extraction, 
and fettled in that part of Italy which from them was called 
' Great Greece, long after the Umbri, Siculi , and Aufones , who 
are reckoned, by moft of the ancients, among the natives 
of Italy who did not derive their origin from any other 
nation. 

The Sabines were a branch of the Umbrians, according to Sabini » 
fome, or, as others will have it, of the OJci, or Opici. 

Their country was bounded on the north by Umbria and Pi- 
cenum ; on the fouth by Latium ; on the weft by part of 
Umbria and Etruria ; and on the eaft by the territories of 
the Picentes, Veflini, and Mar ft, petty ftates, which derived 
their origin from the Sabines , and were foon fwallowed up 
by others more powerful. 

The Frentani, Marrucini, Peligni , JEqui, Hernici , and the n ■ 

Samnites , defeended from the Sabini ; and from the Samnites g £c 
defeended the Ilirpini , Lucani, Brutii , and Campani. 

The Oenotrii and Pucetii were originally Arcadians , who, Q enotr n 
according to moft of the antient writers, crofted the Ionian anf j p 
fea, and fettled in //<?/)’, under the conduct of Oenotrius and 
Peucetius , two fons of Lycaon , king of Arcadia. Peucetius 
landed at the 'Japygian promontory, and gave his name to 
the inhabitants' of Apulia and Calabria , whom he conquered. 

Thence alfo that tradf was called Apulia Pucetia. Oenotrius 
landed on the oppolite coaft, and poffefted himfelf of Luca- 
nia and Brutium , which, from him, received the general 
name of Oenotria. 

About fixty years before the Trojan war, Evander , ba- Year of 
nifhed from Peloponnefus, arrived with his Arcadians in iWy. the world 
Faunas , who then reigned over the Aborigines in the little 2760. 
territory of Italy, called Latium , gave them, being few in Before 
number, a civil reception, with as much land as they Chrifl 
wanted. There they built a fmall town, which they called 1244. 
Palentium, in remembrance of their native place of the fame Evander 
name in Arcadia. The Romans afterwards called it Pa latium, arrives in( 
and from thence mount Palatine took its name. Evander Italy. 
iueceeded Faunas. 

Some years after the arrival of thefe Arcadians , Hercules And 

came into Italy with a powerful army, to conquer that Hercules* 
country, having fubdued Iberia. He had vanquifhed and 
flain G cry on, feigned by the poets to have three bodies, 

Vo/.. IV. D becaufe 
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He 


He taught 


becaufe he was king of three large kingdoms in Spain , 
brought with him Geryon’s oxen, which were remarkably 
beautiful, and for Healing fome of which the famous rob¬ 
ber Cacus , whofe ftory is fo elegantly fung by Virgil, and 
has not been refufed a place by Livy in his hiftory, was 
killed by Hercules. Evander commanded then in thofe parts, 
rather honoured for his accomplifhments, than obeyed as a 
foyereign. The art of writing, an unheard-of prodigy to 
men ignorant of all arts, gained him refpeCh 
the people among whom he lived the knowledge of the 
Greek alphabet, which were the firft letters ufed by the an- 
tient Latins. But nothing procured him the veneration of 
thefe uncivilized people, To much as the reputation of his 
mother Garment a, (the Themis of the Greeks ,) who was 
reckoned a goddefs. She was the oracle of thefe nations, 
before the arrival of the fibyls in Italy . Evander , pretend¬ 
ing to have heard, long before, from Carmenta s own mouth, 
that a Hercules , fon of Jupiter and Alcmena , was deftined by 
the fates to be a god, no fooner heard the name of the van- 
quifher of Cacus , but he refolved to merit his protection by 
being the firft to pay him divine honours. Accordingly, 
he inftantly ere&ed an altar, and after imparting to him the 
prediction of the oracle, facrificed a young bull to his honour. 
It was decreed, at the requeft of Hercules , and with the con- 
fentof the whole nation, that this facrifice fhould be for ever 
annually celebrated after the Grecian rights, which he taught 
them'himfelf; and two of the noblclt families, the Potitii 
and the Pinarii, were felected to prelide at the ceremony. 
iTercules , when he went away, left in Italy fome of his Gre¬ 
cian followers, who, uniting with the Aborigines , lived with 
them in the fame city in fo good underftanding, that they 
might have been deemed the fame people. 

About fifty-live years after the departure of Hercules , 
Latlnus , the reputed fon of Faunas , but the real fon of Her¬ 


cules^ was king of the 


Aborigines. 


From him the people 


were called Latines , and the country Latium , which was 
then of very narrow extent. In his reign, fome fay about 
the thirty-fifth year of it, the Trojans who had efcaped the 
flames of Ilium , with /Eneas , landed at Laurentum on the 
Tyrrhenian coait, near the mouth of the Tiber , in the coun¬ 
try of the Aborigines. /Eneas brought with him the flatues 
or the greater gods, and the Palladium , which was afterwards 
depofited in the temple of Vejla , and committed to the cuf- 
tody of the veftal virgins, with Ariel orders not to expofe it 
to view. The Aborigines immediately drew together under 

unmand of their king Laiinus , to oppofe thefe fo- 

T5nf 7 f tnninrin/v mf a 4-ln a ^ C* xU 


the conn 
feigners. 


Latlnus , inquiring into the reafon of their 
landing in his dominions, and being informed that they 
were Trojans , who, under the condudt of AEneas , fon of An- 

place to fettle and found 
ul refpeCh, that illuflrious 

people, 


cbifes and Venus , were in fearch of a 
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people, and the hero their commander, equally ready fo? 
war or peace, and gave Mneas his hand in token of friend¬ 
ship. Mutual congratulations palled between the two ar- # , 
mies. Latinus received Mneas into his palace, and, to Marries 
(Irengthen their alliance, gave him, in the prefence of their Lavima t 
houmold gods, his daughter Lav ini a in marriage. A city a °d builds 
was founded by Mneas , and called Lavintum , from- his new Lavinium < 

confort, by whom he foon had a Ton, named Afcanius. 

Turnus, king of the Rutuli , inhabitants of the maritirhe War with 
parts of the prefent Campagna di Roma , to whom Lavinia Lurnus 
had been promifed before the arrival of the ‘Trojan prince, and Me- 
enraged to fee the preference given to a ft ranger, denounced zentiusi 
war againft both the Trojans and the Aborigines , and gave 
them battle, which proved unfortunate to both fides. The 
■Rutuli were defeated ; but the conquerors loft Latinus, who 
commanded in perfon. Turnus and his followers, confcious 
of the bad Situation of their affairs, implored the affiftance 
of Hctruria. Mezentius , fovereign of that flourishing king¬ 
dom, kept his court at Care , an opulent city for thofe days. 

As he had always looked upon the Trojan colony with 
a jealous eye, and fancied he faw in the increafe of that 
new power a juft caufe of alarm to the neighbouring Hates, 
he readily joined in a league with the Rutuli *. Mneas, 
wanting the entire affeeftion of the Aborigines to relift the 
ftorm that threatened him, caufed his own and that na- 
: tion to become one for the future, governed by the fame 
; laws, under the name of the Latine people. This fo gained 
the Aborigines , that they proved as faithful to him, and as 
Aeady, as the Trojans. 

Secure of the affection of his fubje&s, whofe union daily 
| increafed, Mneas boldly met his formidable enemies. The 
! Latines obtained a fecond victory, which was the laft action 
of Mneas , and the period of his mortal life. His tomb was 
hill to be feen in Livy's time on the banks of the river Nu -' 
miens, now only a fmall rivulet, called Rio di Nimi. Di¬ 
vine honours were paid him by the name of Jupiter Indigesf. 

His fon Afcanius was not yet fit to reign ; but, during his 
minority, the government was fo fuccefsfully managed by 
Lavinia, a princefs of great ability and application, that Ihe 
refigned to the young king his father’s and grandfather’s in¬ 
heritance, in the fame ftate ftie had received it. It is quef- 
tioned, whether this prince was Lavinia’s fori,; or another 
Afcanius , furnallied Julus , born to Mneas by Creufa, before 
the deftru&ion of Troy, and from whom the 'Julian family 
boafted their extraction and name. However this be, it is 
certain he was fon to Mneas ± 
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Afcanius feeing Lavinium very populous, and as flourifh- 
ing as cities could be at that time, left his mother to reign 
there, and founded on mount Alban another city, called Al¬ 
ba Loma , becaufe it was extended in length along the fide 
ofthenill. The kingdom of Alba, according to the com¬ 
putation of Dionyfuis Halicarnaffenfis, lafted four hundred and 
thirty years, from the arrival of JEneas in Italy to the foun¬ 
dation of Rome. The interval between the building of La- 
minium and of Alba was fcarce thirty years ; and yet fo con- 
fiderable was the Latine power now grown, efpecially after 
the defeat of the Hetrurians , that neither Mezentius nor any 
other neighbouring prince, dared to attack them ; not even 
after the death of AEneas, or during the regency of Lavinia , 
or minority of Afcanius. By a treaty of peace, the river Al- 
bula , fince called the Tiber , was made the boundary of the 
two nations. 

Afcanius left the crown to his fon Sylvius , fo called, fronj 
his having been accidentally born in a wood. His fon and 
fuccelfor was AEneas Sylvius , father of Sylvius Latinus , foun¬ 
der of fome colonies known by the name of the Antient La- 
tines. All the kings of Alba bore the name of Sylvius. Af¬ 
ter Latimts’s death, Alba , Atys, Capys , Capetus , and Tiberinus 
fucceeded from father to fon. This laft being drowned in at¬ 
tempting to pafs the river Albula, which has immortalifed 
his name by retaining it ever fince, the kingdom fell to his 
fon Agrippa , and, after him, to Romulus Sylvius , who being 
killed by lightning, was fucceeded by Aventinus , the place 
of whole burial was from him called Mount Aventine, one of 
the feven hills on which Rome was afterwards built. 

Proca , fon and fuccelfor of Aventinus , had two fons, Nu- 
mltor and Amulius*. At his death he bequeathed the king¬ 
dom to his elded fon Numitor ; but the ambition of Amulius 
refpedted neither the laft will of a father, nor the rights of 
an elder brother. Not content with ufurping the throne, 
he caufed his nephew Asgejlus to be murdered, and placed 
his neice Rhea Sylvia among the veftals, on pretence of do¬ 
ing her honour, but in reality to deprive her of all hopes of 
children. Notwithstanding thefe precautions, the veftal 
became mother of twins, Romulus and Remus. Some au¬ 
thors aferibe thefe children to Amulius himfelf. Rhea de¬ 
clared, that (he was ravifhed by Mars •, whether fhe believed 
fo, or only pleaded it in excul’e for a fa<Sfc, which, without 
the authority of a god, would have been confidered as facri- 
lege, and punifhed with death. But, fays Livy, neither 
gods nor men delivered either herfelf or her fons from the 
king’s cruelty. He commanded her to be clofely imprifoned, 
and her children to bo thrown into the Tiber. 


* Dion. Hal. 1 . i. p. 57-76. Liv. 1 . i. c, .1-7. Plut. in 
Rom. 
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By good chance, the river was then fo much overflown, 
that its current was inacceffible. The men who were 
charged with drowning the youg children, believing they 
would as foon perifh in (landing water, flopped at the firft 
inundation, and there expofed them in their cradle, think¬ 
ing they had fufficiently executed the king’s orders. It is 
laid, that the cradle, after floating fome time, was left on 
dry ground by the waters retiring, and that a wolf, defend¬ 
ing from the mountains to drink, ran at the cry of the chil¬ 
dren, and gave them fuck. They are alfo reported to have 
been fed by a woodpecker. Fatyiulus , the king’s fhepherd, 
chancing to find thefe children, carried them home, and de- B ut found 
livered them to his wife Laurentia to nurfe. The lewd life by FauJ- 
of this woman is faid by fome to have gained her from the tulus. 
fhepherds the nick-name of Lupa , or IVolf^ which gave oc- 
cafion to this fabulous (lory. 

An air of diflindlion, which appeared in the two found¬ 
lings, even from their very infancy, feemed to fpeak them 
of noble birth. They were fent, fays Plutarch , to Gabii, to 
be inflrudled in literature, and all other things proper for And edu- 
children of cruality. They led, however, a fhepherd’s life C2te£ j pr £_ 

with the refr, working for their livelihood, and building vately. 
their own huts. One of thefe huts is affirmed by Dionyjius 
HaltcarnaJJbifis to remain in his days by the name of Romu¬ 
lus's houfe. It was looked upon as fomething fo facred, that 
the people, whofe bufinefs it was to keep it up, dared not 
add any ornament to it, but only repaired the decays occa- 
fioned by age and weather. 

In procefs of time, the two brothers, difdaining an idle 
pafloral life, applied themfelves to hunting in the neigh¬ 
bouring forefls. Grown, by this exercife, robuft and in¬ 
trepid, and no longer content with attacking wild beafls, 
they fell upon robbers, carried off their booty, and divided 
it among the fhepherds. Crowds of youths joining them 
daily, they were at lafl able to hold affemblies, and cele¬ 
brate games. 

One day, as the feflival called Lupercalia *, formerly inflitu- 
ted by Evander , was folemnizing in the country, a band of 

robbers. 


* This feflival was facred to Pan , the god of the country, and 
was chiefly celebrated in the villages. Some have imagined the 
Lupercalia were inftituted in memory of the wolf that preferved 
Romulus and Remus ; but as that ltory is very probably a mere 
fiction, the other opinion, that they were brought into Italy by 
Evander, is more likely. The name is derived from At^atoj, for 
fb Pan is called in Greek, perhaps from 7\vy.og, a wolf, in Latin 
lupus, becaufe Pads chief bufinefs was the protecting of fheep 
from fuph beafls of prey. The priefts were called Luperci. The 
ceremonies were thefe. Two goats ( Pan is fuppofed to have goat’s 
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robbers, who fought.an opportunity to be revenged of the 
two brothers, found means to furprizc them. Romulus ef-r 
caped out of their hands ; but Remus was taken and carried 
before the king by the robbers. As they accufed him and 
Jiis brother, among other crimes, of making i.ncurfions, and 


s 

ht 


lommitting robberies with a band of vagabonds on Nut nit or 
ands, Anhdius feat the priioner to Js unit tor , that he migh 
do himself juftice. 

Faujiulus had all along flattered himfelf, that the twins he 
had under his care were of the royal blood. He knew that 
they were found by him about the time of Amalias'$ expo r 
ftng the foils of Rhea on the Tiber. But, perfuaded that the 
time was not yet come, he was waiting till At favourable 
juncture, or neceftlty, fhould compel him to reveal the fe- 
cret. The danger the prifoner was in forced him to open 
the matter to Romulus . On the other hand, Numtcr had 


juft learnt that Remus had a twin brother. This circum- 


e two brothers (they were pall eighteen), 
filiations, all brought his grand fons to 
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his remembrance ; and the queftions he put entirely con¬ 
vinced him that his prifoner was Remus. From that time 


nothing was thought of but the tyrant’s deftr 

:» It • S i • 


uiScion. 


Romu- 


his , net having a iufncient number to go in a body and force 
the palace, ordered his people to repair thither by different 

- . •... i 1 htm * r i # i r ^ i .i 


ways, at an hour appointed. They did fo; he joined them; 
and, followed by Nlimit or $ domeffics, attacked Amulius , and 
killed him. 
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un 


enemy 

palace 
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tfully publifhed that the 
1 was then mafter of the 
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place of defence, all the men of Alba capable of making 
refillunce. But as (oon as he faw the confpirators come to 

vith an air of triumph, he afiembled the Albans , put 
them in mind of his brother's outrages to him, related the 
origin and birth of his grandfons, their education, and the 
manner of his knowing them. He concluded with informing 


4 • 

feet) and a dog (the fhepherd’s companion) were facrificed, and 
the foreheads of two noble youths were ftained with the bloody 
ki.iic by the Lup. r. i^ and the blood wiped off with locks of wool, 
the two boys Jaagh/ng all the while. This done, the (kins of the 
goats were cut into thongs and whips for the two youths, who ran 
about the irreets and fields, all naked except the middle, ladling 
ad they met. The young women never avoided the llrokes, be¬ 
came they fancied them to be great promoters of conception and 

J his feihvaf was celebrated on the 15th of February. 
I nere were at firli two colleges of Lupercaliau priejls, the Fabiant 
ter Romulus, and. the dluinStia/ii for Remus. A third was added 

.Plut. in Rom. Sext. 
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them of the tyrant’s death, and declared himfelf the author. 
Romulus and Re?nus then advanced with their followers into 
the midft of the affembly, proclaimed their grandfather 
king, and by their examble, the title and authority of fo- 
vereign was confirmed to him by the unanimous acclama¬ 
tions of the people. 

The two brothers, leaving Numiior , the kingdom of Alba 9 
refolved to build a city in the very place where they had 
been expofed and brought up. They were joined by a mul¬ 
titude of Albans and Latines , befides a great number of fhep- 
herds, which infpired them with hopes that the city they 
werfj going to found would foon outfhine Alba and Lavinium. 

The delire of reigning, fatal paftion, and the vice of their 
family, feized then the two brothers, and created a diffe¬ 
rence between them, which, though managed with fome 
moderation at firft, ended in a tragical manner. As birth¬ 
right in the cafe of twins, efpecially in theirs, could not 
claim a precedence, they both agreed to confult the flight of 
birds, to know for which the tutelar gods had referved the 
honour of naming and governing the riling city. To this 
end, Romulus was placed on mount Palatine , and Remus on 
mount Aventine. Remus firft difcovered Vultures , to the 
number of fix : but the moment he declared it, Romulus 
law twelve. Upon this, two parties were formed : one de¬ 
clared for him that firft faw the vultures ; the other for him 
that law moft. Contcits enfued, paffions were railed, the 
quarrel grew bloody, and Remus was killed in the fray. 
Others relate his death thus. As Romulus was ordering the 
ditch, which was to furround the walls of the new city, 
Remus jefted on the narrownefs of the work, and adding in- 
fult to raillery, contemptuoufly leaped over the ditch, to 
expcfe his brother. Romulus , enraged at the affront, ftruck 
him dead, faying, Thus kcrijh all who dare atl like hi?n. Ci¬ 
cero confiders Remus' s raillery as a poor excufe for Romulus' s 
criminal ambition, by which he was prompted to this mur¬ 
der for the fake of reigning alone ; and notwithftanding his 
refpetft for the deified founder of Rome , he exprefsly con¬ 
demns him *. 

Some authors think Rome more antient than Romulus , by 
whom, fav they, it was only reftored. Some make the Pe- 
lafgi the firft founders of that city, and derive its name Rome 
from the Greek word ‘P upr,, flrength. Others fay it was built 
by fome Trojans , among whom was a woman of note called 
Roma. Solinus lays Evander was the founder of it. The 
author of a late differtation on the uncertainty of the five 
firft ages of the Roman hiftory, endeavours to fliew that it 
cannot be made appear by whom or when Rome was founded. 
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* 

We {hall, in that refpedl, follow the generally received 
opinion, according to which, 

Remains Romulus , become foie mailer by his brother’s deathj ap- 

feunds plied himfelf with frelh ardour to railing the walls, of the 
Rome. city, and building the houfes they were to inclofe*. The 

colony was pretty numerous at hrft ; but the diflention of 
Year of its leaders, followed by a conflict, deftroyed many, and 
the world made others withdraw. It was now reduced to three thou- 
3253. land foot and three hundred horfe. Romulus had marked 

out, with a plough, a fquare round mount Palatine , making 
Before a continued furrow, to Ihew where the foundations of the 
Chrift walls were to be laid, except in the places designed for the 
751. gates, where, holding up the plough, he carried it without 

continuing the furrow. Hence the word porta , a gate, a 
portando. This ceremony was ever after oblerved on the like 
occailon. A fpace was left within between the walls and the 
houfes, on .which it was not lawful to build* and apother 
without, which was not to be ploughed. The line marked 
out by the plough was called Pomcsriwn f ; from whence the 
phrafe pomaerium proferre , to lignify the enlarging of the 
city. Romulus dedicated the new city to his reputed father 
the god Mars. 

In this rude flate, Rome , deftitute of civil laws and ma¬ 
gi ft rates, was more like a camp of foldiers than a city, and 
lerved only as a place of fecurity to men of defperate for¬ 
tunes, whom impunity, or hopes of booty had drawn toge¬ 
ther from various places. Greeks , Latins , Albans , and Tuf- 
cans , moft of them fhepherds and robbers, but all men of 
pefolute valour, were tne fir ft inhabitants of this proud city. 
The conquerors of the world owed their origin to a neft of 
thieves. 

Cato places the foundation of Rome on the eleventh of the 
calends of May , (that is, the twenty-firft of April) in the 
ftrft year of the feventh Olympiad, which anlwers to the 
year 751 before Cbri/l, and of the world 3253. On that day 
a paftoral feftival, called Palilia , was ever after celebrated 
at Rome ; but whether folely in commemoration of the 
founding of the city, or whether it was inftituted before, in 
honour of Pales y goddefs of the fhepherds J, or whether on 
both accounts, is not certainly known. 


* Liv. 1 . i. c. 8. Dion. Hal. 1. ii. p. 77-87. Plut. in Rom. 
f From pem mnenia, Plut. | See a defeription of the fu- 

perllitions ui'sd by the fhepherds on that day in Ovid dc fajiibus t 
iv. v. 771, The fame day was alfo called Ur bis natalis , 
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CHAP, II, 

fbe Monarchical Government of Rome, under her Je* 
ven Kings , who are /aid to have reigned 2 44 Tears . 

A S foon as the necefiary buildings were finifhed, Romulus 

aflembled the people, and bid'them chufe what form of 
government they thought beft. They immediately gave the 
preference to monarchy, as the moft confiftent with their 
favourite pafiions, liberty and empire ; and immediately pro- Romulu » 
claimed Romulus king of Rome ; which he, after conuilring chofen 
the auguries, agreed to. At the fame time they declared king, 
fcim the head of their religion, the chief magiftrate of the 
city, and general of the Irate*. Befides other guards, he 
had twelve li&ors f, who always attended him when he ap¬ 
peared in public. Each li&or was armed with a battle-ax 
Unrounded with a bundle of rods, which was the fymbol of 
fovereignty among his neighbours the Hetrurians. But, 
with all this pomp of royalty, his power was confined to 
very narrow limits J; and he had little more authority than 
to call together the fonate and the afiemblies of the people ; 
to propofe affairs to them; to march at the head of the army 
when war was refolved upon by a public decree; and to give 
directions about the difpofal of the public money. 

The firft care of the new prince was to make feveral laws 
concerning religion and civil government; which, however, 
were not publimed without the f onfent of the whole people. 

It is not well known what was the form of worfhip in thefe 
diftant ages : we only learn from hiftory, that the religion of 
the firft Ro?nans had a great conformity with their origin. 

Befides, the Palilia and the Lupercalia , mentioned before, 

Plutarch || fpeaks of a god called Confus , who prefided over 
councils, and whofe only temple was a grotto underground §. 

Romulus inftituted fome new feftivals, whereby religion be¬ 
came an eafe and relief to the labouring people. But the 
chief religion of thofe rude times lay in the arufyices and au¬ 
gurs. The former infpe&ed the entrails of the victims, and 
the latter foretold future events by the flight, the finging, or 
the feeding of birds. The flight of a raven on the left, and 


* Dion. Hal, 1 . ii. p. 81. f Liv. c. 8. J Dion. 1 . ii. 
Plut. in Rom. || In Romul. § A myftic turn has fince 
been given to what was perhaps then merely the effeft of chance 
or neceffity; and we are told, that this temple was contrived un¬ 
der ground, in order to teach men, that the deliberations of coun¬ 
cils Ihould be fecret. 
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of a crow on the right, were good omens ; fo was a!fo a clear 
fhrill note* . As for the feeding of chickens, the pullarius , 
or keeper, let them out of their coop, and threw down a 
handful of crumbs, or grain. If they feized the meat gree¬ 
dily, and fcattered part on the ground, the omen was favour¬ 
able. On the contrary, if they refufed to eat, the omen was 
fatal. The ftorv of P. Claudius , the conful, is well known, 
f who, ready to engage at fea in the firft Punic war, and 
hearing that the chickens would not come out of their coop, 
ordered them to be thrown into the fea, with this jeft, Jj 
they tv ill not eat, let them drink. He was conquered indeed; 
bat it need not be laid that his defeat was caufcd by his rafti- 
nefs, and not by his contempt of fo filly a ceremony. 

The fecond way of taking Arufpices, was from certain obfer- 
vations in the heavens. The augur marked in the air with 
the lituus, or augural draff, bent at the end, a certain fpace, 
to obferve what fhould pafs there. This fpace was called 
tcmplum, as well as the fpace where he flood to make his ob- 
fervations. This ceremony is largely ddcribed by Livy J. 

The pleafure of the gods was alfo con ful ted by the in- 
fpedtion of the entrails of victims. To this office were ap¬ 
pointed the Arufpices. Thefe were of much lefs confideration 
than the Augurs, who were always chofen out of the prime 
nobility. 

All thefe religious ceremonies were very antient. They 
were brought from Chaldea to Greece , from thence to the He - 
trurians , of whom they were borrowed by the Latins In 
after-times, the fenate ordered fix young Roman noblemen to 
to be fent every year to Hetruria , to be inftrudted in thefe 
matters. 

Th e pious frauds of Arufpifces, which owed their eftablifh- 
ment merely to the ignorance of the firft ages, became after¬ 
wards one of the great myfteries of ftate : and it is faid that 
Romulus caufed himfelf to 'be appointed the fir ft Augur of 
Rome , left others fhould gain the confidence of the multitude 
by the help of thole fuperftitions, in which the vulgar had 
great faith. By a law made purpofely for that end, he de¬ 
creed, that no election fhould be entered upon, nor any per- 
fon, for the future, be raifed to the royal dignity, the prieft- 
hood, or any of the public magiftracies ; nor any war be un¬ 
dertaken, till the Arufpices had firft been confulted. In the 
fame fpirit of religion, and with very wife policy §, he for¬ 
bad all worfhip cf foreign deities, which might have bred 
divifions among his new fubjedfs. By the fame law, the 
priefthood was to be for life ; priefts could not be eledted till 
the age of fifty, and none but their wives w r crc allowed to 


* Cic. de Divin. 1 . i. p. 12. Liv. I. x. c. 40. f Val. 

Max. i. i. c. 4. t Liv. 1 . 1. c. jS. jj Onuphr. de civ. 

Rom. c. ij. Cic. de pivin. 1 . i. p. 92, § Dion. Hal. 1 . ii. 

perform 
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perform the function of prieftefles. Their fons, who were 
called Camilla were to wait at the altars till the age of pu¬ 
berty ; and their daughters, called Cajnilles , fo long as they 
continued virgins. After the divifion of the people into dif¬ 
ferent daffies, the chief minifters of the gods were chofen 
from among the patricians; and the inferior priefts, out of 
fuch families only as were honourable. The facerdotal fa¬ 
milies were exempted from paying taxes and bearing arms; 
and the priefts were obliged to be acquainted with the laws 
"and cuftoms of their country, and to write its principal 
events : fo that they were the firft hiftorians and nrft law¬ 
yers of the Romans. 

Romulus having numbered the inhabitants of Rome f, found Numbers 

that they amounted to three thou (and three hundred men. his people 
Thefe he divided into three equal tribes, and affigned to each and di- 
a part of the city to inhabit, under the command of a Pras- videsthem 
feci or Tribune. Each tribe was divided into ten Curiae, into tribes 
or companies of one hundred men, under the command of a 
Centurion ; and every Curia was fubdivided into ten Decu- Curiaeand 
ri:s, which were commanded by their refpe&ive officers. A Decurise. 
prieft, who was called Curio, had the care of the facrifices of 
each Curia; and two of the principal inhabitants, called Du¬ 
umviri, diftributed juftice between man and man. 

After this, Romulus divided his fmall territory, not above Portions 
five or fix miles in extent, and originally dependent on the out the 
city of Alba , into three, but not equal, parts. One was con- territory 
fecrated to the expences of religious worfhip ; another was of Rome. 
referved for the king's revenue, and the exigencies of the 
ftate; and the third, which was the moft conliderable, was 
divided into thirty portions, to anfwer to the thirty Curiae. 

The fhare of each private man did not exceed two acres §. 

The next thing Romulus did, was to diftinguifh the peo- Divides 
pie, according to their birth and dignity, into Patricians and the people 
Plebeians. The former were to take care of the religious into Pa» 
rites and ceremonies, and to hold all the civil and military tricians 
dignities; the latter were to till the ground, feed cattle, and and Ple- 
foilow trades. To prevent the murmurings which this di- beians. 
ftindrion between citizens of one and the fame republic might 
occafion, Romulus endeavpured to bind them to each other 
by reciprocal ties and obligations. Every plebeian % was al- Patrons 
lowed to ehufe, out of the body of the patricians, a patron, and Cli- 
or protector, who was obliged to affift him with his ad- ents, their 
vice and power. In return, the client was bound, upon all refpettive 
occanons, to adhere to the intereft of his patron ; to affift duties, 
him with money, if required, towards paying his debts, 
portioning his daughters, or ranfoming him, or his children, 
jf taken in war. The patron and client were never to ac- 
(jjie each other, or take contrary Tides. Any breach of this 


f Ibid. X Ibid, 
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covenant was looked upon as a facrilege; and the offender 
became fo infamous, that no punifhment was inflicted on 
whoever killed him. 

EftablHh- To thefe regulations fucceeded the inftitution of thie fenate. 
ment of The king named the firft fenator, who was ftiled the Prince 
the fenate. of the Senate; and ordained, that in his abfence he lhoulj 

have the government of the city. Each tribe elcdfed three 
members, and each of the Curiae the like number; making 
in all one hundred fenators; who were chofen from amoinr 
the patricians, and were to be at the fame time the king’s 
minifters and the protestors of the people. Fundtions no lefs 
noble than hard to execute well. 

All affairs of importance were brought before the fenate. 
The prince, as head, prcfuled *, hut he had only his fingle 
vote, like a private fenator; and all queftions were decided 
by a plurality of voices. The fenators were called Patres, 
fathers ; and the name of Patricians was given to their de- 


f:enaants, who were the origin of the firft nobility among 
the Romans. All civil and military dignities, and the priest¬ 
hood, belonged to the Patricians only. 

Orvr’n of The fenate being thus eftablifhed, Romulus ordered the Cu- 


the Roman 

knidats. 


rite to chufe him a guard of three hundred young men ; ten 
out of each Curia. Thefe were called Celeres; either from 
their hr ft captain, whofe name was 6VAr, or from the fvvift- 
nois with which they executed the orders they received. 
They fought either on foot or on horfeback, as occafion re¬ 
quired. The ftate found them a horfe; from whence they 


Privileges 
of the 


quired. The ftate found them a horfe ; from whence they 
were called Equites, knights; and they were diftinguifhed 
by a gold ring. They were commanded by a Tribune called 
Trib sinus Cclerum , three Centurions, and other inferior of¬ 
ficers. This was the origin of the Roman knisrhts. 


neers. This was the origin of the Roman knights. 

The king’s off.ee at home was to take care of religious af¬ 
fairs ; to be the guardian of the laws and cuftoms ; to de- 


king, fe- cide the weightier caufes between man and man, referring 
nate, and thofe of lefs moment to the fenate; to call together the fena- 
peopie. tors, and affemble the people; firft giving his opinion of what 

was propofed, and then ratifying, by his confent, what was 
agreed on by the majority. Abroad, and in time of war, he 
was to command the army with abfolute authority, and to 
take care of the public money. The fenate were not only 
to^be judges in all caufes that were referred to them, but like- 
wife to debate and refolve upon fuch public affairs as the kimr 


propoied, and to determine them by the plurality of voices. 
To the people was committed, the creating of magiftrates, 
the electing of the king himfclf, the enacting of laws, and the 


« * q - J ~ -Q 

refolving upon any war that was propofed by the king; but 

in all thefe things, the approbation of the fenate Was necef- 
fiiry. 
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Such was the fundamental conftitution of thisftate, neither 
purely monarchical, nor entirely republican. The king, the 
lcnate, and the people, were in a fort of mutual dependance; 
from whence refulted a balance of authority which moderated 
that of the prince, and at the fame time fecured the power of 
the fenate and the liberty of the people. 

The new colony being thin of inhabitants, Romulus opened 
an afylum for debtors, fugitive (laves, outlaws, murderers, 
and every fort of criminals. To this end he ere&ed a temple 
to a new fort of divinity, which he called the Afybean God, 
under v/hofe protection all forts of criminals were to be fe- 
cure. Multitudes flocked to him from the neighbouring 
countries. They were not, indeed, at firft received within 
the walls, but had the hill Satumius , afterwards called Capi- 
tolinus , afligned them for their habitation. Afterwards, when 
Romulus enlarged his city, the afylum was inclofed within the 
wails; and thofe who had fled to it, being brought under 
fome regulation, became citizens of Rome, 

The prudent regulations in the government of Rome , and 
efpecially the liberty which her fubjeCts enjoyed, attra&ed 
likewife, from all parts, numbers of more valuable citizens. 
Romulus made them all foldiers; and his new ftate began al¬ 
ready to grow formidable to its neighbours, and wanted no¬ 
thing but women to fccure its duration. 

Romulus fent deputies to demand intermarriage with the Sa¬ 
bines and other neighbouring nations, and to propofe a ftriCt 
alliance between them and Rome. His offers were rejected 
with fcorn. “ Why,” faid the Sabines tc does not your 
“ prince open an afylum for vagabond women and fugitive 
u female (laves, as he has done for men ? He might then 
“ make marriages wherein neither party could upbraid the 
“ other.” 

Incenfed at this anfwer, he determined to take by force what 
he could not obtain by gentle means. The chief of the fenate 
approved of his delign. Accordingly, Romulus proclaimed a fo- 
lemn feaft, and public games, in honour of the god Confus , or 
Neptune , creator of the horfe , as fome interpret this word. This 
brought together a great concourfe of people, fome to fee the 
fhew, and fome the new city. The Sabines , being neareft to 
Rome , were the moft numerous. In the midft of the folemnity, 
the Romans , upon a (ignal given by Romulus , ruffled, fword 
in hand, into the aflembly, feizcd all the daughters of the 
fpedators, and, by main force, carried them to their houfes, 
where they were kept till the next day, without any farther 
infult being offered them. They were in all fix hundred and 
eighty-three ; and Romulus chofe fo many hufbands for them. 

• This violence was highly refented by the neighbouring 
people, and occafioned a war which lafted feveral years. 
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The Caninenfes were the firft that armed to revenge the in- 
fult. They entered the lands of the Romans: Romulus en¬ 
gaged and defeated them *, killed their king, Acron , with his 
own hand; took their city, razed it, and lent all the inha¬ 
bitants to Rguic , where they were allowed the fame privileges 
as the moft antient citizens. For this vi&'orv, Romulus de- 
creed himfelf the honours of a triumph. He returned to 
Rome , laden with the armour of the vanquifhed king, which 
he confecrated to 'Jupiter Firetrius. Thefe lpoils were called, 


by way of diftindhon, fpolia ophna , rich fpoils ; or, fpoils dif¬ 
ficult to he obtained ; becaufe they were taken by the general 
of the Roman army from the enemy’s general, after having 
killed him with his own hand. The whole Roman hi (lory 
affords but two more inftances of fuch fpoils, and they were 
taken by Cojfus and Metellus. The Antemnates and Crujlumi- 
ni , who had likewife taken up arms, had no better fortune 
than the Ccsninenfes. They alfo were overcome, and their 
cities were taken. Romulus would not deftroy them ; but, 
their countries being fruitful, he fettled in them colonies 
which were a barrier on that fide againff: the incurfions of 
other enemies. The inhabitants were removed to Rome , 
and admitted to all the privileges of Roman citizens. By this 
condudi:, the reputation of his clemency, as well as bravery, 
became fo great, that feveral cities of Hetruria voluntarily 
fubmitted to him. Ceslius , an Hetrurian general, led all the 
troops under his command to Rome , and fettled on an hill 
near the city, which, from him, took the name of Mount 
Caelius. 

Romulus , being now obliged to enlarge the corapafs of his 
city, took in the hill Saturnius , called afterwards Mons Capita - 
linusi and on the top of it built a ftrong citadel, which he com¬ 
mitted to the government of a noble Roman named Tar- 
pius . 

Tatius , king of the Curctes , in the country of the Salines , 
was the laft, but not leaf! formidable, enemy that at¬ 
tacked the Romans. Fie furprized the city of Rome, 
and penetrated to the very forum , where an obftinate and 
bloody light enfued. The victory was doubtful, when, the 
Saline women, who were become the wives of the Romans , 
and who, in general, had children by them already, threw 
themfelves into the midft of the combatants, and by .their 
prayers and tears fufpended their animofity. An jiccomoda- 
tion was agreed upon: the two nations made peace; and 
that the union might he the ftronger, moft of thefe Sabines, 
who before lived difperfed in the country, or in fmall towns* 
came and fettled at Rome , and increafed the number of her 


citizens, whofe privileges were allowed them. Romulus was 
wounded in this hghf,*the concluficn of which cofl: him alfo 
a part of his fovcrcigi 
to an equal fharc in t 

of the noblcft of his people into the lenate, with the fame 

title 
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title and privileges as the Romans *. The two kings reigned 
iointly, and with great harmony, for five years : Ro?nulus 

\ i 1 * __ _* 11 7j 7 * * i Cl- . • n i. 




Tarp 


Tatius 




The 


and Tarpcian hills became a common market-place for the 
two united nations, and was called the Forum. The union 


of the two nations foon produced 


cuftoms, and religion 


¥ 


mixture of manners. 


by the mediation of 


Matronalia , in memory of 
ion of the Sabine women t 


hey unanimoufly inftituted the 


and, as a farther 


mark of diftm&ion, every one was commanded to give way 
to them; all immodeft difcourfes were forbidden in their pre¬ 
fence ; in capital caufes they were exempted from the jurif- 
di&ion of the ordinary judges, and their children were al¬ 
lowed to wear a golden ball hanging down their necks, and 

• 1 1 lit. • n • • /i « ^ ^ 


i 

vulgar. 


ailed prectexta, to diftinguifh them from 


The only military expedition under the two kings, was the Caweria 
conqueft of Camcria , a city in the neighbourhood of Rome, made a 


Rome 
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from whence a colony was fent to Cameria. lony. 

In the fixth year of Romulus and Tatius , the latter, having 
provoked the Lavinians by injudicioufly protecting fome of Year of 
his friends, who had ravaged their territories, was murdered Rome 14. 
by them at the foot of the altar, while he and Romulus were 
offering a facrifice in the city of Lavinium. Romulus ,-who Death of 
never liked an equal in authority, was fufpefted of being Fat ins, 
concerned in this affair. However, he carried his colleague’s 


never 


Mount 


time 


Not Jong after, a plague, attended with a great famine. Year* of 
breaking out at Rome , the Carnerini attempted to fliake off p 0 ' mE 

the Roman yoke. Romulus marched againft them, killed fix ^ J7 

thoufand of them on the fpot, and, returning to Rome, en- ’ 7 ‘ 

tered the city in triumph. The like fuccefs attended him R omu i ut 

againft the Fidenates , whofe city, Handing about forty fur- defeatsthe 

fe 1 , 1 S ' S J r . om R° me -> he took, and made it a Roman colony. cWrW 
The Veientes r claimed Fidenes, as a city within their jurifdic- p/ \ * 

tion, and laid fiege to it: but they were defeated in two hat- a nd ^Vti* 
ties, and forced, in order to obtain a truce for an hundred Ente 
years, to give up feven fmall towns on the Tiber , with fome 
falt-pits _ near the mouth of that river, and to fend fifty of 
their chief citizens to Rome , to be kept there as hoftages. 

This war nror.ured Romulus the hnnnunnf a t-hirrl 
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ly> at the houfes of their rehpc&ive kings ; but afterwards met at 
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This was the 1 aft war in which Romulus engaged. The I 
remaining part of his life was employed in fettling the civil I 
government of his ftate. He made many good laws ; but wel 
have only fome fragments of them remaining. The firft re -1 
lates to marriages, and forbids a wife to leave her hufSafidj 
upon any pretence whatever; but allows the hufband to put I 
away his wife, and even to punifh her with death, in cafe I 
fhe were convi&ed of adultery, poifoning, making talfe keys, I 
or only of drinking wine. Romulus thought this laft inter -1 
di&ion neceflary to prevent adultery, which he looked upon I 
as the too natural effect of that dangerous liquor. Each I 
hufband was confined to one wife; their goods were in com-1 
mon between them, but under the adminiftration of the I 
hufband. His laws, with refpect to the power of fathers! 
over their children, are the moft cruel that were ever heard! 
of. The former had an abfolute power over the lives and! 
fortunes of the latter ; fo that, by their own private autho¬ 
rity, they could imprifon them, fell them for flaves, and even 
put them to death, at any age, and in any ftation*. He 
appointed no punifhment for real parricide, but called all 
murder fo, thinking the latter a deteftable crime, but the 
former impoflible : and indeed it was unknown in Rome for 
near fix hundred years, as divorces were, notwithftanding 
the hufband’s power, for five hundred and twenty years f. 
Well knowing that the power of a ftate confifts not fo much 
in its extent, as in the number of its inhabitants, he made it 
criminal to kill, or even fell, an enemy in war, if he yielded. 
The defign of his wars was only to conquer men : being 
fure he fliould never want lands, while he had troops fuffici- 
ent to pofiefs themfelves of them. 

Romulus , in the latter end of his reign, whether too much 
elated with his former fuccefies, or carried away with no¬ 
tions of arbitrary power, began to extend his prerogative be¬ 
yond due bounds, and to pay no longer any deference to his 
great council. The fenate was indeed aflembled, but only 
for form fake, and to ratify his commands. Incenfed at this 
haughty and arbitrary behaviour, they refolved his death, 
and foon after eftefted it. Romulus having appointed a re¬ 
view'of his troops on a plain without the city, the fenate 
attended him thither. YVhilft he was haranguing them, a 
fudden ftorm difperfed the army, and the fenators remained 
alone with the king, who never was feen after. To ap- 

E eafe the people, and remove their fufpicions of what had 
appened, the fenators gave out, that, in the midft of the 
ftorm, Romulus was, oh a hidden, furroundcd by a flame, 
and fnatched up into Heaven. Julius Proclus, a fenator of 
great diftiniSlion, having aflembled the Curiae, fwore to the 



* Dion. Hal. 1 . ii. p. 92. A. Gell. c. 23. 
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\yuth of this ftory, and allured them, that Romulus had ap¬ 
peared to him, and enjoined him to acquaint his people, that 
jihad pleafed the Gods to take him back to Heaven, from 
whence he came ; but that he would always be a propitious 
god to them, under the name of Quirinus *. His death hap¬ 
pened on the 7th of July , in the thirty-feventh year of his 
reign, and the fixtieth, or, as fome fay, fifty-fifth year of his 
age. Thus ended one of the greateft heroes of antiquity* 
the firft founder and law-giver of the Romans , who, in a few 
years, formed out of a gang of flaves and profligates, a people 
which, in procefs of time, became mafters of the world, and 
were yet more renowned for their virtue, than for their cou¬ 
rage or conquefts ; who, from three thoufand three hundred 
men, with which he firft began, increafed his fubjeftrs to for- 
ty-feven thoufand foldiers, all infpired with the fame fpirit 
of preferving their own liberty, and making themfelves maf¬ 
ters of that of others. 

By the death of Romulus , who left no iflite, the fupreme Interreg- 
authority devolved on the fenators, who divided it among num . 
themfelves, and each governed in his turn five days, with the 
title of Inter-rex , and enjoyed all the honours of fovereignty. 

This new form of government lafted fomewhat more than a 
year ; when the people, weary of having fo many lords, in¬ 
filled on a change. The fenate gave them their option, ei¬ 
ther to eleft a king, or chufe annual magiftrates. The peo¬ 
ple, out of refpe£t, referred the choice to them. Several of 
the fenators, willing to keep the power in their own' hands, 
inclined to the republican ftate j but the chief of that body, 
who fecretly afpired to the crown, got a vote palled in favour 
of monarchy. A general aflembly of the people f was held j 
and the fenator who had laft performed the office of Inter¬ 
rex, addrefiing himfelf to them, faid, “ Ele£t yourfelves a Form of 
“ king, O Rotnans ; the fenate give their confent: and if electing 
“ you make choice of a prince worthy to fucceed Romulus , kings. 

“ the fenate will confirm him in that fupreme dignity.” 

The fenate confifted of two forts of fenators ; the old Numa 
ones, and thofe that had been added to them in the reign of Pompilius 
Tatius. The former demanded a Roman ; the latter, one of elefted 
their own country. After great difputes, it was agreed, that king, 
the old fenators fhould name the king of Rome j but that 
they fhould chufe him from among the Sabhtes. Their Choice 
fell upon Numa Pompilius , | a man of virtue, wifdom, mode- His du¬ 
ration, and equity j but no great foldier. This worthy rafter. 


* Dion. Hal. 1 . ii. Plut. Liv. 1 . i. c. 16. 

+ Th o. ajfembly of the people included not only plebeians, but 

alfo the fenators, knights, and all the koman citizens in general, 

who had a right of fuffrage. The plebeians, being more numerous 

than the two other orders, generally had the decifion of affairs on 
thefe occaftons. 
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prince reclaimed his fubje&s from their favage fondnefs for 


Rome 40. war and plunder, and taught them the arts of peace, and the 

happinefs of civil and focial life, by inftrudling them in the 


He dif- 



1 


eat duties of religion, or piety towards their gods, and in the 
aws of juftice and humanity, which contained their duty to¬ 
wards their fellow-creatures. The reign of this good prince, 


mifi'es the which laired forty-three years, was the moft happy period 
guard of of time Rome ever knew, from her foundation to her diffolu- 
three hun- tion. He difmifled the royal guard of three hundred celeres , 
dred Ce- faying, it would ill become him to reign over a people he 


ere s. 


Divid 


diftrufted, or to diftruft a people that compelled him to reign 
over them. 

The more effectually to divert the Romans from the purfuit 
the minif- of their favourite paffion, war; Numa increafed the pomp, 
ters of re- and multiplied the ceremonies, of religion, the minifters of 
ligioninto which he divided into eight dalles, viz. Curiones , or parti- 
eight cular pricfts of each curia ; Fiamines , fo called from the fa- 

claffes* fhion or colour of their caps ; Celeres , attendants on the 


prieffs 


Augurs , whofe province was divination ; Vejlals , 


devoted to the goddefs Vejla , in whofe temple they were ob¬ 
liged to keep the facred fire perpetually burning *; Salii, or 
guardians of the ancilia f; Feciates, or heralds, whofe bufinefs 
was to demand fatisfadion for injuries done by enemies, to 
proclaim war againft them, and to take care that all treaties 
were faithfully obferved ; and laftly, Pcntijices , the moft ve¬ 
nerable of all the clafles, whofe office was to fuperintend the 
other priefts, to regulate the feafts and facrifices, and to give 
fentence in all caufes relating to religion. Thefe laft had a 
prefident, ftiled Pontifex Maximus , whofe office was one of 
the moft honourable in the ftate. 


* The fifety of the empire was thought to depend upon the per¬ 
petuity of this fire. The veffals were held in the higheft honour 
io long as they preferved their virginity, and took care of this 
iire. Lictors carried fafees before them, as before the kings ; and 
they had the privilege of laving the life of any criminal, if they 
chanced to pafs by the place where thefe unhappy creatures were. 
In return, the leaft fault in a veftal was punifhed with the utmoft 
feyerity. If lhe chanced to let the facred fire go out, fhe was beaten 

with rods, like a Have; and for a breach of challity fhe was bu¬ 
ried alive. 

f The Ancilia were twelve fhielcls, exa&ly alike, which Numa 
ordered to be made for the greater fafety of preferving a fliield, 
which he pretended fell down from heaven into his hands, during 
a converfation he had with the nymph Egeria ; and on the pre- 
fervation of which, that nymph allured him, the welfare and dura¬ 
tion of Rome depended. They were hung up in the temple of 

Mars, and guarded by twelve young Romans of diffinction, wh.Q 
were called Salii. 

Numa 
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Numa introduced a new kind of deities, called Termini, or Introdu- 
,'Boundaries , which he caufed to be placed upon the borders ces new 
of the Roman Hate, and of each man’s property. To remove deities, 
them was deemed Sacrilege, and any one might kill the of- erefts al- 
fender with impunity. A feftival, called Terminalia , was in- tars, and 
ftituted in honour of them. He eredled an altar to Fidcs , or builds a 
Good Faith , and dedicated a temple to Janus, the fymbol of temple to 
prudence, which looks two wavs, to examine what is paft, Janus. 
and what may come. This temple ftood open in time of 
war, and was fhut in time of peace. 

The reformation of religion was followed by an improve- Improves 
ment of the laws, in which particular regard was had to the the laws, 
preferving ofmodefty in women. Hu {bands were, however, 
permitted to lend their wives to others, whofe wives were 
barren ; but they ftill retained their former power over 
them, and could call them home, or lend them to others, at 
their pleafure. He reformed the law by which Romulus 
had given parents an abfolute power over their children ; 
for he would not fuffer a father to fell his fon after mar¬ 
riage; thinking it unjuft, that a woman, who had married a 
freeman, fhould be obliged to live with a Have. 

He parcelled out the lands of the ftate, and diftributed Encoura- 
them into pagi , or villages, each of which had a chief, whofe ges agri- 
bufinefs was to keep an eye ever the hufbandmen, to encou- culture, 
rage the diligent, and punifh the flothful, and report the pro- 
grefs of agriculture to the king, who frequently advanced 
the induftrious to the firft dignities in the ftate. By this 
means the lands were cultivated, and the city difburthened 
of the idle foldiery, who had been accuftomed, under Romu¬ 
lus , to live by rapine*. 

But the mafter-piece of Numa's policy was, his diftribu- Diilri- 
ting the citizens of Rome into diftincl bodies, according to butes the 
their feveral trades and occupations. Each had its particu- c ; f :" ns 

lar privileges, ieftivals, facrifices, &c. By this means, the i nt odif- 
people became mote intimately united, and the diftindtion of t : n & b 0 - 
Romans and Sabines , which had frequently given rife to fac- 
tions, wai fo6n forgot f. 

To fix the due order of the feftivals, it was neceflary to Reforms 
regulate the days and months of the year. In Romulus's t h e Ca- 
time, the year confifted of only ten months, and began in i en dar. 
March. But as this did not agree with either the folar or 
the lunar year, Numa added the months of January and Fe¬ 
bruary to the beginning of the year. He likewife introduced 
the diftiridHon between lucky and unlucky days, fajli and ne- 
fajli. The courts of juftice were allowed to fit, and the 
people to be affembled, on the former of thefe days, but not 
on the latter. 



* Plut. in Numa. 
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Numa died in the eighty-fecond year of his age, finccrdy 
regretted by all his people, who looked upon him as their fa¬ 
ther and heft of friends. He left but one daughter, named 
Pompilia , who was married to Numa Marcius , by whom file 
had Ancus Marcius , the fourth king of Rome. * 

After a fhort inter-regnum, the Romans chofe for their 
third king, Tullus Hcjlilius , a prince of a bold, enterprifing 
genius, fonder of war than of peace, and determined to pre- 
lcrve his ftate by the fame means that it had been founded. 
Tullus , whofe private fortune was very great, began his reign 
with an act of generoftty which gained him the hearts of all 
his people. He diftributed among fuch of them as had no 
pofl’eflions, the lands which had been let apart for the ex- 
pences of the king. 

Catlius, or, as lome call him, Cluilius , chief of the Albans , 
jealous of the growing power of Rome , gave private direc¬ 
tions to feme of his fubjefts to lay wafte the Roman territo¬ 
ries. The Romans , in their turn, attacked the Albans , and, 
as Cedlus expended, a quarrel enfued between the two na¬ 
tions, and both took the field. The armies foon met, and 
feemed juft ready to engage, when the Alban general, either 
fearing the fuccefs of a battle, or perhaps only defirous to 
fpare the effufion of blood, propofed to the Romans, to refer 
the fate of both nations to three combatants on each fide. 
The propofal was accepted. The Romans chofe three bro¬ 
thers, called the Horatii, and the Albans pitched upon three 
other brothers, called the Curiatii. The champions engaged 
in the prefence of both armies, and vidlory feemed doubtful 
for a long time. At length, two of the Horatii fell ; and 
the Alban camp was filled with fliouts of joy. The three 
Curiatii were wounded, and the remainingiArr///W was unhurt 
and ftill vigorous. However, not thinking himfelf a match 


for the three brothers together, he made ufe of a ftratagem 
to feparate them ; artfully retreating as if he had fled. The 
Curiatii purfued him, but at unequal diftances. The Romm, 

watching his opportunity* turned fhort upor 

to the 


champion 


them, and flew them all, before one could come up 
aftiftancc of the other f. The Albans immediately a 
ledsred Rome for their fuperior. 


acknow- 


Horatius , returning into the city, laden with the arms and 
fpoils of his enemies, met his After, who was to have beer 


Seeing her brother drefled ir 


married to one of the Curiatii. 
her lover’s coat of armour, which fhe herfelf had wrought 
fhc burft into a flood of tears, tore her hair, and, in the 
transports of her ferrow, uttered the moft violent impreca 
lions againft her brother. 


He, 


war 


0 v med 


with his victory. 


and mcenfed at the grief which his filler exprefifed, with fuel 
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unreafonable palTxon, in the heat of his anger, {tabbed her 
to the heart. “ Begone, faid he, to thy lover, and carry 
him that degenerate paffion which makes thee prefer a 
« dead enemy to the glory of thy country.” Every one 
was amazed and {hocked at the deed. Horatius was imme¬ 
diately feized, and carried before the Duumviri, who con¬ 
demned him to death. By the king’s advice, he appealed^ Is con- 
to an alTembly of the people, who, rather,thro’ admiration of demned 
his courage, than for the juft ice of his caufe, revoked this bytheDa- 
fentence*. However, that the crime might not go wholly ummiri, 
nnpunifhed, he was fentenced to pafs under the yoke f ; an but par- 
ignominy which it was ufual to infiidf on prifoners of war, doiied by 
who had cowardly furrendered their arms ; and expiations the people 
were appointed to pacify the gods. 

The behaviour of the Fide nates having been fufpicious du- Tullus 
ring the war with the Albans , Tullus cited them to appear makes 
before the Roman fenate, to anfwer for their conduct : but war upon 
they, confcious of their guilt, and in private intelligence the Fide- 
with Fufftius , chief of the Albans , who wanted to {hake off nates. 
the Roiitan yoke, refufed to obey, and, in conjunction with 
the Vdenies, took the field. Fuffetius , thinking to conceal 
his treachery, joined Tullus with the Alban troops ; but the 
day before the battle, he acquainted his principal officers 
with his defign, which was, to ftand neuter, till fortune had 
declared for one fide, and then join the conqueror. While 
the armies were in motion to engage, Fuffetius accordingly 1 rca , c lc j" 
retired with his troops to a rifing ground, to watch the or ^ ie 
event of the battle. The Fidenates and Vcientes were entire- Albans ' 
ly defeated by the Romans : whereupon Fuffctius, coming 
down from his hill, fell upon their fcattered remains.^ 

Tullus , concealing his knowledge of Fuffetius’s treachery, 
which he had been informed of before the battle, went pri¬ 
vately in the night to Rome, to confult the fenate, and re¬ 
turned to the camp by break of day. He then detached Alb; de- 
Horatius who had conquered the three Albans, with a chofen molifiud, 
body of troops, to demolifh Alba ; and, in the mean time, and the 
commanded both the Roman and Alban troops to attend him Jlibnus 
unarmed, but with private inftruCtions to the Romans to tranf- 
conceal their fwords under their garments. When they planted to 
were affembled, he acquainted them with Fuffetius’s perfidy, Rome. 
and ordered him to be torn afunder by horfes. His ac¬ 
complices were put to the fword. The reft of the Alban Year of 
foldiers were carried to Rome , with the citizens, and the Rome By. 
chief men among them were admitted into the fenate ; 


* This appeal (hews plainly, that the fupreme power was in the 
people. 

f The yoke was formed by two upright polls, with a beam laid 
acrofs on the top, like a gallows. It was called fororum tigillum, 
or the fi/ters rafter. 

I Liv. 1 . i. c. 27. 


9 
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others were made knights, and all. without exception, eiw 

Thus fell the rich 


joyed the privileges of Roman citizens* 
and populous city of Alba, the mother of Rome . This in- 
creafe of inhabitants obliging 'Tullus to enlarge the limits of 


the city, he took in mount Ccclius , and built himfelf a palace 
there. The nex fpring, he marched againft the Fidenates , 
defeated them in a pitched battle, and reduced them to fuch 
{freights, that they furrendered at diferetion, and were made 
dependent upon Rome. This victory procured Tullus the 
honours of a triumph j-. 

The power of Rome being now greatly increafed, Tullus 
turned his arms againft the yet unfubdued Sabines, who, af¬ 
ter two years obftinate refinance, were defeated in two great 
battles, the laft near Ereturn , a town about thirteen miles 


from Rome , and forced to accept a peace upon the con- 

A fecond triumph was decreed him for 
The Sabines revolted again, a few years alter, 


queror’s terms %. 


this vidfory 

and were again made fenfible of the fuperiority of Rome . 

All the Laiine towns, which had been dependent on Alba , 
were fummoned to fubmit to the Roman laws. On their re- 
fuling to comply, their hnrveft was deftroyed, their country 
laid wafte, and their city of Medulla taken, and put out of 
a condition of refilling again, at lcaft for manyyears. 

Authors difagree as to the manner of Tullus’s death. 
Some fay that he was killed by lightning, with his wife, 
children, and family ; and others, that he died by the hands 
of Ancus Marcius , his fucceli'or, who flew him and his whole 
family, while they were performing a domcftic facrifice, and 
then let fire to the palace, to conceal his crime. Tullus 
reigned thirty-three years, and left the city greatly in¬ 
creafed, but the dominions much the fame as in the time of 
Ronndus §. 

Ancus Marcius, grandfon of Numa , was elebled in the 
room of Tullus HoJiUius , by the aflcmbly of the people, and 
fenate afterwards confirmed the election. The 


the 


new 


king began his reign by endeavouring to reftore the religious 
ceremonies, which had been neglected under his predecef- 
for, and to revive hufbandry, and cultivate the arts of peace: 
a conduct which gained him the affections of his fubjedfe. 
But he foon found by experience, that a throne requires 
other virtues than piety. His neighbours, and particularly 
the La tines, holding him in contempt for his pacific difpofi- 
tion, foon began to make incurfions on the frontiers of the 
Romans. A herald was fent to demand fatisfiuSlion ; and on 
its being refufed, war was declared againft the invaders. 
Ancus took the field, made himfelf mafter of feveral cities of 
Latin:a, and lent their inhabitants to Rome , where he fettled 



* Dion. Hal. 1 . iii. p. 163. f Liv. 1. i. c. 30, J Dion. 

Hal. p. 175. Liv. 1. 3. c. 30. $ Liv. i. i. c. 31, 
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them on the hill Aventinus. The Latines raifed all the forces 
they could, but were defeated, and Ancus triumphed at Rome 
for his advantages over them. 

The FI donates, Veien-es , and Volfci, felt likewife the effects 
of the Roman power. The Fidenates had revolted uring the 


Defeats 
the Fide- 


Latine war. Anew marched againft them, and took Fid cm? nates, Sa- 
by fap ; which is the firft inftance we meet with in the Ro - bines, Vei- 
man hiftory of that kind of attack. He next went againft entes, and 
the Sabines , who had renewed their hoftilities, defeated their Foljci. 
united forces, and granted them peace upon honourable 
terms. Over the Vet entes he obtained two complete victo¬ 
ries, for which a triumph was decreed him by the fenate *. 

Ancus fpent the latter years of his reign in improving and 
enlarging the city, and enriching its inhabitants. He took 
in the Aventine hill, and the hill ‘Jani cuius, which laft, ly¬ 
ing on the other fide of the Tiber , he made a fort of citadel 
for Rome , and opened a communication between it and the 
city, by a bridge which he built over the river. He like¬ 
wife extended the territories of Rome , at the expence of the 
Veientes , quite to the fea, where he built the port and city of 
OJlia, to fecure the advantages of trade to his fubje&s. 

He died after a reign of twenty-four years, and left two ^ car 
fons, one an infant, and the other about fifteen, under the Rome 
guardianfhip of Tarquin the cider, who, though a ftranger, 
and but lately fettled at Rotne , found means fo to ingratiate Tarquin 
himfelf with the people, by his gallant behaviour and great elected 
liberality, that he was eledted king, in prejudice to the chil- ki n g* 


dren of Ancus. 


Defeats 


Tarquin’s firft war was with the Latinos , whom he defeated 
in three engagements, and took feveral of their cities. On th cLat/nes 
his return to Rome he was honoured with a triumph +, and 
employed the fpoils of the conquered cities of Latium in 
building a circus % for the Roman games. 

The war with the Latins was fcarce ended, when all 
Hetruria combined againft Tarquin , and entered 


into an 

agreement, that if any city ftood neuter, it fhould be cut 
off from the general alliance. 33 y this means the Hetruri- 
ens raifed a confiderable army, ravaged the Roman territory, 
and made themfelves mafters of Fideuce, by the treachery of 
fome of its inhabitants. The king did not take the field in 
perfon the firft year ; but the next he armed all his legions, 
fummoned his allies, and, early in the fpring, divided his 
army into two bodies, putting himfelf at the head of the 
Romans, and giving the command of the allies to his coufm 
Ccllatinus. This laft was defeated ; but Tarquin routed the 
Hetrurians twice, and re-took Fidence, which was a key to 
the Roman dominions. Such of the Fidenates as were fuL 


Subdues 
the He- 
trnrians . 
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nans , 

nifhment, and their lands wer 
Who Tub- Roman foldiers. 

and 


J o ' 

the reft were lent into ba- 


rmr, 
acknow- 


king. 


pedled of having been concerned in betraying it to the Hetru- 

were whipped to death ; 

divided by lot among the 
This done, Tarquin fell upon the Metric 
rians once more, before their whole ftrength could be af- 
fembled, and overthrew them with great ha ugh ter near 

him a triumph* 

which 


ledge him Ereiwn : for which th 

^ f“7^1 * 1 T 7 - 


with great 
fenate decreed 


for their The vanquifhed Hetruriam fued for peace, wmen was 

granted, on their acknowledging the fovcrcignty of the Rg~ 

This war lafted nine vears. 


Year of 


R om 


'S 9 


Tarquin turned 


l arqmn 

embei- 


mans. 

An interval of reft fucceeding this war, 
his thoughts to the beautifying, cleanfing, and fortifying of 
Rome. He rebuilt the walls of the city, with hewn ftone; 
made thole famous common lowers, which have fince been 
numbered among the wonders of the world f ; forrounded 
liihcs^owe th q. forum with galleries, in which were (hops for tradeftnen, 

and built temples in it, with fchools for the youth of both 
fexes, and halls for the adminiftration of public juftice. 

Thcfe works were fcarce ended, when the Romans en¬ 
gaged in a war with the Sabines , under pretence of their 
Sabines, having aftifted the Hetruriam . Both armies engaged on the 

confines of Sabinia ; the battle lafted the whole day, with fo 
little advantage on either fide, that the generals (landing in 
awe of each other, retired to their refperSlive camps, and 
foon a 


His war 
with the 


15 


t- «. 


tl o 


tnem. 


more that campaign. 


fter returned home, without attempting any thing 

Tarquin employed the winter in ma¬ 
king the nccefVary preparations againft the next year. His 
infantry was fufficiently numerous, but he wanted cavalry, 
and therefore refolved to add fome new bodies of knights tc 
thofe of Romulus’s inftilution, they being all the horfe the 
Romans had. In any lefs fuperftitious ftatc, Tarquin’s defigr 
would have been put in execution without the lead diffi¬ 


culty 


but in this it was looked upon as an innovation. 


and therefore met with great eppofition. The augurs were 
confulted, and it was at laft refolved, not to increafe the 
number of the corps of horfe, but to augment the numbei 

fo as to make the Roman cavalry 

From this time. 

4 

camp or city. 


of knights of each 


corps 


amount in all to eighteen hundred 


no determination was 


men. 

either in the 


macie, 

without the approbation of the augurs. 

Tarquin took the field early in the fpring ; 
bines , who had received conlidenible reinfor< 


but the Sa- 
einforcemcnts from 


^ T • 1 • 

MV, I. 1. C. 35. 

t j k-fe fewer s, built of hard ftone, and arched over fo ftrongl 
a? to bear the weight of houfes upon them, were high and wid 
enough tor a cart loaded with hay to pafe eafily through thei 
rnaer ground. The standing water-*, which before infected Romt 
the mud and filth, which rendered the slreets iiiipaffable, wer 
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Hetruria, were before-hand with him, and had encamped 
near the mouth of the Anio and the Tiber. The Hetrurians 
were pofted on one fide of the Tiber, and the Sabines on the 
other, having a communication by a bridge of boats. Tar- 
quin, who had encamped on an hill near the Anio, fet fire to 
this bridge, by fending down the river flat-bottomed boats, 
filled with combuftible matters. The Sabines haftened to 
extinguish the flame, and, in their hurry, left their camp 
unguarded. Tarauin , feizing the opportunity, attacked and 
made himfelf mafter of it ; whilft a detachment of the Ro¬ 
mans, having pafled the Tiber in the night, fell Suddenly oil 
the camp of the Hetrurians. The enemy, thus attacked on 
both Sides, fled in Such confufion, that moft of them pc- 
rifhed, in the flames, by the Sword, or in the river. The 
arms of the enemy, which floated down the ftream, brought 
the news of this victory to Rome, before the arrival of the 
meflengers difpatched by the king J. 

Tarquin, purfuing his advantage, entered the territory of 
the Sabines, laid it wafte, and forced them to fue for peace: 
but he granted them only a truce ; at the end of which they 
pafled the Anio again, and made incurfions on the Roman 
lands. The Romans attacked, and entirely defeated them a Defeats 


e 


time. 


Second time. The Sabines appeared again in the field early them a 2d 
the next year, but declined a battle. Tarquin, not thinking time, 
it advifeable to attack their camp, furroundedit on all Sides, and redu- 
and, by cutting off their communication with the neighbour- ces them 
ing county, reduced them to Such flreights, that they mult to great 
all have perilhed, or laid down their arms, had not their ftreights. 
general taken advantage of a dark and ftormy night to march 
them off, unobferved by the Romans. 

The Romans and Sabines met again the next year, and their fj e( j e feats 
generals agreed to put the whole to the iflue of a battle. .1 ^ 

The fight was obftinate, and lafted the whole day; but in t j me 
the end the Romans gained a complete victory; and the Sa- * 
bines, to obtain peace, put them in pofleffion of all their 
ftrong places. Their prifoners were delivered up without 
ranfom; and Tarquin, returning to Ro?ne, entered the city in 
triumph*. 

The Sons of /Incus Marches had hitherto lived quietly un¬ 
der the government of Tarquin, hoping to reign after him; 
but when they found he was taking meafures to continue in 
his family the crown, which they thought themfelves intitled 
to, their refentment knew no bounds. They hired two 
young men, who, drefiing themfelves like wood-cleavers, 
with hatchets on their Shoulders, began a feigned quarrel 


near the palace, and infilled on being judged by the king. 

Tarquin ordered them to be brought before him ; and, while but is af- 
he was liftening attentively to what one of them Said, the faflinated 
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other gave' him a great blow on the head with his hatchet 
and, leaving his weapon in the wound, fled with his compal 
nion. They were overtaken and fecured; and, being p ut 
to the torture, confelled, that they had been employed by 
the fons of Ancus. The confpirators fled immediately to the 
Volfci , and Tar quins death was concealed for fome days, till 
his widow. Queen Tanaquil , could feat her Ton-in-law, Ser . 
vius Tullius , on the throne. 

Servius Tullius was born a fiave f, and, by his merit, rofe 
to the rank of a patrician and fenator. Tar quin , who had a 
great regard for him, married him firft to a Roman lady of 
diftindfion, called Gegania : and, upon her death, to his 
daughter Tarquinia. The beginning of his reign was not 
without difturbances. The fons of Ancus had a ftrong party 
among the patricians, who thought it beneath them to be 
governed by a man born in flavery, and who had likewife 
taken the power into his own hands without any previous 
inter-regnum, and without the order or confent of the peo¬ 
ple. The fenators therefore agreed among themfelves, to 
force the new king, the firft time they fhould meet, to lay 
down his authority, to eftablifti an inter-regnum, and then 
proceed to the free election of another king. Servius , in this 
emergency, made it his ftudy to gain the people, and fecurc 
their fuftrages againft the fenate. He fucceeded therein by 
promiung to protedb them againft the patricians, to pay all 
their debts, and to divide among them the lands taken from 
the enemy. A promife which he punctually performed. 

Though Servms was naturally more inclined to peace than 
to military exploits, he found himfelf obliged to embark in a 
long war with the Veicntcs , and the reft of the Hetruriam , 
who had fhaken off the yoke, pretending, that their obligati¬ 
ons to be fuljctt to Rome were dead, with Tarquin, who Im 
fubjeered them. Servius , taking the field, foon fubdued them 
a-hew, and depriving them of their lands, transferred the 
property of them to fuch of the new citizens of Rome as had 
yet no lands. For this vidtory he obtained, by the favour oi 
the people, in fpite of the fenate, the honours of a triumph, 
and entered Rome with all the pomp which Tarquin had intro¬ 
duced in thefe public ihewsj. 

Servius , finding the people entirely attached to his intereft, 
refolved to take advantage of their prefent favour, to rendci 
his title to the throne lefs difputable. Accordingly, he af- 
fembled the citizens, and, in a moving fpeech, complained 
of a defign formed by the patricians to take away his life and 
bring back the fons of Ancus. In the clofe of his fpeech he left 
the kingdom to their difpofal, begging them to determine 
between him and his pupils, the fons of Tarquin , on one 

^ f " " — ————— — I ■■ ■ ! »l l i 
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( fide ; and their competitors on the other. The people im¬ 
mediately cried out, Let the curiae be ajfembled without delay , 
that we may elcSl Servius to be our king. A day was accord¬ 
ingly appointed, and Servius was elected by the curia with 
i greater unanimity than any of his predecefTors *. 
j Soon after his election, Servius marched againft the rebel¬ 
lious Hetrurians , reduced them again, and was honoured 
Iwithafecond triumph. After this victory, he applied his 
f thoughts to the adorning and enlarging the city. He took in He en« 

|the hills Efquilinus and Viminalis , and fixed his own refi-larges 
jdcnce on the Efquilinus , in order to draw inhabitants thither. Rome, 

| He likewife added a fourth tribe to the three originally efta- creates a 
f blifhed by Romulus. The public taxes were railed by laying 4th tribe, 
l a certain fum on every tribe; and hence fubfidies were called 
l tributes; thole who commanded the tribes in war, tribunes ; 
j though that name was afterwards given to feveral forts of 
imagiftrates. As each inhabitant was obliged to continue in 
| the tribe in which he was born, a great regularity was there-* 
j by eftabliflied in levying both the militia and the taxes. Ser- 
• vitis made likewife a law,, that a piece of money fhould be 
j paid, upon every death, into the temple of the goddefs Li- 
1 hitina, who prehded over funerals j another into the temple 
| of Juno Lucina , upon every birth ; and another into the tem- 
I pic of Youth , as foon as any perfon was paft childhood. By 
I this means, the number of Roman citizens was exactly 
| known ; efpecially of fuch as were able to bear arms. Hi- 
\ fherto, no regard had been had to Haves; but Servius extend- 
\ ed his care even to them, ordering little oratories to be erefted 
| to the DU Competales in all the crofs-ways of the city; and 
| enacting, that none but Haves fhould be priefts of thefe gods; 
and, that they fhould have their particular feftival, on which 
they fhould be excufed from all labour. This aft of huma- 
I nitv fecured him their good willf. 

i To eftablifh in the country the fame order as in the city, divides 
Servius divided the whole Roman territory into diftinft tribes, the Ro- 
commanding that each fliould have a place of fafety and re- mans into 
. fuge, its particular temple, tutelary god, and magiftrates ; tribes, 

■ and likewife its peculiar feftival, called paganaha y when 
; every perfon was to pay into the hands of thofe who pre- 
: lided at the facrifices, a piece of money, the men of one 
j kind, the women of another, and the children of a third, 
j by this means, an exaft computation was mhde of the men, 

and children, in each tribe 

■ All this was only preparatory to that mafter-piece of po- inftitutes 
■ licy which Rome made ufe of ever after, and by which the the cenfus p 
| too great power of the people was effeftually curbed, and a 
; perpetual order and regulation eftablifhed in ail the mem- 



* Liv. l.i, 0.41. Dion. Hal. 1 . iv. fLiv. 1 . i. 0.43,4.;* 
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bers of the ftate, with refpedl to wars, the public revenues, 
and the fufFrages of the comitia. Hitherto, the mo ft indigent 
had been fubjedted to the fame taxes as the rich, and were 
equally obliged to take the field when ordered. The confc- 
quence was, that they pretended to an equal authority in 
the comitia ; and, as they were the moft numerous, the elec¬ 
tion of kings and magiftrates, the making of peace and war, 
and the judging of criminals, were, in fadt, in the hands of 
an ignorant and obftinate populace. To remedy thefe evils, 
and transfer the chief authority into the body of the nobi¬ 
lity and patricians, from whom jufler view's and lefs paffion 
might be expedfed, Semins procured a law to be palled, 
whereby all heads of families were enjoined, under fevere 
penalties, to deliver in upon oath, a juft eftimate of their 
effects, together with their names and places of abode; and 
all the Roman citizens, without exception, were commanded 
to give in their'names and ages, and thofe of their fathers, 
wives, and children. Provided with thefe accounts, (by 
which there was found to be then in Rome and its territories 
upwords of fourteen thoufand citizens able to bear arms) 
Semins undertook to eafe the poor by burthening the rich; 
and, at the fame time, to pleafe the latter by encreafing their 
power *. 

and di- To this end, he divided the Roman people into fix clajfcs, 
vides the The firft, which confifted of thofe whofe eftates and effects 
citizens amounted to ten thoufand drachma .’, was fubdivided into 
into cUnll s eighty centuries, or companies of foot; to which were joined 
and cent a- eighteen centuries of Roman knights. The fecond clafs com- 
ries, prehended thofe whofe eftates were valued at feven thoufand 

five hundred drachma :, and was divided into twenty centuries, 
all foot. To thefe were added two centuries of carpen¬ 
ters, fmiths, and other artificers. In the third clafs, which 
was divided into tw'enty centuries, were thofe who were 
efteemed worth five thoufand drachma. The fourth clafs was 


vies. 


Advan¬ 
tages uc- 
ci uin tr 


was divided into twenty centuries, were thofe who were 
efteemed worth five thoufand drachma. The fourth clafs was 
of thofe who were rated at two thoufand five hundred drach¬ 
ma and was likewife divided into twenty centuries, with 
the addition of two centuries of trumpeters and blowers of 
the horn, for the ufc of the whole army. The fifth clafs in¬ 
cluded thofe only whofe whole fubftance did not exceed the 
value of twelve hundred and fifty drachma ; and this clafs 
was divided into thirty centuries. The fixth and laft clafs, 
confiding of fuch as were not worth fo much as thofe of the 
fifth clafs, though by far the moft numerous, was reckoned 
but as one century f. 

• Semins had the fatisfadtion of feeing thefe regulations at¬ 
tended with all the advantages he expected. Levies for the 

u L 

army were no longer railed by tribes, nor were taxes laid ar 
io. much an head, as formerly; but all was levied by centu- 
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ries. When, 
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inftance, an army of twenty thoufand from this 

of money, was wanted for the war, diviixon. 
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each century furnimed its quota both of men and money; 
fo that the firft clafs, which contained more centuries, tho’ 
fewer men, than all the other together, furnifhed more men 
and more money for the public iervice than the whole Ro¬ 
man ftate befides : and by this means the Roman armies con- 
lifted, for the moll part, of the richeft citizens of Rome ; 
who, as they had lands and effedfs to defend, fought with 
more refolution, while their riches enabled them to bear the 
expence of a campaign. As it was but juft that the king 
ihould make the firft clafs amends for the burden laid on it, 
he gave it almoft the whole authority in public affairs, 
changing the comitia by curia , in which every man gave 
his vote, into comitia by centuries , in which the majority was 
not reckoned by fingle perfons, but by centuries, how few 
foever there might be in a century. Hence the firft clafs, 
which contained more centuries than the other five taken to¬ 
gether, had every thing at its difpofal. The votes of this 
clafs were firft taken; and, if the ninety-eight centuries 
happened to agree, or only ninety-feven of them, the affair 
was determined ; becaufe thefe made the majority of the 
hundred and ninety-three centuries, which compofed the fix 
daffes. If they difagreed, then the fecond, the third, and 
the other claffes, in their order, were called to vote; though 
there was very feldom occafion to go fo low as the fourth 
clafs for a majority of votes : fo that, by this good order, 

Servius brought the affairs of the ftate to be determined by the 
judgment of the moft confiderable citizens, who underftoed 
the public intereft much better than the blind multitude, li¬ 
able to be impofed upon, and eafily corrupted. We have 
been the more particular in our account of this new plan of 
government, becaufe it would be difficult without it to un- 
derftand v/hat we fnall hereafter have occafion to relate of 
the contefts which arofe between the fenate and the people, 
concerning the government of the ftate. 

To make this prudent regulation be the more refpe&ed. The cenfus 
and consequently the more lafting, Servius refolved to folem- an d l u - 
nize it by a public a£t of religion. To this end, all the ci- 
tizens were commanded to appear, on a day appointed, in 
the Campus Marti us , a large plain between the city and the 
Tiber , formerly confecrated by Romulus to the god Mars . 

The centuries were drawn up in order, as if for battle, and 
a folernn luftration, or expiatory facrifice, cojififting of a 
fow, a fheep, and a bull, was performed, in the name of all 
the people. This ceremony was called lujlrum. The wife 
king, rightly confidering that in the fpace of five years there 
might be fuch alterations in the fortunes of private perfons, 
as to entitle fome to be raifed to a higher clafs, and reduce 
others to a lower, enjoined, that the cenfus fhould be renewed 


every five years; and, as the cenfus was uftially clofed by tire 


lujlrum , 
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luftrum , the Remans henceforth began to compute time by !u~ 
Jives, or fpaces of five years. 

Servius Servius, after eftablifhing this excellent order among his 

reforms people, had the courage to reform even the royalty itfelfj 
the royal his equity, which was the main fpring of all his a&ions’ 
power, leading him to act contrary to his own in ter eft, and to fa ori¬ 
fice one half of the royal authority to the public good. Find¬ 
ing the duties of his office too much for one man to difeharge 
well, he committed the cognizance of ordinary fuits to the 
fenate, and referved that only of ftate crimes to himfelf|. 
and fe- The welfare of the Romans being thus provided for at 
cures the home, Servius formed a fcheme for attaching the Latins and 
fidelity of Sabines to them, by focial ties ftrengthened - by religion. He 
theLatines fummoned the Latine and Sabine cities to fend their deputies 
and Sa~ to him ; and when they were come, he propofed to them the 
bines, building of a temple in honour of Diana , where the La- 

tines and Sabines fhould meet once a year, and join with the 
Romans in offering a facrifice to that goddefs ; that the fef- 
tival fhould be followed by a council, in which all difputes 
between the cities fhould be amicably determined ; that pro¬ 
per meafures fhould there be taken for their common intereft; 
and, that, in order to draw the common people thither, a 
fair fhould be kept, at which every one might furnifh himfelf 
with what he wanted. The king’s propofal was readily 
agreed to, with this addition, that the temple fhould be an 
inviolable afylum for the united nations ; and, that all the 
cities fhould contribute towards the expence of building it. 
This temple was eredted on the Aventinc hill, and the laws 
-which were to be obferved in thefe general meetings were 
engraved on a pillar of brafs, and were to be feen iii Augus¬ 
tas s time, in the Latin tongue, but in Greek characters *. 

Servius was now grown old, and it was fome time fince he 
had married his two daughters to his wards, Lucius Tarqui - 
nius and Arunx, the grandfons of Tar quin, thinking thereby 
to fecure their fidelity, and attach them to him. The elder, 
Tullia, who was of a gentle difpofition, was married to Tar- 
anin, who was haughty and impetuous; and the younger, 
Tullia, whofe temper was violent arid vicious, was married 
tP Arunx, who was mild and peaceable f. Similitude of 
temper and manners, formed, by degrees, too great an inti¬ 
macy between Arunx’s wife and Tarqutn. At length, fhe 
propofed to him the murdering of her father, fifter, and 
hufband, that they two might meet and afeend the throne to*- 
gether. The horrid deed was refolved on ; arid they paved 
their way to an inceftuous marriage, he by poifoning his 
Wife, and fhe her hufband. Their king and father was their 
next vidlim. An attempt wasi made to depofe him, by a ca a 
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I bal of the patricians; but that mifcarrying, through the in- 
; terpofition of the people, who loved Strut us, Tarquin de- 
termined to flick at nothing to gain his ends. Cloathing 
) himfelf in the royal robes, and caufing the fafees to be car- 
, ried before him by fome of his domeftics, he croffed the Ra¬ 
il man forum, entered the temple where the fenate ufed to meet, 
t and feated himfelf on the throne. Thofe of his faction were 
| already there; and the reft, having been lummoned to af- 
t; femble in King Tarquin s name, made what hafle they could 
| to attend, thinking that Servins was dead fince Tarquin af- 
I fumed the title and functions of king. When they were all 
| aflembled, Tarquin made a long fpeech, reviling his father- Tuilia’s 
^ in-law, and calling him a Have, an ufurper, a favourer of cruelty. 

| the populace, and an enemy to the fenate and patricians. 

| While he was yet fpeaking, Servius arrived ; and, rafhly 
| giving way to the emotions of his courage, without confider- 
l ing his want of ftrength, drew near the throne to pull his ri- Servius Is 
[! val from it. Tarquin , flronger and more vigorous, feized the murdered 
j aged king by the waifl, and, hurrying him through the tern- by Tar - 
\ pie, threw him down from the top of the fteps into the fo- qui»> who 
5 rum. Two or three of the people, for all the great men had ufurps the 
| forlaken him, lifted him up, and were conducing him to his throne. 

| palace, when the cruel Tullia , appearing in the forum, faw 
\ her hufband on the top of the fleps of the temple, and was 
\ the frfl who faluted him king. Not content with this, fhe 
i took her hufband afide, and fuggefted to him, that he would 
I never be fafe fo long as Servius was alive. Tarquin inflantly 
i difpatched fome of his domeftics to take away the remains 
[ of the unfortunate king’s life. The orders for this wicked 
| parricide were no fooner given, than Tullia mounted her 
; chariot again, with an air of triumph, to return ho.me. The 
I way to her houfe was through a flreet called Ficus Cyprius , 

| or the Good Street. There the afl'aflins had left the king’s 
| body, which was ftill panting. At this fight the charioteer, 

| flruck with horror, flopped. TVhy don't you go on ? cried Tul¬ 
lia to him: JVhat flops you? The driver, turning about 
to her, Alas ! faid He, it is the body of the khzg your father ! 

At thefe words, Tullia , catching up a flool that was in the 
chariot, and throwing it at his head, Go on , fhe cried, and don't 
be afraid of driving over a dead body. The coachman obeyed ; 
aiwi the blood of the father is faid to have dyed the wheels 
of the chariot, and even the cloaths of the inhuman daugh-^ 
ter. This flreet was ever afterwards called Ficus Scelcratus, 
the Wicked Street. 


Such was the end 


Tullius , after he had lived 
r-four. vears. He was a 


feventy-four, and reigned forty-four, years. He was a 
prince of eminent juftice and moderation, and made Rome 
more formidable by a peace of twenty years, than his prede* 
cefiors had done by many victories. He was beloved by the 


more rormiaaDle by a peace or twenty years, tnan ms prede* 
ce/Tors had done by many victories. He was beloved by the 
people, eitemrd by the patricians, and perhaps would have 
had no enc-mk",, if he could have nreferved the affections of 
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his own family.- Tarquin not lu fieri ng his obfequics tote 
performed with the ufual pomp, Tarquinia conveyed the bo¬ 
dy of her hufband privately by night to his tomb, and, the 
night following, died herlelf; but whether of grief, or by 
her own hands, or by the wickednefs of Tullia, is uncertain. 

Tarquin behaved with as much violence upon the throne, 
as he had done in the means bv which he afcended it. Th? 
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. l!. pH”, j as he had done in the means by which he afcended it. The 

furname of Proud was given him in the very beginning of 
his reign. He took pofleffion of the throne without any 
previous intcr-regnum , without even the form of an election, 
and without confulting either the fenate or the people, whom 
he affc&ed to treat with infufferable contempt, making and 
unmaking laws as he thought proper, and banifhing, fining, 
and even executing, whom he nleafed. To nrevent the 


/ in auu 1 * • 

laft king hls T lgn 
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He took pofleffion 


of Rome. 


Year of 


0f,,s ~ 9 * and even executing, whom he pleafed. To prevent the 

natural confequences of his tyranny, he endeavoured to fe- 
cure the army by extraordinary liberalities, and kept con- 
ftantly a ftrong guard about his perfon, confifting moftly of 
ftrangers, abfolutely devoted to him. His avarice was equal 
to his cruelty : wealth and merit became unpardonable 
His ty- crimes. Among numbers of others, he put to death Mar- 
ranny. cits Junius , a noble Roman , who was related to him, and one 

of his fons, merely to poflefs himfelf of their eftates. Lucius 
Junius , another of Marcus’s fons, who afterwards became 


Junius , another of Marcus’ 
one of the chief inftruments 


of the fubverlion of the mo¬ 


narchy, efcaped by counterfeiting the idiot, to which he 
owed the furname of Brutus. The flower of the fenate re¬ 


tired from the city into voluntary banifhment. The people, 
who had rejoiced at firft to fee the fenate humbled, were, 
in their turn, as ill treated by the fenators. All their affem- 
blies, even for recreation, were prohibited, both in the city 
and country, and informers were difperfed in all quarters, 
to watch the words and behaviour of every one. 

He enters A condudt like this could not but make him infinitely 
into anal- °dious. He was fenfible of it; and, to guard againft the 
liancewith confequences, he married his daughter to Oftavius Mamilim , 
the Latins a man °f great intereft among the La tines, whom he invited 

to a national aflembly at Ferentinum, where he made a new 

treaty with them, and, by his addrefs, procured himfelf to be 
appointed general of their armies. The Hernici , and two 
cantons of the Volfci , followed their example. This Lai'mc 
affociation, which confifted of forty-feven cities, became 
afterwards the beft part of the Roman ftrength, and contri¬ 
buted more than all the reft of Italy , to the conqueft of the 
world. To fecure the fidelity of thefe new allies, Tarquin 
eredfed, in the midft of them, on an hill near the ruins of 
Alba, a temple, which he confecrated to Jupiter Latialh . 
The 27th of Jpril was the day appointed for the annual 
meeting of the confederate cantons, and was called feria la¬ 
tino;*. Their afiemblies were called latia. 



* Dion, Hal. 1 . iv. 
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Tarquin propofed a like confederacy to the Sabines and the Defeats 
teft of the Volfci ; but his ofFers were rejected with /corn, the Volfci^ 
i'his was fufficient for Tarquin to declare war again/ 1 : them, and fub- 
He defeated their armies, took Sucjja Pometia , one of the dues the 
molt conliderable cities of the Volfci , and gave the plunder Sabines. 
of it to his troops, referving only the tenth part of the fpoii 
towards the expence of fini/hing the temple of Jupiter Ca¬ 
pitolinas *. He gained two complete victories over the Sa- 
bincs, and made their whole nation tributary to Rome. 

Many of the difeontented patricians had taken refuge at His war 
Gabiij a city of Latium , and prevailed upon tire inhabitants with the 
to make war upon Tarquin. This war lafted feven years, Gabini . 
with various fuccefs ; but at lalt Tarquin became mafter ' 
of their city by treachery, and made his foil Sextus king 

of it. 

Tarquin declared war againft the Rutuli , under pretence Siege of 
that they bad entertained fome Roman exiles, and laid fiege Ardea. 
to their city of Ardea. While the army lay before this 
place, Sextus Tarquinius gave, one day, an entertainment to 
his brother, and his kinlinan Collatinus. The converfation 
happened to turn upon the merit of their wives, when each 
extolled the good qualities of bis own. To end the difpute, 
they agreed to mount their horfes, and go and furprize their 
wives. She whom they /hould find employed in the man¬ 
ner moft becoming her fex, was to have the preference. 

They went, and found the king’s daughtcr-in-law feafting, 
and Lucretia , the wife of Coll atoms , in the midfi of her maids, 

[pinning, and working in wool, though the night was far 
advanced when they arrived. The preference was unani- Year of 
moufly given to her, and they returned to the camp the Rome 242. 
next day f. 

« Sextos, fmitten with her beapty, foon found a pretence R a p e c f 
to return to Collating where he was entertained by Lucretia ? Lucretia . 
in her hufband’s abfence, with great civility and refpedx. 

At midnight he found means to convey himfelf into her 
bed-chamber, approached her bed with his drawn fword, 
and threatened to kill her that inftant, if /he offered to flir or 
fpeak. He then declared his pa/fion, mixing intreaties with 
menaces, to make her yield to his defires. Finding that all 
was in vain, and that even the fear of death could not prevail 
upon her to confent, he threatened her with ignominy, 
telling her, that if /he would not yield, he would firft kill 
her, then lay one of her /laves dead by her fide, and declare 
to all the world, that he had only revenged the injured ho¬ 
nour of Collatinus. The dread of infamy got the better of 
Lucretia's con/fancy ; and Sextus having obtained his wi/hes, 
returned early the next morning to the camp. 



VoL. IV. 




f Dion. Hal, 1 . i. c. 56-60. 


i* 


Lucretia 3 



66 A GENERAL HISTORY 


Lucretia , no longer able to endure life, wrote to her huf. 
band to meet Her at her father’s houle. Publius Valerius , 
afterwards Poplicola, was with her father Lucretius , and with 
her hufband came Lucius 'Junius Brutus , and many other 
Romans of diftinction ; for Lucrctia had acquainted them, 
that flie had an affair of the utmoft confequence to impart 
to them. 


Her death When the affembly was pretty numerous, fhe difclofed 

the whole matter in few words, declared her refolution to 


The Tar- 
quins ba- 

jiifhed. 


put an end to her life, and conjured them not to let Sextus' s 
crime go unpunilhed. Then embracing her father and huf¬ 
band with a flood of tears, fhe plunged a dagger, which file 
had concealed under her garment, into her breaft, and fell 
dead at their feet *. The fpe&ators were filled with grief 
and conffernation ; but Brutus, fnatching up the bloody 
poniard, and {hewing it to the affembly, I fwear, faid he, 
by this bloody once fo pure , and which nothing but the detc/iable 
villainy <$/'Tarquin could have polluted, that I will purfue Lu¬ 
cius Tarquinius the proud, bis wicked wife, and their chil¬ 
dren, with fire and j'word ; nor will I ever fuffer any of that 
family, or any other whatfoever , to reign at Rome. Ye gods , / 
call you to witnefs this my oath. At tnefe words he prefented 
the dagger to Collatinus, Lucretius, Valerius, and the reft of 
the company, and made them take the fame oath. Every 
one, furprized at this behaviour in an idiot, thought him in- 
fpired, and gave themfelves up entirely to his counfels. _ The 
fenate was aflembled, and a decree was immediately iffued, 
banifhing the king and all his pofterity f, and devoting to 
the gods of hell whoever fhould attempt to reftore them* 
The people, eager to recover their liberty, gladly confirmed 
this decree, and took up arms ; and the army, from the 
fame motive, revolted too. Lucretius was declared inter-rex, 


till a new form of government could be fettled. This was 
already done by Brutus and the fenate, who had agreed, that 
the name of kingdom fhould be changed into that of com¬ 
monwealth, and that two perfons fhould be chofen annu¬ 
ally, who fhould govern with equal power, and with fome 
more modeft and popular title than that of king. Lucretius , 
as inter-rex , aflembled the people, by centuries, in the Cam¬ 
pus Marcius, where he acquainted them with the intended 
regulation, and deffred them, if they approved of it, to 
ele£t their new governors, who were to be called confuls; 
at the fame time propofing to them, for this new dignity, 
Junius Brutus, the head of the confpiracy againft Par quin, 
and 'Tarquinius Collatinus, the hufband of Lucretia. The 
people readily agreed, and the confuls were accordingly pro¬ 
claimed. Tar quin being informed, by fome who had got out 
of the city before the gates were fhut, that Brutus was raif- 
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in* commotions to his prejudice, haftened to Rome, with 
onlv a few attendants, little thinking that a confpiracy was 
carrying on by one whom he defpifed as an idiot. To his 
| great furprize, he found the gates fhut againft him, and the 
people in arms upon the walls ; and on his return to the 
camp, the army, which, in his fhort abfence, had agreed 
to receive the decree puffed in the city, refuted to admit 
him. The tyrant of Rome , thus driven from his capital, and 
I abandoned by his troops, was forced, at the age of feventy- 
fix, to fly to Hetruria , with his wife and children. A truce 
was made with the Rutuli , for fifteen years ; the fiege of 
rfrdea was raffed, and the Roman forces returned to Rome f. 

Thus ended the regal {fate of Ro?ne , two hundred and forty- 
two, or, fome fay, two hundred and forty-four years, after 
the building of the city, and a new form of government was 
introduced, which fubfifted till the times of the emperors, 
without any conhderable alteration. 

r 





T HOUGH Tarquin himfelf was hated by all ranks of A confpL 

people, yet his fons had a great number of the young racy a- 
dcbauchees of Ro?ne in their intereft. To thefe, ambalfa- gainlt the 
dors lent by the Tarquinii of Hetruria , to follicit the refto- new re¬ 
ration of the paternal eftates of the Tarquins applied fe- public, 
cretly, and obtained from each of them a letter to Tarquin , 
confirmed by a folemn oath, that they would do their ut- 
moft to deftroy the confuls, and reftore the king. At the 
head of this confpiracy were the two fons of Brutus , and 
three nephews of Gollatinus. A flave, called Vindex , or Vin¬ 
dict us, was the firft that difeovered it. He went ftrait to 
P. Valerius , and acquainted him with it. Valerius ordered rpj ie j ot 
the flave to remain at his houfe, whilft he, with his friends, 
clients, and domefties, went to the houfe of the Aquilii, 
where the confpirators ufed to meet, and where the embaf- 
fadors lodged ; and leaving part of thefe attendants at the 
door, under the conduit of his brother M. Valerius , he him¬ 
felf, with the reft of them, entered the apartment of the 
ambafiadors, and feized the letters which the confpirators 
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had 


written the night before. 

o 


Coming out, he met the 


Aquilii , and took them, and all the heads of the confpiracy, 
prifoners. 

Early the next morning the people were fummoned to the 
Comitia, where Brutus and his collegue fat on the tribunal 
of juftice. The prifoners were brought, and tied to flakes, 
with their hands behind them. Brutus began the trial with 
the examination of his foils. Vindicius appeared againft 
them, and his teftimony was found unanfwerable. Their 
guilt was likewife confirmed by their letters to the Tarquins, 
which were read. The proof being clear, the prifoners 
made no defence, but with their tears. ‘Titus , laid Bru¬ 
tus coldly to two of the prifoners, without calling them 
ions, and you, Tiberius , what have you to offer in your favour ? 
They were thrice called upon to make their defence, but 
tears were ftill their only anfwer. The fenators were mo¬ 
ved with compaffion, and a confufed murmur was heard 
among them, Banif) them ; banijh them. Coilatinus wept; 
and Valerius , fevere as he was, did not utter a Angle word. 
The whole aflembly trembled, and expedted the decifion 
with horror. At length, Brutus rofe up to give fentence. 
A profound filence enfued, wiiilfl he, with a fteady voice, 
not interrupted by a iinglc figh, turning to the lidtors, who 
were the executioners, faid, “ To you, lUlors , I deliver them ; 

his'fens* to execufe ^ aw u P on them” At thefe words a loud fhriek 


Brutus 
condemns 


death. 


was heard in the aflembly ; diftrefs was painted in every 
face j and the mournful looks of the people pleaded for 
pity. TVe give them back to their country , and to their family, 
cried the whole aflembly with one voice. But neither thefe 
interceflions, nor the bitter lamentations of the young men, 
who called upon their father with the moil endearing names,- 
could foften the inflexible judge : he would not even abate 
of the punifhment which was, in fuch cafes, inflidted on 
the greateft criminals. The lidtors feized them, and having 
ftripped them naked, and tied their hands behind them, 
they flrfl beat them with rods, and then ftruck off their 
heads, Brutus all the while gazing on the bloody fpedtacle, 
with a fteady look, and unaltered countenance. When 
this execution was over Brutus came down from the tribu¬ 
nal, quitted the comitia , and left the reft of the criminals to 
the diferetion of his collegue 

Coilatinus Coilatinus , inclined to fpare his nephews, allowed them 
inclincdto one day to clear thcmfelvcs ; and even ordered that Vindicius 
fpare his fhould be taken out of the hands of the accufers, and deli- 
nephews. vered up to his mafters. This rouzed the zeal of Valerius, 

who had promifed to protect the evidence. The lidtors at¬ 
tempted in vain to force the important witnefs from him; 
and the people called for Brutus , infilling on his coming 
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back to the comitia. The unfortunate father had had but a 
few minutes to recollect himfelf, and fecretly bewail the 
misfortunes of his family : however, he appeared again, with 
the fame firmnefs of mind he had fhewn before, and, af- 
cending the tribunal, told the multitude, that what he had 
done was by virtue of his paternal authority over his chil¬ 
dren ; but that, for the reft of the delinquents, it belonged 
to them to determine their fate, and either condemn his fe- 
verity by inftances of lenity, or approve his firmnefs by ex¬ 
amples of jultice. 

Thus three articles of great importance to the riling com¬ 
monwealth were left to the decifion of the curia, or people ; 
to wit, i. What punifhment fliould be inflicted on the reft 
of the confpirators. 2. What punifhment the ambafiiidors 
of the Tar quins deferved : and 3. What reward fhould be 
given to the difeoverer of the confpiracy. To the firft, they 
determined, that the confpirators fhould, without exception, But they 
fuffer as rebels : to the fecond, that the ambaffadors fhould are execu- 
be fpared, out of refpc£t to the law of nations : and as to the ted. 
third, it was decreed, that Vindicius fhould enjoy that liberty 
which he had fecured to the Rowans ; that he mould be re¬ 
warded with all the privileges of a Roman citizen, and with 
twenty-five thoufanu a lies of brafs, to be paid him out of 
the public treafury. The confifcation of the eftates of the 
Tarquins was confirmed ; their palace deftroyed, and their 
lands divided among thofe indigent citizens who had none 
of their own. 


The weaknefs which Collatinus had betrayed at the trial Collatinus 
of the confpirators, filled the people with fulpicions, which f orce d to 

foon turned into hatred of him. Brutus , jealous of the pub- abdicate 
lie welfare, harangued them, in a numerous alfembly, and t h e con _ 

infilled, cither that Collatinus fhould be depofed, or that he fulfliip. 
himfelf would refign the confulfhip. Collatinus attempted to 1 * 
reply, but none would hear him; and he was upon the 
point of being depofed with ignominy, and baniihed by a 
public decree, when Spurius Laertius , his father-in-law, in- 
terpofed, and, having obtained leave to fpeak, advifed Col¬ 
latinus voluntarily to refign into the hands of the people 
that authority which he had received from them. This 
propolal was agreed to : Collatinus refigned the confulfhip ; 
and Brutus , to fhew that he had no perlonal enmity to him, 
procured him a prefent of twenty talents out of the public 
irealury, to which he added five talents of his own *. Col¬ 
latinus retired to Lavinium . 


Brutus immediately aflembled the people for the election p, Valeri- 
of a new conful, when Publius Valerius , a man of eminent us chofen 
virtue and eloquence, was chofen. Two confuls of this to fucceed 
ftamp could not but agree. The firft thing they did was, him. 
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to grant a general amnefty to all who had followed the for¬ 
tune of the Tarquins , provided they returned to the city 

This wife precaution deprived the 
banilhed king of a great number of friends and fold 


The Ve.l w ^' a twen ty days. 


ties 


Lai 


entes and 
Tarquini- 

dare for % eX c h £ ftratagem, 
cr . mies of Rome, and £ 

/ at quin. lm j te their forces in 


lers, and 
guifhed abili- 



to obtain by force what he could 

ed to the Veient.es. thofe old < 

Larauhuenft 


Brutus 
(lain in 
the en¬ 
gagement 


fuppOrt of his caufc. 1 he confulg 
marched out to meet them. Juft as the adtion was begin- 
ning, Brutus and Tar quins ion Arunx , fingling out each 
other, rufhed on to the encounter with fuch fury, that they 

were both run through the body. The battle continued 
doubtful till night, when the Hetruriam di(banded, and re¬ 
turned ^nto their own country. The furviving conful tri¬ 
umphed for this victory, on his return to Rome*. 

op. Lucretius , the father of Lucretia , was unanimoufly 
chofen to fucceed Brutus ; but he died a few days after his 
election ; fo that Valerius again remained foie governor. 
The many proofs which he now gave the people of his zeal 
for their intereft, gained him the furname of Poplicola , or 
Popular , which he ever after retained. He began his admi- 
niltration by ordering the axes, which were fo apt to ftrike 
terror, to be taken out of the fafees, which he obliged the 
lidtors to lower in the afiemblies of the people. He made 
Valerius's Several laws in favour of the people, and, among others, 
laws. that famous one, by which every citizen was allowed to ap¬ 
peal from the decifions of the fenate and confuls to the af- 
l'embly of the people. He ordered the public money to be 
lodged in the temple of Saturn , under the care of two fe- 
nators of probity, chofen by the people, and afterwards 


Sp» Lu¬ 
cretius 

fucceed s 
him. 


eledtion of a lie 1 
Puhillus. The 


After this, he afi'embled the comitia for the 

choice fell upon Horatim 

confular power expiring 

and with him 1 , 


th 


foon after, Poplicola was chofen again, 
Lucretius , brother of the famous Lucrctici. 


The 


Year of 
Rome 244 . 


fuls revived the ccnfus and lujlrum , and, on that occafion, 
found one hundred and thirty thoufand men at Rome, who 
were at, or pall, the age of puberty.f * 


Pcpli cola 


(hip 

Horatius Puivillus - who had before 


Par ft 


cordul for a few months. During their confulfliip, Por 


ena 


king of the Ciujini , efpoufed 


Ti 


Lara 



elpoufes 

the caufe digious^multitude of troops. He attacked and took the fort 
of the 


Tar quins, bridge 


% 




fol lowed 
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■ had not the brave Horatius Codes, with only two more, kept 
his whole army at bay in a narrow pals, till the bridge 
was broken down. When only a few planks remained, 

Horatius prevailed on his companions to crofs the river over S raveI 7 
them, whilft he alone fuftained the attack of the enemy. At °f Cora- 
length, being wounded in the thigh, upon a fignal given tius Co ~ 
him that the bridge was quite demolifhed, he leaped into 
the river, and gained the oppofite bank, amidft a fhower of 
darts. Thus, by the wonderful bravery of one man, were 
the city and republic faved from impending ruin. The Ro¬ 
mans were fo fenfible of it, that they erected a ftatue of brafs 
to him in the temple of Vulcan j and the fenate gave him as 
much land as a plough could inclofe in a circular furrow in 

one day. 

The enemy being mafters of the country on both Tides of The city 
the river, Rome was reduced to great ftreights by famine, reducedto 
Porfena having notice of it, fent the Romans word, that he great 
would deliver them from their diftrefs, if they would receive ftreights 

their old mafters : but their anfwer was. That hunger was a bvfamine 
lefs evil than favery and oppreffton *. 

The fiege had lafted a long time, and Rome was almoft Amazing 
wearied out, when Mucius Cordus , a young Roman of illuf- refolution 
trious birth, formed a defign which he communicated to the of Mucius 
confuls and fenators, and which they approved of. He Scavo.'a. 
crofted the Tiber , entered the enemy’s camp in the difguife 
of an Hetrurian , and made his way quite to the king’s 
tent. Porfena’s fecretary, magnificently dreffed, was fitting 
on the fame tribunal with the king. Mucius, miftaking him 
for the king, leaped upon the tribunal, and, with one ftroke 
of a poniard, which he had concealed under his garment, 
laid him dead at Porfena’s feet. Every one flood amazed at 
the daring boldnefs of this action. Mucius was feized. 

Thou execrable ajjajfm , faid the king, who art thou ? Whence 
comcjl thou ? TVho are thy accomplices ? Mucius , lefs terrified 
than his judge, replied, / <7 Roman, and my name is Mu- 

cius Cordus. My defign was to deliver Rome from her mojl 
cruel enemy : difeharge therefore all thy fury upon me. Thou 
haft feen my courage , now try my conjlancy with tortures ; and 
thou wilt be forced to confefs, that Roman bravery has made me 
capable both of attempting whatever man can do, and fuffering 
what human nature can endure. So faying, with a fteady 
countenance, and a look which fpoke his inward rage at 
having mifted his blow, he thruft his right hand into a pan 
of burning coals, and there held it a great while, without 
.fhewing the leaft fign of pain. Porfena’ s refentment was 
changed into admiration. He granted him his life and li¬ 
berty, and even reftored him the dagger with which he had 
intended to ftab him. Mucius having now loft the ufe of 
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his right hand, took it with his left : and from this time he 
Was called Scavola , that is, left-handed*. 

Porfena Porfena , ftruck with admiration at the courage of the 1 
forfakes mam , and, at the fame time, difgufted at the wickednefs oi 
the Tar- the Tar quins , renounced his alliance with that tyrannical 
quins, and family, made a peace with Rome , and returned to Glujium\ 
makes generoufly leaving the Romans , whofe diiireis he knew, but 
peacewitli whom he feared to offend by relieving them in a direct man- 
the Ro- jier, his camp, and all the provifions in it, as a token of his 
mans, refpedt and friendlhip for them. The fenate, in return for 

this noble behaviour, erected a ftatue to him, and font him 
an embaffy with a throne adorned with ivory, a feeptre, a 
crown of gold, and a triumphal robef. 

After the departure of Porfena , the Remans firft rewarded 
thofe who had diftinguifhed themfelves during the liege, ef- 
pecially Mucins Scavola , to whom they gave a large piece of 
ground belonging to the public. Their next care was, to 
Slew their gratitude to the gods, by fame public a£t of re¬ 
ligion ; and as the temple of Jupiter Capitolinas had not yet 
been confccratcd, the fenate ordered the confecration of it. 

The honour of performing this ceremony naturally be- 
The tem- longed to one of the confuls, but the fenate had a right to 
pie of Ju- appoint which of them they pleafed. The patricians had 
■piter Ca- Jong been jealous of Poplicola 5 glory, and therefore, in order 
pi toll us to rob him of this new mark of difiin£tion, ordered him to 
conlecra : march againft fome Latin troops that committed ravages in 
ted. the Roman territory ; and, in his abfence, appointed his co!- 

legue, Horatius Pulvillus , to perform the ceremony. As he 
was beginning the confecration, Poplicola s brother, Marcus , 
cried out, I give you notice , that your fon has loji his life in a 
battle. This was not true; but he hoped by thele words to 
interrupt the ceremony. But Horatius , without lhewing the 
leaft concern, coldly replied, Then let him be buried. Thus 
Poplicola epded the glorious year of his third confulfhip, with 
receiving a mortification which could not but fenfibly af¬ 
flict him. 


Lartius 
and Her 
minius 

confuls. 


_ Sp. Lartius , and T. Her minius, the two who, with Horctr 
tins Codes , had defended the bridge fo bravely againft Por Je¬ 
na s forces, were chofen confuls for the next year, which 
proved a year of peace. The furname of Codes was given to 
that gallant Roman , on account of his having but one eye; 
a defect which, joined to the lamencfs that remained all his 
life, occafioned by the wound in his thigh, prevented his 
being ever elected conlul 

Lartius and Herminius were fucceeded by M. Valerius , 
brother to Poplicola , and P. Pojlbumius. Thefe confuls 
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gained two great victories over the Sabines , for which a tri- M. Vale - 
uinph W as decreed them, and they entered Rome in the fame rius and 
chariot. As a farther reward, the republic built Valerius a P. Pojlhu . 
houfe, the door of which, to diftinguilh it from all others, rnius de- 
opened outwards to the ftreet; and Pojlhumius was allowed feat the 
to have a burial-place for himfelf and his family, within the Sabines . 
the walls of Rome j a privilege, never before granted to 

any one *, 

The next year, Poplicola being conful the fourth time, the Year of 
Sohines renewed the war. Attius Claufus , the moft conhder- Rome 247. 
able man in Sabinia , for riches, valour, and eloquence, op- 
pofed the defign of his countrymen as long as he could ; Appius 
but finding them abfolutely determined to commence hofti- Claudius 
lities, he came over to the Romans , with five thoufand fami- fettles at 
lies of his friends and dependents. On his arrival at Rome Rome. 
he changed his name to Appius Claudius , was immediately 
declared a patrician, and took his place in the fenate. 
Twenty-five acres of land were given him in fee, and a ' 
quarter in the city was alfigned for his friends and follow¬ 
ers, to each of whom were granted two acres of ground, 
with all the rights and privileges of Roman citizens. Thefe 
conations were made irrevocable, by a decree of the fenate, 
confirmed by the people. The Claudii became afterwards 
one of the moft illuftrious families of Romef. 

The Sabines , highly incenfed at the departure of Claufus , The Sa- 
took the field with a coniiderable army. Their forces were bines de- 
divided into two bodies, one of which encamped near Fide- feated 
ea, and the other kept within the walls of that city, as well again, 
to defend it, as to fecure a retreat in cafe of need. The 
Romans , under the command of Poplicola and Lucretius, de¬ 
feated them, with great flaughter, and, purfuing their ad- Fidena: 
vantage, took Fidena by ftorm, and left a garrifon of their taken, 
own in it. Poplicola , on his return to Rome , was honoured 
with a triumph, loon after which he died, and was buried at Poplicola's 
the public expence, not leaving money enough to defray the death and 
charges of his funeral. The Romans erected a tomb for him chara&er. 
near the forum , and gave his family a right of interment in 
die fame place. Fie was the moft virtuous citizen, the 
greateft general, and the beft affcdled conful to the people, 
that Rome ever had. He had always led a frugal life, and 
taken more care to tranfmit his virtues to his children, than 
to enrich them with the goods of fortune. As Poplicola had 
been one of thoi'e who ftood up in defence of the chaftity of 
the Roman women, they mourned a whole year for him, as 
they had done before for Brutus. But his greateft glory was 
comprized under the name of Poplicola 
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The Sabines were no fooner informed of Poplicola’s death 
than they raifed a more numerous army than they hat 


war. 


new the before, and fuddenly advanced to the very gates of 'Rome 

P. Pojlbumius , who was then conful with Mencnius Agrippg 
provoked at their infolence, Tallied out again ft them, f'hi 
Sabines fled towards a neighbouring foreft, where the mail 
body of their army lay concealed. Pofthumias followed 
them, and imprudently venturing too far, loft a great main 
of his men, and found himfclf hemmed in by the enemy, 
and his retreat cut off. In this fituation he paffed the night, 
The news of his danger having reached Rome, Menenm 
dgrippa, at the head of the braveft of the Roman youth, 
marened to the relief of his collegue, and at his approach 
the Sabines retired to their own country. They took the 
held again foon after, and the Romans did the fame. Both 
armies came to a general engagement, (near Ereturn, about 
ten miles from Rome ,) in which Pojlbumius and his collegue 
The Ro- obtained a complete vidtory. The l'enate decreed a full 


mans 


de- 


triumph for Menenius , and an inferior one, called Ovation * 
feat them, for Pojlhumus , whofe gallant behaviour in the late aftion, 

had not, in the opinion of the fathers, fufficiently attoned 
lor his mifearriage in the beginning of the war f. 

The Sabine war continued under the new confuls Sp. Cof 
fius Ufcellbius and Opiter Virginius Tricofus . The former, en- 
tering the enemy’s country, defeated them in a pitched bat¬ 
tle near Cures , ten thoufand three hundred of them being 
killed, and four thoufand taken prifoners. This defeat 


They fub- 


mit. 


The La- 

tines de- 


obliged them to fue for peace, which, after many iubmifli- 
ons, they purchafed with corn, money, and ten thoufand 
acres of arable land. While Cajftus was thus employed againlt 
the Sabines , his collegue Virginius reduced Camcria , a city in 
the neighbourhood of Alba , which had revolted from the Ro¬ 
mans ; and having beheaded the moft guilty of the inhabit¬ 
ants, he fold the reft for flaves, and razed the city t. 


Tara 


nfulftiip of Pqjlh 


r ,\ 


* So called, according to Plutarch , (in Marcel.) from the vlSiiil 
(hich was facrificed on this occafion. In the Triumph, a bait 
was offered in the capital ; but in the Ovation, only a fheep, 




% & 

(in Latin , Ovis). The perfon who was honoured with the Ova¬ 
tion, entered Roms on foot, or, at moft, on horfeback ; and was 
attended by the fenate only : his crown was of myrtle, not of 
laurel; and his robe only the pristexta, the common habit of ma¬ 
gi Urates. But, in the Triumph, the viftor, mounted on a cha¬ 
riot, feated in a curule chair, and cloathed witli a robe embroidered 
with palm-branches, was conduced to the capital with the found 
of trumpets and the acclamations of the army and people. The 
Ovation of Pojlbumius was the firil that had ever been feen in Rome- 
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; an( j ? in concert witli fome of the inhabitants of Fidenes^ made clare for 
himfelf mafter of that city. Manius Tullius ^ who was con- Tar quin, 
ful this year with Servius Sulpitius , marched againft the re¬ 
bels, invefted the place, and reduced it to great {freights. 

The befieged, in this extremity, implored the afiiftance of 
the Latina, who thereupon held a general affembly; in which, 
after many debates, it was refolved to fend an embaffy-to the but firft ) 
Romans , to propofe to them, that they fhould receive the fend an 
Tarquins , after they had engaged by oath to grant a general embaflyto 
amnefty; and that they fhould raife the fiege of Fidenes , or Rome. 
otherwife they muft expect war. A year was given them to 
conlider of thefe proposals. Tarquin* s chief view in promot¬ 
ing this embaffy, was, to have an opportunity to raife a fe- A confpi- 
dition in the city. To the ambafladors of the Latines he racy form - 
therefore joined lome of his own emiffaries; who, on their ed by Tar- 
arrival in the city, found two forts of people difpofed to en- quirfstmxi* 
ter into their meafures ; viz. the flaves and the meaner citi- fanes, 
zens. The former thirfted after revenge for fe.veral of their 
companions, who had been executed the year before for a 
confpiracy to feize the capital and fet fire to the city: and 
the latter, overwhelmed with debts, and cruelly ufed by their 
creditors, knew that no change could happen in the govern¬ 
ment but to their advantage. Thefe were the confpirators 
pitched upon. Their inftru&ions were, that the citizens 
were to make themfelves matters of the ramparts and gates 
of the city, at an appointed hour of the night, and then to 
give a great fhout as a fignal to the flaves, who were at the 
lame inftant to maffacre their matters; after which the gates 
were to be opened to the Tarquins. The confpiracy was ripe 
for execution when Tarquiris principal agents, Publius and 
Marcus , both of his owii name and family, either relenting, 
or afraid to ft like the blow, and fearing left others of the 
confpirators fhould be before hand with them in informing, 
went to S. Sulpitius , the only conful then at Rome , and dil- The plot 
covered the whole affair to him. Sulpitius , finding that what difco- 
tney faid was true, affembled the fenate, and gave the Latin V ered 
ambaffadors their audience of leave, telling them that the * 
Romans could neither receive the Tarquins nor raife the fiege 
of Fidenes. He then laid open to the fathers the dreadful an( j 
confpiracy, which ftruck them with horror: hut they were open t0 

all at a lofs how to proceed, becaufe the two evidences were the fenate. 
ftrangers, and confequently liable to be excepted againft bv 
Romans ; and likewifc on account of the law of roplicohi , 
which allowed an appeal to the people in all capital cafes. 

Sulpitius thought of an expedient to remove thefe difficulties. 

He engaged the two informers to affemble the confpirators 
at midnight in the forum , as if to take their laft meafures 
for the execution of their enterprize. When they -frere met, 
a fufficient body of troops furrounded the place, and blocked 
-p all the avenues to it fo clofely, that not a man could 

eicape. 
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efcape. At break of day, the two confuls appeared, with; 
ftrong guard, on the tribunal; the people were afiembled bj 
curie and acquainted with the confpiracy; and the aecufec 
having no defence to make, the confuls repaired to the fenate, 
where fentence of death was pronounced againft the con- 
The con- fpirators, in cafe the people approved it, which they imme- 
fpirators diately did. The confpirators were then delivered up to the 

l'oldiers, who put them all to the fword. The two inform, 
ers were rewarded with all the privileges of Romm citizens, 
a hundred thoufand affes, and twenty acres of land. 

Fidcrus held out the next year, (during which, T. -Fbutl 
us and P. Veturius were confuls,) but was taken the year 
after by F. Lartius , joint conful with Claims . The La- 

tines , enraged at the lofs of this town, and likewife infti- 
gated by Tarquin and his fon-in-law Mamilius , altered into 
Year of a general alliance of all their cities, twenty-four in number, 
Rome 3. againft Rome. Both Tides prepared to take the field. The 
General Lathes were greatly fuperior in ftrength ; and, to add to the 
alliance of misfortune of the Romans , not only their neighbours denied 
the La- them all afliftance, but the lower clafs of their own citizens 
tines a- abfolutely refufed to ferve, if they were not difeharged front 
gain ft their debts, and relealed from the tyranny and oppreffion of 

Rente. their creditors. The fenate, apprehending a general infur- 

rection, deliberated on the means of quieting thefe domeftic 
troubles, and decreed a fufpenfion of all debts till the end 
of the war. The debtors, thinking this only a fufpenfion of 
mifery, declared that they would either h?.’/e an abfolute 
abolition of all debts, or leave the rich and great to take 
care of the war, and defend a city in which they could ex¬ 
pect nothing but miferv. The fenate might, indeed, have 
profecuted the ringleaders of the fedition; but the law of 


\ 


Poplicela , called the Valerian law, which allowed appeals to 
the afiembly of the people, was a fhelter to the ieditious, 
who w'ere fure to be acquitted by the accomplices of their 
rebellion. The fenate, to elude the effect of a privilege fo 
derogatory to their power, refolved to create one fupreme 
niagiftrate, who, with the title of Dictator, lhould have an 
abfolute power for a limited time. But this could not be 
done without the confent of the people; to obtain which, 
they reprefented to them, in a public afiembly, that, in fo 
critical a conjuncture, wben they had their domeftic quar¬ 
rels to decide, and, at the fame time, a powerful enemy to 
repuife, it would be expedient to put the commonwealth 
under a fingie governor, who, fuperior to the confuls them- 
felves, lhould be arbiter of the laws, and, as it were, the 
father of his country ; that his power lhould have no limits; 
but that, left he lhould abufe it, they ought not to truft him 
with it above fix months. 

A dictator The people, not forefeeing the confequence of this change, 
created, agreed to it. T. Lartius was proclaimed dictator, and ac> 

cordingly 
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coruingly took upon him the government of the republic?*. 

The new dictator immediately named Sp. Cafftus, who had 
been conful, and honoured with a triumph, general of 
the Roman horfe, He then ordered a cenfus to be taken 
every one obeyed* and there were found to be in Rome one 
hundred and fifty thoufand feven hundred men, paft the age 
of puberty. Out of thefe he formed four armies : the firlt, 
he commanded himfelf; the fecond, he gave to his late col- 
legue Clalius ; the third, to Sp. Cajjius , his general of the 
horfe; and the fourth he left in Rome , under the command 
of his brother, Sp. Lartius, to guard the city. The Latines f 
terrified at thefe preparations, fued for peace; but only a A truce 
truce was granted them for a year; and Lartius , feeing the with the 
republic reftored to its former tranquility, refigned the di&a- Latinesiov 
torlhip, though]the time appointed for its duration was not a yea*. 

yet expired +. 

The following confulfhip of Sempronius Atratinus and Mi- 
mtius Augurinus produced nothing remarkable ; but the next 
year the truce expired, when Aldus Pojihumius and T. Virgi- 
nius took poflefiion of the confulfhip. The Latines being 
bent upon war, the fenate, though in perfect harmony with 
the people, thought it expedient to create a new didfator. 

The two confute were impowered to name one of themfelvesj 
whereupon Virginias readily yielded that dignity to his col- A new 
Jegue Pojihumius , as the more able commander. Pojlhu- di&ator 
mius divided his army into four bodies ; one of which he left created- 
to guard the city, under the command of Synonius 5 and with 
the other three, commanded by himfelf, Virginias, and AEhu- 
tius , whom he had appointed general of the horfe, he marched 
out againftthe Latines , who, with an army of forty thoufand 
foot, and three thoufand horfe, under the "command of Sex¬ 
tus Tarquinius, Titus Tarquinius, and Mamilins , had already 
made tnemfelves. matters of Corhia , a ftrong place belonging 
to the republic, and put the garrifon to the fword. The 
two armies met near the lake Kegi/lus j the Romans amount- The battle 
ing to no more than twenty-four thoufand foot, and one of Regillus. 
thoufand horfe. The battle lafted with great obftinacy the 
whole day; but, in the end, the Latines were totally defeated, 
and forced to abandon their camp. Poplicola’ s brother, and 
his two fons, were killed on the fide of the Romans j and 
Sextus Tarquinius , and Mamilins , on that of the Latines, to¬ 
gether with upwards of thirty thoufand men. 

The Latines , unable any longer to make head againft the The La- 
Romans , fued for peace; and the antient treaties between the tines fab- 
two nations were renewed %. Tar quin, now forfaken by mit. 


* Liv. l.ii. c. 18. Dion. Hal. ubi fupra. 
f Dion. Hal. Liv. ibid, 
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Tar quirt every one, retired'into Campania , where he died, in the nine- 
dies. tieth year of his age and fourteenth of his exile *. 

Year of The liberty which the Romans recovered by the ex pul, 
Romez^. ft on of Tarquin , being now fecured to them by the death of 

that prince, and the Latine war being ended, Pojlhumius laid 
down his office of di&ator, the courts of juftice were again 
opened, and the creditors began to profecute their debtors 
with more rigour than ever; which revived the complaints 
and murmurs of the inferior clafles. To prevent the difturb- 
ances which this affair might occafion, the fenate procured 
the confulfhip for dpfius Claudius , who had always been a 
ftrenuous oppofer of the pretenfions of the people ; but, 
left* he fhould exert too great feverity, they gave him for 
his collegue P. Servilius , a man of a gentle and humane 
DomefHc temper, and greatly beloved by the people. The latter ad- 
broils at vifed eaflng the people, and reftrainmg the feverity of the 
Rome, creditors ; but Jppius oppofed it. The fenate affembled daily 

without being able to come to any refolution; and the po¬ 
pulace held fecret affemblies in the night, and feemed dif- 
pofed to rife up in arms ; fo that there was room to fear a 
civil war. The Volfci , taking advantage of thefe difturb- 
ances, affembled their forces and advanced towards Rome. 
It was therefore neceflary for the con fills to raife an army; 
but the Roman youth abfolutely refufed to ferve. This difo- 
bedience occafioned new difputes between the confuls; and, 
as the time drew near to take the field, the fenate decreed, 
that Servilius fhould command the army, and Claudius govern 
the city. Still the people, though they loved Servilius , 
would not inlift, unlefs the fenate came firft to fome deter- 
jnination about their debts. Servilius was therefore obliged 
to march againft the enemy with fuch only as offered to 
ferve put of a perfonal affection to him. However, the Vol- 
fci , difappointed in their expectation of finding the Romans 
quite unprepared, inftead of fighting, had recourfe to en¬ 
treaties ; and Servilius granted them a peace, upon condition 
that they fupplied his troops with cloaths and proviiion, and 
delivered to him three hundred hoftages of their beft fa¬ 
milies f. 

Not long after the return of Servilius , the fenate was in¬ 
formed from Latium , that the Volfci were making new pre¬ 
parations for war; that they had engaged the Hernici and 
Sabines to join them, and fent deputies to their nation for 
the fame purpofe. Thefe deputies the Latine ambaffadors 
War de- brought with them, and delivered them up to the fenate. 
dared a- Such treachery in the Volfci fired the fenate, and war was im- 
gainft the mediately declared: but while the fenators were yet fitting, 
Volfci. a plebeian, loaded with chains, appeared in the forum . He 


* Cic. Tufc. 1 . iii, c. 27. f Dion. Hal. Liv. 1 . ii. c. 22—26. 
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[ \v?.s advanced in years, tall of ftature, lean, pale, with his 
| e y CS funk in his head, a long beard, and his hair in diforder. 
i 'j {i e people crouded about him, and all looked on him 
1 with great attention, till at length feveral knew him, and re¬ 
membered to have lerved with him in the wars, and to have 
feen him fight in the firft ranks of the legions with great 
I valour. The bare fight of him raifed the compaffion of the 
I multitude; but when they had heard him give an account 
! 0 f his misfortunes, they were all filled with rage and indig¬ 
nation. He told them, that he was born free ; that he had 
expofed his life for the good of his country in eight and 
twenty battles; that, in the laft war with the Sabines , he 
not only had been hindered from cultivating his little inhe¬ 
ritance, but that the enemy, in an incurfion, after plunder¬ 
ing his houfe, had fet it on fire; that the neceffities of life,, 
and the tributes, which, notwithftanding his misfortunes, he 
| was obliged to pay, had forced him to contraft debts; that 
! the intereft being grown by degrees to an exceffive fum, he 
; was reduced to the melancholy expedient of yielding up his 
inheritance to difcharge part of it; but that the mercilefs 
i creditor, not being yet quite paid, had dragged him to prifon. 

| with two of his children j and that, to oblige him to haften 
the payment of the refidue, he had delivered him over to 
his (laves, who, by his order, had torn his body with whips. 

At the fame time, he flung ofF his cloaths, and difcovered 
his back ftill bloody, and, on his bread, the. fears of ho¬ 
nourable wounds which he had received in fighting for his 
country $. 

At this fight, the people, already ripe for fedition, ut- Infurrec- 
tered a thoufand curfes againft the patricians, and made fuch tionof the 
outcries as terrified the fenate, who were then fitting. The people, 
noife ran in a moment over the whole city, and people flocked 
from all parts into the forum. Thofe whom the like misfor¬ 
tunes had thrown into the fetters of their creditors, made 
their efcape, and their difmal appearance raifed both pity and 
indignation. The enraged multitude fpread themfelves in a 
moment all over the city, and if any one attempted to flop 
them, he was immediately maflacred. The Conful, Appius, 
feeing that their fury was like to fall on him, left the fenate, 
and, by favour of the tumult, got fafe to his own houfe., 

Servilius , throwing pfF his confular robe, ran into the thick 
of the crowd, embraced fome, carefled others, fhewed great appeafes 
compaffion for all, and with tears conjured them to appeafe them, 
this fedition: but all would not do, till he had promifed 
that the fenate fhould have regard to their complaints, and 
proclaimed by an herald, that no one fhould molefl: any ci¬ 
tizen for debt till the fenate had decreed otherwife *. 
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The next day, the fenate aflembled, and Servilius laid be¬ 
fore them the neceftity, in fuch a conjuncture, of abating 
fomewhat of the feverity of the laws. Appius , on the con¬ 
trary, always fixed to his opinion, oppofed it with great 
heat, and called his collegue a flatterer, and a flave to the 
plebeians. Servilius , in his turn, reproached him with his 
obftinacy, pride, and animofity againft the people. . The 
fenators were divided between them, and difputes ran high, 
when fome horfe-men arrived full fpeed, with an account 
that the Volfci were advancing to befiege Rome. The ple¬ 
beians were rejoiced to fee their country in danger; and 


Rome. 


to befiege when the debtors were invited to take up arms in defence 

of the common liberty, they fhewed their chains, and afked, 
with a fierce kind of fmile. Whether it was worth their 
while to expofe their lives to defend fuch ornaments ? 

Rome was in that agitation which generally precedes the 
greateft revolutions: the confuls divided ; the people difo- 
bedient to their magiftrates ; and the enemy at the city 


gate 


Something was abfolutely necefl'ary to be done, to 


« ^ ... appeafe the people, and induce them to lend their afliftance. 

ervtius Appius was obftinate and inflexible; but Servilius was pre- 
prevai s vailed upon to promife the people, in the name of the i'e- 

on t . e nate, that when the war mould be ended, all their debts 
people to remitted ; and in the mean time a decree was 

w * read, whereby all creditors were forbid to profecute any aa- 

man citizen for debt, who was willing to ferve; or to feize 
his children or his goods : but they were ftricfly commanded 
to profecute, with the utmoft feverity, all fuch debtors as 
ihould either refufe to ferve, or defert after they were in- 
*- • rolled. To this wife law Rome owed her prefervation. The 

levies were almoft 'inftantly completed : Servilius marched 
Defeats againft the enemies, and intirely defeated them, and, to re- 
the Vol/ci t ward the foldiers, he gave them all the fpoil, to enable them 
and takes to pay their debts. He then marched to Suejfa Pometia > the 

.1 • * • ' t i t i nr ♦ it . % ' j 


their ca¬ 
pital . 


capital of the Volfci , took it by ftorm, and put all the in¬ 
habitants to the fword who were able to bear arms. He 
gave likewife this wealthy city up to be plundered by his 
ioldiers, without referving any part of the fpoil for the pub¬ 
lic treafury. In the mean time, Appius , who had been left 
in Rome y beheaded the three hundred hoftages, which the 
Vofci had given to the Romans upon Servilius’s firft expe¬ 
dition +. 

So glorious a campaign merited the honours of a triumph 
for the conful ; but Appius had perfuaded the fenate to re- 
He is re- fufe him it, under pretence of his aiming at too great popu- 
fufed a larity. Servilius , fenfibly affecled with this unjuft proceed- 
triumph, ing, took a bold ftep, which afterwards proved a fatal pre¬ 
cedent to his country. On his arrival before Rome , which 
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none were allowed to enter, who demanded a triumph, he 
alFembled the people without the walls, and made his com¬ 
plaint to them. They, by their acclamations, bid him do which he 
what he pleafed : upon which he decreed himfelf a triumph, decrees 
and marched with the ufual pomp to the capitol, followed himfelf. 
bv his army, and attended by all the people*. 

"The people now thought they had a right to demand of Difturb- 
the fenate the performance of Servilius's promife ; but the ances oa 
inflexible Appius redoubled his feverity againft the unhappy account 
debtors, and ordered thofe who had been fet at liberty du- of the 
ring the war, to be carried back to their creditors prifons. debtors. 
Thofe that were arretted, appealed to Servilius , who had in 
vain tried to prevail on the fenate to grant a general aboli¬ 
tion of debts, They urged upon him his promifes before 
the campaign, and their fervices in the war. They cried 
aloud before his tribunal, that either, in equality of conful 
and chief magiftrate, he fhculd defend his fellow-citizens, 
or that, as general, he fliould not defert the intereft of his 
foldiers. But Servilius , who was of a mild timorous cha¬ 
racter, durft not declare openly againft the whole body 
of the patricians ; and endeavouring to keep well with both 
parties, he difobliged both, fo that he got the hatred of the 
one, and the contempt of the other. 

The people, finding themfelves abandoned by Servilius , 
and perfecuted by his collegue, aflembled tumultuoufly, 
and refolved to owe the redrels of their grievances only to 
themfelves, and to oppofe tyranny with force. The debtors, 
purfued by their creditors, fled to the forum , and found a 
lure refuge among the croud, who beat back the creditors, 
and made fuch a noife, that the fentence pronounced by the 
judges could not be heard. 

The Sabines , encouraged by thefe inteftine broils, revolt- The $a~ 
ed, and gained over the Roman colony of Medulla . The new bines re- 
confuls, A. Virginias , and C T. Veturius , both men of little volt, and 
note, attembled the people; but they abfolutely refufed to the people 
inlift, unlefs their debts were cancelled. At the fame time, refufe to 
envoys arrived from the Latines and Cruflutnini , complaining ferve. 
of hoftilities committed by the Mqui and Sabines ; and am- 
bafladors from the Vclfci , demanding reftitution of the lands Th eVolfci 
which had been taken from them in the late war. Thefe threaten 
tidings filled the rich with confternation, and the poor with a war. 
joy. The fenate affembied, and returned for anfwer to the 
Pclfd, c< That it was not confiftent with the honour of the 
republic, to comply with their demands.” The Latines and 
Cruftinnini were aftured, that they fhould be afiifted. But 
as 'Rome could neither proteef her allies, nor repulfe her ene¬ 
mies, uni els peace were firft eftablilhed at home, the fenate 
met again the next day, to confider how they might procure 
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it. Various expedients were propofed and rejected ; and it 


Manias was at laft agreed, to create a 


Manias Valeria 


Valerias brother to the famous Pop lice la, was appointed to this high 
created office. As foon as he had been proclaimed, he named Hpuin- 
di&ator. tus Servilius , brother to the late conful, his general of the 

horfc, and promifed the people, that, if they would lend 
their aifiitance, and ferve their country at this time, he 
would procure for them, from the fenate, all the reafonable 

condefcenfions they could expect : And , in the mean time , 

of conffcatior.s or 
J'he people, depend- 
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imprifonments during my adminijlration . 

ing on this promile, took arms with pleafure ; and ten le¬ 
gions were foon railed, three of which were given to each 
conful, and four referved for the dictator. Vcturius was or¬ 
dered to march again ft the /Eqv.i, Virginias againft the Volfci , 
and the dictator himfelf led his legions againft the Sabines. 
The enemy was defeated every where ; Valerius was ho- 
r.d n oured with a triumph, and, as a farther mark of diftinction, 

a curule chair was ordered to be always placed for him in 
the circus , and this honour was made hereditary in his 
family*. 

The fe- Valerius now demanded of the fenate the performance of 
nate refu- his promift to the people ; but the patrician yfurers had 

formed fucli a party during his abfencc, that the fenators 
not only refufed to comply with his demands, but reproach¬ 
ed him with the aftedfion of his family for the plebeians, 
demands and taxed him with betraying the intereft of the fenate. 
of the Incenfed at this treatment, lie left the fenate abruptly, tel I - 
diflator. ing them, they might perhaps foon want an interceflor with 

that people they now defpifed. He then ailembled the peo¬ 
ple, thanked them for their late fervices, complained of the 
infincerity of the fenate both to them and him, and declared 
his refolution to retire, or to furrender himfelf up to their 
refentment, if they fufpeefed that he had betrayed their 
Valerius' caufe. Having ended his fpeeeh, he laid down his employ- 
refignshis merit, and {tripped himfelf of the enfigns of the didkatorfhip. 
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The people heard him with refpcct and veneration, and 
conducted him to his houfe with loud acclamations. The 
fenate, afraid of the confequences of the abdication of an 
injured dictator, ordered the two confuls, who ftill held the 
foldiers engaged by their oath, to lead the army into the 
field, under pretence that the Alqui and Sabines were ma¬ 
king frefit preparations for war. The foldiers law through 
this artifice, and went out of Koine with fuch rage, that 


fome of them propofed 


afihfiinating 


the confuls, to free 


The fol- themfelves from their oath. This v/as op poled by others; 


diers de¬ 
fer t. 
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and they at laft concluded to carry away the military en¬ 
figns and rLifidards, without the privity of their officers, 
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and to form a feparate camp on an hill, about three miles 
from Rome, juft beyond the Anio*. There they chofe them- 
felves a general. Sicinnius Bellutus , a plebeian, who had 



J 


as it was afterwards termed, 


was the man they pitched upon. They 
felves ftrongly, but committed no hoftilities. The confuls 
and officers l'ummoned them to return, but they refufed. 

The fenate,. alarmed at this general defertion, which looked 
like the beginning of a civil war, fent two deputations to 
the malecontents, offering them a general pardon, and ex¬ 
horting them to return to the city ; but they fent back iw ? depu- 
word, that the patricians fliould loon find what enemies ta ‘ L ’ ons to 
they had to deal with. This anfwer occafioned new alarms 


The fe¬ 
nate ftnds 


. t 

In the mean time, the two confuls, whofe magiftracy was 
expiring, affembled the people for the cleftion of their fuc- 
ceffors ; and as nobody, at fo dangerous a conjuncture. 


contents. 


flood candidate for 


Spur ins Cajfius VifceUinus 


Pojlh 


equally agreeable to the^plebeians and patricians, to accept 
the confulfhip. Their firft care was to convene the fenate 
to deliberate upon the raoft fpeedy methods of reftoring 
peace and union. Warm —•' ** * -* • & 


Valet 


ppa 


of the people, and propofed fending fuch deputies as fliould 

be agreeable to them, with full power to make up matters 
on the beft terms they could. Ap-pms , and all the young fe- 
nators oppofed this motion with great noife and vehemence, 
muffing, that it would be derogatory to the dignity of the 
fenate, to treat at all with the rebels, till they had firft laid 
down their arms. However, it was at laft agreed by all, 
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ceived with all the refpeffc due to their . 
prefence alone would have been lufHcienr to bring back th^ 

l L ' ^ ^ l C l ■ wins Bellutus , and another "*■ 

plebeian of the fame ftamp, who, becaufs his name happened l jnate * 

to be Lucius Junius, affected the furname of Bru ins, and 

laid he was deftmed to deliver the people from the tyranny 

oi the fenate, as the famous Brutus had freed Rome from the 


epprefhons of the kings. Thefe two being appointed by 
the malecontents to treat with the deputies from die fenate, 
propofed, that, befides the annulling of all Bonds and obli¬ 
gations then fubfifting, (which Mcnenius Agrippa had affured 
them mould be done) they, for their future fecurity, ihould 
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have liberty to chufe annually, out of the body of the ple¬ 
beians, two magiftrates, who, without having any other 
authority in Rome, but that of protecting them, fhould have 
power to oppofe or annul any edicts or judgments that 
might be burdenfome to the people. If, added they, you 
come here with a fincere intention of peace, you cannot re¬ 
ject fo equitable a propofal. The deputies, furprifed at this 
demand, told them, that they afked a thing which abfolutely 
exceeded the bounds of their inftruftions ; but that M. Va¬ 
lerius , and fome other of the deputies, would go and make 
their report of it to the fenate, and return with an anfwer. 

Valerius repaired to Rome with all fpeed, and the fenate, 
being aflembled, palled a decree, in fpite of Appius , who 
Hill remained inflexible, whereby they permitted the crea¬ 
tion of thefe new magiftrates, who were called Tribunes of 
the people. This decree, which included alfo the abolition 
of debts, was carried by the deputies of the fenate to the 
camp, as a feal of peace. The people were now for re¬ 
turning to Rome \ but the leaders of the fedition would not 
let them feparate before they had elected the new magi¬ 
ftrates. Lucius Junius and Stcinnius Bcllutus were chofen; 
and thefe immediately named themfelves three collegues* 
A law was alfo palled, before they left the camp, whereby 
the perfons of the tribunes were declared facred : and to 
make this law perpetual, all the Romans were obliged to 
fwear, for themfelves and their pofterity, that they would 
inviolably obferve it. After thefe regulations, the people 
erefted an altar to Jupiter the Terrible , and having conlecra- 
ted the place of their retreat, which, from this time, was 
called the facred mount, they followed the deputies of the fe¬ 
nate, and returned to the city f. 

One of the firft fteps of the tribunes towards an increafe 
of power was, to alk the fenate’s leave to chufe two afliftants 
in the execution of their office. Their requeft was granted, 
and thefe afliftants afterwards had the cognizance of many 
affairs, which before belonged to the confuls, and the in- 
fpeftion of all buildings ; whence they were called /Ediks ,, 
with the epithet of plebeian , to diftinguifh them from the 
ctirule cediles, of whom we fhall fpeak hereafter. 

Rome being now in a profound peace at home, troops were 
eafily railed to march againft the Volfci , whom the conful 
Cominius defeated in a pitched battle, and took from them 
Longida and Polnfca. He next attacked their metropolis, Co- 
ridi , took it, and the fame day gained a viftory over the 
Antiates. But Cains Marcius , a young patrician, had all 
the glory of both aft ions ; for when the Romans , repulfed 
by a vigorous Tally of the befieged, were driven in difordei 
back to their intrenchments, he, by his words and example, 


* Dion. Hal. 1. vi. f Dion. Hal. ib. Liv. 1. iii. c. 30-33. 
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rallied the fugitives, brought them back to the charge, and Gallant 
forcing the enemy to retire into the city, entered it with behaviour 
them^and made himfelf mafter of it : then, without fuffer- of Caius 
jng his foldiers to dray for plunder, he haftened to the con- Marcius 
juf’s army, which was upon the point of engaging with the Coriolauus 
Antiatcs , and there he behaved with fuch extraordinary va¬ 
lour, that the victory was inti rely owing to him. The next 
day, the conful, at the head of his army, returned him pub¬ 
lic thanks, put a crown of gold upon his head, affigned him 
a tenth part of all the fpoil ; gave him a fine horfe, with 
ftately furniture, in the name of the republic j allotted him 
as much money as he could carry away; and, laftly, bid 
him chufe out any ten of the prifoners. But of all thefe 
prefents, the young hero accepted only the horfe, and de¬ 
manded but one captive of the ten, an old friend of his fa¬ 
mily, with a defign to give him his liberty. This generous 
difintereifednefs filenced even envy itfelf. All refpefted a 
hero, whofe fentiments were as noble, as his valour was fig- 
nal. But the conful, to add to the glory of the brave war¬ 
rior, gave him the furname of Coriolanus , thereby transfer¬ 
ring from himfelf to Marcius all the honour of the conqueft 
of Corioli*. 

The enemies of Rome , terrified at the reduftion of the 
Volfci , remained quiet at home. The conful difbanded the 
army, and the ancient alliance with the Latines was re¬ 
newed. Men cm us Agrippa died this year in as great poverty 
as Poplicola. His relations were going to bury him privately, 
but the people voluntarily taxed themfelves, to give him a 
magnificent funeral. Upon this, the fenate, thinking it 
would be a difgrace to them to fuffer fo illuftrious a patri¬ 
cian to be buried at the expence of the people, ordered a 
fum out of the public treafury for his funeral, and com¬ 
mitted the care of it to the quajlors . The people would 
not take back their money, but ordered it to be given to 
the children of the deceafed f. This memorable confulfhip 
ended with a ccnfus and lujirum , and there appeared to be 
but an hundred thoufand men in Rome fit to bear arms. 

Under the new adminiftration of T. Geganius and P. Mi - Rome fuf- 
nutius, Rome fuffered greatly by a famine, and this calamity fers great- 
revived the civil diffentions. The fenate, to difburthen the Jy by a 
city, fent away great numbers of people to plant colonies at famine. 
Vclitra and Norba. The Antiates , taking advantage of the 
aiflreffed fituation of Rome , made incurfions to the very gates 
of the city. Coriolanus could not bear this infult; and as 
the tribunes oppofed any regular levies being made, he put 
himfelf at the head of a band of volunteers, advanced into 
the enemy’s country, defeated them in feveral engagements, 


* Dion. Hal. l.vi. 
•J- Dion. Hal, 1 . vi. 
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and returned loaded with a rich booty of corn, cattle, and 


flaves. At this the patricians triumphed, and the plebeians 
murmured agaimr their tril* r ' r rr ' 

g°*. 

thei 

b 


riuunes for not fullering them to 
p up a mifunderltandsiig, on which 
eir very being depended, openly accufed the patricians of 
ing thecaufe of the fcarcity. The people, believing them 


ITT! 


grew quite outrageous. I he lenate, at; 
that threatened them, met daily to deliberate on the means 
to avert it. Some were for employing fair means ; but Ap- 
pius and the majority determined, that the tribunes IKould 
oe threatened with the fevered; punifhments, as difturbers of 


the public peace, if they did not amend their behaviour. 

But when the confuls came to declare to the curies the 
refolution of the fenate, the tribunes interrupted them, af- 
ferting, that they had no right to difpute in the comitia ; 
and, after a very warm conteif, they procured a law to be 
palled by the people, before the confuls could make any op- 
pcflticn to it, by which it was made criminal for any one 
to interrupt a tribune while he was fpeaking to the people. 
The penalty was a fine, and, on refufal to pay that, death, 
and conlifcation of goods. The fenate, indeed, refufed to 
confirm this law ; but the people, in return, would not re¬ 
ceive the decrees of the fenate. 

The people, fatisiied, for the prefent, with having en¬ 
larged the power of their tribunes, bore the famine patient¬ 
ly enough, and continued quiet, till plenty of corn arriving 
from Sicily , in the confulate of M. Minutius and A. Scmpro- 
nius, furnifhed the tribunes with a new occafion of re¬ 


tire poor, the corn 


kindling the fedition. The 
pie, were for diftributing gratis among the 
which had been bought with the public money ; but the 
oppofitc party was for holding up the price, in order to keep 
the populace in fubjeclion. The famous Coriolanus , at the 
head of the fevere party, fpokc loudly againfl ihewing any 
indulgence to the people, propoied aboiifhing the tribunc- 
jfhin, and taking vengeance of the mad rabble for their pall 
infolence. Molt of the fenators thought him right, and 
agreed with him, that the government ought to be re-effa- 
blilhcd on its ancient foundations, and the treaty concluded 


f 


The tribunes, hearing him, 


left the affcmbly * in the greatefl: fury, and running to the 

A 


peopl 


n 

V 


* The tribunes were at firft five in number; but, a few years 
after, five more were added. They were always ch'ofen by the 
plebeians, and out of their body. Their foie function was to de¬ 
fend the liberties of the plebeians, and to interpole in all grievan¬ 
ces offered them by their luperiors. This interpofing in matters 
determined by the fenate, or other magiitrates, was called inter- 
cejjio, and was performed by Handing up, and pronouncing only 
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people, wrought them up to fuch a pitch of rage, that they 
were ready to break into the fenate, -and there facriiiec Co- 


riolanus to their hatred and revenge *. 


{he 


their proceedings, {topped them and, having affemblecl the 
curia, fummoned Coriolanus to appear before them : but he 


Goriolanus 
fummon’d 
to appear 

defpifed a fumvnons from a tribunal which he did not ac- before the 
knowledge. Hereupon the tribunes, with a gang of the tribunes, 
jnoft mutinous of the plebeians, attempted to feize him as 
he came out of the fenate ; but the young fenators beat 


them back. The 



They at¬ 
tempt to 


ft feize him. 







in the fenate, and exaggerating th 
treatment they had met with the day before. Alter they 
had rendered Coriolanus as odious as they could, and wrought 
the people into a violent ferment, they added, that if any 

• • i i i • i r i 1 i 


Mtnutius 


tl.euuruf.r 


patrician would undertake his defence, he might mount the 
tribunal, and fpcak to the people. Mmutius , the el deft con- 
ful, undertook this talk, and by gentle words, joined with appeaf.-s 
uomifes of fpeedy plenty, foftened and calmed the people, 
lilt the artful Sicinnius , now tribune of the people a lecond 
time, after thanking the confuls and patricians for their fa¬ 
vourable difpofition, exhorted Coriolanus to have recourle 
to the clemency of the people, and to make an apolo¬ 
gy for his conduct. They well knew, that he was of 
too lofty a fpirit to ftoop to fupplicatlons, and did not doubt 
but he would provoke the people anew by the haughtinefs 


the word Veto> I forbid it. They had their feats placed at the 
door of the fenate, and were never admitted into it, bat when the 
confuls called them, to alk their opinion upon feme affair that con¬ 
cerned the intereft of the people. Their power was confined 
within the walls of Rome* or extended at moll to a mile round the 
city. They were not allowed to be abfent from the city a day. 
fome fay an hour, except in the Fcriee Latin/?. To ftjew their 
rcadinefs to protect the people, they were obliged to keep their 
doors open night and day. Their authority became very great : 
for though at firft they pretended only to prevent opprefiion, yet 
they afterwards ufurped the power of doing almoft whatever they 
plcafed, having the populace to back them. They aflemblcd the 
people, enadlcci laws, made decrees, and executed them upon the 
magiftrates thcmfelves, commanding fometimes the very confuls 
to be carried to prifon. Jn ftiort, they occafioned far greater dis¬ 
turbances in the ftate, than they were -firft created to anpeafe ; 
whence they are ftiled, by fome of the ancients, the bane of the 
public tranquillity. 

* Dion. Hal, Plut, in Coriol. Liv. 1 . ix. c. 44. 
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Coriolanus of his anfwers. Accordingly, the young patrician, iniiead 
provokes of appearing as a criminal, affumed the air of a judge, owned 
the people what he had faid in the fenatc, gloried in it,' and refilled 
by his to fubmittoany tribunal, but that of the confuls; protefting, 
haughty with a threatening look, that he would not have vouchsafed 


anfwers. 


to appear in a tumultuous ailcmbly of feditious men, but to 
reproach them with their crimes, and put fomc check to 

He concluded with 


their boundlefs defires. 


decl 


anng 


his 


hatred of the tribunes, whom he called the bane of the pub¬ 
lic happinefs 

Coriolanus The people, enraged at this fpeech, we re for maflacering 
condemn- him on the fpot ; but Sicinmus , thinking it ncccfiary to ob- 
ed by the ferve at lead: fome appearance of jufticc, put a flop to their 
plebeians, rage ; and having confulted apart with his collegue, without 
butrefeu’d fo much as collecting the voices of the aflcmbly, pronoun- 
by the pa- ced fentence of deatii upon him, and ordered him to be 
tricians. thrown down the Tarpeian rock. The cecities inftantly ad¬ 
vanced with their officers, to put this fentence in execution; 
but the fenate, and all the patricians in the aflembly, fur- 
rounded and defended him, determined to oppofe force with 
force ; and the people, either thinking the tribunes had 
carried their animoiity too far, or awed by the pretence of 
the confuls, now refuted to affift the iediles. The tribunes, 
difappointed in this, had recourfe to another method. They 

determined to profecute Coriolanus in a legal way ; and to 
that end, convened the people by tribes for his trial, and 
ordered him to appear before them in feven and twenty davs. 


Thefenate 

endea- 


As to the dijlributton of 

/ ■ 


the fenate 


In the mean time, the fenate did all they could to footh 
the people : the price of com was fixed at the lowed: rate 
vours to it ever had been at, even before the fedilion ; and the cou¬ 
nt length 
whether 


pacify the fuls tried every means to appoafe the tribunes, who 

_i /• n i t r i i • i 


people. 


i wo con- were 


agreed, that- the fenate fnould, as ufual, decide, 
the people fhould take cognizance of the matter depending. 
But at the fame time they infilled on two conditions, which 

That the tribunes fhould be heard in the fenate, 


i ft. 


ditionsin- with regard to th~ b 

accufed 


fy im r.vo 

<1 i ¥ d. 


fitted 


on 
by the 
tribunes. 


of the perfon 
being fworn, fhould 


deli 


nccs they had to lay to the charge 
and, 2dly, That the fenators, after 


- their opinions regularly, and 



Dec ius 


the confuls pronounce fentence according to the plurality of 
voices. Thcfe preliminaries being fettled, the tribunes were 


introduced into the fena 


4.1 L* V* 


Deans 


freaks for fpoke with great art and eloquence, and 


tile youngeft of them, 

cited 


the I 


w 


of 


the people Pep lice la, by which the plebeians, whet: 

patricians, were allowed to bring their 

_ __ rr. _Li.. c __i _ l.i* » 


when ill-treated by the 

complaints before 
the aftianbJy of the people ; and this, he faid was the cafe 




®9 


OF THE WORLD. 

with refpe& to Coriolanus , frqm whom he advifed the fenate 
; t0 withdraw their protection, as from a proud over-bearing 

When the tribune had done lpeaking, the confuls afked Appi us 
the opinion of the aflembly, beginning with the oldeft and Claudius 
weft venerable fenators ; for in thofe days, fays Dionyfms oppofes 
of HaUcarnaflus, the young fenators were not fo prefumptu- the pre- 
ous as to make fpeeches, or to think themfclves capable of tenfions 
inftructing their elders. Appius Claudius , ever irreconcilea- of the 
Ibleto the people, when it came to his turn to fpeak, enu- tribunes, 
[merated, with great warmth, all the incroachments of the 
; plebeians, and exclaimed againft fubmitting Coriolanus to be 
I tried by them, or making them any conceffions : but the 
[popular Valerius was of a contrary opinion ; and his advice 
[prevailed. Coriolanus was therefore put into the hands of 
I the tribunes, who immediately affembled the people, read 
ito them the charge againft the prifoner, which was, his 
[uiing tyrannical power, and ordered them to attend the trial 
iin twenty-feven days.. 

When the day appointed came, the tribunes, early in the CoriAanus 
morning, before the arrival of the fenators, artfully fepara- is tried, 
ted the people by tribes j whereas, from the reign of Ser- 
vius 'Tullius , the voices had always been gathered by centu¬ 
ries. The confuls were for keeping up the ancient cuftom, 
well knowing, that in that cafe they Ihould have a majo¬ 
rity, which would lave Coriolanus. But the tribunes infilled, 
that, in an affair, in which the rights and liberty of the peo¬ 
ple were concerned, every citizen’s vote Ihould have its due 
weight, and therefore their fufrrages Ihould be collected by 
tribes. The conful Menenuus fpoke firft, in favour of Co¬ 
riolanus, and was anfvverc-d by the tribune Sicinnius. Cori¬ 
olanus then prefented himfelf to the aflembly, recited his 
paft fervices, Ihewed the many crowns he had been re¬ 
warded with for them, named the many citizens he had 
faved in battle, and, tearing away his robe, Ihewed his 
bread: all covered with fears. tc Are thefe,” laid he, with 
an air of confidence mixed with modefty, u adlions con- 
“ fiftent with the treacherous defigns now laid to my 
“ charge ? Is it eafy to believe, that a man, who has done 
“ nothing to gain the favour of the people, but hazard his 
j“ life for them, could aim at ufurping the throne ?” Even 
the moll mutinous were going to acquit him, and the af- 
fembly was juft ready to break up, when the tribune Decius, 
alarmed at this change, brought a new charge againft him, 
which was, that, contrary to the Roman laws, he had dif- 
pofed of the fpoils taken from the Antiates in his late expe-r 
dition, during the famine, among his foldiers, inftead of de¬ 
livering them to the quseftor. Neither Coriolanus nor his 



* Dion. Hal. p. 446. Plut. in Corioi. 
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friends were prepared for this chicane ; which the tribunas 
taking advantage of, wrought the people once more into a 
demn’d to rage, and feizing that moment to collect their fuffrages, Co* 

riolanns was condemned to perpetual banifhmcnt. Of the 
meat. twenty-one tribes, but nitie voted for him, and the reft 


And con- 


ban'ifh- 


Ct 


gainft him. 

Never did the people exprefs more joy, not even uponvan- 
quifhing their greatc-ft enemies, than they fhewed for the 
advantage they had now gained over the fenate and the body 
of the nobility. By this fentence, the form of the govern¬ 
ment received an abfolute change, and the people, who had 
hitherto been dependent on the patricians, were now be¬ 
come their judges, and pofi'effed of a right to call before 
their tribunal the greateft men in the commonwealth, and 
to decide their fate. As the aflembly difperfed, it was eafy 
to diftinguifh the patricians from the plebeians by the for- 
row or joy which appeared in their countenances. Coriola* 
nus alone feemed unconcerned : He repaired immediately to 
his own houfe, where he found his mother Vetnria , ami Vo- 
lumnia his wife, drowned in tears, and in the firft trailfports 
of their grief. He exhorted them, in few words, to behave 
with conftancy and fortitude under the various events of 
life ; and, having recommended to them the care of his 
children, who were yet but infants, he took his leave, not 
fuffering any body to attend him in his exile, except three 
or four of his clients. A great number of the fenators and 
other patricians went with him to the gate of the city ; but 
he, juftly offended at the weaknefs of their conduct, laid 
not one word to them by the way, and parted from them 
v/i 


He re- 
folves to 
revenge 

O 


ith the fame reproachful filence*. 
The illuftrious exile retired to a h 


houfe of his own, in the 


neighbourhood of Rome, and there fpent a few days in con- 
fidering what he fhould do. Thrift of revenge prevailed; 


theaferent, an d he determined to go over to the Volfci , a little republic, 

then governed by their general Jltiius Tullus , whom he had 
often encountered, and always conquered, in the late wars 
between them and the Romans +. Coriolanus thought he 
could not truft his life more fafely than with a brave 


and goes 
over to 

the Volfci. 


man 


who, like himfelf, would be glad to humble the pride of the 
jR omans. His refolution being taken, he left his retreat in 
difguife, and, in the evening, entering Antiurn , the chief ci¬ 
ty of the Voifci , he went directly to Vidius ’s houfe, with his 
face covered, and fat down by the hearth of the aomeftic 
gods, a place facred in all the houfes of the ancient pagans, 
V tdlus was at fupper in an inner apartment, when word was 
brought him, that a Arranger, of a very majeftic air, was, 
without fpeaking to any body, come into his houfe, and 



* Dion. Hal. 1. vi. Liv. 1. ii. c. . Plut. in Coriol. 
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had placed himfelf by the hearth of his lares: Tullus im¬ 
mediately came out, and afked him who he was, and what 
he required. Coriolanus then difeovering himfelf, “ If thou 
u jofc not know me,” faid he, <c I am Caius Marcius ; my 
“ furname is Coriolanus , the only reward left me for my fer- 
« vices. I am bar.ifhed from Rome by the hatred of the peo- 
“ pie, and the pulilanimity of the great. I feek revenge: 

« it lies in thy power to employ my fword againft my foes 
“ and thy country’s. If thy republic will not accept my 
“ fervice, I give my life into thy hands: put an end to an 
“ old enemy, who may elfe come to do more mifehiefs to 
“ thy country.” Tullus , amazed at the greatnefs of his 
foul, gave him his hand : “ Fear nothing, Marches ,” faid he, 

“ thy confidence is the pledge of thy fecurity. By bring- 
“ ing us thyfelf, thou giveft us more than ever thou tookeft 
“ from us; and we {hall take care to acknowledge thy fer- 
“ vices better than thy fellow-citizens have done.” He then 
leu him into his apartment, where they conferred about the 
means of renewing the war. 

A pretence was foon found to break the yet unexpired truce Year of 
between the two nations. The Volfci fent ambaffadors to Rome 262. 
Rome, to demand the reftoration of the land and cities taken The Volfci 
from them in the late war, which, as they expelled, was appoint 
refuled. Upon this, they appointed Tullus and Coriolanus Coriolanus 
to command their troops ; and to bind the latter more ftri&ly and Tullus 
to them, conferred on him the dignity of fenator. The two to com- 

generals immediately railed a numerous army, which they mand 
divided into two bodies. Tullus , with the one, ftaid in the their trops 
country, to defend it on the fide of Latum ; whilft Goriola- againft the 
w.vr, with the other, entered the territory of tile Romans be- Romans, 
fore the confuls had taken any meafures to oppofe him ; 
made himfelf mafter of feveral of their cities ; deftroyed Coriola - 
their houfes, and laid wafte their lands ; politically fpare- uus’s con¬ 
ing only thofe of the patricians. The confequence of this quells, 
diilinclion was, that the plebeians accufed the patricians of 
having brought the enemy upon them; and the patricians, 
in their turn, upbraided the people with having forced fo 
great a captain to throw himfelf, in defpair, into the party 
of the enemy. Diftruft, fufpicion, and hatred, rofe to fuch 
a height, that both parties thought more of decrying and 
ruining each other, than of providing for their mutual lafety. 

Coriolanus , finding no enemy in the field to oppofe his de¬ 
signs, carried on his conquelrs, took Lavinium , and at length 
encamped at the Ciullian trenches, within five miles of 
Rome. 

The city was in the utmoft confirmation. The people, 
terrified at the approach of fo formidable an enemy, crouded 
into the forum , and, with loud cries, demanded that Corio¬ 
lanus fiiould be recalled : but the fenate, either to clear them - 

ll corrc- 
of gens- 
jroftty 


hives from the fa fo Lion of having kept up the le; 
L'Oiidcnce with him ; or, perhaps; from that fpirit 
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putation 
to him. 


rofity which made th € Romans always mo ft avcrfc to peace 
when they had the worft fuccefs in war ■, told them, that 
Rome would never grant any thing to'a rebel fo long as he 
remained in arms- 

Heinvelts Coriolanus , incenfed at this anfwcr, which he was informed 
Rome. of, advanced to Rome, and inverted the place, as if he meant 
Thefenate to befiege it. The fenate, now more alarmed than ever, 
fend a de- refolvcd to fend a deputation to him, confiding of five fe- 

nators, all of confular rank, and who had been his moft zea¬ 
lous friends. He ordered them to he conduced through two 
ranks of foldiers Handing to their arms, and, furrounded by 
his chief officers, and feated on his tribunal, gave them au¬ 
dience with the ftate of an enemy determined to preferibe 
the law. They exhorted him, in mod eft and pathetic terms, 
to give peace to the two nations ; and conjured him not to 
carry his refentment fo far as to forget the welfare of his 
country. Coriolanus anfwered, with an haughty air, that, 
as general of the Vclfci , he advifed them to apply to the na¬ 
tion he ferved, and, in a fuppliant manner, fue to them for 
peace, which he engaged to procure for them upon condi¬ 
tion that Rome reftored to the Folfci the country fhe had taken 
from them, granted them the fame right of citizens which Ihe 
had granted to the Latines , and recalled her colonies from 
the towns of which ftie had unjuftly got pofieffion. Then, 
afliiming a milder air, he aflureJ them, that he remembered, 
with pleafure, his obligations to them ; thanked them for 
their generous protedlion of his wife and children, and told 
them, that, to fhew his gratitude, he would allow the Ro¬ 
mans a truce for thirty days, with refpedt to the proper ter¬ 
ritory of Rome , but that he fhould then expect a deciiive 


anfwcr* 


He fpent that time in making new conquefts 


in 


x \ ftccnd 


Laiium , and then appeared again at the gates of Rome with 
his whole army. 

Other deputies were immediately fent to him, who con- 
deputa- jured him to exadt nothing but what might he confiftent with 
won. the dignity of the Roman name. But Coriolanus , naturally 

Hern and inflexible, coldly replied, that the Romans had no 
other choice but reftitution or wmr ; that he allowed them 
only three days more to come to a refolution ; and that, 
after the expiration oi this farther term, they fhould not 
be permitted to come to his camp again. The report of theft 
deputies threw the city into tire utmoft confternation. All 
that could be done in this univerfal dejection, was, to ap¬ 
point every one his poft, either on the ramparts, at the gates, 
m the capitol, or in the towers. Neither dilcipline nor com¬ 
mand was heeded. i he tribunes were not now fo much as 
heard of. Tne confuls, at a lofs what to do, aftembled the 
lenate j expedient upon expedient was propofed j and it was 
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atlaft agreed to fend another deputation, confifting of all A third, 
the minifters of their religion ; by which they thought Cori¬ 
olanus would furely be moved. He received them with re- 
fpe£t, but would abate nothing of his former demands ; and 
ordered them to acquaint the fenate, that the attack would 
immediately begin, if they did not fubmit to the conditions 
he had propofed in the name of the Volfcian nation f. 

Upon the return of the priefts, every one concluded the 
republic loft. The temples were crouded with people of 
every clafs, whofe only hope was in their gods. 

Such was the melancholy face of things, when a Roman 'pj ie r 0 _ 
matron, named Valeria , fifter of the famous Valerius Poplico- man ma , 
//7, moved by a kind of infpiration, turned to the other trons re¬ 
matrons who were come in crowds to the temple of Jupiter , f Q i ve to 
and defired them to go with her to the houfe of Coriolanus’ s intercede 
mother, Veturia. They found her, with his wife Volu?nnia , w i t j 1 hj m 
deploring their own misfortunes, and thofe of Rome. Valeria , 
addrefling herfelf to Veturia , told her, that, every other means 
having failed, they were come to her, as the only refuge 
Rome had left. 44 You alone,” faid {he, 44 can fave our ho- 
4 nour and our liberty. Repair with us to the camp of 
4 Coriolanus , to beg of him peace for his fellow-citizens. All 
4 our hope is in the remarkable veneration, and the tender 
4 love, he has always had for fo good a mother and fo vir- 
4 tuous a wife. Implore, conjure, demand. So good a man 
4 can never withftand your tears. We will all follow you 
4 with our children : we will throw ourfelves at his feet; 

4 and who knows but the gods, moved by our honeft fbr- 
4 row, may preferve a city whole defence feems wholly 
c abandoned by men?” At thefe words Veturia burft out 
nto tears, recollected herfelf a moment, and then replied : 

4 Alas! my intereft in Coriolanus is but a poor refuge. 

4 Since that unfortunate day when the people, in their fury, 
c fo unjuftly baniftied him from Rome , we have never feen 
4 any thing of that filial refpeCt, and that tender affeCtion, 

4 which he, till then, had always (hewn for his mother and 
4 for a wife ever dear to him. When he returned from the 
4 aflembly where he had been condemned, he looked upon 
4 us with a fierce air, and, after continuing fome time in 
4 gloomy filence, ’ Vis done , faid he to us \ Coriolanus is con- 
4 demned : our ungrateful citizens have bonified me for ever 
4 from the bofom of my country. Support this blow of fortune with 
4 a courage worthy of two Roman women. I recommend my 
4 children to your care. Farewell. With thefe words he broke 
4 away. We began to follow him: I held his eldeft foil by 
4 the hand ; and Volumnia , all drowned in tears, carried the 
4 youngeft in her arms. Then turning to us. Come no fur - 
4 tber, laid he, and give over your vain complaints. You have 
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now no fon , zwy mother \ cmd thou, Volumnia, thou heft « 
%vomcn, thy hufband is for ever loft to thee. He departed 'iron 
ihmf, alone; without fervants, without money, an< 
v* T ithout even telling us whither he would dire# his fteps 
nor has he ever fince made the leaft inquiry after his fa¬ 
mily, or given us any account of his welfare.--—Wha 
then can you expedf from our intreaties ? Can two wo¬ 
men bend that ftubborn heart, which even the miniften 
of Religion could not foften ? And, indeed, what fhall 
I fay to him? What can I reafonably defire of him: 
That he would pardon ungrateful citizens, who have 
treated him like a man blackened with the fculeft crimes! 


<c That he would take companion upon a violent populace. 
“ which had none for his innocence? And, That he would 
“ betray a nation, which has not only opened him an afy- 
“ lum, but has even preferred him to her moll illuftrious 
“ citizens in the command of her armies ? How can I pre- 
“ fume to afk him to abandon fuch generous proteCtors, in 
“ order to deliver himfelf again into the hands of his mod 
* i bitter enemies ? Can a Roman mother, and a Raman wife, 
<c with decency exaCfc, from a fon and a hufband, things 
“ which muft difhonourhimbefore gods and men? Mourn- 
“ ful circumftance, in which we have not power to hate 
“ the moft formidable enemy of our country ! Give us up 
“ therefore to our unhappy deftiny; leave us buried in our 
cc juft affliction.”—Still Valeria, and all the Roman matrons 
that were there, embracing Vetnrw s knees, conjured her not 
to refufe her country this laft affiftance. The mother of 
Coriolanus , at laft overcome, promifed to comply with their 
requeft, if the fenate agreed to it. They did ; and Vet stria, 
with the moft illuftrious of the Rotnan ladies, in a number 
of chariots which the confuls had ordered to be got ready 
for them, took the way to the enemy’s camp. 

Theinter- Coriolanus received them with the utinoft refpeCf, but de¬ 
view be- termined in his own mind not to grant any of their requefts. 
tween Co- In this, however, he reckoned upon a favage refolutenefs 
riolanus which was not in his nature ; for he no fooner beheld his 
and his wife and mother, but he ran inftantly to embrace them, 
mother. Tears were their firft exprcffions of joy upon feeing each 

other again. Veturia began to enter upon the fubjedt of her 
coming j upon which Coriolanus , that he might not give any 
umbrage to the Volfci , called the chief officers of his army 
to be witnefles of what palled. When they were come, 
Veturia , to engage her fon to have the more regard to the 
requeft fhe was to make, told him how kind all thefe ladies 
had been to her and his wife Volumnia \ adding, that they 
were come to beg peace of him once more, and to conjure 
him, by all he held dear, to fpare his country, and turn his 
arms again ft fome other enemy. Coriolams replied, that he 
could not think of betraying the intereft of a nation that 
had given him ike command of their army, and from whofe 
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wencrofity'he had received more wealth and honours, than 
f... Knj loft at Rome by the ingratitude of his fellow-citizens ; 

llv * * 4-4»V* ^ # * . « « ^ * « • « « ^ | ^ f\ 


9S 


, fhe 
nd come and 


anti, in- 11 i - - ..- - —7 —r 

ami Voiutnnia would leave the ungrateful city, : 

enjoy among the Volfci , the honours which they would pay 
to the mother and wife of their general. 

The Volfcian officers feemed much pleafed with this an- 
fvrer; and Veturin, continuing, faid file would never require 
any thing of him that might be a blemifh upon his honour; 
but that, without being any ways wanting in what he owed 
to the Volfci , he might mediate a peace equally advantageous 
to both nations. “ Grant this, my fon,” faid fhe; “ and, 
“ if my tears and prayers cannot move you, behold your 
“ mother at your feet imploring of you the prefervation of 


“ her country. 


fhe 


embraced his knees ; his wife and children did the fame; 

and all the Roman ladies who were with them, begged for 

mercy by their cries and tears. Coriolanus could refill no His mo- 

lonyer: but, amidft a flrugglc of different paffions, cried ther pre- 
...V a a v. i ’ ,,r ” ’ ’ r 


out, 


Ah ! my mother, you difarm meand, tenderly vails 


on 


p rolling her hand in lifting her up, he added, in a low voice, him to 
“ Rome is faved, but your fon is loft:” well forefeeing that raife the 


Volf 


liege of 
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to her entreaties. Pie then took her in private with his wife, R 0Me , 
and agreed with them, that he would endeavour to obtain 
die confent of the principal officers in his army, for raffing 
the blockade; that he would ufe his utmoft endeavours to 
bring the Volfci to terms of accommodation ; and that, if he 
could not prevail, he would lay down his command, and re¬ 
tire to fome neutral city. 

, The next day, he called a council of war, and often re- 
\ prefented the difficulty of forming the fiege of a city which 
had a formidable army for its garrifoil, and where there were 
as many foldiers as there were inhabitants, and concluded for 
a retreat. Nobody contradidled his opinion. The army im¬ 


mediately began its 


Volfc 


with the filial refpedt he had fhewn his mother, than with 
their own intereft, retired back to their native country, 
where Coriolanus divided, all the fjpoil among them, without 
referving any thing for himfelf. borne, however, murmured 
greatly at what he had done: and among thefe was Aitius 
Tullus , who, jealous of the efteern his rival had gained with 


the foldiers, publicly gave out, that he had betrayed the in- 

Coriolanus deli red that he might be al- 
-..-..l.iA K,u' ore general council of the 

ordingiy n.dd: but juft as 6b- 
riolanus was beginning to fpeak, Ti-itus, who no lefs feared 
his eloquence than his v.uour, railed, a tumult; by the ad¬ 
vantage of which, feme whom Tullus had fdoomed threw 
themfelves upon him and flubbed 


Volfc 

lowed to clear his conduit bclore t! 
nation. An affembly was acc 
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Such was the end of this great man, too haughty, indeed, 
for a republican; but who, by his great qualities and fer- 
vices, deferred a better treatment, both from the Romani 
and the Volfci. When his death was known at Rome , the 
people fhewed neither joy nor grief; and perhaps they v/ere 
not forry that the Volfci had freed them from the perplexity 
of recalling a patrician whom they no longer feared and ftill 
hated. 

This averfion in the people to all that bore the name of 
patricians^ arofe only from the jealoufy of the government. 
Rut as it had hitherto coll the fenate no more than the efta- 
blifhment of the tribunes, and the banifliment of a private 
man, the zealous republicans were not difpleafed with this 
oppofition of interefts, which, by keeping an even balance 
between the credit of the great and the power of the people, 
ferved to maintain the public liberty. 

Year of Upon the news of Coriolanus 's death, the Romans ven- 
Romez 6 *. tured to take the field under the command of their confuls 
The Ro^ Sp' Hauticus and Sextus Funius ; men of no courage or expe- 
mans de- rience in war. They pretended to march againlt the lEqvx 
feat the and Volfci ; but returned without effecting any thing *. 
Hernict Their next confuls, Aquilius Tufcus and Sicinnius Sabinus , 
and Volfci. men °f fuperior talents, gained two complete victories ; the 

former over the Hernict , and the latter over the Volfci, The 
camp of thefe laft was taken, and their general, Tulha, 
killed in the battle. Sicinnius was decreed a triumph, and 
Aquilius an ovation. Thefe confuls were fucceeded by Sp. 
Cajftus Vifccllinus , who had been twice conlul before, and 
had obtained a triumph; and Proculus Virginias, a patrician 
of known courage. Upon the approach of the latter, the 
JEqui retired into their cities. Cafjius oppofed the Hemici , 
entered their country, and, by the mere terror of his arms, 
made them fue for peace and an alliance with the republic. 
He was decreed a triumph for this advantage, though there 
had been no battle ; and impowered to draw up the condi¬ 
tions of the treaty with the Hemici j which he did upon the 
fame footing as tne laft alliance with the Latinos. This con- 
defcenfion to a foreign nation, but juft reconciled to Ro?ne y 
gave great umbrage to the fenate, who could not bear that 
they mould be raifed at once to equal honours and privileges 
with the Latines , who were allied to them by blood, and had 
done them many important fervices. 

Gafins Some ftaunch republicans began to fufpe< 51 : that Cafjius , in 
courts the thus favouring the Hernici , had private views, prejudicial to 
people’s the ftate; and indeed he convinced them that they were not 
favour. miftaken: for, the very next day after his triumph, having, 

according to cuftom, aflembled the people, to give them an 
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account of his conduit during the campaign, he told them. 

That he propofcd, before the end of his magiftracy, to ren¬ 
der the condition of the plebeians fo happy, that they fhould 
no longer envy that of the patricians. The next day he ailem- Agrarian 
bled the fenate, made a long fpeech in praife of the plebeians, law pro- 
and propofed a new divifion of the lands belonging to the poled, 
public, laying. It was but juft that the lands taken from the 
enemy, mould be divided among thofe who had expofed 
their lives to inlarge the bounds of the republic. This he 
was for extending to all the lands which had been won from 
the enemies of Rome , and of which the patricians had pcf- 
lelfed themfelves, in order, faid he, to enable the poor ple¬ 
beians to fublift with fome degree of comfort, and to bring 
up their children in a manner ufeful to the dtate. He added, 
that he likewife thought it reafonable, that the poor ci¬ 
tizens fhould be reimburfed what money they had paid in the 
late famine, for com which Gelo, one of the princes of Si¬ 
cily, had made a prefent of to the republic, and which ought 
to have been dillributed gratis among the people. Both thefe 
propofals were reje£ted by the fenate, with great indigna¬ 
tion. The fenators reproached him publicly with his pride, 
ambition, and delire of railing new troubles in the common¬ 
wealth. Cajjius , not at all l'urprized at this opposition from 
the great, convened a new aflembly of the people; and, after 
exclaiming bitterly againfl the patricians, exhorted the mul¬ 
titude to free themfelves at once from the indigence to 
which the avarice of the nobility had reduced them, by 
making a fdiemn law for the partition of the conquered 
lands in their own favour. He did not Hop here; but advifed 
them, by the fame law, to admit the Latines and Hernici to 
fhare iiy the diftribution; alledging, as his reafon for advif- 
ing this lalt part, that, by this means, thofe two nations 
would be united with them in one common intereft, and 
confequently would not fail to fupport them in cafe the pa- 
patricians mould attempt to drive them from their pofief- 
lions *. 

The 


* To Ihew how ruinous this partition of the lands mull have 
been to the great, and how much it might have been delireable to. 
the people, it may be proper to obferve, that it was the eullom of 
the antient Remans, when they had gained any conliderable advan¬ 
tage over their neighbours, never to grant them peace without 
taking from them part of their territory, which was immediately 
incorporated with that of Rome. This was indeed the chief defign 
of their wars. One part of thefe conquered lands Was fold to re- 
imburfe the Hate for the expence of the war : another portion was 
diftributed gratis among the poor plebeians newly fettled at Rome , 
who had no inheritance of their own ; or were let cut to farm, for 
the benefit of the public: and, laftly, as the chief wealth of the 
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The people, at hill, received this propofa! with greatap. 
piaufe; but the tribunes, thinking their power would bedi- 
jr.inifhed if they fuffered a conful to be author of a lav/ which 
favoured the people, oppofed it ftrongly, and brought num¬ 
bers over to their opinion, hv artfully, though truly enough. 
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the lands which you have conquered from them; but 
‘ c that thole old enemies of Rome may become his creatures, 
<£ and be ready to fecond his ambitions views.” Ctiffins, 
di;appointed in this attempt, thought to lucceed better by 
the help of the Lathes ; and, to that end, brought as many 
of them as he could into Rome , where they had the privi- 

~ ' But Virginias , a ware of his col- 

__ o _ o __ y , _ iecree, commanding all thofe who 

were not inhabitants of Rome, to leave it immediately. Caf- 
/ ins , on the other hand, made a contrary cdidl, declaring it 
lawful for any on? who was inrolled among the citizens of 
Rome, to remain there : fo that a fedition was like to enfue. 

The fenatf* affemhled to prevent the impending florin, and 
to make the partition of the lands, which they plainly faw 
the tribunes had declined profecucing, only that they might 
wrefl it out of the hands of a fenator, and have the merit of 
doing it themfelves. Several opinions were offered. 

Claudius* that intrepid defender of the laws, propofed, 



u, 


L * * \ \ * 

that, in order toappeafe the juft complaints of the people, the 
fenatc fhould appoint ten commiftioners, by the name of dc- 



Romcws, in thofe days, con a Red in cattle and flocks, what remained 
of thc-fe conquered lands was left in commons, and to ferve for 
pafhires. This uifpofmon Ivrifted poverty oat of the republic, 
and bound the citizens to its defence. Cut the greedy patricians 
deprived the common people of this fubfiitence. A' alt traits of 
land, fet apart for the fupport of the whole fcate, became infen- 
fibly the patrimony of a few private perfons. If any land was fold 
to dtfrav the charges of a war, the fenator?, who were the only 

J * * ^ 

rich men in thofe timer., being the directors of the Hate, caufed it 
to be adjudged to themfelves, at a very in con fide ruble price; fo 
that the public treafury received fearce any advantage fioin it. Ey 
means of the fame authority, they took, either under borrowed 


name?. 


or in their own, the lands that ought to have been let out 

• o # * 9 

to farm for the poor plebeians, to hdo them to maintain their chil- 

« I * 


uren : 


and oftentimes, by ill dehgned loans, and accumulated 
ufurics, they pot the ii't’e inhc.itances which the people had re¬ 
ceived from them a archers, yielded to them. Lsftly, the rich, by 
hitting the land- mat ks of their enates jl r:kcr and farther, by de- 
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to take an exact information cr all fnch lands a 


ccmvin, 

belonged originally to th 
of them for the ufe oi 


he publicthat they fnould fell one part 
_' the treafury ; diftrihute anotlier part 
•among the poorer citizens, who had r.o inheritance in land; 
anc! that the remainder fiiould be let out on leafes not exceeding 
five years, and the produce be employed in providing corn, 
and paying the plebeians that went to war. A. Setnpr 



the confute of the enfuing year, this being juft expired. The 
chief men in the fenate refolved to impeach Coffins for his 
daring attempt. Accordingly, the two new confute, j?>. Fa- 
blus and Semins Cornelius , were no fooner entered upon their 
office, but the quaeftors, Cccfio Fahhis and Valerius , havdng 
convened an affembly of the people, by virtue of the power 

ed to their office, accufed Coffins of having introduced 
foreign troops into the city, with a dciign to ufurp the fore- u 

reigntv. The charge being fully proved. Coffins was con- demred 
demned by the unanimous voice of ail his fellow-citizens, —i 
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The pride of the patricians, and their contemptuous 
treatment of the people, made the poorer citizens rcfneCt 
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nominating the decemvirs for the diftribution of the lands, 
and paid no regard to the folicitations of the people or their 
tribunes, who, weary of thefe delays, began to make loud 
complaints. To divert their attention to other objedte, the 
old expedient of a war was recurred to ; bur the people ab¬ 
solutely refufed to inlift. The confute then artfully can fed a 
rumour to be lprcad, that they were going to create a dibfa- 
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Cr.jo j-nhius, the queftor, and Fr.?: olios Alamercinus, were 
thofeu eoniute in the coinitia by centuries. JSinilins was at 
hrft ropulfed by the Volfd y but 
laid wafte their country. 
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Cafe, and L . Valerius , who, in his quaeftorftiip, had been 
inftrumenta! in the deftru&ion of Cajfeus , were chofen next, 
In the refolution which the fenate had taken of letting drop 
the fcnaius confulum , by which the partition of the lands had 
been decreed, they thought they could not truft this their 
fecret defign to any more lafely than to Cafe Fa bins and Lu¬ 
cius Valerius , the accufers of CaJJkts , and who had precipi¬ 
tated him in a manner with their own hands from the Tar- 
peian rock. The people law the artfulnefs of this manage¬ 
ment ; they perceived that none were brought into the eon- 
fulfhip but patricians, who would be fure never to nominate 
the decemvirs that were to proceed in the divifion of the 
lands. In thefe circumftanc.es, the war againft the Folfci 
broke out a-new, and the tribune C. Mccnius protefted 
againft any levies for the fervice, till the commiflioners 
fhould be actually named for executing the Agrarian law. 
The confuls, to extricate themfelves from this difficulty, 
carried their tribunal out of Rome, beyond the jurifdi&ion 
of the tribunes, which was confined within the walls of the 
city. They then fent a fummons to the people; and if any 
one refilled to appear, or give in his name, they ordered his 
houfe in the country to be demnlifhed, and his lands laid 
wafte. This military execution brought the people to their 
duty. The war was carried on without any remarkable fuc- 
cefs ; and the confuls kept their foldiers in the field as long 
as pcftible, to avoid new feditions. However, the election 
of new magiftrates made their return at length necefiary, 
and then dil'cord raged again with more fury than ever*. 

The patricians were for promoting to the confular dignity 
Appius Claudius , fon of the famous Appius, who had fo often 
fhewed his averfion to the people ; but as often as the cen¬ 
turies were aflembled, the plebeians made fuch a noife, that 
it was impolfible to proceed to the election. The conluls 
and the fenate endeavoured in vain to appeafe the tumult; 
the tribunes flatly telling them, that unlefs they chofe men 
of unqueftionable characters, they fhould find means to pre¬ 
vent any election ; and that they would not fuller tyrants to 
be impofed upon them for magiftrates. To filence thefe 
difputes, the fenate agreed to reduce the republic to a tem¬ 
porary intcr-rcgnum. S. Airatinus was intcr-rex a few days, 
at the end of which he refigned that poft to Sp. Lartius, ?. 
man of a pacific difpofition, who managed both parties fo 
well, that he brought about a re-union. C. 'Julius Julia, 
who was of the people’s party, and Fabius Vitulanus , who 
favoured the fenate, were chofen confuls. The promotion 
of Appius was dropped for the prefent. The tribunes made 
fome oppoiition to the new levies, in hopes of getting the 
decemvirs named ; but Fabius found means to raife troops 


* Dion. Hal. l.ix. Liv. 1 , ii. c. 42. 


enough 
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enough to take the field, and ravage the country of the 

feientes f. 

The civil feuds broke out again upon the next eledtion Difturb- 
of confuls, but were accommodated as before. The fenate ances 


named Coe jo Fabi us, who was qua? if or when Caffius was con¬ 
demned ; and the people Sp. Turius. The JEqui and Feien¬ 
tes renewed their incurfions ; but the people refufed to arm, 

in. r • • y • • • ^ i m « - - 7 

and dp 

would oppofe all 


fhould be iftued by the fe¬ 
nate, let the matter of them be what it would, till the de¬ 
cemvirs were named. In this perplexity, dppius thought of 
an expedient which fuccceded. As many of the 


Levies 


are 


were gained over, as out-numbered Iannis's party, and the ra -p ec j 
people then took up arms. Turius , who was beloved by 
his foldiers, gained great advantages over the Mqui ; but 
Fdlus’s troops, after putting the Feientes to flight, rather 
than procure their general a triumph, refufed to purfue the 
vidlory, and, the next night, ftruck their tents, and began 
their march towards the city. The conful, putting the belt 
face he could upon the matter, founded a retreat, and re¬ 
turned with them 

The next confuls were chofen as before : M. Fabius , a The He- 
fecond time, by the fenate, and Cn. Manlius Cincinnatus by truriam 
the intereft of the people. In their confulfhip the Hetruri- invade the 
mis invaded the Roman territory with a conliderable army. Roman 
One of the tribunes renewed the old difputc ; but the fe- territory, 
nate having gained a majority, twenty thoufand men were 
railed, and divided between the two confuls, who took the Year of 
field together. The Fletrurians were greatly fuperior in Rome 270. 
point of numbers, but the Romans were determined to con¬ 
quer or die. Both armies engaged. The Romans gained the Are de¬ 
victory, but it coft them dear ; Fabius , brother to the feated. 

conful of that name, and the conful Manlius being flain, 
with a greater number of perfons of diftindtion, than they 
hud ever lofl: before in any battle. The conful was fo at¬ 
tested with the lofs of his brother, that he declined the ho¬ 
nour of a triumph that was decreed him, and entered the ci¬ 
ty in mourning, bringing with him the bodies of his col- 
legue and brother. As he was now the foie governor of the 
republic, to avoid all fufpicion of aiming at arbitrary power, 
he abdicated the confulmip two months before it expired, 
leaving the government in an inter- 7 'egnum. This generous 
behaviour gained him the hearts of all the people j and from 
this time the Faini became popular*. 

Ftcfo Fabius was eledted conful a third time, and with him C,efo Fa- 
. ^irginius. Fabius , in hopes of putting an end to the ci- bins advi- 
vil diiientions which had fo long diftracted the ftate, now fes the fe- 
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me to efponied die interefts of the people, and propofed to the fenate 
pot the to make of their own accord the diftnhurion of the lands, 
jfgrmrum before the tribunes fhould renew their clamour $ hut he was 
law m cx- laughed at. He was more fuccefcfu! in his military expedi- 
ccattOB. tions j for he defeated the JEftUy without the lofs cf a angle 

man, and relieved his collegue, who was furrounced by Sc 
Veicrjcsy and cn the point of being obliged to fur render at 
diferetion. He was scarce returned to Ifynuy and the armies 
difnanded, when the Hetrurlans renewed their incurfions in 
the Reman territory, and ravaged the country to the very 
foot of the hill Ja;naths~ The people again refufed to take 
arms* till the agrarian lav/ was put in execution. In this 
djftrefs, CFcfo Fabius afiembled all the men of his own name 
and family, and proposed to them, that they alone fhould, 
at their own expence, defend the frontiers on the fide next 

the Vttsxii ■*. The Palis readily agreed to it, and, the next 
The £uni~ morning, three hundred and fix of them appeared under 
lv of the arras 2: CtrtVs door, from whence they marched through the 
Fahii no* city, with’about four thou fend of their vaflals and clients, 
dertaketo under the command of Af. Fabtus*, who gained the battle of 
g Jaid the FF: the Jail year. They proceeded to tne banks of the Crt- 
ijo mlfr s. mera y now the Bac?cno % a final] river which dife barges idelf 

into the Tiler , alid there built a fort, in which they left 
Ionic of tkc:?~ nun, and dividing the reft into three parties, 
enteral the enemy’s country in as many places, ana laid it 
wafie +. 

In the mean time, Lucius jEmilius and C. Servilius being 
ciectcd confute, Cttfo Fob:vs joined his family on the banks 
of the CV-vr w, with the title of pro-conful, a new office 

crcatiil for him, and by which he had the fame power over 
the troops he commanded, as if he had been conful, but no 

othi-r authority. The eEqui and Volfci armed almoft at 
the f;*:nc time as the Hctrur'ums . Servilius marched againlt 
the who repulfed him. The JEyui fled at the ap¬ 

proach of Fztvij'y who laid wnfte their country; and the 

though ftrongly reinforced by the other Hetrurum 
raisons, were entirely defeated by sEnuiiuSy and forced to 
f-r peace, which was granted them, and the Roman ar- 
rose . were difbanded 4. 

The Fr i: fHlI kept their peft on the bank of the Gremere , 
vv.cn, in the following confulfhip of C, Horatius and T* 
Mjkzh: i.V. tho Veicutesy forced by the other nations of He- 
: ::r:a to ch afe, either to break with them, or with the Rt- 
v, ihnt to F^.v, requiring them to demolilh their 

and quit the frontiers, The propofal was reje&cd, 
were commenced, and all llet run a efpoufed tb? 

came us their countrymen. Notwithftanding this, the Fabil 
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continued to ravage the country, and often engaged the Vtl- 
trigs with fuccefs in the open held, till, unfortunately, they-The Fab 

were furprifed in an ambufli, furrounded with multitudes, are for* 
and every one cut in pieces, after a long and obftinate dc- rounded. 
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my. The conful Menenius , who had received orders to to pieces* 
march againft the Hetrurians , was within thirty furlongs of 
the fpot, when the Fabii fell, but not only did not go to 
their affiftance, but fuffered the Hetrurians to beat him af¬ 
terwards, for which he was recalled, tried by the people, 
and on the point of being condemned to death ; when, by* 
the interceffion of his friends, the intended (entence was ^ 

changed into a fine* The consul H$ratius was lent againft trurians 
the Hetruriam , and defeated them ; but they ftill kept their defeated 
pofts near Rome. The next confuls A, Virginias and P, $er-\ * 

vilius gained a complete victory over them, and drove them 
back to their own country, out with the lofs of fo many 
Romans* that the fenate refufed them the honour of a 


rur wnii.u nc whs rcxuicu, irieu uy uic pcujwc, 

point of being condemned to death ; when, by* 
ffion of his friends, the intended (entcnce was . 


gained a complete victory over them, and drove them 
to their own country, out with the lofs of fo many 


triumph. 

Peace abroad was always followed by inteftine broils at , 
home. The old difputes about the diftribution of lands 
were revived by the tribunes $ but the confuls Jinilhed their. 
year without minding them. They had no fooner refigned, 
the fafees to L. /Ernlius* now the-third time conful, and. 

Vepifeus Junius , than Cn. Gmud us , a daring, enterpriling 
tribune, cited both to appear before the people, and declare 
why they did not name the commiflioners who were to’ 
proved upon the partition of the lands. The time was fix¬ 
ed for their trial, the event of which would probably have 
proved fatal to them j hut, the very day before, Genucius Sodden 
was found dead in his bed. His body was .carried into the death of 
fdrumy and expofed to public view ; and as no mark of vio- the iri- 
lencc or poifon appeared, the common people concluded, bone Gr* 
that the gods did not approve of his enterprife, and, full of mains. 

that notion, ceafed, for fome time, fo much as to mention 
thepartition of the lands *. 

The confuls and fenate. finding the tribunes greatly con- Haughty 
founded at the unexpected death of their collogue, and the behaviour 
people (truck with a religious awe, began to aCt in a very of the 
arbitrary manner, inftead of taking advantage of the favour- confuls. 
able opportunity to regain their former authority. 

There was occalion for raifing of troops, and lifting the . 
legions to march againft the enemy. Tne confuls, guarded 
by their lifters, hold their tribunal as ufua! in the ; 

and, to make the people feel their power, either nhed or 
whipped thofe citizens that did not appear the very moment 
they were called to give their names, and often without the 
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revolt. 
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to alienate the hearts of the people ; and the unjuft and vi¬ 
olent manner in which the confuls attempted to lid for a 
common foldier, a plebeian, who had been a centurion, 
made their difeontent break out into action. This plebeian, 
named Valero, had diftinguiihed himfclf in the wars by his 
valour, and was eftcemed a good officer. But, without re¬ 
gard to his paic ferviees, or the polls he had bom, he was 
iummoned to ini id himfclf as a common foldier. He refu- 
fed to 


wan 


:o obey, and complained publicly, that the confuls only 
ted to cli(grace him becaufc he was a ple beian. Thofe 


mngillrates, upon his refufal, fent a lictor to (eize him ; and 
upon his reiiiting, ordered him to be beaten with rods ; a 


puniihmcjit which 


the generals 

j.P 


ufed to inflict upon their 


mutinous foldiers. Valero , ftrilcing the lictor that attempted 
to lay held of him, implored the protedtion of the tribunes, 

on their not feeming to pay any regard to his cries, 
I appeal to the people,” faid he, addreffing himfclf to the 


anu 

a 


o'.vcr, 


confuls, 44 lince our tribunes, intimidated by your p 
44 had rather fee a citizen abufed, even in their prefence, 
than cxnofe themlbives to be ftrangled in their beds, 

who 

h i in 




cc 
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ilKC 
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(sremtetus. 

feemed provoked 

64 Affift 


at 


Then turning to the 

the violence that was 


people, 
offered 


left 


me, comrades, cried he, we have no remedy 
44 again ft fo great a tyranny, but force.” The people, ani¬ 
mated by thefe words, attacked the ]i<5tors, broke their 
fafees, and difperfed them. Even the majefty of die con- 
fulfhip could: not ftop their fury ; but the very confuls were 
for -cd o fiy and hide themfelvcs, to avoid worfe treatment. 

The fenate was convened immediately ; the confuls made 
their report of Volet o’s rebellion, and inimed, that he ought 
to be punifhed as a dirturlxr of the public peace, and 
thrown down from the ’Terpcian rock. On the other hand, 
the tribunes demanded jufticc upon the confuls, and com-- 
plained, that thefe magiftrates, in contempt of the Valerian 
law, and of an appeal to the affembly of the Roman people, 
.had offered to fcoarge a brave citizen, as if he bad been the 
vileft Have. Valero , who feared the power of the confuls, 
thinking this new diffention between the two orders of the 
ftate a favourable opportunity for him to take his advantage 
of, demanded the tribunefliip, which he looked upon 
inviolable afylum, that would fhelter him from the fury of 


as an 


his enemies,.and to obtain that office, he boafted in a public 
afiemblv-i that if ever he were inverted with that dienitv. he 



people mourn never 
multitude.; charmed 

# m m m rf- i * 

with this hope, granted him their votes, and he entered on 
h:s office after the elc-btion of the new confuls L. Pinarius 
and L. Fwins*. Every one expected he would immediately 


* Lien. Hah ib, Liv„ ib. c, 
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begin a profecution againfl: the laft year’s confuls, who had 
in-treated him : but he had farther views than a mere per¬ 
sonal revenge. He turned his refentment againfl: the whole 
body of the fenate, and undertook to deprive them of the 
authority they had in the election of the tribunes. He art¬ 
fully propofed, in a general affembly of the people, that pr j 
their magiftrates and protectors might be chofen, for the ru- propo f es 
ture, in the comitia by tribes, and not by curia:. In this he e\e<Clin^ 
had two views very prejudicial to the patricians. In the t j 
frit place, the curia were never aflembled for elections, till 
the fenate had confented to it by a decree ; and in the fe- ■. y 


cond, the patricians, who commanded the iuttrages ot 
their clients, often got fuch tribunes elected as were agree¬ 
able to themfelves. But neither of thefe inconveniences at¬ 
tended the comitia aflembled by tribes ; for the tribunes had the 
power of aflembling them, without the confent of the fenate 5 
and the country tribes, who were not fo devoted to the pa¬ 
tricians as thole in the city, had a right to vote in them, 
as v/ell as the inhabitants of Rome. The plebeian faction 
was highly pleafed with this propofal, and warmly declared 
for puffing it into a law ; but the whole order of patricians 
oppofed it to the utmoft of their power. Valero 1 s law be¬ 
came the only fubject of difpute between the two parties, 
and the Agrarian law was entirely dropped for fome time. 
A dreadful plague fufpended this furious contefl: for a few 
months, during which Valero ’s tribunefhip expired ; but the 
people continued him in the fame office for the following 
year, in fpite of the patrician party*. 

The patricians, finding the people bent upon carrying 
their point, elc&ed to the confulate Appius Claudius , who, 
they knew, was not to be terrified by the noife or menaces 
of the multitude. He was the ion of the famous Appius 
Claudius we have fo often fpoken of. T. Vhiinftius, a vene¬ 
rable fenator, and beloved by the people, was joined with 
him. The two confuls differed in their opinions ; Appius 
was for treating the people with feverity, and dpuinSlius with 
mildnefs. Valero , concluding that he fliould now fucceed, 
confidently added to the law he had before propofed thefe 
two farther articles ; That all affairs relating to the people 
fliould no longer be brought before the curia, but before the 
tribes; and that the aediles, as well as the tribunes, fliould 
be chofen by them. There were but four tribes in the city, 
and feventeen in the countrv. which were not influenced fw 


fuffrages 




as v/ell as th 


tribes. 


Appius 

Claudius 

chofen 

conful. 


There 


xy 


by 


the nobiiity ; fo that, in the comitia by tribes, the patrici¬ 
ans had but little intereft. They therefore did their utmoffi 
to ward off a blow, which tended dire&ly to deflroy the au¬ 
thority of the fenate, and to eflablifh that of the people up¬ 
on its ruins. When the fenate met to deliberate upon thefe 
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extraordinary propofals, Appius was for making a decrc 
incite all thofe who loved their country to take arms, 
declaring thofe who refilled to obey the luminous, enemic 
to their country. But ppriinffius thought it more advif " 
to trv what erentlenefs could do. His advice prevailed ; 

tribunes fhould call an aflembjy t,: 
the people ; that the cenfuJs fhould be allowed to reprefeni 
to the people what they thought the true intereft of the 
commonwealth ; and that they and the tribunes fhould af¬ 
terwards confult together, and agree upon fuch meafures as 
fhould be mofl: for the common good of the people and th 
lenate. 




and VOtero’s i'che 


■■as 


a train In 
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his turn to fpeak, had not incenfed them 


Both the tribunes and the people agreed to this, 

could have been rejected, or forvot, ir 

/§ * 1 • ^ i* ♦ 1 • f 

Appius, when it v. 

the haughtinefs of his behaviour, and his ill-timed 

menaces. 

Cains Lt'Borius , one of the braveft foldicrs in the republic, 
and who had been railed to the tribuncfhip, rofe up to a:i- 
fiwer the confuls, and without taking any notice of phiru- 
tius’s argument, infilled on the invectives of Appius, which 


The tri¬ 
bune L:w 
i* or¬ 
ders At.'- 

J 

jeer to be 
led to 
pri ion. 


he retorted, fwearing by all that was mofl' facred, that lie 
would either get Velcro' a iaw palled, or pcrifli in the attempt. 
Then, after having kept the people feme time in fufpence, 
turning to Appius , I command you , faid he, to leave the afjem- 
l’/v. At'Pius defpifed his ord 


and calling about him Ills 


r T npp, 
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pic feizt 

on the 


v 1 - ; •. L j: 
* 


4 . T 1 

T\ 


friends and clients, who were very numerous, prepared to 
oppofc force with force. The tribune ordered one of his 
offices s to fei7e Appius , and carry him to prifon. A feu IK? 
enfued, but Ahointlius quieted it, and conveyed Appius out of 

» r\- 1 7 » 1 J 1 X 

the aiicmbly 

The next morning, the people, fpirited up by their tri¬ 
bunes, feized on the capital, and fortified themfelves in it, 
as if refolved to begin a civil war. Rkjinctius again appeal'd 
them, and the refult of their com prom ife was the palling 
VC.red': law bv the ferrate. From this time, the tribunes 
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to take the field 5 
a gai n ft the Volfci . 
w.afte the 


unAims 



l the Aiqui, and Apph 


The former, beloved by his foldicrs, laid 


• * 


Ppfit:on p but Appius was no fooner within reach of the 
i'cfj than his men, who hated him, threw away their 
arms, and, though attacked by the enemy, refafed to fight, 
and forced Appius to break up his camp, and lead then 
b'-icjc to Rome. As foe.n as the incenfed conful reached tnj 
ho man territory, he fumrnnneJ his foldicrs to alienable. auk 


enemy's country, without meeting with any op- 
but At Pius was no fooner within reach of th; 


• l'eh-. v, than his men, 
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after upbraiding them with their difobedience, commanded 
heads of the centurions and other officers, who had 

to be llruck off in his 


1 07 


the 

•abandoned their poits, to be itruck oft in his prefencc. 
Thofe who had born the enfigns, and delivered them to the 
enemy, he can fed to be beaten to death with rods. The 
common foldiers were decimated. . 

[Ouivciius and^Appius were fucceeded by L. Valerius and 

about the partition of the 


The 


27 //. Jhrmhus. _ 
lands was revived, 
vour the peopl 


Both the confuls were difpofed to fa- 


App 


condcfcenfion 


to them. The tribunes, enraged, cited him before the peo- Apphts 
pie, as a declared enemy to the public liberty. To prevent kills him- 
the difgrace of a condemnation, he laid violent hands on feiff 


hlmfelf. 

Under the coni 

the Sabines, JEqui , 

Ani'um was taken. 




§ubioilm and SP. Scrvllius , 
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Ahiintl'ius was honoured with a triumph. 


and attended both by the lenate and people, in his procef- 


f;on to the capital *. 

In tl’.e coufulatc of P. 


Pri fc 




A dread¬ 
ful til ague 
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confuls. Upon 


news 
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and Volfci entered the Hainan territory, and appeared unex¬ 
pectedly before Rome. 


Tb zARqui 


The two confuls being dead, and and Volfci 
the few tribunes who were ffill alive unable to adt, on ac- reduce the 
count of their bad ftate of health, the asdiles took upon them Romans to 
to perform the functions of the conluls ; and the Romans , jp-eat di- 
fcill maintaining their antient iteadinefs, crept to the ram- href-; 

_ 7 * # JaKU* 

parts, and put the heft face they could upon their affairs. 

The fenators themfelves mounted the guard, and flood cen- 
tineis, and, the city being well fortified on 
JEqui and Volfci gave up all thoughts of a fiege, and only 
pillaged the country, after which they marched off towards 

S e v c ral 


11 tides, the 


patricians had governed in turns during 
Tne laid of thole was Valerius Poplieola , 
who, the plague having ceafed, afiernbled the centuries for 

and 


ujcuium 
the hilcr-rcsrnzrm. 


to ThesE'/n.i 
ere and Volfci 


overthrown in a pitched battle, with the greateft lofs they defeated. 



had ever yet fuffainedf. 
Hitherto, all litis-ated 


matters had been determined by Year of 


the judgment of the confuls, who regulated their fen fence Romczh- 
eithcr bv the principles of narural en lily, or b\ 


r ancient 
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clans, made a myftery of them to the people. To remedy 
Terentius this inconvenience, C. Terentius Arfa , one of the tribunes of 
Arfu pro- the people, moved for an immediate eflablifhment of public 
poles to laws, to lerve for a rule to the magi fixates in their fentences, 
etlahlilh and to the litigants for proofs of the juftice or injuftice of 
fixed laws their caufe. Arfa’s chief aim in tiiis was, to reflrain the 

power of the confuls. This propofal was ftrongly oppofed 
by the fenators and patricians, and especially by the young 
ones, at the head of which laii was ®hih:£this Cafo, the fon 
of Shiintthis Cincinnati’s. This difpute, which ended in the 
inftkution of the Roman Code , was maintained for a long 
time with the utmoft virulence on both Tides. Card's incon¬ 
siderate heat expofed him to a profecuticn by the tribunes, 
in confequence of which, he banifhed himfejf, before the 
day appointed for his trial. His father, Cincinnati ^, who, 
with ten other fureties, had been bound for his appearance, 
in the penalty of three thoufand afles of brafs, that is, about 
nine pounds, thirteen {hillings, and nine-pence of our mo- 
tires into ney, a vaft fum among the Romans in thofe days, v/as forced 
banilh- to fell the bell part of his eftate on that account, and retired 

to a cottage on the other fide of the Tiber, where he culti¬ 
vated, with his own hands, five or fix acres of land, which 
were all he had to live upon *. 

The intefline broils of the republic encouraged a private 
attempts man in Sabinia, named Jppius tlerdonius , to attempt the re 
to reduce duchion of Rome, with a view to make himfelf king. He 
Rome. was delcended of an illufh ious family, was rich, and had a 

great number of flavcs and clients. With thcfe, and the 
help of his friends, he got together about four thoufand men, 
chiefly out-laws, and perfons of defperate fortunes. He 
embarked this troop on the Tiber by night, brought them 
down the river, and landed them, before break of day, by 
the fide of the capital. He got up the hill without being 
perceived, and, under cover of the darknefs, poffefTed him- 
S<=i?es the feifctf the temple of 'Jupiter, and the fortrefs adjoining to 

trine ie of 


Caifo re- 


men t. 


Herdonius 


fv « 

r Ifif*#** 
j • f i *• 


it. 1 hence he threw himfelf into the neighbouring houfes, 
and put all thofe to the fword who refufed to join him. 
Some, who had the good luck to efcape before the Sabines 
entered their houfes, railed an alarm in all the quarters of 
the city. The confuls, awakened by the noife, knew not 
whether the tumult arofe from a domeftic faction, or foreign 
enemy, and were therefore_equally afraid to arm the people, 
or leave them unarmed, 
truth: but even 


The return of light difeovered the 
in this extremity the tribunes harangued 

un- 


the people, and infilled that they Ihould not take arms 
lefs the Terentian law was parted. The conful Valerius pre¬ 
vailed, however, by mild words. The capital was recover- 
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ed and Herdonius killed, with the greateft part of his fol- Is killed, 
lowers. Valerius Was flain in this engagement. 

huinftitts Cincinnatus , the father of Ceefo^ was elected to QuinBius 
fucceed the conful Valerius . The deputies fent by the fe- Cincinna - 
nateto acquaint him with his promotion, found him driving tus conful. 
his plough, and, for fome time, doubtful whether he fhould 
accept the proffered dignity : but the love of his country 
prevailing over his private fatisfaclion, he took leave of his 
wife, and, recommending to her the care of domeftic affairs, 

/fear , faid he, my dear Kacilia, that our fields tv ill be but ill 

manured this year. 

ghdnttiush fir ft ftudy was, to reform the fenate, and re- Makes the 
ftrain the infolence of the people and their tribunes, repri- tribunes 
manding both parties with equal feverity, without declaring defiftfrom 
himfelf for either, and made the tribunes defift from their profecu- 
profecution of the Tercntian law. His confulfhip expiring, ting the 
the fenators were for continuing him in that dignity ; but law Te- 
he infifted on retiring to his little farm, and Fabius Vitulanus rentia . 
arid L. Cornelius Malugincnfis were named confuls for the en- 
fuing year. They had fcarce entered upon their office, when 
news was brought to Rome, that Altium had revolted to the 
Volfci) who, together with the /Equi , had taken the field. 

Fabius marched againft the Volfci , and defeated them, and 
Cornelius beat the Mqui, and retook Antium. The confuls 
entered Rome in triumph, and foon after refigned the fafces 
to C. Nantius and L. Minutius, who took the field againft 
the V°lfci and the Sabines. Minutius , by a ftratagem of the 
enemy, was led into a valley, and there hemmed in on all 
fides, and in danger of being ftarved into a furrender at dis¬ 
cretion. Some horfemen, who efcaped in the night, carried 
this news to Rome. The fenate, greatly alarmed, and at a 
lofs what to do, determined to create a didfator. Sfuinfitius He is 
Cincinnatus was appointed to that high ftation, and immedi- appointed 
ately put himfelf at the head of the armies. He marched dictator, 
diredlly to the relief of the conful, arrived at the enemy’s 
camp in the night, and furrounded it fo that at break of day Year of 
the Mqui found themfelves in the fame fituation that they Rome 291. 
had put Minutius. The Mqui , attacked on one fide by the 
dictator, and on the other by the conful, fubmitted to Relieves 
Ffuinttius's terms, which were, that they fhould retire with- the conful 
out baggage, arms, or cloaths, and every man pafs under 
the yoke. Two javelins were accordingly fixed in the 
ground, and a third laid over them, and all the foldiers 
paffed, naked and unarmed, under this kind of gate. Their 
generals and officers were delivered up to the Romans , and 
referved to grace the di&ator’s triumph. He would not al¬ 
low the conful’s troops to have any lhare in the fpoil ; but, 
turning to Minutius , As for you , faid he, you mujl learn the Degrades 
art of war in an inferior rank, before you pretend again to com- Minutius. 
viand in chief. He then obliged him to lay down his office, 
which the modeft conful was fo far from refenting, that he 

and 
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and his troops p re fen tod the dictator with a crown of gold of 
a pound weight, for having fared the lives and honour 
fellow citizens. uintiius returned to Rome, and entered 


fellow citizens. £mtnaius returned to nomc, ana entered 
the city in a pompous triumph ■, after which, lie reiigned 



inroads, and pillaged the Roman territory. 'I'he two con¬ 
fabs, C. Horatius and Minutius , were ordered to march 
againlt them without delay; but the tribunes, after their old 
way, protefted, that not a plebeian iliould inlift, till the 


commiffioners for making a 


body of laws, according to 


1 Tcrentius's propofal, were named. An extraordinary meet- 
The peo- i n g 0 f the fenate was fummoned, to deliberate on the pre¬ 
pie refu- f cn t troubles, and Shiinciius Chicinnatus was recalled, to 

make head againlt the tribunes. He was of opinion, that 
the whole fenate and the body of the patricians, with their 
fenators ^ friends and clients, Ihould take arms, and haften into the 
and pati-i- fi c Jd. His advice was received with applaufe : even tiie 

clans take 
arm s . 


ling to in- 
lilK the 


The tri¬ 
bunes of 
the people 
increafeu 
to ten. 


oldeft fenators appeared in the forum armed. 1 he people, 
moved with this light, were going to give in their names to 
be lifted, when their tribune Virginias, having firft confer¬ 
red with his collegue, told the confuls, that if they would 
only fuffer the number of the tribunes to be increafcd from 
live to ten, they would confent to the raifing of the levies. 

kcree, 


a year. 


Year of 
Rome 292 


Their re-quel! was granted, and the fenate palled a 
giving the people liberty to chufe ten tribunes annually, 
provided they did not continue the fame man in office above 

The tribunes being fatisfied, two armies were railed 
without oppofition. Minutius marched again!! the Salines, 
who retired at his approach. Horatius led his troops againft 
the JEqui , retook Corbio and Ortona, which they had feized, 
and then both confuls returned to Rome, to prelide in the 
ccmiiia at the election of their fuccelfors *, which were M. 
Valerius Lair!acinus and op. Vhgjnius Tricojius. 

The tribunes, grown more audacious than ever, by the 
incrcafe of their number, propofed, that 
at leal! fuch parts of it as were not cultivated, or p cite lied 
by lawful owners, fliouid be given to the people, who being 
now very numerous, began to want habitations. The ccn- 
fcuaev. inis looking upon this demand as a prelude to the revival of 

the agrarian law, and therefore deferring to con veuc the fe¬ 
nate to debate it. Id Has, one of the tribunes, daringly font 
an officer to them, commanding them to allemble the fe¬ 
nate iorthwith, and to repair to it themfelves. The an ;::r- 
gcr was, by the confuls orders, fevercly beat, ami ignr.mi- 


mount Ave;-itin,\ or 
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I putting him immediately to death, for violating the facrevl 
I privileges of the tribunefhip, in the perfon of their oflker- 
I '{'he fenate, to fave him, were obliged to give up mount A.uvunt 
j Jlvcntinc , by a decree, to the people. Icilius , not fatished Aiw/« 
j with this,, formed a defign to bring the confuls themfeives yielded to 
\ under lubje&ion In the confulate of T. Romilius and C. the people 
■ Yetarius , the tribunes made more nolle than ever about the 
\ 'ferentian law ; and the confuls, knowing the republic would 
never be quiet at home, till file was engaged in a war abroad, 
declared their refolution to revenge fome late infults of the 
\ Sabines and Mquu They railed the levies with fuch feve- 
| rity, that the people appealed to their tribunes, who, taking The trl- 
! the part of the complainants, endeavoured to relcue from bunes 
| the lictors fome whom the confuls had ordered to be feized. feize the 
i The confuls advanced to fupport the execution of their or- confuls, 

| ders ; but the tribunes, fupported by the populace, not only but are 
l rcpulfed them, but ordered the aediles to feize thofe fovereign beaten by 
j raagiftrates, and carry them to prifon. So daring an attempt the patri- 
| provoked the patricians to fuch a degree, that they fell upon cians. 

; the tribunes, beat them leverely, and forced them to fly. 

! The next day, the tribunes aflembled the people a-new, 

' and fummoned the confuls to appear before their tribunal, 

| to anfwer for what hacf happened the day before. The con- 
! fuls treated this fummons with fcorn: upon which the tri- 
i bunes complained to the fenate, and threatened to aflemble 
1 the tribes, and judge the confuls, if they did not appear to 
juftify their conduct. Romilius, on his fide, declared, that if 
the tribunal dared to proceed a ftep farther, he would arm 
the whole body of the patricians againfl them. The fenate, 
thinking it dangerous to declare for either fide, broke up, 
without coming to any refolution. The tribunes too dropt 
the profecution of this affair, but determined to propofeboth 
the Agrarian and the Terentian law; and a day was accord¬ 
ingly fixed for a new affembly to delibeiate thereon. 

The time appointed being come, and the people aflembled. The tri- 
IciHits made a long harangue on the reafonablenefs of the bunes re- 
Agrarian law ; and then declared, that any plebeian might new their 
fpcak his mind freely. Upon this, many of them pleaded the purfuit of 
right their fervices gave them to a fhare of the conquered the agra- 
lands, and made loud complaints of the patricians, who rian law. 
ufurped what the plebeians had gained with their blood. 

This was their common complaint, but none reprelented it 
m flronger terms than one Sicinius Dentatus. He was a ple¬ 
beian, about threefcore years of age, but in his full flrength 
and vigour, of an handfonie fliape and mein, and not unelo- 
quent for a man of his ftation. He enumerated his ex¬ 
ploits in war during forty years fervice; told the multitude, 
tint he had been in an hundred and twenty engagements ; 
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that he had received- forty-five wounds, all before ; twelve 
of them in that fingie adtion againft Herdonius the Sabine ; 
that, for the laft thirty years, he had been always in feme 
command or other; that fourteen civic crowns had been 
given him for faving the lives of fo many citizens ; three ru¬ 
ral crowns for having been the firft that mounted the breach 
in towns taken by ftorm ; eight other crowns for different 
exploits; eighty-three golden collars; fixtygolden bracelets; 
eighteen lances; twenty-five fets of furniture for horles, 

nine of which he had won from fo many enemies conquered 
fingie combat: “ And thefe military toys,” added be, 
are the on^ rewards I have hitherto received. No'lands, 
“ no fhare of the conquered countries; ufurpers, without 


in 

tc 


“ any title, but that of a patrician extraction, poffefs them. 
“ Is this to be endured ? Shall they alone enjoy the fruits 
of our conquefts ? the purchafe of our blood ? No, ple¬ 
beians, let us delay no longer to do ourfelves juftice. Let 
us this very day pafs the law propofed by Icilius. If th 
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u 
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iC young patricians oppofe it, let our tribunes make them 
<c feel what is the extent of their authority.** Icilius be¬ 
llowed the higheft encomiums on Dcntatus ; but, affedtingto 
appear a ftridt obferver of the laws, he told him, that he 
could not with juftice propofe the law, till he had heard 
what the patricians alledged againft it. He therefore ad¬ 
journed the alfembly to the next day. 

In the mean time, the confuls and chief of the fenators 
met, and came to a refolution, that if they could not evade 
the publication of the law by fair words, they would employ 
main force to hinder the coJledting of the votes. The pa¬ 
tricians, being informed of this, repaired to the forum early 
in the morning, and difperfed themfelves in fmal.1 parties 
among the multitude. The confuls being come, the tribunes 
caufed proclamation to be made by an herald, that whoever 
had any folid reafons to offer againft the publication of the 
Agrarian law, might lay them before the people. Several 
fenators attempted to fpeak, but the populace immediately 
fet up fuch a noife, that it was impoflible to hear them. The 
confuls protefted againft all that mould be done in fo tumul¬ 
tuous an affembly ; but the tribunes, without regarding their 
remonftrances, commanded the urns to be opened, and the 
tablets to be delivered out to the people, in order to vote. 
Upon this, the young patricians, ftarting up, fnatched away 
the urns, and fcattered about the tablets on which the votes 


were written; and, throwing themfelves, at the head of 
patricians their clients and friends, into the crowd, by blows and 
oppofe by main force hindered the people from dividing into their re- 
iorce. fpeciive tribes. The tribunes too were forced to retire, and 


Confuls 
tried by 
the peopl 


defer the promulgation of the law to another day 

1 he two confuls had no fooner reiigned the fafees to their 
fucceffors Sg. Target us and A. Arierius , but they were cited 
* e before the alfembly of the people; Retrains at the fuit of $i- 

cinitts, 
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c lnius t now one of the tribunes ; and Veturius at that of Alle- 
KUSj one of the eedilcs. They both appeared, depending ori 
the promifes the patricians had made them not to fuffer the 
votes to be gathered. But Sicinius took fuch meafures to pre¬ 
vent all difturbances, that they were both regularly tried for 
having offered violence to the tribunes, and diffurbed them 
in the execution of their office. Romzlius was fined in ten 
thoufand affes, and Veturius in fifteen thoufand *. 

The tribunes, finding they could not poffibly bring the 
confuls to hear of the Agrarian law, returned to the purfuit 
of the Terentian ; and the fenate, to put an end to contefts 
which muff, in time* have proved fatal to the flate, agreed 
to their demand, on condition that all the legiflators fhould 
be cholen out of the nobility. A decree was paffed accord- The 7 e~ 
ingly, and Sp. Po/ibumius , S. Sulpicius , and A. Manlius , were rentian 
appointed to go to Greece , and there colledf the bed law's and lavvpaiTes. 
inffitutions of the Greek cities, efpecially of Athens. The 
next year, P. Curiatius and Sextus Quintitins being confuls, 
a dreadful plague afffidted almoff all Italy, and iwept away 
prodigious numbers of citizens at Ro?ne. The year after, in 
the confulate of P. Sextus and T. Mencliiis , the deputies 
returned from Greece , and the people preffed the nomination 
of the ten commiffioners who were to fettle the laws : but 


various pretences were made ufe of to delay this affair, till Creation 
the enfuing confulate of Appius Claudius and V. Genucius , of the De- 
when the decemvirs were at length created ; and all of them cemvirs. 
were chofen out of the body of the nobility. 

This was almoff as remarkable a revolution in the govern- Year of 
ment of Rome , as that from kings to confuls. Nothing Rcmszqj. 
could be more gentle than the beginning of this joint reign, 
as we may ffyle it, of the decemvirs 4 They agreed among They 
themfelves, that only one of them, at a time, fhould have pleafe the 
the fafees, and the other confular ornaments, alfemble the people, 
fenate, confirm decrees, &c. To this honour they were to 
fucceed by turns, each enjoying it one whole day, and then 
refigning it to another. The reff, who were not in actual 
exercife of their office, affedted no diffinciion but that of 
guards, their habit differing very little from that of the other 
fenators. They repaired every morning, each in his turn, 
to their tribunal in the forum ; and there diffribuled juftice 
with fo much impartiality, that the people, charmed with 
their cortdudfc, feemed to have quite forgot their tribunes. 

Appius , that once fevere and inflexible magiffrate, was now 
all affability and cotnplaifance j and, from being the detefta- 
tion, became the idol of the people. 

Before the end of the year, each of the decemvirs pre- 
fented to the people that part of the laws which he had 
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The De- drawn up *. They were affifted by one Her moderns, a Greek , 

in undemanding the tranfeript brought from Athens. When 
the work was completed, the decemvirs affembled the people 
the ten and told them, that they had drawn up a body of laws accord- 
tables of ing to the beft of their fkill and judgment; that they hoped 
laws. they would be pleafed with them, and that they would prove 

beneficial to the republic and their lateft pofl-erity; but that, 
as a whole nation muft fee farther than any ten perfons, they 
defired them to confider and examine them among them- 
felves, and freely to offer whatever alterations or additions 
they fhould think proper, for that nothing they had done 
Ihould have the force of a law till it was received with uni- 
verfal confent. Accordingly, the laws were cut in ten 
tables of oak, and fixed up in the forum ; and all who came 
to ftart any difficulties about them, were well received, and 
readily heard. When all neceffary corre&ions and amend¬ 
ments had been made, the ten tables were carried before the 
fenate, who approved of them ; and the people being con¬ 
vened by centuries, they were unanimously confirmed, and 
then tranferibed on pillars of brafs, and ranged in order in 
the forum , as the foundation of judicial determinations, with 
regard both to public and private affairs f. 

As feveral eminent men in the republic were of opinion, 


The de- 


cemviral that fome regulations. 


fill 


govern¬ 
ment con- 


were neceffary to be added to the ten already made, both 
the fenate and people agreed to continue the decemviral go- 


tinued for vernment for one year more. 


The 


one year 


rate to get rid of the tribunes, and the people extremely de- 


Three 


reftoration 

pins, that late haughty enemy to the plebeians, now, all af¬ 
fability and complaifancc, courted the favour of the meaneft 
citizens. The patricians faw his views, and determined, if 
poffible, to difappoint him. Accordingly, when the time 
of the co?nitia, for the creation of the new decemvirs drew 
near, they appointed Appius to prefide in them: for it was 
the bufinefs of the prefident to propofe to the people the can¬ 
didates for offices; and it had never yet been known that 
any one had nominated himfelf. But Appius , contrary to 
all the rules of decency, propofed himfelf for the firft decem¬ 
vir; and the people, now entirely devoted to him, readily 
gave him their fuffrages. The other perfons he named, 


chofen at were all nien at his devotion; and among them, to the great 
the mo- furp. ize of the fenate, were three plebeians, who, though 
tion of abfolutely excluded from this fuperior magiftracy, both by 
jppi US ' their birth, and by their late exprefs agreement between 
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the patricians and the people, were, by a plurality of voices 
added to the number of the decemvirs 
Claudius now threw off the ma/k, and turned his thoughts 
wholly on making his domination perpetual. As he go¬ 
verned his collegues with an abfolute fway, he infpired them 
with his own fentiments, and eafily made them agree to be 
guided by them in every thing they fliould do. From that 
time, they appeared refcrved and myfterious, and had 
icarce any intercourfe but with thofe of their own bo¬ 
dy. This clofe confederacy alarmed the fenate. 
the ides of May came, and the new decemvirs made their 
firft appearance, the Romans were greatly furprifed to fee 
each decemvir appear in the forum , early in the morning, 
with twelve li&ors bearing axes among their fafces, like 
thofe that were antiently carried before the kings, and after¬ 
wards before the dictators ; fo that the forum was filled with 
an hundred and twenty Iidfors. The people now groaned 
under a rnoft defpotic tyranny. Thofe that could, retired 
into the country, hoping that the tempeft would ceafe with 
the annual power of the decemvirs*. 

The ides of May returned, when new magiftrates were to 'j\ v0 Rew 
be elc&ed. But the decemvirs, inftead of aflembling the ta y es 0 f 
people, propofed two new tables of laws, one relating to j aws ac jd~ 
religion, and the other to marriages, and the rights of huf- ec j t0 t h e 
bands. Thefe made up the famous twelve tallies, which 
the Romans preferved ever after as a facred depofit. The 
laft of thefe laws, forbidding patricians and plebeians to in¬ 
termarry, was an artful invention of the tyrants, to keep 
the two parties always divided, that they might reign with 
more fecurity. In the mean time, the ides of May patted, 
without a word of any comitia for an eleftion of new ma- 
giftrates. The tyrants then ftiewed themfelves barefaced, 
and, in fpite of both the fenate and people, retained their 
power, without any other title but pott'ettion and violence. 

Whoever offended them was proicribed, without mercy. 

The Sabines and Mqui , difdaining to live fubjedt to a city Invafion 
which had loft her own liberty, invaded the Roman territory, of the Sa- 
and advanced within a few miles of Rome. This alarmed bines and 
the decemvirs, who knew not how to raife an army among JEqui. 
a people diflatisfied with their government. They convened 

reprefented 

fifty of an immediate decree for levies. This was The de- 
abfolutely refufed by many of the moft eminent fenators, cemvirs 

the obtain a 


ten. 


the fenate, and Jppius , in a ftudied harangue, 
the neceflitv of an immediate decree for levies. 


till confuls fhould be chofen to head the troop 
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the enemy, whilft Appius and Oppius , another, decemvir, 
remained with two legions in the city, to keep in awe the 
Homellic enemy, which they feared moft of all. The fol- 
diers that took the field, purpofely fuftered the enemy to 
gain great advantages over them, and, at laft, feigning a 
ludden fright, difperfed in the night, and returned into the 
Roman territory. The di[content grew general among the 
troops, and they, as well as all the Romans , began to think 
in earneft of throwing oft the yoke, and refloring their 
country to its ancient liberty. An opportunity foon offered. 

While Appius , with his coilegue Oppius, remained at home 
to keep the city in awe, he faw, and fell in love with, a 


The fiery 

and^?r- young* virgin, the. daughter of L. Virginias , a man famous 

in the city for his probity, and in 
lour. 




th 


for his va- 


Her name was Virginia. 


governefs 


: army 

Her mother was dead, and 
her father, upon his departure for the war, had committed 
her to the care of an uncle. She was now marriageable, 
and Virginias had already promifed her to Ic'tlius , who had 
been tribune of the people, and was to marry her at the end 
of the campaign. The luftful decemvir tried to corrupt her 

but finding that impoffible, he applied to M. 
Claudius , one of his clients, an infamous wretch, fit for 
any villainous enterprize. This minifter of the tyrant's 
paifion, taking with him a band of wretches like himfelf, 
feized Virginia , declaring that fhc was the daughter of one 
of his flaves, and therefore belonged to him. The people 
refeued her : Claudius cited her to appear before the decem- 

and (lie, by the new laws, was obliged to follow him 

ApPius, who was alone upon the bench, 


v 1 r ; 
to the tribunal. 


< 5 iud 


*eoplc, fired with indignation, cried out, that Virginia’s re- 
ations ought firff to be heard. Appius , abfolute as he was, 
dared not refufe this. The firff that came was her uncle 
Nmnitorius , attended by a great number of his friends and 

Claudius renewed his claim, founded on a lie 

He pretended, that 
Virginia was horn in his houle, of a Have belonging to him ; 
that her mother had 


relations. 

concerted between him and the judge. 


Vh 
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given her to Nuinitoria , the wife of 
and that Nmnitoria had irnpofed the child upon 
her hufband, and made Virginia pars for his daughter. He 
added, that he would loon produce undeniable teftimonits 
of what he advanced ; that, in the mean time, it was but 
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her mailer, and that lie 


fecuritv to produce her again in court, when 

from the war. 


ouiti give 

Virginias, her pretended father, returned 
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his country in the camp, v/ouid i;ot fail to 
two davs, 
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dian of her honour. This 


was conformable to 


tm. v, .— ordained, - _—--£> -. — 7 

fore a definitive fentence, the plaintifffhould not difturb the 


defendant in his poffeflion. 


Appins artfullv 


eluded, by obferving, that in the prefent difpute there were 
two circumftances which altered the cafe. Hcre> faid he, 

father , the other as a ma- 



etended father were trefc 

pojl'ejfton : but , he being abfent , the perfon who 
claims her as his Jlave ought to be preferred to any other , provided 
he gives good fecurity to produce her again at the return of the per- 
b who is called her father. Having thus fpoken, he ordered 
Virginia to be put into Claudius's, hands. At that inflant. 


flie had 


and, breaking through the crowd, forced his way to the tri¬ 
bunal. to defend his dear Virginia. He clafped her in his 


arms, and, addrefiing himlelf to App 
nothing but death Jhall feparate me fro. 
der to the many crimes with which tho 
femble all thy lidiors , and tbofe of thy 


already polluted 


/f - 5 

Add my mur - 




laji 


Have you deprived us of 


bunes , only to fubjelt our wives and cur daughters to your brutijh 
luft ? Go on to excrcijc your rage upon our ejlctes and lives ; but 
fpare the chajlity of our virgins. If any attempt 
the honour of Virginia, I call the gods to witnefs 
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not go 


irginius 


that it fall 
able to do in the 


and Icilius among the people , when the one is to revenge. 
\ife of an injured wife , and the other of a dijhonoured daugh¬ 
ter. He was going on, when the li&ors were ordered to 
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Vir 
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cenfed to the utmoft, fell upon the officers of the decemvir, 
difperfed them, and obliged Claudius to take refuge under 
the tribunal. Appius , afraid of the confequenccs of this rage 
of the people, called his client to him, whifpered in his ear, 
and then, having caufed filence to be made, It is not , faid 


the intr 


***£) --- 

fury of the violent Icilius which makes me comply , 
vaties of Claudius my client . He is willing to give up 

his Jlave , and to commit her to the f 


g 



ft 


Appear t 
1 Jhall 


ap 


affiance from my collegues to put my decree in execution. When 
he had done fpeaking, Claudius defired that Icilius might give 
fecurity for producing Virginia the next day, which he did 
accordingly, all the people then prefent offering eagerly to 
be bound for him. Icilius and JSumitorius immediately dif- 
patched, the firft his brother, the fecond his fon, to bring 
Virginius from the camp. Appius , at the fame time, lent a 
courier with orders to the generals to put him under arreft ; 
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ghtitis, upon the firft notice of his daughter’s danger, had' 
left the army, and was fo fortunate as to efcape two parties 
which were fent, one from the camp, and the other from 
the city, to flop him. He appeared the next morning in the 
forum, leading his daughter, in deep mourning, attended 
by a great number of matrons of diltin&ion. He addrelfed 
himfelf to his fellow citizens as he pafled, and uttered his 
complaints ■with an air ot dignity, which feemed rather to 
demand than implore affidancc. Icilius too, broke into the 
throng, inveighed loudly againft Appms, and transfufed his 
own refentment into every bread:, Appms was greatly fur- 
prifed to hear that Virginias was in the forum . Full of rage 
he repaired thither ; and, though informed of the difpofition 
of the people, he afeended the tribunal, being furrounded 
by a numerous crowd of his dependents and creatures. 
Claudius fpoke the fird, renewed his claim, and produced 
the (lave he had fuborned to declare, th-'.t die was the mother 
of Virginia, and that {he had fold her to the wife of Virginius. 
Several ether witnedes, gained by great promifes of App'm 
and his client, appeared to atted the fame thing. 

The friends and relations of Virginius, to deftroy this im- 
podure, urged the little probability of Numitorw s impofing 
a child upon her hulband. He had married her when Ihe 
was very young, and was almod of the fame age with her. 
Virginia was born foon after their marriage. Where then, 
laid they, was the neceflity for fuch a fraud ? Befides, had 
Ihe proved barren, which there could not then be time to 
judge of, and had defigned to introduce a dranger into her 
family, v/hy fliould die have chofen the child of a Have, 
rather than of a free woman ? Why a girl, when die might 
as eaiily have had a boy ? To many other fuch arguments 
as tilde, Virginius added undeniable proofs, and brought 
fome of the mod confiderable women in Rome, who depoled, 
fome, that they had feen Numitoria when die was big with 
child } others, that they had aflided at her labour ; and 
fome, that they had feen her fuckle young Virginia, which 
fhc could not have done, had die been barren, as Claudius 


pretended. 

Appius, obferving that thele unanfwerable proofs made a 
great imprellion upon the multitude, interrupted the evi¬ 
dence, and, commanding filcnce, fignified that he himfclr 
had fomething to fay. Every one lidened with attention. 
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■per[oval "knowledge, 1 declare, both as judge and tuitnefs, that the 
pung woman belongs to Claudius ; and my fentence is, that jhe 
be delivered up to him , as his property. Virginius, provoked to 
the higheft degree at fo unjuft and cruel a fentence, was no 
longer mafter of himfelf. He trembled with rage, and, ac¬ 
companying his words with a threatening gefture. Infamous 
wretch, faid he, I never defigned my daughter for thee : I edu¬ 
cated her for a lawful hujband, and not to be a prey to a lufful 
ravi/her. J Mufl then brutal paffions amongjl us take the place of 
honourable marriages ? How the citizens here will bear with thefe 
things, l know not ; but I trujl the army will revenge my wrongs. 
At thefe words the people fet up a loud cry of indignation, 
if they were determined to oppofe the execution of Jppius's 
decree. But the decemvir, having firft caft his eyes on all 
fides, to obferve his ftrength, and fee how his friends were 
pofted, told the multitude, with a threatening voice, that 
he was not unacquainted with the plots that had been laid 
to caufe an infurre&ion ; but that he neither wanted power 
nor refolution to infli& exemplary punifhment on fuch as 
fhould offer to difturb the public peace. Let every one, there¬ 
fore, faid he, retire to his own houfe , and none prefume to give 
law to a fupreme magijlrate. As for you, Claudius, added he, 
feize your Jlave, ana snake ufe of my guard to difperfe the crowd. 
At thefe words, uttered with an imperious tone, the multi¬ 
tude gave back, and left Virginia ftanding by herfelf, an 
helplefs prey to injuftice. 

The unfortunate father, feeing there was no other reme¬ 
dy, drew near Appius, and, in a fuppliant manner, addreffcd 
him thus : Pardon, Appius, the unguarded words which have 
efcaped me in the firjl tranfports of grief, and allow me to aft, hi 
the young woman's prefence, feme quefions of hey nurfe, that I 
may carry home, at leaf, the comfort of being fet right in this 
matter. Appius granted his requeft, and Virginius, taking 
his daughter in his arms, and wiping her tears, drew near a 
fliop in the forum, fnatched up a knife that lay there, and, 
turning to Virginia, My dear daughter, faid he, this is the 
only way to fave thy liberty and thy honour. Go, Virginia, go 
to thy anccftors, whil/l thou art yet a free ivoman, pure and un¬ 
de fie cl. With thefe words he plunged the knife into her 
heart, and then drawing it out again, reeking with her 
blood, and turning to Appius, By this blood, cried he I devote 
thy head to the infernal gods. The decemvir immediately or¬ 
dered him to he feized ; but he, with the knife in his hand, 
made his way through the crowd, got out of the city, and, 
mounting his horl'e, took the road to the camp. Numiiorius 
and Icilius ftaid by the dead body, lhewing it to the people, 
and exhorting them to revenge. As for Appius, he feeined 
to have quite loft his reafon : inftead of endeavouring to 
pacify the multitude, he retired to his own houfe, and from 
thence fent his li&ors to feize Icilius, and bring away the 

corpfe of Virginia. But the people fell upon the li&iors, 
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broke their fafees, and' drove them out of the forum. Tho 


decemvir then came in perfon, backed by a chofen body of 
young patricians ; but Valerius and Horntius , thofe fworn 
enemies of the decemvirs, putting thcmfelves at the head 
of their friends and clients, obliged hint to ret ire. He then 

and pretending to aft the tribune 
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ran to the temple of VuL , 

demanded that Valerius and Hoi 


of the peopl 

be thrown 
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one of the plebeian decemvirs, was 


juft then coming to his afliftance ; but finding that the party 
of Valerius and Ho rati us was by far the ftrongeft, he judged 
it heft to convene the fenate. This quieted the multitude; 
for they hoped that the deccmvirate would by that means be 
abolifhed. But the fenators then in Rome being all fiiends 
to the decemvirs, only ordered the people to behave them- 
felves peaceably, and commiffioned fome young members of 
their body to go to the camp near mount Algidus , and pre* 
vent the iedition which Virginias might raife there*. 
Virginias They came too late : he had entered the camp, attended 
ftirs up by four hundred citizens, and holding the bloody knife in 


the army, his hand, related to 


4pp. 


againft his daughter’s honour and liberty, and" the cruel me¬ 
thod he had been forced to take to preferve her chaftity. 
They all allured him they would ftand by him in whatever 
he fhould undertake againft fo wicked a tyrant. The de¬ 
cemvirs who commanded the army being informed of Vir¬ 
ginia. H return, and the difpofttion of the foldiers, attempted 
which re- to feize the former, and appeafe the latter : but the foldiers, 
' oh.s rioin difregarding their commands, flew to their arms, fnatched 
their ge- up their colours, and took the way to Rome , which they 
n:rais,nnd reached towards evening, and entered without making the 
encamps ieaft diftttrhance. They marched quietly through the city 
<■:> mount to mount A-vevAinc , and there intrenched ihemfelves, dcd:.- 

ring, that they would not lay down their arms tii! the de- 
cemvirnto was aboliihcd, and the tiihuncfhip reilored. Ap- 
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tan tribunes. The army was defirous to have Virginias at Ten mi- 
the head of-them ; but he declined that honour. My daugh- litary tri- 
igr f a iJ he, is dead, and I have not yet revenged her death, bunes e- 

No kind of honour will become me^ till her manes are appeafed. lefted. 
Beftdes , what prudent or moderate counfcls can you expeft from 
tnc who am Co incenfed againjl the tyrants ? I fall be of more 
fa-vice to the common caufe , by aiding in it as a private man. 

In the mean time, the three legions fent againft the Sa- The two 
bines, being ftirred up by Numitorius and Icilius , abandoned Roman 
their generals, and having, after the example of the other armies 
army, chofen themfelves ten military tribunes, marched join, 
through the city, and joined the troops on the Aventine. 

The two armies, thus united, commiffioned their twenty 
tribunes to elect two out of their number, to be fupreme 
over all, and the choice fell upon M. Oppius and S. Mans- 
Hus. Valerius and Horatius were defired by the fenate to go 
to the revolted army ; but they protefted they would not 
ftir a ftep, fo long as the decemvirs were matters of the go- 

tired with delays, removed 

taeir camp to tne o acrea Mount , intrenched themfelves And re- 
thcre, and obferved the fame good difeipline as their ancef- ™ ove to 
tors had formerly done. In this decampment, they were the Sacred 
followed by Inch numbers of citizens, with their wives and Mount. 
children, that Rome was in a manner deferted. 

At length, the fenators refolved to abolifh the decemvirate, 
to reftore to the people their tribunes, and to the fenate its 
confuls. The decemvirs themfelves, finding they could hold 
their power no longer, offered to refign whenever the fenate 
fliould think fit to create new confuls ; only defiring, that The army 
they might not be facrificed to the hatred of their enemies, returns to 
Upon this, Valerius and Horatius repaired to the army, R ome% 
where they were received with inexprcfiible joy. Icilius , 
whom the army chofe for their fpeaker, after returning the 
deputies thanks for their conftant zeal in behalf of the peo¬ 
ple, demanded, in the name of all who had retired to the 
Sacred Mount , Firft, The re-eftablifhment of the tribunes 
of the people, with a right of appeal to them from the de- 
cifions of the confuls. Secondly, An amneffy for all who 
had left the camp without permifiion from their generals. 

Thirdly, That the decemvirs fhould be delivered into their 
hands to be burnt alive. Tour two firjl demands , replied the_ 
deputies, are agreeable to rcafon ; but the third is the effect of 
pajfon. Tou are offered a field ; do not pretend to take a fwofil 
too. The fenate hyis not yet declared you innocent , and will you 
already prefume to give laws to it ? The people, fatisfied that 
their interefts could not be in better hands than thofe of 
thole two fenators, impowered them to make what terms 
for them they fhould think fit. Horatius. and Valerius re¬ 
turned immediately to the fenate, with the people’s de¬ 
but omitted their threats againft the decemvirs, who 


mand ; 
hearing 
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confented to all that was afked j only Jppius Teemed unwil¬ 
ling to part with his' power*; 

A decree was palled, abolifiling the decernvirate, and re- 
ftoring the tribunes. The decemvirs, repairing to the fi. 
rum , there laid down their authority, to the great joy of 
the city*. The army then removed back to Mount Aven- 
the , and chofe themfelves ten tribunes, of which Virginia 
Icilius , and Numitorius were the fir ft named. An inter-rex 
was afterwards created, who held an affembly of the people 
by centuries, in which L. Valerius and M. Horatius v/ere 
raifed to the confulate. Thefe confuls, being very popular, 
got feveral laws palled, which gave the people a fuperiority 
over the fenate. Formerly, the decrees of the people, con¬ 
vened by tribes, obliged only the plebeians ; but now it 
was enacted, that all decrees made in the comitia by tribes, 
would have the force of laws, with relation to all citizens. 


- ” - -- - - - / — ^V41U| 

To maintain the tribunes in perpetual poffeffion of the right 
of judging caufes brought before them by appeal, it was 
likewife enacted. That, for the future, no magiftrate of 
any kind fhould be inverted with fucb authority as fhould 
preclude an appeal to an affembly of the people ; and that 
it fhould be lawful for any one to kill the man who .fhould 
attempt the creation of fuch a magiftrate. Another law 
was, that the decrees of the fenate fhould, for the future, 
be carried to the aediles, and kept in the temple of Ceres, 
This was done, left the fuececding confuls fhould fupprefs 
the decrees now made, and by that means render them 
ufelefs f. 

The republic having now refumed her ancient form, the 
tribunes refolved to profecute the decemvirs. They began 
with Jppius. Virginias , in quaiity of tribune of the people, 
declared himfelf his accufer ; and, without enumerating 
all his other crimes, infilled only on his having, contrary to 
law, refufed a maid of free condition her liberty, while the 
fuit was yet depending. 
from this breach of the lave 
hied to prifon. Jppius was fiicnt ; but when the officers of 
the tribunes offered to feizc him, he appealed to the peo¬ 
ple, and claimed the protection of the laws juft made in fa¬ 
vour of appeals. Virginias anfwercd, that dpjpius was the 
only perfon who ought not to enjoy the benefit of the laws, 
which he himfelf had violated in his decemvirate ; and that 
fuch a monfter ought, without mercy, to be carried to that 
prilon which he himfelf had built, and infolcntly named 


If yon do not injlantly clear ycurfclf 
’, fa id he, I iviU order you to he car- 
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with Appius, and, like him, thrown into prifon, where he 
died the fame day. The other eight decemvirs retired into Oppius 
voluntary banifhment, and their eftates were confifcated and meets 
fold for the benefit of the public. A general amnefty was with the 
then proclaimed, and the ftate enjoyed tranquillity at home fame fate* 
the remaining part of the year*. 

The two confuls took the field againft the Mqui, Volfd , The JE- 
and Sabines , who had pillaged the Roman territory during qui, Volfd, 
the late inteftine divilions. Valerius defeated the former, and Sa- 
and Horatius the latter. The fenate, jealous of their too lines de¬ 
great popularity, refufed them a triumph. But this oppofi- feated. 
tion ferved only to gain the people a new prerogative, that 
of decreeing triumphs ; for the confuls applied to them, 
and the tribune I cuius declared, in the name of the people 
of Rome , that the confuls ihould, in fpite of the fenate, 
have the honour of a triumph, which was thought fo legal 
a one, that it had a place in the Fajli Capitolini. 

The time for electing new magiftrates being come, Lartius 
Herminius and T. Virgmius were chofen confuls, and as fome 
difficulties had arifen about the ele&ion of tribunes, fome of 
the old ones wanting to continue themfelves in that poll be¬ 
yond the limited time, a law was pafled, ena&ing, That if 

| upon a day of election , the full number often tribunes could not 
be chofen , thofe who were cletted Jhould have power to name their 
collegues. Agreeable to this law, the new tribunes no fooner 
entered on their office, but they chofe their collegues, 
and among them, to the great furprife of all, S. Tarpeius 
and A. Mfernius , both patricians, old fenators, and even Two pa- 
confulars. This advantage, which the patricians now ob- tricians 
tained, of getting fome of their body into the tribuneftrip, chofen 
in order to counterbalance the power of the plebeian tri- tribunes, 
bunes, was foon afterwards defeated by another law, which 
L. Trebonius, one of the tribunes, procured to be palted, and 
which from him was called the Lex Trebonia , whereby it Lex Tre - 
was enadted, That whofoever Jhouldy for the future , hold the bonia . 
comitia for elefiing tribunes of the people , Jhould not dif?nifs the 
affembly till the number often tribunes was completed by the votes 

of the people. 

The following confulate of M. Geganius and C. Julius The JE- 
produced nothing remarkable. But the fucceeding confuls qui and 
T. Shiinfiius Capitolinus and Agrippa Furius , found the peo- Volfd de- 
ple highly exalperated againlt the nobility, and, upon the feated. 
news of thefe frefii domeftic broils, the Mqui and Volfd be¬ 
gan again to ravage the Roman territory, to the very gate of 
Rome. The confuls marched againft them, and gained a 
complete vidfory. An iniquitous judgment, which the Ro - 
man people obftinately gave in a caule referred to them by 
the inhabitants of Ardea and Aricia , relating to a tradf of 
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land to which they -both laid claim, tarnifhed the glory of 
the republic this year ; the Romans , on a frivolous pretence 
of its having formerly belonged to the city of Cor toll , and 
therefore now become their property, adjudged it to them- 

felves, inftead of giving it to either of the contending 
parties. 

In the following confulate of M. Gcnucius Augurius and 


contending 


C. Cm 


i the following confulate of M. Gcnucius Augurius and 
luriius Philo , the tribunes, ftill grafping at an increafe 


‘i of power, demanded, not only that the law by winch pa- 

C1 T? e tricians and plebeians were forbid to intermarry, fhould be 

J j con ' repealed, but likewife, that plebeians fhould be admitted 
Juiarpow- tQ t ^ c con f a j atc% Canulcius , the moll adtive of the tribunes, 

,. declared in the lenate, in the moll folemn manner, that he 
loon aoai- wou jj conftantly oppofe all levies of troops, let them bene- 

cated. ver p 0 j-nuefr vvanted, till thefe concefficns fhould be made 
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to the people. 


The confuls and patricians exclaimed loudly 
:w incroachments ; but the Ardeatcs , the 


again# thefe new incroachments ; 


techie 305. j£-, t [ lc Vclcriies , and the Volfci , invading the Roman ter- 
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e fame time, the fenate let the law concerning 
pafs, in hopes that might fatisfy the people. 


They were miftaken ; for the tribunes ftill infilled on being 
admitted to the confulfhip. This difpute would probably 
have been attended with fatal confequences, had not one of 
the fenators, to preferve the honour of the confular dignity, 
propofed a medium, which was agreed to by both fides. 
This was, that, inftead of confuls, a certain number of 
military tribunes fhould be chofen, partly out of the fenate, 
and partly from among the plebeians ; and that thefe new 
magiftrates fhould be inverted with confular power. A de¬ 
cree was immediately pafled for inis fourth revolution in the 
Roman government, and the comitia were held without de¬ 
lay. But when the people came to vote, they refufed to 
give their fuffrages to any but patricians ; fo that only three 
military tribunes were chofen, and thefe laid down their 
office three months after, on the late conful Curtius’s declaring, 
that the auguries proceeding it had been inaufpicious. An 
inter-rex was named, that the commonwealth might not re¬ 
main without an head. 7\ j-2 'uinclius , on whom this dig¬ 
nity was conferred, affembled the people, who agreed to 
re ft 01c the old form of government, and L. Paplrius Mm 
g'-llanus and L. Sempra ulus Atratinus were appointed confuls 
lor the remainin'*: part of the year*. Under the next con¬ 
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1 of government, and L. Paplrius Mm 
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forefeeing to what a pitch of power and grandeur this office 
Year of would afterwards arife, did not fo much as demand that 

cy. plebeians mould have any fhare in it. Paplrius ami 
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Sempronius , the confuls of the preceding year, were the firft 
cenfors ; this dignity being unanimoufly conferred upon 
them, to make amends for the fliort duration of their con- 

fulate*. 

In the confulate of Proculus Geganius and L. Menenius , a Sp. Mali* 
Roman knight, named Sp. Malius , daringly afpired to the lLS afpires 
fovereign power. A dreadful famine happening in Rome , to the (b- 
the people, to prevent the evil confequences of it, created, vereign 
with the confent of the fenate, an extraordinary magiftrate, power* 
with the title of fuperintendant of provifons . The perfon 
named to this office was one L. Minutius , an active and 
prudent man, who immediately fent his agents into the 
neighbouring countries to buy corn. But Sp. Matins, who 
was one of the richeft men in Rome, had already bought it 
all up, and diftributed it among the meaner people ; fo that 
his houfe quickly became the place of refuge for the poor* 
the idle, and thofe who had ruined themfelves by debauche¬ 


ry! 


Minutius was continued in his office under the new 


£>. Cin- 


confuls, T. Sjhtinftius Capitolinas and Agrippa Menenius , which 
laft found out, that Mtelius, under cover of this extraordi¬ 
nary liberality, held aflemblies at his houfe, and that great 
quantities of arms had been conveyed thither by night ; 
and, upon farther inquiry, he difeovered, that a confpiracy 
was carrying on to fubvert the prefent government and that 
Malius afpired to the fovereign power, Minutius immedi¬ 
ately gave an account of this to the fenate, who, following 
the advice of $>. Capitolinas, impowered him to name his 
brother ®hiinftius Cincinnatus dictator. Malius was cited to 
appear before this fupreme magiftrate, but refufed to obey 
the fummons, and attempted to make his efcape. A lift or 
was ordered to feize him ; but the populace refeued him, 
and he was very near getting away, when Servilius Ahala , 
the diftator’s general of the horfe, overtook him, and killed Maliut 
him on the fpot. The diftator then declared, that Malius 
had been juftly {lain, and ordered his houfe to be razed to 
the ground, and the corn found in it to be fold to the peo¬ 
ple at low rates. A ftatue was erefted to Menenius, as a 
reward of his vigilance. Three of the tribunes, provoked at 
the murder of Malius, made loud complaints in the aflem- 
bly of the people, and obftinately oppofed the eleftion of 


cinnatus 

diftator. 


new confuls ; fo that the patricians, to avoid a tumult, were 
forced to confcnt that military tribunes fhould be chofen 


Military 


for the next year. The people chofe three patricians, du- tribunes 
ring whofe adminiftration the city of Fidena revolted to the c “ofen 
Veientes, and murdered four ambafladors fent by the fenate a ~ new * 
to afk the reafon of their conduct. A war being unavoida¬ 
ble, it was thought more proper to chufe confuls than mili- 


*" Biv. 1 . Jv. c. 8, 9. Dion. Hal. 1 . xi 
t Liv. 1. iv. c. 13, 14. 
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tary tribunes for the next year. M. Geganius and L. Sergius 
were ele&ed. This laft. was fent againft the Veientcs, but 
had fo little fuccefs, that the fenate determined to remove 
him from the command of the army, and to create a dic¬ 
tator. 

The confuls named for that dignity Mamercus Mmilius, 
Mamercus who chofe young ghiindlius Cincinnatus for his general of the 
Mmilius horfe, and appointed Quinftius Capitolinus and M. Fabius 

Vibulanus , two great commanders, his lieutenant-generals. 
The new diftator foon came to an engagement with the uni¬ 
ted forces of the Falifci , Fidenotes, and Vdentes, and gave 

a total overthrow. Tolumnius, king of the Veientes, 
was flain in the battle by Cornelius CoJJiis, a legionary tri¬ 
bune, who ftripped him of his armour and royal robes, and 
carried thefe fpoils, called fpolia opima, on his fhoulders in 
Forney 12. the dilator’s triumph, and afterwards depofited them in the 

temple of Jupiter Feretrius, they being the fecond of the 
fort known in Rome. 

The Fidenates and Veientes renewed the war in the confu- 
taken by ] a te of Julius Julus and L. Virginias , when the Romans were 
the Ro- greatly diftrefled by a plague : but Servilius Prifcus, be- 
mans. jng created dictator, gave them battle near Nomentum , routed 

them, and took the city of Fidenee. The following year, 
Mamercus Mmilius was named to the di&atorftiip a fecond 
time, upon a report that all Hetruria was preparing for war; 
but thefe fears proving groundlefs, Mmilius refolved to do 
The cen-fomething remarkable at home, and therefore propofed the 
forfliip reducing of the cenforfllip from five years to eighteen 
Ihortened. months, which was agreed to, and pafled into a law. Mmi¬ 
lius then refigned his office of dictator. 

Military The tribunes of the people, by inveighing, as ufual againft 
tribunes the electing of confuls, got military tribunes chofen for the 
createdfor next year. However, the people raifed to that dignity only 
two years three patricians, during whofe adminiftration nothing re- 
fucceffive. markable happened at Rome , except a plague, which ceafed 
ly. in the following year, when the republic was a^ain governed 

by three military tribunes, all patricians. The rich ple¬ 
beians, vexed to lee that none but patricians were chofen to 
that magiftracy, though the law allowed three plebeians to 
Theufeof j- e e i c £ted, procured a law to be pafled, by which the can- 
white gar- didates for any office were forbidden to go about, as they 

Jne ^® had ufed to do, in white garments, to follicit the votes of 
prohibited t ] le people. As this drefs was ufed only by the nobility on 

thefe occafions, the plebeians hoped thereby, in fome mea- 
fure to extinguish a diftindiion highly difpleaiing to them. 
The patricians, to be even with them, refolved to endeavour 


to get confuls chofen for the next year. The formidable 
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Mento being promoted to that dignity. They were both fulfhip re¬ 
officers of great experience and courage ; but a mi funder- ftored.and 
landing arifmg between them, they were defeated by the the con- 
enemy near mount Algidus. Upon this, the fenate thought fuls de- 


neceffary 


rhe tribunes, who were feated by 

JEqui 


JIIU CulV/ vji ivii j niuiuiawi jl a vv uuu iu uun- 

A,It, returned with this declaration, that it was the pleafure 
of the tribunes, that the confuls fhould obey the fenate, or 
be led to prifon, if they perfifted in their difobedience. The 


Volk 


Julius Vopifc 


Pojihumius Tu- Pojlh 


and having defeated the enemy in a bloody battle, returned /zwconful 
in triumph to Rome, and laid down his office*. The next defeatsthe 
year, C. Papirius and L. Julius Vopifcus being confuls, a Mmi and 
truce was gtanted to the JEqui for eight years f. Nothing Volfci. 
remarkable happened at Rome this year, nor during the fuc- J 

i- r t . r t r% • f rr n r ° T 

s Lucretius . in 


Ahundlius and Cornelius Cod 


Hojl 


an extraordinary drought, which occafioned a famine, and 


Vcientcs 


plag 


obtained for eight years, renewed their incurfions, and ra¬ 
vaged the lands of the republic. The fenate, in the con- 
fulate of L. Papirius Mug i lan us and Servilius Ah ala, refolved 
topunifti them: but a diipute arifing between the people and The Ro 

A \ ^ a 1 ® 1 * ^ 1 * 1 A 1 


the fenate. 



declaring 


thofe mt *»s de¬ 


enemies of the republic efcaped this yearf. The next, the feated by 
tribunes infilled on having the government placed in the the Veien 
hands of military tribunes; and accordingly thefe four patri- tes, who 
cians were chofen; Ppuinttius Cincinnatus, C, Funies, M. PoJl- are over- 
humius , and A. Cornelius Cojlus . This laft ftaid at Rome , and the come by 
other three marched againft the Vdenies ; but, bv their not aft- Mamercus 


their camp. The people, upon the news of this defeal 
lifted on their being luperfeded by a diftator. This 


JEmilius 


Mmi 


Hus ,, who gained a complete viftory over the united forces 
of the enemy, and made himfelf mailer both of the city of 


The 


Vdentes t 


two years longer; during which the tribunes of the people 
had ilill the mortification to fee but patricians elefted. To 
difluade the people from giving this preference to the nobi¬ 
lity, fome or the moil eminent among the plebeians gave 


* Liv. 1 . iv. c. 26-29. 
t Liv. 1, iv. c. 30-34. 


f Id. ibid. c. 30-34 
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out, that if they could once be chofen, they would not fail 
to get the public lands divided among the poor citizens. 
This made no fmall impreffion upon the multitude : but the 
patricians, who were then in poffcffion of the military tri- 
bunefhip, to avoid the fliame of having plebeians for their 
fucceflors, agreed among themfelves to lead out of Rome thole 
who afpired to that dignity, under pretence of attacking the 
Volfci . In their ab fence, Appius^ Claudius , fon of the decem¬ 
vir, and one of the military tribunes, held an affembly f ot 

1 n • r- 1 1 rt • a. .* 1 „ 


Semp 


and C. Fa - 


The 


bins Vibulanus were chofen ||. 

had fcarce entered upon their office, 
when the Volfci took the field with a numerous army. Sent- 
pronius , a man of greater courage than conduct, was fent 
againft them; but he, defpifing an enemy the Romans had fo 
often vanquifhed, and attacking them with his infantry 
alone, was furrounded on all fides, and would have been cut 
off, with all his men, if one Tempanius , an old officer of the 
horfe, had not taken upon him the command of the cavalry. 
This brave officer, obferving the danger the legions were in, 
leaped from his horfe, and, addreffing himfelf to his compa¬ 
nions, “ Follow my lance,” faid he, ic as if it were a ftand- 
<6 ard; and let us mew the enemy that we can fight on foot 
<c as well as on horfeback.” At thefe words, the whole 


I 


and. lUllUWUl^ lilt. 11 JCtLUU, ICU 

. The Volfcian com- 
is attack, ordered his 
troops to open their ranks, and give paffage to Tempanius 
and his men, and then to dole again, in order to feparate 
them from the reft of the Roman army. Tempanius , thus cut 
off, did his utmoft to force his way back; but finding that 
impoffible, he retired to an eminence, and there, drawing 
up his men in a circle, defended himfelf with incredible bra¬ 
very, till night coming on, put an end to the conflid. He 
expected that the attack would be renewed the next morn¬ 
ing, and accordingly exhorted his men to die like Romans: 
but he was greatly furprifed when, at break of day, he 

Both the Romans and 


and, equally afraid to 

I • « « * • 


could neither fee friends nor enemies, 
the Voljcians had fought till night; 

renew the fight the next morning, had quitted their camps, 
and retreated, to what place Tanparius could not tell, 
therefore, taking up the wounded Romans , marched ftrait to 
Rome, where he found the people actually aflembled ; fonc 
runaways, who got to the city before him, having given out, 
that the conful was defeated, and the whole body of cavalry 
cut in pieces. 

favourable opportunity to humble a conlul, cited Setup nonius. 


rhe tribunes cf the people, thinking this a 
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as foon as the year of his confulate was expired, to anfwer Semproni- 
for his conduct in the late battle. 'Tetnpanius , who, with us cited to 
three other officers of the horfe, had been chofen tribune of anfwer for 
the people, in reward of their fervices, generoufly made his con- 
themfelves his advocates, and faved him for the prefent, dutt. 
though he was tried again fome time after, and condemned 
in a fine. _ 

The tribunes of the people for the next year were of fo 
moderate a difpofition, that Rome returned to her antient 
form of government; and < T. Spuiuftius Capitolinas, and Nu- 
merius Fabius were elected confuls without any difturbance. 

The peace which continued this year, gave the new tri- Dilputes 
bunes an opportunity of raifing difturbances about the quae- about the 
ftorfhip. Hitherto there had been only two quaeftors, and quaffior- 
thofe chofen annually from among the patricians. Their fhip. 
office was, to collect the taxes, pay the expences of the war, 
and keep exadt accounts of the public money, for which 
they were anfwerable. To this time they had never ftirred 
out of Rome. The confuls therefore propofed, that two 
new quseftors fhould be added, to attend the generals in the 
field; to take an account of the foods j fell the booty j and* 
above all, provide for the fubfiftence of the army. The 
people agreed to it; but when it was going to be pafled 
into a law, their tribunes infilled abfolutely, that two of the 
four quaeftors fhould always indifpenfably be plebeians. The 
fenate was willing that, in the ele&ion of cjuaeftors, as iri 
that of military tribunes, the people fhould, if they thought 
fit, chufe as many plebeians as patricians: but this was re¬ 
jected; and the tribunes, by way of revenge, protefted 
againft holding the comitia for electing confuls; and infilled 
on having military tribunes for the next year. The difputd 
ran fo high, that both Tides, to put an end to it, agreed to 
name an inter-rex. The fenate chofe for that office L. Pa- 
pirius Mugellanus , who, by foft perfuafions, brought the con¬ 
tending parties to this compromife; that the fenate fhould 
luffer the people to chufe military tribunes inllead of con¬ 
fuls ; and, that the tribunes of the people fhould allow the 
tribes to bellow the quaeftorfhip on patricians or plebeians, 
as they pleafed. Notwithliariding all the cabals and feditious 
harangues of the tribunes of the people, not only the mili¬ 
tary tribunes, but the quaeftors too, were chofen out of the 
patricians only, though one of the tribunes had propofed his 
brother, and the other his fon. 

The next year, when the republic was governed by three 
military tribunes only, M. Papirius , C. Servians , and L. 

Sergius, Labi cum, a city of Latum, .about fifteen miles di¬ 
stant from Rome , revolted, and entered into an alliance 
wuh the JEqui ; who, after having pillaged the territory of 
lufcithun , encamped at the foot of Mount Algidus. Two of 
tne military tribunes took the field, and, for want of har- 

Vgl. 1 V. K. mony 
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The Ro- mony between themfejves, were entirely defeated. Here*. 
mans de- upon the fenate ordered a dictator to be created ; and C. 
feated by Servilius , who had with difficulty been prevailed upon to ftay 
the JEqui , at home to guard the city, nominated his father, Servt- 
who are Hus, who appointed him his general of the horfe. The fa- 
conquered ther and fon put themfelves at the head of a new army, with 
by %KSer- which they routed the enemy, retook Labicum, and returned 
vilius. to Rome eight days after they had left it, when Jg. Servilius 

laid down his office^. 

Year of Though frequent difputes arofe at home about the ele&ing 
Rome xx 7. of tribunes and quxftors, the republic enjoyed peace abroad 

JJ/ ^ /mi z> r* ./* _ i 


years ; till, C. 'Julius Julus 


Volf 


Colli 


The 


the war; and, having engaged fame of the new allies of the 

republic to join them, encamped near Antium. 

apprehending the republic to be in great danger, ordered a 
dictator to be nominated ; but as the three military tribunes 
had drawn lots for the command of the army, which had 
fallen to Julius and Cornelius, thofe two generals, offended 
at the diftruft the fathers had (hewed of their conduit, re- 
fufed to name a dictator. The fenate then defired the tri¬ 
bunes of the people to interpofe their authority : but this 
they refufed with a fcornful anfwer. Upon this, C. Servilius , 
the third military tribune, boldly took upon him to ait alone, 
and to name a diitator. The perfon he railed to that high 
(tation, was P. Cornelius Rutilus, who appointed him to be 
general of the horfe. The diitator took the fit 
complete viitory over the Volfci , and, returning to Rome, laid 
down his high office. The military tribunes then returned to 

their functions. 

The truce with the Veienics being now expired, the Ro¬ 
mans fent feciales, heralds, to demand fatisfaition for the in¬ 
juries they had formerly done to the republic : but the/m- 
alcs meeting envoys on the road from Veit, at their requeft 
proceeded no farther. Thefe envoys, being admitted to 
the fenate, reprefented, that their city, being at prefent di- 
(lurbed by domeftic broils, was not in a condition to give 
tiie Romans fat is faction. I hefe diflentions gave the Romans 


* * 

ft 


Gcncro- 


a 


favoui 


-able opportunity of falling upon their old enemies; 
but they had too much generofity, as Livy obferves, to take 
iky of die advantage of the misfort unes of a rival ftate; and therefore 

i ungrateful Vdenies , 


R.omai:s 


did not difturb them this ycarf. Th 


anu a- 
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t!ie 


very next year, infulted the Roman ambaffadors, and 
titude of Jj-oyc them out of their city with contempt ; upon which 

the Veien- the fenators ordered a declaration of war again ft them to be 

of the 


tcs. 



immediately propofed to the people : but the trib 
people, reviving the old affair of the Agrarian law, oppofed 
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the levies. However, it was agreed that three of the mi¬ 
litary tribunes fhould lead an army againft the Volfci ; who, 
at the approach of the legions, fled, and left their country 
open to be pillaged. Hereupon the Romdh generals, having 
divided their army into three bodies, made incurfions into it 
on three different frdes. Fabius , one of the military tribunes, 
laid flege to Anxur , and, having taken it by ftorm, divided 
the fpoil equally among the foldiers of the three armies. 

This piece of generoiity paved the way for a reconciliation 
between the nobility and people, which was entirely com¬ 
pleted by a decree of the fenate, that, for the future, the Ro¬ 
man infantry fhould be maintained in the field at the public 

expence %. 

Hitherto all the citizens had been obliged to ferve in war 
at their own expence ; which was a heavy burthen upon the 
poorer plebeians, and frequently ruined their families. The 
fenate, pitying their condition, and refledfing on the many 
diforders which were occafioned by their refuling to lift them- 
felves, even for the moft neceffary war, of tneir own ac¬ 
cord decreed, that the foot'fhould have pay out of the public The Ro- 
money; and that, to provide for this expence, a new tax ma n in- 
fhould be raifed, from which no citizen whatfoever fhould fantry be- 
be exempt *§. Upon the firft news of this decree, the peo- gi n to re- 
pie, tranfported with joy, flocked to the fenate-houfe, kiffed ceive pays 
the fenators hands, calling them the true fathers of the peo- year of 
pie, and protefting that they would fhed the laft drop of their Rome^oi 
blood for their country, which they now looked upon as a 
tender mother. But the tribunes of the people, not liking 
this union of the two orders, which traverfed their defigns, 
endeavoured to lefi'en the value of the favour, by infinuating 
to the people, that this pay was to come out of their own 
pockets; that it was not juft to make thofe citizens who had 
completed their time of fervice at their own charge, contri¬ 
bute to the fupport of the new foldiers ; that they would pro¬ 
tein all thofe who fhould refufe to pay the tax. &c. How¬ 
ever, as the fenators began by laying great fums on them- 
felves, which they paid readily, according to the real value 
of their eftates, the common people followed their example* 
without fhewing the leaft uneafuiefs $. 


t Ibid. 

* We know not what pay was given at this time to each foldierj 
but in Polybius’s time, that is, in the fecond Carthaginian war, a 
foot foldier was allowed two obeli a day; a centurion, four; anff 
an horfeman, fix. Two oboli were about the third part of an At¬ 
tic drachma., which was about feven pence three farthings of our 
money, 

§ Liv. 1 . iv. c. 48, 49. J Ibid. Zonar. l.vii. Plin, 

1 > xxiii. c. 3. 
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And now the fenate, finding themfelyes in a condition ftf 
inaintain an army abroad, as long as they pleafed, began to 
form great defigns. They refolved to begin with Veti , one 
of the ftrongefi places of Italy , whofe territory was larger 
than that of Rome. The people were affembled; all voted 
for a war; and chofe, for the firft time, fix military tribunes, 
ail patricians; fome of whom v ftaid at home, wnilft others 
took the field againft the Vclentes , who, declining a battle. 
The Ro- fliut themfelves up in their city. The Romans invtfted it; 
mans in- but there was little a&ion this year, and lefs the following, 
veil Veil, when the army was divided into two bodies ; one of which 

continued before Veii, and the other marched againft the 
Volfci, defeated them, took and razed the city of Artend , and 
then rejoined the forces before Veit. It is thought to have 
been at this liege that the Romans firft invented lines of cir- 
cumvallution and contravallution ; at leaft, this is the firft 
time we find them mentioned in hiftory. They fortified their 
camp, both on the fide of the city they invefted, to prevent 
{allies ; and on the fide of the country, to guard themfelves 
againfi: any fuccours which the Hetrurians might fend to the 
befieged. The military tribunes, confidering likewife, that 
Vcii could not be taken, but after a long fiege, and then not 
fo much by force as by famine, refolved t© keep the army in 
the field all the winter, and then to block up the city as 
clofely as they could. The befieged, in a fally, furprifed the 
Romans , flew a great number of them, fet fire to their ma¬ 
chines, and ruined, in a few hours, the work of many days. 
This misfortune, inftead of dilheartening the Romans, gave 
them frefti courage. Such of the citizens as were rich 
enough to be placed in the firft clafs among the knights, but 
had not yet received horfes from the republic, (which cere¬ 
mony was neceffary to make a man a knight) went in a body 
to the fenate, and offered to mount themfelves at their own 
expence, and ferve at the fiege of Veii. The offer was ac¬ 
cepted ; and the people, following the example of the new 
knights, declared themfelves ready to ferve, and fupply the 
places of the foldiers who had been killed. The fenate or¬ 
dered the fame pay to be given to the volunteers as to the 
The ca- reft of the army; and decreed at the fame time, that, for the 
valry re- future, the cavalry likewife fhould receive pay out of the 
ceive pay. public treafury*. 

L. Virginius , and JlAanius Sergius , two of the fix military 
tribunes for the next year, continued the fiege of Veii. Thefe 
two generals difagreeing, each of them had a body of troops 
under his command, as if it had been a feparate army. Ser¬ 
gius commanded the attack, and Virginias covered the fiege. 
While the army was thus divided, tne Falifci and Capenatei 
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/ell upon Sergius ; and at the fame time the befieged, Tally¬ 
ing out, attacked him on the other fide. The Romans , think¬ 
ing they had all the forces of Hetruria to deal with, gave 
way. Virginius could have faved his collegue’s troops, for 
his forces were ranged in order of battle at a fmall difrance ; 
but Sergius was too proud to fend to him for fuccour, and 
Virginius refolved not to fend him any unlefs he a Iked it. 

Thus the public good was facrificed to a private pique. The The Ro- 
enemy made a dreadful (laughter of the Ro?nans in their lines; mans rout- 
but Sergius himfelf efcaping fled to Rome ; not fo much to e d before 
juftify his own condudt as to complain of that of his col- Veii. 
legue. Virginius was recalled; and both commanders, being 
ordered to give an account of their condu& to the fenate, 
inveighed bitterly againfl: each other. To quiet the matter, 
a decree was made, that all the military tribunes of that year 
fhould refign, and the people immediately proceed to a new 
ele£tion. Thefe new magiftrates wqre ordered to begin again 
the fiege of Veil. Sergius and Virginius , the two generals 
of the laft year, were cited before the people, and condem¬ 
ned in a great fine for their mifcondudf. 

The tribunes of the people renewed their domeftic broils, 
and propofed two laws ; the firfl: requiring a partition of the 
lands, as formerly; the fecond exempting the people from 
any more contributions towards the pay of the troops. But 
thefe difturbances were quieted by chufing P. Licinius Calvus, A plebci- 
a plebeian, into the military tribunefihip. Licinius , though an chofen 
a plebeian, was an old fenator; for, fome time fince, the military 
confiderable plebeians had begun to be admitted into the fe- tribune, 
nate. The tribunes of the people were fo much rejoiced to 
fee a plebeian raifed to the fupreme magiftracy, that they 
dropped their oppofition to the tax. The next year, five Five ple- 
plebeian military tribunes were eledled, and only one patri- beian mi-r 
cian. They carried on the fiege of Veil with great vigour, litary tri- 
and entirely defeated the confederate forces of the Falifci banes, 
and Capenates. The year after, the military tribunefhip was 
reftored to the patrician order. They were fucceeded by 
other patricians, and thefe again by lix plebeians; two of 
which, Atinius and Genucius , marched with l'ome troops to 
oppofe a great body of Hetrurians , who were coming to at¬ 
tack the Roman intrenchments before Feu : but, falling into 
an ambuih, Genucius was killed, and his collegue driven out The Ro~ 
°f the field. The news of this defeat fo terrified the fenate, mansoxer- 
that they had recourfe, as ufual in fuch cafes, to a didfator. come by 
M. Fur ins Camillas was raifed to that fupreme dignity. He the Hetm- 
.named P. Cornelius Scipio for general of the horfe, and ordered rians . 
new troops to be raifed. He foon came to a battle with the M. Furius 
united forces of thc Falifci , Capenates , and Hetrurians ; de- Camillas , 
feated them entirely, fat down before Veii, and pufhed on dictator, 
the fiege with great vigour. Defpairing to carry by afiault a defeats the 
place which had a whole army for its garrifon, and which Faii’ci , 
fiill defended itfelf as obftinate as ever, he had recourfe to 
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mines and Tapping. A paflage under ground was opened to 
the very caftle. Camillus , then pretty lure of fucceeding, 
Tent to the Tenate, to know how they would have the fpoils 
of the city difpofed of. The fenatc aftembled, and decreed, 
that they fhould be divided between the army and thofe ci¬ 
tizens who fhould be in the camp when the town was taken. 
Accordingly numbers flocked thither, well armed, and 
joined the dictator’s troops in the attack. Part of the army 
fealed the walls, while the Toldiers in the mines fallied out 
within the city, pofl'efted themfelves of the caftle, broke 
down the gates, and let in the Reman army, d hus was the 
Fe };taken rich city of Veil taken, like a tecond Traj, after a fiege of 
after ten ten years. The booty was divided among the loldiers ; but 
years flege the prifoners of free condition were fold to the be ft bidder, 
Year oi and the money arifmg from thence put into the public trea- 
Rome 549. fury. Though this was the only part of the fpoil from 

which the public reaped any benefit, the people murmured 
at it, and inveiehed both againft the Tenate and the die- 

/ u Q 

tator. 


Camillus 

htmeges 

Fahrii, 


Some fingiiiarit’es in the pomp of Camillas 's triumph in- 
creafed the difpleafure of the multitude. He entered the city 
in a ftately chariot, drawn by four milk-white horfes, and 
coloured his face with vermilion. White horfes, fince the 
expulfion of the kings, had been allowed only to Jupiter and 
the Sun ; and the ftatues of the gods were commonly painted 
with vermilion. What ftill more incenfed the people againft 
him, was his demanding back from them a tenth part of 
the fpoil of Veii-, to difeharge a vow he had made to Jpolk 
juft before the aflault, and afterwards forgot. 

The fix military tribunes for the following year propofed, 
that half of the fenators, knights, and people of Roan', 
mould remove to Fell , and fettle there: but this motion was 
rejected, chiefly thro’ the oppofition of Camillus , left two fuch 
cities fhould by degrees become different ftates, which, after 
a deftruttive war with each oilier, would at length tall a prey 
to their common enemies. 

Camillus was chofcn one of the fix military tribunes for the 

and the conduct of the war againft the Falifci 

1 his care. lie bcficgcd Faille /, their capi- 

f | ■ • t t • * | 


next year, 
was committed to 


tal city, and furrounded it with lines ; but at fo great a dif- 



dren to the care of one man, who was to inftruct them in 
the fcvcral branches of polite literature; to take them out a 
walking with him, and fee them perform the exerciles proper 

The prefent fchoolmafter proved a traitor. 


for their age. 


He at firft led the youths only along the walls; then carried 
them a little farther; and, at length, when a favourable op¬ 
portunity offered, he led them through the guards of the 

to the w ncrai s tent. As they were 
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children of the beft families in the place, their treacherous 
leader, when he came into Ccontllus s prefence, addrefied him 
thus : JVith thefe children I deliver the place you beftege into your 
hands: they were committed to my care and tuition ; but I prefer 
the friendjhip of Rome to my employment at Falerii. Camillas , 
ftruck with horror at the treachery, ordered his lidfors to 
ftrip the traitor, to tie his hands behind him, and furnifh the 
youths with rods to whip him back again into the city. The 
Falifci , who, but juft before, had protefted, that they would The Fali- 
rather undergo the fate of the Veicntes , than fubmit to Rome ; fa fubmit 
won by this generous a&ion, immediately fent a deputation to Rome. 
to Camillas , to treat of a furrender. Camillas referred them 
to the fen ate; and the fenate left to him the terms of the 
peace that was to be made with the Falifci , not as a con¬ 
quered people, but as a nation which voluntarily fubmitted 
to the dominion of the republic. He therefore entered into 
an alliance with them, and demanded only the expences of 
the prefent campaign. He then led back his army to Rome , 
where his fokliers increafed the number of his enemies, dis¬ 
appointed in their hopes of Sharing the plunder of Falerii*. 

While the republic profpered abroad, new difturbances 
were raifed at home. When the time came for ele£ling tri¬ 
bunes 8f the people, the multitude was for continuing thofe 
who had propofed the law for going to Veil ; and the patri¬ 
cians were for re-ele£iing thofe who had oppofed it. The 
former prevailed; and the' patricians, in revenge, reftored the 
confular government. L. Lucretius Flavus, and Severus Sul- 
pitius Camemius , were chofen confuls. The dilpute about 
removing half of the people and the fenate to Vcii was re¬ 
newed with great warmth. Two of the laft year’s tribunes 
of the people, who had oppofed it, were cited to appear be¬ 
fore the tribes, and fined ten thoufand affes of brafs. The 
whole fenate was offended at this fentence, but efpecially 
Camillus , who advifed the con Script fathers to appear in the 
comitium , when the tribes aflembled to determine the affair, 
as men prepared to defend their temples, their houfliold 
gods, and their country. They did fo ; and, by dint of 
prayers and intreaties, prevailed to have the law rejected, 
though it was only by a majority of one tribe. The fenate 
was now fo well pleafed with the people, that, the very next Cor.fuls 
morning, a decree was palled, affigning fix acres of the created 
lands of not only to every father of a family, but to inftead of 
every Single perfon of free condition. On the other hand, military 
the people, delighted with this liberality, made no oppofition tribunes, 
to the election of confuls. L. Valerius Potitus , and M. Man¬ 
lius Capitolinas , were raifed to the confulate : but before the 
expiration of this year, being feized with a contagious dif- 


* Plut. in Canfillo. Liv. l.v, c. 26, 27. 
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temper which then fpjrevailed, the fuperflitious multitude, 
imagining they had been inaufpicioufly chofen, they refigned 
their office by order of the fenate *. 

An inter-regnum for a few days followed this refignation, 
Military and after that fix military tribunes were again elected. By 

a cenfus taken this year, it appeared, that the number of ci¬ 
tizens, able to bear arms, amounted to one hundred and 
fifty-two thoufand, five hundred, and eighty-three f. No 
wonder, therefore, that numerous armies were often raifed 
within the city only. The troops, iince their receiving pay, 
were more obedient than formerly to their commanders, who 
kept them in the field fummer and winter. They had never 
had a more gallant or experienced commander than Camillus. 
The frontiers of the republic were now extended above fixty 
miles beyond the Tiber ; and the people feemed to be in a 
fettled tranquility, and perfectly reconciled to the fenate. 
But this unufual profperity was interrupted by the Gauls: 
a memorable event which almoft ruined the Rotnan nation. 
The occafion of it was this : 

Arur.x , one of the chief men of Clujium in Hetruria , had 
been guardian to a young lord of that country, who. fell in 
love with his guardian’s wife, and carried her ai 


away. Ar 


applied to the Hetrurians for redrefs, and on their refufing 
to do him juffice, he had recourfe to the Scnones , a nation 
of Gauls , and invited them into Italy. The Gauls readily, 
agreed to this propofal. A numerous army was immediately 
formed, which palled the Alps , fell upon Umbria, • and pol- 
feffed themfelves of all the country from Ravenna to P iceman, 
Clujium and at length laid fiege to Clujium, The Romans, at other 
befieged times fo very jealous and watchful of every motion of their 
by the neighbours, feem now to have been under no apprehenfion 
Gauls. of danger from the Gauls, notwithstanding their daily pro- 

grefs. So far from it, that they fuffered the great Camillus , 
to be accufed by one of the tribunes of the people, of having 
applied to his own ufe a brafs door brought from Veil. Ca- 
C ami Hus niillus, fired with indignation at this treatment, banifhed 
banilhes himfelf from Ro?ne%. He was no fooner gone than envoys 
himfelf. arrived from Clujium, to implore the affiftance of the republic 

againft the Gauls. The fenate, unwilling to quarrel with a 
The Ro- people who had never offended them, lent a deputation of 
mans fend three young patricians, all brothers, and of the Fabian fii-r 
deputies mily, to bring about an accommodation between the two 
to the nations. Being conducted to Brennus, the leader of the 
Gauls. Gauls , they offered the mediation of Rome, and afked what 

injury the Clujini had done him, or what pretenfions any 
people from a remote country could have upon Hetruria. 
Brennus proudly anfv/ered, shut bis right lay in his fivord ’, 
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and that all things belonged to the brave . The Fabli were highly 
provoked at this haughty anfwer; but, diffembling their re- 
ientment, they defired leave to go into the town, under pre¬ 
tence of conferring with the magiftrates. They were no 
fooner there than, forgetting their character, they fpirited 
up the inhabitants to a vigorous defence, and even put them- 
fclves at the head of the befieged in a Tally, in which jg. 

FabiuSy the chief of the amballadors, flew, with his own 
hands, one of the principal officers of the Gauls. Hereupon 
Brcnnnsy calling the gods to witnefs the perfidioufnefs of the 
Rowans , immediately broke up the fiege of Clttftum y and 
marched leifurely to Rome , having fent an herajjjrbefore him 
to demand, that thofe ambaffadors, who had vp manifestly 
violated the law of nations, fhould be delivered^up to him. 

The affair was laid before the fenate. The wifeft and moft 
prudent thought the demand juft and reafonable ; but as it 
concerned perfons of great confequence, they referred it to 
an affcmbly of the people, who, inftead of condemning the 
three brothers, raifed them to the dignity of military tribunes 
at the very next election. Brennus , looking upon this as a 
high affront, haftened his march to Rome *. 

The fix military tribunes marched out of Rome at the The Ro- 
head of forty thoufand men, and advanced boldly againft mans j e _ 
the Gaulsy who were feventy thoufand ftrong. The two f ea ted by 
enemies met near the liver Alii a, about fxxty furlongs from t h e Gauls. 
Rome. • The victory was decifive in favour of the Gauls , and 
the Rotnansy in the utmoft diforder, inftead of returning to 
Rome, fled to Veil. The next day, Brennus marched his 
troops into the neighbourhood of Rome , and encamped on 
the banks of the Amo. There his fcouts brought him word, 
that the gates of the city lay open, and tnat not one Roman 
was to be feen on the ramparts. Brennus , not able to con¬ 
ceive the meaning of this, and fufpedting fome ambufcade, 
advanced, very flowly, which gave the Romans an opportu¬ 
nity to throw into the capitol all the men that were fit to 
bear arms. The old men, women, and children, feeing the 
city quite defencelefs, fled to the neighbouring towns. Rome a- 
Amidft this general confufion, about fourfcore of the moft bandoned 
illuftrious and venerable old men, rather than fly from their by its in¬ 
native country, chofe to devote themfelves to death by a habitants, 
vow, which Fabius , the high pontiff, pronounced in their 
names. The Romans believed, that by thefe voluntary dc- 
votements to the infernal gods, diforder and confufion was 
brought among the enemy. To complete their facrifice 
with a folcmnity becoming the magnanimity of the Romans , 
they dreffed themfelves in their pontifical, confular, and 
triumphal robes, according to their feveral ranks and fta- 
iions, and repairing to the forum , feated themfelves there in 
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their curule chairs,-expecting the enemy and death with 
the greateft eonftancy *. 

Brcnnus At length, Brennus entered the city, the gates of which he 

enters found open, the walls without defence, and the houfes 
Rome. without inhabitants. Rome appeared to him like a mere de- 

fert ; and this folitude increased his perplexity. The walls 
of the citadel were the only place where he could fee anv 
armed men. Having fecured all the avenues to the capitol 
with ftrong bodies of guards, he gave the reft of his foldicrs 
leave to dil'perfe thcmfelves all over the city, 'in plunder it, 
He then advanced into the forum at the head r.f his troop?, 
and was ftruck with admiration at the unexpected fight of 
the venerable old men, who had devoted themfelves to 


Rome 
burnt by 
the Gauls. 

Year of 

R o:ne 36 ,'. 


death. The magnificence of their habits, the majefty of 
their countenances, the filence they kept, their mod city and 
conftancy at the approach of the troops, ftruck the Gauls 
with fuch an awful reverence, that they almoft: took them 
for gods, and feemed afraid to advance. At length, one of 
the foldiers ventured to touch the beard of M. Papirius. 
The venerable old man, not ufed to fuch familiarity, gave 
him a blow on the head with his ivory ftaft'. The foidier, 
in revenge, immediately killed him ; and the others, follow¬ 
ing his example, fiaughtered all the reft of thefe venerable 
Romans f. This feemed the fignal for a general havock. 
The Gauls now broke open every place, dragged out all [he 
Romans they met with, and, without diftinction of age or 
lex, put them to the fword. Brcnnus then inverted the ca¬ 
pitol, but being repuifed with great lols, to be revenged of 
the Romans for their rcfiftance, he ordered the city to be 
burnt, the temples and edifices to be deftroyed, and the 
walls to be razed to the ground. Thus was the famous city 
of Rome entirely deftroyed : nothing was to be feen in the 
place where it /food, but a few little hills covered with ruins, 
and a wide wafte, in which the Gauls "who inverted the ca¬ 
pitol were encamped. Brennus , finding that place impreg¬ 
nable by force, turned the fiegs into a blockade. In the 
mean time, his army being diftrefted for want of provifions, 
he lent out parties to pillage the fields, and raife contribu¬ 
tions in the neighbouring cities. One of thefe parties ap¬ 
peared before Ardca , where the great Camillas had now fpent 
two years in a private life. '1 he affront he had received at 
Rome had not diminifhed his love for his country. More 
afflicted at her calamities, than at his own banifhment, he 
deixred to be admitted into the council of the Ardeates , and 
prevailed upon them to arm their youth, and refufe th c Gauls 
admittance into their city. 

The Gauls encamped before the place, but obferved neb 
rher order nor difeipline, fpending their time in merriment 
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drinking, not thinking the Ardeatcs an enemy of any 
confequence. Camillas , taking advantage of their fecunty, Camillas , 
nut himfelf at the head of the youth of the city, marched at the 
out of Ardea in a very dark night, fur prized the Gauls head of 
drowned in wine, and made a dreadful daughter of them, the Ardea- 
This defeat of the enemy revived the courage of the feat- tes ,defeats 
tered Romans , and particularly of thofe who had retired to the Gauls, 
fail a f t er the unfortunate battle of Alii a. They refolved to 
f en d ambafladors to Camillus , to befeech him to take into 
his protection the wrecks of a fugitive people. But Camil¬ 
lus would not accept of the command of the troops,, till the 
people, legally aflembled by curia, had conferred it upon 
him : he thought that the public authority was lodged in 
the hands of thofe who were fhut up in the capitol, and 
therefore infilled on having a commiffion from them. The 
difficulty was, how to procure it, the place being invefted 
on all Ikies by the enemy. However, one Pontius Cominius , . 
a man of mean birth, but bold, and ambitious of glory, un¬ 
dertook it. He fwam down the Tiber , in the night, to the 
foot of the capitol, and, with great difficulty and infinite 
danger, climbed up the rock, and having made himfelf 
known to the guard, was conduced to the magiftrates. 

The fenate was immediately aflembled ; Pontius gave them 
an account of Camillus ''s victory, and a decree was inftantly 
made out, appointing Camillus dictator, with which Pontius 
had the good luck to return fafe. His promotion to this 
fupreme command was no fooner known, but foldiers flocked 
from all parts to his camp, and he foon faw himfelf at the 
head of above forty thoufand men, all of whom thought 
themfelves invincible under fo great a general *. 

Whilft Camillus was taking meafures to raife the blockade 
of the capitol, fome Gauls perceived, by the print of Pon¬ 
tius's hands and feet, and by the mofs being torn off the 
rock in feveral places, that fomebody had lately gone up to, ^ 
and returned from that citadel. They communicated their T hcGauls 
difeovery to Brenntts , who thereupon ordered a number of atten }ptto 
chofen men to climb up the fame way in the dead of night, furprife 
in order to furprife the place. They proceeded with luch thecapitol 
iilence, that they were not difeovered, either by the centi- 
nels who were upon guard in the citadel, or even by the 
dogs, that are ulually awaked and alarmed at the leaftnoife. 

11'.it they could not efcape the vigilance of the geefe, a flock 
of which was kept in a court of the capitol, in honour of 
Juno , and near her temple. Thefe, alarmed at the firft ap¬ 
proach of the Gauls , ran up and down, cackling, and beat¬ 
ing their wings, till they awaked Manlius, a gallant officer. They are 
who fome years before had been conful. He immediately difeovered 
founded an alarm, and was the firft man wlio mounted the and re- 
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rampart, ,where he found two Gauls already upon the wall. 
One of tnefe offered to difcharge a blow at him with hf 3 
battle-ax ; but Manlius ftruck off his right hand, and gave 
the other fuch a pufh with his buckler, that he threw him 
headlong from the top of the rock to the bottom. He, j n 
his fall, drew many others with him. In the mean time, 
the Rosnans crowding to the place, beat down the reft of the 
Gauls, and veiy few got fafe back to their camp f. Geefe 
were ever after held in honour at Rome , and a flock of them 
was always kept at the public expence; whilft dogs were from 
this time held in abhorrence by the Romans , who every 
year impaled one of them on a branch of elder %. 

The fiege of the capitol had already lafted feven months, 
and famine began to be felt both by the befieged and be- 
fiegers. Camilhts kept the Gauls pent up, fo that they could 
not ftir beyond their lines, and, befldes this, a plague ra¬ 
ged in their camp. Camillas waited only for a favourable 
opportunity to fall upon the enemy, and, in the mean time, he 
let them pine away in their infefted camp ; not knowing the 
extreme want the Romans endured in the capitol, where they 
were fo deftitute of all forts of provifions, that it was not 
poflible for them to fubiift any longer. Neither Camillus nor 
the Romans in the capitol knew each other’s fttuation, nor 
had the latter any notion of his being fo near relieving 
them. In this fttuation, the befieged and the befiegers, 
equally diflrelfed by hunger, entered upon a negociation, 
in which it was agreed, that the Romans fhould pay the 
Gauls a thouland pounds weight of gold, and that me latter 
fhould raife the fiege of the capital, and quit the Roman 
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The weights, we are told, were falfe, and the feales un¬ 
true ; which Suipitius complaining of, Brennus , inftead of 
redrefling the injuftice, threw his fword and belt into the 
fcale where the weights were ; and when the tribune afked 
him the meaning of fo extraordinary a behaviour, the only 
anfwcr he gave was Va viSlis ! IVoe to the conquered! Sul fl¬ 
ints was fo Iking with this haughty anfwer, that he was for 
carrying the gold back into the capital, and fuftaining the 
fiege to uie laft extremity ; but others thought it more ad- 
vifeablc to put up that affront, fince they had already fub- 
mitted to a far greater one, in confenting to pay any thing 

at all. > _ 

While the gold was weighing, Camillus , who had advan¬ 
ced with his army, being informed of what was doing, haf- 
teiied to the place of parley with the choiceft of his men. 
'I’he Remans , overjoyed at his unexpected arrival, opened 
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to make room for him, told him what treaty they had made and cuts 
with* the Gauls, and how unjuftly they were then ufed. the Gauls 
They had fcarce done fpeaking, when Camillus cried out, all to 
Carry brick ibis gold into the capital ; and you, Gauls, retire pieces. 
with your fcalcs and weights. Rome mvjl not not be redeemed 
w itb gold, bat with Jlecl. Brennus replied, that he contravened 
a treaty, which was concluded and confirmed with mutual 
oaths. Be it fo, anfwered Camillus, yet it is of no force, 
having been made by an inferior inagijlrate, tuithout the privity 
or confent of the dictator. I, who am invejled with the fupreme 
authority over the Romans, declare the contrast void. At thefe 
words Brennus flew into a rage, and both fides drawing their 
fwords, a fcuflle enfued in the midft of the ruined buildings, 
the Gauls were worfired, retired to their camp, and marched 
away in the night. Camillus purfued them the next day, and 
gave them a total overthrow. The few that efcaped death 
m the battle, wandered up and down in the fields, where 
they fell an eafy prey to the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
villages. In fhort, not a fingle Gaul was left, to carry his 
countrymen the news of this cataflrrophe. 

The city being now quite demolilhed, and its walls ra- A decree 
zed, the tribunes of the people renewed, with more warmth pafled for 
than ever, the project for dividing the fenate and govern- rebuild- 
ment between Veii and Rome. Some were even for aban- j n g the 
doning entirely this lafl: place, and for making Veii the foie c i t v 
feat of the empire. The people too were, in general, for 
this opinion ; but Camillus, and with him the fenate, were 
for rebuilding the old city; and their advice prevailed. A 
decree was pafled accordingly *. 

Though the tribunes of the people were defeated by Ca- <j). Falius, 
millus in this point, they fucceeded, and indeed juftly, in cited be- 
their attack upon another patrician. This was jjz. Fahius, fore the 
who had violated the law of nations, and thereby provoked people, 
the Gauls, and occafioned the burning of Rome. He was kills him-* 
fummoned before the aflembly of the people ; but, confcious felf. 
of his guilt, he killed himfelf, to avoid the fhame of a pub¬ 
lic punifliment +. On the other hand, the republic gave a 
houfe, fituated clofe by the capitol, to M. Manlius, as a monu¬ 
ment of his valour, and of the gratitude of his fellow citi¬ 
zens. Camillus clofed this year by laying down his dicta¬ 
tor (hip ; whereupon an inter-regnum enfued, during which 
he governed the Rate alternately with P. Cornelius Scipio 5 
and it fell to his lot to prefide at the ele&ion of new ma- 
giftrates, whofe firfl: care was to colled: all the antient mo¬ 
numents of the religious and civil laws of Rome, which 
could be found among the ruins of the demolilhed city. 

Their next care was to rebuild the city. The sediles had 
the dire&ion of the works, but fo little tafte for order or 
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beauty, that the ftreets and buildings were made even lefs 
regular than in the time of Romulus ; a defect, which ftjH 


dugufl 


was the capital and 


miftrefs of the world. Plutarch tells us, that as the work¬ 


men 


_were digging among the ruins of the temple of Man 

they found Romulus' augural ftaff, untouched by the flames- 
and that this was looked upon as a prodigy, from whence 
the Romans inferred, that their city would continue for 
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ever. 


Defeats 


Rome was fcarce reftored, when all ^ her neighbours en¬ 
tered into a confederacy againft her. _ The sEqut , the Volley 
the Heirurians , and even her old allies the Latlnes and the 
Hernici , joined to opprefs her, before fhe had recovered her 
{Length. In this danger, Camillas was nominated dictator a 
third time. He appointed C. Scrvilius his general of the 
horle, and ordered all the citizens to take arms, not except¬ 
ing even the old men. Thefe levies were divided into three- 
bodies. The firft, commanded by A. Manlius , encamped 
under the walls of Rome ; the fecond was fent into the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Veil ; and Camillas himfelf, at the head of the 
third, marched to the relief of the tribunes, who were clofely 
belieged in their camp by the united forces of the Volfci and 
the Latines . The enemies were encamped on the declivity 
of a hill, and, on the news of Camillas 's approach, fhut 
themfelves up in their camp. Camillas forced it, defeated 


the Volfci the enemy, and divided the fpoil among his foldiers. He 
and La- then entered the country of the Mqui , took their capital city 
tines. Bala, and from thence marched againft the Volfci , whom he 

entirely reduced, after they had waged war with the Ro¬ 
mans for an hundred and feven years. After this, he penetra¬ 
ted into Hetruria , in order to relieve Satrium, a town in 
that country in alliance with Rome , and belieged by a nu¬ 
merous army of Heirurians. The place, reduced to the ut- 
moft diftrefs, had been obliged to lurrender before he could 
pdftibly arrive. The Hctrurians were then wholly takenup 
with plundering the houfes, carrying off the booty, ana 
Recovers feafting on the provifions they had found in the city, not 
Sutrlum dreaming that Camillas was lo near. He fell upon them, 

to the fword, made an incredible number 


from the 
Hetruri - 

aits. 


put many 

of prifoners, and reftored the 


city to its antient inhabi¬ 


tants. He then returned to Rome , and entered it a third 
time, in triumph f, after which he religned his didbatorlhip, 
. and fix new military tribunes were cholen. 

New dif- Rome being now reinftated in her former flouriftiing con- 
turbances dition, the tribunes of the people, who had been for fomc 
raifed by time quiet, began to renew the old quarrel about the divi- 
the tri¬ 
bunes. 


{ion of the conquered lands : but the poverty of the people 
who would not have been able to ftock thole lands, if they 
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had had them* foon put an end to the difputc, and the Pomp- 
tine-territory * latelv taken from the Voljd , remained in the 
hands of the patricians. 

The expectation of an approaching war induced the cen- Camillas 
turies to chufe Camillus one of the military tribunes for the chofenone 
next year. His collegues, all men of moderation, agreed to of the mi- 
invert him with the lole management of affairs in time of litary tri¬ 
war, and accordingly, in full fenate, transferred all their bunes. 
power into his hands ; fo that he became in effedt diftator. 

It had been already determined to turn the arms of the re¬ 
public againft the Hctrurians ; but, upon advice that the 
Antiates had entered the Pomptine territory, and obliged the 
Romans to retire, it was thought proper 'firft to humble 

them. 

The Antiates had been joined by the Latins and Hcrnici , The Anti- 
and were fo extremely numerous, that the Roman foldiers ales, La- 
leemed backward to engage. Camillus , obferving this, tines, and 

mounted his horfe, rode through all the ranks of his army, Hemici 
and encouraged his troops as much as poffibly he could ; defeated 

then, demounting, he took the next ftandard-bearer by the by CamiL 
hand, and, leading him towards the enemy, cried out, Sol--lus. 

tHers , advance. Animated by the example of their general, 
they fell upon the enemy with prodigious fury. Camillus, 
to increafe their eagernefs ftill more, ordered a ftandard to 
be thrown into the midft of the enemy’s battalions. His 
troops, eager to recover it, rufhed on with fuch violence, 
that the Antiates , unable to refill: them, gave way, and were 
intirely defeated. The Latines and Hemici feparated from 
the Vslfci y and returned home. The Volfci took refuge in 
the neighbouring city of Sutricum y which Camillus immedi¬ 
ately inverted, and took by artault ; as he alfo did, foon af¬ 
ter, the city of Nepct , which had furrendered to the Hctrn- 
rians. Nepct and Sutrium were the keys of Hetruria. This 
Jatt: was alfo befieged by the Hetrunans, and reduced to 
great ftreights, the enemy being already in pofleflion of its 

gates; but Camillus forced them to retreat, with great 
daughter. 

M. Manlius , who had faved the capitol, jealous of Ca?r.il- Manlius 

v S ,?!° r y? pradtifed every art he could devife to ingratiate fufpeaed '* 
nimiclt with the people, and fupplant Camillus in their ofafpiring 

citeem ; courting the multitude, and even entering into the atfupreme 
1 action of the tribunes of the people. Though he was a power, 
patrician, he inveighed againft the nobility, and efpoufed 
l e caufeof the people, in the affair of the diftribution of 
lands. He oppofed the rich, whenever they feized their 
debtors, and fet at liberty thofe who were already in chains ; 

[othat he was always attended by a kind of guard, of thofe 
le ilac * f° artirted. The fenate, alarmed at Manlius’s pro- 
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ceeding, thought it neceflary to create a dictator, to prevent 

the evil confequences of his too great popularity, and to 
crufh the rifing fa&ion. The army which the Vilfci had 
juft then railed, furnifhed them with a fpecious pretence, 
Cornelius The diftatorlhip was given to A. Cornelius CoJJus , who came 
Cojfus die- to an engagement with the Vtilfci in the Pomptine territory, 
tator. and intirely defeated them, though they were much more 

numerous than the Romans. The dictator kept his army in 
Year of the field till the difturbances railed by the factious Manlius 
Rome 373. called him back to the city. Manlius's difeourfes were open¬ 
ly feditious, and, befides his paying the debts of numbers of 
plebeians, in order to gain their affection, he fold by public 
auction part of his paternal eftate, and declared, that he de- 
figned to apply the whole to the paying of the debts of in- 
folvent debtors. He went further yet, giving out, that the 
nobility, not fatisfied with robbing the people of their right 
to a fhare in the conquered lands, had concealed, with an 
intent to appropriate to their own ufe, the gold which 
was to have been given to the Gauls , and had been raifed by 
the voluntary contributions of all the citizens then in the 
capitol: a treafure, which alone would be fufficient to dif- 
charge all the debts of the poor plebeians. He even pro- 
mifed to fhew them, in due time, the place where this trea¬ 
fure was concealed; fo that the whole care of the people 
was to draw thofe riches out of the hands of the patricians^ ■ 
Such proceedings were juftly looked upon as extremely 
dangerous in a republican ftate, always alarmed at any thing 
that tended in the leaft to monarchy. Manlius was cited to 
appear before the dictator. He obeyed the fummons, but 
came attended with his ufual guard. The dictator chal¬ 
lenged him to declare, as he had promifed, the perfons who 
had concealed the pretended treafures, and the place where 
they were hid} threatening otherwife to fend him to prifon 
as an incendiary and a flanderer. His anfwers were fo 
.. plainly evafive and infolent, that the dictator immediately 
Manhus orc [ eret [ him to be feized and carried to prifon. This fen- 
commit- tence was immediately executed, without the leaft oppofi- 
ted to prx- t j on . f uc h was ready fubmiflion of the Romans to the 

* on * command of a lawful magiftrate. His moft zealous adhe¬ 
rents exprefled their concern only by habits of mourning. 
The feditious fpirit of the populace revived as foon as 
Cojj'us 's dictatorlhip expired. The multitude, now free from 
the dread of an uncontroulable magiftrate, no longer kept 
within any bounds, but furrounded Manlius ’s prifon day 
and night, and threatened to break it open. The fenate, 
The fe- fearing the confequences of this fury of the incenfed popu¬ 
late re- lace, thought to quiet the difturbance by releafing him- 
leafes him But this timorous proceeding only gave the feditious a 
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leader, provoked by the fhame of his imprifonment, and in¬ 
capable of following fober counfels§. Accordingly, the mo- He re- 
inent he was at liberty, he began his factious intrigues news his 
a-new. His houfc was erouded day and night with the mu- fa&ious 
tinous, whom he harangued without referve, exhorting them intrigues, 
to fhake oft the yoke they groaned under, to abolifh didta- 
torfhips and confulates, to eftablifh an exaeft equality among 
all the members of one and the fame republic, and to make 
thcmfelves an head, who would govern and keep in awe the 
patricians as well as the people. “ If you judge me worthy 
of that, honour , faid he, the more pGiver you give me , the fooner 
you will be in pof)"cffion of what you have fo long wijhed for. I 
defire authority with no other view but to make you all happy. 

It is faid, that a plot was formed to feize the citadel, and 
declare him king. The fenate, alarmed at the danger which 
threatened the date, ordered the military tribunes to be 
watchful , that the republic received no damage ; a form of words 
which was never ufed but in the greateft dangers, and which 
inverted thofe magiftrates with an authority almoft equal 
to that of a dictator. After this, different means were pro - 
pofed for defeating the evil defigns of Manlius. Some were 
for aflaffinating him ; but M. Mamius and Q Publilius , two 
of the tribunes of the people, thought it more advifeable to 
take him off by the ufual forms of law, and offered to pro- Is j m - 
fecute him before the comitia , not doubting but the people peached 
would immediately defert him, when they faw their own of treafon 
tribunes become his accufers. This advice was approved, by two 
and Manlius was fummoned to his trial before the comitia by tribunes 
centuries. The crime laid to his charge was his aiming at of the 
fovereign power. He appeared before his judges in deep people, 
mourning ; but neither bis own brothers, nor any of his ^ V 
relations, changed their drefs, or follicited the judges in his I s con- 
behalf, as was ufually done by the friends of a perfon accu- demned 
led ; fo much did the love of liberty prevail in the hearts of anc i 
the Romans , over all the ties of blood and kindred. He was thrown 
round guilty, and condemned to be thrown headlong down headlong 
rrom the very capitol which he had faved. His houfe was f rom the 

razed to the ground ; and it was decreed, that no patrician capitol. * 
mould ever after dwell on the capitol. v 

Fhe Volfci threatened the republic with a new war; the y ear c f 
cities of Circtsi and Velitrm had actually revolted ; Lanuvium , Rome'll!. 
till nowever faithful to Rome , declared againft her, and all 
the cities of Latium feemed ready to rife. The Praneftini 
too were already in arms. To add to the misfortunes of 
the Romans , a plague, which broke out immediately after 
the execution of APanlius , and which the fickle and fuper- 
rtitious multitude aferibed to the anger of 'Jupiter againft the 
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authors of his death*', flill raged in the city. However, 
the fenate judging it abfolutely neceflary that war Should be 
declared againll the feveral enemies of Rome, aflembled the 
people, and, with their confent, decreed a war. Cam}Hus 
was railed a fixth time to the military tribunefhip. The 
command of the army which was to be employed again!! 
the Volf .}, was decreed to Camillas by the fenate ; but it 
fell by lot to L. Farias to be joined with him. Thefe two 
generals took the field at the head of Sixteen thoufand men. 
They foon came up with the Folfci , who were far more nu¬ 
merous, and, contrary to the advice of Camillas , Farias at¬ 
tacked them with great violence. The Romans were repul- 
mans, en- fed, and obliged to retire in great diforder. The Volfd 
gage the purfued them to the very gates of their camp. Camill 
Vdjd 3 but who, either becaufe he was not well, or that he was un- 
are repul- willing to have any concern in what he forefaw would be 


The Ro¬ 


ns 


7 


fed. 


by Camil¬ 
las. 


the confequence of Farias ’s rafh attempt, had remained in 
his camp with a body of referve, no fooner heard that the 
Romans were defeated, than he quitted his tent, and haften-^ 
ing to the afliftance of the flying legions, put himfelf at the 
head of his referve, rallied the fugitives, and obliged the 
The Volfd enemy to retire, which was all he could do that day. The 
defeated next day, drawing up his troops in the plain, he renewed 

the engagement. The numerous army of the Volfd was in- 
tireiy routed, their camp taken, and their chief command¬ 
ers either killed or made prifoners f. 

The admiuiflration of the next military tribunes was dif- 
turbed by domeftic feditions and a foreign war. The latter 
was occafioned by fome incurfions of the Prasnejlini , and the 
former by the eledlion of new cenfors, which the patricians 
wanted to keep off for fear of a cenj'us , which would di(co¬ 
ver their riches and excefiive ufury, and which the tribunes 
of the people ufed their utmofl: endeavours to bring on as 
foon as poffihle. The difputes ran fo high that the fenate, 
thinking it neceflary to have recourfe to the ufual grand ex- 


T. Quine- 
■ t didta- 
tue- 
:? the 

/ • : sifjl /- 

nd 

es 

* -‘deucjlc. 


pedient in cafes of extremity, named Titus Quindius di£h- 

The neceflary troops were raifed without oppofltioit. 


tor. 


Vfndivs, coming up with the Preenejlini , near the banks 
the Aid a , gave them a total overthrow, took all their ftrong 
holds in a few days, and then appeared before Preenejlc , 
which capitulated. He returned to Rome , entered the city 
in tiiumph, and then laid down his office, which had Lifted 
but twenty-five days 

Of the fix military tribunes for the next year, three were 
patricians, and three plebeians. The two Adanlii, who were 


patricians, were appointed to command the army again!! the 
Volfd. iJui the Romans had loon occafion to repent their 
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The Ro- 
man camp 
taken and 


fhcir choice: for the Folfci , artfully drawing the two generals, 
who had feparated their forces, into narrow pafles, hemmed 
them in in fuch a manner, that, had they not fought with even 
defberate bravery, they mult all have been cut to pieces. 

They loft a prodigious number of men j and, to add to their plundered 

misfortune, whilit they were wholly intent on defending by the 
th emfelvcs againft one body of the enemy’s army, another Folfci± 
plundered the two Roman camps without refiflence. 

The next year, only patricians were chofen for military Two cen- 
tribunes; and two cenfors were alfo elected, who fet about fors chc- 
relieving the poor debtors from the opprefiion of their ava- fen 0 
ritious creditors. But this work was interrupted by a frefti 
incurfion of the Volfci. Two armies were raifed, which 
marched different Ways into the enemy’s country, laid it Thecoun- 
wafte, and returned to Rome with an immenfe booty; the tJ y 0 f t h e 
Folfci not daring even to appear. The next year, the La- y G jf c i laid 
tines and the Polfci entering into a new confederacy againft wafte. 
the republic, took the field together, and encamped near 
Satricum . 'Three Roman armies were raifed without the 
Ieaft oppofition. One of them was to guard the city ; an¬ 
other to be ready to march on the firft notice ; and the 
third, and moil numerous, marched againft the enemy, un¬ 
der the command of P. Falcrius and L. sFmilius. A bat¬ 
tle foon enfued, but v/as interrupted by fo violent a rain, 
that neither party could keep the field. It was renewed the 
next day, at firft, with pretty equal fuccefs on both fides ; 
hut, at length, the Latines were put in diforder, and the 
whole confederate army was defeated. Of thofe that efca- 
ped, fome fled to Satricum , and others to Antitim . The 
Annates , not thinking their city in a condition to hold out 

the Romans on honourable 
terms ; and, indeed, the reft of the Folfci , being alfo weary 
of the war, leemed to defire peace. Upon this, the Latines 
feparated from them in a violent rage, and vented their fury 
upon Satricum , which, though belonging to their friends, 
they reduced to afhes. From thence they marched into the 
country of the 'Tujculans , furprized their city, and put all 
the inhabitants they met with to the fword, for their hav¬ 
ing renounced the Latine confederacy, and accepted the 


long, were for furrendering to 


privileges of Roman citizens. Thofe who had retired into 
the citadel, with their wives and children, fent to the Ro¬ 
mans , to acquaint them with their fituatio/i. An army was 
immediately lent to their relief ; Tufculum was taken by af- 
fault, and all the Latines within the walls were put to the 
fword, 

A peace concluded with the Jntiates , and the defeat of the 
Latines , gave the republic an interval of reft from foreign 
wars : but at home, the avarice and over-bearing temper of 
the patricians increafed the ir.ifery of the poorer fort of peo¬ 


ple 




infufferably hard. The fpivits. 


, w no it- condition grew 
not only of the meaner plebeians, but even of the moil con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable of that order, were fo funk by a feries of cruel 
oppreiTion, that, indifferent what might happen, they not 
only ceaied to ftand in competition with the nobles for th 
military tribunelhip, but even ncgle&ed to fue lor the ple¬ 
beian magiftracics. To this fucceeded, on a fudden, as 
great a violence for the other extreme, occafioned by the 
trifling accident of a woman, whole elder filler, married to 
a patrician, at that time one of the military tribunes, was 
treated with the honours due to her rank, whilft lhe herfelf, 
being married to a plebeian, was confidered only in tile 
light of any other woman. She complained to her father of 
the great difference between her lifter’s condition and her 
own. Her father, who was very fond of her, bid her not 
be unealy, and affin ed her, that lhe Ihould foon be as much 
honoured as her lifter. To this end, he entered into an 
alfociation with his plebeian foil in-law, Licintus Stolo^ and 
/,. Sextius , a young plebeian of great parts, who wanted no¬ 
thing but a noble birth to qualify him for the higheft offices 
of the republic. Their deiign was to abolilh the military 
tribunelhip, re ft ore the confullhip, procure the plebeians a 
/hare in that fupteme dignity, and, in Ihort, to put the pa¬ 
tricians and plebeians upon an equal footing. To this end 
it was thought expedient, that 1 ,'tcinius and Sextius Ihould 

Ihip for the next year, 
wards to the higheft digni- 


begin with getting the plebeian tribune 
as a ftep towards their riling afterward 

• r t • • 1 1 • n • 


ties. Having gained this fnft point, they bent all their 
thoughts and power to deftroy the grandeur of the patrici- 
r ans, and promote the intcreft of the people. They imme- 
,y.. v - diately propoled a law for fuppreffing the military tribune¬ 
lhip, refforing the conliiiate, and requiring, that of the two 
conluls to be annually ciiolen, one Ihould always be a pie- 
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ngage the people to pals this law, they added 
two others to it, relating to the debts and the conquered 
lands. 'The firft was, That whatever intereft had been 
. paid, ff iould be reckoned as a difeharge of fo much of the 
principal, and that the remainder ihould be paid at different 
uual ibet- ^qual payments. l he fecond, that no Roman citizen Ihould 

pojfefs more than five hundred acres of land ; and that what¬ 
ever any one had beyond that limitation, Ihould be taken 
from him, and divided among the poorer citizens. 

The patricians, alarmed and terrified, met frequently to 
confider how they might beft avert the impending evil, ho 
method leaned to them fo effectual as that of dividing the 
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tribunes of t he people, and engaging one part of the college 
to oppoie the attempts of the other. Accordingly, they 
gained over the other emitt, who, as often as Licinius and 

l_ 9 ' " 1 

Sextius afiemblcd the people, in order to ge their law palled, 

always entered their protefc againlt it. Lichuns and Sextan , 

in their turns, to be revenged of their collogues, as con- 

Ikmtly prote-ced again ft whatever they propoled. 'I his 

perverfe opnoikion, fo me times bv one lide, and fometimes 

bj 
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by the other, was fure to be renewed upon every occafion 

five years that thefe two plebeian tribunes were con¬ 
tinued in their office : the confequence was, that the re- 

into a kind of anarchy, none but plebeian of- 
tribunes and aediles, being elected. The 
patricians were, by this means, entirely excluded from the 
government ; and this intermiffion of fuperior magiftrates 
placed Licinius and Sextius , who were at the head of the tri¬ 
bunes of the people, in fome degree, at the head of the re- 
public. _ 

Licinius and Sextius were elected tribunes of the people a 
fixth time, when the Veliterni declared war again!! Rome , 
over-ran the lands of the republic, and even laid fiege to 
the city of Tufculum. Upon this occafion the tribunes wa¬ 
ved their opposition, and buffered an army to be railed, with 
which fix patricians, in quality of military tribunes, march¬ 
ed again!! the enemy, defeated them, raifed the fiege of Tuf- The Veil- 
ailum , and inverted Velitree. This city holding out till the terni de¬ 
year of the prefent military tribunes was expired, fix new feated. 
ones were therefore created, among whom, unfortunately 
for the patricians, was Fabius Ambujlus , the father in law 
of Licinius Stolo.. The promotion of this man encouraged 
the tribunes of the people to purfue their point with re¬ 
doubled vigour. They found means to eain over three of 


their collegucs, fo that of the ten tribunes, five were now for 
the publication of the laws, and five again!! it. 

The eighth year of the plebeian tribunefhip of Licinius 
and Sextius, and likewife that of the military tribunes, ex¬ 
piring before the return of the army from the fiege of Vcli- 
tra, new ones were chofen, and Licinius and Sextius were 
flill continued in their office, the people being eager to have 
thefe two oppofers of the patrician party carry on their de- 
ligns, and complete them. The Roman army was no looner 
returned, than Licinius and Sextius fummoned the people, 
and declared, that they would proceed to the publication of 
the law, without any regard to the oppofition of their col- 
legues. i he patricians, feeing their cafe dsfperate, had re- 
courfe to the laf! refuge, which was, to nominate a dictator. 

Camiilus, the fittert man to fit at the helm in fo tempertuous Camillas 
a feaion, was raifed a fourtn tune to that high dignity, dictator a 
l‘rom the moment of his nomination, the power of the tri- fourth 
buncs ought to have been fufpended ; cut Licinius and Sex- 
tins itiII continued to affemble the people, and read to them 
the laws which they had drawn up! The tiibcs had already Year of 
begun to vote m favour of the laws, when the dictator, full Rcmeyjo 


time. 


of indignation, and attended by a great body or patricians, 
repaired to trie affembly, and there feated himfdf on his 
tribunal. He then declared, that he was come to fupport 
the privileges of the people ; and that lie would never fuf- 
fer^ one part of the tribunes to deprive the oihci of their 

rs, without 

u v i n cr 


right of oppofition. The two heads of the tribun 
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paying any regard to what he faid, continued to collect the 
He pr?- votes, which lb provoked Camillas, that he ordered his lic- 
vents the tors to drive away the tribes, pro telling, that if they did 
paffing of not difperfe immediately, he would aflemble them in the 
the laws Campus Martins, ini ill them, and make them march di- 
propofej redly into the field. The tribunes had the boklnds to 
bv tiie threaten the dictator, that as foon as his didlatorfhip was 
tribunes, expired, they would get him condemned m a line of fifty 

thoufnnd drachmae, if he prevented the people from giving 
their funVages. However, the tribes, terrified at the mena¬ 
ces of a magi (Irate who had the power of life and death, 
retired, and the comma were poffnoncd to another day. Ca¬ 
millas, feeing that no good could be done, either by autho¬ 
rity or perfuafion, withdrew to his own houfe, and foon af¬ 
ter laid down his office *. 

After a ihort intcr~vc*num , the fen ate named P. Manlius 


Lays 

down his 
oince. 


tor. 


P. Mnu- 

Uhs dicta- j- 0 fuecced Camillas. Manlius loon (hewed himfelf a great 

favourer of the people ; for the fir It thing he did was to ap¬ 
point a plebeian his general of the horfe. Sextius and Lici- 
rdns now thought themfelves lure of bringing their defigns 
to bear. They alfembled the people, who were very earnell 
to pafs the laws concerning the debts and conquered lands, 
but who did not like either the law by which one of the 
confuls was always to be a plebeian, or that by which the 
duumviri, who kept the Jibyline books were to be changed 




Cam!, as coun try 
d ictator 


{•unes the tenth time ; and foon after this re-ele£tion, 
obtained the palling of the law relating to the decemvirs. 

Six military tribunes, all patricians, were created for the 
next year, without dillurbance. In the very beginning of 
their adminiflraticn, the tribunes ufed their utmofl efforts 
to get the other laws palled, and the difpntcs ran fo high on 
both fides, that the citizens were upon the point of taking 
up arms again# each other, when news was brought to 
Rome, that a numerous army of Gauls was in full march 
from the coafts of the Adriatic, to revenge the defeat of their 


• \ 


tor tire 


countrymen. The approach of fo tremendous an enemy Ad- 
pended all do me flic diviiions. Both parties united, and 

d to name a dictator. The great Camillas, now four- 


Uw * Cv-u 


hiiii tune. f;r .re years of age, was railed to this dignity the fifth time. 


Year or 


Old as he was, he undertook this charge with pleafure, for 


his country's hake, and, coming up with the Gauls on the 
401. banks of the Anic 


Defeats 


* n 1 

l' 1 v..’ IJ i.m.i'.Ovv 1 • 
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once more defeated them, with prodi- 
1'hofe who efcaped the fword of the con¬ 
querors, fed into Avidia, borne writers are of opinion, that 
the GaJs, f, o>n this time the Gaids began to (bread themfelves into II- 

w* * X 
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hi icum , Pannonia , Thrace , Greece , and Afm Minor. After 
this, the dilator led his victorious army againft Velitres , the 

^ ^ « « 1 1 11 f 1 ^ IM f/ 1 ♦ • • 1 • 


The Teliterm immedi- 


fiege of which had been interrupted, 
ately fubmitted to him, without the leaft refiflanc 


and he 




returned to Rome, where the honours of a triumph were de¬ 
creed him both by the fenate and people 
The republic was in too great a ferment for the fenate to 
confent to his refigning the didtatorfhip. The patricians 
thought, that under the flielter of his great name, and- abfo- 
]ute authority, they Ihould be better able to contend with 
their adverfaries : for the people, proud of their late victory, 
were more obflinately bent than ever on palling the laws lb 
long difputed. Scxtius and Licinius , feeing themfelves backed 
and fupported by the multitude, grew more audacious than 
ever, and took a moll extraordinary ftep to effedt their pur- 

pofe. As the dictator was one day fitting on his tribunal The tri- 

bunesfend 

him to rife and follow him, infolently laying his hand upon an officer 
him, at the fame time, as if he deligned to feize him, and to ie;ze 
carry him away by force. Hereupon fuch a noife and tu- Camillas , 
mult arol'e in the forum , as never had been heard before : the though 
patricians, who attended Camillus , driving back the officer, dictator, 
and the multitude at the foot of the tribunal crying out, Full 
him down, pull him down. The tribunes deftgn was, by this 
violence, to frighten Camillus into an abdication ; but he, 
though at a lofs what to do in this exigence, would not lay 
down the authority which had been legally conferred upon 
him. In the midft of this confufion, he to?>k refuge in the 
lennte-houfe, whither the patricians followed him, and there 
the demands of the people and their tribunes were taken 


in the forum , an officer, fent by thofe tribunes, commanded 


a vow 


into confideration. (J11 this occafion, Camillus mad 
to build a temple to Concord , in cafe he fucceeded in quiet¬ 
ing their commotions. As the populace could not be pre¬ 
vailed upon, by any means, to abate of their pretenfions, it 
was at length refolvcd to comply with their requeft, and to 
accept the three "laws in queftion, as the only means to 
extinguifh their obflinate fury. Thus the government was 
changed, the conl'ulate revived, and the military tribunefhip 
laid afide for ever f. 


CI1 j 


^ I 

1 he people having thus carried their 
were held for the eledtion of confuls, wh 
merchius and L. Scxtius , the plebeian tribune, was n 
that dignity ; but the fenate abfolutely refufed to confirm 

: on this occa- 


pomt, the comitia The fiHl 

/.Emilias Ala- pletvua 

to cor.; hi. 



M yr*. « 


the election of Scxtius. New difp.utes 
fion, and were carried to fo great a height, that the people 
were ready to leave Rome , and feparate themfelves from the 
patricians, as they had formerly done. All the wifdom 



* klut. in Camill. Liv. i. vi. c. 41, 
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Death of 

C « *77 

aw mas. 


His cha- 
xadier. 


fo great a man as Camillas was ncceflary to bring about aij 
accommodation. The confuls, and military tribunes, who 
long fupplied their places, were generals of the Roman ar¬ 
mies, and, at the fame time, judges of civil affairs. As they 
could not attend to both at the lame time, Camillas’s expe¬ 
dient was, to feparate this laff function from the confulate, 
and to create a judge with the title ot Prator. He advifed 
the fenate to fairer one conful to be chofen annually out of 
the plebeians, on condition that the praetors fliould always 
be patricians *. This was agreed to by both parties ; the 
election of Sextius was conlirmed ; and all feuds and dilferN 


tions in the republic were laid afide f. 

Tranquility being thus reftored, the fenate, in gratitude 
to the gods, ordered the great games to be celebrated ; and 
two curule red lien were created, chofcn from among the pa¬ 
tricians, to prcffde at them. The temple of Concord, which 


Camillas had vowed, was built at the cxpence of the public, 
upon an eminence at the foot of the capiiol. Thus ended a 
year fo glorious for Camillas. He had overcome the me,ft 
formidable enemies of Rome, reflored peace to the republic, 
and calmed the people, without exafperating the nobility. 
Full of glory, and of years, he laid down the dictatorfhip, 
wholly bent on {'pending the fmall remainder of his days in 
the repofe and tranquility of a private life. 

Under the confulfnip of L. Genucius , a plebeian, and 
•villas Ahala , a patrician, a dreadful plague broke out 

among the 


C... 

Ult¬ 


ra 


re • 
° 5 


R which Twcpt away prodigious number 
reff, one cenfor, three tribunes of the people, and one cu¬ 
rule aedile : but the inoff fatal ffroke of all was the death of 
the great Camillas , who was much regretted by all ranks of 
people. He was defervedly Ailed a fccond Romulus ; the fuff 
having founded, and he reftored, the city*. He is laid ne¬ 
ver to have fought a battle, without gaining a complete vic¬ 
tory ; never to have hcfiegcd a city, without taking it ; and 
never to have led an army into the field, which he did not 

with glory and booty. He was a 
zealous patriot, and, though perfccutcd by Iris 
country, would never iiften to his juft rel’entments. The 


bring back loaded both 


ungrateful 


nns or 


* They were afterwards cholcn out of either the patnn; 
plebeians, as the people pleafed, The prtetorfhip was then looked 
upon as the fecond dignity in the republic, the pianor being elect¬ 
ed in the comitia by centuries, and under the fame nufpices as th 
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firii, only one pi.cmr was appointed ; but the number of praetors 
was afterwards inertuie.:, at different tunus, a;; we fr.alf offeree in 
the course of this hjft.j-v. 
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necefllties of the public no fooner obliged the people to have 
recourfe to him, than, forgetting the affronts he had re¬ 
ceived, he took upon him the condudl of the moff difficult 
and laborious affairs. He was a patrician by defcent, but 
not actuated by party-zeal, his love for the public being the 
cnlv rule of his condudr. He favoured the plebeians, when 
the intcreff of the public required him fo to do, but without 
flattery, or felf-intereff. He had nothing in view, but to 
do every one juftice, and put an end to the diffentions which 
weakened the republic ; fo that he left his country in the 
enjoyment of a perfedt tranquility, at his death, by means 
of the equality he had wifely introduced, and the juft ba¬ 
lance he had fett led between all orders of men in the republic. 

Rome may be faid to have, furniflied the world with many 
noble patterns of probity, but none perhaps more perfect 
than that of the incomparable Camillas. 

The Hemic? were the firft enemies that difturbed the peace The Ro- 
which Rome now enjoyed. Encouraged by the diftrefled man s de¬ 
foliation to which the plague had reduced the Remans , they feated by 
revolted, and attacked the territory of the republic. Genu- the Her¬ 
ons, the firft plebeian who had ever been conful, was fent »«> who 
again# them with an army ; but he fell into an ambufeade, 
in which his troops abandoned him, and he was killed, quered by 

jQppius 

Claudius . 


are con- 


Hereupon it was refolved to create a dictator. Servilius, th 

/% • • .■* l 1 . .1 *» • t » y 


App 

the molt inveterate enemy of the plebeian party, that he 
night repair the Ioffes which the republic had fuftained by 
the mi (management of a plebeian conful *. The dictator, 
with a new army, marched againft the Heimici ; and, after 
?n okrinnte battle, defeated them, and purfued them to 
their camp, which, night coming on, he could not then at¬ 
tempt to force ; and the next morning the Ro?na?is found it 
abandoned. This victory is faid to have coft the Romans a 
fourth part of their army, and a great number of knights. 
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Year of 
Rome 46 
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railed to the rank of conful, by the plebeians ; and 
with him C. Sulpichts , furnamed Peticus. The two coniuls 
entered the enemy’s country together, and took Fercntium , Fcrentlum 
formerly a city of the Vclfci , but iince given up to the Her- 
vici by the Romans. After the furrencler of this place, they 
took the road to Rome ; but, when they came to Tybur, they 


taken. 


gates of that city fhu 


were furprized to find th 
them ; and, upon enquiry, found that the Tyhnrtcs were in. 
ecrct alliance with the Gauls , who were again in motion, 
1 lie apprehcnflon of a war with fo formidable an enemy. 
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tins was nominated to that dignity, a 
Cornelius L o be his general of the boric. 


O 


made them determine to create a di&ator. T. QuintiliusPen- 
tins was nominated to that dignity, and he appointed Cn 
Cornelius L o be his general of the boric. While the Roman'. 
were preparing for the war, the Gauls advanced as far as the 
banks of the Anio, within three miles of Rome. The Ro¬ 
man army, under the command of the dictator, advanced to 
meet them, and encamped on the oppofite bank of the 
river. A bridge was between them, which became the place 
of feveral combats between the champions of both armies. 
Among others, a Gaul of gigantic ftature, and fierce a'peel, 
advancing upon the bridge, cried out, with a loud voice, 
Let the braved man in the Roman army enter the lijis with me : 
the fuccefs of our combat Jhall determine zvhicb is the mojl valiant 
-nation. Not a Roman offered to accept the challenge, till 
young Manlius , the foil of him who faved the capitol, touched 
with the affront offered to the Roman name, begged the dic¬ 
tator’s leave to encounter the Gaul. His requeft being 
granted, he changed his round buckler, which he wore as a 


Roman knight, for a fquare one, and took a fhort fvvord. 
That of the Gaul was very long and heavy. Manlius , par¬ 
rying the firff blow that was aimed at him, doled in with 
his adverfary, before he could recover himfelf, and ffabbed 
him in two places. The Gaul fell: Manlius cut off' his 
head, and, without troubling himfelf about the reft of his 
fpoils, only tore a golden collar from his neck, and, bloody 
as it was, put it about his own, in token of victory. Hence ho 
got the furname oi'Torquatus , which he tranfmitted to his po- 
fterity. The event of this combat l'o difeouraged die GW;, 
that they abandoned their camp in the night, and retired into 
Campania f. 

'The two confuls for the next year, C. Peetilius Liho , and 
M. Fabhts Ambujlus , were ordered, the former to go and pu- 
nifh the Tyburtes , and the latter to march againft the Her- 
rdci , who ftill perfifted in their revolt. They had no fooner 
left Rome but the Gauls appeared again, and advanced fo near 
the city that they blocked up the gate Collina. The fenate, 
not chafing to recall either of the confuls, deffred them to 


Fcruilius name a dictator. 
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dictator, 
ci e feat s 
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and Her- 
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t dictator. They made choice of Servilius Ahalu , 
arming all the young men that were left hi Rome, 


MCI. 


came to an engagement with the Gauls under the very walls 
of the cit/, and defeated them with great flaughter. They 
tied to Tybur , and took fh titer there, notwithstanding the 
conful Pat Hi as* s endeavour to intercept and cut them oft. 
Fainas, on his fide, fought the Hernici with fuccefs, and 
C V c j v. *.1 i l"l t (. 11 A iTl in a general action. Thus was the republic 
this year victorious on all fides. Servilius declined the bo¬ 


ded ined the ho¬ 


nours of a triumph, and, on his return to Rome , abdicated 
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?be dictatorfhip. Patitius had a triumph j and his collegue, 

Fabius, an ovation X. 

The next year, the Tyburtes came, in the dead of the night, The Hei 
to the very gates of Rome, and alarmed the city with an ap- nici fub- 
preheniion that the Gauls were come again. They were eafily dued. 
-cpulfed the next day. The confuls for the following year 
were C. Fabius Jmbujlus and C. Plautim Proculus. The latter 


Her 


Tarquinienfe 
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tcred the Roman territory in arms, was defeated by them. 
This difadvantage was followed by a new alarm from the 

e plain of Preenefte , and 
had "advanced within ten miles of Rome. The Latines , very 
fcafonably, renewed their alliance, and furnifhed fuch a body 
of troops, that the republic, with this reinforcement, was 
able to make head againft all her enemies. As the two con¬ 
fuls were employed elfewhere, Sulpicius, furnamed Peticus , 
was created dictator, to conduct the war againft the Gauls. 
He named M. Valerius his general of the horfe, and marched 
againft the enemy with the beft legions of the two confuiar 
armies. Both fules were impatient to come to a battle ; but 
the di&ator, knowing that the Gauls muft foon be diftrefied 
for want of provifion, reftrained the impetuofity of his troops 
as long as he could, till at length they openly declared, that 
they would either attack the enemy without his leave, or 
quit the camp, and march back to Rome. Sulpicius , to quiet 
his foldiers, was forced to engage the Gauls the next day. 


c? J / '/ J 

ended in favour of the Romans. The 


Sulp 


cut to pieces. Sulpicius was honoured with a triumph ; after defeats 
which he refigned the dictatorfhip, and the government re- the Gauls „ 
turned into the hands of the two confuls for the year. Du¬ 
ring their adminiftration, a law was pafted againft canvaffing 
for votes at elections. 


Inder the fucceeding confuls, C. Marti us Rutilus , and 
Ln. Manlius Jmperiofus , the intereft of money, which before 
was arbitrary, was fettled at one per cent. A law was like- 
wife made againft holding the comitia for elections any where 
but at Rome , in order to guard againft the influence of the 
nuhtary people, particularly the confu’ 
think of afiembling them in the camp. 

The two confuls for the following year, M. Fabius Vrabuf- W, 
(//;, and M.Popiims Lanas, were employed \ thefirft againft ft' 
the lybnrtes , who, not appearing in the field, had their coun- / 

fi*r. 1 1 •» 1 1 1.1 1 * n y - ■ • J 


ftiould 


Ta !•— 


try ravaged and plundered ; and the latter againft the Falijci quin 
"nd Far qv.inienfes, over whom he gained tome advantage ; but a? 
il lletruria taking up arms againft him, he was obliged to- . 
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retire *. Upon his retreat, a numerous army of Hetrumns 
advanced within a few miles of Rome. This obliged theita 
mans to have recourfe to a didtator. The conful Papil'm 
who was himfelf a plebeian, in the abfence of his college* 
pitched upon C. Marthis Rutilus , the plebeian conful for the 
1 aft year; and he like wife chole a plebeian, C. Piautius Pro- 

7 r 1 • : ^ * 1 1 C r l ~' 1 . • • f • , . 


cuius , 


fci 


r his general of the horfe. The patricians, hi<*hlv 
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provoked at thefe promotions, did all they could to prevent 
ins, dicta- the didtator from havin 


tor. 


neceffary for the war. 



fuch things decreed him as were 


ut the people, on the other hand, 
haftened the preparations with fuch difpatch, that the dicta¬ 
tor was able to take the field even earlier than ufual. He 
marched ftrait to the enemy’s camp, and furprifed and forced 
it; nothing being able to withftand the Roman foldiery, un- 


over tne 

Hctr'irU 


tins. 


der the condudt of the firft plebeian that had ever been railed 
to the high office of didtator. We are not told what 
Triumphs number of Hetrurians perifhed in the battle ; but if we may 

judge by the prifoners, who did not amount to lefs than 

eight thoufand, it muft have been prodigious. This vidtory 
well deferved the honour of a triumph, and accordingly 
Martha had it, in fpite of the oppofition of the jealous pa¬ 
tricians f. 

This adminiftration was fuccceded by a fhort interreg¬ 
num, during which the ftate was governed by fix patricians, 
who, when the election of new confuls came on, managed 
fo well, that two patricians, C. Sulpicius Potitus , and M. Va¬ 
lerius Poplicola , were chofen ; though, for the laft eleven years, 

^ 1 1 t 1 * 1“* | . M 

J he tribunes 


one 


of the confuls had always been a plebeian 
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exclaimed againft this election, as contrary to the laws ; but 
they were over-ruled. The confuls of this year did nothing 
worth mentioning, except their taking of Empulum from the 


Ty buries. When the time came for new elections, they de¬ 
clared that they would not refign their dignity into any hands 
hut thofe of the fenate and patricians, from whom they rer 

This occafioned fuch difputes, that the people 
protected they would leave Rome. ; and feme of them did ac¬ 
tually tro. Not\ 


ceived it. 


nil 



y 


j. you 


and 


7 arquinienfes ; the former of whom were totally fubdued by 
Fa If ha , and the latter defeated in a bloody battle by 

Thefe vidtories sained the Romans luch 


mis. 


ike 0 a 


reputation 

among the nations of Italy , that the Samnites font an embaffy 

niics enter to p r0 p 0 f e an alliance with the republic. This offer 


was 


into anal- agreed to ; the Sammies engaging to furnifh the republic with 

troops when required ; and the Romans promifing to protect 


iiance 


wiihRom. them againff their enemies. 


* Liv. 1. vii. c. 17, 

t Ibjd. Oror. 1 . iii. c. 5 . Eutrop. 1 . ii. Fall* Caplt. 




OF THE WORLD. 157 

% 

The confuls for the next year* C. Sulpicius Potitus , and M. 

ValeriusPoplicola, were again patricians. The former marched 
a0 . a } n ft the Tarquinienfes , and the latter againft the Volfci, 

who were again in motion. But they had fcarce taken the 

held when Valerius was recalled to nominate a dictator, the 

fenate being informed by Sulpicius , that the Carites were dif- 

nofed to take part with the Tarquinienfes , and that the Falifci Manlius 

had already joined them. Valerius named T. Manlius Tor- Torquatus 

quatus to the didtatorfhip, though he had never been conful; dictator. 

a nccellary ftep to that fupreme dignity. The new dilator 

was preparing to march againft the Ceentcs , when they, fen- The Gee- 


Torquatus 


rites fub- 


puties to implore the clemency of the Romans. A truce was mit. 
o-ranted them for an hundred years, in confideration of their 
havine - received the veftals when Rome was taken by the Gauls. 


Falifci: but they 

not appearing, he laid their country wafte, and returned to 
Rome. The didlatorfhip and the confulate expiring to- 

The difoutes about the 


An inter- 


gether, an inter-regnum enfued. 
next election ran fo"high, that there was danger of an open regnum 
revolt of the people. The patricians, to fatisfy them, iuf- 


X 

Marti us 


Valerius Pop l, 


” I- ' ' 

eledfed confuls. 

The firft care of the new confuls was to regulate the pay- The pay¬ 
ment of debts, the only obftrudtion now to a perfect union ment of 
of the patricians and plebians. They no longer confidered debts re- 
the relief of the debtors as a private affair, but as a general gulated. 
concern to the public, and therefore chofe out five men of 
known probity, and great experience, to take an account of 
all the debts of the plebeians. Thefe five were called ban¬ 
ker r, and had the command of the public treafury to enable 
them to difeharge their commiffion; which they did to the 
fatisfadtion of both parties. Thofe who, out of floth and 
idlenels, had plunged themfelves into debts, either borrowed 
money of thefe bankers, giving the treafury fecupty for it, 
or depofited the value of their debts in their creditors hands 
in effects, which were valued by the bankers. By this means 
the greateft part of the debtors were relieved, without doing 
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injury to anyperfon, and with little lofs to the public. 


they 


The Romans , taking the opportunity of the peace 
now enjoyed, fixed a day for the comitia to proceed to the 
election of new cenfors. Hitherto, none but the moft ii* 
luftrious patricians had ever enjoyed this dignity : but C. 

Marcius Rutilus , thinking himfelr, though a plebeian, quali¬ 
fied for any poft in the republic, after he had been twice con¬ 
ful, and once dictator, ftood candidate for this office 5 and, in 
fpite of all the oppofition of the nobles, was elected with Cn. The cen- 
Manlius , a patrician. Ovitius , one of the tribunes of the forfhip 
eople, to give a new luftre to an office to which a plebeian opened to 

ad, for the firft time, juft been prQoioted, propof-d a law, the pie- 

depriving beians. 
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depriving the conful-s of the prerogative of filling up the 
fenate, and lodging this power in the cenfors. The lav/ 
palled ; and, what is very extraordinary, this important 
change was made in the republic without the leaft difturb- 
ance. 

M. Popilius Lams , a plebeian; and L. Cornelius Scifa 
were the next confute. This laft falling lick loon after his 
ele&ion, the plebeian conful, to the great mortification of 
the nobility, became foie general of the Roman troops* 
The Gauls at this time having entered Latlum anew, were 
advancing towards Ro?ne. Popilius ordered levies to be made; 
and fo great a number of foldiers inlifted on this occafion, 
that two armies were immediately raifed; one to guard the 
city, under the command of M. Valerius Poplicola, who was 
then praetor, and the firft in that employment who v/as feen 
at the head of an army. Popilius , with the other, marched 
againft the Gauls , whom, with fome difficulty, he defeated, 
and then plundered their camp. He himfelf was wounded 
in the battle with a javelin. He was decreed a triumph at 
his return to Rome ; but his wound hindered his enjoying it 
juft then. As his collegue, Scipio , continued likewife indif- 
pofed, the fenate defired the two confute to name a dictator, 
to prefide at the approaching election. They made choice 
of L. Furius Camillus , fon of the great Camillus . The dicta¬ 
tor himfelf was chofen for one of the confute; and Mpius 
Claudius, furnamed CraJJus, another patrician was appointed 
his collegue +. 

In the beginning of their confulate, the Gauls , who, in 
their late defeat, had fled for refuge to the hills of Alba, ap¬ 
peared again in great numbers on the fea-coaft of Latiurn , and 
plundered that country, from the mouth of the Fiber up to 
Antium. Appius dying, the care of driving away thefe dan¬ 
gerous enemies was left to Camillas , whole very name was 
an omen of fuccefs in a war with the Gauls. While the two 
armies lay obferving each other, a fierce Gaul, remarkable 
both for his ftature and the riehnefs of his armour, challenged 
the braveft man in the Roman legions to a fingle combat. 
M. Valerius , a legionary tribune, accepted the challenge, 
and killed his enemy. Whiift Valentis was preparing tollnp 
him, the Gauls poured in upon him, and the Romans haften- 
ingto the.affiftance of their countrymen, a general battle en¬ 
tered, in which the Gauls were entirely defeated. Thefe 
who efcaped, took their way through the country of the 
Volfci, and, entering Campania , crofted the plains of Falcr- 
num , penetrated as far as Apulia , and retired to the coafts of 
the Adriatic fea. 

The time for electing new confute coming round, before 
Camillus, who thought it neceftary to remain a while on the 
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roafl of Latum , to watch fome Greek pirates who hovered 
about there, could return to Rome , he was obliged to nomi¬ 
nate a dictator to prelide in the coonitia. The perfon he pro¬ 
moted to that dignity was the famous Manlius Torquatus , Manlius 
w ho charmed with the exploit of Valerius , fo much refem- Torquatus 
bling his own, and having great influence in the elections, dictator, 
prevailed with the people to chufe him one of the confuls. Year of 
tho’ he was but twenty-three years of age, and too young Rome^\$. 
even to have a place in the fenate. His collegue was Popi- 

lius Lanas. 

Whilft the Romans enjoyed a profound peace both at home 
and abroad, under the adminiftration of thefe two confuls, 
ambafladors came from Carthage to Rome. The Cart bag mi- A treaty 
ans were the firft nation the Romans were acquainted with with Car- 
out of Italy , and with whom they entered into a treaty, rc- thage . 
] a ting chiefly to navigation and commerce, as early as the 
fbft year after the expulfion of the Tarquins. The negotiat¬ 
ing of this treaty was the whole employment of the prefent 
confuls. They were fucceeded by C. Plautius Hypfaus , and 
T. Manlius Torquatus , who had been twice dictator, but was 
now for the firlt time conful. During this confulate, the re¬ 
public enjoyed a profound peace. The intereft of money 
was reduced to one half^r cent, and debtors were allowed, 
on paying down one fourth of their debts, three years to dis¬ 
charge the remainder, by annual and equal payments. A 
new war broke out during the adminiftration of the fucceed- 
ing confuls ; Valerius Corvtts, the conqueror of the champion 
of the Gauls , now a fecond time conful; and C. Petilius Li- 
bo. Valerius defeated the enemy, took from them Satricum , The J'ol- 
and burnt it, fparing only the temple of the goddefs Matu-fd de- 
ta%. He was honoured with a triumph, in which four thou- featedand 
land captives marched before his chariot. In this confulate, Satricum 
the fecular games, inftituted in the year of Rome 297, were taken, 
celebrated the fecond time. The next year’s confuls, M. 

Fabilis Dorfo , and S. Sulpicius Camerinus , named L. Furius 
Camillas dictator a fecond time, on occalion of a war with a 
llew enemy, the Aurunci , a petty nation near the confines of 
Latium , on the coaft of the Tyrrhenian lea. Furius over- M. Furius 
threw them, and, at his return, built a temple, which he over- 
had vowed during the battle, to Juno Moneta. The next throws the 
year, P. Valerius was appointed dictator for the folemniza- Aurunci. 
tion of the feftival called ferice Latina. 

M. Valerius Corvus , and Cornelius Cojfus , were chofen 
confuls for the next Year. During their adminiftration, the 
friendfliip between the Romans and the Samnites was, on a 
ludden, changed into a violent and lafting hatred. The oc- 
cafion of it was this. The Sidicini , a People of Aufonia , be¬ 
ing attacked by the Samnites , and not able to defend them- 
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fe to the people of Campania , who took up 
of the war arms, as well to aflift their injured neighbours, as to guard 
with the again ft the farther progrefs of a powerful enemy, which they 
Samnites. themfelvcs had great rcafon to fear. Hereupon the Samnitut, 
Year of having a profpcdl of greater advantages in the conqueft n f 
Rome 420. the Campanians , than in that of the Sidicini , turned their arms 

againft the former, and, after defeating them in two pitched 
battles, threatened to benege the city of Capua , their metro. 

4. x i • t • rt r . » , i‘ . 1 H’ v. 

one. 


polis. 


Cap 


The Cam¬ 
panians 

iurrender 
them- 
felves and 
country to 
the Ro¬ 
mans. 


to impiore one <uiul<uu. u ui me republic. I he fenate an- 
fwered, that they thought them worthy of the protection oi' 

the Romans , but that they could not take arms for them, con- 
fiftent with their antient friendfiiip for the Samnites , whom 
they would however defirc to put an end to their hoftilities. 
The deputies of Capua had hitherto fpoken only of an alli¬ 
ance and confederacy with the Romans 3 but now, purfuant 
to the powers with which they had been inve " 
this farther declaration : Since the Romans 



cfore , all cur loti 
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Theconfcnpt fathers, thinking this donation of too much 
confequence to be flighted, immediately dilpatched ambaffa- 
dors to defire the * Samnites, as friends, to ip are a province tint 
belonged to Rente. The Sa?m;itrs> in Head of paying any re¬ 
gard to this meflage, fent for the commanders of their troops, 

in the prefence of the Roman ambafiadors, onit'ieil 


£ 


nd. 


Camp 


this intuit filled 


both the people arid fenate with indignation. War was fo- 
War de- lemnly declared againft tile Samnites. Two armies were 
dared a- raifed j one of which, under the command of the brave 
gain ft the lerius, was ordered into Campania, whilft Cornelius^ with the 
Samnites, other, carried the war into Samniian. Valerius and the Sun¬ 
nites engaged with pretty equal numbers, and the victory 
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was long difputed, till Valerius , throwing himfelf into 
midft of the Sajnnltes cohorts, bid ills legions follow him. 
This bold action turned the fcale at once. From this mo- 
defeated ment a dreadful havock enfued: the dead lay in heap? 

by Valeri - 
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ground. 
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knew by the next day that they had gained the victory, was, 
that the Samnites had abandoned their camp in the night J. 
Whilft Valerius was thus flgnalizing his valour in Campa- 
his collegue, Cornelius , brought his 


arms - into 


army into great 

danger in Samnium , by imprudently leaving an advantageous 
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poft where he was encamped, and marching his troops great dan- 
through a mountainous country into a foreft, out of which ger. 
there was no way but through a valley, which, as well as 
the wood, was lined with enemies. P. Dccius Mus , who 
was then only a legionary tribune, and who afterwards iig- 
nalized his love for his country in an eminent manner, for¬ 
tunately extricated him from this danger by a happy ftrata- 
gem. Obfcrving at a diftance an eminence which com¬ 
manded the camp of the Samnites , and which had been neg- 
le&ed by them, he propofed to the conful, that he might be 
detached with a fmall body to take pofleffion of it. IVben 
you fee me pofled there , added he, be tender no apprehenftons of the 
enemy , but continue your march. Cornelius approved of the de- 
fign. Dccius was not perceived till he and his foldiers were Deems 
actually climbing up the rock. The Samnites were in fuch Mus ex- 
furprize, that they knew not whether they fhould attack the tricates 
conful or Decius. While they were in this fufpenfe. Come- him. 

Uus marched out of the valley without moleftation. Decius 
remained polled on the hill till the middle of the night, and 
then, having before agreed with his men to cut their way 
through the enemy, if they could not efcape otherwife, he 
put himfelf at the head of his troop, and marched down the 
rock in great filence. They had got half way through the 
enemy’s camp, when a Roman foldier, ftriking his foot 
againll the buckler of a Samnite , awaked a centinel, who* 
gave the alarm in that quarter. The Samnites , not yet 
knowing what the matter was, ran to arms in ftrange con- 
fuiion ; which Decius obferving, he ordered his men to give 
a great fliout. This redoubled the confirmation of the Sam- 
nites ; which the Rottians taking advantage of, gained the 
plain, joined the army under Cornelius , whom he advifed to 
march away immediately, and furprife the enemy’s camp; 

The conful did fo. He found the Samnites fcattered, as 
Decius imagined they would be, and purfued them to their Cornelius 
camp, which he took and plundered, after having cut to defeats 
pieces above thirty thoufand of them. Decius was honoured, the Sam- 
both by his general and his fellow-foldiers, with all the mi- n ites y 
litary rewards that were ever given to a fubaltern. This 
campaign did not end with this vidtory; for Valerius _ like- w ho are 
wife overthrew the Samnites , who had recruited, with fo conquered 
great (laughter, that, we are told, his foldiers brought him again by 
forty thoufand of the enemy’s bucklers, together with an Valerius* 
hundred and twenty of their ftandards. Both confuls re¬ 
turned to Rome , and were honoured with a triumph. This 
year ended with a cenfus j by which it appeared, that the 
number of Romans able to bear arms amounted to one hun¬ 
dred and fixty thoufand. 

The next year Prwcrnum revolted, but was quickly re¬ 
duced by C. Plautius Hyp feus, now the fecond time conful. 

His collegue, L. JEmilius , laid wafte the country of the Sam - 
nites, who were fo weakened by their two late overthrows., 

Vol.IV. M that 
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that they were glad to.fue for peace and an alliance with 
The Sidi- Rowe; which was granted. The Sidiceni and Campanians 
cini, Cam- joined the Latincs, and an army of thefe three united nations 
panians, entered Samnium, and laid all wafte before them : but as 
and La- they could not bring the Samnites to a battle, they foon re* 
tines, unite tired for want of provifions. 

againftthe In the beginning of the confulate of the famous Manlius 
republic. Torquatus, and Decius Mas, the former of whom was a 

patrician, and the latter a plebeian, Alexander, king of 
Alexander £pj rus * a nd brother to Olympia , the mother of Alexander the 

king of Great, came into Italy, on the invitation of the Tar entires, 
Epirus , to a ffift them againfl the Brutians . This prince hoped to 
comes to have fubdued all Italy with the fame eafe as his nephew had 
Italy. reduced Perfia: but he was foon made fenfible of his miftake, 

and found it necefi'ary to court the friendfhip of the Romans 
in particular, with whom he concluded an alliance *. Af¬ 
ter this the two confuls made it their whole bufmefs to pre¬ 
vent the revolt of the Latincs ; and, to this end, ten of the 
Latin chiefs were fummoned to appear at Rome, and give an 
The Ro- account of their preparations for war. The Latincs fent 

them; and they demanded, as a condition of renewing the 
alliance between the two nations, that one of the con fids, and 
half of the fenate, foil Id, for the future, be chofen out of the La- 

theLatines tines. This demand was rejected with indignation, and war 

was immediately declared. Two armies were railed, which 
encamped in Campania, at the foot of Mount Vcfuvius , at a 
fniall diitance from the enemy’s camp. The night before 
the battle, both confuls are faid to have dreamed the fame 
dream : That a man of gigantic Jlatare appeared to them, and 
told them, that the vittory was decreed to that army ivhofc general 


mans 
inarch 
againft 


fhould devote hittifelf to the Dii Manes, 
two confuls communicated this dream to each other. 


When it was day, the 

Per¬ 


haps they had courage enough to feign an apparition, which 
muft colt one or other of them his life, purely to raife the 
courage of their foldiers. Hereupon it was agreed, in a 
council of war, that Manlius fhould command the right 
wing, and Decius the left; and, that he, whofe troops fhould 
firfl give way, fhould devote himfelf to fave his country, and 
rufh into the midft of the enemy’s battalions. It was like- 
wife determined, in the fame council, that the antient difei- 
pline fhould be ftridlly obferved in the prefent war, and that 
no officer or foldier mould dare to fight the enemy without 
exprefs orders, or out of his rank, upon pain of death. 

Soon after the proclamation of thefe orders, young Man¬ 
lius, the confuFs fon, being fent at the head of a detachment 
of horfe to obferve the enemy’s motions, met an advanced 
fquadron of the enemy, commanded by one Geminius Me- 
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tins who, knowing the conful’s fon, challenged him to a 
fingle combat. Manlius , piqued in point of honour, and Manlius's 
forgetting the late orders of the generals, engaged and killed fon en- 
him. Then, {tripping him of his armour, he returned to counters 
the camp, and going nrait to his father’s tent accofted him and kills 
thus: Father , 1 have followed your exa?nple: I ivas challenged , a Latin 
like you , by an infulting enemy ; and here lay his foils at your feet, champion 
The conful, at thefe words, turning his hack upon his fon, 
ordered the troops to be immediately aflembled, and, in their 
prefence, made him this reply: Since you , Titus Manlius, 
have been fo rajh as to fight the enemy without my orders , you mujl 
expiate your crime yourfielfi. You have indeed conquered, and there¬ 
fore dejerve to he rewarded. But your clifiobedience mujl be pu¬ 
rified with the utjnojl feverity. How could you defipifie the autho¬ 
rity both of a father and a confid f How could you break through 
that difeipline , to the ft rift obfcrvance of which Rome has hitherto 
owed her prefervation f Hard is the nccejfiy you reduce me to 
when you force me either to forget , that 1 am a father , or that I 
am a judge. But neither your grief nor mine Jhall prevail over 
the fidelity 1 owe my country. IVe fall be a 7 nelancholy example 
to pofterity , but a wholefome precedent to the Roman youth. In 
yen 1 lofe a fon endeared to me by the tender affeftion of a father , 
and by your late vi ftory. But , alas ! fince I mufi either efablijh 
the conjidar authority by a rigorous aft of juftice^ or weaken it by 
your impunity , d.ie as bravely as you have conquered. If you have 
hut one drop of the Manlian blood in your veins , you will not re¬ 
fill fie to repair the breach you have made in the military difeipline by 
undergoing the pun;foment due to your offence. Thisfaid, he fir ft 
crowned his fon as victor, and then ordered the lidtors to tie 
him to the {lake, and {trike off his head. Ail prefent were 
ftunned, as if this fentence had been pronounced againit but is put 
themfelvcs. They covered the dead body with the fpoils of to death 
the conquered enemy, and expreft'ed their affliction by the by his fa- 
1110ft pompous obfequies they could poftibly perform in the ther for 
field. It is fcarce to be imagined how tradtable this feve- fighting 
rity of Manlius made his army for the future. To it he without 
owed, in a great meafure, the victory he gained a few days orders, 
after *. 

The two armies engaged with pretty equal numbers; and, 
as their manner of fighting was exadtly fimilar, neither had 
any advantage for fome time ; but, at length, the left wing 
of the Romans gave way. Decius then remembring his agree- Dedus 
ment with his collegue, called out to Valerius , the pontifex Mus de- 
maximus , to perform on him the ceremony of confecration, votes him* 
that he might devote himfelf in due form. Valerius ordered felf. 
him to quit his military habit, and put on the robe wore in 
the fenate. Then he covered his head with a veil, ordered 


* Liv, 1 . viii, c. 7, Flor. 1 . i. c. 14. Zonar, l t vi, c. 16. 
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him to put forth his hand under his robe to his chin, and 
flanding with both his feet upon his javelin, to repeat after 
him the following words: O Janus, Jupiter, Mars, Romu¬ 
lus, Bellona, and ye Lares and NovCnliles ! O all ye heroes 
iuho dwell in heaven , and all ye gods , who rule over us and our 
enemies j efpecially ye gods of hell! I honour you, invoke you, and 
humbly intreat you , to profper the arms of the Romans ■> and to 
transfer all fear and terror from them to their enemies : and I do, 
for the fafety of the Roman people , and their legions, devote my- 
felf\ and with myf'lfthe army and auxiliaries of the enemy, to 
the infernal gods, and the goddefs of the earth. Dedits then or¬ 
dered his Jietors to go and acquaint his collegue, that he had 
devoted himfelf for the fafety of the army. Then, tucking 
up his robe, and girding it round him, he mounted his horfe, 
and rode full fpeed into the thickeft of the enemy's battali¬ 
ons, where a fhower of darts foon ended his days. The 
death of the conful gave new courage to the Romans, Now, 
grown furious, they attacked the enemy] with irrefiftible 
torce, and made fo terrible a daughter of them, that fcarce 
a fourth part cf their army remained alive. Thofe who 
efcaped, fled to the Minturna , a little above the mouth of 
the Litis. There they recruited, and afterwards took the 
road to Capua , determined once more to try their fortune. 
But Manlius met them, defeated them again, and then en¬ 
tered Latium , and laid that country watte. All the Latin 
cities furrendered at diferetion, as did Pivernum , in the ter¬ 
ritory of the Volfci ; and all Campania, together with its 
capital, Capua , was brought into fubjection to its former 

matters. 

Manlius foon after fell Tick ; and as a Roman general was 
wanted in the field to oppole fome frefh incurlions of the 
Antiatcs, he nominated L. Papirius CraJJus , then praetor, to 
the didtatorfhip. Papirius kept his troops fome months in the 
enemy’s country upon free-quarter, and then returned to 
Rome , to prefide at the election of confuls for the next year, 
when Publius, a plebeian, and Tib. Mmilius , a patrician, 

were chofen. During their adminiftration, the Latines re¬ 
volted, and formed two armies. Publilius, luccceding in an 
expedition againft one of them, was honoured with a tri¬ 
umph ; but Mmilius, who had not been lb fortunate, was 
refufed that diftinction ; which fo incenlcd him, that no tri¬ 
bune of the people ever inveighed more bitterly againft the 
nobility than the patrician-conful did on this occafton. 
Hereupon the fenate, to prevent difturbances, ordered him 
to name a dictator. Mmilius obeyed but, in revenge, 
named his plebeian collegue; who appointed Brutus Scava, 
another plebeian, to be his general of horfe. 'The dictator, 
who was entirely devoted to the people, employed all his 
power and influence to ettablifli their rights on a folid foun¬ 
dation. This he effected by three laws, which he either 
made or revived. Thejirft was, That the decrees made by 
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the people, at the requeft of their tribunes, fhould bind all 
the iiibjedls of the republic in general. The fecond, that 
the laws which were to be pafled by the centuries, fhould be 
Hrff approved by the fenate, and that the people fhould put 
the lalt hand to them. The third law was. That one of the 
cenfors fhould always be a plebeian*. The fenate, to 
pique Mmilius, ordered the next year’s confuls, L. Furi- 
us Camillas, grandfon to the great Camillas, and C. Manias, 
a plebeian, to put an end to the war which he had left unfi- 
nifhed; and, that the new confuls might not fail of fuccefs, 
they furnifhed them plentifully with arms, ammunition, and but are 
all things neceflary. The united forces of the Latines were fubdued, 
defeated, and all Latiimw as brought under fubjecfion. The and their 
confuls returned to Rome , and were honoured, not only with fatedeter- 
a triumph, butalfo with two equeftrian ftatues eredled in the mined. 
forum f. 

The next thing to be done was, to determine the fate of 
the conquered. As fome cities had been more criminal than 
others, it was thought proper to make a diftinefion in the 
treatment of them. Lanuvium , Ariel a, Nomentum x and Pe¬ 
dum , were made Roman municipia. Their foldiers had the 
privilege of being incorporated in the legions, and fhared all 
the advantages of the Roman foldiery, being no longer con- 
fidered in the light of auxiliaries. The Tufculans were re- 
flored to the enjoyment of their antient privileges. Vilitra was 
razed, and its fenate and inhabitants were removed to another 
city beyond the Tiber. The Antiates were allowed the free¬ 
dom of Roman citizens. The inhabitants of Tybur and Prcs- 
ncjk were deprived of all their lands; and, laftly, all the La- 
tines .i without exception, were forbid to affemble their diets; 
to marry out of their refpe&ive tribes, or to have common 
markets or fairs for trade. As for the cities of Campania , 
their lands were taken from them, and divided among the 
Romans. Thus were the two moft powerful provinces of 
Italy lubdued by the republic ; and the Latines, from allies 
of Rome , made her fuhje£ls^ . 

T he next year, Publllius , though a plebeian, obtained the A plebex- 
pnetorfhip ; the only great dignity which the plebeians had anpnetoi. 
not before fhared with the nobility. The confuls of the 
following year led an army againft the Sidicini and Aufones , The Sidi- 
and defeated them. The year after, their metropolis, Ca- c ini and 
la, was taken, and an army marched againfl the Sidicini ; Aufones 
but before thefe lad could be fubdued, the year of the pre- conquer’d', 
font confulfhip expiring, and the confuls being returned to Year of 
Rome fox the election of new ones, a report prevailed, that Romc^te. 
the Sidicini had afTcmbled a very formidable army, and were 4 


i'iv. I.viii. c. 12. f Ibid. Eutrop. 1 . ii. Fall. Cnpit. 
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joined by the Samnites. . Upon this, P. Cornelius Rufinus was 
named di£tator, and appointed to march againft them: but 
the augurs having found fome defect in the circumftances of 
his nomination, he was obliged to abdicate. The next year 
the forces were transferred to h. Papirius Curfor and C. Pie- 
Two new till us Libo Vifolus , who completed the reduction of the 6’/VZr- 

ri. The numbers of Reman citizens being greatly increafed 
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reduction of the Latina , two new tribes, th 
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mans 


the Ro- Marian and Scaptian , were added to the former twenty- 

feven *. 

Whilft Rome enjoyed a perfect tranquility after the reduc¬ 
tion of the Laiines , there fprung up within her bofom a new 
fet of monfters. Several women of diftiniStion, fome fay 
three hundred and fixty, others an hundred and feventy, 
for what reafon we know not, entered into an agreement to 
get rid of their hufbands by poifon ; and took the opportu¬ 
nity of an epidemical diftemper to put their wicked defign 
in execution. People were furprifed to fee fo many men of 
note die, nearly at the fame time, and all with the lame 
fymptoms ; little dreaming of a crime fo contrary to the man¬ 
ners of the Romans , that they even had not any law againft 
it. At length, a female Have, who aflifted one of thefe fu- 
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poifon, went to j^. Fabius , who was at 
Hie, and, upon a promife of impunity, 
difeovered to him the whole myftery of the iniquity. The 
adile imparted the ferret to the confuls, and the confuls to the 
fenate; by whofe orders the Have, attended by proper offi¬ 
cers, went to the houfes of above twenty Roman ladies, who 
were all found bufy in preparing poifons. Among thefe 
were two patrician women, who being brought before the 
aflembly of the people, and there examined, maintained, 
that they had prepared only medicines for the lick, and that 
there were no poifonous ingredients in them. Upon this, 
the Have, finding herfelf fufpedled of calumny, propofcd, 
that the two ladies fhould take their own potions. They 
were ordered fo to do. They then delired firft to confer 
with their accomplices; which being granted, they all, by 
agreement, drank their own poifon, and thereby avoided a 
more cruel death. The republic aferibed this unheard of 
wickednefs to a fpirit of madnefs fent as 


n 
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by the angry gods ; 
had recourfe to a cer 


a punifhment 
nd therefore, to appeafe their wrath, 
emony formerly pratSiifed in times 
°f plagues and general calamities. This was, for a dictator 
to drive a nail into the wall of the temple of 'Jupiter Capitoli¬ 
nas. Cn. Spuiniilius was railed to that dignity only to per¬ 
form this luperftitious ceremony ; which was no fooner done 
than he rehgned his dignity, and gave way to the confulate 
°f L. Pap:nus CraJJus and L. Plant!us Venno -j. 
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The Privernates revolted in the beginning of this year ; 
but the new confuls foon reduced them, and took their ca- Privern- 
pital Privernum. While the fenate was deliberating what num taken 
the fate of the conquered city fhould be, one of the captives, 
whom Plautus had brought to the door of the fenate-houfe, 
in order to intercede the more forcibly for them, being afked 
by a fenator, who was for putting them all to death, what 
punifhment he and his fellow-captives deferved, anfwered, 
with great intrepidity. We deferve the punijhment which is due 
to men who are jealous of their liberty, and think themfelves wor¬ 
thy of it. Plautius , perceiving that this anfwer exafperated 
fome of the fenators, endeavoured to prevent the ill effects 
of it by putting a milder queftion to the prifoner. Hoiv 
would you behave, faid he, if Rome Jhould pardon you P Our 
conduct, replied the generous captive, depends upon yours. If 
the peace you grant us be an honourable one , you may depend on a 
conjlant fidelity on our parts : if the terms of it be hard, or dijho - 
nourable , lay no Jlrefs on our adherence to you. Some of the 
judges conlrrued thefe words as menaces ; but the wiferpart, 
finding in them a great deal of magnanimity, cried out, that an J d e . 
a nation whole only defire was liberty, and whofe only fear, clared a 
that of lofing it, was worthy .to become Rotnan. Accord- tnunicipi - 
ingly a decree was paffed in favour of the prifoners, and umm 
Privernum was declared a municipium *. 

A colony, which the Romans planted the next year in The Pa~ 
Fregellcc, a city on the borders of Samnium , proved the occa- l&p 0 litans 
fion of that bloody war which broke out foon afterwards invade the 
between the two nations. In the mean time, the Paleepoli- Romantev 
tans, taking advantage of the new difeontent of the Samnites, ritories. 
committed hoftilities in the Rotnan territories. Thefe people 
were originally Eubaans, who, coming into Italy, built Cu- Year of 
vice, and thence fpreading farther, founded the city of Na- Rome 4.31; 
pies , or Neapolis , that is, the Neiu City, in the neighbour¬ 
hood of a town they found ready built, and of which they 
poffeffed themfelves, calling it Paleepolis , or the Old City. 
i he Palespolitans were the firft of all the Greeks who ventu¬ 
red to attack the Romans. L. Cornelius Lentulus and Pub¬ 
lius Philo were raifed to the confulate. The latter marched 
againft the Palespolitans, and, to cut off their communication 
with Naples, from whence they had their fupplies, encamp¬ 
ed on a narrow tra£t of ground between thofe two cities. 

His eollegue, with another army, took his poff near Capua 9 
to keep the Campanians in awe. Here he received undoubted 
intelligence, that the Samnites had foiicited the inhabitants 
of Privernum, Fundi, and Formia, to revolt. Upon this, the 
fenate fent an embaffy into Samnium, to complain of a con¬ 
duct fo contrary to the faith of treaties j and even offered to 
refer their differences to the arbitration of the common 
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friends and allies of both nations. The Samnites haughtily 
replied, that they would have no arbitrators but the gods 
and their arms. Go , Remans, added thev, and tell vour con - 


fuls, J 

effula 



Our [word; will there determine which of the iujo na¬ 
tions ought to give law to the reft of Italy. The ambaffadors 
replied, that their generals would lead them whither they 
ihould think fit, and that they fhould follow them. In the 
mean while, the time for new elections drawing near, the 
fenatc, without recalling the confuls, ordered a didlator to 
be named, to preiide in the Comitia. C. Publilius Libo and 
L. Papinius Mugellanus were chofen confuls for the enfuing 
year. Thefe, putting themfelves at the head of the army 
which Cornelius had commanded, entered Somnium, and be¬ 
ing joined by the Lucanians and Apulians , two nations to 
which the Romans had hitherto been ftrangers, penetrated 
farther into the enemy’s country, ravaged their lands, and 
; took three of their cities. On the other hand, Publilius be- 

ing continued by the people at the head of the army he had 
taken. commanded the vear before, with the title of proconful, at 


The Luta- 


length, took PcLcfolis. 

This conqueft ftirred up new enemies againft the Romans 
mans en- in Great Greece. The Tarentincs artfully feduced the Lu¬ 
tes into a canians , who had gone over to the Romans , into a league 


league 


with the Samnites. In the following confulate of L. Furius 


with the Camillas and D. 'Junius Brutus , the Vejlini , a people on the 
Samnites. coaft of the Adriatic fea, took arms againft Rome , but were 

defeated by Brutus , who feized on the two cities of Cutina 
and Cingilia f. Camillus , who was to a<ft againft the Sam¬ 
nites, failing fick, named to the didfatorfhip L. PapiriusCur- 
for, who appointed j|b Fabius Rullianus to be his general of 
the horfe. The dictator took the field againft the Samnites , 
but being obliged foon after to return to Rome , on account 
of lome religious fcruples relating to the aufpices confulted 
previous to his departure, he forbad Fabius , to whom he 
left the command Gf the army, to venture a battle in his 
abfence. But Fabius, difdaining to have his hands fo tied 
up, notwithftanding the dictators prohibition, attacked the 
Samnites , and gained a complete vidlory, having killed 


p. Fabius 


engages 
the Sam- 
niies , and 
yains a 


complete 

victory. 


is con- 

♦ 

demned 
by the 
di&ator, 
but ref- 
cued by 
the foi- 


above twenty thoufand on the fpot. The dictator, haften- 
ing back, tried Fabius for this difobedience ; and, as he 
could offer nothing in his defence, Papirius ordered the lie- 
tors to ftrip him, and prepare their rods and axes. But 
while the executioners were tearing off his cloaths, he found 
means to efcapc out of their hands, and ran for flicker to 
a body of veterans. A loud fhout was immediarcly heard 
from the place whither Fabius had fled, which was anfwercd 
by the whole army. The foldiers, to a man, declared in 
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his favour : fome threatened the dictator ; others, in a fup- 
pliant manner, begged that he would fpare the life of Fa- 
\; us and not condemn all the troops in him. The dictator 
was inflexible ; the foldiers perfifted ; and confequently the 
fedition increased and grew more furious ; but night coming 
on put an end to the tumult. Fabius efcaped to Rome, where 
his father immediately get the fenate afiembled, in hopes of 
obtaining a decree in his favour. But Papirius , arriving on 
a fudden, took his place in the fenate, and ordered the lie- 
tors to feize young Fabius. In vain did the fenators inter¬ 
cede for the criminal : Papirius was inexorable. Hereupon The fa- 
the father, having no other refource, appealed to the people t h er Q f 

in comitia. There had never yet been any inftance of an Fabiusa. p- 
appeal from the fentcnce of the didtator ; but, neverthelefs, pea j s f ro ^ 

Papirius did not think fit to difallow the fuperior authority (j ie ditta- 
of the people : fo the caufe was brought before the comitia tor to t j ie 
alfcmbled in the forum. The didtator repaired thither with pecm i e< 
few attendants ; but the Fabii were efcorted by all the peo- ^ * 
pie of diftindtion in Rome. The whole aflembly was on the 
fide of the Fabii : at leaft, they pitied them, but could not 
condemn the feverity of Papirius. The Fabii cited the cafe 
of Minucius and L. Furius , who, though they had fought 
contrary to the advice of Cincinnatus and the great Camillus, 
both dictators, had not been punifhed with fuch feverity. 

The dictator, on his fide, urged the examples of Manlius and 
Brutus , who had facrifreed their own children for the public 
good. He expatiated on the evil confequences to the repub¬ 
lic of admitting appeals from the didtator to the people, ef- 
pecially in cafes of difobedience in war, and concluded with 
afking the tribunes, whether they were willing to anfwer 
thofe confequences with their heads. Thefe words threw 
both the tribunes and the people into great perplexity. The 
receiving of appeals from the fentence of the didtator would 
indeed increafe the power of the plebeians j but they were 
afraid of the confequences of fo dangerous an incroachment 
on a fovereign authority. Inftead, therefore, of taking up¬ 
on them to judge in the affair, they became interceffors for 
the criminal, humbly befeeching the dictator to pardon his 
general of the horfe. The Fabii themfelves fell proftrate at 
the didtator’s feet, and implored his clemency. 

To thefe interceflions the didtator anfwered thus : Both 
military dijeipline , and the authority of generals , are to be pre- m ■ 

krved inviolate. The temerity of Fabius expo fed both to great The dic- 
dangers ; but he has not been judged innocent j only pardon is tator, at 
ijkeclfor him. This I readily grants in deference to the Roman therequelt 
People, and to the intercejfion of their tribunes. They have not ofthepeo- 
>renounced him innocent as judges , but interceded for him as P^ e ? P ar ~ 
Fiends. Live then , Quintus Fabius, more fortunate in this dons the 
aianimous confent of all the orders of the republic to favc you , than offender. 
n the victory you lately gained. Live , Fabius, though you have 
Iqred to commit a crime , which your father him/elf, had he been 

in 
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in my place , would have expiated vjith your blood. Ton jhall fa 
again received into my favour at your pleafure. But as to the 
Roman people, to whom you ovje your life, you can never exprefs 
your gratitude to them better , than by punctually and mplidth 
obeying , whether in peace or in ivar, your lawful commanders. 
Go ; you are at liberty. 

Papirius returned to the army with a new general of the 
horfe, a relation of his own. The Samnites , knowing how 
much his great feverity had indifpofed the troops againfl 
him, offered him battle. He accepted it. The Romans were 
polled fo advantageoully, that it was not poffible for them 
to be intirely defeated. Though they fought but faintly, 
the number of the llain was much greater on the fide of the 
Samnites , than on that of the Remans. From this day Pa. 
pirius changed his conduct entirely, with refpedt to his 
troops, and made himfclf as much beloved as they had be¬ 
fore diiliked, and even hated him. He foon after gave the 
the Sam- enemy a total overthrow, laid their country wafte, and re- 
*itiSo duced them to fue for peace, which he granted them, on 

condition, that they fhould cloath all his troops, give them 
a year’s pay, and get the treaty confirmed by the fenatc. 
On his return to Rome he was decreed a triumph, after 
which he prefided at the ela&ion of the new confuls, 6'. 
Sulpicius Longus and j^. Aulius Cerctonus> and then refigned 
his dignity. 

The Samnites took the field again as foon as Papirius had 
and L. quitted the didlatorfhip, and were joined by the Apulians . 

The confuls of the next year, J 9 . Fabius , who had been ge¬ 
neral of the horfe to Papirius , and L. Fulvius Corvus , came 
defeat the to a battle with them, and defeated them with great Daugh¬ 
ter. Fulvius returned to Rome , but Fabius proceeded to 
and Apu- Apulia , where his arms were attended with fuccefs. 

Samnites fued again for peace, but were refufed : upon which 
they made great preparations for carrying on the war with 
vigour, and appointed one Pontius , an able and experienced 

The Romans chofe for 


9 . fabius 


Fulvius 
Comm 


•5 


Samnites 


The 


Hans. 


Year of 

Romany. officer, to command their troops. 

confuls this year T. Veturius and Sp. Po/lhumitts, who, by a 
ftratagem of the enemy, were led through narrow denies 
tili they came at lull to that fatal fpot, fince known by the 
name of the Caiuline Forks. This place was furrounded 
with prodigioufly Iteep hills and rocks, fo covered with trees 
and briars, as to be abfolutely infurmountable, and the val- 
sx£i» armv was a perfetSt bog. There was but one way out 

fur round- which was narrow and fteep, and the Samnites had 

<td by the ^°PP e ^ U P with huge Hones and trees laid acrofs. The 
enemy confuls gave orders, to clear it ; but that was impracticable. 

They then endeavoured to retreat by the hollow way thro’ 


The Bo- 


;ny 


which they had come; but that too was blocked up with 


* Liv, 1 , ix. c. i*7» 
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hu'^e trees and ftones ; and the tops of the eminences were 
guarded all round by the enemy. In this fituation both Tides 
fpent die night. The Samnites, having the Roman army 
[ ,|ov/ in their power, deliberated what ufe they fhould make 
of this advantage. A council of war was held, in which it 
v/r.s agreed to fend to Pontius's father, Herennius , a venera¬ 
ble old man, who, in his younger days, had been at the 
head of the Samnite armies, and was now, on account of 
his great wifdom, looked upon as the oracle of that nation. 

A melfenger was difpatched to him with a letter, informing 
him of the fituation to which his fon had reduced the Roman. 
army, and defiring his advice how they fliould treat them. 

The wife old man returned this anfwer: / aclvife my fonts 
(pen a paffage for the Romans, and let them return home, with¬ 
out doing than the leaf harm. The officers, furprifed at this 
anfwer, and imagining the meffienger had mifunderftood He- 
rennius , fent again to him, and then the old man returned 
this anfwer : Tell the council , faid he, that I would not have 
them fpare the life of one Roman ; let them he all put to the 
jivord, without aiftinCtion. This ftrange difference between 
thefe two anfwers made the Samnites prefs Pontius to defire 
his father to come himfelf to the camp, and explain his 
meaning, which to them feemed quite myfterious. When 
Herennius came he told the council, that Rome was a pow¬ 
erful ftate, from whofe friendfhip they might promife them- 
felves the greateft benefit, and from whofe enmity they had 
reafon to fear the greateft misfortunes. If faid he, we gam 
her affedion by a fignal aCt of generojity, we fecure to ourJelves 
on happy and lajling tranquility. On the other hand, if we cut 
off all the flower of her youth at one blow , we fall be fafe, at 
haf for a time. In good policy, there is no medium between thefe 
| two extremes. Either fave the Romans in fuch a manner as 
| to make them your friends, or defray them fo effectually as to ren - 
! der them lefs formidable enemies. Neither of thefe methods 
was taken, but a middle one, not fo generous as the former, 
nor quite fo rigorous as the latter. 

The Romans , preffed by hunger, and feeing no profpedf of Defperate 
relief, fent a deputation to the Samnites, to defire either a condition 
peace upon equitable terms, or a battle. TVs have no battles of the Ro- 
to fight, anfwered Pontius with a haughty air, the victory is man army, 
already obtained. Net a man of your legions fall cfcape, till you 
have all been difarmed, and pafed, one by one, under the yoke. 

•his is a preliminary, which I abfo lute ly inff upon. Befide this, 
the Romans fall leave Samnium, and withdraw their colonies 
from all the cities which they have taken from us. Tell your con- 
ffls this from me, and if they do not accept the terms propofed, 
appear no more in my prefence. 

Hard and difgraccful as thefe terms were, the Romans -wees 
forced to accept them, and to give fix hundred Roman 
knights as hoftages for the performance of this convention, 

*vub this further condition, that the Samnites might cut off 

their 
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and were put into the enemy’s hands, 
peared next, and were ordered to 


The Ro- c . loal T’ an . d th 


fulfil the confuls pro- 
i knights marched out 
r under garments only, 
The two confuls ap- 
pull off their military 


p-iHes un- P a d' e d under the yoke. The inferior officers followed, ac- 
der the cording to their rank, and, at lull, the foldiers, one by one. 
L „ They were then allowed to depart, and might have reached 
' Xv " Capua the fame day, but that, partly out of di draft of the Cu- 

pttans, arul partly out of fliame to be fecit there in fo wretched 
a condition, they threw themfclves on the ground at fonie 
diftance from that city, with a defign to pafs the night there, 
without Ihelter, food, or refrelhmcnt. But the Capuans, be¬ 
ing informed of their misfortunes, immediately lent cloathes. 
The Ca~ horfes, arms, and even lictors and fafees to the confuls, and 
puans re- great plenty of provisions for the whole army ; and when, 
lieve them the next day, they drew near the city, the fenate and people 

went out to meet them with every demonftration of friend- 
fhip and kindnefs. But the confuls and their troops, over¬ 
whelmed with fhame, feemed unaffected with this friendly 
hofpitaliy, keeping their eyes fixed on the ground, and re¬ 
maining filent. The flower of the Campanian nobility ac¬ 
companied them to the frontiers of their country ; blit they 
ftill obierved the fame behaviour, and flicwed the fame de¬ 
jection of mind. 

The news of the confular army’s being furrounded by the 
enemy having reached Route, levies were railing to goto 
their affiftance : but in the mean time, the fenate receiving 
an account of the fhamc-ful peace, a flop v/as put to all far¬ 
ther preparations. The people, of their own accord, pat 
on the deepeft mourning; the courts of jufticc were neg¬ 
lected, and the fhops were fhut up; and, in fhert, the city 
was in as great conflcrnmion as the army, which, on its re- 


>, and the enfigns of their dignity. This done, thev, 
rlt of any, ftripped oft their habits, and, hail-naked 


the fidt of any, frripp 
paffed under the yoke 


yoke. 


puans re¬ 
lieve them 


»* 


accord, pat 


turn, ftole into the city by night, every one hiding himicif 
in his own houfe, and even the confuls looking upon them¬ 


fclves as difgraced, and in a manner degraded. 


They h- 


nifb.cd themfelves from public fociety, and only performed 
one function of their office, which was indifpenfable, that 
is, they named a dictator to prefide in the comitia for the 


/Far.iiius 

Papm 

dictator. 


having been found in his nomination, it was 


let a fide, and 


regnum; the whole city pm. on mourning, and grief 


pictured in every face. 


Tfc; 
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Tbs next year, Papinas Curfor and Publius Philo were Confuls 
chofen confuls ; and the fenate being ailembled, Pojihumius elected, 
-..'ncroudy propoled that he and his collegue might be deli¬ 
vered up to the enemy, in difeharge of the Caudine treaty 
which they had made; infilling, that only they two were 
bound by it, and not the Hate, which had no fhare in what 
the ,r had done. This offer was gratefully accepted; and the 
two late confuls were accordingly lent back to the Saturates , 
as their prifoners, to be dealt with as they fhould plcafe : 
but Pontius refufed to receive them, and exclaimed greatly 
a^ainft the perfidioufnefs of the Romans, who foon took the 
field again under the conduct of Papirius ; overthrew the 
Samites in feveral battles; made them all pafs under the 
yoke; recovered their towns, and freed the fix hundred hof- 
tages they land given as afecurity for their performance of the 
Caudine convention. The enemy, reduced to great diftrefs, The tribes 
obtained, with difficulty, a two year’s truce; during which, increafed 
two new tribes, the Ufentitle and the Falerine were added to a fixth 
the red, and made their number thirty-one. time. 

Little more than a year of this truce had elapfed, when the Year of 
Smnites, encouraged by feveral of their neighbours, appeared Rome 436. 
again in arms; and at the fame time the Hetrurians made 
great preparations for war To oppofe this danger, the Ro¬ 
mans created dictator L. Mtnilius , who gained a great victory 
over the enemy at Satie ula, a city which he had invefted. 

The next year Fabius Maximus was created dictator, who 
carried on the war with great fuccels againft the Samnitcs; 
took Saticula , and extended the Roman dominions confider- 
ably in thofe parts. The following year, a confpiracy d’if- 
covered at Capua occafioned the creating of another dicta¬ 
tor, C. Mamins, who foon fuppreffed that difturbance. The 
year after, the Samnite war was carried on with great vi¬ 
gor and fuccefs by the dictator C, Petadius. ‘Junius Bubulcus 
was created dictator the next year, and marched againft the 
Hitniricws ; but as they kept entirely upon the defenfive, his 
exploits were not great. In this year, Appius Claudius, being Year of 
one of the cenfors, made, at his own expence, fay s Livy, the Rome 441. 
famous caufey called the Via Appia ; an amazing work ; and 
built a noble aqueduct, by which water was brought into 
the city. The war with the Hetrurians lafted near two years, 
when Papirius, who had been created dictator, and had chofen 
Bubulcus for his general of the horfe, gave them the greateft 
overthrow they had ever yet received ; their lofs was fo The He- 
great, that they were never more able to make any confider- trurians 
able oppofition to the Romans. Four years after, Cornelius totally de- 
Scipio was created dictator, to hold the comitia for the elec- feated. 
tion of confuls, and Decius Mus was his general of the horfe. Year of 
Two years after this, the Samnitcs obtained a peace, which Rome 443. 
lulled twelve years. At the end of that time, they broke it, 
were defeated, and forced to renew their antient league with 

Rome. 
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Rome. This happened thirty-feven years after their fir ft War 
with that nation. 

Soon after this peace was concluded, the Romans turned 
their arms againft the Mqui, and chaftifed them for having 
affifted the Samnites. Other nations, bordering upon them, 
intimidated by the fubjedtion of their neighbours, fubmitted 
of their own accord, and the Reman dominions inereafed 
daily. Some, however, made fuch rcfiftance, that it was 
thought neceflary to create a dictator. Junius Bubulcus , in¬ 
verted with that high dignity, marched againft the enemies of 
the republic, with M. Yitinius , his general of the horfe, and 
in eight days returned triumphant over them. In lefs thana 
year after, the Heirurians , having joined the Umbrians , a 
people on the north of them, and the Sabines , Valerius Max¬ 
imus was created dictator. JEmilius Paulus was his general of 
the horfe. This dictator entirely broke the pov/er of the 
Heirurians , and reduced all their terri tories to the Roman fob- 


jedtion, four hundred and thirty years after the firft wars 
with them. The Umbrians were likewife much weakened, 
and loft a confiderable part of their country; the Romans 
ftill extending their dominions on ail Tides, and continually 
increafing their ftrengf h. 

Rome was no fooner at peace with foreign enemies, but 
her own fubjedfs began, as ufual, to be difiatisfied. The 
tribunes of the people complained greatly, that all the priefts 
and augurs were chofen from among the patricians ; and de¬ 
manded, that the plebeians might alfo partake of thofe of¬ 
fices. The fenate, accuftomed to yield in matters of greater 
moment, acquiefced in this. To the four chief priefts, and 
the fame number of augurs, antiently inftituted to anfwerto 
the four tribes in the city, were now added four more of 
each, and to them five more chofen out of the plebeians. 
The conful, Valerius , likewife preferred this year a law of 
appeal, amended from the old one. This was the third time 
of confirming this law fince the cxpulfion of the kings, and 
Thetribes always at the fuit of the fame family. Valerius attacked the 
inereafed JEqui , who were now in open rebellion, and foon forced 
a feventh them to fubmit. Two new tribes, the Arienis and the Ta- 
time. routine , were added the next year to the old ones, fo that 
Year of their number amounted to thirty-three. The city was alfo 
Rome 454. much inereafed; for at the next lujlrum, five years after, there 

were celled 262,322 free citizens. 

The Sam- About a year after this, the Samnltes , who had been quiet 
rites re- fix years, broke their league with the Romans. Several bat- 
volt; ties were fought, in which the former were almoft always 

worfted. But the moft memorable was that about three 
years after this laft breach, when they got the Umbrians and 
Gauls , with fome of the Heirurians , to aflift them; and re¬ 
but are ceived a fatal overthrow by the confuls Falius Maximus and 
defeated. Decius Mus, Dccius, feeing his party retire, and in danger 

of 
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«f being defeated, followed the great example of his father, Dedus 
about forty years before, and, folemnly devoting himfelf to Mus de- 
the °ods, rulhed into the midft of the enemy, recovered his votes him- 
j army, but loft his life. About two years after, Papirius , fclf. 

: f on 0 f the former, gained a complete vidtory over them, took 
! upwards of fifteen thoufand prifoners, and feveral towns, The 
and was j uftly rewarded with a fplendid triumph. The next nites iub~ 
vear, the Samnites ventured another battle, in which they de- mit. 
fcated the conful Fabius Gurges . The fenate was thereupon 
going to remove him: but his father, Fabius Maximus , to 
; p reV ent that difgrace, begged to be lieutenant to his fon. His 
I rcqueft was granted, and he procured him a great victory, 
and the honours of a triumph. The Sam?iites carried on the 
war two years longer ; but with fuch difadvantage, that, af¬ 
ter lofing their general, Pontius , who was taken and killed, 
they were obliged to fue for peace, which was granted, and 
the league was renewed with them a fourth time. 

In lei's than a year after, the Samnites revolted again, but y ear 0 f 
were punifhed with the lofs of feveral battles and more ^ r 
towns. The conful, Dentatus , triumphed over them twice ^ * 
S in one year. Two years after this, the triumviri for capital 
! matters were created, with power to imprifon and punilh all 
| malefadlors; and in the fame year 273,000 free citizens were 
I cefs’d. Three years after, the people, grievoufly opprefled 
| by their tyrannical creditors, infilled on being relieved with 
! refpect to their debts. Violent difputes arofe between them 
and the patricians, and they withdrew to the hill Janiculus. 

\ This was the third feparation of the plebeians. The fenate. Third fe- 
to appeafe this dangerous tumult, created Hortenftus die- ceffion of 
1 tator; who, with much difficulty, perfuaded them to return, the ple- 
promifmg them, that their plebefcita fhould have the force of beians. 
laws, and be binding to the whole ftate. This was called 
! the lex Hortcnfia ; though the fame had, in fa£l, been granted 
twice before. Soon after, a war was carried on with fuccefs 
againft the Lucani , one of the moft remote people of Itlay, 
who had molefted theThurini , allies of the Romans . But the 
laft of the Italian nations that made much oppofition, were 
the Tarentines, who inhabited a very large and rich city in the 
fouth-eaft part of Italy , about two hundred and forty miles from 
Rome. Their having plundered feveral Roman fhips, was the 
occafion of the war. Though they were joined by the Lu~ 
cani , the MeJJapii , the Brutii , the Apulii , and the Samnites, 
they were not able to -refill the power of the Romans ; but War witk 
were in a ftiort time fo diftrefled, that they were obliged to theTarex- 
callin Pyrrhus , king of Epirus , to their affiftance. Thus be- tints. 
gan the memorable war of the Romans with that great com- Year of 
mander; by far the moft confiderable they had ever been en- Rome 47$. 
gaged in. 

Pyrrhus , who was of a generous but ambitious temper, 
liftened readily to their invitation. He di patched Cineas , a 
e lb-jJaknLt'i i an excellent orator and a fcholar of Denwjlhev.es, 



176 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

to Tarentum , with three thoufand men, and foon after em¬ 
barked himfelf with twenty elephants, three thoufand horfe 
twenty thoufand foot, two thoufand archers, and five hun- 
Pyrrhtis dred /lingers: but meeting with a great ftorm, his /hips were 
arrives at difperfed, and fome of them loft, fo that he arrived at Ta- 
*'Tarentum, rentum with only a fmall part of his army. Obferving, on 

his arrival, how much the Tarentincs were intent upon their 
pleafures, he (hut up their places of public diverfion, called 
them to arms, and inlifted all that were fit for fervice. I u 
the mean time the reft of his troops arrived, and he received 
intelligence that the Roman confui, Lecvinus, was upon his 
march with a numerous army, wafting Lucania as he pafled. 
Upon this he drew out his forces : but before the two armies 
and pro- could meet, he fent to Lavinus , offering a mediation between 
poles a the Remans and their adverfaries. Lava,ms anfwered, that hi 
mediation neither valued him as a mediator , nor feared him as an enemy, 
which is then ordering his meffengers to be led through the camp, he 
refufed. bid them go tell their majler what they had feen. 

The two armies engaged in the plain between Pandefia and 
Heraclia. Pyrrhus’s horfe was killed under him in the midft 
of the battle; upon which he changed armour with one that 
was near him, his own being very remarkable for its rich- 
nefs. The perfon he changed with, being taken for the 
king, was killed foon after, and ftripped ; and this armour 
being carried about by the Romans as a token of Pyrrhus's 
death, ftruck fuch a terror into his foldiers, that it muft have 
loft him the vi&ory, had he not, with fome difficulty, made 
himfelf known. Whilft the battle feemed doubtful, the ele¬ 
phants were fent in among the Romans , who, furprifed at 
this fight, and their horfes being frightened at it, broke 
their ranks. Pyrrhus , taking advantage of this difordcr, 
commanded the Thejfalian cavalry to charge them, and gave 
them a total rout, with great /laughter on both fides. The 
The Ro- Romans loft near fifteen thoufand men, and eighteen hundred 
mans de- prifoners, and the other fide thirteen thoufand. Pyrrhus him- 
feared. felf was wounded. 

Pyrrhus ufed the Roman prifoners with great courtefy, ar.d 
ordered their dead to be buried. Looking at the bodies of the 
/lain, and obferving what noble and ftern countenances they 
had, and that they were all wounded before, he lifted up his 
eyes, and cried, How eafily might I conquer the worldtv ere I 
majler of fuch foldiers! After this battle, Pyrrhus , being 
joined by the auxiliary troops of the Samnites , Lucani , and 
Pyrrhus Rrutii , marched towards Rome , and advanced as far as Pra - 
advances, ne/lc, laying wafte all before him. Thinking it more advife- 

able to treat with the Romans after this victory, than to flay 
till they had recruited their forces, which they were doing 
with all poffible expedition ; and having alfo but fmall hopes 


* Plut. & Dion. Hal. 


of 
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he fent to them Cineas , a man and fends 
that Pyrrhus himfelf acknow- Cinaas to 


of being able to fubdue them, 
of fuch perfuafive eloquence, 
ledger! he had Jlormed more towns by bis tongue * than he ever did treat with 
h his arms. Cineas applied himfelf clofely to feveral of the no- the 

_no frrvm Vi i o t 4 rl w/yf/f. 


bility, with preients, 
their ladies: but he 


as from his matter, for themfelves and mans*. 
found them fo fteady and unmoved* 


that not a fingle perfon would receive any; and both men 
and women anfwered, that if a treaty were publicly concluded * 
they Should then be ready to Jhcw all due refpeft to fo great a man 

as Pyrrhus. 

C'inaas , finding that thefe methods would not do, applied 
openly to the fenate affembled ; paid them the greateft com¬ 
pliments ; and* in his matter’s name* offered to return, with¬ 
out ranfom* all that had been taken in the battle, and aflift 
the Romans to conquer all Italy , if they would only grant 
Pyrrhus and the Tarcntincs their friendfhip and alliance. 
Thefe propofals made the fenate incline to a treaty, till Ap~ 
fius Claudius , now blind and very old, being brought into the 
fenate-houfe, fo warmed the affembly by his fpeeches, that 
Cineas was difmified, and bid to tell his matter* that the Ro¬ 
mans would treat ivitb him 
ever he Jhoiild withdraw 
they ivere refolved to carry on the war with the utmojl vigor , tho* 

» ~ /* i y J • t t r* /> • . 1 • 

Cineas , at his re- 

w 

of Rome ? 


Vim about friendfhip and alliance * z 
his troops from Italy; but that, till 

I*" J • 1 I /!• 


vhen- 
ll then , 


they Should meet zviih ever fo ?nany defeats. Cineas 
turn, being a Iked by Pyrrhus , IVbat he thought 
anfwered, That the fenate appeared to him like a venerable affembip 
op fo many kings ; and that the people zvere like the hydra , whofe 
numbers incrcafed the more for being defeated ; for the conful had 
already raifed 'twice as great an army S and there zvere Jlill far 
greater numbers remaining. 


Soon after Cineas’s return, the Romans fent to Pyrrhus , to n ft- 

i r i t J ry C,, r UDTl~ 

ohrutf rnnhymnift fh/a nrnnnPrc QmnnO’ ArhPrc. I . r*si— 
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extraordinary kindnefs, and ottered him gold, affuring him, ^ rr us " 
that he meant it only as a token of his refpeft for a perfon of 
his excellencies. Fabricius , who was not to be wrought upon 
by any fuch means, beheld it with the utmoft indifference. 

The next day, Pyrrhus , to try him another way, ordered 
one of his largeft elephants, completely armed, to be placed 
behind the hangings, and, in the midft of their difeourfe, 
upon a fignal given, the tapeftry was drawn afide, and the 
elephant, railing his trunk over Fabricius* s head, made a hi¬ 
deous noife. Fabricius , though he had never feen fuch a 
creature before, was not at all afraid, but* gently turning 
about and finding, faid, Neither your gold yeferday, nor your 


great her:ft to-day , can make any ijnprcjfion upon me. Pyrrhus , 
amazed*at the greatnefs of his mind, releafed the prifoners, 
upon his promife, that if the fenate did not agree to a peace, 
they fhould return to him; which accordingly they did. Lce- 

vmus’r, colieguc* Coruneanius , triumphed this year over fome 

Vql.IV, N of 
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of the Hetrurians ; and a lujirum being performed, the nuitf* 
ber of free citizens was found to amount to 278,222. 

Year of Sulpicius Saverris , and Decius Mm , the confuls for the fol- 

Rome^j^. lowing year, were fent againft Pyrrhus. The two armies 
The Ro- met near the city of Afculum , at a place interfered by a rapid 
mans en- current of water, and fo covered with woods, that Pyrr- 
gage the bus’s cavalry was greatly incommoded, and his elephants, for 

Greeks want of fure footing, could not keep up with the infantry, 
near Many were wounded and killed on both Tides, when night 
Afculum. put an end to the engagement. The next morning, Pyrr¬ 
hus , in order to fight on even ground, and to have the ele¬ 
phants in the thickeft of the enemy, caufed a detachment to 
poflefs themfelves of thofe incommodious grounds, and mix¬ 
ing (lingers and archers among the elephants, advanced in a 
clofe and well ordered body. The Romans , obliged to fight 
man to man upon plain ground, made a great (laughter among 
the Grecian fpear-men; but, after a long and obftinate com¬ 
bat, being overpowered by the prodigious force of the ele¬ 
phants and Grecian cavalry, they retreated to their camp with 
the lofs of fix thoufand men. The enemy loft near four 
thoufand. Pyrrhus , being congratulated upon this victory, 
lhrewdlyanfwered, another fuchwill entirely ruin us: for by this 
time he had loft a great part of the troops he had brought 
with him, and almoft all his beft commanders. 

The remainder of the year was employed in providing for 
the next campaign, when Fahricius and /Emilias Papus were 
chofen confuls. The two armies were near joining, when 
} Fahricius received a letter from the king’s firft phyfician, of- 
Pyrrbuf s fering to poil'on Pyrrhus , and thereby end the war, provided 
phyfician he might have a reward proportionable to the greatnefs of the 
offers to fervice. Fahricius, ftruck with horror at this villainy, im- 
poifon mediately fent notice of it to Pyrrhus , adding, that the Ro- 
him, but mans abhorred all treacherous praftices , it being their cujlom to 
Fahricius conquer an enemy by the power of their own arms, and not by the 
nobly dif- treafon of other s fubjefts. Pyrrhus, more and more furprifed 
covers it at the greatnefs and generofity of the Romans , cried out, 
to Pyrr- Fins is wat Fahricius, whom it is harder fo turn from the ways 
bus. of virtue , than to make the fun change its courfc. Such was the 

noble fpirit of the Romans in thofe days, when each man 
preferred the honour of the public to his own private advan¬ 
tage. 

Pyrrhus ordered the phyfician to be executed .* and’, that he 
might not be outdone in generofity, he immediately fent to 
Rome all the prifoners, without ranfom j andf again employed 
Cineas to negotiate a peace with the Romans, being now more 
than ever defirous of their alliance. The Romans, on their 
fide, thinking the return of fo many prifoners, without ran¬ 
fom, cither too great an obligation from an enemy, or too 
great a reward for barely not doing ill, immediately releafed 
as many Far entities and Samnites ; but would admit of no de¬ 
bate of peace or alliance with Pyrrhus , till he (hould with¬ 
draw 
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tffaw his forces from Italy, and return, to Epirus hi the" fame 
{hips that brought him; Pyrrhus was at a lofs what to do. 


Oil 


fhort 


the other, more fo to quit it diihoriourably. A .. 

relieved him frdm this perplexity, oy an expedition into Si¬ 
cily, whither he was invited by the inhabitants, to expel the 
Carthaginians , and clear that iflaftd of tyrants. This was an 
honourable pretence for drawing off his forces, and leaving 
Italy. He therefore fent Cineas before him, and, leaving a 
garrifon in Tarentum, embarked for Sicily, with ah army of 
thirty thoufand foot and five arid twenty hundred horfe, after 
he had been in Italy two years and four months. 


» 

Pyrrhus 

with- 

% 

draws his 

troops and 

goes to' 

Sicily i 


Tar 


punifh 


unable to refiff, flrongly follicited that general to return. 

He, glad of fo fpecious a pretence to leave Sicily, where his 
arms had been fuccefsful enough for two years, but where 
he himfelf was grown fo difpleafing to the people, that he He 

11 n ♦ f ' 1 l ° a • * ^ ^ i. 


turns to 


fi ______ o _ , 

returned to Italy. About the time of his return, fo dreaSfitl 
a plague affli&ed Rome, that Cornelius Rufinus, the faff year’s 
toilful* was created di&ator, for the ceremony of driving a Year of 
hail into the temple of Jupiter . This was the third dictator P° tne 477, 
created on that account. The confu'ls for the following Plague in 
year were Curius Dentatus^ and Cornelius Lentulus ; the former 
of which, raffing new levies, arid being oppofed by the peo¬ 
ple, who refufed to inlift, commanded .the name of every 


Rome. 


put 


firft 


On his not an-_.-.-- w ... 1VWU , 

and, upon his appealing to the tribunes, he fold the man 
too, faying. The commonwealth flood in no need of fuck a mem¬ 
ber as refufed all obedience. The tribunes made no oppofi- 
tion : and from this time it became a cuftom to make a 

Have of whoever refufed to inlift in a juft mufter, when 
commanded. 


Pyrrhus arrived at Tarentum with twenty thoufand foot 
and three thoufaftd horfe. After raifmg new levies there,- 
he marched into Somnium, where the Romans had a power-* 
ful army. Pyrrhus divided his forces into two bodies, one? 

Of which he fent into Lucania, to hinder Lentulus .from join¬ 
ing his collegue Curius Dentatus ; whilft he himfelf, at the 
head of the other, confiding of his beft troops and elephants, 
marched with all expedition to attack this laft, who was ad- 
?antageoufly ported near Benevenium. He hoped to fiirprife Pyrrhus 
the Roman camp in the night ; but in his paffage through endea- 
iome woods his lights failed him, arid his men loft their vours to 
way.- At break of day, his approach was dffcovered by the furprife 
Romans, who were at firft greatly alarmed j but recovering the Re- 
then delves, Qurius drew out his troops in hafte, attacked sw«*caaip,' 
tyrnm s van-guard, put it to flight, and took fome of his 

N 2 elephants. 
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but meets elephants. This 


fucccfs 


with a to- 


greatly difeouraged the reft of 


Pyrrhus’s troops, and Curias defeending into the plain, joined 
tal over- battle with the whole army. In one wine- he reunify] «-k„ 


throw. 


one wing he repulfed the 


enemy ; in the other, by the violence of the elephants, he 
was forced back to his trenches, where thofe who guarded 


was forced oacJc to ms trendies, wnere thole who guarded 
them attacking thofe beafts, fo annoyed them with darts and 
fired pitch and hemp, that they ran back upon their friends 
bearing down and breaking all their ranks, fo that the vic¬ 
tory fell to the Romans, Pyrrhus having loft twenty-three 
thoufand men. His camp, which was alio taken, was not 
only much admired, but proved of very great ufe to the Ro¬ 
mans, by teaching them how to make regular intrenchments. 


cl L 


hing they 


acqu 


fo 


this they owed the origin of that vaft (kill in encamping, 
for which they were fo juftly famous in after times. Curias 
Deniatus obtained a moft l'plcndid triumph for this victory, 
being graced with four elephants and thirteen hundred pri- 
foners of different nations. A few days after, his coilegue 
triumphed over the Sammies and Lucani. This year was 
likewife remarkable for the cenforfhip of Fuhricius and Aimi- 
lius, who removed Rufinas, though he had been twice con- 
1 ul, and once dictator, out of the fenate, for having ten 


pounds of fllver plate for the ufe of his table. 


f 


He re- 
rums into 
Epirus. 


taken this year, there were found to be 271,224 free citi¬ 
zens. Pyrrhus , who bore his defeat with great nrmnefs of 
mind, receiving letters from Greece and AJta, aflembled the 
Epirots and Turentiues, and told them they would foon re¬ 
ceive afliftance. This report kept the Romans within their 
camp, of which taking advantage, he pafled, the night fol¬ 
lowing, undifturbed into Epirus, with eight thoufand foot 
and five hundred horfe, after leaving a earrifon in Tarcntum. 


r.pirus. m ore to preferve his reputation than for any other ul'e. 

Thus, in about fix years, ended the wars with the famous 
Pyrrhus, the greateft commander in his time, hut who knew 
better how to conquer than to keep. 

Year of The Roman name, famous before, was now become for- 
RoweySa. -midable by the defeat of fo great a man as Pyrrhus , which 

made way for new conquefls. and the firm eftablifhnient of 
Piolomv the Roman empire. I11 the fecond year after Pyrrhus's re- 
P hi lade !- treat, Ptolomy Philadelphia, king of Egypt, fent ambafladors 
plus fends to congratulate the Romans on their fuccefs, and to enter in- 
ambafla- to an alliance_with them. Tire Romans, in return, fent am- 
dors to bafladors to Egypt, where they were gracioufly received, and 
Rom-. fent home laden with gifts. The following year, the Ta- 

raitines, not being able to remove the earrifon Pyrrhus had 
left under Milo, defired aid of the Carthaginians. Their re- 
The Ta- queft was granted ; but the Romans overthrew both them 


Ptolomv 

Philadcl- 


dors to 
Rome. 


fent home laden with gifts. The fol 
routines, not being able to remove the 
left under Milo , defired aid of the Car 


The Ta- . _ 

re.mines . and their new auxiliaries. Milo, fenfihlc of 1 

defeated, refift, by leave from the conful Papirius, 

•ind their his men, and quitted the caftle. The Roan 

city taken cafily made themfelves mafters of the city, 


was 


Milo, fenfihlc of his inability to 
conlul Papirius, departed with 
caftle. The Romans , taking it. 


the 


iking it, 
waifs of 
which 


% 
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which they demolifhed. Peace and liberty were granted to Year of 
all the citizens ; and this year the two confuls triumphed, 
having finifhed both the 1 B’arenthie and Sajnr.itc wars. The 
laft ol thefe had continued, with tome intermiffions, feventy- 
onevears, and afforded the Romans thirty triumphs. 

The Romans, matters of the greateff part of Italy, were. The Cam- 


Tm 


pa matt le- 


( ins, andalfo by that of the Hdrurians not long before, now gion ta- 

much too powerful for any of their neighbours, ken, and 

DUt tO 


grown muen too powerful tor any ot tneir neighbours. 
The Campanian legion, who had treacheroufly feized upon 
Rkwinni, and kept it to themfelvcs, were befieged, and. 


n af- 


RK 

upon furrender, put to death by firry at a time. Soot 
ter, the inhabitants of A ho lion 

baifatlors to Rome, fome of tl._ : -.. 

beat them ; but the Romans were fo juft as to deliver them 


death 


Ap 


In the fame year the Picentes were 


liibdued, and colonies were lent to Arminium .in the country 
of the Piceni, and to licneventum in that of the Samnites. 
About this time, the firft lilver was coined at Rome , large 
quantities of that metal having been found in a caftle of the 
Samnites, and the riches of the Romans being greatly in- 
creafcd.by their conquefts. Only brafs money had been 
ufed before. A year after, the Sabines, who had been for 
fome years denizens of Rome, received the farther privilege 
of voring in elections. About four years after this, the 
(jiueffnrs were incrcafed from four to eight; and, in the fame 
year, the reduction of the Uttibri and Salcntini, together 
with that of the city of Brnndufium, completed the conqueft 
of all ancient Italy, a country about five hundred miles 
long, and one hundred and thirty broad, and which com¬ 
prehended about one half of what is now called Italy . 


The firli; 

filver 
coined at 
Roms. 
Year of 
Rome 484 .. 

All anci¬ 
ent Italy 
fubjedted 
to the Ro¬ 
man pow¬ 
er. 
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CHAP. 


IV. 


From the Beginning pf the Punic or Carthaginian Wayy 
to the Definition 0/" Carthage, the Capital of Africa. 


Year of 
Rome 489 

Begin¬ 
ning of 
the firft 


A 


T this time * began the firft Punic ox Carthaginian f war. 
The occafion df it was the Carthaginians joining with 


Hiero , king of Syracuft 
to Mejfcna X 
fuccour. 


Mamet 


Fhe Romans , who had not forgot the Carthanni- 


Tar entities 


Punic wax, opportunity to declare war againft them . Appius L.iaudm y 

one of the confuls, was immediately fent over to Sicily with 

_ __1 r 11 n 1 r */» 1 1 r* > 1 


Claudi 


(ana , after which he defeated both Hiero 


m 


Fencing 

matches 

firft intro- 

■ 

disced at 
funerals. 


» .4 * 


• 1 


mans jn two feveral battles. At his return to Rome he w^s 
honoured with a triumph, the firft that ever was obtained 
for any foreign action. Notwithftanding the numbers 
which had perifhed by continual wars, 292,224 free citizens 
were celled^ this year, which is alfo remarkable for D. Ju¬ 
nius Brutus's firft introducing the cuftom of having fencing- 
matches performed by gladiators at funerals ; a cuftom very 
much in ufe in after times. 

The following year, both the confuls were ordered to $/- 
cily, with all their legions. Their arms were attended with 
fuch 

Hiero 

man prifoners without ranfom, and to pay an hundred ta¬ 


rt 


brace 


filver. The Romans were the more ready to em- 

:e, becaufe, the Carthaginians being mafters 
at fea, they could not fupply their armies with provilions 

LL 1 w_: 7 v • r r » 1 1 • -*-• « « Jr y . 1 

yaurius, one or 


and fteccftaries, 
this year’s confuls, had^ the 

A “- MeJT TT 


Hi 


M’flala 


- j 

rried 


ft pm thence a new fun-dial to Rome ; Tapir: us Curfcr hav- 


* 


* -j y — /- w 

ot the 128th Olympiad ; 244 line 
ftate ; 12," fince the 


4th 


ad; 244 lincc the beginning of the confular 
deftrudion oi'the city by the Gauls ; 65 fince 
the beginning of the Mace don: cm empire by Alexander the Great > 


and 263 before the birth of (thrift. 


Af 


now goes by the general name of Bar’ary, extending about 20oq 

miles along the fea coaft, had, at tins time, the iflands of Sardinia 

and Cvrjrca , and the greater pan of&V.vy. together with feme other 
lefi'er files. 


1 

4 


Met 
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fag, thirty years before, fet up the firft that ever was in that 
city. This, though not perfect, was made ufe of ninety- 
nine years, till M. Philippus the cenfor, caufed a perfect 
one to be made. About the fame time, Scipio Naftca y 
being cenfor, firft made the equal divifion of the day into 
hoars, by the dropping of water out of one veflel into an¬ 


other. This year, the city being aftli&ed with a peftilence, y ear Q f 
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Fulvius Maximus was created dictator, for the ceremony of p 
driving a nail into the temple of Jupiter. This was the ° me 49 * 
fourth dictator created upon the like occafion. 

The Romans found themfelves fo much eafed of the bur- a -i 1 
den of the war by this alliance with Hiero , that they fent Tj?* *, 
but two legions to Sicily the following year, when they in- jj, e 
veiled Agrigentum . Annibale the Carthaginian admiral, who 
came to relieve it, was defeated on land Dy the confuls Pojl- omanl * 
humius and Mamilius y and Agrigentum was taken, after a 
long fiege. The Romans now began to think of nothing lefs 
than clearing all Sicily , and making the conqueft of that 
ifland. By land they were fufficiently profperous, for the 
two fucceeding confuls carried on the war with great fuccefs; 
but the Carthaginians were abfolutely mafters of the feas, 
and by that means made the maritime towns revolt to them, 
and tne coaft of Italy was infefted with the Carthaginian fleet, 
whilft Afric was unmolefted. Thele confederations made The Ro» 
the Romans apply themfelves diligently to fea affairs, of mans a p_ 
which they were then totally ignorant. Having thoroughly ply them- 
obferved a Carthaginian fhip or two, which had been driven f e lves to 
alhore, they fet about building an hundred veflels, of five affairs, 
oars on a fide, and twenty of three, which they fitted out as 
well as they could, well knowing that their courage muft 
fupply their want of experience. 

With this fleet, in the fourth year of this war, the con¬ 
fuls Cornelius and Duilius boldly ventured abroad, and more 
boldly ftill, engaged an enemy who had been for ages in 
pofleffion of the empire of the fea: Cornelius , parting from 
the reft of his lquadron, with feventeen gallies, in order to 
reduce Lipara y fell in with a greater number of the Cartha- They de- 
vinians , by whom he was taken, with all his fhips. His col- f eat t j, e 
legue Duilius , more fuccefsful, firft defeated fifty of the ene- Qartbagi- 
my’S fhips, then falling upon the reft, he gained a complete n i ans gjt 
victory over them, and took fifty 5 and, purfuing his advan- f ea . 
tage, raifed the fiege of Mgejla , and took Marcella by ftorm. 

The fenate, who did not expert this fuccefs, decreed Dui¬ 
lius unufual honours j for befides his obtaining the glory of 
the firft naval triumph, he was ever after attended from flip¬ 
per with mufic and flambeaux. Annibale on the other fide, 
to fecure himfelf from punifhment, fent with all fpeed to 
Carthage , before the battle was known there, one of his 
friends, who told the fenate, that the Romans were under 
fail with a great fleet, and that he wanted inftrunions about 
engaging them. The fenate find, he muft fight without de- 
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iay } 
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h 

f 

an action they had juft before approved of. 


T1 


ey 


condemn 


The Ro- This year the Romans had but fmall fuccefs by land ; for 
mans in- a breach" between the legions and the auxiliaries occafioned 
vade Snr- a reparation, which the Carthaginian general, Amilcar , took 
dir.ia and fuch advantage of, that he cut in pieces four thoufand of 
Cor/ica , them. But the Romans were fo far animated by the advantage 


and defeat they had gained at fea, that, rhe next year, they invaded 
the Car- the iflands of Sardinia and Corfu a with fuch fuccefs, that 
tha ”in inns Hanna, the Carthaginian general there, was (lain, and his 


army cut off by the 


bio. This viciorv 


was followed by another over Annihal, whom they furp riled 
at fea, newly recruited from Carthage. The unfortunate 
admiral was crucified by thofe of his l’oldiers who out-lived 
this defeat. The next year many towns were left and won 
in Sicily, but a noble action of Calpurnius Flemma , a tribune 
of the army, defences particular mention. Aitilius Collatinu 
Calpurni- the conful, having imprudently brought Ins army into fo 
us Flemma defperate a fituation, that there was no hope of eleaping, 
extricates Calbnrnius , with three hundred chofen men, po lie fled hi ra¬ 
the Roman fclf of an eminence juft by, and, with incredible courage, 
army from kept the whole army of the Carthaginians at bay, w'hilft the 
a great confuls troops palled with little oppofition. Calpurnius was 

the only perfou that furvived of the three hundred, being 
miferabiy wounded, and covered w ith dead bodies. The 
The Ro- next year, the conful Aitilius Regulus fubdued the iflands of 

J — — - - - - « « 

or the be- 
for the cer 
Ogulneius Callus was the per- 


dar.ger. 


xtr.tis fab- Lipara and Me tit a *. Certain prodigies in Rente 
due the lief of them, occafioned the creating of a dictator 


f 


Libnra fon chofen for this purpofe, and the fecoqd dictator created 

znaMelita upon that account. 

The war with the Carthaginians had now continued eight 
y„„ r vears ; when the Romans, finding themfclves ftrong by fea 

;>s we ll a* by land, reiolved to remove the: lcat of it into 
,V/ " Africa , and accordingly put to fea with a fleet of three hun¬ 
dred and thirty fail, under the command of the coniuls Rc- 
pulus and Manlius. T he Cm thanuiuns . bein'? fenfible how 


The Re¬ 


pairs in— c 

4 

vade A- 

frica. 


he Carihaginians, being fenfible how 

L-' O * O 

neceffary it was to keep the war at a diftance from their own 
country, oppofed them with a fleet of three hundred and 
fifty fail. 'Three battles were fought on the fame day, in 


•n "11 of which the Romans w 

JL/i- Iv i 4;V * ^ ^ r\ • 




Cartkori 


fi 


ivv. 1 . 


tv an 
three 


times m 

one day. 


conquerors. They took from 

_ _ j .. ... fhips, with all their men, and funk 

thirty, iofing themfclves but twentv-four, without their 


^ •» v. y * 

men. In confequcnce of this victory, they made 
upon Africa, the ncareft part of which is tw< 
miles from Sicily. Ciupca, a city on the promo; 


a defeent 
two hundred 


mcea 


Ciupca, a city on the nromontorv He. 
was foon furrendered to them. 


After this, they 


* Now Malta. 


maided 
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lay 


ftiould 


Africa in quality of pro-conful, with forty {hips, fifteen 
ffioufand foot, and five hundred horfe, and that Manlius 
fhould return to Rome with the remaining forces. 

The Carthaginians oppofed Regulus with a confiderablc Regulus 
army ; but they were foon defeated, and Tunetum , (now defeated 
Tunis) was forced to furrender. They then had recourfe to and taken 


l jilt ft 4. WVl UiV 

excellent officer, for their general. Xantipp 


Xantipp 


prifoner 


rahis, took him prifoner, and cut off moft of his army : the 

L /I /* 1 . - • 1 /I «11 ^ 


Clup 


Xantipp 


than Regulus ; for the treacherous Carthaginians , under pre- Treache- 
tence of conduding him home with honour, ordered their ry of the 


. - r --, w 

rob the Lacedamonians of the glory of the victory. The 

Romans were befieged in Clupea , till their enemies perceiving 

the fmall probability of reducing them, broke up the fiege, 

and prepared to oppofe the fuccours Cent under /.Emilias 

Paulus and Fabius Nobilior , the two confuls for the following 

year. Thefe confuls, with three hundred and fifty {hips. 


Carthagi¬ 


nians. 


near 


fnips 


The Car¬ 
thaginian 
fleet de¬ 
feated by 


and four, with the lofs of only nine of their own. After the Ro 
this, the confuls took in the garrifon from Clupea , and failed mans. 
again for Sicily^ expecting that feveral towns there would 
furrender to them upon the news of this victory ; but before The Ro- 
they could make the fhore, a violent ftorm arofe, which de- mans 
flroyed moft of their {hips. Both the confuls perifhed. wrecked 
l he few that efcaped were kindly received by Hiero, who on the 
furni/hed them with cloat’ns and other neceftaries, and con- coaft of 


MeJJi 

kartkalo , the Carthaginian commander, taking advantage 
of this misfortune, immediately laid fiege to Agrigentum , 
took it, and demoliftied its fortifications. The Romans fet 
about building other {hips, and profecuted that work with 
fuch extraordinary diligence, that, we are told, two hun¬ 
dred and twenty new ones were built and launched in three 
months. On the other hand, Afdrubal the Carthaginian ar¬ 
rived at Sicily with a fleet of two hundred fail, and a power¬ 
ed army. The confuls Attilius and Cornelius being ordered 
to Sicily this year, took feveral towns ; after which they re- 
turned# T. heir* fiicrefTnrs- fspr*nihtJK arm S£?fipV 07 lius+ ill the 


r ^ -^- 7 — --- - -- ^ 

to.(owing fpring, paffed over to Sicily with the whole fleet. 


S icily 



they 


- - Lti Laiii 

but got oft' without much 
Ri-iortnus in Sicily. Sailing from 
t-'m {freights, they were taken ip 


qmcldands near the LeJJer 
damage, and returnedto 
thence for Rome , through 
a ftorpi, and loft one hun¬ 
dred 
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land forces. 


13 fena- drcd and fifty of their fhips. This fame year the cenfors 
tors itruck ftruck thirteen members on the lift of the fenators, for mif. 
oil die lift, demeanors they had been guilty of; and a lujlrum being per. 

formed, the number of free citizens amounted to 297,797. 

The great lofles which the Romans had fuffered at Tea 
obliged them, this year, to place all their hopes in their 

Ctsciltus and Metullus were fent into Sicily 
with the legions and fixty fhips, only for necefTaries. They 
not only yielded the dominion of the fea to the CarthamL 
ans , but likevvife feared them by land, on account of tkeir 
great preparations, and efpecially for their elephants, by 
which they had been forely annoyed. Afdrubal , the Car¬ 
thaginian general, knowing their fears, and alfo that one of 
the confuls was now returned to Italy with half the army, 
ravaged all the country about Panormus. The conful Me- 
The Car- tellus , who had hitherto kept within that city, watched his 
thaginians opportunity fo well, that, Tallying out upon the Carthage- 
totally de- mans , he gave them a total overthrow, killing twenty thou- 

feated in. ... ~ * 


Sicily. 


fand of their men, and taking twenty-fix elephants; for 
which he was rewarded with a noble triumph. The Car¬ 
thaginians immediately loft all Sicily , except Lilybaum and 
Drepanum , to the former of which places Afdrubal efcaped; 
but being condemned at Carthage , he was taken, and put to 
death as foon as he returned. 

The Car- The Carthaginians , weary of a war which had now lafted 
tlmginians fourteen years, and by which they had been great lofers, 
defire a began to wifli for peace, and accordingly fent to Rome to 


peace. 
Year of 


treat about it. Regulus y who had been their prifoner five; 
years, was fent with the ambafladors, after binding him 
with an oath to return to Carthage , in cafe no peace or ex- 
Rome 502. change of prifoners was made. Preferring the public wel¬ 
fare to his own fafety, he informed the fenate of the weak- 
nefs of the Carthaginians , and advifed the Romans not to 
make peace. The fenate approved of the advice, but pi¬ 
tied and admired the auvifer, whofe ruin they knew depend¬ 
ed upon his return. They therefore defired him to fta 
w- ,, , but he, with an undaunted refolution told them. That tho 

I s 0. " JC ~ he hints, that death and the preate/l tortures were preparing for 
haviouroi 7 _ l _ u /. _ 



Regal 


!•> 


bun at Carthage, he could not comply with their requejl, which 
he Jbould have looked upon as a command , had he been fill his 
country's fervant , as he was Afric ’s Jlavc , and upon that account 
7 iot capable of living as became a citizen of Rome ; but that he 
yet had fo much of the true fpirit of a Roman, as to be incapable of 
doing a la for dijhonourable thing , and that he feared the tortures 
of tnc moji cruel rack , much lejs than the Jhame of an infamous 
action ; the former touching only the body , but the latter piercing 
the mind. He returned to Carthage , where, we are told, the 
ills cruel Carthaginians firft cut oft' his eye-lids, keeping him for a 
d^ath. while in a dark dungeon ; then they brought him out in 

the middle of the day, with his face turned full againft the 

and at laft put him into a band ftuck with nails, with 

the 


jun 
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the points inwards, where he died in the greateft mifcry, 
Theienate, upon hearing of this barbarous treatment of Regn- 
lus } is {aid to have delivered up fome of the moft diftinguiihr 
ed *of the Carthaginian prifoners to his widow Marcia , who 
{hut them up in a fmall clofet (fuck round with iron fpikes, 
defigning to torment them iiK.the fame manner that her huf- 
band had been, and kept them, five days without food, in 
which time Bojiar the Carthaginian died of pain and hunger : 
but Hamilcar , being a ftronger man, was kept in, with the 
dead body of Bojiar , five days longer, having only juft fo 
much fuftenance allowed him as might ferve to prolong his 
life in mifery. At laft, the magiftrates being informed of 
this, began to relent, and ftri&ly forbidding any more fuch 
ufage, ordered Bojiar* s afhes to be fent home, and the reft 
of the prifoners to be treated with humanity, to {hew the 
enemy, that the Romans were too generous to infult over the 
miferies of unhappy men, or to countenance any cruelty, 
though they had received the higheft provocations, and were 
urged by all the fentiments of a moft juft retaliation. 

The next year the Romans fitted out another fleet, and The Bo- 
belleged Lilybasum* by fea and land. They were very un- mans 
fuccefsful in this expedition, lofing moft of their {hips in a out ano- 
fiiort time, partly by the mifmanagement of the conful Clau- t her fleet 
dius Fulcher , and partly by other misfortunes. Lilybceum but loie * 
was ftill clofely invefted by land, when the fmall fuccefies of mo ft 0 f j t> 
the prefent confuls, and the feveral lofles the republic had 
iuftained, occafioncd the creating of a di&ator to command Year of 
the forc.es in Sicily . Attilins Calatinus , who was promoted to p cme - Q _, 
that dignity, was the firft dictator that ever led an army out 5 
of Italy ^ and he did nothing remarkable in Sicily. The Ro¬ 
mans now begap to feel the weight and charge of the war ; 
for the city was drained of money, and at the next Itijlrurn , 
there were but 251,222 free citizens. 

The Romans made no more maritime preparations for fe- 
ven years ; but about the end of that time, Amilcar , the y ear 0 f 
Carthaginian admiral, infefting the coafts of Italy exceflively, g ome - 
made them refolve once more to try their fortune at fea. s 

i* 1 . 1 f 1 y t 1 n t • 


510. 


Accordingly they fitted out a confiderable fleet at the private Ro~ 
fxpencc of the citizens, the treafury being quite exhaulted, mans £ t 
and with it gave tl>e Carthaginians & great overthrow, near outa fleet 
the JEgafian ifles, taking and finking at leaft one hundred 
and twenty of their {hips. This defeat brought the enemy w }ji c h 
to a peace, which was 
ces upon thefe condi 

pay down one thoufand talents oj' fil-ver , and two ' thoufand two Carthae-i~ 
hundred more within ten years. 2dly, That they Jhoufd auit Sir- ~ 

cily, and all the ijhs thereabouts. gdly, That they Jhould 71 ever 


/as concluded after only two conferen- t b ey c j e- 
itions : ift, That the Carthaginians ftoould f ea f t j ic 

// #1/1 _ 


mans. 



Lilybstum (lands upon the fonthern promontory of Sicily y over 


again It Africa . 


want 
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make zvar upon the Syracufans, or their allies, nor come with am 
JJjips of war within the Roman dominions. And 4thly, That 
t'bev thould deliver ut> all their trifoners without 


End of the deferters. 


up all their prtjoners Without ranjom, and alp 

Thus ended the firft Puttie or Carthaginian f 
the hr ft war, 'after it had lafted twenty-four years. The Romans arc 
PuKtcv/ar. faid to have loft in it feven hundred fhips, and the Carihad- 

nians only five hundred. In the fame year that this lone 
war was ended, two new tribes, the Vclitic and the Affirm, 
were added to the reft, and made up the number thirty-five. 

4 ^ ' 


Year of 

Pane 513 
Eigh th 

and laft 
in create 
of tribes. 


which never was exceeded. 


The Romans now began to grow more polite, and to apply 
themfelves a little to ftudy and learning, particularly poetry. 
The year after this war, the firft tragedies and comedies that 
had been fecn in Italy, were written by Livius Andronim, a 
Grecian by birth, one year before the poet Ennius was born, 
about one hundred and lixty years after the death of Sophocles 
and Euripides , and fixty-two after that of Alexander. Amin, 
incus drew the minds of the people from that kind of fatyr 
which had immediately fuccceded the old ftage-plays, or 
ludi Fejccnmni * The fatyr here meant was a fort of dra¬ 
matic poem, full of jells and raillery, quite different from 
the later f.ityrs of Lucilius and Horace. Neevius was the 
firft poet that followed Andronicus ’s example, five years 

were celebrated, for the 
likewife called ludi mam. 


arter 


the year before which 


ts ; the n eater, ce- 


third time, the great jacular games, likew 
and ludi Tarcntini*, and were of two for 
lebrated every one hundred and tv-enty years, and firft infti- 
tuted in the two hundred and ninety-eighth year of the 
city; and the Icjjer, celebrated every hundre ’ ' 
inftituted about the three hundred and fifth 


drh year, 


and firft 


\Y: r 


b?- 


aftcr the abolition of the decemviri. 


year of the city, 


The Carthaginians, foon after the conclufion of the peace 
tween the with the Romans, were forced to enter into a bloody war 
Can lag:- with the mercenary troops in their fervice, who, partly for 
■niur.s and want of pay, and partly for want of employment, took up 
tho: rner- arms again!! their mailers. This war lafted upwards ot 

three years, and was ended at laft by Am Hear, not without 
much difficulty and lefs. During this time, feveral Romans 


ecu a :ics. 


in'- 

id#. 


who traded in Africa were fee tired by the Carthaginians, 
they fbould furnifh their enemies with provifions. Rut when 
ambafladors were lent to Carthage to complain of this idaw, 
they immediately relealed all that were in cuftody ; which 
if> aflecici! * lie Romans, that they generouily lent them all 
their prifnners without ran(om ; and, for a fnort lpace, thcie 
feemed to be an extraordinary frienrlfhip between the two 
nations. Juft after this, the Sardinians having invited the 


•f The Greek writers call it the Sicilian war. 

* There were aifo other panes, called Ludi 7 nrci/a/i, widen 


were ' cry di ft rent from the Ludi Su ares. 


Ro’/u-m 
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Romans over to their ifland, they went thither. The Car - 
thaw wans were offended at this ftep, and prepared to fend 
forces to Sardinia. The Romans thereupon declared war 
againft them, complaining, that thefe preparations were de¬ 
fined more againft them than the Sardinians. This fo ter¬ 
rified the Carthaginians , who were not in a condition to begin 
a new war, that they were forced to yield to neceffity, and 
not only to quit all Sardinia , but alfo. to pay the Romans 
one thoufand two hundred talents. This, though fubmitted 
to at prefent, proved afterwards the occafton of a more bloody 
and dangerous war than the former. 

In the fixth year after the Carthaginian war, the Romans The tem- 
being in perfect peace with all their neighbours, the temple pleofy<*- 
of Janus was fhut the fecond time, after having been open nus ftiut 
four hundred and thirty-feven years. In the following year, the fecond 
was the firft divorce that was ever known in Rome: and two time, 
years after, C. Duilius was created dictator for holding the Year of 

comitia. _ Rome 522. 

The temple of Janus continued fhut five years; but it Firft war 

was opened in the fixth by a war with the Illyrians , a people with the 
bordering upon Greece , who inhabited the country now Illyrians * 
called Dalmatia. Teuta , queen of that nation, gave her 
fubjects commiffion to rob all they met with at fea. Some 
of the fufferers happened to be merchants of Italy , who, 
befldes being plundered, were ufed with great barbarity. 

Upon intelligence of this, the Romans fent two ambafladors, 

Cains and Lucius Coruncanus , to Illyricum, to demand fatisfac- 
tion. Teuta told them, That Jhe would take care that no public 
injuryJhould be offered to the Romans; but that fne thought it 
never ivas the cujtom of princes to hinder their fubjefts from mak- 
iw what private advantage they could from the fea. Cuius replied, 

Hat the Romans had learned a better cufom ; which was , to 
punijh private injuries with public revenge ; and to relieve the 
difrefed: and that they , by the help of the gods, would take care 
to reform her princely cujloms. The queen was fo nettled at 
this anfwer, that, contrary to the law of nations, fhe fent 
after the ambafladors and flew Lucius. The Romans imme¬ 
diately proclaimed war againft her, and the two confuls fent 
to Illyricum Fluvius with a fleet, and Pofbumius with a land 
army. Moft of the Illyrian towns furrendered upon their 
firft appearance; and the queen, with a few followers, re¬ 
tired to Rhizon , a ftrong place, from .whence fhe fent to Rome 
the next fpring to beg peace; which was granted upon thefe 
terms: 1, To pay a yearly tribute: 2, To quit all Illyricum, ex- 
cept a very feiv places: and, 3, Not to fad beyond the river Lif- 
ius with more than two barks , and thofe unarmed. Thus was 
the firft Illyrian war ended in lefs than two years time. 

I hefe wars in Illyricum ftill enlarged the dominions of the 
Romans , and their generous behaviour gained them as much 
love, as their valour did reputation in thofe parts; particu¬ 
larly among the Athenians and Corinthians ; which laft decreed 

them 


t 
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them the freedom of the Jfthmian games, one of the four fo. 
Year of Iemn exercifes of Greece. This lame year the pnetors were 
Rome 527. increafed to four ; one being fertt to the province of Sicily- 
The Gauls and another to that' of Sardinia. In the mean time, domeftic 
take arms, difturbances about the divifion of lands taken from the Gauls 

awakened that nation* who, concluding that the Romans 
fought more out of covetoufnefs than glory, began the war 
which the Latin hiftorians call Bellum Gdllicum Cifalpinum. 
Thefe fierce people invited from beyond the Alps other Gauls' 
called Geffdt&y dwelling near the river Rhone ; who come 
over with a prodigious force* and joining the reft made an 
irruption into Hetriiria , with an army of fifty thoufand foot 
and twenty thoufand horfe. The Romans , on their fide, made 
the grcatelfc preparations that had Over been known, all Italy 
being up in arms, to the number of feven or eight hundred 

thoufand men* which were placed in different parts, to be in 
readinefs upon all occafions. The confuls themfelves led a 
particular army of fifty thoufand eight hundred foot and four 
thoufand two hundred horfe. 

The Gcals laid waftc all before them, till they came to 
Clufium , about three days journey from Rome^ where they 
were blocked Up by the Romans * the praetor oh their back, 
and the confuls before, poffeffing all the paffes; fo that they 
were obliged to form two fronts, and to fight very difadvan- 
tageoufiy, both by reafon of their nakednefs and the unfitnefs 
of their arms4 But the vanity of the Gejfata proved the moft 
injurious to them; for they, throwing off all their cloaths, 
would fight quite naked, and began the firft charge; and 
but are de- thefe being Gafily broken, fo' difeouraged the reft, that all 
fcated and fled. Upwards of forty thoufand Gauls were killed, and ten 
refufed thoufand taken prifoners. The confuls obtained a moft 
their fuit fplendid triumph for this great victory. The next year the 
for peace. Romans attacked the Gauls hi their own territories, and de¬ 
feated them feveral times. Thus harraffed and weakened 


they fent amballadors to Rome to beg peace ori any terms: 
but their requeft was refufed. Upon this they rclolvcd to 


* nr 


make their laft effort, and procured 30,000 auxiliaries from 
the GcfJcttE; , The confuls marched into the country of the’ 
jnfubres , and laid fiege to Ac err a' \ whilft the Gauls inverted 
Cla/lidium , a town in alliance with the Romans. Marcellusj 
'fear of with only two thirds of his cavalry, and a final! detachment 
%r,n:e ZT.Z. of light-armed infantry, marched night and day till he came 


Hfjnie 5 32 . 

T!u*y arc 

defeated 

attain, 

Thirdy/o- 
lia opima 


oay 

up with the enemy, whom, notwithftanding the great ine¬ 
quality of numbers, and the extraordinary fatigue of his 
troops, h’e engaged,- and totally defeated. Marcellas , with 
his own hands, killed Virdemarus , king of the GeJJata ; and 
dedicated the third Jpolia opima, or royal /polls , to Jupiter Ftp 
rctrius. A magnificent triumph was decreed him for this 

• o . —r'i_ _ it a r_i i/r ;• 7 . _ 7is:i 


e great ine- 


upitcr Fe~ 
i for this 


victory. Thofe that efcaped Seu to Mediolanum , now MHg\ 
the chief city of the Infuhrlan Gauls ; which being fhortly 

after taken, the Gallic \va ?? which had .now kited hx years 
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v as ended, to the confiderable enlargement of the Roman 
dominions, colonies being planted foon after at Cremona and 

^ About this time, a multitude of Libertini , or freed. Jlaves , 
who lived difperfed among the tribes, occasioned great dis¬ 
turbances in the city; which made the cenfors, at the next 
luflrum , confine all fuch to four tribes j the Efquilina , the 
Palatina , the Suburrana , and the Collina . At this lujlrum 
2"0,2*3 free citizens were cefled. C. Flaminius , one of the 
cenfors for this year, built a circus , and paved the highway 
as far as Arminium , being one hundred and thirty miles. 

Both thefe great works were afterwards called by his name. 

Within a year after, the Illyrians revolted, but were reduced, 
though with fome difficulty. But the greateft concern the 
Remans had now, was the fuccefsful progrefs of the Cartha -* 
gin tans in Spain) where, befides their having gained a great 
part of that country, they had taken Saguntum , a town in al¬ 
liance with Rome , and that after they had been defired to de- 
fift. The Romans thereupon fent ambafiadors to Carthage , 
to require their general Hannibal to be delivered up; and if 
that was not granted, to declare war. The ambafiadors 
found the Carthaginians little inclined to give any fatisfa&ion; 
upon which the eldefl: of them, holding out the fkirt of his 
robe, faid to the fenate. Here we bring you peace or war ; The fe- 
ktfe which you pleafe. The chief of the other anfwered, cond Pu- 
Deliver which you will . The Roman replying War, the other 


c 


me war. 


accepted it: and thus began the fecond Punic or Carthaginian Year of 
war, thirty-three years after the end of the firfir. Rome 536. 

The Carthaginians committed the care of this war to Han¬ 
nibal , a man of wonderful abilities, conduit, and valour, of 
a hardy, laborious, and indefatigable body, as well as of a 
fierce, enterprifing, and undaunted mind; and, above all, a 
mortal enemy to the Rotnans. Leaving Hanno with a fuffi- 
cient force to guard his conquefts in Spain , he crofl'ed the Py- 
renaan mountains into Gaul, with an army of fifty thoufand 
foot and nine thoufapd horfe. He then palled the Rhone , 
and, irt ten days after, arrived at the foot of the Alps , over 
which lie refolved to pafs into Italy, notwithftand ing theTears 
of his men, his ignorance of the ways, the labqur of the 
march, and all the numerous perils that attended fo vafi: an 
enterprize, efpecially in the midft of winter, as it then was. 

His averfion to the Romans made him think nothing either 
dangerous or difficult, where there was a profpeft of humbling 
them. After nine days march through untrodden paths, Hannibal 
amidft dreadful precipices, deep fnow, and intenfe cold, he p a flf e s tht 
at laft gained the top of thefe vafi: mountains, where he 
halted two days to refrefh his troops. From thence he de- 
feended into the plains, having been fifteen days in paffing 
the Alps j and It oeing now the fifth month after his letting 
out from New Carthage, a city built by Afdrubal in Spain. At 
his arrival in the Country of the Infubrer, he found nis army 
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reduced to about eighteen thoufand foot and fix thoufand 
horfe ; the reft having perilhed in crofting the Alps*. 

The conful Scipio haftened to meet him before his men 
were well refrefhed. Both armies met at Ficinum, now Pa¬ 
via ; in which battle Scipio., being wounded, was faved by the 
valour of his young foil, afterwards called Africanus ; but in 
a few hours was defeated, cheifty by means of the Numidmn 
cavalry, who fell unexpectedly upon his rear. Soon after 
this defeat, the other cOnful, Sempronius, joined Scipio at the 
river Trcbia ; and, having been fuccefsful in fome fkirmifhes, 
refolved to give the enemy battle before too many of the 
Gauls had joined him, though Scipio, who was laid up with 
his wounds, was much againft it. This was what Hannibal 
wanted. Upon the approach of the two armies, he hid a 
thoufand of his beft horfe in ambufeade, and fent another 
party to brave the Rotnans before they could provide them- 
felves with proviftons, or guard againft the extremity of the 
weather ; lo that engaging with cold and hunger, palling the 
river up to the arm-pits, and being unexpectedly charged both 
in front and rear, they were immediately defeated. Twenty- 
fix thoufand of the Romans were either flain, taken, or 
drowned in the river, and ten thoufand efcaped to Placentia. 
The daughter was great on the fide of the Carthaginians, who 
likewife loft many of their men, and almoft all their beafts 
and elephants, by the exeeflive inclemency of the weather. 

C. Flaminins, who was more an orator than a foldier; and 
Servillus Geminus, were conlulsfor the next year 5 when Han¬ 
nibal, having now fufficiently recruited his army in the 
country of the Gauls, refolved to remove the feat of the war 
into Hetruria. After fome confultation about the way thi¬ 
ther, he lixed upon that of the fens, as lliort and unexpec¬ 
ted to the enemy, though far more difficult to pafs. His 
men were forely diftreiled in this march, being forced to 
wade through water three or four days and nights, without 
any fleep or reft. Many of the beafts were left dead in the 
mud, and the hoofs came oft' the horfe’s feet. Hannibal, who 
rode upon an elephant, the only one he had left alive, loft 
one of his eyes by the exceifive wet and cold. Being at laft 
arrived upon dry ground, and knowing Flaminius 7 s fiery tem¬ 
per, the better to entrap him, he pafled by his camp, and 
marched farther into the country, wafting it with fire and 
fword. This enraged Flaminius, who, thinking himfelf de- 
fpifed by the enemy, immediately refolved to give them bat¬ 
tle, in fpite of all that could be laid to diftuade him from it, 
or to prevail on him to ftay till his collegue had joined 

h i m. 

Hannibal was now at a lake called Tbrafymene, between 
which and a chain of mountains bordering" upon it, was a 
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narrow paflage which led to a valley encompafied with a Battle of 
ridge of hills. Hannibal took pofieffion of thofe hills, and Tkrafy- 
difpofed his men fo that when Flaminius followed him into mene. The 
the valley, he was immediately hemmed in, attacked on all Romans 
fides, killed, and his whole army deftroyed. About fifteen entirely 
thoufand of the Romans fell in the valley, and Hannibal took defeated, 
near the fame number of prifoners, out of which he releafed 
the Latines without ranfom, but kept the Romans. Servilius, 
the other conful, had detached four thouland men, under the 
command of Ccntinius , with orders to join Flaminius , if pof- 
fible, before the battle. Hannibal be ing informed of it, im¬ 
mediately after the victory fent away Maherbal with a much 
Wronger force, who cut off one half of the Romans , and 
made the reft prifoners. 

The Romans now feeing the neceffity of having a general 
with abfolute authority, created dictator Fabius Maximus , a Fabius 
perfon of extraordinary wifdom and experience, and endowed Maximus 
with a happy mixture of caution and boldnefs. Fabius chofe di&ator. 
for his general of the horfe Minutius Rufus , whofe temper 
was more hot and violent. Having made what preparations 
he was able, he fet forward to meet Hannibal , lei’s with a 
defign to fight him than to watch his motions, ftraiten his 
quarters, and cut off his provifions, which he knew would 
be the moft efte<Stual way to ruin him, in a country fo far 
diftant from his own. He always encamped on the higheft: 
grounds, free from the infults of the enemy’s cavalry, but ftili 
keeping pace with them: when they marched, he followed 
them; when they encamped, he did the fame, but at fuch a 
diftance as not to be forced to engage; by which means he 
gave them no reft, but kept them in a continual alarm. This 
cautious way of proceeding, which got him the name of 
Cun ft at or) made moft men fufpedb his courage j but Hanni - 
for/judged otherwife. This laft, intending to go to Cajinum, 
was by miftake conducted to Cafilinum near Campania, where 
entering a valley environed with mountains, Fabius detached 
four thoufand chofen men who poiTefled themfelves of the 
entrance, and with another party cut off eight hundred of 
the enemy’s rear and put their w r hole army into fome diforder. - 
Hannibal , finding himfelf blocked up, and in a dangerous Hannibal 
fituation, one night ordered fmall faggots and lighted torches extricates 
to be tied to the horns of two thoufand oxen, which, by himfelf 
their tolling their horns and fcattering the fire, fo fright- from a 
cued the guard that they quitted their polls, and gave Ha?mi - dangerous 
bal an opportunity to draw off* his army. _ fituation. 

This action, though excellently well managed by Fabius , 
caufedmany complaints againfthim, which Hannibal fecretly 
improved as much as he could; and, to give them the greater 
appearance of being well founded, he ravaged the country 
all around him, but artfully fpared Fabius 1 s lands, to render 
him lufpefted of a fecret correfpondence with him. Thefe 

fufificions, and Fabius* s want of courage, as his men be- 
Vol. IV. O kved. 
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lieved, proved fo prejudicial to him, that, in his abfence 
foon after, Minutius , his general of the horfe, having Ibir- 
mifhed with fome fuccefs, became fuch a favourite with the 
multitude, that his power was made equal with that of the 
dictator; a thing without example. Minutius was fo exalted 
with his late fuccefles and this new honour, that he refolved 
contrary to all the perfuaftons of Fabius , to engage Hannibal 
with his part of the army. The Carthaginian cunningly 
drew him into a difadvantageous place, where he was in 
great danger of being defeated, when Fabius , who had ob- 
ferved the addon from an eminence in his camp, falling up¬ 
on the enemy, forced them to retreat and faved Minutius . 
Hannibal ', after this battle, told his friends, that he thought the 
cloud which had Jo long hovered upon the mountains would fome 
time break upon them with a form. Minutius , convinced of his 
error, renounced his new power, and freely fubjected his of¬ 
fice to the dictatorfhip. 

Fabius’s power expired, and /Emilius Paulus and Terentius 
Varro were chofen confuls. The former was prudent and 
experienced; the latter, hot, rafh, and inconfiderate. They 
got together an army of eighty thoufand foot and fix thou- 
i’and horfe, which gave great hopes to the people, but raifed 
as great fears in fome of the wifer fort, efpecially Fabius , who 
ftrongly cautioned /Emilius to beware of the policy of Hannibal, 
and the rajhnefs of Varro. Both armies met at a village in 
Apulia , called Cannes , where Varro refolved to engage, con¬ 
trary to JEmilius* s advice, the enemy being about forty thou¬ 
fand foot and twenty thoufand horfe. This battle was fought 
with prodigious fury on both fides ; and Hannibal had placed 
his men with fuch art, that the Romans were not only forced 
to fight with wind, dull, and fun, but, on their preffing for¬ 
ward, they were in a little time almoft furrounded. The 
abilities of the Punic general never appeared fo much as on 
this occafion. His fkill much more than over-matched the 
fuperior number of the Romans , of whom a moft dreadful 
flaughter was made, till Hannibal , quite weary of it, com¬ 
manded his fold iers to give over. The conful /Emilius was 
killed, and with him fifty thoufand men. Polybius fays fe- 
venty thoufand, two qureflors, twenty-one tribunes, eighty 
of the fenatorial order, and fo many knights, that it is faia 
three bufhels of their rings were fent to Carthage. The ene¬ 
my" loft but 5700 men. 

The conftei nation of Rome upon the news of this dreadful 
difafter, is eafier to be imagined than deferibed. It was fuch, 
that it was thought neceftary'to create a dictator to preferve 
order in the city, and to let ftri£t guards at the gates to keep 
the people from abandoning it. Varro arrived foon after with 
the fhattered remains of his army ; and, though he had been 
the principal caufe of this defeat, yet the Romans , out of an 
extraordinary greatnefs of mind, went out to meet him in 
multitudes, and the fen ate returned him thanks, for that ht 
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tad not (Impaired of the commonwealth. Notwithftartding this 
prodigious lofs, and the revolt of a great part of Italy imme¬ 
diately after it, the Romans would never fo much as mention 


peace. 

If Hannibal, after this vi&ory, had marched diredftly to 
Rome, he might, in all probability, have put an end both to 
the war and the Roman Hate : but, as Maherbal , captain of 
his horfe, told him, he knew perfectly he tv to gain a vikory, but 
not how to ufe and improve it. His negligence that fummer 
gave the Romans an opportunity of recovering themfelves, 
when they were almoft reduced to a defpairing condition. 

But what proved rnoft fatal to him, was, his wintering in 
Capua , a wealthy and moft luxurious city, which, among 
many others, had furrendered to him iince his laft vi&ory. 

Here he utterly fpoiled an excellent and hardened army. His 

men, before inured to toil and labour, were now fo enervated 

by their immoderate ufe of the pleafures and effeminacies of 

that place, that they could not bear fatigue, or the ftrictnefs 

of the antient military difeipline. Capua proved as fatal to Han- Year of 

nibal’s foldiers, as Cannes had been to the Romans. From this Rome c 3 ? 

time his fortune began to change; for, in the next campaign, A change 

a gain ft which the Romans had made all poffible preparations, j n the for- 
even arming feveral thoufands of flaves, he was worfted by tune of 

the pnetor Marcellus in a fally out of Nola ; and repulfed at Hannibal, 
Cafliman, after he had brought the place to great extremities; 
and, not long after, Marcellus gained a confiderable advan¬ 
tage over him near Nola. Thefe fucceffes made the Romans 
hope for greater. 

In Spain , the Scipios managed the war fuccefsfully, de- The Ro- 
feating both Hanno and Aflrubal ; which laft had juft received mans hue- 
orders from Carthage to join Hannibal in Italy. In Sicily and cefsful in 
Sardinia, though feveral attempts were made by the Cartha- Spain 
giniems, and fome revolts happened, yet affairs fucceeded Sicily ’ 

profperoufly, efpecially in Sardinia, where a battle was Sardinia 
fought in which twelve thoufand Cartbaginia?is were killed, * 

and a great many taken prifoners, among whom were fome 
of great diftin&ion. 


Rome had now the misfortune of having enemies on all hides 
of her, and in all parts of her dominions; fo that the vigor 
and diligence of her inhabitants in fending recruits and fup- 
phes into Spain, Sicily, and Sardinia, was really admirable. 
But a ftill greater inftance of the Roman courage and masna- 


magna- and 


numty, was their proclaiming war againfl Philip, king of 
Macedon , not long after their defeat at Cannes, for his mak- 


againft 
Philip of 


ing a league with Hannibal-, and their invading his dominions, Macedon . 
which they did with good fuccefs. 

The affairs of Sicily were foon altered by the death of Hiero The Ro - 
king of Syracufe, and the murder of his grandfon Hieronymus mans be- 
not long after, which occafioned great factions in that city, iiege and 
I he prevailing party being againft the Romans, Marcellas talce Syr# 


was lent thither. 


He befieged Syracufe by fea and land, but 
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could not ftorm it with'all his power, his efforts of every kind 
being always baffled by the fkill of that great mathematician 

Archimedes who contrived fuch engines as demolifhed all the 
batteries and fome of the fhips of the Romans. Syracufe held 
out three years, and was at laft taken by furprize, wh'ilft all 
its inhabitants were bulled with a fcftival. Marcellus could 
not help ftiedding tears at the deftru&ion of fo glorious and 
magnificent a city, which he endeavoured to fave, but could 
not i but what grieved him moft of all was, the death of Ar¬ 
chimedes^ whom he had given lfri<Sfc orders to his men not to 
Archime- hurt. Archimedes was juft then fo intent upon his ftutlies, that 

des killed, he did not obferve the noife and uproar in the city; and a 

common foldier, not knowing him, entered his houfe and 

killed him. His body was honourably interred by Marcelluh 

order. Syracufe was twenty-two miles in compafs, and the 

plunder of it hnmenle. 

Year of The wars in Italy, during this time were attended with 
Rome' 42 various luccefs. Tar en turn was betrayed to Hannibal , but the 

Tarentum caftle ftill held out; and the Romans invefted Capua , and 
betrayed ftrai<ditened it fo that the inhabitants were forced to fend to 
: o Hanni - Hannibal for relief. He made no great hafte to relieve them, 

wanting to take the caftle of Tarcntum firft; but conlidenng 
afterwards how great a difgrace the lofs of fuch a place as 
Capua would be, he broke up the fiege of Tarentuin , and di¬ 
rected his march thither. He attacked the Romans in their 
trenches, but was repulled with confidcrable lofs. Finding 
that attempt too hazardous, he refolved to fall upon Rome 
itfelf, and accordingly marched that way, expe&ing that the 
very name of fuch an enterprize would oblige them to raiie 
the fiege. In that, however, he was difappointed: the pro- 
conful, Fulvius , only was fent for from the fiege, with fif¬ 
teen thoufand foot and ten thoufand horfe, for the defence of 
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Hannibal was then encamped about eight miles from the 

city, but he foon after advanced to the river Arno , within 

three miles of Rome ; from whence he went to take a view 

of the city with a party of two thoufand horfe. Flaccus foon 

forced him to retreat. Soon after he decamped, and marched 

to the river Turia , and from thence to the lake of Fcroma, 

where he plundered a temple of that goddefs, and afterwards 

traverfed the countries of the Lucani and Brutii in the fame 

outrageous manner. Capua furrendered foon after. The 

heads of the revolt were put to death, and the common peo- 


This 


rpund about it, was referved for the ufe of all forts of huf- 
bandmen, labourers, and artificers, without any fhew of 
government of its own, as it formerly had. 

The Ho* Valerius Lcevinus , one of the conluls for the next year, 
mans being fent into Sicily, reduced that whole ifland to the Kc- 
mafters of man obedience. This was the firft time that the Romans had 


next year, 
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matters 
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ful 
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ful the following year, in which Tarentum was betrayed into 
his hands. The number of free citizens this year was but 
one hundred and thirty-feven thoufand, one hundred and 
eight; which Ihews what prodigious Ioffes the Romans had 
fuftained by the late wars. Marcellus’s fuccefs againft Han¬ 
nibal this year, was unequal. The year after he was made 
conful a fifth time, when, going againft Hannibal , he was 
(Iain in an ambufeade. Marcellus was called the /word, and 
Rabins the buckler, of Rome. His collegue, Crifpus , alfo re¬ 
ceived a wound, which proved mortal. 

The following year, A/drubal was ordered to leave Spain y 
and go to the afliftance of his brother Hannibal in Italy j 
whereupon the conful, Livius, was fent to meet and oppofe 
him, whilft his collegue, Nero , obferved Hannibal s motions. 

Nero, having had fome fuccefs againft Hannibal', with great 
fecrecy and expedition joined his collegue with a detachment 
of fix thoufand foot and one thoufand horfe ; and they two 
furrounded A/drubal, and cut his whole army in pieces. Nero A/drubal 
returned immediately to his camp, and, before Hannibal defeated 
knew of his departure, caft his brother’s head into his camp, and killed, 
which was the firft information he had of his defeat. The Year of 
year after this, Scipio reduced all Spain to the obedience of Rome $47. 
Rome, and drove the Carthaginians entirely out of it. But All Spain 
Hannibal ftill continued to harrafs Italy. reduced. 

Scipio, on his return from Spain, when he was but twenty- 
nine years old, was made conful and governor of Sicily, with 
leave to pafs over into Africa. He did fo, after ftaying a year Year of 
in Sicily to provide for His expedition ; and upon his arrival Rome 549; 
in Africa, he was joined by Ma/aniJ/a, king of Numidia, who Scipio goes 
had before aftifted him in Spain. Hanno, who oppofed him, into Afri- 
was defeated and (lain, together with three thoufand of the ca , 
Carthaginians', and Scipio, encouraged by this fuccefs, inverted 
Utica, "but afterwards railed the fiege on the approach of a 
numerous army of the enemy joined by Syphax , who had dif- 
pofTeffed Ma/anifja of his kingdom of Numidia . He invefted 
Utica again in the winter ; and learning that the enemy were 
encamped not far off, he fent fome of his men, difguifed 
like (laves, to view their camp, which, the tents being co¬ 
vered with mats, reeds, dry boughs, and the like, he fud- 
denly fet fire to, and, in the miaft of the hurry and confu- 
fion occafioned thereby, he fell upon them, killed forty and de- 
thoufand, and took fix thoufand prifoners. Not long after, feats the 
he gave them another great overthrow, which fo terrified the Carthagi- 
Carthaginians, that they recalled Hannibal from Italy, where mans. 
he himfelf had been in a declining condition for a confidera- 
ble time, and where he had now fpent fifteen years. 

Syphax made a laft effort to defend his ufurpation. Having 
colledted a great number of raw undifciplined ftrangers, he 
ventured to give Scipio battle, but was defeated and taken Ma/ani/in 
prifoner. Ma/ani/Ja marched with all fpeed to Cirta, the ca- regains 
pital of Numidia , which, being informed of Syphax 's fate, Numidiat 
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■principal canje of all Syphax's treachery, 
nijfa , in a violent pailion, tent her a bowl of poifon j at "re¬ 
ceiving which file only fa id, That if her hu/band had no better 
token to find to his new wife, fie nivjl accept of that ; adding. 

Id have been more honourable, if her marriave 


Hannibal 


and poi- 

fons her. 'That her death wo, 

had been farther ft 

Hannibal arrived at JLeptts , after a paiiage of a tew days, 
totally de- and from thence marched to Adrwneium, and next to Zana, 
feated by five days journey from Carthage. Scipio was encamped not 
Sdpio. far from him. The Carthaginians made feme overtures of 

peace; but they not being agreed to, the decision of the quar¬ 
rel was referred to the 1'vvord. Never was a more memorable 
battle fought, whether we confider the generals, the armies, 
the two dates that contended, or the importance of the vic¬ 
tory, on which depended, whether Rome or Carthage fhould 
give law to the world. Both generals /hewed the iitmo/t /kill 
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was overcome, with the lod of twenty thoufand /lain, and 
as many taken priloners. The Carthaginians , humbled by 
this blow, fent ambafiadors to Rome to beg peace, which was 
granted ; and, the power of concluding it being referred to 
Scipio and two others, was at Jalt agreed to upon the following 

L nr'I . .1 .1 • • /* 11 * 11 .1 • . • 


That the Carthaginians fiould enjoy 
ca ; but that the Romans fiould hold 

r7 /T __ _ cr’i. _, _// . 
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they fiould not make war in Africa, or elfcwherc, without leave 
fr ora Rome : 5, That they fiould ref ore to Mafani/Ta all that be¬ 
longed to him , and enter into alliance with him: 6, That they 
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unic or Ca. thaginian war, to the great fatisfaclion of 
and the great renown of Scipio, who, befides a mod fplendid 
triumph, obtained the furname of African ns. It was feven 
V’ars fhorter, but far more bloody and dangerous, than ti) 
fii/I Punic war. 

The Romans had now gained a conficierable addition of do¬ 
minion, riches, and honour, as well as of experience and 
knowledge in war. Their intcrccurie with the Greeks like¬ 
ly i 1 e 



igg 


OF THE WORLD. 

♦ 

wife gaye them a greater relifh than ever they had before for 
learning and the liberal arts. Ennius , Licinius Tcgula, and 
Cacilius , three dramatic poets who flourifhed about this 
time, afforded them much delight. One foreign war, how¬ 
ever, yet remained to be carried on : namely, that againft 
Philip of Macedon ; the occafion of which, already men¬ 
tioned, being now aggravated by his breach of faith with 
the JEtolians and other Ro?nan allies in thofe parts, by the 
complaints of Attains king of Pergamus , and thofe of the Rho¬ 
dians, and alfo by the earned: requeft of the Athenians , war 
was declared a-new againff him. 

This Philip, king of Macedon , was the tenth of the fuc- Fir ft Ma~ 
ceffors of Alexander the Great, and a powerful prince in cedonian 
Greece . The conful, Sulpicius Galba, worded him feveral war. 
times, and was very near taking him prifoner. With the af~ 
fiftance of Attains and the Rhodians , Sulpicius raifed the fiege 
of Athens ; upon which the AEtolians and the Athenians invaded 
Philip’s dominions. The praetor, .Furius, obtained a great 
viftory this year over the Gauls , who had revolted and invefted 
Cremona , killing thirty thoufand men, and with them Amil - 
car, a Carthaginian commander. For this adlion, after much 
difpute in the fenate, he triumphed, though againft the cuf- 
tom, and without precedents ; for none ever yet obtained this 
honour for a vitftory gained with another’s army, as he had 
this with the troops of the conful Aurelius Cotta , who there¬ 
fore very juftly refented this affair. Little was done in Ma¬ 
cedonia the year following: but the praetor, Behius, entering 
unadvifcdly into the territories of the Infubrian Gauls , was 
ftirrounded, and loft above fix thoufand fix hundred of his 
men. _ 

In the third year of the Macedonian war, the conful, Quin- 
tus Flaminius , beat Philip out of the Streights, where he was 
advantageoufly pofted; and his brother Lucius , affifted by At- 
talus , attacked him by fea, and regained feveral confederate 
towns. The praetors in Rome were increafed this year from Year of 
four to fix, by reafon of the great bufinefs of the common- Rome 556. 
wealth: and the time being come for the election of con- 
fuls, the tribunes rightly obferved, that the cuftomof making 
the new confuls fuperfede the old ones, greatly hindered the 
progrefs of the wars ; whereupon Quintus was continued in 
his command. He was then upon the point of taking the 
caftle of Opus , and Philip defired to treat with him; but they 
came to no agreement. Soon after, Philip delivered up Argos 
into the hands of Plabis , tyrant of Laccdte?no?i , who ufed the 
inhabitants with great cruelty and oppreffion. Quintus at Philip of 
laft followed Philip into TheJJdly , and defeated him entirely Macedon 
at Cynocephala , killing eight thoufand, and taking five thou- forced to 
fand pri(oners ; fo that he was forced to beg peace, which make 
was granted. About the fame time, two great victories peace, 
were gained oyer the Gauls 5 and the flaves in Hetruria , who 
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had revolted, were quelled and chaftifed by the praetor At- 
tilius . 

The Roman. r, from a principle of generality, refolved to 
rcflore liberty to the cities of Gr eece which they had taken in 
this war; and, to that end, they lent thither ten of their 
greateft patricians, with Fla mini us at their head. Thel’e 
commiilioners went to the Ijlhmian games, where all the chief 
men of the Greeks were then alTembled; and there, in the 
name of the fenatc and people of Rome , they publicly pm. 
claimed liberty to all the cities and people of Greece , to the 
great and unexpected joy of all that heard it. Thus ended the 
iirft Macechmdn war, five years after it was laft proclaimed, 
and twenty after it firit began. 

The year following, fome difturbances were raifed in the 
city concerning the Oppian law; a law prefered by Oppius, 
tribune of the people, foon after the defeat at Carina, for¬ 
bidding women to wear gold or purple, and fome other or¬ 
naments. The prefent tribunes endeavouring to abrogate 
this law, the occafion of it being now removed, were vio¬ 


lently oppofed by the conful Portius Cato: but they, and the 
importunities of the women at laft prevailed, and the lav/ 
was annulled. Cato then went to Spain , which was his pro¬ 
vince, where, by his feverity to himfelf as well as his foldiers, 
he reftored the Roman difeipline, and reduced many of the 
Spanijlr nations which had lately revolted. The Romans 
were ftill at war with the Gauls , who had been joined by 
their neighbours the Ligurians’, but this war was not very 
burthenieme to the ftate, nor fuch as hindered the prcgrds 
of learning; in the city ; for about this time Plautus had many 
plays adieu at Rome , and it was he who firft brought comedy 
to its perfection there, having a great genius for that kind 
of compofition, and being a complete mailer of the Llin 
tongue, which, though not arrived to its utmoft purity, had 
even then a mafeuline ftrength and energy. 

The Romans were alfo not without fome wars in Greece’, 
for Nulls if ill oppofed them, but was foon forced to fubmit: 
and about this time, Antiochus , king of Syria, urged, partly 
by his own ambition and his hatred to Rome , and partly by 
the perfuafions of Hannibal , who had lately been forced thi¬ 
ther by the ingratitude of his own countrymen, made in- 
croachmcnts upon the Roman allies, which the Romans 
could not help relenting. Negotiations were fet on foot to 
accommodate matters, but to no great eftedt; and at laft 
Antiochus , whom the AEtolians had treacheroufly joined, pro¬ 
ceeded fo far into Greece itfelr, that the Romans proclaimed 
war againft him. 

I his Antiochus , who was one of Alexander’s fuccefibrs, was 
furnamed the Great , on account of his power and the ex- 
tenfivend's of his dominions. The greater preparations 
were therefore made againft him, and the conful Acinus was 

lent 
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fent into Greece to manage the war. Jcilius eafilv recovered Antiochus , 
all the places which Antiochus had taken in Thejjdly , and, king of 
following him to the {freights of Thermopylae gave him fuch Syria. 

• a overthrow, that he immediately quitted Greece , and left Year of 
the /Etolicins to the mercy of the conquerors. At the fame Romero. 
time, his collegue Naf.ca obtained a great vidfory over the 
Biion Gauls in Italy, which intirely broke all their power. 

Indus Scipio and Lalius Nepos were confuls for the next 
year, when the department of Greece was given to Scipio , 
with power to pafs into Afia, if he thought proper. Scipio 
Africanus was his lieutenant. 

Antiochus was now at Ephefns, where he thought himfelf 
fecure from the Romans ; but Hannibal , who had adviled 
him to invade Italy , told him, he rather wondered they were 
not already arrived, than doubted of their coming, and per* 
fuaded him to fend for his troops from the diftant provinces, 
and to get ready all his (hips, to guard the paflage of the 
Helcfpont , where the conful moft probably would pafs. 

Pcrgamus , the chief city of Eumenes, a friend to the Romans, 
was likewife invefted ; but the fiege was foon raifed, and 
Antiochus fent to the Roman admiral /Emilias, then on thofc 


coafts, to treat about a peace ; but /Emilius anfwered, that 
he had no power of concluding it without the conful. Soon 
after, the Rhodians defeated their admiral at fea, which was 
Hannibal , who was there out of his element, and who foon 
after loft that command, being again defeated by /Emilius , 
Eumenes, and the Rhodians. Antiochus , affrighted at this ill 
fortune, imprudently abandoned Lyfimachia , which might 
have kept the conful in action a year longer ; and, by ano- 


without oppolition. 
got footing in Afia , 


:red the Scipios to pafs the Hellefpont 
Fhis was the firft time that the Romans 


Europe 


Afn 


frier: 1 . to ine Romans , to pay half the charges of this war, 
and even to give up part of his own kingdom, if that was 
infilled on. But thefe propofals, though backed with the 


offer of releafing without ranfom the 
had been taken prifoner, were rejected 
tiochus prepared for a battle. Africanus 


i of Africanus, who 
Upon which. An - 


time ; but his brother, who gained by this expedition the 

r ****** * i J J • j * i ** r * 


lurname of Afiaticus, engaged Antiochus, whofe forces amount¬ 
ed to feventy thoufand foot, and twelve thoufand horfe, 
and totally defeated him. He was now defirous to make 
peace with the Romans on any terms, and accordingly fent 


Af 


told them, that the Romans 


were never wont to infult over their conquered enemies, and 
therefore nothing fhould be required of him more than for¬ 
merly. The terms were, to pay fifteen thoufand talents of 
Ettbaa for the expcncc of the war ; to quit all their pof- 
ie (lions in Eurc-t>c, and likewife all Aim oil this fide of Mount 

Taurus ; 


Antiochus 
totally 
defeated. 
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Year of 
Rome 565 


Taurus ; to deliver up. Hannibal and otner incendiaries, and 
to p-ive twenty hoitages for let: u ring the peace. 

I'lanUus , cne of the confute for the next year, chaftifcd 
the JEiolians for their late behaviour in Greece. , and, fuoa 



Scipio A- 

fricamis 
maiiciouf- 


year was 258,228. . 

In the third'year after the ending of the war with Antis- 


c b USy Scipio Africanus was malicioufiy accufed of defrauding 
the treafury of the booty taken in the war, and of too dole 
ly accufed a correfpondence with Antiochus , together with fome other 
1 matters of the like nature. A day was^ fixed for him to an- 

fwer this charge before the people. The time appointed 
being come, and the tribunes having taken their places in 
the roflra , Scipio entered the affembly, with a mighty train 
of friends and clients, all the people having their eyes fixed 
upon him with admiration. Silence being made, he, with 
an undaunted bravery, put on his triumphal crown, and, 
with the voice of a conqueror, cried. This very day , 0 Ro¬ 
mans, I overcame the fierce Hannibal, and vauquijhed the powerful 
Carthaginians. Let us therefore lay afide private contcfl 
™ +• fid, capitef to thank the gods for giving me tne power off.t- 
iV „ }) >y country fo {rreat a fervice . At thefe words he walked 
on to the capital; the whole afiembly followed him, and 
left the tribunes alone, who from accufers were now be¬ 
come admirers. 

Shortly after, the fenate accufed him in the fenate-houfe, 
nd defined he might be 


X 


e> 


brought to 


his anfwer. 


! P 


boldly riling up, produced his books and accounts, and tore 
them in pieces before them all, difdaining to give an ac¬ 
count for fo Email a matter, in comparifon of the vaft lums 

_ . • 1 A .1 1 __ 


he 


... had brought into the treafury. Another day was ap 
pointed for his trial, when his brother appearing, declared 
that he was indifpofed, and could not attend. A third day 
v/as thereupon fixed, berore which time he withdrew to 
Liutemum, a lea town of Campania , and there lived a pri¬ 
vate life. In his abfence the" tribunes were very violent 
n*n\inft him but through the interpolation of Gracchus, wno 

— ~ c them, he was not condemned. His brother 


SrihmAfi- was one or 


aticn: 
like wife 


fh 


ter:? of the fame nature, and iikewife efcaped public pu- 

• /t 1 yOr 7 Z P * e a f* ri nM11 f" 


accufed. niuimcnt by Gracchus'z means 

three years after, and, in th 

Year of 
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Africanus died 
. died aifo Hai 
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outu 


Death of 


who, after wandering from place to place, to 
into the hands of the Remans , at Lift Red to Prnf 
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„ s witneflcs of the violated faith of king Prufias, and up-' 
braiding the prefent Romans with degenerating from their 
anceftors, who had honourably prevented the murther of 
their mortal enemy Pyrrhus ; whereas thefe had bafely fent 
Prufias to murder his gueft and friend. 

x 7 . i r. r * .1 Tl 1 • n 



uma 


tire Ccltiherians in Spain, all which they reduced to fubjec- Works of 


tion. About this time were found the works of Nu?naPom- jy 
piliusj the fecond king of Rome, after they had been buried p om pH; us 
in a Hone chcft 535 years. They were burnt by order of f ounc j/ 
the fenate. The number of free citizens of Rome amounted 

now to 293,244 


About two years after this, Perfeus, king of Mace don, the Second 
foil of Philip, emboldened by the great preparations his fa- Macedonia 
ther had made before his death, renounced the league made an war> 
with the Romans, and began the fecond Macedonian war, 
twenty-five years after the finifhing of the fir ft, and eighteen 

uintus Marcius and others 



rears after that with Antiochus. _ 

were thereupon fent into Greece, to fecure the confederates 
in their fidelity. Perfeus then repenting what he had done, 
applied to Marcius about a treaty for peace, relying upon 
the ancient friendfhip between their two families. The 
ambafladors, to divert him from action, politicly granted 
him a truce till they could fend to Rome ; for had he began 
the war juft then, he v/ould have taken the Romans at a 


• . 1 


great di fad vantage, they having neitner army nor com¬ 
mander yet arrived in Greece. 

The fenate denied him peace, and the conful Attilius was 
fent to feize upon Bariff'a , the chief city cf Theffdly. Per - 
fats thereupon ailembleu a more numerous army than any of 
his predeceflbrs had had fince Alexander the Great. The 
conful Licinius led fuch raw undifeiplined troops into Mace¬ 
donia, and through fuch difficult and almoft impaffable pla¬ 
ces, that had Perfeus made his advantage of this opportuni¬ 
ty, he might eafily have deftroyed them. Inftead of this, 
he fent to Licinius, offering to fubmit on the fame terms as 
his father Philip had done : but this propofal was alfo re¬ 
jected. Soon after the praetor Lucretius took ’Thebes and 
A'mrtus, and the conful poffeffed himfelf of fomc towns, and 
then went into winter quarters ; whilft Appius Claudius loft 
many men in Illyricum. The next year, the conful Hcjlilius , 
who fucceeded to this command, did little more than bring 
iiis men to that ancient difeipline which his prcdeceflor had 
too much neglebted. Perfeus might have taken great advan¬ 
tage of the inexperience of the next commander, Marcius 
Philippus, but, ftruck with a groundlefs paniiic, he retreated 
to Pydna, and left all the paffes open to him. 1Emilius 


Paulus, who had been conful feventeen years before, fuc- 

cceded Marcius , and came to a battle with the Macedonians , 

* # 


in 
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Per/ms in which Pcrfeus loft the day, and with it his kingdom 
totally de- He fled to the ifle of Crete , where, being abandoned by all 
feated, he furiendercd himfclf into the hands of Cn. Odlavivs. Ami- 
and driven Hus lev ere ly chaftifed the Epirots , who had joined with Per- 
irom his fens, plundering and demolifhing about feventy of their 
kingdom, towns. This booty was fo great, that the fhare of each foot 

foldier amounted to upwards of feven pounds ftcrling, and 
that of the horfe to twice as much. The troops got little 
or no plunder in Macedonia , nor any of the king’s treafure 
for which reafon they denied their general a triumph,which 
he, however obtained, and that a more fplendid one than 
Rome had fcarce ever feen before. Perfcus and his two foiib 
Endofthe being led before his triumphal chariot. Cn. Oftavius , who 
the fccond commanded the Roman fleet, triumphed alfo this year; as 
Macedoni- did likewife L. Anicius , before whole chariot was led Gen- 
an war, tins, king of the Illyrians , who had been a confederate with 
and of the Perfeus . Thus ended the fecond Macedonian war in three 
kingdom years time, and with it the kingdom of Macedon , one hun- 
of Mace- dred and fifty-fix years after the death of Alexander the 
den. Great. This conqueft brought* two hundred millions of 

fcfterces into the treafury. 

Year of The Romans had now attained fuch a height of grandeur, 
Rome 586. that many kings and potentates became voluntary Suppliants 

to the fenate, and begged their friendfhip and prote&ion. 
Learning too flourilhed among them more than ever, being 
greatly promoted by their intercourfe with the Greeks^ 
whom they had lately conquered, and much encouraged by 
Hcipio and Lalius , two noble patrons of eloquence, poetry, 
and the arts. In this time flourifhed the famous comedian 

! Terence , whofe writings helped greatly to perfedf the Roman 
tongue. His firfl: play was adted about a year after the con- 
quelt of Macedonia. With the learning, riches, and domi¬ 
nions of Rome , were likewife increafed the number of its 
inhabitants, which now amounted to 312,081 free citizens. 
For feven teen or eighteen years after this, the Romans were 
employed in quelling revolts and infurredtions among theX/- 
gurians , Corficam , Dalmatians , Spaniards , and Macedonians ; 
but none of thefe wars were of fufficient confequence to 
merit a particular detail. 


Year of 
RcmeOo^ 


Soon after they were over, the Romans began the third 
Punic war, under pretence of the Carthaginians being in 
arms againfl: MaJJdniJJd , a Roman ally, though they had fuf- 

The Roman ambafladors who 


The third ficicnt juftce on their fide. 


/ 
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were fent to Carthage , finding that city very rich and flou- 
riihing, (the efledb of fifty years peace) at their return, in¬ 
fixed much on the danger which threatened Rome from that 
ftatc. Cato, in particular, on whatever bufinefs he fpoke in 
the fenate, always ended his fpeech with faying, Delenh 


* Veil. Patcrc. 
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c[l Carthago) Carthage mujl he dejlroyetL In this he was often 
oppofed by 'Scipio Noften , who juftly foretold, that upon the 
removal of fo powerful a rival, lecurity would caule the 
ruin and diffolution of the Roman commonwealth. Cato’s 
reafons, however, prevailed, and both the confuls were lent 
with orders to deftroy Carthage. The Carthaginians , af¬ 
frighted at the preparations of the Romans , immediately con¬ 
demned thofe who had broken the league, and humbly of¬ 
fered any reafonable fatisfaclion. Anfwer was returned, 
that they fhould enjoy all as formerly, provided they fent 
three hundred hoftages of the chief of the city within thirty 
days to Sicily , and did what the confuls fhould farther com¬ 
mand them. The hoftages were fent within the limited 
time; and on the arrival of the confuls at Utica, the Car¬ 
thaginians fent deputies to wait upon them, and know their 
pleafure. The conful Ccnforinus demanded all their arms, 
which were delivered up, without any fraud. They then, 
with tears and all poflible fubmiflion, begged for mercy, and 
defired to know their laft doom. The confuls told them, 
that they were commanded to leave their city, which they 
had orders to level with the ground ; and that they might 
build another any where elfe in their own territories, but 
not within lefs than ten miles of the fea. This fevere com¬ 
mand was received with all the concern and rage of a de- 
fpairing people ; and the Carthaginians refolved to fuffer the 
greateft extremities, rather than abandon their ancient ha¬ 
bitation. 

The confuls were in no hurry to begin the war, not 
doubting but they fhould eafily become mafters of the city, 
defencelefs as it now was. I 3 ut they found it otherwife ; 
for the inhabitants, both men and women, worked night 
and day to make arms ; and where iron and brafs were 
wanting, they made ufe of gold and ftlver ; and the women 
cut off the hair of their heads, to fupply the place of tow or 
flax. Jfdrubaly who had lately been condemned, was now' 
made their general and governor of the city, where he had 
already a good army. The confuls were repulfed feveral 
times with lofs, which would probably have been much 
greater, had not Scipio JEmdlus found means to gain over 
Pharneas , who commanded the Carthaginian horfe. Majja- 
nijfa died this year, at the age of ninety, leaving his king¬ 
dom and a young fon to Scipio’s care ; and the fame year Cu - 
to died at Rome in the eighty-fifth year of his age. 

The confuls did but little the following year, for they only 
inverted Clupea and Hippo , without taking either of them. 
But at Rome the eyes of all were fixed upon Scipio , who was 
looked upon as deftined to end the war ; and whereas he 
fought only for the aedilefhip, the people.gave him the con- 
lulfhip, diipenfing with his age and other ufual qualifica¬ 
tions. Scipio foon let them know that their honours were 
not ill beftowed ; for having reftored difeipiine, which had 

been 
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been too much neglected by the late confuls, he foon took 
that part of Carthage ' called Megcra , and drove the inhabi¬ 
tants into the citadel, or Byrfa. Then fecuring the ifthmus 
which led to the city, he cut off* all fupplies of provifioiu 
from the country, and blocked up the haven. But the be- 
ficged, with incredible induftry, cut out a new pafTage into 
the fea, by which they could, at certain times, receive nc- 
ceffaries from the army without. Scipio therefore, in the 
beginning of the winter, attacked that army, of which he 
killed feventy thoufand, and took ten thoufand prifoners. 
The befieged, now deprived of all afliftance from abroad, 
were by this means reduced to the utmoft diftrefs. In the 
beginning of the next fpring, he took, with prodigious flaugh- 
ter of the beiieged, all the city, except the citadel, which 
Hill held out fome time longer, but at laff furrendered, on 
condition that the lives of all fhould be fpared, the authors 
of the revolt excepted. Upwards of fifty thoufand laid 
down their arms, and were faved. AJdruhal , foon after, did 
the fame, for which he was much reviled by the revolters, 
who, finding their condition defperate, fet fire to the temple, 
and burnt themfelves with it. Afdrubal's wife too, in her 
rage, threw herfelf and two children into the midft of the 
Carthage flames. This magnificent city, which was twenty-four 
taken and miles in compafs, continued burning feventeen days, at the 
deftroyed. end of which it was totally reduced to afhes. The Roman 

fenate received this news with extraordinary joy, and fent 
Year of fome of their own order to affift Scipio in difpofing of the 
Rome608. country. Heavy curfes were denounced againft whoever 

fhould attempt to rebuild Carthage . All the cities which 
had affifted in this war were ordered to be demolifhed, and 
the lands given to the friends of the Roman people ; and the 
reft of the towns were to be tributaries, and governed yearly 
by a praetor, appointed for that purpofe. All the captives 
were fold, except fome of the principal. Such was the fatal 
end of one of the moft renowned cities in the world, feven 
hundred and eight years after it was firft built, and upwards 
of one hundred years after it had been the rival of Rome ; 
and thus alfo ended the third and laft Carthaginian war, in 
the fourth year after it began, to the great increafe of the 
dominions, power, and riches of the Roman ftate. This 
Scipio , like the former, was honoured with the furname oi 
Africanus. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

jPfcm the Deftruftion of Carthage to the Battle of 
A & i u m , when the Roman Republic was changed 
into a Monarchy. 

T H E year in which Carthage was deftroyed, proved r . , 

equally fatal to Corinth , one of the nobleft cities in , ° riKt fn 
Greece. The Achaians had not only affronted the Roman m0 1 a ~ 
ambafiadors that were fent to diffolve the confederacy of the e * 
ftates of Greece , and leave the cities of that country to the 
government of their own peculiar laws, but like wife joined 
with others in a war againfi: the Lacedaemonians, who were 
allies of Rome. For thefe reafons the fenate decreed war 
againfi: them, and Metellus , then in Macedonia , was ordered 
to manage it. Accordingly, he drew down his army thro* 

Thtijaly into Bcvotia , overthrew Critolaus , and took Thebes 
and Megara. For thefe exploits he was furnamed Macedo¬ 
nian. The conful Miminius , who fucceeded him in his 
command, defeated the Achaiah general Dieus , and took Co¬ 
rinth, which he levelled with the ground, becaufe that was 
the place were the ambafiadors had been affronted. Pur¬ 
ging his advantage, he reduced all Greece and Epirus into 
the form of a province, afterwards called by the general 
name of Achaia \ and by his fuccefs he obtained the furname 
of Achaicus . 

It was now feventy-four years fince the Romans firft in- Year of 
vaded Spain, where many ftruggles had been made, efpeci- RomeG 09. 
ally lince the departure of the elder Scipio Africanus. Viri- 
aius , who from a fhepherd became a robber, and from a Affairs of 
robber a general of a numerous party of men like himfelf, the Ro - 
now gave them full employment. Fabius , the brother of mant ia 
Scipio the younger, was reduced to fuch extremities, that he Spain. 4 
was forced to accept of peace on equal terms, which Capio , 
one of the confuls for the following year, refufed to (land to, 
having received new orders from the fenate to profecute the 
war. Capio attempted to deftroy Firiatus by furprife ; but 
he efcaped, and foon after fent ambafiadors to treat of a. 
peace. Caepio fo wrought upon the ambafiadors, that, to 
their fhame, and his great dimonour, they murdered Viria- 
u <{ in his bed at their return. But the moft difficult part of 
this war was at Numantia , a town of Gallacia , of no great 
bignefs, but inhabited by people of extraordinary valour, 
before Tiriatus’s death, they had foiled P.ompeius the con¬ 
sul feveral times, and likewife his fucceflor Marcianus. Both 
of thefe had been obliged to make difhonourable treaties 
with them ; but pretences were afterwards found to break 

them. 
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them, and Marctanus was delivered up to the enemy. Af- 
ter this, Brutus defeated many thoufands of the Lujttanian.s 
and overthrew the Gallacians : but the proconful Lepidus at¬ 
tacking the Vaec&i, a harmlefs and quiet people of the hj. 
thermoft Spain, was intirely defeated by them. 

Scipio lays The Roinans, difheartened by thefe misfortunes, chofe &/- 
fiege to pio Africanus conful a fecond time, looking uyon him as the 
Kumantia chief hope and bulwark of their country. His fir ft C;lre 
the inha- was to reftore difeipline, to the want of which the late bad 
bitants of fuccefs of the Romans had been owing : but when he came 
which to engage, he found the courage of the enemy fa extraordi- 
burn their nary, that he refolved to avoid fighting, and to lay clofe 
city and liege to Numantia ,. The befieged were atlaft fo ftraitened 
them- that they offered to yield upon reafonable terms, or to fight, 
(elves. if they might have battle given them, notwithftanding the 

great inequality of their numbers. But neither of thefe be¬ 
ing allowed them, they fallied out upon the befiegers with 
inch defperate fury, that the Romans muff have been defeat¬ 
ed, had any other general but Scipio commanded them, 
'The A urnantians, finding it impolfible to refill any longer, 
rather than be taken priloners, burnt their city and them- 
felves, fo that fcarce a man remained to grace the vi&or’s 
triumph. This city, with only four thoufand men, had, 
for fourteen years together, withftood the efforts of forty 
thoufand Romans , and often put them to great lofs and fhame. 
It held out fifteen months againft Scipio. 

The Romans now began daily to degenerate from their 
ancient modefty, plainnefs, and feverity of life ; adducing 
themfelves more and more to plea Cure and luxury ; for the 
Afiatic expeditions and triumphs having brought in excels 
and riot, and the ruin of Carthage taken away all fear; idle- 
nefs and fecuritv, as well as avarice and ambition, by de¬ 
grees Hole in upon them, and almoft a general corruption 
began to mix with the ftate. For though after this time 
many a powerful people were fubdued, arts and learning 
daily increal'ed and flouriilied, and great glory was obtained 
abroad ; yet it was often ftained and fulhed with inglorious 
iadlions, feditious jealouiies, and contentions at home, 
lometimes to the Ihedding of one another’s blood, of which 
that of Tiberius Gracchus was the firft remarkable inftance. 
T. Crete- This perfon, who was the elder Africanus' s grandfon, and 
i’hu; cn- of a ftirring and active fpirit, had a lhare in Manchius's dif- 
deavours honourable treaty in Spain, for which being reflected on by 
to tnake the fcr.ate, who, not without injuftice, had broke it, ana 
hitnkdf being therefore both nfliamed and affrighted, he endeavoured 
popular, to make himfelf popular, by reftraining the unjuft oppref- 

fions of the nobility, which were now far more notorious 
than formerly. To this end, procuring himfelf to be clefted 
tribune, he preferred a law, forbidding any man to pofiefs 
above five hundred acres of the public lands, and ordering 
the overplus to be divided among the poor. For it was 

cuftoniary 
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cuilomary for the Romans to divide thofe lands which were 
taken from their enemies among their own citizens, if ara¬ 


ble ; if not, the cenfors farmed them out to the other i 
bitants of Italy , or to the common fort of Roman;, i 


inha- 


upon 


condition, t.iat if they plowed them, they fhould pay the 
tenth part of the corn, and the fifth of otner fruits ; hut if 
they did not plow them, they pai l a certain rent. But 
corruptions daily increafing in the flute, the poor hufband- 
men were, by degrees, thruft out of their pofieffions by the 
rich, who, by purchafing and other methods, got all thofe 
lands into their own hands ; fo that the public Was de¬ 
frauded of its revenues, and the poor of their livelihood. 

Gracchus infilled ftrongly on the immediate reformation A new 
of thefe infamous abufes, and to that end procured the Lid- triumvi- 
nian law to be inforced by an additional claufe, purporting, rate ap- 
that one half fhould be given to the children, and the reft pointed to 
divided among fuch poor as had nothing. And left any examine 
fhould go about to enlarge their portions by purchafe, a into the 
yearly triumvirate was appointed to judge what lands were diflributi. 
public, and what private. Thefe matters, though at firft 0 n of 
carried on with fufficient moderation, greatly difgufted the lands, 
nobility and richer fort, who, by virtue of this law, were to 


part with much of their eftates ; and for that reafon they fre¬ 
quently infinuated to the people. That Gracchus had intro¬ 
duced this law with a defign only to difturb the government, and 
to put all things into conptfion. But Gracchus, who had great 
abilities and eloquence, eafily wiped off thefe afperfxons, and 
wrought the people into a rage againft the nobles. Oftavius, 
one of his collegues, oppofed his proceeding with much 
heat and violence; but Gracchus managed him fo, that he 
forced him to quit his office, and then put in his place Mum- 
mius, one of his own fadlion. This adlion of his, being 
without all precedent, much alienated the minds of many of 
the multitude; and even his own party thought he ufed too 
great a freedom with the facred office of the tribunefhip. 
Gracchus perceiving this, firft made a very plaufible defence ; 
and then, the more to ingratiate himfelf with the people, 
offered to prefer a law for diftributing the money which At¬ 
tains, king of Pergamus, had lately left, together with his 
kingdom, to the people of Rome. This caufed greater dis¬ 
turbances among the fenate and nobility than before, and 
all things were carried on with more violent feuds than ever ; 
fo that Gracchus* s death began to be thought the fureft means 
to quiet all difturbances. 

The fenate met to confider what was beft to be done; 
and all were of opinion, that Mutius Sccsvola, the conful, 
fhould defend the commonwealth by arms : but he refufed to 
do any thing by force. Whereupon Scipio Najiya, Grac- 
chus’s kinfman, cried out in a great paificn, Since the con¬ 
ful regards not the jafety of she commonwealth, lei every man that 
will defend the dii-nitv and author l tv of the laws, follow me f Up- 
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on this, he went diredtly up to the capitol, being accomp.-i- 

: i v n r . v r . _ _1_" r t 


Gracchus 

killed. 


dred cf his hearers. 


haranguing the people, and endeavouring to be choibn tri- 
The elder bune for the following year, they killed nim and three hun- 

This was the firft infurreduion among 
the Romans that ended with efi'ufion of blood, fmee the abo¬ 
lition of the kingly government. All former feditions, tho’ 
many of them were very great and lafting, were conftantly 
ended by one of the parties yielding to the other, and fub- 
mitting all to the good of the public ; for then riches and 

intereft were unknown to the Remans. 


privat 


About four 


i 

years after the death of Gracchus , three hundred and thirty 
thoufand, eight hundred and twenty-three free citizens were 
ceiled. 

Year of The civil difl'entions occafioned by Gracchus did not die 


Rome 625 . 


ft 


one 


with him; his law for the divifion of the lands being ftill 
in force, and the people extremely fond of it. He had a 
younger brother, called Cains , who, with Flaccus and Pa- 
pirius, compofed the triumvirate for dividing the grounds; 
in which they proceeded with great vigour, but met with in- 
furmountable difficulties. Cams afterwards obtained the tri- 
buneftiip, which gave him a fair opportunity to {hew his 
enmity to the fenate. He preferred feveral laws ; among the 

for diftributing the public com to every man 
monthly. Then procuring his office to be continued to him 
another year, he began to infpect ftridlly into the late cor¬ 
ruptions of the fenate; fuch as their taking bribes, felling of 
offices, and fuch like unjuft proceedings ; by which he found 
means to transfer the power of judging corrupt officers, from 
the fenators to the knights ; which gave the latter an extra¬ 
ordinary authority, and made a great alteration in the whole 
judges of government, by the addition of this new order, which, 
corrupt though inftituted by Romulus , and originally a part of the 

officers. commonwealth, had no particular authority before, but had 

always been included among the plebeians, being diftinguiffied 
only by their way of lervice. By this law of Gracchus, it 
was enacted, that the judging of corrupt officers fhould be 
peculiar to them. The power of thefe knights became ex¬ 
tremely burthenfome to the ftate, till, by degrees, their 
authority was diminifhed. The knights alone were wont 
to farm the public revenues and cuftoms from the cenfors, 
Publicans, and fiom thence they were called Publicans. Thefe were 

the principal of the equeftrian order, the ornaments of the 
city, and the ftrength of the ftate, who made up fo many 
companies as there were provinces fubjecl to the payment of 
toll, tribute, cuftom, 


K nights 
made 


or impoft. 

Cuius , having been twice tribune, 

and had many votes: but his collogues, offend at his 


ftood for it a third 


time, 

violent caniatre at this tin: 


r\ 

iS o 


w *-*' 

Minutius Rufi 


Ci 


iofcn 



211 


OF THE WORLD. 


chofen into his place; who began to abrogate many of his 
l.iv/s • wherein he was feconded by the conful Ophnhts, who 
was a profefled enemy to Cains, and endeavoured to find 
feme pjaufible pretence to put him to death. Upon this, 

Cains, at the inftigation of his friends, efpecially Fulvius, re- 
folved to raife forces, and at an aflembly in the capitol, he 
and his friends went thither privately armed. One Antiiius , 
a ferjeant, coming down from the capitol, cried out to Ful¬ 
vius and his friends, Yc factions citizens , make way for honcjl 
men! whereupon they immediately flew him. This murder 
caufed a great difturbance in the aflembly. Caius was very 
angry with thofe of his parly for giving his enemies fo much 
advantage againft him, and endeavoured to excufe himfelf, 
but could not be heard by reafon of the tumult. He there¬ 
fore retired home with his friends and confederates. The 
conful kept ftritSb watch all night in the city, and the next' 
day Antiiius 1 s corpfe was expoj’ed to open view juft before 
the fenate-houfe, in order to ftir up the people to revenge. 

The fenate invefted Opimus with an extraordinary power, 
and all the knights were ordered to be in arms. Cams and 
his friends then betook themfelves to Mount Aventine , offer¬ 
ing liberty to all flaves that fhould join them. The conful, 
on the other hand, proclaimed, that whoever fhould bring 
the head either of Cains or Fulvius, fhould receive its.weight 
in gold for a reward. Caius , finding that it would be impof- 
fible for him to make any long defence, fled to a grove be¬ 
yond the Tiber , where he made his fervant kill him. The Death of 
lervant immediately after killed himfelf, and fell down dead theyoung- 
upon his mafter. One Septbnulcius carried his head to Opi- er Grac- 
mus j and, it is faid, that, to make it weigh the heavier, he chus. Year 
took out the brains and filled the fkull with lead. Fulvius of Rome 


flying to a friend’s houfe, was betrayed and flain. 

The Gracchi had fo far changed the conftitutlon of the 
commonwealth, and the public peace was now fo far broken, 
particularly by the difunion of patriots and clients, that the 


631. 


Roman fo ate became very unfettled, and more than ever liable 
to any new revolution; and, though reformation might be 
their defign, yet it might well be feared that ruin would be 
the confequence of fuch difturbances in a ftate now fo cor¬ 
rupted by the greatnefs of its power and riches. 

Soon after the death of Caius Gracchus , a law was made, 
permitting the felling of land, which the elder Gracchus had 
forbidden. By this means, the poor, partly by purchafe, 
and partly by conftraint, were again difpoffeffed. After this, 
the law for the divifion of lands was intirely repealed by 
Bonus , and the grounds left to their antient owners, charged 
■with the payment of a certain fum to the people. But not 
long after, that payment was like wife fet afide, fo that the 
poor had nothing left. 

During thefe dcrr.eftic troubles, the Ro?nans were engaged Year of 
in a war with the AUdregi, a people inhabiting about the Rome 634 
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The war countries now called Daupbiny and Savoy, who had invaded 
with the the Media, allies of Rome , and had drawn the A vend into 
Aliobrogi, their confederacy. 'The Allobrcgi were hr ft overthrown by 

Domitius Mnobarbus ; and after him, Fabius Maximus, grand- 
fon to Paulas JEmilius, and adopted into the Fabian family 
defeated then:, together with the Averni and Ruteni, and 
Year of took one of their kings prifoner; for which he obtained the 
Rome 536. furname of Allobrogicus. About this time, Gallia Narbonenfn 
Gallia was reduced into a Roman province. Not long after, the 
Narboneti- Scordid, a people inhabiting Thrace , defeated the Roman ar- 
yifreduced my under the conful Cato ; but were afterwards driven back 
to a Ro- to their own country by the praetor Didius and the conful 
man pro- Drufus : and after this they afforded a glorious triumph to 
vince. Minatius and Metellus. The number of free citizens at the 

end of this war amounted to 394,336. 

Year of The great war in Numidia, called the Jugurthine war, be- 
Rome 643. gan foon after. Jugurtba, grandfon to Majjanijjd , murdered 
The Ju - his coufin Hiemfal to get his kingdom; and attempted to do 
gurthine the fame to his brother Adherbal: but this laft made his 
war. efcape, and fled to Rome for fuccour. Jugurtba, being fen- 

fible how much avarice and injuftice had crept into Rome , 
fent ambafladors with large prefer.ts; which had fuch an effect 
upon the fenate, that they decreed him half the kingdom, and 
fent ten commiflioners to divide it between him and Adher¬ 
bal. The commiflioners thinking they might lawfully imi¬ 
tate their matters in the fenate, were alfo bribed to give the 
richeft and moft populous part to Jugurtba: but he, not 
yet fatisfied, fell fuddenly upon Adhental , and getting him 
into his hands murdered him. For this, war was declared 
againfl: Jugurtba , and committed to the management of the 
conful Calpurnius BeJlia , who invaded Numidia , and took 
fome towns : but the golden weapons of Jugurtba flopped 
his career; and a treaty of peace was foon let on foot. Scati- 
rus , who accompanied the conful as his friend and counfellor, 
was likewife guilty of the fame crime. Upon this, the peo¬ 
ple fent the praetor CaJJius Longinus to Jugurtba , to perfuade 
him to come to Rome upon the public faith of the ftate; in 
hopes of difeovering, by that means, thofe who had been 
guilty of taking bribes. 

Jugurtba was eaftly perfuaded to make trial of the clemency 
of Rome, and to throw himfelf upon the mercy of the peo¬ 
ple. Accordingly he came to Rome , in a habit of deep 
mourning: but the moment he appeared in the aflembly, the 
tribune, Bebius, who had alfo been bribed to defer the bufi- 
nefs and delude the people, bad him hold his peace. At the 
fame time, one MaJJina , a coufin of Jugurtba' s, who had 
formerly fled from Africa to Ro?ne, was perfuaded, by the 
conful Albinus , to beg the kingdom of Numidia of the fenate: 
hut Jugurtba having intelligence of the defign, procured him 
to be alfaflinated, and conveyed the murderer away to bu¬ 
rn idi a. Jugurtba was thereupon ordered to depart. When 
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he was out of the city, he lifted up his hands and cried, O 
Rome, that would'jl thyfelf be fold, were there but a chapman for 
thee! fo extremely were the inhabitants degenerated. Aibinus 
followed him with an army, which, after fraying with it 
fometime, lie left with his brother Aldus , who, by virtue of 
fome compact, withdrew from Suthtd. , where the chief trea¬ 
sure of the kingdom lay, when he was jlift upon the point of 
inverting it. The centurions likewife were fo corrupted, 
that, when Aibinus returned, Jugurtha was luffered to break 
intojthecanip, from whence he beat out the army, and, either 
by force, or by former agreement, brought Aibinus to fubmit 
upon mbit diffionourable terms. 

The conful Met dim, who found affairs in this wretched 
condition, and the whole army almoft ruined for want of 
difcipline, brought his foldiers into fuch order, that, in two 
years he overthrew Jugurtha feveral times, and forced him to 
fubmit and beg for peace. But he foon broke it, and hofti- 
lities were again renewed. Metellus’ s lieutenant at this time 
was C. Marius , a man of frugality, policy, courage, and ex¬ 
perience in war ; a contemner of pleafure, but very ambiti¬ 
ous of honour; which made him extremely defirous to obtain 
thcconfulfhip. To this end, he privately blamed Metellus to 
the people ox Utica, faying, That he could take Jugurtha pri¬ 
soner in a few days with half the tinny. Complaints were here¬ 
upon fent to Rome againft Metellus ; and Cains, getting leave 
to go thither, obtained the confuJfhip and the management 
of the war, of which he foon fhewedhimfeif very capable, by 
taking, in a Ihort time, Capfa, a very rich and ftrong city ; 
and after that another, called Mulucha ; by which Jugurtha 
was fo reduced, that he was forced to have recoin ie to his 
father-in-law Bacchus, king of Mauritania, who joined him 
with his numerous cavalry. Marius had inverted Girt a when 
Bacchus approached with, it is faid, fixty thoufand horfe. A Marzus 
battle eniued, in which, after three days obftinate fight, the defeats 
two kings were entirely defeated. Another battle, in the Numi- 
which Marius is faid to have killed ninety thoufand of the dians and 
enemy, made Bacchus begin to repent of his enterprise, fie Maurita- 
fent to Rome to enter into a league; but all he could obtain mans, 
was pardon for his crime. Not long after, Marius furprifed 
Jugurtha in an ambufeade, took him prifoner, and delivered and takes 
him up to his quaeftor, Sylla, who had brought him a rein- Jugurtha 
forcement from Italy, and who learned under him that /kill priibner. 
in war which he afterwards employed againft bim. Jugur¬ 
tha, and his two Tons, Were led in triumph by Marius \ 

foon after which he was put to death by order of the 
fenate. 

While this war was carrying on in Africa, the C.imbri, a War with 
vagabond people.of Cimbrica Cherfonefus, now called Denmark, t ], e Con¬ 
joining with the Teutones, a nation of Germany, made dread- l r: \ 
hd irruptions into feveral parts of the Roman dominions; 
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Alps into Italy 
on; and Mmi 


was made coni'ul a fecond 


time, as 


the only man thought able to manage fo perilous a 
war, and to preserve the ftnte. While they continued in 

farms marched a gain ll their friends, the Tolofcns , in 
here his lieutenant, Sylla, took their king, Copilus, 
foner. Being made ccnful again the following year, he 
rlined fighting till the enemy’s force was weakened by de- 



pruonei 
de 

lays. Tiie next \-ear, in his fourth confulfhip, juft as the 
jT cutones and 


upon 


and 



r. 


us, prisoner. 


s the Alp 

eftroyed them, taking their king, Tkeu- 
Fhe Cirnbn eicapcd him, and fled over 
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both 
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following, Manus, being again conlul, joining with 
Gatidus , gave them a mod dreadful overthrow. Their wives, 
while the battle lafted, lr'uie a wonderful refiftance from the 
chariots ; but when tliey ft.w it loft, their fury was fuchth.it 
they killed, firft, all their children, and then themfelvcs. 
This battle, in which one hundred and forty thoufand were 
flain, and lixty thoufand taken prifoners, ended this war, 
after it had lafted twelve years. About this time flourifhed 
the famous Lucretius , who, as a poet, is thought not at all 
inferior to Virgil . 

Some years puffed without any great action abroad, or 
open feuition at home ; though there was great diflatisfadlion 
among thofe of the fenatorial order, on account of the power 
of judicature given to the knights by C- Gracchus’s law. 


The 




fold ; the pubii- 


The tribune, D) 


Drv/zts therefore both judges and parties, 
propofesa feniible well-meaning man, endeavoured to reftcre the'fena- 

tors to jtheir. anticnt privileges and authority, and at the 
fame time not to offend the knights. He propofed. That the 
fenate , 'which zuas now reduced to a jmall number, Jhoulcl be filed 


reforma¬ 
tion. 


but is op 
poled. 


up out of the knights ; and , that the power of judicature jho 
committed equally to all that Jhoidd he then ofthat body. This 
offence to both parties; and Ccepio , one of Drufus’s col- 
legues, oppofed him ; and coming into the fenate, there ac- 
cufed fome of the high eft rank of illegal endeavours to gain 


offices, Drufiis , feeing his defign, again propofed thaJgra- 
rian law; and, that the allies and confederates of Italy 
might not take it amifs, he gave them hopes of the freedom 
of the city, A great concourfe of ftrangers were aftembled; 


one of whom (truck the conful, Pbilippu r, for oppofing the 
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law for dividing the lands } and violent difputes enfued. Dru- 
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fas, diTappointed in this particular, ftill endeavoured to per¬ 
form his promife to the Italians ; but going home, accom¬ 
panied by a great multitude of people, he was ftabbed in the and mur- 
court of his own houfe, and dropped down, having only time dered. 
to fay, That the commonwealth could never find a perjon more true 
to her interejl than he. 

Thefe troubles did not end with Drufusr. death; for foon Year of 
after a very dangerous war broke out on this account with Rome 663. 
mnfl- nf the Italians : ( namelv. the Lucanians. At-ulians . Alar :. The So- 


lnoft of the Italians ; (namely, the Lucar.ians, Apulians, Afar:, 
Pdigni, and many others; efpecially thofe old enemies of 
Rome the Samnites ;) called the Social or Italian, war. Thefe 


It, 
X At 


. r 


aai war. 


people, thinking themfelves extremely ill ufed in being de¬ 
nied the freedom of the city, to which their fervices of every 
kind entitled them, which had been partly promifed them in 
the time of the Gracchi , and in endeavouring to obtain which 
Drufus had loft his life, entered into a clofc confederacy, and 
privately fent mullages and hoftages to each other. Thefe 
tranfadhons being difeovered, and the city of Afculum , in 
particular, being detected in fending an hoftage to another 
city, the proconful Servilius went to Afculum , to reprimand 
the inhabitants of that place: but they, inftead of hearing 
him, killed him and all the Remans that were there. Their 


delign being now dilcovered, they broke out into an open 
rebellion. The war was committed to both the confuls, to¬ 
gether with Marius and Syila, and feveral others who had 
proconfular authority ; and the forces on each fide amounted 
to about an hundred thoufand fighting men. This war 
was very dangerous and deftrudtive: the conful Rut Ili us 
foon loft his life in it; and the Romans met with fuch oppo- 
fition, that they were forced to inlift many who had been 
Haves. The bodies of the conful, and feveral other perfons 
of note, being carried into the city, fo difeouraged the peo¬ 
ple, that the lenate made a decree. That, from thence forward 
the bodies of the fain Jhould be buried tvhcrc they died . a prudent 
regulation, which the enemy alfo followed. By Ruti lilts's 
death, the command of the army fell to A/Iarius and C<spic.\ 
and this laft being killed loon after, Marius remained foie 
commander in chief. 


The following year, Pompeius Strabo, father to Pompey the 
Great, and Porcius Cato, were made confuls ; and the lenate 
gave the freedom of the city to fuch as had not revolted; 
which fixed fuch as were ftill wavering, and abated the cou¬ 
rage of thofe who had already revolted. They were net, 
however chofen into any of the thirty-five tribes, but were 
placed by themfelves, behind all; fo that in voting ‘hey 
could not hinder the reft, which afterwards caul'ed fome 
difturbance. 


1 he conful Cato did good fervice this campaign; which 
fwelled him with fuch an opinion of himfelf, that he boafted 
hjmlelf equal to Marius', for which the fon of this laft killed 
him in the mklft of a battle againft the Marfi. His collegue 
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dangerous war, near three years after it began : a war fo de- 
ftrudlive, that it con fumed above three hundred thoufand of 
the youth o i Italy'*. 1 'he conquered Italians had the unex¬ 
pected freedom of the city given them : and all things were 
happily quieted. 

Year of Hut peace and quiet was too great a happintfs for Rome at 
RomsGbG. this time; for the Social war was i’carce ended when two 

r others broke out; one the caufe of the other. 1 Ire iirib was 
with Mitbrtdates, king of Rodins ; a prince famous for his 
tbritiates. knowledge, mighty in power and riches, and ambitious be- 


The was 
with Mi- 


yond all bounds. He had gained the enmity of the Pus 


nans. 


by fcveral actions ; particularly by making Tigrancs, king of 
Armenia, declare acainll ibc Hamm if are ; and bv ovcr-rim- 



lius, he killed this iafi by pouring melted gold down his 
throat, continually upbraiding the Romans with avarice and 
corruption. Upon thefe accounts, the Romans proclaimed 
war againft him ; and Sylla, and Pom pel us Rufus, being con- 
fuls, it fell to the fir a re of the former to undertake it. But 
Sylla having not quite nnifhed the Social war, Marius , excited 
by the dcllre either of profit or of honour, perfuaded Sn/pi- 
cius, tribune of the people, to prefer a law for transfering 
the management of this war from Sylla to him. He made 
what parties he could, and drew the people of Italy to his fide, 
by promifing them equal privileges with thofe of the thirty- 
five tribes. Matters were carried on with great violence; 
and Pompcys fen, who was likev/ife lon-iti-law to Sylla, was 
killed in thefe difturbances. 

Civil war Sylla, hearing this, haftened to the city, after fecuring his 
between army, which promifed to Band by him at all events. His 

collegue Pompc.y joined with him; and, though. Marius and 
the tribune Sulpicius made all pofiible oppofition, they entered 
the city, and Marins and his party were forced to fly. This 
was the beginning of the other war, which was the firft 
civil war of any note among the Romans. Sylla did no injury 
to the citizens in general, but reverfed all that Sulpicius had 
done; regulated the fenate, and procured Marius, Sulpicius , 
and ten other leading men, to be declared enemies to their 


Mat 


i us 
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countrv, with leave to any one to kill them, and fet their 
floods up to public bale. After this, Svlla proceeded on his 
expedition again ft Mithridatcs, who had fubdued great part of 
Greece. Sulpicius was foon taken and put to death ; but Ma- 
rm hid himfclf in the fens of Minturnum, where a Gaul that 
was fent to kill him was fo awed by his majeftic air, that he 
could not perform his order. Manus efcaped from thence to 
Africa, where he was joined by Cytbegus and others, who 
had fled into Num'ulia , to invade their own country. To fe- 
cure Italy, Pornpeius Rufus , the conful, was appointed to 
command the army of Pojnpeius Strabo, who had done great 
fervices in the Social war; and was fo beloved by his troops, 
that, rather than lofe their old commander, they killed the 
new conful. Thus were the Romans involved in dangers and 
diflurbances on all Tides. 

Cornelius Cinna and C. OFlavius were eonfuls for the follow¬ 
ing year. Cinna, corrupted, as fome think, immediately de¬ 
clared for the new citizens, and recalled Marius, with the 
reit of the exiles. But his collegue OFlavius oppofed thefe 
meafures fo ftrongly, that Cinna was driven from the city, 
and Merula put in his place, Cinna, in this fugitive condi¬ 
tion, went about to the people of Italy, from whom he ob¬ 
tained great fums of money, by feeding them with frefli 
hopes of their enjoying equal privileges with the Romans ; 
and pretending, that all his fufferings were for their fakes. 

Marius came over to him fhortly after, and they togeteer 
raifed a confiderable army; with part of which Cinna 
marched directly to Rente, and fet down before it; while Cinna and 
Marins, with the reft, attacked OJlia, and took it. Soon Marius' 
after, Cinna broke up the fiege of Rome, and invefted Ari- j ay fj c r- e 
jrinum, which he ftermed. Marius , after the taking of Of- t0 g 0 f g 
tia, advanced with his whole army to the hill Janiculum , 
joining to Rome ; which put the inhabitants into a great 
confternation, especially when he was joined by Cinna. 

Sylla being at too great a diftance to be recalled, the eonfuls 
fent to Metellus, who was then at the head of an army in 
Samnium: but he, differing from them about fome conditi¬ 
ons, fhortly after joined Marius ; and the city was fo near 
being betrayed to them by Appius Claudius, a tribune of the 
army, who was intrufted with the command of the fanicu- 
lam, that both Marius and Cinna broke into it; but they 
were repulfed by OFlavius and Pornpeius Strabo. 

Marius, after this, took fevcral towns about Rome ; and 
China, by promifes of liberty, drew great numbers of flaves 
out of the city. The fenate thereupon fent deputies to Cin- The fe- 
ra and Marius, defiring them to come into the city peace- na te fends 
ably, and fpare their own countrymen. China refufed to deputies 
admit of any addrefs made to him as a private man; fo to them, 
diat they were forced to treat with him as conful : and 
when they deli red him to fwear that he would not fhed any 
blood, he abfftulcly refilled to take fuch an oath; but pro- 

mifed 
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caufe of any man’s dc'ath. 
nothin 


tion. 



inifed, that he would not knowingly and willingly be the 

Marius llood by him, and faid 
but his looks fpoke fufficiently his bloody refoiu- 
owever, the better to difiemble his rage, he at lait 
broke filence, and told the deputies, that he was then inex- 
Banifh- ile, and baniflied his country by courfe of law; that if hh 
ment of prefence was neceffary, they muft repeal the former aft of 
Marius his banifnment by a new decree; that he might be received 
repealed, as a religious obierver of the laws, and might enter the city 

free from fear or oppreflion. Accordingly, the laws for ba- 
riiihing Marius and his affociates were repealed. 

Upon their entrance into the city, a furious daughter be¬ 


gan. 


The conful Octavius , 


though 


he had the oath of 


China and Marius , was killed, and his head fet upon the 
rojira , together with feveral others, and particularly that of 
M. Antonins , who was fo great an orator, that his eloquence 
aionc defended him a conliderable time againft the fury of 
the foJdiers. A dreadful maffacre reigned throughout all 


Rome , and neither age nor dignity was fpared. All Sdid'. 


s 


China and 
Marius 


friends were fiaughtered without mercy, his houfe demu- 

lifhed, his goods fet to fale, and he himfelf declared an enemy 
to Rome. Merida and Catullus killed themfelves. China and 


proferibe Marius , now fatiated with blood, made themfelves ccnfuls 
Sylla. for the following year; but Marius died about a month 

after, in the feventieth year of his age, and within lc*fs than 
Death of two years after the breaking out of the civil war. Ho 
Marius, held the confulfhip feven times, which no one had ever clone 

before. 

Sylfa’s ex- During thefe unhappy troubles at home, Sylla performed 
ploits a- many noble exploits againft Mithridates, who, not long be- 
gamitil'//- fore his arrival, had, in one day, commanded eighty thou- 
khridates, fand, fome fay an hundred and fifty thoufand, Romans and 

Italians in Jljia to be murdered in cold blood. Sylla firft 
overthrew his general Archeaus near Athens , fo effectually, 
that out of one hundred and twenty thoufand men, fcarce 
ten thoufand were left. He afterwards gave him another 


great defeat, recovered Greece , Macedonia , Ionia , Afia, and 
other countries, which Adithridaics had poffeffed himfelf of, 
whom lw an ^ likewife took his fleet from him. Mithridates then pro- 


Vvitfi 


concludes 
a peace. 


pofed a treaty, which Sylla was not averfe to, being in want 
of money, and very defirous to return to Italy , to revenge 
himfelf of thofe who had declared him an enemy to Rome. 
The principal articles of the peace were. That Adithridaics 
ffioul pay the charges of the war, and that for the future he 
fhould be content with his father’s kingdom. This was 
ratified by thefenate within lefs than three years after the be¬ 
ginning of the war. Sylla fined Aft a feverely for its revolt, 

in the beft manner he could, he 
returned to Italy . He took Athens in his way, from whence 
he carried the famous library of Apcllicon the Teian , in 
which were moll of the books of Arijiotle and Theophrqftns. 

Soon 


and after fettling things 
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Soon after, he wrote to the fen ate at Rome, recounting his 
irrcat ferviccs to the ftate, and how ungratefully he had 
been ufed by Marius's party ; and. telling them plainly, that 
he was coming to revenge both himfelf and the public by 
punjfiiing the authors of thofe injuries ; but that he would 
l'pare the reft, whether they were old or new citizens. 

The fenate, dreading nis return, as well knowing that 
it would be fatal to many, and even to fome who had un¬ 
willingly joined with Marius, fent to treat with him, offer¬ 
ing all their endeavours for his fatisfa£tion, if he would 
quickly make known his demand : and that there might be 
the Id’s blood fhed, they ordered Cinna to difcontinue his le¬ 
vies. But he, forefeeing that nothing but arms could fup- 
port him, returned a plauftble anfwer, and proceeded to 
nife foldiers ; hoping to make himfelf and his collegue 
Carbo confuls for the following year, without returning to 
Rome. He fent over part of his troops into Dalmatia , there 
to meet Sylla j but thofe behind were driven back to Italy 
by a ftorm, and afterwards abfolutely refufed to fight 
againft their own countrymen ; and the reft, who had not 
yet put to fea, refufed to embark. Cinna was going to 
fpeak to them, when one of his officers, who made way 
before him, ftruck a foldier ; the foldier returned the blow ; 
and being feized for fo doing, a tumult arofe, in which y ear 0 f 
Cinna himfelf was killed. Carbo continued foie conful the Rome 6 -o. 
remaining part of the year. 1 

Sylla, being informed of China's death, and the difturban- sy/^lands 
ces of the commonwealth, crofied the fea with fixteen hun- i n Italy. 
dred fhips, and fixty thoufand men, and landed at Brundu - 
[turn , where he was joined by Mctcllus Pius , who had reti¬ 
red from Rome for fear of Marius and China, and likewifc 
by Pompey, afterwards furnamed the Great, who from this 
time became Sylla* & great favourite. Cethegus too, who had 
joined with Cinna, now begged pardon, and was received 
into favour. Norbanus and Scipio , the prefent confuls, toge¬ 
ther with Carbo , prepared for refiftance. Norbanus was de¬ 
feated at Canujium , from whence he fled to Capua ; and his 
collegue Scipio , fhortly after, by the treachery of his army, 
fell with his fon into the hands of Sylla , who generoufly 
di(miffed them both. Sylla thefn fent to Norbanus to treat 
of peace, but received no anfwer. 

Italy now began to feel all the miferies of a civil war; Melan- 
Sylla making great devaluations on one fide, and Carbo on the choly ii- 
other. This laft getting into Rome , procured Metellus and tuation of 
the reft who joined with Sylla , to be declared enemies to that coun- 
the ftate. The whole country was ranfacked to raife forces, try. 
and in this manner the reft of the fummer was fpeiit, in 
which the capitol was burnt down, by what means was ne- The capL 
ver known. The following year, Carbo a third time, and tol burnt, 
young Marius , fon of the former, were made confuls. Car¬ 
bon lieutenant Carinas was defeated by Metellus , and Marius 

by 
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by S ylla. Marius was driven into Pranefte , where, being 
clofely befieged, and almoft defpairing of relief, he in t 
great rage wrote to Brutus , then praetor at Rome, to ufe 
lame pretence to aflemhle the fenate, and then to kill the 
chief of thofe who were his enemies. This order was exe¬ 
cuted with great cruelty ; fo that whatever fide conquered 
Rome was the fufferer. Metellus overthrew Carlo once more 
and Pcmtey defeated Marcius, another of that party; 
whilft Syf/a marched diredtly to Rome, and entered it with 
eafc, moll of the oppofite fa&ion being fled into the 
country. 

The inhabitants of Rome were extremely terrified at Syllds 
entrance ; but he only put the goods of thofe that fled to 
falc, bidding the people not be deje&cd, for that he was ob¬ 
liged to a<ft as he did. Then leaving a fufficient garrifon in 
the city, he marched to Clujium , where he and his officers 
defeated Carlo's troops feveral times. This laft, being now 
upon the defenfive, lent eight legions to Prevnejte, to relieve 
his collegue Marius ; but they were met by Pompey, who 
killed many of them, and difperfed.the reft. Soon after. 
Carlo, being joined by Norlanus , engaged with Metellus, and 
had ten thoufand of his men flain, and fix thoufand furren- 
dcred : upon which, great numbers went over to Sylla s par¬ 
ty, which prefently became mafters of all Gaul on that fide 
the Alps. Norlanus went to Rhodes , where, fearing to be 
delivered up, he killed himfelf, and Carlo fled to Africa , tho’ 
he had thirty thoufand men at Clujium, befidcs other forces, 
all which were foon after broken and difperfed by Pompey 
Carinus and Marcius , with other commanders, by the‘al- 
fiftance of the Samnites, endeavoured to force the trenches 
at Preenejle, and relieve Marius ; but finding that impracti¬ 
cable, they advanced to Rome , where meeting with 6 ylla, a 
moft bloody battle was fought at the very gates of the city, 
in which many thoufands were killed on both Tides. But 
Sylla at laft gained the victory, and Carinus and March-:swan 
taken, and their heads Tent to Pranefle , which thereupon 
furrendered to Lucullus. Marius killed himfelf, and his 
head was fent to Rome , and fet up in the forum. All his 
faction in Preenejle , with the natives and Samnites, were put 
to death without mercy. Norla was taken a little after, 
and all its inhabitants deftroyed themfelves, after fetting lire 
to the town. 

Sylla, being now mafter of all Italy , fent Pompey into Afri¬ 
ca againft Carlo, with a charge to pafs from thence into Si¬ 
cily againft others of that party. Pompey foon drove Carlo 
into Sicily, and from thence into Corcyra, where he took 
him, and ordered his head to be cut oir, and fent to Sylla. 

Rome now felt feverely the dreadful effe&s of civil con- 
tefts : for Sylla, calling the people together, told them, that 
he would put them into a better condition, if they were 

obedieiit to his commands : but that as for his enemies, he 

was 
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was refolved to profecute them with all forts of miferies 
and calamities, which in faCt he did moft cruelly, fparing 
neither age nor fex, but allowing his foldiers to kill all they 
met, till Furfidlus Hopped his rage a little by telling him 
that he ought to leave fome for Sylla to reign over. He then 
publifhed tables of profcription for particular perfons, the 
jirft ever known in Rome, wherein where profcribed eighty 
ienators and iixteen hundred knights, to which he after¬ 
wards added more, promifing great rewards to the difcover- 
ers, and threatening death to the concealers of them. Of 
thefe outlawed perfons, fome were murdered in their houfes, 
others in the ftreets, and others at his feet, begging their 
lives; and thofe that fled, their effeCfs were feized on. 

Marius , brother to Sylla’s great enemy, had firft his eyes 
pulled out, and then his hands and legs cut off at feveral 
times, that he might die with the greater torment. C. Julius 
Cafar , a young man of wonderfully promiftng abilities, who 
had married Ctnna’s daughter, very hardly efcaped the com¬ 
mon mifery of thefe times. Sylla would often prophetically 
fay of him. That in Caefar were many Marius’s. 

Rome was not the only fufferer in thefe dreadful calamities ; 
for this profcription was carried throughout all the cities of 
Italy, where the mercilefs effufion of blood was fuch, that 
neither the temples of the gods, nor all the fanCtuaries could 
afford protection to any man. 

Both the confuls being now deftroyed, Sylla withdrew 
himfelf from the city, and ordered the fenate to appoint an 
inter-rex , which they moft willingly did, naming Valerius 
Flaccus. Sylla wrote to him to afk the people, that, as affairs 
were yet much unfettled, a dictator might be created j and 
that, not for any limited time, but till all public grievances He is cre- 
Ihould be redrelfed. At the fame time he took care to men- ated dic¬ 
tion himfelf, as the moft proper perfon. The people were tator, 
conftrained to yield to whatever he pleafed, all power be- without 
ing then in his hands. Accordingly, this fupreme office, any Iimi- 
which had been intermitted for one hundred and twenty tation of 
years, was conferred on him, without any limitation of time, 
time. 

The government of Rome was now, in faCf, changed to a Year of 
monarchy, Sylla ’s power being unlimited as to time \ and Rome 6 ^i» 
though, to keep up a fhew of a commonwealth, he permit¬ 
ted confuls to be made, yet he plainly reigned alone, hav¬ 
ing twenty-four liCbors, with their fafees and axes, and a 
great guard conftaritly to attend his perfon, like the kings 
in former times, and repealing old laws, and enaCiing new, 
at his pleafure. He regulated the confuHhip, ordering that 
none mould be capable of it, without firft palling through 
other offices. He removed that plague to the fenate, tne 
tribunefhip, by making thofe who bore it incapable of any 
other truft. He added three hundred of the knights to the 
fenate, and likewife ten thoufand of the (laves of the pro¬ 
fcribed 
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{bribed to the people, -making them free, and calling them 
Ccrnclii, after his own name ; and he aligned great quan¬ 
tities of land to twenty-three legions, the better to iecure 
and bind them to his intereft. This was the firft year of 
Sylla 1 s reign, in which the war broke out again with Mi- 


thridates, about three years after the firft, occafioned by 
" Murena, whom Sylla had left behind him in Afia, who, am¬ 
bitious of a triumph, fought an opportunity to make a 
breach with Mithridates , contrary to the fenate’s deligns. 
But inftead of gaining a triumph, Mithridates defeated him, 
and foon after obtained a peace. This fecond war with that 
prince lafted about two years. 

Sylla made confuls again in the fecond year of his difta- 
tormip, but joined himfelf with Cacilius Metellus , a cuftom 
which the emperors afterwards imitated. The year after, 
when the people defigned him conful again, he declined it, 
Sylla re- and chofe two others ; and then, to the great furprize and 
figns the wonder of all men, he laid down his di&atorftlip ; and, what 
di&ator- was more aftonifning, though he had done fo many cruel 
{hip. and wicked deeds, he, like a man perfe&ly juft and inno¬ 
cent, freely offered to give an account of all his a&ions. 
Yet we find none accufed him but one young man, whofe 
fcurrilous language to him made him fay. That fuch coarfe 
ufage -would for the future keep any man from laying down 
an office of fuch fupreme dignity ; a thing which Julius Ca- 
far feemed afterwards to have remembered, Sylla retired 
Death of foon after into the country, to Puteoli, where he died in a 

{hort time of the loufy difeafe. Such was the end of Come- 

¥ • A IT « ^ ^ « 


Sylla. 


Hus Sylla, whofe very death was troublefome to his country, 


His body the two confuls and their factions falling out about his fu- 
was the neral. Catullus prevailing againft his collegue Lepidus , his 
firft that body Was carried through the city in great ftate, and was 
was burnt the firft in Rojne that was burnt, to prevent its being treat- 
in Rome, ed like Marius' s, whofe bones Sylla himfelf had ordered to 


War in 

Spain 


be dug up, and thrown away. 


a- 


Seri 


tonus. 


A dangerous and difficult war was ftill depending in Spain 
againft Sertorins , an excellent commander of China's fac- 

sainft Q. tion, who had driven all Sylla 1 s party out of Spain, and had 

chofen three hundred of his friends, whom he called a fe- 
nate, in opposition to that of Rome. Sertorins having joined 
with the Celtiberians , had before been fuccefsful againft Me¬ 
tellus j and now, being confiderably reinforced by Pcrpenna , 
he defigned no lefs than the invafion of Italy. The fenate 
lent againft him Pompey , who, for his great exploits in 
Africa and Sicily, had already triumphed, though fcarce 
twenty-fix years of age, and neither conful nor praetor. 
Pompey, in imitation of Hannibal, paffed the Alps, though a 
contrary way, but with no fuccefs againft Sertorins, either 
then or in the next fpring ; and though Perpenna and Her - 
culens were fcveral times worfted by Metellus , yet Sertorins, 
by his policy, reduced Pompey to fuch extremities, that he 
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was obliged to fend to Rome for fupplies, even with which 
he did nothing of confequence this year. 

The following year, Pompey and Metellus , being much 
lengthened, made incurfions into feveral parts, and with 
more fuccefs than formerly j yet no confiderable battle was 
fought. And indeed there needed none, Sertorius dwindling 
away infenfibly,. by difobliging his chief foldiers in prefer¬ 
ring the Celtiberians for his guard ; but more efpeciaily by 
his degenerating into a lazy and debauched, as well as cruel 
temper, putting many to death with little reafon or juftice. 

Perpenna , fearing it might fall to his lot to be deftroyed 
among the reft, refolved to prevent it, and to that end, in¬ 
viting him to a feaft, he firtt made him and his companions Sertorins 
very drunk, and then murdered him. Perpenna , with much murdered 
difficulty, obtained his command ; but, not long after, was by Per- 
defeated and taken prifoner by Pompey , to whom he offered penna ,who 
to difclofe in private fome matters of the higheft confequence, is defeat- 
if he would fpare his life : but Pompey wifely ordered him to ed and put 
be executed immediately, and all his papers to be burnt, to death 
left his accufations Ihould bring the ftate into farther trou- by Pompey, 
bles. Thus ended all the civil wars, fifteen years after they 
firft began, and nine years after they had ended in Italy, in End of the 
the coniulfhip of Terentius Varro and Cajftus Varus, the for- civil wars, 
mer of whom was one of the moft learned men that ever Year of * 

reproduced. Learning was now, in many refpefts, at Rome bio. 
the higheft pitch in the ftate. 

The year before the end of thefe domeftic broils, a third Third war 
war broke out with Mithridates , who had now joined with with Mi- 

Tigranes , king of Armenia, and raifed an army of one hun- thrida+es 
dred and forty thoufand foot, and fixteen thoufand horfe, 
with which he foon made himfelf mafter of all Bithynia , 
which Nicomcdes , the late king of that country, had given 
by his will to the Romans . Lictnius Lucidlus , and Aurelius 
Cotta being confuls, the former was fent againft Mithridates , 
whom he found before Cyzicus, a city of Propontis. Lucullus 
placed his men with fo much fkill, that he befieged the be- 
fieger, and reduced Mithridates to fuch extremities, that, 
trough famine, he was forced firft to fend away his cavalry 
and lick men into Bithynia, of which fifteen thoufand were 
intercepted, and then to retire himfelf with the reft that 

k a- e L Ca P e the great flaughter which the Romans made in 
the flight. During this time, Ewnachus , one of Mithridates*& 

C °?rr an - rs ’ macJe inroads into Phrygia , fubdued Pifidia 
and ljauria , and endeavoured to do the like to Cilicia, till he 

was repul fed by Deiotarus , one of the governors of Galatia. 

Lucullus was fuccefSful, not only by land, but alfo at fea, 

where he gained many victories, took feveral of Mithridates *s 

commanders, and purfued him himfelf fo clofe, that he was 

glad to get away in a pirate’s veflel, which, after many dif-* 

cuJtics, at length landed him in his own kingdom, whither 

Lucullus 
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Lucullus followed him, and in his way took all Bithynia and 
Paphlagonia. 

The next year, Mithridates , with the affiftance of Tigranes 
and others, got together forty thoufand foot and four thou¬ 
fand horfe, with which he once or twice gained fome advan¬ 
tage over the Romans* But Lucullus found means to cut off 
Lucullus moft of his cavalry, which with the lofs of a battle foon af- 
forces Mi- ter, fo terrified him, that he fled into Armenia to Tigranes, 
thridates who entertained him like a king, but refufed to admit him 
to fly into to his prefence. All Pontus , except a few places, fubmitted 
Armenia, to Lucullus in a fhort time; and Machares , king of Bo/phorus , 

fent him a crown of gold , by which he purchafed the title of 
his friend and ally. This was the fourth year of Lucullus $ 
expedition. 

War in In this year alfo was finifhed the war in Italy againft 
Italy with Spartacus the gladiator, who, beginning with feventy-fourof 
Spartacus his companions, and afterwards increaiing his number till 
the gladi- they amounted to about feventy thoufand men, all vagabonds 
ator. and pretenders to liberty, commenced a dangerous war in 

Italy i in which he overthrew feveral of the Roman com- 
• manders, and two of their confuls. But he and his follow¬ 
ers were at lall conquered and difperfed by Licinius CraJJus , 
then proconful in Apulia , who thereby put an end to this 
war, in the third year after it began. Rome now reckoned 
four hundred and fifty thoufand free citizens, the city ftill 
increafing in bulk and people, and the inhabitants in learn¬ 
ing and politenefs, as well as corruption and fadtions. 

Year of Lucullus followed Mithridates into Armenia , and fent to 77- 
Rome6%±. granes , king of that country, to demand him. Tigranes was 

a very powerful monarch, having lately conquered feve- 
Lucullus ral nations and kings, which made him fo intolerably proud, 
purfues that when he rode abroad, he would have four of his fubdued 
Mithrida - kings run by his fide, like lacqueys ; and when he fat on his 
ies into throne, to ftand before him with folded hands, in token of 
Armenia, fubje&ion. He refufed to deliver up Mithridates , and like- 

wife to acknowledge Lucullus as a general, becaufe he had 
not given him the title of king of kings. Upon this, Lucul¬ 
lus fuddenly palled the river Euphrates with two legions, and 
about three thoufand horfe, to the great furprize of Tigranes , 
who firft hanged the meflenger of the news as a difturber of 
the peace, and foon after fent Mithrobarzanes with two thou¬ 
fand horfe to incommode his paflage, leaving Mancceus to 
cover the city Tigranocerta , which he had lately built, whilft 
he himfelf let about raifing forces. While he was drawing 
together an army of two hundred and fifty thoufand foot 
and fifty thoufand horfe, Mithrobarzanes was repulfed, and 
Mancceus driven from the cover of the city, which was im¬ 
mediately invefied. Mithridates advifed Tigranes not to ha¬ 
zard all in a battle, but rather to try to ftarve the Romans, 

But Tigranes rejected this counfel, and contemning the 

fmallneis 
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fmall nefs of their number faid, That if they t verc all a?nbaffa- 'Where he 
fj mj they were a great many ; but if foldien , very few ; think- defeats 
jiicr to over-run them with great eafe. But Lucuilus pofting Tigraves, 
himfclf upon a hill, fent his cavalry to provoke and draw king of 
out the enemy, and then driving their bcafts of burden in thatcoun- 
among them, fo broke their ranks, that their horfe and foot try, and 
mingling together, great confufion enfued, and a dreadful takes 77- 
jlaughter, which lafted all the day. Tigranocerta furrendered granocerta 

immediately after. 

Tig ranee raifed another great army, and committed the 
conautt of it to Mithridates. They both endeavoured to 
hem in Lucuilus , but. were prevented by his great vigilance; 
and both fides continued with little action, till want of 
provifions forced them to remove, Tigranes farther up into 
his kingdom, and Mithridates into his, with Lucuilus not 
far behind him. Fabius , whom Lucuilus had left in Pontus , 
was defeated by Mithridates , as was alfo, foon after. Trio- Mithrida- 
riusy who loft feven thoufand of his men. Mithridates then ies rtco- 
marched into the LeJJ'er Armenia , whither Lucuilus would vers moft 
have followed him, and probably have put an end to the of his 
war, but that he was fuperfeded in his command by Acilius kingdom, 
Glabrio , one of the confuls for this year, through whofe in¬ 
dolence and inactivity, Mithridates recovered almoft all his 
kingdom, and over-ran Cappadocia. This happened in the 
feventh year after Lucuilus had undertaken the war. 

About this time, Pojnpey , who began to come into great Year of 
eltecm among the Romans , had a new opportunity of fhew- R 0 mc6-/L. 
ing his military (kill, in a war againft a number of pirates, 3 
who, after having been encouraged and employed by Mi- p om pey 
tbridates, were increafed exceedingly, and had made Cilicia charged 
their chief place of rendezvous, from whence they infefted w i t h the 
the neighbouring feas, and ravaged whole provinces on the waragainft 
land. They were grown fo powerful, that they had de- t h e pi- 
feated feveral Roman praetors ; and fo audacious, that they rates> 
landed even in Italy , and carried off feveral women of qua¬ 
lity, and numbers of troops with their enfigns. The Ro¬ 
mans were exceflively provoked by thefe infults ; and the 
tribune Gabinius preferred a law, that an admiral ftiould be 
created, with full power againft the pirates for three years, 
and with great forces and many lieutenants. The fenate, 
though fomewhat jealous of Pompey ’s power, for he was pro- j s ma j e 
moted to this command, gave him leave to chufe fifteen at } n jraiof 
lieutenants out of their body, to arm two hundred fhips, ^ 
and to raife what men he could. But the people granted him m “ 
five hundred fhips, one hundred and twenty thoufand foot, 
and five thoufand horfe, fix thoufand Attic talents, and the 
power of appointing twenty-five vice-gerents out of the fe^ 
uate, and two queeftors; fo difficult did It feem to deftroy 
fuch numerous fleets as the pirates had, in a fea that had fo 
many places of retreat and refuge. With thefe forces Pom¬ 
pey, in forty davs, cleared all the feas about Africa , Sardinia , 

Vol. IV . Q, Corfu a. 
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Corfica , and Sicily ; and moft of the pirates that efcaned 
flocked r * 1 1 • -* 1 ’ 


j tlO 


ufual, to Cilicia, where he followed them with 
fixty galleys, and made them fubmit to his mercy. In forty 
days mere, he reduced that province to the Roman obedience. 
Above twenty thoufand of thele pirates yet remained, when* 

being unwilling to kill them, and not thinking it fafe to let 
them return to their old habitations, he removed to places 
farther diftant from the fea, where he gave them lands and 
houies. Thus, after taking near four hundred Ihips, and 


one hundred and twenty forts, and killing ten thoufand 
men, he fmifned this war in three or four months, ufing the 
conquered with more clemency than Metellus did thofe 
which he fubdued in Crete , for which he obtained a tri¬ 
umph, and the fumame of Creticzis. 

This expedition, which added much to Pompef s reputa¬ 
tion, was fcarce at an end, when the tribune Manlius pre¬ 
ferred a law, That all the armies which the Romans had in 
any place, together with the government of all Afia , and the 
management of the war agai n&iVlithridates and Tigranes , fhould 
be committed to him alone. This he did to curry favour 


with fo great a man as Pompey , whom he had difpleafed not 


long before, by a law of his, which gave freed flaves equal 
privileges with their mafters who freed them. The nobility 
were extremely diflatisfied at this new law ; not only for 


the manifeft injury done to Lnculhis and Glabrio , by remo¬ 
ving them from their places, but alfo out of a high jealouly 
of Potnpef s growing greatnefs, as being in a manner abfolute 
monarch of the Roman empire, by having thefe provinces 
added to his former, with the fame power of peace and war; 
and, which was more than all the refl-, a jurifdidtion overall 
armies whutfoever : things which had never before been 
conferred upon any one lingle perfon. But the commons 
were very hot for this law, being much incited thereto by 
that great orator Cicero , then praetor, who, in a public af- 
fembly, made a noble oration in praife of Pompey , fhewing, 
not only how very convenient it was for the good of the 
commonwealth to have a general with fo large a power; 
but likewife, how ablolutely neceflary it was to chufe him 
above all other men in the world, as being incomparably 
eminent for thofe four great qualifications requifite in a fol- 
dier, courage, conduct, authority, and fuccefs, which had 
all been abundantly apparent in the numerous and wonder¬ 
ful exploits he had already performed. This fpeech had 



defign that the people might afterwards be the more inclined 
to grant him the like extraordinary power. 

Pompey , having prepared all things neceflary for his expe¬ 
dition, Tent to Mitbridate :, offering him reafonable terms, 
which the other refufed, in expectation of being aflifled by 

Phrautes , king of Partbia ; but hearing that a league was 

made 
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made between him and the Romans ,, he fhortly after feht to 
de/ire a pence. Pompey commanded him to lay down his Pempty 
arms, and deliver up all deferters ; which occafioned fo vio- marches 
lent a mutiny in Mithrmates's army, that, to pacify his fol- againft 
diets, be was forced to fwear, he would never be reconciled Mithrida - 
to the Romans. Pompey , marching into Galatia , met Lucul- tes. 
l;n there ; and a violent conteft arofe between them. The 
latter affirmed the war to be already finifhed, and that the 
commifiioners from Rome were to decide it : and when Pom- 
pijy would not hearken to this, he upbraided him with an 
unjuft ambition ; Pompey retorting the charge of immoderate 
delire of gain upon Lucullus. Lucullus ftill gave out com¬ 
mands in his own name ; but Pompey , by his edi£f, forbad 
them, and at laft drew away the greateft part of his army. 

Lucullus , at his return, was received with great honour by 
the fenate, and carried with him, among his great booty, 
many valuable books, with which he furnifiied a public li¬ 
brary. He greatly advanced the luxury of the Romans, with 
refpeeb to buildings, furniture of houfes, and fumptuous en? 
tertainments, and was the firft that brought the cherry-tree 
out of Pont us into Italy. 

Mithridates had now affembled a very confiderable army ; 
and Pompey finding how he had wafted all the country to 
hinder the fubfiftence of his troops, marched into the LcJJer 
Armenia , fubjeft to Mithri dates , who, fearing he might be¬ 
come mafter of that country, followed him thither. Here 
Mitbridates was in hopes of ftarving him j but, to his great 
furprize, he found himfelf on a fudden furrounded by Po?n - 
pey, with an intrenchment of above eighteen miles in circuit. 

Upon this, and likewife hearing that Marcius had joined 
Potupey, he betook himfelf to flight, after killing all fuch as 
were lick and ufclefs about him. But Pompey purfued him fo 
clofc, that before he could pafs the river Euphrates he forced 
him to an engagement in the night. The moon being very Hedefeats 
low, and on the backs of the Romans , fo lengthened their Mithrida - 
fnadows, that the enemies thinking them nearer than they tes, and 
really were, fhot moft of their arrows without doing execu- forces him 
tion. Mitbridates loft many thoufands of his men; but he to fly, 
himfelf broke through, with eight hundred horfe, of which 
only three hundred ftaid with him. Wandering forrowfully 
through the woods, with this poor remnant of his former 
forces, he accidently met with fome mercenaries, and about 
three thoufand foot, by whofe afliftance he was conveyed 
into a caftle, where he had laid up much treafure. From 
thence he fent to Tigranes , who now refufed to receive him, 
alledging that his foil had rebelled againft him upon his ac- F*rft t° 
count. He then fled to Colchis , which he had formerly con- Colchis , 
quered, and Pompey followed him, thinking he would not a °d then 
ftir from thence ; but he immediately palled into Scythia , to Scythia* 
where, partly by force, and partly by perfuafion, he obliged 
the princes of that country to efpoufe his caufe, beftowing 
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his 
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his daughters in marriage upon Tome of them, and ftill form¬ 
ing vaft defigns, even of puffing through Thrace, Macedonia , 
Pannonia , and To over the Alps into Italy itfelf. 

Pompey foon left Colchis , and getting clear of the ambuf- 
cades of the Albanians and Iberians, directed his march to 
Armenia , againll Tigranes , who now refolvcd not to fight, 
by reafon of the rebellion of his three fons whom he had by 
Mithridates s daughter, two of which he had executed, and 
the third, after an overthrow, had fled to Pompey. Tig rones’$ 
ambafladors coming to defire a peace, this fori prevailed fo 
far that they could not be heard. Shortly after, Pompey in¬ 
verted the city of Artaxata , which Tigranes immediately fur- 
rendered, and came himlelf into Pompey s camp, making 
him mediator between him and his Ton, who would not lo 
much as rile up to his father, or fhew him the leaft refpeft. 
Pompey , on the contrary, received him with extraordinary 
civility, and allowed him the greateft part of his former do¬ 
minions, and his fon the reft; but he took away all his 
conquefts, and fined him fix thoufand talents of filver for the 
expence of the war. Tigranes , in confequence of this treaty, 
gave up, among other conquered territories, all Syria and 
Phcenecia, and Euphrates to the fea : but his fon was ftill 
very refradtory, refufing obedience and threatening the death 
of his father ; for which he was fhut up in prifon by Pom¬ 
pey , and afterwards put to death. Tigranes , being now re¬ 
conciled to the Romans , paid more than his fine, voluntarily 
making prefents to every officer and foldier; for which he 
was efteemed a friend and ally of the Romans. Pompey re- 
ftored Cappadocia to Ariobarzanes, giving him alfo Gord'usna 
and Sopheena , with Cabala , a city of Cilicia , and other places: 
after which, with fome opposition, he forced the Albanians 


and Iberians to beg peace. 

Year of All thefe fucceiles not yet fatisfying Pompey, he palled 
Rome6'Sg. Mount Taurus , and marched aguinft Darius , king of the 
Pompey Modes, and Antiochus , king of Syria , who had molefted the 
marches Rojnan allies, or affifted their enemies. Phraates , king of 
^gainit the Parthia , who had been called into Gord'usna by Tigranes’ s 
Modes and fon, terrified at the great exploits of the Ro?nan commander, 
Syrians, fent to beg peace of him j which he did not grant, but or¬ 
dered Afranius into Gordicena , to drive out Phraates' s forces, 
and reftore that country to Tigranes. Phraates thereupon in- 
vaded Armenia, and Tigranes fent to Pojnpey for fuccour, who, 
being unwilling to commence war with the Parthians with¬ 
out pofitive orders from Rome , fent three commiffioners to 
make an accommodation. Antiochus, to whom Lucullus had 
granted Syria , firft thought of Tiding with Phraates ; but, 
Antiochus upon mature deliberation, rel’olved to yield himlelf to Psm- 
iubmlts. pey s generofity. But this laft, having now poflefled himfclf 

of all his country without refiftance, refilled to grant him 
what he expected, and what he knew he was unable to keep 
from the incurfions of the A civs and Arabians on both Tides 

J of 
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of him: and the better to excufe himfelf, he told him. That 
Jjficc the Romans had been at fuch cxpence and pains to conquer 
Tigranes, it ivould be unrcafonahle that the reward Jhould fall to 
another. He therefore only gave him that part of Syria called 
Comagena , and fhortly after reduced all the reft of that 
country into a Roman province. 

In tne mean time Mithridates font to Pompey to defire Mithri - 
peace; but being ordered to come to him, he refufed it, and dates de- 
proceeded in his preparations for war. Though many of lire? peat 


his places foon revolted from him, and feveral of his friends, but is re- 
with one of his fons, were put to death upon that account, fufed. 
he ftill defigned to pafs into Europe, in order to join with the 
Gauls and invade Italy: but the unwillhignefs of his foldiers 
to undertake this expedition, and the rebellious defigns of 
his fon Pharnaces , caufed the revolt of his army and his 
ruin, his fon being fhortly after faluted king. Mithridates , 
who was now confined, fent to his fon for leave to depart, 
but that was denied him. He then went into the apartment 
where his wives, daughters, and concubines were, gave all 
of them poifon ; and, fearing to be delivered up to the Ro- 
mans , took fome himfelf: but having much ufed his body to 
antidotes, particularly to that fort which ftill goes by his 
name, the poifon would not operate; whereupon he ftab- 


bed himfelf; but that not difpatching him fo 
wifhed, he made one Bitaus , a Gaul , kill him. 
Mithridates : a man who fometimes in fortune 


foon as he 
Thus fell 
and at all 


times in courage, was of the higheft rank; in direction, a 
fkilful commander; in execution, a great foldier ; and in 


Mithridatic 


Hannibal 


eleven fince it Iaft broke out; a war which, in the begin- 
ing, was dangerous to the Roman ftate, as creating other 
mifehiefs ; but, in the end, proved very glorious and advan¬ 
tageous to it, by the addition not only of all Mithridates’s 
dominions, but likewife of many other rich countries in 

Afu 


When 


Mithridates 


he was near Jericho , marching towards Jerusalem againft 
Ariftobulus , king of Judaea, who had depofed his elder bro¬ 
ther Hyrcanus , and ufurped his kingdom. Hyrcanus com¬ 
plained of this to Po?npey at Damafcus , and Anjlobulus came 
likewife thither to vindicate himfelf. Pompey treated them 
both very civily, and told them, that he would go into their 
country and fettle matters between them, after he had dif- 
patched fome other neceflary affairs. Accordingly, having 

of Syria, and reduced Pontus into a Roman 
, _ -irned to Judaa, greatly incenfed againft 

Aritlobulus - whom hp nrderprl tn nonpar npforp him. an A tr\ 
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prepare for a war. Pcmpcy , fufpocnng his defigns, marched 
after him. He entered the city without opposition ; hut 
Arijiohulus ’s foldicrs fortified the temple, and held it out 
again fkPompey: upon which Ari/hbulus was taken into cuftody. 
The temple being very ftrong by its finuuion, made a vi¬ 


gorous defence, but was taken after three months fiege, and 
twelve thou land of the ‘Jews cut in pieces ; the priefts not 



to behold: but he {hewed fo much veneration 


priefts 

for the 


place, that he forbore touching any thing that was there. 
He reHcred Hyrcunns to his prieilhood and government, but 
with a command not to wear a diadem ; and took Arijiohulus 
with him, making all 'Juclcca tributary to Rome. This hap¬ 
pened in the third year cf his expedition, and Jixty-one 
years before the birth of Chrijl. 

While Pcmpcy was thus fuccefsful abroad, Rome was very 
near Being ruined by one of the moll dangerous confpiracies 
that had ever been known in the city. It was begun and 
carried on by Sergius Catiline, a patrician by defeent, but of 
a very profligate life ; a perfon daring in bis attempts, crafty 

• i • i r \ r .1 * . • ^ J !• 

and prodi- 


ip 
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in his defigns, greedy of other mens properti; 
gal of his own ; one, who had been accufed of debauching 
a veftal, and i’ufpeftcd of murdering his foil for the Jove of 


another woman. This perfor., having con trailed vafi debts 


by the difiblutencfs of his life, grew 



and fought 


for nothing but power aad authority, and, if it were poffi- 
blc, the fovereignty overall : but his defigns being fufpedfed, 
he twice received a repulfe in Handing for the confuUhip. 
This laft time it was carried from him by Cicero , whom he 
feurriloufiy abufed as an upflart and foreigner, as being but of 
the cquefirian order, and born in Apulia \ and offered to kill 
him in the militia. The miffing of his defign drove him into 


the u tin oft rage and fury, and brought him into that plot in 
which he had formerly been engaged with Pijo, for the dc- 
ftruction of his country. Aurelius Cotta and Manlius Tor- 

■ho had alfo miffed the confulfliip for want of brib- 


q vat us 


v 


mg high enough, joined with him, and again plotted the 
rum of the contuls and fenate, the burningof the city, and 


neffru 


ction of the Hate; as did likewife Lent ulus, Cethegus, 
and many other perform of debauched and infamous lives. 
Cethegus a n d Li ft. t$ were both praetors ; and the latter, 
who had formerly been conful, was moved to this defign by 
a vain confidence in the Sybilliue oracle, which he faid por¬ 
tended, that the fovereign power fhould be in the hands of 
the Co-neil: ; namely, Sylia, China, and himfelr. 

Thi- confpiracy was carried on with the grea/efi fccreey, 
and the number of the cenfpirators increafed daily. Among 
them were fie vent; women, who, by proHitutimr thcmfeJver, 
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had been maintained after a prodigious rate; but decay of 
beauty .limiting their gains, their luxury, which continued 
the lame as before, run them greatly in debt. This horrid defeated 
defign Avas dilcovered by the means of j9 ; Curius , one of bv the vi- 
the plotters, a degraded fenator, who told it to Fuhia , a chance of 
courtefan of his acquaintance, and fhe difclofed it to Cicero , Cicero. 
who was now conful. Cicero , by examining of thefe two, 
found out the AA'bole matter, hoAV often and where they met, 
and Avhat their deligns were; and particularly, that his own 
delh'udlion was to be brought about by Vafgunteins , a fena¬ 
tor, and Cornelius , a knight, under pretence of a friendly 
vifit. Upon this, he immediately fet guards in feveral parts 
of the city, and a He mb led the fenate in the temple of Con¬ 
cord. , to conful t what Avas be lb to be done. Catiline attended, 
but none of the fenators would fit near him. Cicero , in- 
cenfed at his boldnefs, frond up, and, after making a feverc 
fpcech againft him, openly manirefling all his crimes, which 
were both numerous and notorious, he commanded him to 



reat rage, 


leave the city. Catiline then rofc up, well prepared with ar¬ 
tifice and diffiinulation, and, with a dejected look and flip- 
pliant tone, befought the fathers not over-rafhly to credit 
vain reports concerning him ; nor to belieA'e that a perfonof 
his rank, whole own, and Avhofe anccflors fervices had been 
fo remarkably beneficial, flood in need of a ruined common¬ 
wealth. He concluded Avith many fcurrilous reflections upon 
Cicero , AA’hich not being hearkened to, he left the houfe in a 

menacing ruin and deftru&ion to all his enemies, 
e departed from Rome that fame night, with three hundred 
armed men, and li&ors AAUth fafees and axes before him, like 
amagiftrate ; and retired into Hetruria , gathering by the Avay 
Avhat foldiers he could, Avith a defign to return to the city, 
which he had directed Lcntulus and Cetbcgus to lay in allies at 
an appointed time. EndeaA'Ours had alio been ufed to pre¬ 
vail on the ambaffadors of the Allobroges then at Rome to Air 
up the Gauls again A the commonwealth : but they declaim¬ 
ing it to Fabius Sang a, their patron, and Cicero being in¬ 
formed of it, that defign was prevented. 

The day after Catiline’s departure, Cicero fummened the 
people, and made a fecond oration to them, wherein he con¬ 
gratulated the commonwealth on its being freed from fo in- 

The fenate decreed Catiline an enemy to 
, and likewife Manlius , who had joined him in Hc- 
Lcntulv.s alfo, Avho had tampered with the ambafia- 
tlors, was deprived of his office of praetor. Cicero , fhortly 
after, fummoned the people again, and made another fpeech 
to them, in Avhich he reported the particulars of the difeo- 
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and dependents of Ltntulfis and Cethems had gathered to- 

id 


gather a great number of artificer 
voured to break into the 
loners. Upon n 


o 


rabbi 


and 


en< ca- 


n n ft 


after 


nto the praetor’s houfe, and refeue the p r I- 

otice of this, Cicero left the fenate-heufe 
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watch aird fufficient guards, 


re¬ 


turned, to take the opinions of the lenators. 

Warm debates arofc on this occahon. Many were for 


nutting 


them to death: hut 7 


V 7: Jr it r {// 


fccondine thofe 


who were again ft that motion, urged the P or cl an law, which 
punifhed capital offenders only with exile ; adding, That 
though their crimes were undoubtedly juch as no tortures could 


equal, yet an inno vation, even in the puvijhonrai of the ivorji of 
on 'Vi. might b: a dangerous precedent. To this Porcius Caio re- 
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That, among the anlient Romans, Manlius 


Torquatus had can] 


l 




fan to he put to death , only ft, 


fighting the enemy contrary to command: and if, laid he, that'va¬ 
liant youth was fo fevered ckajiifcd. for his cver-hafty courage, Jhall 
the prefent veneration hehtate what to decree agaiftl the mo!} 


pro font generation hefitate what to decree again.fl the mojl 
bloody of parricides, and the greatcjl men ft ers of mankindP 
Cicero then {food up, and made his fourth, fpeech upon this 
occaiion ; in which, with an artful fort of mildnefs and am¬ 
biguity, he inclined to Cato’s fide; telling the fenate, That 
his earn fine]} did not proceed from any malice or anger, but from 
a lingular tender;;,]}, and ccmpajfion. That they ought to confuhr, 
tloai it was not T. Gracchus, who required a Jecond tribune- 
ftftp \ nor C. Gracchus, who claimed the public lands ; nor ycl 
Saturniu:, who few Memmius, that was to be punifhed ; out 
incendiaries of the city, murderers of the people , and afjiftants of 

nfeif: and, likewife , that this mi 


Catiline 


ifehief 


JU J 


diffufetl over all Italy, and beyond the Alps, and therefore impoj- 
fble to be ernfhed by forbearance and delays. Cicero’s Ipeech in¬ 
duced the fenate to put them all to death, which the conful 
faw executed before the aflcmbly broke up. But Cafar’s 
mildnefs and peculiar management in this affair, made fe- 
veral fufpeUt that he himfelf had fome hand in the confpi- 


rac\ 


r as fhortly after overtaken by 
Cicero’s collemie, near the Alps, as he was palling into Gonl 
to complete his levies, and, after an obflinate fight, defeated 
and killed. Thus was this moff dangerous confpiracy 
quafhed, chiefly by the vigilance and diligence of Cicero. 
Public thanks were given him for his great care and pains, 
and, at the inffance of Cato , he was honoured with the glo- 
_ rious appellation of Father of his country, a title which no 
thanks ol one had ever enjoyed before, and which the people pro- 
his conn- claimed with loud acclamations, faying. That though they 

feveral commanders of that age , for riches, /foil 
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Though Rome was in a much more quiet pofture after Year of 
thefe disturbances were over, yet neither Catiline s defeat Rome6c)z. 
nor death could fettle the city in a firm and lading peace, 
but ftill fhe lay expofed to the finifler dellgns which fome 
ambitious fenators were always forming againft her liberty : 
j lor could their inclinations of that kind meet with greater 
temptations, fince the gaining of this only city muft carry 
with it fo great a part of the world. And now it was that 
Cefar began to make a greater appearance in the ftate than 
ever, being this year made a praetor. He had before gone Ceefar 
through the two offices of quee/ior and eedile ; in the latter of made 
which, by his magnificence in his fhews and buildings, he praetor, 
had acquitted himfelf with much reputation, having alfo the 
advantage of being defeended from one of the moft illuftrious 
families in Rome . He afterwards flood for the high-prieft- high- 
hood, and, by his great liberality, carried it from two of the prieft, 
moft powerful men in Rome , ana his feniors ; and fcarce any 
man in the city was more remarkable, either for the free- 
nefs of his prefents, or the largenefs of his bribes. He was 
now alfo arrived at a very high degree of learning, as well 
as an admirable (kill in eloquence, having already difputed 
the prize with the moft famous orators. In fliort, few things 
feemed beyond the reach of his great genius. Little was 
performed by him during the time of his praetorftiip, befldes 
compofing fome difturbances occafioned by one Clodius , a 
young man of a noble family, but of a fcanaalous life, who, 
being in love with Cafar’s wife, Pompeia , had, in a wo¬ 
man’s habit, entered his houfe in the time of a particular 
feftival, when only women were permitted to be prefent. 

Clodius brought himfelf into much trouble for prophaning 
thofe facred inftitutions, and Ceefar put away his wife pri¬ 
vately upon this account, faying, when he wasafked his rea- 
fon for lb doing. That he did not believe her guilty ; but that 
Caefar’r wife ought to preferve herfelf from the fujpicion as well as 
the guilt of the crime. 

The violent heats and fa&ions which now rent the ftate 
upon every occafion, (hewed that it was now ready for a 
change, and liable to become a prey to men of the greateft 
power and ambition. Ceefar , who faw this, thought of no¬ 
thing fo much as the greatnefs of Pompey , and of iurpaffim*, 
or at leaft equalling, him in the glory of his exploits. To 
this end, after the expiration of his praetorfhip, he procured 
the government of Spain: but having contracted great debts and go¬ 
by his manner of living, and being retarded in his journey vernor of 
thither by the perfecution of his creditors, he was forced to Spain. 
apply to Crafjus , a man of vaft riches, great wit and elo¬ 
quence, and no contemptible valour; who being wrought 
upon by the importunities of his wife Tertulla , who. loved 
Ceefar as much as Clodius did Pompeia , became fecurity for 
eight hundred and thirty talents. It was in this govern¬ 
ment that Ceefar , viewing the ftatue of Alexander at Gades, 

wept 
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wept to think that he had done nothing great and memora¬ 
ble at an age when that prince had conquered the work!. 
Animated with this reflection, he pierced farther into the 
country than the Romans had ever done before, lubitued 
veral nations till then untouched, and amafied fo vaftatrea- 
lure to himfelf, in the name of the commonwealth, as enabled 
him afterwards to imitate that Alexander whom he fo much 
ad m i red. 

Shortly after 



m 's departure from Spain, D 


ompq 


returns to turned to Rome, covered with glory for his mighty exploits. 
Rome, Upon his arrival in Italy, he had font back his troops, to pre- 
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and has a 

folcndid 


vent all fufpicions from his appearing at the head of an ar¬ 
my. A triumph was granted him with general applaulc, and 
with fo much the more fplendor and magnificence, as this 
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triumph. was p or theconquclf of another third part of the world, after 

he had already received the fame honour for the two other 
parts. It larted two days ; and even that time was fcarce 
fufficicnt. In this fuperb procc-ilion were expofed the mimes 
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Ibrr.e ladies of Scythia. To thefe were joined the hoftages of 
the Albanians and Iberians, with thofc of the king of Comma- 
rena, and a vaft number of trophies anfwcring to each par¬ 
ticular battle wherein he was conqueror.. The gold, filver, 
and jewels, that made up part of this public pomp, amounted 
to the value of twentv tboufand talents; or, three millions, 
(even hundred, and forty tboufand pounds of our money. 
He made it appear, by an account fairly Rated, that he had 
roved the whole revenue of the commonwealth twelve 
tboufand talents, being one third part, by this expedi¬ 
tion; belides the large fums he had difieributed among his 
men, of which the meandf foldier’s fhare was near forty 
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Amidtt all thefe honours, Pranf-ry was much feared and 

met 
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hated by many, as appeared by the great oppofition he me 
with fhortly after, on his demanding a confirmation of all 
that he had" done in Ajia , and certain lands for the reward 
of his troops. His credit had indeed influenced the elec¬ 
tion ct both the coniuls, A let el tins Creiicus and African us ; 
but he foon found himfelf miftaken in that choice : Tor Afri¬ 
can:;:, minding nothing but pleaiurc, never acquired much 
authority in the fenate ; and Aleiellus cancelled all forme ^ob¬ 
ligations on account of RcmpcyA putting away his wife Mu- 
it a , who was A/I ft el Ins' s fitter, upon fufpicion of her being 
too intimate vvith Cafar. Cato too fet ail tiis power agai.nk 
the interefh of PomyA, and Lucuilus did the the fame, de- 
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thole made with refpe& to the conquered countries might be 
nnulled ; and, at the fame time, he flopped his intended law 


for rewarding his foldiers. 
tribunes, (whofe office he and Cafar 
had fupprefied it) 5 one of which, by n 
the law for the reward of the foldiers. 


Pomp 


The conful Met, 


oppofed it very fharply, till theconteft arifing even to blows 
and bloodffied, the tribune fent Metellus to prifon ; and when 
the whole fenate offered to make themfelves prisoners with 
him, Flavius placed his tribunal at the prifon door, and forbad 
them entrance : upon which the fathers caufed the wall to be 
immediately broken down in another place; and the con- 
ftancy of the fenate began to fhake the refolution of the peo¬ 
ple, always apt to judge of things by their outward appear¬ 
ance. This Pompey quickly perceived, and defired the tri¬ 
bunes to accommodate the matter, pretending a commiffion 
from Metellus for fo doing. He now, too late, repented his 
inconfiderate leaving his army, and expofing himfelf to the 


hatred of his enemies. 


vF 


He had been fully informed turns from 


of new confuls being at hand, 
of all thefe difturbances, and of the reafons 
diffatisfadHon ; and now refolved, either to improve his own 
authority with the fenate, or find a good opportunity of quit- 
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triumph, which he accordingly afked of the fenate, declaring 
hisdefign of {landing for the confulfliip. Now both thefe 
iteps were inconfiftent at the fame time ; for the law forbad 
entrance into the city to any one who deiired a triumph ; 
and required, that whofoever fued for the confulifcip, fhouid 
do it in perfon. Ceefar wrote to the fenate, defiring that 


pre- 


up; 


which Ceefar declined his triumph ; puriued declines a 


thefe formalities might be difpenfed with ; but Cato flood up 

for a flridi: obfervance of the laws ; and his ooinion 
vailed: / / 

the confulfhip with great eagernefs ; and, well knowing tt 

great importance of Pompcf s credit, and his quarrel with tl 

knate, he thought this a fit conjuncture to engage himfelf in for the 
hk' iiuerells. 


tne triumph, 
be and Hands 


ipey 


Cetf 


confulfhip 


confirm all his a£ts, if he could procure him to be elected : 
whereupon a dole agreerrtent was made between them. After 
this, Cajar made it his buftnefs to bring his friend Crafjus into 
tne league, in which he eafily fucceeded, and a former breach 
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done 


Inn combination, or confpiracy, that nothing fhould be 
m the commonwealth againft any of their interefts or appro- 
b'von, which they mofc folemnly confirmed with mutual 
°'.;:as and promifes. This was the iirft great triumvirate, 
which proved the overthrew of the confular and popular 

ftate; 
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Hate; being a confederacy of three of the greateft men in 
Rome, either for valour, authority, or riches. Pompey Vi; . 3 
then about forty-feven years of age, and Caj'ar forty. 

Thus Rome, after fhe had fiourilhed many years in won¬ 
derful grandeur, loft her liberty, occalioned wholly by themi- 
merous abufes, and notorious corruptions in her government 
and inhabitants, which fhortly after plunged her into greater 
miferies than ever (he had felt before. This fatal union 
happened four hundred and forty-nine years after the begin- 
ing of the confular ftate, and in the fix hundred and ninety- 
fourth year of the city: at which time the Roman dominion: 
contained all Italy ; all Cifalpine Gaul, and part of the 
other; all Spain and Africa ; all Greece and Illyricum ; all 
the kingdoms in Sljja Minor, with Armenia , Mefopotam , 
Media, Syria, and judo:a ; befides many iflands. 

Flourishing as Rome now was, with rcfpect to the ex¬ 
tent and fruitfulnefs of its dominions, the power of its arms, 
the fame and valour of its commanders, the greatneis of its 
revenues, the compafs and magnificence of its city, and the 
numbers and riches, as well as learning and politenefs of its 
inhabitants ; it ftill wanted confiderably of that grandeur 
abroad, and much more of that quiet and ferenenefs at home, 
which it afterwards enjoyed in the reign of Auguftus . For 
now, efpecially finee the joining of three fuch potent men as 
Cafar, Pompey, and CraJJus, the ftate was full of factions and 
divifions, briberies and corruptions, feuds and jealoufies, 
which made many juftly fear the approaching downfall of 
their antient rights and liberties. 

The firft effedt of this triumvirate was the promoting of 
Caj'ar to the confulfhip, Pompey and CraJJus employing all 
their intereft therein. He had two competitors, Lucerius and 
Bibulus. The former, covetous though rich, was taken oft" 
by large promifes, and bribed to procure what votes he could 
for Caj'ar j but the latter, fupported in his election by the 
efforts and voluntary contributions of the fenators, who 
were refolved to have him for one of the confuls, was elected 
with Cafar. Even Cato, rigid as he was, thought that the 
law which forbad all manner of bribery on thefe occafions, 
ought, in fuch a cafe, to be difpenfed with, when the in¬ 
tereft of his country fo much required it. 

Cafar, after confirming all Pompefs a£ls, according to 
agreement, from that time applied himfelf wholly to gain the 
favour of the people; and, the better to effedl it, he pre¬ 
ferred a law for dividing certain lands in Campania among 
fuch of the poor citizens as had three children, or more. 
This propofal was highly pleading to the commons, and 
Cafar had taken the moft proper methods to make it pals; 
for the law was drawn up in terms fo very juft and reafon- 
able, that no man could find fault with it. He declared to 
the fenators, that he would do nothing without their autho¬ 
rity, nor propofe any of his friends for commiflioners, or 
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am , man who might be liable to fufpicion ; but that they 
jfhould all be perfons of known reputation and abilities. 

This plaufible and cautious way of proceeding, left fcarce 
any room for contradiction : but ftill the fenate, to hinder 
the law, and yet not feem to oppole it, adjourned the affair Which 
from day to day; till, at laft, Cato declared plainly, that the fenate 
fuch changes in the ftate were not to be permitted; and all oppofe. 
the fenators joined him. Upon this, Cesfar had immediate 
recourfe to the people, complaining of the injuftice and ftub- 
bornnefs of the fenate, and publicly afking Pompey and 
Crajfus their opinions of this law. They both approved of 
it; and Pompey farther declared, that if fuch as oppofed it 
fhould come with their fwords in their hands, he would 
meet their fwords, and bring a buckler with him befides: 
whereupon a day was fixed for the publication of this 

law. 

The time appointed being come, the people affembled in But the 
great numbers, and, in fpite of all oppofition, drove away law is 
Cato and Bib ulus with Hones and clubs ; broke the conful’s pafled. 
axes; palled the law; and infilled, that all the fenators 
Ihould fwear to the obfervation of it. Cato, Metellus , and 
Favonius , were the only perfons who refilled ; but they too, 
after much oppofition, took the oath to fave their fines and 
lives; for Cesfar had caufed the people to make it capital 
for any one to refufe. From this time Cesfar made little ule 
of the fenate ; and his collegue, Bibulus, never dared to ap¬ 
pear in public during the remainder of the year. Somebody 
upon this occafion, to deride both Bibulus and the fenate for 
tlieir inactivity, at the head of thofe aCts where the names of 
the confuls ufed to be infcribed, inftead of Cesfar and Bibu- 
lus , wrote Caius Cesfar and Julius Cafar , to Ihew that Cesfar 
governed alone. 

Cafar, thus freed from his collegue, turned his attention Cesfar 
towards the knights, who courted him, in order to obtain gains the 
an abatement of the rent at which they farmed the public affe&ion 
revenues. The fenate refufed to remit any thing ; but Cesfar of the 
prevailed on the people to abate one third. By this, and other knights, 
ways of pleafing the lower orders of the Hate, he obtained 
the province of Gaul for five years, with four legions ; a 
thing he much defired, as a means of performing great ex¬ 
ploit. Tin. reft of the year he fpent in endeavouring to 
eftablilh his incereft for the time to come ; and knowing of 

what confequence Pompey was, to bind him the more llrong- Secures 
ly, he gave him in marriage his daughter Julia , a very vir- i.: c f nfnr J 
tuous and beautiful lady. He likewife took care, that the ; n tprpfl in 
next yerr's confuls Ihould be his friends Gabinius and Pifo , g om£ 
to the latter of which he had lately given his daughter * 
Cakvrnia ; and he procured the tribunelhip for Clodius, not- 
wunftanding his former affront, becaufe he knew him to 
he an enemy to Cicero , whole oration againft Ccefar, in 
pleading for 6'. Antonias, had gained him the hatred of the 

triumvirate: 
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triumvirate. Having thus fettled affairs, and finifhed his 
confulfhip, he departed for Gaul with fome precipitation, 
being threatened to be called to an account for his conduct 
in his confulfhip ; and though fome of the tribunes pre¬ 
vented his public cenfure, they could not fave his quaftor 
from condemnation. 

Pompey and Crajj'us were not idle in Cajar's abfence. The 
former had filled the city with fqldiers, and both the confuls 
being of their party, the authority of the fen ate was greatly 
weakened. Clodius , fo ambitious of the tribunefhip, that he 
had got himfelf adopted by a plebeian to qualify him for 
that poff, was the moll adfive of all. Cicero immediately 
law that his ruin was intended. His chief hope was in Po>n- 
pey , who had always been his friend : but Pompey had now 
lacrificed every thing to the interefts of the triumvirate, and 
had lately been extremely offended with Cicero for fome ill- 
timed jokes. However, he affured him of his protection, 
Ctsfar had offered to make him his lieutenant in his Gallic 
expedition, which he had a great mind to accept of; but 
Pompey advifed him not to leave Rome , and Clodius artfully 
deluded him with falfe hopes of reconciliation, in order to 
make him ffay, that he might be borne down before he was 
aware of his danger. In fhort, every thing feemed to con- 
fpire againft him; and that piercing judgment and quick 
apprehenfion, which he ufed fo much to value himfelf upon, 
quite forfook him now. 

Clodius , by his diftributions of corn among the poor, grew 
daily more and more in favour with the people, and procu¬ 
red a law to be pafled, by which fire and water were inter¬ 
dicted to whofoever had put to death any Roman citizen un¬ 
heard. Cicero , who, with every one elfe, plainly faw that 
this was aimed at him, lofing all his former conftancy, went 
up and down the city, folliciting his caufe, in mourning 
robes, a long beard, and dilhevelled hair, attended by twen¬ 
ty thoufand knights, fupplicating in his behalf, befides many 
young noblemen, his pupils in the ftudy of eloquence, 
among whom were the Tons of Crajjiis. The fenators were 
going to order a general mourning upon this occafion; but 
the confuls flopped that debate, and Clodius fummoned them 
all to appear before the people, where Gabinius immediately 
condemned what Cicero had done in the affair of Catiline's 
confpiracy. Cicero’s laft retreat was Pompey , who was in¬ 
deed able enough to have faved him, but who, far from be¬ 
ing difpofed to do him any fervice, when Cicero waited on 
him with a petition, flipped out at a back door, to avoid 
feeing him. He now found himfelf reduced to the hard ne- 
ceflity, either of fubmitting to his fate, or taking up arms 
for his defence, which laft he might probably have done 
with fome fuccefs ; but not being able to bear the 
thought of fhedding the blood of his countrymen, by the 

advice of Cato and the reft of his friends, he rcfolved to re¬ 
tire, 
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and accordingly left Rome in the night, and went to 
After his retreat, Chdius canfed him to be banifhed, Ide is ba- 


bu the votes of the people, four hundred miles from Italy, 
deftroyed his poffeffions in the country, fet his goods to fale, 
aiid pulled down his houfe, in the place of which he built 

a temple to Liberty. Cato was lent away loon after, bv 


niihed. 


under pretence of doing him honour, to 
Cyprus. Lucullus had retired from the city. 
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chief part of the government of t 
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While thefe things were doing 
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r was very Year of 
bufy in his expedition, by which he propofed vaft advanta- Rome 6^6. 
ges to himfelf, having not only Cif alpine Gaul allotted him, 
but alfo the other, which comprehended all that is now called Cafar's 
France , together with a great part of the low countries, and exploits in 
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fome of Germany. 

had 


Hel- Gaul. 


wtians , who had totally abandoned their country, burnt 
down their towns and houfes, deftroyed their provilions, 
and were marching into Gaul , through his province, to the 
number of upwards of three hundred thoufand. Upon in¬ 
telligence of this, Cafar haftened to Geneva, and broke down 
the bridge there ; upon which they fent to him, defiring 
leave to pals. He delayed anfwering them till he could col- 
left all his troops, and, in the mean time, threw up a large 
intrenchment, from the lake of Geneva to Mount fur a, be¬ 


ing twelve miles, which forced them to turn afide, and en¬ 
ter Gaul by the way of Sequania. Cafar followed them with 
great diligence, and defeated a confiderable party of them; 
upon which they fent a fecond time to defire a treaty. No 


thing was concluded, 


fhor 


He de~ 


Cafar $ cavalry met with a repulfe, for which the enemy 
loon paid dear in a general battle, to which he artfully 
drew them, wherein they loft near two hundred thoufand ans% 
men, and their wives and children were cut to pieces, defpe- 
rately fighting among the carriages. Cafar crowned his 
vi&ory with a glorious a&ion, by colledting all who had 
efcaped, and fending them in fafety to their own countries. 
Refolving to improve his time while the feafon permitted, 
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feats the 
Helveti- 


he immediately turned 


Arioviflus 


and 


ufed the inhabitants with intolerable feverities and oppref- 
fions. The Sequanians , being allies of Rome , implored the 
affiftance of Cafar , who thereupon fent to Arioviflus without 
fuccefs, and afterwards came to a perfonal interview with 
him, in which Ariovifus’s haughty language, and the trea¬ 
chery of fome of his troops, brought both armies to a battle 
mortly after. Cafar gained the day, killed eighty thoufand 
of the enemies, and purfued them to the very borders of 
the Rhine, over which Arhvi/Ius crofted in a little boat with, 
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a fmall retinue; two of his wives, and as many of his daugh 
ters being taken prifoners. 


was 


if 


The Bd- 
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feated. 


a third part of Gaul, and were reckoned the moft powerful 
people in the whole country. Cafar hearing that they had 
raifed above two hundred and eighty thoufand men, marched 
againft them with all fpeed, and bravely attacking them, 
while they were plundering his allies the Gauls , he defeated 
and put to flight fo many of them, that, Plutarch fays, 
marflies and deep rivers became paflable to the Romans by 
the prodigious number of the dead bodies. Several nations 
bordering upon the ocean 


Ceefi 


his army againft the Net 


fight 


favage and warlike people in thofe parts. Thefe, leaving 
their children and efredts in one of the thick forefts, with 
•which their,country was covered, fell upon Ceefar with fixty 
thoufand men, before he thought of engaging, or had time 
to encamp, with fuch uncommon fury, that they broke the 
Roman cavalry, and furrounded the feventh and twelfth le¬ 
gions, which muft all have been cut off, as their officers 
were, if Ceefar himfelf had not haftily catched up a buckler, 
and ruflied through his men into the midft of the enemies, 
and his tenth legion run in to his afliftance, and broke their 
ranks. Still they would not give way, but obftinately flood 
their ground till they were all cut in pieces, and not athou- 
cvians de- land of them left. This was Ceefar ’s fecond year’s ex- 
feated. pedition ; and now the renown of His vi&ories made him lb 

formidable, even in Germany , that feveral nations beyond 
the Rhine fent of their own accord, and fubmitted to him. 
When the news of Ceefar’s Iaft exploits reached Rome, the 
occafions fenate decreed a folemn feftival for fifteen days, which was 
great di- a greater honour than any had ever received before. Clodius 
flurbances having removed his enemies, began to prove an intolerable 
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have Cicero recalled. To this end he applied to Milo , one 
of the tribunes, a man of great courage and refolution ; and 
ufing his intereft with many others, the matter was at laft 
ropofed to the fenate, where it was generally agreed to. 
_ ut Clodius oppofed it with the utmoft violence : and when 
it was propofed to the body of the people, and promoted as 
much as poflible by Milo and his collegue; Sextus Clodius , 
aflifted by a party of gladiators, fell fuddenly upon the mul¬ 
titude, kilted feveral of the people, wounded the tribunes, 
and difperfed the aflembly. A day or two after, Milo feized 
Clodius , and carried him before the praetor : whereupon a 
great conteft arofe ; but Clodius ’s party was driven away by 


the forum , aftembled 


Pomp 


confent, 
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content and applaufe voted Cicero’s return. The fenate Cicero re- 
Iikewife decreed honours to fuch cities as had entertained called 
him and ordered his hoitfe to be rebuilt, and all his pofief- from ba- 
fions to be reinftated at the public expence. Cicero was fix- nilhment. 
tcsn months in banifhment. 

The next year, C<#far, intending to vifit Italy himfelfj Continu- 
feat Servius Galba i one of his lieutenants, with the twelfth ation of 
legion and part of the cavalry, again ft the Antuates , Vera- C^/ar’s. 
pm-, and Secluni , nations which inhabited from the river exploits 
Vtione to the Alps, in order to clear a paflage* and fecure a in Gaul, 
trade in thofe parts* Galba foon defeated a very great party, 
which had been fo bold as to attack him in his camp. Ca- 
r ar , returning fhortly after, found that the Vcneti , and feve- 
ral other nations of Celtic Gaul , had revolted ; whereupon 
he turned part of his force againft them, but met with great 
difficulties in this enterprize, by reafon of their naval 
ftrength,by means of which they fhifted continually from place 
to place; but at laft, having procured a fleet, he attacked the 
Vcneti at fea, and overthrew them. In the mean time, 

Craffus , one of his lieutenants, fubdued the Sontiates, with 
the greateft part of Aquitain ; as Salinus , another of them, 
did the Untlli , and all the maritime parts. Towards the lat¬ 
ter end of the campaign, Co?far marched againft the Morini , 
a people near Calais , and the Menapii , two nations who 
were ftill up in arms. The feafon was too far advanced for 
him to do any thing more this year. 

As Cccfar’s conquefts eftablifhed his reputation in Rome, 
fo his humanity, and other excellent qualities gained him the 
hearts of all his foldiers. He had now got great ftore of 
wealth, with which he not only difeharged his debts, but 
likewife made many great friends by his magnificent pre- 
fents, efpecially to the ladies, and alfo corrupted the aediles, 
praetors, and confuls themfelves. In this winter he paffed 
into Italy, and took up his head quarters at Lucca , where 
there was fo great a concourfe of people to pay him their 
refpe&s, that two hundred fenators were prefent together, 
and fo many praetors and proconfuls, that one hundred and 
twenty bundles of rods were feen there at a time. Here the 
triumvirate concerted new meafures, and Cafar , fearing he 
might be recalled from Gaul, engaged Pompcy and CraJJits 
to endeavour at the confullhip the following year, and to 
continue him in his employment five years longer. This The te- 
defign was fo difpleafing to the fenate, and fuch violent dif- nate jea- 
putes arofe concerning it, that they went into mourning, lous of the 
as in public calamities, faying, that the-proceedings of the proceed- 
triumvirate were dangerous to the peace and liberty of Rome, ings of the 
Cato fet up Domitius againft them, as a candidate for the triumvi- 
confulfhip; but Pompcy , refolving to carry his point, fent rate, 
fome armed men againft Domitius , as he was going to the 
ele£h’on, who killed one of his flaves, difperfed his compa¬ 
ny, wounded Cato in the arm, and Domitius himfelf efcaped 
Vox,. IV. R W'ith 
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with difficulty* By fuch force and violence Pompey and 
CraJJus obtained the confullhip. Shortly after, the people 
were going to give Cato the praetorfhip ; but Pompey pre¬ 
tending ftrange prodigies in heaven, difmiffed the aflembly, 
and then, corrupting the tribes with money, made them 
C^far chufe Antius and Vatinius praetors. After this, by the af- 

continued fiftance of the tribune Trebonius y the confuls procured laws, 
in the go- which continued C<sfar in his government of Gaul five years 
vernment longer, and affigned Syria and the Parthian war to CraJjus, 
of Gaul, and Africa and Spain to Potnpey, with four legions, of which 

he lent Cafar two for the Gallic wars. 

Year of The fourth year of Cofar’s expedition Was employed 
Rome 699. againft feveral nations of Germany , who, to the number of 

four hundred and thirty thoufandof all forts, being driven 
out of their own country by the Suevi, the moll powerful 
of all the Germansy had paflfed the Rhine into Gaul, and 
forced the Menagti from their habitations. Cafar , well 
knowing the levity of the Gauls , and their readinefs to call 
off their yoke, refolved to hinder the Germans from fettling 
on this fide of the Rhine. To this end, arid to break the 
meafures he found they had already began to concert with 
the Gauls , he anticipated the ufual time of taking the field, 
and marched diredlly to the Germans , who, amazed at his 
extraordinary diligence, fent ambaffadors to defire a treaty. 
He gave them a patient hearing, and favourable anfwers, 
but Hill continued his march. At laft the articles were 
agreed on, provided Cafar would ftay three days ; but he 
would allow them but one $ during which, fome of his ca¬ 
valry going out to forage, met with a party of German horfe, 
who fell furloufly upon them, put them to flight, and pur- 
fued them to their very camp. The Germans fending their 
principal officers the next day to excufe this aftion, Cafar 
detained them prifoners, and advancing with his whole ar¬ 
my, fell fuddenly upon the enemy, and cut them all in 
pieces. After this, he laid a bridge over the Rhine * marched 
into Germany , relieved the Ubii, granted a peace to fuch as 
gave him hoftages, burnt and deffroyed the reft, and at the 
end of eighteen days returned into Gaul , breaking down the 
bridge behind him. 

He in- Finding that he had time this year to undertake a new 
vades expedition, and animated by an ardent defire of glory, he 
Britain , refolved to crofs the fea into Britain ; an enterprize fo ha¬ 
zardous, that few but Ccefar would have ventured upon it. 
His pretence was the Britons fending fupplies into Gaul 
againft the Romans ; and* in order to his defign, he made 
ftridl enquiry of the merchants who traded thither, what 
kind of people they were, how they made war, under what 
laws they lived, and which were their bell ports. After 
this, he fent Volufeus to view their coafts, and, in the mean' 
time, ordered the fhips he had employed againft the Veneti 

to be got ready, and made all other neceflary preparations. 

Several 
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v *_ - people, alarmed at the impending 

danger, Tent ambafladors with tokens of fubmiflion to Ca± 
far , who fent them back with fair words, and with them 
'Cornio, whom he privately inftru&ed to obferve the coun¬ 
try ; but Cornio, not daring to truft the inhabitants, ftaid 
only five days upon the coafts, and then returned to report 
what he had feen. Cafar , leaving all things quiet in GauL 
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Sulpicius Ruf 


ports, put to fea in the 


night, with two legions and part of his cavalry, and the 
next morning made the Britijb coaft, where he met with 
fuch oppofition, that the Romans were in danger of being 
driven back, till the ftandard-bearer of the tenth legion 
boldly leaped afhore, and being weil fiipported by Cajar 9 
all the army landed, and the Britons fled, fo terrified, that 
they fent foon after to defire a peace, which was granted. 
They had already delivered fome hoftages, when a great 
(form arofe, which fhattered the Roman fhips as they lay at 
anchor ; and this, with Cafar' s want of proviilons, fo en¬ 
couraged the Britons , that inftead of fending him the reft of 
their hoftages, they marched againft him with a numerous 
army, and meeting one of the legions, almoft defeated it; 
but Cafar coming up with timely afliftance, brought it off*. 
He immediately fet about repairing his fhips, procuring of 
provifions, and fecuring his camp j and being again attacked 
by the Britons , he overthrew them, and burnt many of their 
towns, which obliged them once more to fue for peace; 


Cafe 

ing the feafon far. 


fhips 


- - 1 >- * 

fea, and returned which he 

about three hun- leaves, 

, , - -o -..— than they fhould and re- 

have done, were fet upon by the Morini, who, not long be- turns to 

tore, had been reconciled to him.. They were foon relieved, Gaul 

and Labienus Was fent to chaftife the revolters, who being 

reduced, he and Gotta harafled the country of the Menapi- 

ws, who had hid themfelves in the woods. 

The Britons having furnifhed Cafar with a frefh pretence 
for attacking them, by breaking their articles with him, he feeond ex- 
embarked the next fpring at Iceius, or Calais , with five legi- nedltion 

ons and two thoufand horfe, and landed, without oppofition toBritain 

in Britain, where he fhortly after forced ofte of the enemy’s 

camps. About the fame time, news was brought him* that Year of 
ms whole n^vy was extremely damaged by a ftorm, and pn*,?-,™ 
fpme of his fhips loft. Upon this he retiree! back towards ^ * 
me lea coaft, where he repaired moft of them in ten days, 
and wrote to Labienus to build more. After that, he march^ 
ed agamit Camoelaun, the general of all the Britijb forces, 
and defeated. him in a bloody battle, which fo intimidated 
tot enemy, that they were afraid to appear.againft him in 
y Dody. 6 afar thereupon advanced farther into the coun¬ 
ty, and Dafted the Thames , in fpite af all oppofition, his 


men Ending up to the neck in water. Caffiyelaim 


R 2 


ftanding 



24-4 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

{landing his reputed valour, kept to the woods and forefls • 

« r- i * i t* 1 . II r 1 1 J 


and finding that 
and 

Ccefc 


Cap, 


Hcreturr.s certain tribute upon Britain ; after which, finding the fia- 

fon far advanced, and apprehending danger from fome tu¬ 
mults in Gaul, he crofic-d the fea again, and brought back 


back to 
Gaul. 


Year of 


his army with much glory and renown. 


Rome 701. Gaul were difpofed to a general infurredlion ; whereupon he 

reinforced his army with three Roman legions, and as many 
auxiliaries as he could well procure. He opened the cam¬ 
paign fooner than ufual, thereby to break, or at lead 


weaken 


Net 


Andpaffes 
the Rhine 
into Ger' 
many. 


the Semites , Carnutes , and Menapians ; while his lieutenant 
Lahienus fubdued all the people about Treves. After this, 
he built a bridge, and pafled the Rhine a fecond time, be- 
caufe many of the Germans had entered into a confederacy 
with the Gauls. His attempts upon the Suevi being attended 
with little fuccefs, by reafon of their flying into woods and 
impaffable places, he turned his arms again ft the Eburones, 
But while he was ravaging their territories, the Sicambri , 
croffing the Rhine fuddenly, attacked his lieutenant Ci¬ 
cero’s camp, killed many of his men, and caufed a great 
confternation among them all, till the news of Cafar s ap¬ 
proach forced them to retire. Ca;far then fell again upon 
the country of the Eburones j after which, having held a 
council in GWfor the punilhment of the revolters, andprovi- 
ded his army with all things neceffary, he drew it into win¬ 


ter quarters 


D 


confulfhir 


A 


Pompey and Graffiti. 
began to take can 
allotted them. Cral- 


tion into Syria and Parthia , promifing himfelf to furpafs 
even Pompey in glory ; and therefore he haftened his prepa¬ 
rations, as much as he could. The tribunes ftrongly oppo- 
fed the railing of men, and endeavoured to repeal the laws 
made for their expeditions. Pompey was fatisfied with fend¬ 
ing his lieutenant into his provinces ; being unwilling to 
leave the city, as he pretended, becaufe-of his office offu- 
perintenbant of the provifioris ; an honour which Cicero , in 
return for his being recalled from baniftiment, had procured 
him from the fenate, that he might ^hereby have authority 
all over the Roman 


fore 


emprre 

The 


iff us had recourfe to 


loaded him with curfes and imprecation's ; and indeed nioft 
men exclaimed loudly againft the injuftice of attacking the 
Parthians , who had not offended the Romans , and who were 


then at peace with them. Thefl 
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prcluon upon CraJJus , who having got all things ready, let 

our for his province. 

Pompt'V kept wholly to the city, ftudying how to make Pompey 

himfeif Rill greater and more powerful. 7 he fame of Ccs- grows 
fi/rs conquefts, which engrofled the attention of all Rome , jealous of 
began now to prove very ungrateful to him, who feared no- Ctffar 's 
thing fo much as a rival in glory. He therefore did all he glory, 
could to diminilh the reputation of that great commander, 
obliging- the magiftrates not to publifh any letters they re¬ 
ceived, till he had foreftalled the credit of them, by fpread- 
jng falfe and difadvantageous reports. The prudent, who 
w iilied well to their country, forefaw with grief the mife- 
ries that would enfue from a rupture between two fuch ex¬ 
traordinary perfons ; and what (till augmented their fears, 
v;as, the death of Pompey $ wife, Julia , daughter to Gpfar, 
which happened at the fame time. Pompey loved her paflion- 
ately; and her fenfc and virtue had always a great afeendant 
over the difpofitions both of Cafar and Pompey. The people 
of Rome (hewed the refpedt they bore her, by public demon- 
ftrations of their forrow : and when Pompey would have car¬ 
ried her body to one of his houfes near Alba , they would not 
differ it, but bore it into the field of Man , where they bu¬ 
ried it with the greateft magnificence. From this moment 
Pompey refolved to purfue nothing but his own advancement; 
and iii order to regain the favour of the people, he built a 
Rate]y theatre for plays, (hews, and other public diverfions, 
which Cicero was much difpleafed at, as appears from one of 
his epiftles. 

While Pompey was managing his affairs at home, and Ca- CraJJiips 
fir in the inidft of Gaul , C raj us was purfuing his expedition rapacious 
with all vigour. In his journey he marched through Jc - avarice in 
rufiilem , where he rifled the temple of a great treaiure, to his expe- 
the value of ten thoufand talents, which Pompey , to his dition. 
great reputation, had (pared. He fpent many days in weigh¬ 
ing the treafure of the idol goddefs in Hierapolis, or Edejla , 
in Syria ; and in his whole paffage he (hewed more of cove- 
toulhefs than valour, lifting many men, and then difellarg- His inju- 
ing them again for money. He likewife neglected many op- dicious 
portunities of falling upon the Parthians unprovided ; de- conduct, 
(piled the friendfhip of the king of Armenia , who gave him 
leave to pals through his country to Partbia ; took no care 
about rerrefhing his men, till he came within the enemy’s 
reach, and neglected to pafs down the river Seleucia , as he 
was advifed, where he might have been fupplied with pro- 
vifions by water. This laft counfel he rejected through the 
cunning infinuations of Abgarus the Ofroenian , who, having 
formerly been a friend and ally of the Romans , was now in 
the interefts of the Parthians , and feeding Craffiis with mo- 
ney to gild over his treachery, gave them notice of all that 
pafl'ed in the Roman camp. He likewife perfuaded C raffia $ 
to lay afide all thoughts of Seleucia and Ctefiphon ? and march 
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diredcly againft Surends , the Parthian general. This advice 
he followed ; and thereby, firft lofing his fon, he himfelf 
His death, was circumvented by Surenas , under pretence of a treaty 

and either fiain by his enemies, or killed by fome of his 
own men, to prevent his falling into their hands. His men 
were miferably flaughtered, to the number of twenty thou- 
fand, befides ten thoufand taken, and his head was carried 
to Orodes , king of Parfhia, who caufed melted gold to be 
poured into his mouth, crying. Now fatisfy ihyfelf with gold, 
cf which thou haji always been Jo unfatiably greedy. 

Thus fell CraJJiis , one of the richeft men in all the Roman 
empire, and one of thp heads of the triumvirate. His death 
laid the foundation of the civil war between the other two; 
for while he lived he was a check to them both, and ba¬ 
lanced their interefts : but now an open field was left for 
their emulation and ambition. CraJJus was killed in the 
firft year of his expedition, and in the 701ft of Roine. 

FadHons and corruption never ran higher in the ftate, 
than at this time. What bribery could not purchafe was 
obtained by dint of violence. The confuls, finding them- 
felves debarred, by the power of the triumvirate, from wa¬ 
ging war and leading armies, as formerly, made it their foie 
bufmefs to enrich themfelves out of the public revenues, 
or from bribes, as well as the falaries depending upon their 
offices. Pompey connived at all this, hoping that the infir- 

Great ul- _ • • r . 1 . -vi _ _ n _ r . _ v v - - * _... J j: n ^ 


fturbances 
at Rome. 


mities of the ftate would occafion him to be created diftator; 
and for that reafon he retired for a while into the country, 
that his friends might have the fairer opportunity of infatu¬ 
ating the neceffity of his prefence, as well as authority, for 
prelerving the peace of the city. At the time for the elec¬ 
tion of new magiftrates, the contention among the candi¬ 
dates was fo great, that none could be chofen for eight en¬ 
tire months : and what ftill heightened thefe mifehiefs was, 
the death of Clodius , killed hv his great enemy Milo, who 
met him by accident near Kis country houfe. The body 
was brought to Rome , and expofed all bloody to the people, 
who thereupon, immediately ran with fury to Milo's, houfe, 
to fet it on fire ; but they were retnilfed, and feveral of them 
killed : upon which they returned to the body, pulled down 
all the magiftrates feats, made a funeral pile of them, and 
fet fire to it with fuch rage, that all the buildings round 


< c'npey 

juade foie 
toilful. 


fuch rage, that 
the forum were burnt with Clodias’-s body. The mutineers 
then difperfing all over the city, under pretence of learn¬ 
ing for Milo’s friends, committed fuch horrid outrages, that 
nobody dared to walk the ftreets unarmed. 

Thefe fatal mifehiefs made every one turn their eyes up¬ 
on Pompey, as the fitteft perfon to redrefs all : but while 
they were confuking about creating him didfator, Cato pre¬ 
vailed with the fenate to make him conful alone, that fo, if 
occafion were, he might be afterwards accountable for any 


nial -ad mi ni ft rat i or 2. A ccord i ngl y, 
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tator 
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tator was conferred upon him under a milder name; a thing 
never known in Rome before, but upon fome extraordinary 
occafion, and then only for a few days, when the confuls 
were fometimes commiffioned, To take care that the common¬ 
wealth received no damage. New troops were allotted to 
Pompey , one thoufand talents allowed yearly for their pay, 
and the government of Spain , which he adminiftred by his 
deputies, was continued to him for four years longer. Mi¬ 
la was (hortly after accufed by Clodius’s brother. Cicero un¬ 
dertook his defence ; but, intimidated by the appearance of 
Pompey s foldiers, who furrounded him as he was pleading, 
he was put out of his fpeech, and Milo was banifhed. 

When Cicero afterwards fent him his oration in writing, the 
excellency of it made him anfwer. That it was happy for him 
that Cicero was out in his harangue ; for otherwise he Jhould 
not have lived fo well as he now did at Marfeilles j for that 
was the place of his exile. Pompey , after executing the of¬ 
fice of dictator for a little time, took for his collegue Scipio 
Metcllus , whofe daughter Cornelia he had lately married. 

This alliance was fuch an addition to his intereft, that he 
now made no doubt of being able to out-top Cafar, and 
only waited till affairs were fomewhat more ripe for exe¬ 
cution. But Cafar, by his great policy and induftry, his 
noble exploits abroad, and his profufion of prefents at home. 

Hill fecured himfelf a fufficient party in the city. He 
caufed a new forum to be built at Rome, the ground whereof 
coft him one hundred thoufand fefterces j and he gave the 
people a public entertainment, in acknowledgment of the 
honours done to his daughter Julia. He was a great en- 
courager of learning. At this time flourished, among many 
other learned men, that excellent hiftorian, Sallu/l. 

The troubles in Rome, and Cafar* s abfence, * encouraged Year of 
many of the nations of Gaul to endeavour once more to Homey 02, 
recover their liberty. They purfued their defign with 
greater vigour than ever, and chofe Vercingetorix for their Th eGauls 
general. Upon the news of this, Cafar immediately fet revolt, 
out, forced his way over the mountains through deep fnows, 
and overthrew Vercingetorix, who thereupon retired to Ale- 
fa, a city of the Maaubii , and fhut himi'elf up in it, with 
eight thoufand men, and ail things neceffary for a fiege. Cafar 
Cafar, notwithftanding the hazard of fuch an attempt, in- fabducs 
veiled the place ; and though two hundred and fifty thou- them, 
fand of the braveft of the Gauls came to relieve it, and in a 
manner befieged him, yet, by his wonderful fkill and ma¬ 
nagement, his double and treble trenches, and his vaft lines 
of contravallation, he repulfed the relievers, and foon after 
became mafter of the town, to his great honour and repu¬ 
tation. All the difaffe6led in thofe parts fubmitted immedi¬ 
ately after, and thus ended Cafar* s feventh year’s expedition 
in Gaul, which was the moft dangerous and the moil glori¬ 
ous that ever he undertook. 
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The next year the, Gauls refolved to try their fo'rtun 

once more, and many of their nations again entered into a 
confederacy. hr* vino* inft’liioTnrp 01 


began 


Cm far, having intelligence of their defigns 

dcvaftatfonl 


his march from Blbrattc, mad 


great 

o 


or 


the Bituriges in Aquitah :, and 
about thofe parts. 


and Caninius , two of his lieutenants, defeated 


f - Fcibius 
others of 


them ; and Cajar joining this laid, in veiled Uxellodumm, a 
city of the Cadurci, which, though very ftrong by its Hala¬ 
tion, he reduced with little bloocTflied, by turning the courfe 
of the fprings that fupplied the place with water. The 
reft of Aquitain foon fubinitted. He then went to Nar bonne, 
and difpofed his men in their winter quarters, in luch man¬ 
ner that they proved very ufeful to him afterwards in the 

S 

and 


civil wars : and thus ended C/rfar’s eighth and laft year’ 
expedition in Gaul, by which he acquired great honour am 
renown, and the Romans a vaft increaxe of riches and do¬ 


minions. 


Thejea- The jealcufies between Co:far and Po?npcy began now to 

be more conspicuous than ever ; and a rupture might well 


loufies 


between be expected, when two perfons, the greateft that ever Rome 
Cm far and produced, were become rivals in glory, and their tempers 


Poinpc) 


were fuch, that the latter could not endure an equal, nor 


breakout, the former a fuperior. Cecfar *s reputation flood very high, 

his riches were great, his generofity was unbounded, his 
troops almoft adored him, and numbers of the fenators were 
obliged to him for confidcrable fums, which he had lent 
them without intereft. He entertained with magnificence 
all that ferved under him, and his army was a refuge to all 
criminals and debtors, many of which laft he difeharged at 
his own expence ; but for fome, whofe debts were larger 
than ordinary, he ufed to fay, That one civil zvar tvoutd male 
all even. All this was done at the expence of Gaid ; which 
occalloned this obfervation. That C re far conquered the Gauls 
with the Roman Jlcel , and the Romans with the Gallic gold. 

Pompey having obferved that Ccefar had rendered himfelf 
very difngreeablc to the fenate in his confulfhip, made it 
his ftudy to gain the favour of that body, and fucceedcd 
therein. Cetjar was aware of the confequence of this, and 
therefore endeavoured vigoroufly to obtain the confulfhip 
again, in his abfence, and like wife to get his government 
continued to him ; trying all ways to keep his army till he 
fhould be chofcn conful. But he foon found that this affair 
did not fucceed according to his wifh, owing chiefly to the 
eppofition of Marcus Marcellas, one of the prefent confuls, 
and his great enemy. He therefore, though fufKciently fen- 
iible of Pompey'$ jealoufy, refolved to endeavour once more 
to prefen e his friemiihip, and to that end offered him his 
niece Octavio , and demanded Pompey'$ daughter for himfelf: 

with Scipio , whom he 

Lined with him in the confulfhip for the laft five months. 

Th 


but Pointer; preferred an 


alliance 


ft 

V 
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The firft public appearance of the divifion was occafioned 
by Pompey s two laws, publifhed in his confulfhip ; the one, 
to inquire into the conduct of the officers of the ftate for 
twenty years paft ; and the other, to difqualify all abfent 
perfons from demanding any public employment. Though 
both thefe laws were plainly levelled againft Cafar, no vio¬ 
lence was ufed, but all was managed with extreme artifice 
and cunning, till the eledlion of the new confuls, who were 
'gw!Hus Paulas and Call dins Marcellus. Every one was im¬ 
patient to fee how they would declare themfelves. A pre¬ 
sent of fifteen hundred talents had already fecured the for¬ 
mer in Cafar' s intereft ; but the latter was his enemy. 
The tribune Curio, a man of great refolution, and very emi¬ 
nent for his abilities at the bar, now burthened with debts 
both for himfelf and others, and particularly for Mark An¬ 
thony, one of his collegues, was, from a violent enemy, 
brought over to be a friend to Cafar by the making of his 
circuinfrances eafy to him. He did not, how r ever, immedi¬ 
ately declare himfelf, but artfully diffiembled his intentions, 
the better to penetrate the defigns of the other party, after 
which he fought an opportunity to break with Po?npey. In 
order to this, he demanded the fuperintendence of the high¬ 
ways ; and on its being refufed him, as he knew it would, 
he Ihewed his refentment: and foon after, when the conful 
Marcellus propofed, with great earneftnefs, the recalling of 
Crt'far from his government. Curio applauded his wifdom ; 
adding, That it was but juji that Pompey and Crefar Jloould be 
recalled together . The meaning of this propofal was plain; 
and Pompey s friends began to be very troublefome to Curio ; 
particularly Appius , one of the cenfors, who threatened to 
expel him from the fenate, and adfually propofed it in one 
of their meetings. Curio fubmitted to any thing decreed 
againft himfelf only, but would yield to nothing where Cafar s 
intereft was ftruck at; and the conful Mmilius fecured him 
from the effects of Applies's menace. 

Curio made the fame propofal to the people as he had done 
to the fenate. The people received it with the greateft ap- 
plaufe: and, as a farther teftimony of their fatisfa&ion, they 
impowered Cafar to demand the confulfhip without remov¬ 
ing from his province. Upon this, Pompey left the city, un¬ 
derpretence of going to his government: but he really went 
no farther than a country houfe of his, where falling fick, 
he wrote to the fenate, Thai he was ready to refign all his em¬ 
ployments when Cm far did the like ; which he would conjinn upon 
bis return to Rome. Cicero immediately laid hold of this, and 
fold him, It was his duty to begin what he propofed: he would 
engage that Caefar Jhould follow his exatnple. The matter was 
then publicly debated; but ended only in an order. That 
two legions fhould be drawn out of Cafar' s and Pompefs 
army to be fent againft the Parthians. This was only to 

weaken Cafar , for Pompey likewife demanded the legions he 

had 
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Cafarfavr at once the reafon of this 


had formerly lent him: 

order, and Pompey’s deiigns. However, he made no oppoiw 
tion, but furrendered two legions, generoufiy giving each 
man five and twenty crowns. ° 

Cicero en- Cicero returned at this time from his government of Cilicia 
deavours from his exploits in which he pretended to have merited 
to mediate the honour of a triumph, His abfence had hindered his 
between joining with either party ; and his prefent pretenfions obli- 
them, but ged him to be a mediator between both. Propofals were 
in vain. made, but to no purpofe; for Appius, returning from Ccefar\ 

army, gave out, that his foldiers had no efteem for him, and 
that they would certainly come over to the fenate’s party 
whenever they fhould repafs the Alps. This relation gave 
Pompey fuch confidence, that he would not hear Cicero: and 
when this laft afterwards afked him, What forces he had to ot>- 
pofe C re far ; his anfwer was, That he need but Jlamp with 
foot , and an army would Jlart out of the earth. Many of the 
fenators began to think very meanly of Ccefar\ and Cato 
himfelf fcornfully declared. That be would bring him to an ac¬ 
count for his actions ; and that he jhould be treated as Milo bad 
been before hi?n. 



is 


Cafar re- Cafar often wrote to the fenate, to defire to be continued in 
pafles the his government, as Pompey had been ; or, that both might be 


Alps, 


recalled at the fame time; or elfe, that he might be permit¬ 
ted to ftand for the confulftiip by proxy. Thefe propofals 
being rejected, he repafl'ed the Alps with the third legion, 
and marched to Ravenna ; from whence he fent a letter to 
the new confuls, Cornelius Lcntulus and Clodius Marcellas ; 
wherein, after an honourable mention of his own exploits, 
he fignified. That he was ready to refign all his power , in cafe 
Pompey did the like ; otherivije they might reafon ably exp eft, that 


he could not be wholly infenfible of the injury done to him as well as 
io his country. Great debates^ and violent difl'entions arofe 



itrongly oppofed by many, was immediately followed by 
another, publifhed only in cafe of extremity, directing the 
conful and other magiftrates to take care that the common¬ 
wealth received no damage : and Pompey was ordered to com¬ 
mand what troops were ready. Domitius was appointed to 
fuperfede Cafar \ and all were up in arms in Rome. Cafar 
received a fpeedy account of this from Curio , Anthony , and 
Lonpinus , who fied to him in {laves habits, in which condi- 
tion he fhewed them to his army, telling his men, That the 
fenate had dealt hafely and ungratefully by him , iuho had done them 
fo many fervices ; as well as unjujlly and inhumanly by his friends, 
■whofe per ions were facred by their office , but who were new forced 
to conceal themfelves under the mean difguife of Jlavery , to Jbun 
the fury of his enemies ; and all for maintaining thofe undoubted 

rights which even Sylla durfi never violate. Then, tearing his 

robes 4 
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robes, and melting into tears, he conjured all his foldiers to 
defend his honour and reputation, after having ferved nine 
years under him with fo much glory and renown. The fol¬ 
diers, to a man, anfwered, with loud acclamations. That 

they were ready to rev eng - all injuries (lone to their general: and Year of 
thus began the famous civil-war, about four years after the Rome '-oc 
death of CraJJ'us. _ ' 3 

Among the many warlike qualities of Cafar , his dili¬ 
gence in preventing an enemy and purfuing a victory, held 
the firft rank. He never had to deal with fo expert a com¬ 
mander as at this time; and therefore flood now in need of 


all his fkill and policy. The 


ftep he took, was, to 


fend a chofen party of men, armed only with fwords, to put 
themfelves as iecretly as poflible into Arminium , the firft city 
of his province. He himfelf remained at Ravenna , and went 
to fee the combat of gladiators, as if he had thought of no¬ 
thing but pleafure and amufement; and when night came, he 
fat down to fupper with his friends, ftaid a little while with 
them, and then rifing up, defired them to make themfelves 
welcome, and that he would be with them again in a mo¬ 
ment. But he had fecretly ordered his chariot to be got 
ready, and, with feme few of his particular friends, fet for¬ 
ward towards Arminium. When he arrived at the banks of c<rfar’s 
the Rubicon , a little river which palled Cifalpine Gaul from paflw of 
the reft of Italy, all the misfortunes of the approaching war 
prefenting themfelves to his ^melancholy mind, he began to con 
confider what pofterity would think of the ftep he was about 
to take. Sometimes he was minded to go back ; and turn¬ 
ing himfelf to Afinius Pollio , ’Tis now in our power , faid he, 
to return ; but if we pafs this fatal river, our only retreat mujl 
be to our arms. Some authors fay, that juft by the place 
where he flood, of a ludden there appeared a man of an ex¬ 
traordinary ftature, who made excellent mufic with a reed 
he played upon. This uncommon ft 


whom 




violent blaft than ordinary, threw himlelf into the water and 
fwam to the other fide. Ccefar, continue our authors, with¬ 
out farther confideration, ’palled the river, crying, Let us 
go where the gods fo loudly call , and the fury of our enemies drives 
us! From thence he marched directly to Arminium , and He takes 
poftefted himfelf of it without refiftance. He had only fix Aminium . 

thoufand men at this time ; the reft of his troops not having 
yet joined him. 

This unexpected enterprize filled Rome with the utmoft Great 
c Jj n ft erna ti°n, every one imagining Cafar at its gates with confterna- 
all his army. Pompey was amazed, and Cicero at a lofs what tion at 
to do, as appears by’his epiftles on this occafion. But what Rome. 
ftung Pompey moft of all, was, the farcafms and bitter reflec¬ 
tions of many of his own party; fome of whom accufed 
kirn of indiferetion, others of injuftice; and Favonius , a 

crack- 
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crack -brained philofcpfter, who pretended to imitate Cut 
bid him ftamp with Ijis foot and produce his armies. At 



that their j 

condition of returning to their houfes with glory. The confider- 


ation of the prefent danger made them refolve to quit the 
city. Accordingly, the confuls, and aimeft all the itnate, 
followed him with great precipitation to Capua , where were 
the two legions which Cafar had fent from Gaul. Pomprj 
put his affairs in the beft order he could, and refolved to re¬ 
tire towards Brundujium. He left L. Domitius in Corfiniurn , 
tors, leave anc j Cicero to command in Capua , who received his commii- 

Rome. p, cn Vk r]th fome reluncfancy. Labi onus , upon fome difguft, 

left Cafar , and went over to Pompcy > an'd Cafar, either thro’ 
policy or gen croft ty, fent all his money aiid equi 

overtures of accommodation 


Pompcy , 

the con¬ 
fuls, and 
moil of 
/lie fena- 


ium. 
Pomp 


S o m e 


equipage after 


were 


nr 


ade by 


upon. Pompcy's defign was only to gain time ; his chief re- 


Crt.fi, 


Raft 


upon 


r - 

V>. v t 


ar 


taken them up with juftic 


his fide, depending 

;, had no thoughts 
fhew that he hid 


The negociation being over, Cafar feized upon the towns 
Picenum which lay in his way, and very foon became 
to action, m after of all that province. This d roar refs redoubled the 


proceeds 0 f 


and De¬ 


feats of Rome; and Leniulus , who was come back to feize 


t.OlTi C5 

maker of 

/, / 
jtiUV. 


the 


public treafure, was obliged to fly. In the mean time, 
the twelfth legion joined Cafar , who thereupon marched 


directly after Pomp 


with 


cut 


offering to attack Ron ,:<?, 


which he knew would fall of courfe to the conqueror. The 
firft place that made any rcflftance was Corfiniurn , the chief 
city of the country of the Peligni , which was pofleflcd by 
Domitius, who had lately raifed twenty cohorts in thofe parts. 
Cafar made his approaches with two legions, and was op¬ 
posed by five cohorts, who defended a bridge about three 



diers, to tae mercy cj toe enemy, i'ompcy a raw creel, 1 bat be was 
not that in a condition to hazard a battle ; that Domitius hod 


fi 


’d himfelf in Corfiniurn contrary to 
mot to think of making tie i‘dl retreat he 
I that made Cicero fo angry with Pomp 


Wc find he 


Donduii. 
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Dm;this concealed Pompey s anfwer, giving out, That he 
„. ou j c l bring fpeedy relief. But at the fame time he con- 
fidtcd with his friends how to make a private retreat; 
which being difcovered, his foldiers fecuVed him, and fent 
to Ccefar, offering to deliver him up, and furrender the place. 

Cvfar kept his men from entering that night, to prevent all 
violences; and the next day Lenhdus , who was in the town, 
came out, and humbly begged pardon, reminding him of 
their antient friendfhip, and acknowledging many favours 
he had formerly received at his hands. Cccfar interrupting 
him, told him. That he came not from his province to injure any 
man, but for his own Jecurity , the ref oration of the tribune s of¬ 
fice, and lbe liberty of Rome. Lentulus defired leave to return 
with this meffage; and the next day, the fenators and 
knio-hts who were in the town, together with their children, 
and 0 the officers of the garrifon, came out to Ccefar , who 
(r a ve them all liberty to go where they pleafed : and to fhew 
that he fought as little after money as after the lives of his 
enemies, he returned Domitius fix thoufand fejlerces that were 
feizeti, though he was latisfied that it was public money, 
and given out hy Pompey to pay # foldiers. Fie made Domi- 
tius's men take the military oath to him ; and, after flaying 
feral days in Corfinium , marched into Apulia. 

Pompey having intelligence of what paffed at Corfinium y re¬ 
treated to Brundufium , where the confuls immediately em¬ 
barked for Dyrrachium in Epirus , with thirty cohorts, Pom- 
fey continuing in the town with twenty others. Shortly af¬ 
ter, Cccfar arrived before the place, and having taken one of 
Pompey s engineers, freely fet him at liberty, with orders to 
tell his general, That it might be for both their interefs , as well 
as the good of the republic , for them two to have an interview , 
and not to trujl matters to a thirdperfon. No anfwer being re¬ 
turned, Cccfar fet about blocking up the harbour; and when 
his works were pretty far advanced, he again fent to Pompey 
to defire an interview. Anfwer was now returned, Thai, the 
confuls being abfent , no propoftions of that kind could be received 
By this time, the fhips which had carried the confuls being 
returned, Pompey and all his troops went on board them as 
fecretly as they could, and immediately fet fail for Dyrra- 
clnum. Cccfar fent after them, and took two of the fhips, 
which had been run a-ground through hafte. Brundufium 
opened its gates. Thus Ccefar , with little or no bloodfhed, 
became matter of all Italy in two months. 

Ccefar now refolved to vifit Rome , to fettle fome fort of go- Ccefar vL 
vernment there. Accordingly, after fending fome confider- fits Rome. 
able force into Sicily and Sardinia 5 the one kept by Cato , 
and the other by Aurelius Cotta , both of whom abandoned 
their pofts upon the arrival of CafaP s troops $ he fet out for 
that city: and in.his way thither paid a vifit to Cicero , 
whom he would gladly have perfuaded to go with him. 

Upon his arrival at Rome he afiembled what fenators he found 

there 
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there, and, calling them the fenate, made a fpeech in juni¬ 
fication of wliat he had-done, and propofed fending ambaffa- 
dors to Pompey ; but none were found to undertake that of¬ 
fice. Confidering that he fhould foon want money, he went 
to the public treafury, to furnifh himfelf there : but the tri¬ 
bune Metellus boldly oppofed him, faying. That money was 
facred by the law , which denounced the greateji curfes againjt who - 
foevsr touched it upon any occafton but the Gallic war. Cafar 
replied, That arms and laws feldom agreed well together ; and 
that be had removed the former reafons by reducing all Gaul to 
the Roman obedience. He then went to the doors of the Trea¬ 
fury, but the keys could not be found; upon which he or¬ 
dered the locks to be broken; and when Metellus had ftill 
the boldnefs to difpute it with him, he laid his hand upon 
his fword, and threatening to kill him* faid. Know, young 
man^ that it is harder for me to fay this than to do /V* Metellus 
immediately retired, and Cajar took three thoufand pounds 
weight of gold out of the Treafury, which was ever after at 
his command in all his wars. 

His expe- Being unable to purfue Pompey for want of (hipping, he 
dition refolved to pafs into Spain , to drive out his troops there, all 
againft old foldiers, under the command of Afranius and Petreius. 
Afranius As he was fetting out, well knowing Pompey s circumflances, 
and Pet rim he faid. He was going to find an army without a general ; and 
min Spain Jhould come back to find a general without an army. Being in¬ 
formed, on his arrival in Provence , that the people or Mar- 
feilles had refolved to refufe him entrance; and that Domi- 
tius had got thither with feven gallies, filled with ilaves and 
peafants belonging to his lands ; he fent to them, requiring 
them to fubmit; and on their anfwering, That they were de¬ 
termined not to take part either with Caefar or Pompey, to both 
of whom they had equal obligations ; he immediately befieged the 
town with three legions, and ordered twelve Blips of war to 
be built at Arles j which were completed in a month, and 
brought before Marfaillcs. Finding this affair like to be te¬ 
dious, he left D. Brutus to command the {hips, and C. Tre- 
bonius to Carry on the fiege, and departed for Spain , where 
Fabius’y whom he had fent before, joined him with three le¬ 
gions ; which, with his own forces, made a noble army. 
Afranius and Petreius were then ported near llerda, in CataK 
via, with a fufficient number of forces. Ccefar advanced to¬ 
wards them, and a bloody conteft enfued, in which neither 
fide had any great advantage. Heavy rains that fell foon after, 
and fwelled the river Segre , along which Cafar had incamped, 
and wafhed away two bridges he had thrown over it, which 
reduced him to great {freights, by his not being able to get 
provifions, or to join afupply of forces that came to him from 
Gaul, or to rebuild his bridges, by realon of the violence of 
the rtorm, and the oppofition of the enemies who lay on the 
other fide of the river. The news of this gave fuch hopes to 

Pompey's party at Rome , that many who had hitherto flood 

neuter* 
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neuter, now declared in his favour; and among them was 
Cucro himfelf, though he foon after took an opportunity of 
leaving him again. Cafar's great fkill and diligence put a 
fpeedy flop to all this joy; for he rebuilt his bridges, got 
provisions, and joined the forces which came to his affift- 
ance : and his lieutenant Brutus beat the Marfeillans at fea. 

Several towns of Spain fubmitted. Afranius and Petrcius , 
diilikingtheir fitiiatioil, decamped at midnight, and marched 
towards OAogefa, fituated on the river Iberus , over which 
they had fent a party to lay a bridge. But Cafar fent his 
cavalry after them, and obliged them to ford the river be¬ 
fore they could come to their bridge ; then fuddenly croffing 
the river himfelf with his infantry, he purfued them fo dole 
that they could neither reach the intended place, nor return 
to their former camp. By this means he reduced them to 
fuch extremities of hunger and drought, that they were 
obliged to yield to his mercy. He generoufly gave them all 
their liberty, and treated them with the utmoft courtefy. 

In a fhort time after he became mafter of all Spain , and de- Which 
parted from Marfeilles , which furrendered upon his arrival, country htf 
Domitius had made his efcape by fea. Cafar pardoned the in* becomes 
habitants, more upon account of their name and antiquity, mafter ok 
as he told them, than for any other merit; and leaving two 
legions in garrifon, he fet out for Rome . 

Upon his arrival there, he was received with great fatif- Year of 
faction by moft people, and was made didfator by M. Lepi - Romeyo6. 
Jus the praetor; but finding this office not well liked of, he Cafar re- 
laid it down at the end of eleven days, and was chofen con- turns to 
fill with Servilius Ifauricus. To ingratiate himfelf with the Rome. 
people, he made feveral laws favourable to them, and ad¬ 
vantageous to the ftate, and recalled thofe whom Pompey’s 
fentences had forced to leave their country. He then fet out 
for Brundufium , to go againft Pompey ; after having received 
the bad news of the defeat and death of Curio , whom he 
had fent againft Varus , Pompey' s lieutenant in Africa. 

Pompey , after his departure from Italy into * Epirus and Pompey 1 s. 
Greece , had made all poffible preparations for refiftance, prepara¬ 
drawing all the Eaft to his intereft; and, during the time of tions for 
Cafar' s being at Rome , and in Spain , had affembled very war , 
powerful armies both by fea and land. His land-forces con- 
lifted of nine Italian legions complete, befides the two which 
his brother-in-law Sctpio brought him; and the auxiliaries 
from the eaftern countries amounted to feven thoufand horfe, 
three thoufand archers, and eight cohorts of {lingers. Be¬ 
fides thefe troops, which were quartered in Dyrrachium and 
Apollonia , and over all that coaft, to oppofe the coming down 
of Cafar, he had a fleet of five hundred large fhips, befides 
numbers of fmaller veflels, commanded by Bibulus . He had 
alfo drawn great fums of money out of Ajia and Greece ; and 
had been fuccefsful againft Dolabella and Cains Antonius, who 
commanded for Cafar on the coaft of Illyricum, driving the. 

former 
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former out of that country, and taking the latter prifoner. 
Thefe advantages induced many perfons of note to join him *' 
fo that he had in his camp upwards of two hundred fenators* 
who met in the form of a fenate. Of this number was Af. 
Brutus , who, though he hated Pompey, joined his party, bc- 
caufe he thought it had the moft juftice on its fide. I n 
one of the afTemblies of this fenate, it was determined, by 
the politic advice of Cato , That no Roman citizen Jhouldbeput 
to death out of battle ; and that no town , fubjeSi to the Romans 
Jhould be plundered. This decree not only gained the authors 
of it the good wifhes of the people, and the reputation of 
great juftice and humanity; but kept the fortune of Cafarz 
long while doubtful; and was at laft made ufe of to juftify 
his death. 

War be- C<zfar, not having fhips enough to tranfport all his troops at 
tween once, was obliged to leave feven of his twelve legions behind 
Pompey him at Brundufium ; and with the other live, amounting to 
and Ccvfar no more than twenty thoufand foot and fix thoufand horfe, 
in Illyri - notwithftanding the rigour 'of the feafon, he fet fail upon 
cum. the twenty-fourth of January , and landed the next day at a 

place called Pharfalus. He then fent back his fleet, to bring 
the reft of his legions, under the command of Calinns ; but 
in their paflage, thirty of the fhips fell into the hands of Pom- 
pefs admiral Bibulus , who burnt them and their crews. In 
the mean time Oricutn and Apollonia furrendered at the fight 
of Cafar’s troops : by which means he cut oft all communi¬ 
cation with the land from Bibulus , fo long as he ftaid to in¬ 
tercept the return of his fleet. Cafar , ftill careful to juftify 
his actions, fent Rufus , whom he had twice taken prifoner, 
to Pompey , once more to offer a treaty, and to refer all to the 
fenate and people of Rome: but Pompey , knowing how much 
the people were in CcefaP s intereft, refufed to accept this 
propofal. 

Pompey , who was now in Macedonia , fearing left Cafnr 
fhould become mafter of Dyrrachium , where all his ammuni¬ 
tion lay, marched with his whole army to fave that place. 
Many of his new raifed troops having deferted by the way, 
he made all his foldiers, on his arrival at that city, fwear, 
‘That they vjoidd never abandon their general , but follow him thru' 
all his fortunes. This oath was likewife taken by all the offi¬ 
cers. Potnpey was encamped on one fide of the river Apfus , 
and Cczfar on the other; both impatiently waiting for the ar¬ 
rival of fuccours. Cesfar had written feveral times to Brun - 
dufttim , but ftill his troops there did not come ; upon which, 
Bibulus being dead, and Potnpey s fleet not near fo well com¬ 
manded as before, he refolved upon an a£fion which nothing 
could excufe but the extraordinary confidence he always had 
in his good fortune. He difguifea himfelf in the habit of a 
flave, and with all imaginable fecrecy put himfelf on board a 
fffherman’s bark, at the mouth of the river Apfus , with a de- 

fignto pafs to Brundufium; but the weather was fo boifter- 

«us, 
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ous, that, after feveral vain attempts to get out to fea, the 
wind {till increafing, the mafter of the bark ordered his ma¬ 
riners to defift. Cafar then difeovering himfelf, Fear nothings 
faid he, for thou carriejl Caefar and all bis fortune. The fai- 
lors, encouraged by the prefence of fo great a man, made 
frefh endeavours, and got out to fea; but the waves ran fo 
high that they were at laft forced to return to land. Cafar* 5 
foldiers immediately ran to him, and told him, with great 
tendernefs and affection, That he had reflected upon their cou- 

to feek new forces , when they were fare to conquer 



he was pleafed to head them. Soon after, Cafar 
received the good news of the fafe arrival of moft of his troops 
at Apollottia , under the comand of Mark Anthony and Calinus. 
They confifted of three veteran legions, one newraifed, and 
eight hundred horfe. 

The nearnefs of the two armies had occafioned feveral par- 
lies as well as fkirmiflies; and here the laft propofals of ac¬ 
commodation were made. Pompey protefted. That it never 
Jbould be faid , that his return was a favour bejlowed upon him by 
Caefar; and Lahienus cried out. That nothing could make a re¬ 
mediation but Caefar’r head. All hopes of peace being at 
an end, Cafar decamped to join Anthony , and Po?npey did the 
like to hinder his defign. He had no river to pafs, as Cafar 
had, but ported himfelf in a place where he lay in ambufeade 
for Anthony : who, being informed of it, intrenched himfelf 
in an advantageous Situation, where he ftaid for Cafar , who 
foon after arrived : and Pompey , fearing to be hemmed in be¬ 
tween two armies, retreated to Afparagus , near Dyrrachiu?n ; 
leaving Anthony the liberty of joining Cafar , which he did 
the fame day, Cafar and Pompey , at the head of all their 
troops, were now preparing to difpute the empire of the 
world ; and, what was ftill more valuable to them, the pre¬ 
eminence of all that glory and renown which they had gained 
by their arms; one in the weft, and the other in the eartr. 
As the actions of thefe two great rivals were, on this occafion, 
more remarkable than perhaps any yet met with in the Ro¬ 
man ftory, efpecially in point of generalfhip } it may not be 
amifs to be fomewhat particular in our relations of them. 

Cafar marched directly towards Pompey at Afparagus ; and 
coming within fight of his camp in three days, he fortified 
his own, and the next day drew out his troops to offer him 
battle. Pompey ftirred not} and from that moment Cafar 
perceived he muft take other meafures. Accordingly, he de¬ 
camped the next day, and went towards Dyrraanum , with 
defign either to force Pompey to fhut himfelf up in that 
town, or to cut off his communication with it. Pompey at 
firft believed that Cafar drew off for want of provifions ; but, 
upon better information, he marched the next day, hoping 
to prevent Cafar by a fhorter way than he was obliged to 
take, Cafar , being aware of this, refted his troops but a 
fmall part of the night, and arriving the next morning under 

Vol. IV. S the 



A GENERAL HISTORY 

the walls of Dyrracbium , he difcovered the van of Pompey 1 3 
army, who immediately fecured a hill called Petra , which 
commanded the fea, and under which was a fmall fhelter for 
fhips, where few winds could annoy them. Both parties 
intrenched themfelves in the polls they had taken j and 
Pompey caufed part of his (hips to come under his camp, and 


ammunition. Cafe. 


Afia 


was like to continue long, and that he fhould be in want of 
corn, caufed magazines to^ be made in all parts not in the 
enemy’s hands 1 but, notwithftanding all his care, the difad- 
vantages he laboured under were fuch, that his army was but 


furnifhed 
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r upon a new defign. All afound Pompey's camp 
_.e hills, high and Iteep, of which Cafar pofleffed 
himfelf, and built towers upon them in the nature of re¬ 
doubts ; then, drawing lines of communication from hill to 
hill, he endeavoured to block up Pompey by that circumval- 
lation. This was done chiefly to diminifh Pompey's reputa¬ 
tion among foreign nations, by fhewing them, that, though 
he was fuperior in numbers, and inverted by Cafar , he 
dared not engage him. But Pompey refolved to run the ha¬ 
zard of any cenfure, rather than venture a battle at this 


Dyrracbium 


£3 


ed. was reduced to fuch diftrefs 
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of root called chara, which they mixed with milk. But 
when fummer came on, the feene was greatly altered, and 


Pompey 


Cafe 


methods. On the contrary, Cafar’s troops were healthy, and 
now well furnifhed with every thing except wheat, of which 
alfo thev had fair hopes, harveft being near at hand, fre- 
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fkirmifhes 


Cafe 


men almoft every day, and offered battle to Pompey within 
view of his lines. Pompey drew out alfo, but always kept his 
troops under the defence of his ramparts, where Cafar did not 

think fit to attack him. nrnw,n " 8 


Cat* 


Scip 


was come into Macedonia , he fent to him, to procure an ac¬ 
commodation between him and Pompey , which he might eaiuy 
have brought about, as he had the command of an army. 
But this not fucceeding, Cafar . blocked Pompey up more 
clofely than ever; and brought him at 3aft into fuch a litu- 
ation, that liis horfes, having confumed all their forage, and 
even the leaves of the trees that were within their reach, 


w’ere lcarce able to go upon 
}whcc 




of fuftc 
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This diftrefs made Pompey refolve to make an effort to ex- Battle of 
tricate himfelf, efpecially after lie had been informed of the Dyrracbi- 
condition of Cafar’s fortifications, by two deferters who um. 
came over to him. To this end, drawing oat cohorts of 
his light-armed troops and archers, lie put them oh board his 
fhips, and attacked Cafar’s works next the fea, which had 
been too little regarded, and not well completed. This was 
done with fuch effedt, that all the centurions of the firft co¬ 
hort were cut off, except one; and though Cafar and his 
officers ufed their utmoft endeavours to hinder Pompey* s de¬ 
igns, yet, by his great fkill and conduct, he got out of his 
intrenchments, and incamped in another place near the fea, 
where he had both the convenience of forage and of his fhip- 
ing. Cafar now refolved to hem in Pompey clofer than be¬ 
fore ; and, in order to this, he attempted to cut off a legion 
of the enemy which were polled near a wood : but this ac¬ 
tion brought on a general battle, in which his men were in- 
tangled within the intrenchments of the old camp lately 
abandoned, and at the fame time fo furprifed and over¬ 
powered by Pompey*s forces, that, in fpite of all Cafar* s en- . 
deavours, they fled with great precipitation and 1 ofs; Pom- Pompey 
pey purfued his victory to the very camp of Cafar , but durft defeats 
not attack it; partly through furprize at the fuddennefs of Cafar. 
his victory, and partly through fear of ambufeade. This 
was his great error; for Cafar himfelf confeffed, That he muji 
have been irretrievably undone , if Pompey had known how to 
make uje of his victory. Pompey was faluted Imperator : Labi - 
enus begged the prifoners, and ordered them all to be killed : 
and now the victorious party, exulting in their advantage, 
without confidering to what uncommon circumftances it was 
owing, carried themfelves every where as undoubted con¬ 
querors. 

Cafar , refolving to change the whole courfe of the war,- Who 
alfcmbled his men, and after exhorting them hot to be dif- marches 
couraged by one little difalter, one error, or inadvertency of into Thef. 
Fortune, whofe favour they had experienced in the courfe of faly. 
many glorious conquefts, he retreated to Apollonia . Pompey 
harraflfed his rear for four days, but was repulfed with.lofs, 
and at length obliged to give over his purfuit. From Apollo¬ 
nian Cafar haftened to join Domitius , one of his lieutenants, 
who was now in Macedonia with three legions, and whom 
he feared Pompey might furprife. Pompey , perceiving which 
way he marched, was in as great fear for Scipio , now in 
ToeJJaly with the Syrian legions. Each general marched with 
all polfible expedition, both to fecure their friends and fur¬ 
prife their enemies. Pompey. had the advantage of the fhor$- 
fiefs of the way, and Do?nitius very narrowly efcaped him, 
and joined Cafar at JEginum, on the frontiers of TkeJJaly4 
Cafar, having now all fiis forces together, marched diredtly 
fo Gompbiy the firft town in the way from Epirus to Tbejjaly , 
sad of which the inhabitants, who forae time before had pro- 

S ?, mifed 
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mifed obedience to him, now refufed to open their gates 
expecting affiftance from Sc ip to and Pompey. Piqued at this 
remlance, he invefted the town, which was very rich and 
ff rong, and took it by ftorm before any fuccours could arrive. 

This done, he left it to be plundered, arid marched farther on 
into TheJJaly , all the towns of which fubmitted to him except 
, Lari(fa , where Scipio was. 

C<rjar Pompey arrived in TheJJaly within a few days after the tak- 
and Pom- j n g 0 f Qomphi , and incamped in the plains of Pharfilia 
pey meet w here Scipio joined him. Cafar likewile advanced thither! 
in , the The approach of thefe two noble armies, in which were all 
plain of t jj e fl ower 0 f the Roman legions, whofe valour was to decide 
Phar/alia, the fate of that great empire; the hatred and ambition of 

the generals, animated by the prize as well as the glory of 
the conqueft ; together with the fmall appearance of an ac¬ 
commodation j made it out of doubt, that nothing but a 
general battle could determine this great quarrel. Po??ipefs 
party, being the ftrongeft, looked upon themfelves as fure of 
victory, and began already to difpute about fharing the fpoils 
and offices of their adverfaries. But Ccefar was far other- 
wife employed, ufing all his care and /kill to encourage and 
perfedh his men. 

where the At length, finding them vigorous and defirous of a&ion, 
two ar- he drew out of his camp, and offered Pompey battle. But 
miescome that general, either doubting his troops, or fearing to hazard 


where the 
two ar- 


to a gene¬ 
ral battle. 


his reputation, declined it, and endeavoured to wafte Cafar's 
army with fatigue and want of provifions, keeping his men, 
even when he drew out, fo near his intrenchments, that Ca- 


far could not attack him without great difadvantage. Ceefar 
thereupon refolved to decamp, and to try, by frequent mo¬ 
tions, to weary out Pompey s men, who were not fo hard¬ 
ened to toil and labour as his. While his tents were taking 
down, advice came, that Pompey’ s army was drawn up in 
order of battle, and far enough from his trenches; upon 
which C&far ordered all his troops to halt, and, with ex¬ 
treme joy, told them. That the happy and long tvijhed for mo¬ 
ment was now coone , in which they might gain immortal honour. 
He then drew up his troops in order, and advanced with 
them towards the place of battle. Pompey , on the other fide, 
was full of melancholy thoughts, but did what he could to 
encourage his men, telling them. That his cavalry alone was 
fufficient to gain the victory. Labienus feconded him, and took 
a folemn oath, not to return into his camp bat with victory. 
Pompey himfelf, and all his officers, fwore the fame. 

Pompey’ s army conlifted of forty-five thoufand foot, ac¬ 
cording to Plutarch , and l'even thoufand horfe; Cajar’s but 
of twenty-two thoufand foot, and not much above one thou¬ 
fand horfe : but jippian, with fome reafon, excepts the auxi¬ 
liaries, which he fuppofes to have been great on both fides; 
though all agree that Pompey’ s forces were double the number 

pf Qzfar’s. Pompey left feven cohorts to guard his camp, and 

drew 
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drew up all his men in three lines, every legion making 
three battalions, and each battalion was drawn up in half 
cohorts ; that is, two hundred men in rank, and eight in 
file. The Syrian legions were pieced in the middle, under 
the command of Scipio ; the Spaniards , whom Pompey moft 
relied upon, on the right, under Domitius Ahembarbus j and, 
on the left, was Pompey himfelf, with the two legions which 
Csrfar had reftored at the beginning of the war, under Len- 
tufus. The reft were in the fame order, between Scipio's le¬ 
gions and the wings j only the auxiliary troops, at leaftfuch 
as fought in order, compofed the body of referve: and, as 
for the others, they were drawn out without order upon the 
left, with the archers, {lingers, and all the cavalry; the right 
being fortified by a river. Cecfar left two cohorts to guard 
his camp, and drew up in three lines alfo, in the fame order 
as Pompey. The tenth legion was upon the right, and the 
ninth upon the left, joined almoft to the eighth : the reft 
of the cohorts, being drawn up between thefe legions, were 
in the center, were Domitius Calvinus commanded ; Sylia 
having the right wing and Athony the left. CteJ'ar put him¬ 
felf at the head of the tenth .legion, whofe valour he had often 
experienced, in order to be oppofite to Pompey , who intended 
to fall fuddenly on the flanks of Cesfar' s troops, which this 
laft foon perceived by the order of his battle, and thereupon 
drew fix cohorts out of all his troops, of which he compofed 
a body of referve. He then placed his cavalry fo as to cover 
the right of the tenth legion, and ordered his third line not 
to ftir till they received a fignal from him. 

As the armies approached, the two generals went from rank 
to rank, encouraging their foldiers. Pompey reprefented to 
his men the juftice and merit of his caufe; the advantage of 
their numbers, ftrengthened by the afliftance of fo many il- 
luftrious fenators ; and the glory lately obtained at the battle 
of Dyrracbium. Cafar only told his, That he had endeavoured , 
by all pojjible means , to obtain an honourable peace ; and , if his 
enemies had fo plcafed , they might have Jpared the blood of many 
brave men. Then, feeing the impatience of his foldiers to fall 
on, he gave the fignal for battle. The word on Pompey' s 
fide wa^, Hercules the invincible: that on Ccefar's^ Venus the 
victorious. There was now only fo much fpace between the 
two armies as was juftfufficient for the place of battle. Pom¬ 
pey ordered his men to receive the firft mock without moving 
from their places. Ca’far' s foldiers feeing that, like men of 
fkill, of their own accord made a halt in the midft of their 
career; and, after taking a little breath, ran furioufly upon 
the enemy, firft difeharging their javelins, and then drawing 
their fwords, as Co’far had ordered them. Pompey's men re¬ 
ceived the firft charge without the leaft diferder ; and falling 
on with their javelins and fwords, a cruel and bloody battle 
enfued, which for fome time feemed equal. Then Pompey 
ordered his cavalry to charge, which, with the multitude of 
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archers and dingers, fooii obliged Co-Jar's men to give ground 
and Pompey's cavalry got upon their flank ? as was at iirif 
defigned. Cesfar feeing this, immediately ordered his body of 
referve to advance, and charge upon the faces of the enemy 
with their pikes ported. 1 his attack quite difconcerted the 

nice and effeminate knights; and the fear of fpoiling their 

faces, put them into fuch confuficn, that the moment Cajhr's 
cavalry rallied, they were all broke; and the archers and 
flingers being thus abandoned, were all cut to pieces. Cafar, 
following that advantage, charged Pompefs troops upon the 
flank, and gave the fighal for his third line to advance. Thefe 
frefh troops, pouring in upon Pompefs , wearied out and at¬ 
tacked on all fides, eafily broke them. The flight began 
among the auxiliaries, Pompefs right wing ftill maintaining 
its ground : but, upon Cofars calling out to his men, to kilj 
the ftrangers, but iave the Romans , thefe laft laid down their 
arms, and a dreadful flaughter was made among the others. 

Pompey retreated to his trenches ; and Cafar, now fure of 
jthe victory, cried out to his men, ‘That they ought to purfue it, 
and take the enemy's camp. Though they were wearied out 
with the excefllye heat of the weather, and it was now noon¬ 
day, yet, upon feeing their general march on foot at their 
head, they followed him with great refoluticn, and falling on 
with frefh courage, drove all their enemies to a neighbouring 
mountain. Pompcy himfelf, quite difheartened and con¬ 
founded, getting on horfeback, fled to Larijja , and from 
thence to the fea. Cojar begged of his troops not to lofe 
time in plundering the camp, but to complete theirglcriou§ 
victory by following the enemy to their retreat. They did 
fo, and immediately threw up a trench about the mountain, 
which Pompefs men foon quitted for want of water, and re¬ 
tired towards Larijja. Ccefar followed them with four legions, 
and forced them to a high hill, at the foot of which was a 
river. Though Cofar's men were ready to faint with the in- 
ccfi'ant toil of the whole day, and it was now almc-ft night, 
yet he prevailed upon them to make one effort more, to cut off 
the conveniency of water from the enemy by a trench. This 
immediately forced them to a capitulation; only fome fenators 
made their efcape in the dark. The next morning, Cafar 
ordered them all to come down into the plain and lay down 
their arms They did fo, and falling upon their knees before 
him, begged for mercy; which he not only granted with great 
clemency and kinunefs, but ftritStly commanded his foldiers 
not to offer them the lead infuit, or plunder any of their bag¬ 
gage. Thus Cafar, by hi$ wonderful fkill and courage, and 
by the indefatigable ardor pf his foldiers, obtained the raoft 
complete, though not the mo|l bloody, victory that ever ge¬ 
neral did; fifteen thoufand of the enemy being flain in bat¬ 
tle, and twenty-four thoufand taken prisoners, with very lit- 
tie lofs on his fide. 
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The great Pompey , who juft before had been the comman- He flies 
dec of Kings, was now forced to take fhelter with a few into Egypt 
friends in a poor fifherman’s bark, from which he got on 
board another (hip, and failed away as faft as poflible. But 
the ungrateful found of his defeat ftill flew before him ; and 
his misfortunes fo benumbed his fenfes, that he did not even 
think of the refources he ftill had left by fea, where a power¬ 
ful and victorious fleet waited only his cammand. He failed 
firlt to Amphipolis , then to Lefhos, and from thence to Egypt , 
where king Ptolomy , whofe father Pompey had fettled in his 
kingdom, was then at war with Qeopatra, Pompey fent to 
him, to implore his protection. The king himfelf, who was 
very young, returned no anfwer to the meflenger: but Pho- 
tinus, Achillas , and Theodotus , who were the young prince’s 
chief counfellors, defired him to come; and, under pre¬ 
tence of paying him the greater refpect, Achillas and Septi - 
mitts, a Roman tribune, went off in a fmall veffel to receive 
him, and invited him on board their bark, the fea , faid they, 
being too lhallow for his galley to land him. Pompey imprudently 
did as they defired ; and as he was ftepping out of the boat, where he 
they treacheroufly murdered him, cut off his head, and left is treach- 
his body naked on the fhore. His freedman Philip , who eroufly 
was with him, ftaid by till the multitude, who were auembled murdered, 
on this occafion, had fatisfied their curiofity and were gone ; 
and then, wrapping it up in his own garment, he made a fu¬ 
neral pile of fome broken planks of a fifhing-boat. While 
he was laying them together, an old Roman , who had ferved 
from his youth under Pompey , came, and helped him to per¬ 
form thefe melancholy rites. Thus fell, by the hands of 
three or four villians, in the fifty-eighth year of his age, an 
hero who had triumphed over three parts of the world. 

Ccefar followed Pompey into Egypt , and arrived at Alexan- Cyrfar ar- 
tlria juft as the news of his death reached that city. He had rives in 
then with him only three thoufand two hundreed foot, and Egypt , 
eight hundred horie; the reft of his troops being ordered to and 
follow him. Soon after his arrival, one of the aflaflins, 
thinking to pay his court to Cafar, prefented him Pom- 
pey’s head wrapped up in a veil, together with his fignet: 
but Cafar , with the utmoft horror, turned his eyes from fo 
difmal a fight 5 and, reflecting on his former friendfhip with 
thedeceafed j the inconftancy of fortune; and the calamities 
which often attend the greateft of men ; he burft into tears, 
and, with an angry voice, commanded the meflenger to de¬ 
part that inftant. He kept the feal ; but ordered the head to caufes 
be buried with great folemnity in the fuburbs of Alexandria, Potnpey's 
where he erected a temple to Nemefis, the goddefs of Re- head to be 

ven ge. _ .... buried. 

Cafar’s landing at Alexandria , and his entering that city 

With his fafees carried before him as conful, greatly offended 
the multitude, who cried out, That their king’s authority was 

invaded: He took no notice of this, but immediately ordered 
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fome legions which had been railed for Pompey’s fervice, to be 
brought to him out of Afia. In the mean while, the eunuch 
Photinus , who had the adminiftration of the kingdom, and 
was at Alexandria with the young king, behaved with fuch 
hauglitinefs, even intimating a defign of having recourfe to 
arms, that Cmfar , unable to bear his infolence, publicly de¬ 
clared, That the difference between the king and his Jijler belonged 
to the cognizance of the people of Rome, and confequently to him as 
conful ; their father having made the Roman people executors of 
his will. At the fame time he ifilled a proclamation, orderin'? 
Ptolomy and Cleopatra to difband their armies, and bring their 
caufe to his tribunal. Advocates were appointed on both 
fides; and Cffar decreed, That Ptolomy and Cleopatra, being 
the cldejl fan and daughter of Ptolomy Auletes, wbofc will was, 
read on this occajion to the people , foould, according to the cuflom of 
that country , be joined in marriage , and reign together in Egypt, 
under the protection of the Roman people ; and that the younger 
Ptolomy, and Auletesh other daughter , named Arfinoe, Jhould 
reign in Cyprus ; which he made them a prefent of, that ifland 
having lately been fubdued by the Romans. 

Photinus was the only perion in the affembly who did not 
applaud this decree. The reafon was, that, as he had been 
the chief caufe of the breach between Cleopatra and her 
brother, and of her expulfion out of the kingdom, he was 
afraid their reconciliation would bring him into danger. He 
therefore endeavoured to raife new difeontents among the 
people ; and prevailed upon Achillas to bring his army, con¬ 
fining of upwards of twenty thoufand men, from Peluftum 
to Alexandria , in order to drive Cm far out of the city. This 
gave rife to the famous Alexandrian war; for the particulars 
cf which the reader is. referred to the hiftory of Egypt. King 
Ptolemy perifhing in this war, Alexandria and all Egypt fub- 
mitted to the conqueror, who thereupon fettled Cleopatra , 
and the furviving Ptolomy , her younger brother, on the throne, 
as king and queen ; which was putting the whole power into 
her hands, Ptolomy being then only eleven years old. Achillas 
and Photinus perimed alfo in this war, together with all the 
accomplices of Pompey’s murder, except Theodotus, who, fly¬ 
ing from Egypt , wandered up and down, defpifed and hated 
by all men, till M. Brutus , after Cafar’s death, finding him 
in Afia , put him to death, after making him fuffer the moft 
exquifite torments. 

When the news of Pompey’s death reached Rome , the fenate 
and people ftrove who fhould heap moft honours on the con¬ 
queror, now become abfolute mafter of their lives, liberties, 
and fortunes. He was made conful for five years ; dictator 
for a whole year ; tribune of the people, and head of that 
college, for his life 3 impowered to make peace and war with 
whom he pleafed, and to levy what forces he thought fit: fo 
that all the dignities and power of the republic now centered 
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m Ctsfar alone. As he could not then go in perfon to Rome, 
to take poffeffion of thefe honours, he appointed Mark An- 
tJm' his general of the horfe, and committed the government 
0 f Italy to him during his abfence. Anthony was forced to lay¬ 
down his office at the end of fix months, and was made con- 
ful; the augurs faying, it was unlawful for any general of the 
forji to hold that pojl above fix months. But the chief reafon was 
his carrying things with too high a hand ; which, with the 
outrageous behaviour of Trebellius and Dolabella , both tri¬ 
bunes, railed great dillurbances in the city. Cafor’s prefence 
was now much wanted; and he might have been at Rome 
long before this, had he not been detained in Egypt by the 
charms of Cleopatra , with whom he ftaid nine months, and 
whom he left with child of a fon who was called Cecfario. 

At length he was forced to quit that kingdom, and march Casfar 
into the north of Afta , againft Pharnaces , king of the Cim- marches 
median Bofphorus, fon of Mithridates the Greats who, taking againft 
advantage of the civil wars of the Romans, endeavoured to Pharnaces 
recover his father’s dominions, and made himfelf matter of 
Colchis, Armenia Mi nor, and feveral other places, in the ab¬ 
fence of the Tetrarch Dciotarus. Cafar had fent Domitius 
Cttlviniiis againft him, before he left Egypt ; but he, together 
with Deiotarus and Ariobarzanes , who joined him, was con- 
fiderably worfted by Pharnaces , who, elated with his fuc- 
cefs, over-ran all Pont us, and marched into Bithynia , where 
his career was flopped by the revolt of Afander , to whom 
he had intrufted the government of his kingdom. He was 
preparing to march againft Afander , when Cafar entered the 
kingdom of Pont us, and in one day marched up to, fought, 
and defeated him. His letter on this occafion to his friend anc j de- 
Anitius at Rome , containing only thefe three words, Veni, f eat5 hi m . 
Vidi , Vici ; I came , Ifaw , I conquered, was remarkably ex- 
preffive of his celerity in this expedition. After fettling his 
affairs in thefe parts in the beft manner his time would per¬ 
mit, and giving the government of Armenia to Ariobarzanes, 
that of Judaea to Hyrcanus and Antipater , that of Bofphorus 
to Mithridates , and that of Pontus to Ceelius Vinicianus, he 
fet out for Rome with all poffible expedition. 

Upon his arrival in Italy , Cicero , and many others of He re- 
Pompey’s party, went to meet him, and were received with turns to 
as much civility as if they had always been on his fide. Italy. 

This courteous behaviour fo far gained him the hearts of 
the people of Rome , that he eafily appeafed the diflentions 
there ; and the time of his didlatorftiip being expired, he 
was chofen conful with AEmilius Lepidus. His flay at Rome 
was but fhort, the affairs of Africa calling him to that coun¬ 
try, where the remains of Pompey ’s party had rallied them- f • 
felves under Scipio, Cato , and Juba king of Mauritania. t ij ameS 
After feveral lkirmifhes, in which he was fometimes in. f W ^.- 
great danger, he refolved to come to a decifive battle. To m 0 P l ~ 
this end, he invefted the city of Tapfus. : Scipio and Juba ca ' 

came. 
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came, as he cxpe&ed, to relieve it, and were totally de¬ 
feated. Tapfus, Adrumetum , and r Lama immediately furren- 
dered. Cato fled to Utica , .• Juba and Petreius killed each 
other out of defpair, and all Juba's kingdom fubmitted to 
the government of Rome. Sitius , one of Cafar 's lieutenants 
Subdues fhortly after intercepted Aframus and Sylla, as they were 

going to Spam , defeated their forces, and took them pri¬ 
or loners 5 foon after which they were both killed in a mutiny. 


the re¬ 


mains 


Pompeys Scipio , and feveral fenators who had embarked with him for 

Spain , were driven upon Sitius 's fleet where all of them loft 


party 


their lives. 


Cato re- Cato, the only general that remained of Pompey's party, 

had retreated to Utica , and eftablifhed a kind of fenate there, 
compofed of three hundred Romans. His firft refolution 
was, not to furrender that town on any account: but find- 


treats to 
l/tzca. 


ing the inhabitants not fo firmly refolved, he quitted that 
deiign for another more agreeable to his character. He de¬ 
fied his friends, fome to fave themfelves by fea, and others 
to rely upon Cafar's clemency ; and, embracing them with 
a more than ordinary tendernefs, fpent the evening with a 
a few that remained, in difeourfing upon moral fubjects, 
tending to prove that the good man only is free, and that all 
wicked men are flaves. His fon, fufpe&ing his intention, 
entered his room privately, and took away his fword. He 
laid down on his bed, ana taking up Plato's dialogue on the 
immortality of the foul, began to read it with great atten¬ 
tion. After he had read fome time, in a transport of joy, 
which the hope of an happy immortality had raifed in his 
breaft, he looked for his fword, and miffing it, grew very 
angry till it w r as brought him. He took it, and feeling the 
point, laid it by him, faying, Now I am majler of myfelf. 
where he He then took his book again, which he had read twice over, 
kills him- and fell into a found flc.ep : but juft as day began to appear, 

he ran his fword into his body. The wound was fuch, that 
he did not die immediately, but fell ftaggering upon his bed, 
and with that motion threw down a table, on which he had 
drawn fome geometical figures. At the noife of this, his 
fon and friends broke into the room, and found him wel¬ 
tering in his blood, with his bowels a great part out of his 
body. His eyes were yet open, and his freed man Butas 
laid him upon his bed, put up his bowels, which were not 
hurt, and fewed up the wound. But Cato , after fome time, 
coming to himfelf, thrufiraway Butas , rent the wound open 
again, and tearing his bowels, expired immediately. He 
was one of the moft virtuous citizens Rome ever produced; 
had all the virtues and none of the faults of Cato the cenfor, 
one of his illuftrious anceftors, and would, with his invin¬ 
cible conftancy and refolution, have fupported the finking 
republic had not the gods themfelves, fays Plutarch , decreed 
her deftru&ion. C&jar, upon hearing of his death, faid, 

Cato has envied me the glory of '/truing his lift ’> and thereftire I 

envy 


felf. 
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7;y fan his death ; defigning, as fome have thought, to con- 
nu/r him by generofity anti kindnefs. Utica furrendered 
inmcdiately. Cafar then marched into Numidia and Mau- 

and reduced both thofe kingdoms to Roman pro¬ 


as he did, foon after his return to Italy, for 


riicniia , . 

vinces. Befoie he left Utica 

: nff of Carthage _ 

the rebuilding of Corinth ; fo that thefe two famous cities 
were deftroyed in the fame year, and in the fame year raifed 
out of their ruins. Two years after, they were both re- 
peopled with Roman colonies ; and from thefe^ new inhabi¬ 
tants of Corinth were defeended thofe Corinthians to whom 
St Paid wrote his two epiftles. 

~ ’ Africa being now compleatly finifhed, Cafar Cafar re¬ 


return cd to Rome. Th 


turns to 


pitol, where he returned thanks Rome. 


The 


ftiould 


Honours 


to Jupiter for t 

pie ftrove who t - . 

upon him : fupplications and facrifices of thankfgiving were bellowed 

appointed for forty days. His ufual guard was, by a de- on him by 

cree of the fenate, trebled, and the number of liCtors, who the fenate 


attended him as dictator, doubled. 


diCtatorftlip was and peo- 


prolonged for ten years ; and the dignity of cenfor, which pie. 


giftrat 

done, unde the title of prafefi, or reformer ^ of 
of cenfor feeming too vulgar. His 


manners , that of cenfor feeming too vulgar. His perfon 
was declared facred and inviolable ; and, to raife him above 
the level of his fellow citizens, it was decreed, that he 

Ihould 


Ihould fit, during his life, next the confuls 
give his opinion the firft in all public deliberations ; tl 
Ihould fit at all public Ihews in a curule chair ; and 


that. 


even after his death, 


fhould be placed at the fhews 


to render his memory immortal : nav, they went fo far as 

i ■* • J i • . i . .v. r i 'i_ 


to place his ftatue in the capitol next 

•»!••/••• 1/11 CT* 


To 


ipiter 


But the title of demi-god was erafed, by his order, the mo¬ 
ment he faw it. 

Cafar had too much penetration not to know, that this 
profusion of honours was the efteCt of fear, rather than of 
love; and therefore, when he accepted them, he declared, 
that he would make no other ufe of his authority, than 
to prevent any farther difturbances in the republic, and 
to render, as far as in him lay, all the members of it hap- 
He then aflembled the people, and appearing in the af- 


y 


jembly more like a private citizen than a victorious general, 
returned them thanks for their attachment to^him, and gave 
them a particular account of his victories, telling them, 
that by his laft conqueft, he had gained to the common¬ 
wealth of Rome a country fo rich, and of fuch extent, that 
it would fupply the city yearly with two hundred thoufand 
balhds of corn, aud three millions of meafures of oil. In 

• * * - I . * * f* 

eonii- 
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confidertion of his, many conquefts, four triumphs wer a 
decreed him. 

In the firft, which was over the Gauls , the names of three 
hundred nations and eight hundred cities, reduced by the 
death of a million of enemies, were carried before his cha- 

The fecond was over Egypt . The third (hewed the 
defeat of Pbarnaces in Afia ; ana the fourth, that of Juba in 
Africa. The utmoft magnificence was difplayed on'thisoc- 
cafion. His foldiers followed him, crowned with laurel 
and the whole city attended him with loud acclamations! 
In this manner he proceeded to the capitol, the fteps where¬ 
of he afcended upon his knees, to fet the people an exam¬ 
ple of religion. The vefiels of gold and nlver which were 
carried before him in thefe triumphs, amounted to the value 
of fixty-five thoufand talents, that is above twelve millions 
of our money, befides one thoufand eight hundred and 
twenty-two crowns of gold, weighing fifteen thoufand and 
thirty-three pounds, which were prefents made him by 
princes and cities after his vi&ories. 

His libe- Out foms he paid his foldiers their arrears, to- 

rality to- gather with an hundred and fifty pounds of our money to 

wards the ever Y private man, as much more to every centurion, and 

thrice that fum to each tribune and commander of the ca- 


foldiers 
and the 
Roman 
people. 


He re- 


valry ; and for their retreat after the wars, he gave them 
inheritances in feveral places out of Italy. As to the Roman 
people, whofe favour he courted, he gave to each particular 
perfon ten bulhels of corn, and ten meafures of oil, and 
added an hundred denarii, by way of filtered, to the three 
hundred he had promifed them before he fet out for Africa. 
After this, he treated the people at twenty-two thoufand 
tables; and that nothing might be wanting to the pomp 
and magnificence of thefe feafts, he entertained the city 
with a combat of two thoufand gladiators, and made repre- 
fentations of fea and land fights of four or five thoufand men 
on a fide, befides all forts of plays and (hews. Thefe enter¬ 
tainments laded feveral days, and drew fuch multitudes ot 
people to Rome , that the greateft part of them were forced 
to lie in the open air, and many were (rifled in the crowd: 
among thefe lad were two fenators. 

He then made it his whole bufinefs to reform the govern 


forms the ment, and eftablifh good order in the city ; to which end be 
govern- made feveral excellent laws, fuch as granting great privile- 
inent, ges and exemptions to fuch as had numerous families, re¬ 
calling thofe who had fettled in foreign parts, giving re¬ 
wards to fuch as had many children, retraining luxury, and 
inviting to Rome learned men from all parts of the world. 
He committed the power of judicature to the fenators and 
knights only ; and, confidering how much his own long 
command in Gaul had given him an opportunity of efta- 

biifhing an extraordinary power,- he ordained, that no pra¬ 
ter 
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tpr fhoultl command above a year in his province, nor a con-' 
lid above two year’s after the expiration of his office. He 
a jf 0 undertook to regulate the Roman calendar, the want of and the 
accuracy in which had occafioned many inconveniencies. Roman 
Vhe year which the Romans made ufe of till this time con- calendar, 
fifed of twelve lunar months, which fell eleven days fhort 
0 f a folar year. C^far, who was himfelf a good aftronomer, 
reformed this abufe by introducing the folar year of three 
hundred and fixty-five days, and adding one intercalary day 
every fourth year, called the bis-fextile. At this time flou- 
rifhed the poet Catullus , 

While Cafar was thus employed in works of peace, the Pompey’ s 
two Tons of Pompey had aflembled the remains of their fa- Tons re- 
ther’s party, and made themfeives matters of feveral ftrong new the 
places in Spain. They had many good officers, and, war in 
among the reft, Labienus , who had learnt the art of war un- Spain. 
der C#far himfelf. Cccfar fent two of his lietenants againft 
them ; but the / not fucceeding, he refolved to go in perfon. 

But before he left Rome, he aflembled the comitia , and hav¬ 
ing caufed himfelf to be chofen conful a fourth time; as dic¬ 
tator, he appointed his collegue, M. Mmilius Lepidus , his 
general of the horfe, and filled all the inferior offices with 
his own friends and creatures, to fecure the capital in his 
abience ; after which, he took leave of Cleopatra , whom he y ear 
kept at Rome in his own houfe, and fet out for Spain , where R omc ? QQ 
he arrived in twenty-four days, which was much fooner •' y * 

than the enemy imagined he could be there. He aflembled Qcefarfas 
what troops were in that country, and marched immediately ou / f or 
towards Cor dub a, where Sextus , the younger of the two Pom- Spain 
peys, was then quartered. Sextus fent an exprefs to his bro- P * 
ther Cnciui , who was then befieging the city of Ulla , defiring 
him to come with all fpeed to his affiftance. He did fo ; 
and Cafar finding he could not draw him to a battle, went 
and invefted the city of Ategua , about fixteen miles from 
Corduba , which the republican party had made their place of 
arms. The befieged made a brave refiftance, but were at laft 
forced to capitulate. The furrender of this city was fol¬ 
lowed by that of many others, and the Pompey s, driven from 
place to place, refolved at laft to come to a battle. The 
two armies met in the plains of Munda. Pompey’s men were 
defperate, knowing that all hopes of pardon were cut off; and total- 
and Cajar’s found on this occafion, a refiftance they had ne- ly defeats 
ver known before. The fight continued many hours ex- the Pom- 
tremely obftinate, and Ccsfar was feveral times in great dan- peys in the 
ger; but at laft he gave the enemy a total overthrow, and plains of 
killed thirty thoufand upon the fpot. This battle was fo Munda . 
fierce and dangerous, that Ceefar often faid. He had fought at 
other p/a:js for his glory , but at Munda for his life. Labienus 

and Varus were killed, and all the enemy’s enfigns were 
taken. Cneius , with one hundred and fifty horfe, efcaped 
to C arteia, and got on board his fleet, from whence he was 

forced 
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!c by Cafar s lieutenant Didius 


A 


caftlc- 

where he hid himfejf in a cave, in which he was killed; 
His brother Sextus , efcaping from Corduha , fled in difguife to 
AH Spain Celtiberuiy where he remained concealed all his life. Ail 
fubmits. Spain fubmitted immediately, and Cafar exacted great con¬ 
tributions from the enemy's cities* under pretence of pu¬ 
nishing their rebellion. 

Cafar returned to Rome , highly pleafed that he had at laft 
brought under iubmiffion that commonwealth which gave 
Jaws to the greateft part of the world. He entered the city 
in triumph ; but this triumph was not attended with any 
iovful acclamations of the Deonle. who were much conrern. 


Cafar re¬ 
turns to 
Rome. 


His tri¬ 
umph of- ed to fee the memory of their beloved Pompey infulted over, 
fends the and the race of one of the greateft men in Rome almoft ex- 


Romans. tirpated. What 



of 


the victories he had obtained during the courfe of the war: 
and, not content with having triumphed himfelf, he bc- 
ftowed the fame honour upon two cf his lieutenants, j^. Fo¬ 
il us Maximus and Sf Pedius , with this difference, that the 
reprefentations of cities, rivers, carried before Cafar 


were 


eftablifhed 


i---—- 

the dominions 


of the Romans , and the civil war was intirely ended, which, 
tho 5 it did not laft much above four years, had been fo deftruc 


if 


were 
milies 


the 


three hundred and twenty thoufand. 

Diffatisfied as the Romans were with many of Cafe 


fiding 


to heap 


new honours upon the conqueror, and thofe greater than 
any they had yet beftowed. Cicero , indeed, propofed in the 
fenate, the conferring fuch honours on him as were, in lome 
meafure, within the hounds of modefty ; but others, ftriving. 
who fhould deferve 1110ft, carried them fo high, that they 

made Cafar odious, even to the moft indifferent and mode^ 

rate fort of men. They made him dictator for life ; fubject- 
ate per- e( j a jj ma gjft ra tes, even the tribunes of the people, to his 


He is €te- 


perual 
di&ator. 


_„_, fhoi 

armies, declare war, make peace, take charge of the public 
money, and that all inferior magiftrates fhould oblige them- 
felves by an oath to obferve whatever decrees he fhould 
think fit to enact. This was making him, in effebt, fove- 
reign prince, or king. Among other titles, that of Impcrefsr 
was given him ; not in the fenfe in which it had been ror- 
merly beftowed on generals, after fome fignal victory; hut 
as importing the greateft power and authority in the com¬ 
monwealth. From him was derived the name of Impoptur, 
or Emperor^ and likewife that of Cafar , to his fucccfiors; 

imperial ftale of 

though 


this 
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though it was not fettled till fome years after. He was like- 
wife made cenfor for life, and. conful for ten years ; though 
with regard to this laft office, he divefted himfelf of it for a 
certain time, and mads Fabius and Trebonius confuls for the 
remainder of the year. From this time the confulfhip loft 
its priftine dignity, and few held it a whole year, efpecially 
when all its authority was foon after fwallowed up by the 
imp trial power. As to the other magiftracies, he pretended 
Jie would not concern himfelf with them, but leave them, as 
ufual, to the nomination of the people : but this foon proved 
only a pretence; for he appointed them himfelf, and fent them 
into the provinces, without fixing their departments by lot. 

Cafar’s enemies are thought to have had fome (hare in the He courts 
extraordinary honours that were conferred on him, as well the affec- 
as his flatterers, fince they took from thence an opportunity tions of 
of alienating from him the minds of fuch as were friends to the people 
the ancient form of government. On the other hand, he 
himfelf made it his ftudy to gain the affe&ions even of his 
moll inveterate enemies j not only pardoning, thofe who had 
borne arms againft him, but bellowing honours and offices 
on feveral of them ; infomuch that the fenate and people, to 
teftify their gratitude for the mild ufe he made of his power, 
decreed a temple to Clemency. To win the people, he en¬ 
tertained them frequently with public feafts and fhews, and 
diftributed corn among the poorer fort; and knowing the 
regard they Hill retained for Potnpey , he ordered the ftatues 
of that great man, which had been thrown down, to be fet 
up again; by which, faid Cicero , he fixed his own. To gain 
the confidence of the fenate, and the republican party, con¬ 
trary to the advice of his beft friends, he difmilfed his guards, 
faying, _ It was better to Juffer death once , than to live akvays in 
fear of it ; and as for the nobility, he attached moft of them afl d °f the 
to his intereft, by raifing them to the chief offices in the nobility. 
Hate, and trufting them with the government of the many 
provinces that were then fubjedl to Rome . To this end, he 
increafed the praetors to fixteen, and the quaeftors to forty. Increales 
He created fix new aediles, and augmented the number of the the num- 
other curule magiftrates in proportion. But as there ftill her of the 
remained many unrewarded, who had ferved him with great magif- 
fidelity, he allotted them places in the fenate, by which trates and 
means the number of the lenators rofe from three hundred to fenauors. 
nine hundred. This change gave great offence to the an¬ 
cient fenators, many of the new railed ones being common 
ftldiers, fons of freed men, foreigners lately admitted to the 
Roman citizenfhip, Gauls , Spaniards , and luch like. After 
thus debafing that once molt auguft aflembly, he treated it 
with contempt, looking upon its members as his vaftals and 
creatures. Of this he gave a fignal inftance, when the con- 
luls, pnEtors, and all the curule magiftrates then in Rcnu\ 
attended by the fenate, waiting on him with a decree, by 
which fome new honours were conferred upon him, he re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived them with all the haughtinefs of a fovereign, without 
condefcending to rife from his feat. This carriage offended 
not only the fenators, but the people too, who thought the 

whole republic infulted by it. 


Not long after, he gave a frefh 
affronting the tribunes. 


crown. 


While he was one day fitting j n a 
golden chair upon the rojira , to view the ceremony of the 
Lupercalia, Mark Anthony , who Was then his collegue in the 
confulfhip, came into the forum, and, falling down before 
Cafar, prelented him a diadem wreathed with laurel. Some 
clapped their hands, as if they approved of it; but when 


Caj 


offered it a fecond time ; and upon CM 


An- 


again, the whole affembly rang with loud accamations. Ca- 


fi 


his dehgn would not take, rofe up, and 


ordered the crown to be carried into the capitol, faying, that 
Jupiter alone was king of the Romans.. The 
CAfar’s ftatues 1 


Marcellus 


people, not 


only pulled them off, but caufed thofe to be apprehended 
and committed to prifon, who, the day before, had applauded 
dilo- Anthony's offering the crown to Ccefar. Upon this, Cafar 
bliges the difplaced the tribunes, and inveighed againft them in a pub- 
people. lie fpeech, in which he alfo very injudicioufly abufed and 


He 


A confpi- 


ridiculed the people. 
His defrgn was n< 

detefting 


every 


ed againft ings, and to confult among themfelves about the proper means 

11 * • 71 r -—-fhe groaned under. The 


CaJJius chief of the confpirators was C. Cajft 

country 


Cafc 


right to it. Cajfji 


vate account, the dictator having, a few months before, be¬ 
llowed the firft and moll honourable praetorlhip on Brutus , 
though he could not help owning, that CaJJius had the belt 
^ ’s hi ft formed the plan of the confpiracy 

himfelf, and then imparted it to a few, whom he knew to be 
fecret enemies both to the -tyrant and to tyranny. 

As Brutus was highly efteemed both by the people and fe- 
nate. Coffins looked upon him as a perfon highly proper to 
be engaged in his enterprise. He was a moft zealous repub¬ 
lican, and fully convinced that the commonwealth could be 
no longer maintained without the death of the dilator ; but 
the obligations he lay under to Cafar reftrained him from 
uling violent means. He had not only been pardoned him¬ 
felf, and obtained the fame grace for many of his friends, 


Who 
d raws 
Bratus 
into the 

plot. 


of Pharfalia ; but was one in whom Cafe 
ilidence. CaJJius therefore, not daring ’ 


night t’T 10, 


courfe the matter with him openly, laid, in th w t 
papers about his chair, where he ufed to fit as praetor, on>. 


with 


art 


■ftcep , and not a true Brutus : and 


Bratus- 

/•> *- -1 f- 


P t 


A- 


- v 


1* u~' 1 M 
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fetmous Junius Brutus he wrote. Would to heaven thou went 
sli-ve, or that feme of thy name ref cm bled thee ! Caffius , percciv- 
inerthat thefc fen fences made a deep impreffion on his mind, 
flift fet his wife Junia , who was lifter to Brutus , to raife in 
the breaft of her brother thofc fentiments, which he wanted 
to find in him, and then determined, at all events, to tell 

him his defign. 

Cafar, little dreaming of the danger that menaced him, 
was then preparing for an expedition againft the Parthians , 
and had already ordered lixteen legions and ten thoufand 
horfe to march towards Brundufiwn , intending to follow 
them in four days. His flatterers feized this opportunity to 
give out, that, according to the Sybilline oracles, the Part hi- 
urn could not be overcome, but by a king ; and Aurelius 
Cotta , the keeper of thofe facred volumes, was to propofe to 
the fenatc to give him that title every where out of Italy , 
within which he was ftill to be only dictator. Coffins took 
this occafion to pay a vifit to Brutus , and alked him, whether 
he intended to be at the fenate-houfe when Cafars friends 
were to propofe giving him the title of king ? Brutus an* 
fwered, that he defigned to abfent himfelfthat day. But 
Jiippofe you are called thither, replied Caffius. 'Then, faid Bru¬ 
tus, IJhall think it my duty to fpeak-y and ufe my utmojl endea¬ 
vours againjl fuch unwarrantable proceedings ; nay, and to die , 
rather than out-live the liberty of my country. Ah ! replied 
Caffius, What generous Roman would fuffer you to die for his 
liberty ? You are not acquainted with yourfelf Brutus, if you 
imagine , that thofe papers which were thrown into your tribunal , 
came from any but the tnojl illujlrious and bravefl men of Rome. 

From other prators they demand games , Jhews , and plays ; but 
from you , whofe very name is a terror to tyrants , they expert the 
ruin and downfall of arbitrary power j being ready to expofc them- 
felvcs to the utmofl dangers , in expectation of your aufpicious aid. 

Thefe words made Co deep an impreflion on Brutus , that, 
notwithftanding the many favours he had received at the dic¬ 
tator's hands, he entered into all Cajfius s meafures, and, from 
that time, took upon himfelf the whole management of the 
confpiracy. The name of Brutus had fuch effedl, that fixity In which 
of the molt illuftrious citizens loon engaged in the plot; many o- 
and till the time came for executing their defign, they made thers join, 
it their btifinefs to ftir up the common people by a thoufand 
falfe reports ; fuch as, That Cm far intended to fix the feat of his 
empire in Egypt or Phrygia, and to tranfport thither all the 
riches of Italy, leaving Rome to the mercy of his creatures and 
favourites. Cacfar hearing of this, began to fufpcdf thatfome 
plot was carrying on againft him. His friends, believing that 
Mark Anthony and Dolabclla were concerned in it, advifed 
him to be upon his guard, and watch them narrowly. To 
which he anfwered. That he was not at all afraid of fuch plump 

fellows ; but rather of pale lean men , like Caffius and Brutus. 

however, his flatterers, among whom were fome of the con- 
Vgl. IV. T fpirators 
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fpirators, telling him that he had no caufe to fear, for that 
the commonwealth was more concerned than hirr.felf in his 
wefervation, he negledted the neceiTary precautions for his 
fafetv, and was more intent upon making preparations for mn- 


mg in execution the vaft defigns he had formed, than i 


m 


Crrfay'o 

vaJt de¬ 
signs. 


guarding again!! the attempts of his domeftic enemies. 

Thefe defigns were, to make war upon the Parthians , to 
revenge the death of Crafjus ; then to pals through Hyrcania 
and from thence to march by the Cafpian fea to "Mount 
Caucsfts , till he came into Scythia ; then to over-run all the 
countries between Scythia ana Germany , and Germany itfelf • 
from whence he intended to return through Gaul and Italy, 
deferibing the fpacious circle of his intended empire, and 
bounding it on every fide by the fea. 

Brutus , from the time of his being engaged in the con¬ 
ip iracy, ftrove as much as poffible, when abroad, to keep 
his uneafmefs of mind to himfelf; but at home, and efpeci- 
allv in the night, he was not the fame man ; but fometimes, 
on a fudden, hal ted out of his bed, and, at other times, was 
fo taken up with unquiet thoughts, and fo perplexed in his 
mind, that Par da ., his wife, concluded he had fome dange¬ 
rous and difficult enterprize in agitation. Defirous as Ihe 
was to know the fecret, fhe refolved not to inquire into it, 
till fhe had firft tried whether fhe had courage and refolu- 


tion enough to keep it, even in the midft of torment. Ta 
this end, fhe gave nerfelf a deep wound in the thigh, and, 
Brutus after bearing it without betraying the leaf! fenfe of pain, 
reveals told her hufband, that though fhe was the daughter o fCatc^ 
the con- and the wife of Brutus , two titles in which fhe might have 
fpiracy to placed much confidence, yet, to be fure of herfelf, fhe had 
Porcia . made that fevere trial of her own conftancy. Brutus , touch¬ 

ed with this, difeovered the whole plot to her. 

The cen- I he fenate was appointed to meet on the ides of March ,, 

to give Ccejar the tide of king, and that day the confpirators 
fix on the fixed upon as the molt proper for the execution of their 

defign ; judging that he would not fail coming to the fenate- 
March for houfe on that oecafion, and that it was fafer to fall upon 
theexecu- him there- inou of the fenators being privately his enemies, 
tion of than in any other place, where the populace might divert 
their de- the blow. All the ancient hillorians are full of prodigies 

and apparitions, which, in their opinion, were manifeil: 
prefages of Caj'ar* s tragical death. Spurina , a famous au- 

". *a arch , 


fpirators 


ides 


of 


“ 6 n - 


gur 


bid him beware of the ides of A 


for that he wns 


then threatened with fome great danger. The-night before 
his death, he dreamt that he was carried above the clouds, 
and that he fhook hands with 'Jove ; and his wife Calpurm 
dreamt, that he was allaffinated in her arms. The doors 
and windows of the apartment where he Jay flew open of 
rheir own accord, with a great noife, and a prodigious ftojh 
of light. Thefe accidents fome what alarmed him ; and his 
wife, by her prayers and tears, prevailed fo, that he was 
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unoii the point of refolving not to ftir out that day, and was 
<*oing to fend Mark Anthony with orders to the fenate not to 
alienible, when Decimus Brutus , who was one of the coft- 
fpirators, and his intimate friend, coming in, made him 
change his refolution, and, taking him by the hand, in a 
manner forced him out of his houfe. A Have was juft then They are 
coming to give him an account of the confpiracy, but could in danger 
not get up to him by reafon of the crowd ; and in his way of being 
to the fenate-houfe, one Artetnidorus , who was intimately difcovered 
acquainted with moft of the confpirators, delivered him a 
paper, containing the heads of the confpiracy, and defired 
him to read it inftantly, for that it concerned him nearly ; 
but Cafar , without reading it, put it among other papers 
that were given him. 

The aiTembly of the fenate was at this time held in a 
great hall which Po?npcy had built for that purpofe, and in 
which his ftatue flood. Cafar, as he was entering, met 
Sjparina, and finding told him, The ides of March were come, 
les, replied the augur, but they are not pajl. As foon as he 
had taken his place, the confpirators crowded round about 
him, under pretence of joining their prayers with thofe of Me - 
teliiis Cmber, in behalf of his brother, who had been banifhed. 

Cafar reje&ed their petition ; but Cimber ftill prefted on him 
with great earneftnefs, and laying hold of his robe with 
both hands, pulled it off his fhoulders. In that inftant, 

Cafca , who flood behind him, drawing his dagger, flabbed 
him in the neck; but the weapon glancing, the wound was 
not mortal. Cafar immediately feized Cafca by the hand 
which held the dagger, crying out. Vile traitor ! What doji 
thou mean ? Cafca , on the other fide, called to his brother 
to come and help him ; upon which, the reft of the confpi¬ 
rators, drawing their daggers, furrounded Cafar, and fell 
upon him with fuch fury, that feveral of them wounded 
each other. Brutus, in particular, received a wound in the 
hand from CaJJius, who, flying at Cafar with prodigious 
rage, gave him a deep wound in the head. The hero, thus 
baited on all ftdes, to ufe Plutarch's expreflion, like a wild 
beaft in a toil, fought and defended himfelf in the beft 
manner he could, till, looking round him, to fee if he 
could make his efcape, he perceived Brutus, with his dag¬ 
ger in his hand. Filled with anguifh at this fight, he ftrug- 
gled no more, but crying out. What ! ?ny Jon Brutus, and Death of 
thou too ! he covered his face with his robe, and wrapping Cccfar. 
the fkirts of his garment round his knees, that he might 
ful with decency, he funk down at the foot of Pompey’s Year of 
fratue, and expired, having received three and twenty Rome 710. 
wounds. The fenate looked on with horror and amaze¬ 
ment ; but not one of them dared to lend him the leaft af- 
mraftcc. 

1 hus died, in the fifty-fixth year of his age, the greateft 
warrior that Rome , or perhaps the world ever faw, after he 

T 2 had 
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had fought with fucecfs fifty pitched battles, taken by aiTuult 
a thoufand towns, and flain, if Pliny is to be credited, eleven 
hundred ninety-two thoufand men. He was a pcrfon of 
moft extraordinary parts, and wonderful abilities in all the 
arts of war and civil government, and of equal diligence 
and application in the ufe of them. He was beloved and re¬ 
vered by the people, honoured and adored by his friends, 
and efleemed and admired even by his enemies. But as his 
ambition, which knew no bounds, prompted him to enthral 
his country, and ufurp an arbitrary power over thofe who 
were as free as himfelf, his life was certainly a juft forfeit. 
If the ftate had been deemed irretrievable, and a defpotic 
governor a nccefTary evil, Rome could not have had a better 
than Cm far. 

So great a confufion immediately enfued among the fenate 
fturbances an d people, that the confpirators foon perceived their action 
an the would not be fo generally approved as fome of them had 
city. expe&ed. All the fenators, who were not accomplices, fled 

from the aflembly with fuch precipitation, that many were 
in danger of their lives as they prefled out of the fenate* 
houfe ; and the people, alarmed at the news, ran up and 
down the city, fomc for information, fome for fafety, and 
others for plunder. The confpirators, marching through 
the ftreets, preceded by a herald, who carried on the point 
of a lance a cap, the lymbol of liberty among the Romans , 
exhorted the people to refume their rights. But they were 
no more thofe ancient Romans , to whom liberty was more 
precious than life itfelf. They were become effeminate, de¬ 
bauched, and accuftomed to live by felling their votes to the 
higheft bidder. Brutus , therefore, and his followers, retired 
to the capitol, whither they were attended by a body of gla¬ 
diators, belonging to Decbnus Brutus, 
in'hony Anthony and Lepidus were extremely enraged at^ C fars 



cor.lpira- 

tor?. 


confpirators thereupon fent deputies to them, defiring them 
to ccnfider the fatal confequences of a divifion at that time, 
and alluring them that no perfonal hatred to Cm far had put 
them upon what they had done, but only their fincerelove 
to their country. Anthony, confidering that Decbnus , who 
was now governor of Cifaibhic GauU might fall upon him 

me, whereby he 

That ihi 


v 


/as now governor of Cijalpbic GcihU might 
vith a powerful army; in order to gain tii 
hoped to bring oyer Decbnus’ s foldicrs, anfwered 
they had hound thenfelves by oath to revenge Csefar’r death, yd 
they were net ehjlinaie , but were content to have the fen at c ajjein- 
bled, ihat they might be governed by fo many illujlrsous and dj- 
‘erring per fans. 

The fenate 


was immediately called. 


a n d 


debates 


irofe, which at Iaft terminated in 


many 

this, either that Cmjiit 

rnuf: be declared a tyrant, or that his murderers ftooa in 

n«u 
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need of pardon. Anthony oppofed the former, urging;, that 
if the memory of Cerfar were condemned, all his "orders 
mull be cancelled, which would be proclaiming many il- 
luftrious men whom he had raifed, unworthy of their ho¬ 
nours. After many violent heats and difturbances, the fe- 
nate palled an a£t of oblivion for all that was pall, and rati- The fe- 
hed Cff/iir *s ordinances. This aft of oblivion brought mat- natepafles 
ters to a more peaceable pofture : but Anthony and Lepidus an aft of 
were flill refolved to purfue their revenge on the conlpira- oblivion, 
tors, though leemingly reconciled to them. They therefore, and con- 
the next day, ordered Cefar's will to be read in the prefence firms Cas¬ 
ed the people, the confpiraiors in vain oppofing it. By the far's ordi- 
will it appeared, that O flavins^ the grandfon of Julia , Gee- nances. 
fads lifter, was adopted to take upon him his name, and 
conftituted heir of three parts in four of all his eftate, and 
Pinarius and Pedius , his two other great' nephews, heirs 
of the remaining fourth part. To the Reman people he left Cerfar b 
his gardens on the other fide of the Tiber , and to every Ro- will. 
man citizen in particular a certain fum of money. Among 
his fecond heirs, who were to inherit in cafe of mortality, 
he fubftituted Decimus Brutus , one of the confpirators ; and 
feveral others, who had dipped their hands in his blood, 
v/ere appointed guardians to his children, in cafe he left any. 

Thefe tokens of Cafars good-will revived the affection of 
the people for him, and provoked them a-new againft Bru¬ 
tus and his followers. 

Immediately after this, Cafar’s body, borne with great His body 
pomp and folemnity by fome of the molt illullrious of the brought 
lenate, was brought into the middle of the forum , and laid forth with 
upon a bed of ivory, richly adorned with cloth of gold and g rea t 
purple, in a fmall temple of gilded wood, built after the mo- pomp, 
del of that of Venus. The robe in which he w r as killed was * 


hung up by it. All the people crouded to fee this fight, 
weeping and lamenting a-frefh ; and thofe efpecially who 
had borne arms under their deceafed hero, cried aloud for 
vengeance. Anthony then afeended the roftrum, and pro¬ 
nounced Cerfar s funeral oration, enlarging upon every to¬ 
pic which could move compaflion. He enumerated the ma- Anthony 
ny victories lie had gained, the great conquefts he had made, inflames 
and the various nations he had fubdued. Then he men- the people 
tioned all the titles of honour which the republic had con- by his fu- 
ferret! upon him, his dicftatorfhip, his feveral confullhips, neral ora- 
and, above all, the glorious name of father of his country, tion. 

From thence he palled to his virtues, extolling his courage, 
his learning, his eloquence, his humanity, generofity, and 
clemency even to his enemies. After this, he repeated the 
oath which the people of Rome had taken to him, by which 
they l'wore, that his perfon fiiould be facred and inviolable, 
and that they would defend him at the hazard of their own 
lives. Then unfolding the bloody garment of Cerfar , he 
lhevvcd them in how many places it was pierced, and expo- 
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led 
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fed to their view the number of his wounds. But obferv- 
ing that fomc of the fenators were difpleafed at this fpeech, 
he concluded it with faying, that what had been done ought 
to be forgot, fince it was the crime of fome evil daemons, 
enemies to Rome , rather than of men ; and that nothing far¬ 
ther ought to be thought of, but honouring the memory of 
the illuftrious deceafed, and placing him among the immor¬ 
tal gods. 

Various Anthony had fcarce done fpeaking, when one of the fpec- 
artifices tators, as if fome fury had pofleffed hrm, fnatching up Ca- 
uled to far’s robe, difplayed it again to the multitude, crying out, 
flir up the Here is the fpoil of an hero beloved of the gods , and reverenced by 
multitude' the world , even to adoration . Thefe words, interrupted with 

" frequent fighs, and uttered with a mournful voice and gef- 
ture, occafioned a general commotion. At the fame time 
appeared on a fudden an image of C&far in wax, which 
moved by lprings, and fhewed all the wounds he had re¬ 
ceived. This light tranfported the populace even to mad- 
nefs ; the forum refounded with cries of grief,, and bitter 
menaces and curfes againft the authors of his death, whom 
they ftiled aflaflins and parricides, worthy of the moft cruel 
punilhments. 

Catfar’s Upon the lighting of the pile, the old foldiers who had 
body ferved under Ceefar threw into the flames all the military re¬ 

burnt. wards they had received from him ; and many women of 

diftin&ion, to teftify their grief, and honour the memory of 
the deceafed, committed to the fire their jewels, their chil¬ 
drens ornaments and robes, and whatever they had of value 
about them. The incenfed multitude, fnatching the flaming 
brands out of the fire, ran to burn the houfes of the confpi- 
rators, but were repulfed, and meeting £with one Cinna, 
whom they miftook for another of that name, who was one 
of the confpirators, they immediately tore him in a thou¬ 
sand pieces. Brutus and his party were fo alarmed at thefe 
proceedings, that they immediately withdrew privately to 
Antium. All the ftrangers in Rome mourned after the cuf- 
tom of their refpedfive countries, efpecially the Jews, who 
watched feveral nights at C'ajar’s funeral pile. At laft di¬ 
vine honours were decreed him, and an altar was eredled by 
the people on the fpot where his body was burnt. His great 
nephew OStavius afterwards built a temple there, and fet up 
a pillar of jafper, twenty feet high, with this inlcription, 
To the father of his country ’. 

Octavius At the time when Ceefar was killed, his heir and adopted 

returns to f° n Octavius , afterwards called Augujlus , was at Apollonia^ in 

Rome. Greece , from whence he fet out for Rome , upon the fir ft 

news of the murder, fully determined to revenge his death : 

not doubting but he ffaould find both a friend and aftiftant 

in Anthony. But Anthony was now fo much taken up with 

proje&s of aggrandizing himfelf, that he <*ave but little heed 

to what Oflavins laid j and when this laft publicly declared 

himfelf 



*79 


OF THE.WORLD* 

Bimfelf Cafar’s heir, and, as fuch, demanded his money of 
Anthony, or at leaft fome part of it, he treated him with 
areat coldnefs, and contempt of his youth, and refufed to 
mve him any. OSlavius was now about eighteen years of 
graceful, fenlibie, infmuating, and ambitious. His firft 
ftep to gain the hearts of the people was, to fell all his in¬ 
heritance, to pay off the legacies left them by his uncle. 

This procured him much love, and Cafar’s old foldiers 
{locked to him in great numbers; whilft Anthony became 
fufpicious both to the fenate and people. To pleafe thefe 
lall, who (till continued to have a paffionate affe&ion for 
Pompey , Anthony propofed the promoting of Sextus , his only 
furviving fon, to the fame command o? the feas and navy 
that his father formerly had, and the allowing him a fum of 
money out of the public treafury, in lieu of his father’s for¬ 
feited eftate. This was immediately agreed to with great 
applaufe, and Pompey was recalled into Sicily, where he af¬ 
terwards managed a fharp war againft Octavius. 

As the confular year was near expiring, and the differen¬ 
ces between Anthony and Ohfavius increafed daily, the former 
deceiving the fenate with a falfe report of the Getts haying 
invaded Macedonia , defired the command of the fix legions 
which lay in that province. The fenate was very unwilling 
to grant this, and at the fame time expreffed great jealouiy 
of his power j to remove which, he preferred a law, making 
it death for any one ever to aim at being made dictator. 

Thefe legions he defigned to bring over into Italy , to awe 
and command all; ana the better to effect this, he propofed 
another law, by which he caufed the government of Mace¬ 
donia, which had been affigned to M. Brutus , to be given to 
his brother C. Antonius , and to hiinfelf that of Cijalpine Gaul, Anthony 
which had been allotted to Decimus Brutus. The fenate obtains 
would by no means hear of this demand ; but he obtained the pro- 
it of the people, partly by forte, and partly by bribes. Still vince of 
he was not quite fo fuccefsful as he expedfed j for his q«ar- Cifa'pine 
rels with Odiavius, and his negledt of revenging Cafar’s Gaul, 
death, gained him the hatred of his foldiers ; To that when 
he had brought his legions from Macedonia , two of them 
Went over to Oftavius, who was then very bufy in going 
through all Italy , and gathering together foldiers out of the where he 
colonies his uncle had planted. At length Anthony , with a begins a 
conliderable army, marched into Gaul , from whence he civil war. 
commanded Decimus Brutus to depart. Decimus retreated to 
Mutina , now Modena , where Anthony foon after befieged Year of 
him i and thus a new war broke out in about three quarters Rome 711. 
of a year after Cafar’s death. 

About this time the new confuls entered upon their office. 

Thefe were Hirtius and Panfa , who had both ferved under 
Cafar, and were great friends to Cicero. Hirtius was the 
author of that relation of the Alexandrian and African wars, 
which is annexed to Cafar’ s commentaries. Upon their 

T 4 affembling 
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aflembling the fenate, Anthony was declared an enemy to the 
Anthony is ftate, chiefly by thcr means of Cicero, who bore great fvvav 
dcclared in the fenate, and whole Philippics we owe to this occation. 
an enemy The t\yo confuls were ordered to raife troops, and haften to 
to the the relief of Decimus, who was reduced to great (freights in 
Hate. Mutina ; and, at the fame time. Oft twins was commanded 

to join his troops to thofe of the confuls, and to aft in 
concert with them again ft the common enemy. The fe¬ 
nate, though they neither loved nor elieemed him, almoft 
all of them being of Ponipey s faction, fenfible of how great 
fervice he might be on this occasion, gave him a power 
equal to that of the confuls, made him one of their body, 
r I he fc- notwithftanding his youth, and decreed, that, in relpeft of 
nateheaps public preferment, he fhould be confidered as ten years 
honours older than he really was. Though the fenate pleafed Octa- 
upon Oc- v i us greatly by thefe honours, yet their promoting and giv- 
ia-vius. ing provinces to many of the confpirators difpleafed him 

much more ; and a letter from Anthony , upbraiding him 
with advancing and aflifting Cafar’s murderers, increafed 
his uneafinefs. However, concealing his deflgns with a pru¬ 
dence furpaffing his age, he marched with the confuls who 
foon made themfelves mafters of Bononia , which Anthony had 
feized. Shortly after, Anthony and Panfa meeting, this laft 
Anthony was defeated, and mortally wounded j and Anthony was, in 
defeated, his turn, worfted by Hirtius , as he was returning to his 
and both camp. Not many days after, a general battle was fought 
the con- near Mutina, wherein Anthony was defeated with great lofs, 
fuls killed and obliged to raife the fiege of that city; after which he 

fled to Lcpidus, who then commanded in Cifalpine Gaul. 
The conful Hirtius was killed in this engagement. 

The fe- Anthony had no fooner left Italy, than the fenate, thinking 
nate dif- they had nothing farther to fear from him, flighted Octavius 
gulls Oc- exceedingly, and denied him a triumph, which they grant¬ 
or a-vius. ed to Decimus , whom he had relieved. Dccimus too, as 

chief commander in Cifalpine Gaul , ordered him to quit that 
province. Oftavius thereupon retired to Bononia , where the 
conful Panfa, who then lay dying of his wounds, advifed 
him ftrongly to join with Anthony and Lepiclus , as the only 
means by which he could revenge his uncle’s death. Ac¬ 
cordingly he wrote to them immediately, inviting them both 
to Italy, and at the fame time font four hundred of his fol- 
diers to Rome, in the name of his army, to demand thecon- 
fulfhip for him. The news of their approach, and that at 
the head of leventeen legions, together with Oftavius' s 
coming in perfon with eight legions, fo terrified the fenate, 
He is that the comitia was immediatelv afiembled, and he and j£. 
elefted Pcdius were elccled confuls. The fenate alfo decreed, that 

conful, after his confullhip he fhould take place of all other confuls, 

that he fhould levy what forces he pleafed, and likewife 
have the command of Decimus’s legions. The city too was 

committed to his care, and power was given him to do 

whatever 
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..•Vt-cver he thought right, even beyond the limitation of 

One 


the laws ; a power which he retained to his death 
of the hrft ufes he made of his new authority was, to get 

in a general affembly of the people, 
ation of Bruit:;. Cafjlus , and all their 

made 


oi — r~ " 

his adoption conhrmcd 


Caufesthe 


again!!: 


his murderers 


t0 procure the condemnation 
accomplices, and to cancel the decrees 

friends. Dechnus Brutus attempted to fave himfelf by flying o ! ' Ccefur 
to Brutus and CaJJius , who were now in Greece ; but as he to be con- 
was traverfing Gaul , with only a few attendants, his troops tiemned. 
having forfaken him, and gone over to Anthony , he was ta¬ 
ken by Camelius, a lord of that country, who fent his head 
to Anthony. Trebonius and Bafilius, two other of the confpi- 
rators, were killed much about the fame time, the former by 
Dolabclla, and the latter by his own flaves. 

Soon after Ofiavius’s promotion to theconlulfhip, Anthony and Oftavitis 9 
Lepidus arrived in Italy, and he met them near Mutina. Their Anthony , 
conference lafted three days, and ended in this agreement : and Lepi - 
I hot Odfavius Jhould reftgn the confuljhit) to Anthony’s friend dus meet. 
Ventidius : "That the fupreme authority fhould be divided between 
them three , and be kept by them for the [pace of five years , under Articles of 


the name of triumviri, and in quality of reformers of the common- their a- 
veealth. That they Jhould cavfe this authority to be confirmed by greement. 
the Roman people : That Anthony Jhould have all Gaul, except 
Narbonne, which Lepidus was to have , with Spain ; and that 
Octavius jhould have Africa, with Sicily and Sardinia : That 
Italy, and the eajlern provinces which were pofjejjed by Brutus 
and Caffius, Jhould for a zuhile remain in common : That An¬ 
thony and Odtavius Jhould immediately join their forces, and 
make war upon Brutus and Caffius, whiljl Lepidus, with four 
legions , fluid at Rome, to maintain the authority of the triumvi- The ie- 
rate there. Thus did thefe three men, as Plutarch obferves, conc \ tr i~ 
divide the empire of the world between them, as if it had umvirace. 
been their paternal inheritance. They farther agreed, not 
only that all their enemies fhould be cut off, but, as they Their 
had occafion for immenfe fums of money to carry on their profenp- 
defigns, thofe alfo who were poffeffed of great riches, or tx0: 's- 
who were thought to retain the leaft fpark of zeal for their 
antient laws and liberties. The fate of Cicero caufed th 


greateft conteft on this occafion. Anthony infilled that his 
name fhould be fet down in the fatal lift. ORavins en¬ 
deavoured to fave him, but at laft gave him up, on Anthony s 
confenting to facrifice his uncle Lucius , and Lepidus his bro¬ 
ther Paidus. The lift of the others, whom the triumvirs 
doomed to die, was foon drawn up, each of the tyrants 
fetting down the names of his particular enemies, and even 
of the enemies of his creatures. Three hundred of the fena- 
torian, and about two thoufand of the equeftrian rank, were 
proferibed ; and the articles of this wicked confederacy being 
iworn to, Ofiavius and Anthony joined their armies. Thus 
was concluded the fecond triumvirate, which gave the 3 ail 
blow to the liberty of Rome. 

The 
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Thd 


Rome , toeether with the firft 


publifhed, and lent to 


demned to die, and fome companies of foldiers to put the 
orders of the triumvirs in execution. The foldiers arrived 
in the evening, before the decree, and meeting four of the 
proscribed perfons in the ftreets, immediately put them to 
death. Others were maffacred in their houfes, feveral in 
the temples, and in an inftant the whole city was filled with 
horror and confufion. As the lift of the proferibed perfons 
was not yet made public, every one feared for himfelf, and 
the terror became general. Some, in the height of their 
defpair, refolving to involve the whole city in their ruin, fet 
fire to it in feveral places. Early the next morning, a lift 
of the proferibed, containing the names of only feventeen 
perfons, was fet up in a public place, together with the 

decree of the triumvirs. 

The entry During thefe alarms, the triumvirs* at the head of their 
of the tri- united forces, advanced towards Rome , and entered it on 
umvirs three different davs : Oflavius on the firft, Anthony on the 

. ^ i ' 1 t * 1 1 f .V _ . . . 1 • 


\\itoRome, fecond, and Lep'tdus 


of them being at- 


The 


tended with his praetorian cohort and one legion 
ftep they took after their arrival was, to get a law paffed by 
the people, invefting them with the authority they had 
ufurped ; after which, 0 flavins refigned the confulfhip to 
Ventidius ; and thefe three tyrants, now looking upon them- 
felves as lawful magiftrates, added daily to the lift of the 
proferibed, till the number amounted to three hundred fena- 
tors and above two thoufand knights, making it death to 
conceal or help any one of them, and offering large rewards 
to whoever difeovered or killed them. Nothing but cries 
and lamentations were heard through all the city: the ftreets 
were covered with dead bodies, and the heads of the moft 
illuftrious of Rome, were expofed upon thte rojira. The 
common price of the head of a proferibed perfon brought 
to the triumviri, was ten thoufand fefterces, if done by a 
freeman, and half as much if done by a Have, with the free- 

_ - . x-v ^ , /• « 11 r r _fl. .1 1- 


dom of the city. Of thofe 
'Brutus in Macedonia , for 
)f all to young Pompey 
rery powerful at fea. 


ificius in Aft 


The death 


n 

x 


Anthony 


i 


.. j _ # Tufadum, from whence h< 

got on board a fhip, with defign to pafs over into Macedo 
nia , and join Brutus ; but not being able to endure the fea 
he returned to land, faying, He would die in his own country, 
which he had Jo often preserved. He came to a final! village 
about a mile from the lhore,. where his fervants, finding that 
he was purfued, put him again into his litter, and were car¬ 
rying him back to the fhip. when the affaffins overtook 


them. 


Cicero ordered his litter to be fet down, and quietly 

ftretchea 
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ftrctchcd out his neck to Popilius Lena , the tribune, whofe 
j ie he had formerly faved by his eloquence. _ Lena cut off 
head; and, by Anthony's particular direction, his right 
h'mtl with which he had written the Philippics , and imme- 
uiately haftened to Rome , and prefented. them to Anthony , 

jj 0 was holding an affembly for the election of magiftrates. 

The cruel tyrant no fooner beheld them, than he cried out, 
in a tranfport of joy, Now let there be an end of all our pro- 
jiriptionsl Live , Romans, live in fafety\ you, have nothing 
more to fear. The head and hand were fee up in the forum , 
vvhere the people could not, without horror, fee thofe fad 
remains of a man who had fo often triumphed in that very 
place by the force and charms of his eloquence. Thus fell, 
in the fixty-third year of his age, the greateft orator that the 
world ever produced ; a man , who y to ufe CeefaP s words, 
obtained a laurel as much above all triumph , as it was more glo¬ 
rious to extend the bounds of the Roman learnings than thofe of the 
Roman empire. 

The triumvirs having now almoft glutted their revenge, be- Rapaci- 
gan to think of raifing the neceffary fums for carrying on the ous ava- 
war againft Brutus and Cajfius , which they eftimated at two rice of the 
hundred thoufand talents. In order to this, they daily iffued triumvirs, 
out new profcriptions againft the richeft citizens of Rome, 
caufed them to be murdered, and feized on their eftates. 

They loaded the people with moft grievous taxes; feized 
all the gold and filver they could lay hands on, whether be¬ 
longing to Romans or to ftrangers, and drew up a lift of four¬ 
teen hundred of the richeft ladies of Rome , mothers, daugh- The Wa¬ 
ters, relations, or any way allied to thofe they had proscribed, man we- 
and taxed them all moft exceffively. The ladies applied to men taxed 
the female relations of the triumviri for relief; but that not 
fucceeding, they went in a body to the tribunal of thofe ma¬ 
giftrates, and demanded to be heard. Hortenfa , the daughter 
of Hortenfius , a very famous orator, fpoke with fuch bold- 
nefs, that the triumvirs, fearing fome fudden tumult, or¬ 
dered their li&ors to drive away all the women: but the peo¬ 
ple crying out againft fuch violence, they adjourned the affair 
to the next day, when, to appeafe the multitude, they re¬ 
duced the number of the ladies to four hundred; but, at the 
fame time, taxed above one hundred thoufand men. The 
triumviri then aflembled the few fenators they had left alive, 
and entering the fenate-houfe, declared. That the profcription 
ms at an end . Lepidus endeavoured to j uftify their paft pro¬ 
ceedings, and affured the fenators. That he would give them no 
farther caufe of complaint .* but O&avius openly declared, That 
he fill referved to himfelfthe liberty of pmifhing the guilty. The 
triumvirs then, of their own authority, without fo much as The txL 
afleinbling the people, appointed their collegue M. Mmilius umvirs 
Lepidus to be one of the confuls for the following year; and appoint 
joined with him L. Munatius Plane us ; and, after filling up *he great 
all the other great offices in the fame manner, for feveral en- officers. 

fumg 
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fuing years, with creatures of their own, Anthony and 0&y- 
7nus divided the money and troops between jhcm, and fet out 

cni- 
f 


on their expedition againft Brutus and CaJJius. Anthony 


barked at Brtindufttmi , and Octavius at Rhegium ; and both o 
them landed at Dyrracbium. 

Year of The confpirators had now made a confiderable progrefs in 
Romey 12. the Eaft; and CaJJius, having poflefled himfelf of alf Syria 
Progrefs thought of invading Egypt, where Cleopatra had declared for 
of the con- the triumvirs, and was ready to join them with a powerful 
fpirators fleet. But he was recalled by Brutus , upon the news that 
intheEaft. Anthony and Cafar were upon their march with forty legions, 

of which eight had already palled the Ionian fea. Oijjius 
therefore leaving Syria to his brother’s fon with one legion, 
fent a party of horfe into Cappadocia, to kill Ariobarzancs, and 
levy great lums on his fubjeefs ; and, after feveral other fe- 
vere exactions, he joined Brutus at Stnyrna , where they con- 
luited about the prefent war, and agreed to begin by reduee- 
ing the Rhodians and Lycians. This expedition was fcon 
completed, and extraordinary contributions railed. The 
Rhodians were plundered of almoft all they had; and the 
inhabitants of Xanthus, after an obftinate refiftance, fet fire 
to their city, and deftroyed themfelves with it. Brutus and 
CaJJius met again at Sardis , from whence, after feveral con- 
fultations, they refolved to march againft Anthony and Otia- 
vius. Here it was that Brutus is reported to have fecn a 


ghoft or fpedtre in his tent. 

This memorable ftory is thus related by Plutarch , Floras, 


A fpeiftre 

appears to an d Appian. As Brutus, according to his ufual cuftom, was 
Brutus. " ' * * ’ 1 ’ ’ - ’ ’ 


fitting" "one night, late, alone, and very thoughtful, in 
his tent, with only a dim light burning by him, all being 
filent in the camp, and efpecially about his tent, he heard, 
on a fudden, an unufual noife at the door, which at the 


fame time flew open. Cafting his eye towards the place from 


whence the noife came, he law a huge and frightful figure 
advancing towards him, which he undauntedly addrelfed, 
faying, What art thou ; a god, or a man ? andfor what rcafon 
romejt thou hither? I am, replied the fpirit, thy evil genius, 
Brutus : thou jhalt fee me again at Philippi. Brutus boldly 
anfwered. Well, / will fee thee there: upon which the appari¬ 
tion vanifhed. He immediately called his fervants, who all 
told him, that they had neither fecn nor heard any thing. He 
continued watching all the reft: of the night, and, as foon 
as it was day, went to give an account of what had hap¬ 
pened to Cajfius ; who, as he had been brought up in the 
principles of the Epicurean philofophy, aferibed the vi- 
fion wholly to the weaknefs of his fenfes, and the force 
of imagination, which eafily moves and varies tinto all 
manner of ideas. This he maintained by the example of 
dreams; where the fancy, forming different images, affe&s 
the organs of the body after the fame manner as they would 
be moved by outward objects. But that there is any fuch thing 
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c! foiriis and demons, continued he, let us not believe ; ?nuch 
l-fs tbat fpirits can have human jloape, voice-, or any power over 
■Jr. though I could earneftly wijh it was fo, that we might not only 
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rely upon the greatnejs of our forces, but likewife on the affijlance 
cf thofe immortal beings who could not but be favourable to a caufe 
jj jttjl and facred as ours is. This difeourfe fatisfied Brutus, 

Vho fhortly after pafied over into Thrace, and fo to Philippi, 
a city between that country and Macedonia, near which the 
forces of the triumviri were pofted. 

The whole world now waited the event of a battle which Thear- 
was to decide the fate and fortune of the Roman empire, mies of 
The army of the confpirators confided of nineteen legions the con- 
and twenty thoufand horfe ; and that of the triumviri of the fpirators 
fame number of legions, but much better difeiplined, and andmum- 
thirtcen thoufand horfe. Brutus and Cajfius encamped on a viri meet, 
high ground near the fea, whereby they were plentifully fup- 
plied with all forts of provifions. The other party was 
greatly diftrefled for want of neceflaries, having only Mace- 
dmia and Tbe [July open to them; for Pompey, Marcus, and 
Ahmobarbus , had, with their fleets, cut of all communication 
with Africa, Spain, and Italy. This made Anthony extremely 
defirous of coming to a battle, which Cajfius as carefully 
avoided, though Brutus was much for it, faying, he was im¬ 
patient to put an end to the miferics of mankind, by a glorious vic¬ 
tory, or a glorious death. At laft Anthony, with great labour, 
made a way through a large fen, and Cajfius threw up works 
againft him, which, with the foldiers cagernels to fight, 
brought on a general engagement, though much againft CaJ- 
f.us' s will, who declared. That he was forced, in the fame man¬ 
ner as Pompey was, to expofe the liberty of the Roman people to 
the hazard of a battle. In the morning, juft before the adtion, 

Cajfius afked Brutus, What he intended to do, if Fortune jhould 
prove their enemy ? When I was young, anfwered Brutus, 1 con¬ 
demned the death of Cato, and maintained, that fuch a way of 
avoiding dif graces, was an impious attempt againftHeaven which 
font than : but now I have altered my opinion, and a?n refolved , 
if we are unfucccfsful in this laft Jiruggle, no longer to prefei-vc a 
life which / devoted to the fervice of my country on the ides of 

and which I have ever ftnee enjoyed with liberty and ho¬ 
nour. At thefe words Cajfius fmiledj and, tenderly embracing 
him, Now, faid he, we may boldly venture againjl the enemy ; 
fir cither we ourfelves Jhall conquer, or have no caufe to fear 
thofe who do. 

The forces of the triumvirate were commanded by Anthony The flrft 
alone, Oflavius being fick. Brutus, feconded by Meffala, battle of 
commanded the right wing of the army of the republicans, Philippi . 
and attacked the left wing of their enemies with fuch fury, 
that they bore down all before them, and penetrated to the 
very camp of 0 flavins, who had juft been carried to An¬ 
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Anthonv, in his turn, opened bimfelf a paflhge 


through the left wing of the republicans commanded by Caf- 





-/£ 6 


C ajjhi. 

death. 


The fpec 

ire ap¬ 
pears 
;?^ain to 

O 

B) uttiS, 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

fins, and, purfuing his advantage, foon became mafler of his 
camp. Cajjius retreated to a hill not far oft, expecting the 
event of the battle on Brutus's fide, Whilft he was there 
perceiving a body of horfe make towards him, and not being 
able to dtftingnilh, by reafon of the great duft, whether 
they were friends or enemies, he font Titinnius to reconnoi¬ 
tre them. Titinnius was received with great joy, for they 
were friends coming with tidings of victory i but he ilaid fo 
long with them, that Cajjius, fearing Brutus had been de¬ 
feated, and his friend taken prifoner, cried out, Alas] to 
to pro feme the remainder of a inferable life , I have ruined m 
hejl friend. At thefc words he retired into his tent, anil 
either killed himfclf, or made his freed man kill him. Ti¬ 
tinnius arrived immediately after, and, accufmg himfelf of 

the caufe of Cajjius’s death by his delay, ftabbed 
himfelf and fell upon the body of his friend. 

Brutus was extremely grieved at the death of Cajjius, whom 
he called the laft of the Romans. He ordered his body to be 
removed out of light, and buried privately, left his army 
ftiould be too much deje&ed ; but could not help faying to 
his friends, Thai he thought Caftius happy in being beyond the 
reach ofthofe misfortunes which remained for them to fuff er. F 
fome little time he avoided fighting, hoping to ftarve his ene¬ 
mies, who were now in extreme want of provifions, their 
fleet having lately been defeated ; but at laft the eagernefs of 
his foldiers, and his fear of a general defertion if he delayed 
it any longer, forced him to hazard a fccond battle. We 
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defeated. 
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told, that the fpeclre which he faw before, appeared to him 
again the night before this decifivc a&ion, hut laid nothing 
now. Whatever melancholy apprehenftons he had upon 
him, he encouraged his men as much as poftible, promifin 
them the liberty of plundering Lacedcmon and Thcjfalonica: an 
when the battle began, the eagernefs of both lides made them 
throw alldc their miffive weapons, and betake themfclves im¬ 
mediately to their fwords, lighting a long time with prodi¬ 
gious fury, till at laft Brutus’s party was borne down by 
main force, and intirdy defeated. Brutus fled to a hill hard 
by, and there remained all night; and when, in the morn- 

he found no way of efcaping, he faid, with a chearful 
countenance, to the few friends that were with him, That 

« . « t • ^ t T 1 4 t Y * 




If as much happier than an\ cf 
trs, face iie jhoul'l enjoy the reputation, which always folio 
tue , and which tyranny and iuju/tice would never deferve. 
befeeching his friends to provide for their own fafety, and 

}peel A nthony and Octavius, fntisfed with his 


Then, 


death , 




Id purf 


’ Jfl 


two or three only of his particular friends; of which number 
was Straio , whom he eaineftly conjured to give him the laft 

teffimony of his affection, by performing that friendly office 

which all others had declined. He too being as unwilling as 

ft, Bmius called one of his Haves ; upon which Strata 

cried 


th 
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cried out, Forbid , ye gods , it fvould ever be J'aid, that Brutus The death 
died by the hand of a jlave for want of a friend ; _ and preferred of Brutus, 
the point of his fword to Brutus , who threw himfelf upon it, 

and expired immediately. 

Thus fell Brutus in the forty-third year of his age, and 
■with him fell the liberty of Rome . The conquered troops 
fubmitted, and the triumvirs eftablifhed, on the ruins of the 
republic, the authority they had ufurped, and became matters 
of the whole Roman empire, Sicily alone excepted, which was 
ftill held by Sextus , the fon of Pompey the Great; but the op- 
poittion they met with from him was not confiderable. 

V The firft days after the vi&ory were employed by the tri¬ 
umviri in punifhing their enemies. Anthony facrificed Hor- 
tenfius to the memory of his brother Cains ; Livius DruJ'us , 
the father of that Livia who was afterwards married to Ofta- 
vius , killed himfelf in his tent; and Quintilius Vents , after 
having adorned himfelf with all the enfigns of the honours 
and dignities he had borne, chofe rather to die by the hands 
of his freedman, than be expofed to the infults of his mer- 
cilefs enemies. Octavius , on this occafion, betrayed a cruelty 
unworthy of a Roman. He fent the head of Brutus to Rome , Cruelty 
to be thrown at the feet of his uncle’s ftatue. His afhes Q f Oda- 
were fent to his wife Porcia , Cato’s daughter, who, it is fuid, v j us 
killed hcrfclf by fwallowing burning coals. He condemned 
a fenator and his fon to draw lots for their lives; but they both 
refufed it, the father voluntarily giving himfelf up, and the 
fon ftabbing himfelf before his face. To another, who begged 
of him to have the rites of burial, he anfwered. That he would 
Join be at the difpofal of the crows. Thefe bitter words and 
rigorous punifhments rendered him odious as well as terrible 
to all the prifoners that were brought before him. 

After the triumviri had glutted their revenge, they began 
to confider how they could beft eftablifh their authority, and 
extirpate thofc who ftill ftood up in defence of their liberties; 
for Pompey was ftill in pofteflion of Sicily ; Dcmitius Ahenobar- 
bus , and Statius Murcus , Brutus’ s two admirals, commanded 
two powerful fleets ; the former on the coafts of Macedon , the 
latter in the Ionian lea; and Caffius Parmenfis , one of the con- 
fpirators, had a great fleet, and was at the head of a confi¬ 
derable army in Afia. They agreed, that Anthony fhould un¬ 
dertake the fettling of the Laft, and raifing money there to 
reward the foldiers ; and that Oftavius fhould lead the vete- who re¬ 


ran troops back into Italy, to put them in pofieffion of the turns to 
lands which had been promil'ed them; and likewife to drive Italy . 
young Pompey from his retreat, which ferved for an afylum 
to all the zealous republicans. 

Anthony firft vifited Greece , where his affability and gene- 
rofity, particularly at Athens , gained him the hearts of all. 
from thence leaving Marcus Ccnforinus to command in that 

country, he pafled over into Afia with all his troops. There 

all 
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all the princes of the Eafl, who acknowledged the Roman 
power, came to make their court to him ; fome bringing pre- 
fonts, and others their wives and daughters, who ftrove 


ve 

which ihould appear moft charming in his eyes. This 
crowd of fovereigns, who conftanily attended him with their 
The be- P ra ifes and fubmiilions, moft ag- crably foot’ned his voluptu- 
haviour of ous ambitious temper. He pardoned all thofe of Bru- 
Jnibonv iuss P art y» who furrendered themfelvcs to him, except Pc~ 
to t he y tronius , who was one of the confpirators : and ffuintus, who 

G-cch was Cnarged with betraying Dolabella to Coffins in Laodicea. 

But then he {tripped feveral rich citizens of their eftates to 
gratify his flatterers and bufl'oons ; and affembling the depu¬ 
ties of all the fubjects of the Remans in thofe parts, in a fet 
ipeech he infilled upon his neceflities and their duties ; and 
thereby fqueezed out of the inhabitants almoft all the money- 
that Brutus and Coffins had left them. After this, he went a 
progrefs through the provinces of Afia^ giving every where 
proofs of gcnerolity and good nature. He pardoned Lucius , 
brother to Coffins , and feveral other of his enemies in thofe 
parts ; hut ( pared in me that had any hand in Cafar' s death. 

On his arrival in Cilicia , be fent Dellius into Egypt , to fum- 
mon Cleopatra to appear before him, and give an account of 
, her conduct during the war; for, though flic had afiifled 
Dol.ibdla , yet Serapion , her lieutenant in Cyprus , had joined 
Brutus and Coffins , which the triumvirs had taken much 
amifs, confidering what fhe owed to the memory of Crji/r. 
Dcllius’s perfuafion, and her confidence in her own charms, 
t-afily determined her to go in perfon to Anthony, whofe heart 

Arriving at the mouth of 
the river Cydnus, fhe embarked in a veil'd whofe ftern was of 
gold, the fails of purple filk, and the oars of filver, which 
gently kept time to a concert of excellent mufic. The 
queen was laid under a canopy of cloth of gold, adorned 
like Venus rifling; out of the flea, with lovely children playing 
about her like Cupids, fanning her, and her women habited 
like Nereids and Graces, leaning negligently on the fidesand 
flirouds of the vefl'el. The flweets that burned around her 
perfumed the banks of the river, which were covered with 
n infinite number of people, who ran with fuch eagernefs 
to flee this fight, that Anthony , who was mounted on a throne 
to make a fhew of majefty, was quite deferted. Anthony de- 
Tr . . fired her to land and flup with him, but file defired his com- 
tna m.er- p an y p a -{p on board her galley. The fumptuous elegance with 
view with h e vvas entertained there, was fuch that, when herer 

Cleopatra. £ Urne d the compliment the next day, lie found it impoilible 

to equal, or even approach, her talk: and magnificence. 
After fome time fpent in mutual compliments, Cleopatra told 

him, She came not thither to clear her I clf\ but to be rccompencetl 
for the ('rent ferviccs jhe had done to him and C re far, in ajft/ling 
Dolabcila, and commanding a feet in perfon in jpite of C a fit us 


fhe made no doubt of gaining. 
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and his party. This interview proved fatal to Anthony. 
longer matter of himfelf, he, from this moment, entertained 
a naffion for her, which was the caufe of all the future mif- 

_ hi n 1 1 fo TPHc o fit-, n «rn ...._ a ___ .1 _ -i 


Egypt 
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enfuing year in all the delights and pleafures his wanton 
heart could wiih, or that luxuriant nation furnifh. 

Whilft Anthony was thus wholly taken up with Cleopatra , Year of 
Octavius was very bufy in fettling the affairs of Italy, and di- Romeji$ 
vicling the promifed lands among the veterans. This was 
extremely difficult, and very dangerous; for as the public 
treafury was quite exhaufted, and he could not poffibly raife 
money enough to fatisfy the troops, it became abfolutely 
neceflary for him to give up feveral towns allotted for their 
recompence. The inhabitants of thofe unhappy towns flocked 

daily in great multitudes to Rome ; and vaft numbers of 
women, with children in their arms whofe tender years and 
innocence drew compaflion from every one, filled the tem¬ 
ples and public places with their cries and lamentations. 

The people of Rome talked very freely and boldly, and OSla - 
vius heard their munnurings with a diffimulation peculiar to 
himfelf. He borrowed what money he could ; but finding 
that not fufficient, he at laft broke through all difficulties, 
and, purfuant to his firft defign, gave his foldiers lands and 
other places fer their inheritance. The rich city of Cre¬ 
mona, which had been attached to the intereft of Brutus , 
fuvfcred exceedingly in 
Mantua 


this iniquitous diftribution; and 


to the mercy of the ungovernable foldiery, had more than her 
fhare in thefe misfortunes. The prince of the Lathi poets 
had like to have perifhed on this occafion by the hand of a 
centurion named Arrius , who purfued him with his drawn Virgil in 
fword, for daring to difpute with him the pofleffion of his great dan- 
fmall eftate on the banks of the Mhicio ; and would have ger of be- 
deprived the world of the greateft poet Italy ever produced, ingkilled, 
had he not happily efcaped by fwimming crofs a river. To 
this adventure Virgil feems to have owed his farther reputa¬ 
tion and advancement; for it put him upon going direftly 
to Rome , where his extraordinary talents recommended him goes to 
to Maecenas and Afinius Pollio , by whofe intereft he obtained Rome. 
the reftitution of his farm, which is the fubje& of that excel¬ 
lent eclogue, the firft of his Bucolics , he being then about 
twenty-eight years of age. 

_ Anthony' swife, Fidvia , knowing that nothing but a war in Fufaia 
Italy could force her hufband from Cleopatra's arms, refolved quarrels 
to try every method which her rage and jealoufy could withCXSte- 
brompt to bring him back. To this end fhe applied to her •vius, and 
brother-in-law Lucius , who was then conful, and who, be- kindles ’a 
ing under great obligations to her, and difliking Octavius's war in 
proceedings, readily came into her defignsof quarreling with Italy. 
him. Many plaufible pretences, of which there could be no 

Vol. IV. U want 
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want in fuch unfettlcd times, were made ufe of. Rome and 
all Italy, were in great mifery : provilions were extremely 
dear, by Pompcy’s preventing all fuppiies from abroad; and 
at home the troops confirmed the whole produce of the land 

remitted a thoul’and diforders. Fulvia and Lucias tnnl- 


and comm 


advantage of thefe misfortunes to fire the foldiers and people 
again ft (Jflavius , who, on his fide did his utmoft to calm 
them; heard their complaints with patience, and promifed 
to redrefs their grievances. An open rupture foon enfued. 
The veterans who had ferved under Anthony , complaining 
that Octavius had favoured his own men in thediftribution of 
the lands, together with fuch of the Italians as had been 
driven from their antient inheritances, fided with Fulvia and 
Lucius ; whilft the friends of the late didftator, and thole 
legionaries who were fatislied with the lands fallen to their 
fhare, took part with Oflavins. Lucius was forced to retire 

Pcra/i to Perufa, a ftror.g city of Hetruria , where he was clofely 

befieged by Octavius. Ventidius and Afidius, two of Anthony’s 

commanders, attempted in vain to relieve the town, which, 
being at laft reduced to the utmoft miferies of famine, Lu¬ 
cius came out, furrendered himfelf to 0 flavins, and, with 
great earneltnefs, interceded for his poor foldiers, be 
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that his punifhment might attone for their offences. 
vius received him kindly, and generoully pardoned all his 
men. The town was defigned to be plundered ; but one of 
the chief inhabitants, called Maccdonicus , in a violent rage 
fet fire to his houfe, and burned both himfelf and the whole 


city 


Ventidius and the reft made no refiftance ; fo that this 


merit a, triun 


"bat, whenever any general Jbould, for the 
:pb, Octavius Jbould have a Jbare in bis 


The Par- 

t hia ns 

over-run 

Syria. 


dangerous war was ended in a few months, Pompey taking 
but fmall advantage of it. 0 flavins entered Rome in trium¬ 
phal robes, and crowned with laurel: public feafts were ce¬ 
lebrated for feveral days together; and it was decreed by the 
fenate and people. That 
future, 
honour . 

Whilft Oflavins was fettling his affairs in Italy with all the 
fkill and addrefs of an able politician, Anthony was palling his 
time inglorioufly at Alexandria, thinking of nothing but the 
enjoyment of his pleafures ; when he received the news that 
his brother had been defeated, that his wife and all his friends 
had left Italy, and that Oflavins had made himfelf mafterof 
all Gaul, and of the legions quartered therein. From ano¬ 
ther part he received advice, that the Partbians, under the 
command of Pacorns , their king’s fon, affiffed by Labienus and 
Barzapbarnes, had made themfelves mailers of Syria, and 
facked Jerufalcm. Upon this,’ Anthony, recovering, as it 

from his lethargic indolence, refolved at length to leave 
r a, and march forthwith again ft the Partbiar.s.- With 
this view, having got together two hundred Ihips, and acon- 


were 


fiderable army, he failed to Pyr: but letters which he found 

on his arrival there from his wife Fulvia , and his friends, de- 
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termined him topodpone his Parthian exped>: ion, and to re¬ 
turn immediately to Italy. In his way thither, he met Fid - Anthony 
via at At hem, where he blamed her and his brother Lucius returns to 
for occasioning the late diforders ; and learned from her, Italy, 
that ORavius, after putting away her daughter Clodia , had 
lately married Scribonia , the filler of Libo ; Pompey' s father-in- 
law/ ORavius , politic in all he did, hoped by this to gain an 
alliance with Por/ipey , whofe fhipping he much wanted. 

Anthony , fufpedting ORavins, advanced towards Italy , with¬ 
out Ihewing the lead concern for Fulvia , whom he left Tick 
at Sicyon, where Ihe died of grief foon after. Domitius Ahe- 
mbarbus , the republican admiral, met him upon the Ionian 
i'ea, and, indead of oppofing him, delivered up to his fleet 
and forces. Anthony then failed to Bruntlufium , where the 
garrifon, confiding of five legions, which Octavius had placed 
there, refufed him admittance. Upon this, Anthony blocked and lays 
up the place, and prevailed on Pompcy to join him in attack- fiege to 
ing Italy. O Ravi us marched diredtly to Brunditjium , where Brundu - 
the old foldiers being unwilling to fight againd Anthony , he Jium . 
was obliged to hearken to an accommodation, which was at 
length brought about by Cocceius , Pollio , and Meccmas. This 
dangerous breach being made up, and all offences and affronts 
mutually forgiven, a marriage was propofed between Anthony 
and 0 Ravins 's half-filler (JRavia , the widow of Marcellas. 

Though the queen of Egypt had fo large a lhare in Anthony's 
heart, yet this match was no fooner propofed to him, than 
he agreed to it with inexpreliible fatisfadlion, at lead in ap¬ 
pearance. After this, the two triumvirs had an interview, His agree- 
in which they made a new partition of the Roman empire; ment with 
by virtue whereof, all wellward of Codropolis , a town of 11 - Octavius, 
lyricum , was to obey 0 Ravins ; and all eallward of it, An¬ 
thony. Africa was left to Lepidus , whofe authority declined 
daily. Anthony was to make war upon the Parthians , and 
0 flavins upon Pompey , if he refufed to fubmit upon reafon- 
able conditions. Italy was to be common to both the trium¬ 
virs, for the raifing of forces to carry on thefe wars; and 
Oflavius was to pardon Domitius , and all w r ho had borne 
arms againd him in the war of Pcrufta. The two generals, He mar- 
thus reconciled, marched together to Rome , where the mar- ties Ofla~ 
riage between Anthony and ORavia was folemnized with great vius's fif- 
magnilicence. ter. 

in confequence of this agreement, Anthony fent Ventidius 
into Ajia againd the Parthians . But, in the mean time, 
great trouble arofe at home. Pompey blocking up all the Rome in 
ports of Italy with his numerous fleets, Rome was reduced great di- 
to the utmod extremity for want of provifions, efpecially ftrefs. 
corn, which was become fo dear that the people were ready 
to llarve. Anthony thereupon prelfed his collegue, either to 
come to an accommodation with Pompey , or oblige him, by 
a vigorous war, to recall his Ihips, ana leave the fea open 
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for trade. 


The peo- 


Pompey hav¬ 
ing lately taken from him the lilands ot Sardinia and Corfica: 
but, as he wanted money to carry it on, with Anthony's ap. 
probation he laid two taxes on all the inhabitants of Rome 
and Italy ; the one of two drachmas and an half for every 
Have; tne other on all legacies. This fo provoked the po¬ 


pulace, already pinched with hunger, that they rofe inoppo- 
ple rife, htion to thefe ediCts, afiaulted Ofiavius in the forum , and 

would have torn him in pieces, had not Anthony haftened to 


Agree- 


body of troops. At length, Anthony , 
Oftavius, and Pompey , came to an interview; in which. 


ment be- 5 * amone other articles, it was agreed. That Pompey Ihould 
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that Pelop 


t .veen the 
trinmvirs 
and Pom- 


py 


nefus fhould be yielded to him; that he fhould 
vilege of demanding the confulfhip 

difcharging that office by any of his friends ; that he fhould 
leave the tea open, and pay the people what corn was due 
from Sicily ; and, that all the profcribed perfons, except 
fuch as were guilty of Cafar' s death, fhould have liberty to 

return. 

All civil wars being now etided for a while, Oftavius, to 
Romej14. keep his troops in discipline, fent fome of them into Illyri- 
Anthony cum , and led the reft into GW, wherefome difturbances had 


Year of 


marches broke out. 


againft 


Eaft. 


into the thians , whom his lieutenant, Ventidius , had already dealt 

with fo effectually, as fully to revenge the death of CraJJus y 
and retrieve the honour of the Roman name. Anthony there 
fettled the affairs of Syria ; made peace with Antiocbus y king 
of C.nmnvenp. who had aflifted the Parthians ; eftablifhed Da- 


Athens 


i Pontus , Pharnaces i n Idumaea , Herod in Judaea 
Pifidia , and Polemon in Cilicia ; and then retu 


New dif- 


luxury he could poffibly devife. 


between Pompey 


putes be- Oftavius ; the late treaty having only regulated their preten- 

ftons, but not their ambition. The apparent fubjeCt of their 
prefent quarrel was Peloponnefus , which had been ceded to 
Pompey . OSiavius pretended, that it could not be given up 
to him, till he difeharged the arrears due from that province 
to the republic before the treaty. Pompey , on the other hand, 
maintained, that they had yielded him that country free from 


tween 

Pompey 

and Octa 

<uius* 


all charges. 


Pompey 


ports of Italy 1 and reduced Rome to great diftrefs; and Gfta- 
vius prepared to invade Sicily with a powerful army, but 
wanted fhipping. This was, very unexpectedly, remedied 
by the revolt of Pompey s admiral Menas , who, being offended 
with his mafter for not revenging the death of fome of his 
friends, came over to Oftavius , with three legions and a nu¬ 
merous fleet which he commanded ; and likewife delivered 


Corfica and Sardinia 


was 
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was governor. Oflavius then put to Tea, to invade Sicily , but 
was beaten back by Pompey ; and foon after his fhips were Octavius 
extremely fhattered as they lay at anchor, and moft of his worfted at 
men caft away. Thefe misfortunes obliged him to fortify fea. 
the coafts of Italy , left Pompey ftiould attempt an invafion; 
and fend to Anthony for his affiftance. However, in the midft 
of all thefe cares, he ftill found time for love. The charms 
of Livia, the wife of Tiberius , made fo great an impreflion 
upon his heart, that he divorced Scribonia , whofe bad temper 
he was not able to bear; and, either by his intreaties or au¬ 
thority, made Tiberius quit Livia , whom he married, though He mar- 
then big with child, all the priefts allowing it. nesLivia. 

Anthony was now arrived at Brundufum with three hundred 
(hips: part of which, being of no ufe to him in his Parthian Year of 
expedition, he defigned to exchange with Oflavius for land Rome 716. 
forces. But this laft having received news of Agrippa' s quel- Anthony 
ing the Gauls^ and having alfo got together a good fleet of his arrives in 
own, would willingly have difpenfea with Anthony' s coming. Italy . 

He thought him already too powerful, and therefore, under 
various pretences, would fain have declined going to meet 
him. This fo offended Anthony , who had long been jealous 
of his collegue, that he could not help complaining bitterly 
of him. Oflavia generoufly undertook to mediate between 
them, and, with the afiiftance of Agrippa and Maecenas , hap¬ 
pily cleared up all mifunderftandings, and brought Oflavins 
to an interview with Anthony; in which the exchange which 
this laft delired, war made : and as the time which had 
been fixed for the duration of the triumvirate was almoft 
expired, they, of their own authority, without any regard to 
the fuftrages of the fenate or people, prolonged their power 
for five years more. Anthony departed for Syria , and Ofla¬ 
vins fet about making great preparations for his expedition 
againft Pompey. 

He refolved to invade Sicily in three different places at the Octavius 
fame time. Lepidus , whom he had fent for from Africa , was prepares 
to land at Lilyhacu?n y on the fouth of the ifland ; Statiliut Ta- for war 
rus, who was at Tarentum , on the eaft fide, at Cape Pachy- againft 
man ; and Oflavins himfelf on the weftern coaft, at Cape Poinpey t 
Pelorum ; whilft Agrippa , whom he had appointed comman¬ 
der in chief of his navy, was to cruize off Mylce , a city on 
the northern coaft. Maecenas , out of his natural levity, had 
already abandoned the party of Oflavius , and returned to 
Pompey. Oflavius' s fleet was again difperfed and greatly (liat- 
tered by a ftorm : but he refitted it with all poflible expedi¬ 
tion, and fent it out again under the command of Agrippa , 
who firft defeated Pompey at fea, then was worfted himfelf, 
and afterwards landed in Sicily twenty-one legions, two 
thoufand horfe, and five thoufand light-armed men. No¬ 
thing memorable happened on land ; but Pompey challenged 
his enemy at fea, and the offer being accepted, Agrippa to¬ 
ll 3 tally 
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tally defeated him, finking twenty-eight of his fhips, and 
i\i ely de- taking or deftroying the reft; fo that out of three hundred 
Lais him. and fifty, only feventeen efeaped. With thefe he fled towards 

n • t i t r* 


d in- 


Ajia, defigning to throw himfelf upon the mercy of Anthony, 
whofe mother Julia he had formerly received v. ith great civi- 




was now brought into fubjedtton. 


Pom- 
\jana, after 
all Sicily 


» 

Lepidus 


Oct ravins J , , . „ 

dilfcrs twenty-two legions and a ftrong body of cavalry under his 
with Le- command, pleafed himfelf with the ambitious thought of 
pidus, getting all Sicily into his hands, and even pretended a right 

to it, as having been firft invaded by him. Octavius fent to 
him, to complain of this proceeding ; but Lepidus haughtily 
anfvered. That he tveula not fuffer Octavius to take upon him 

the authority of the triumvirate. 


an equal right to 


all the i 

it. U] 

his em , . 

to his camp, attended with a ftrong body of horfe. 

Mcjjana 


--Q --- 

of Lepidus 


He no 
whom 


he had already f und means to corrupt, flocked to him, of¬ 
fering him their fen'ice. Lepidus , alarmed at this, fell upon 
Oflavins at the head of his’guards, killed his fhield-bearer 
dole by him, wounded him, and obliged him to retire. But 
the next day Lepidus had the mortification to fee himfelf 
abandoned by all his troops, who, with their enfigns dif- 
playcd, marched out of their camp in good order, to join his 
rival. The unhappy triumvir, thus forfaken, quitted all the 
marks of his authority, and, putting on a mourning robe, 
threw himfelf at the feet of his collegue,. and begged his life; 
which was granted him with his eitate; Oflavius defpifing 
him too much to take it from him. Suetonius fays he was 
bailifiled to Circeii , a fmall town on the coaftof Latium, and 
Year of there ended his lire in obfeurity and contempt. 1 hus the 
Lome 718. whole authority of the triumvirate devolved upon Anthony and 
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who is 
baniflied. 


Oflavius, who held the 
the former having all the 


Roman empire divided between them; 
ic eaft from the borders of lllyricum 
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Gulph, and the latter all the reft. Pompey 
was fhortly after killed in Phrygia by Anthony's order. 
Qcta*uius Octavius, after ftaying feme fhort time in Sicily, to fettle 
returns to affairs there, returned to Rome ; where he was received with 
Rome, all poflibie demonftrations of joy. The fenate, in a body, 

met him at the gates, and, followed by all the people crowned 
with garlands, conducted him to the capitol ; from whence, 
after he had returned thanks to the gods for the fuccefs of 
his arms, they attended him to his palace. The next day he 


affemfcled the Yen ate, and, in a ftudied ipeech, gave them an 
account of his expedition, and allured them, that he had 
undertaken lb mapv toils and dang 

than 


ers with no other view 
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than to reftore peace and tranquility to Rome. When he had 
ended his fpecch, he withdrew ; and the fenators, no longer 
j'wayed v/ith a love of liberty'-, but a fpiritof flavery, and the 
ineaneft flattery, decreed him fuch honours as he himfeif was 
alhamed to aflame. HoAvever, he gave leave for^eretScing his 
ftatue of gold in the forum , with this infeription, "1 c Qxcfox , f or 
having rejlored peace by fen and land ; and to appoint an annual 
feaft to he celebrated ’on the day he had overcome Pompcy. 
A triumph was decreed him, but he would have only an ova¬ 
tion : after which he afiembled the people, and having re¬ 
turned them thanks for the honour they had bellowed on him, 
he lefiened the taxes, and forgave thofe who had hired houfes 
of the public, all the rents they owed to the Treafury. As 
the city, as well as the.country, had been greatly infelled 
with thieves and robbers, duiing the late troubles, he ordered 
Sabinus , one of his lieutenants, to purfue and bring to jullice 
all of them that could be found in Italy and Sicily : and at the 
fame time he eftablilhed at Rome feveral companies for the 
guard of the city. By this means, peace and tranquility were 
reftored ; which, together with the plenty he procured, be¬ 
ing now mailer of Sicily , gained the affedlions of all the peo¬ 
ple to fuch a degree, that fome cities went even fo far as to 
ere£l altars to him, efpecially after one generous adtion, 
Avhich gave them a high opinion of his prudence and good 
nature. He had found, among Pcmpey s papers, a great many 
letters to him from fome o'f the chief men in the fenate. 
Thefe he brought into the forum , and, before all the people, 
threw them unopened into the fire, protelling, thut be fncri- 
jiced bis private refentments to the public good. At the fame time 
he folemnly declared, ‘That his intention was, to refign his au¬ 
thority as Joon as Anthony Jhould return from the Parthian war. 
This declaration, however -infincere, abfolutely gained him 
the hearts of the undifeerning multitude, who immediately 
chofe him tribune of the people for his life, hoping this new 
dignity might induce him to lay down the odious title of tri¬ 
umvir. He readily accepted the perpetual tribunelhip, which 
rendered his perfon facred and inviolable j but put off the 
fuppreflion of the triumvirate till Anthony 1 s return, fending 
Btbulus to him in the mean time, to inform him of his refo- 
lution. After this, Octavius left Rome, and marched againft 
tiie Illyrians , who had revolted. 

It was believed that the death of Pompey would have put 

an end to all civil war: but the unbounded ambition of Oc- 

% 

tavius and Anthony foon involved the Roman Hate in new tiou- 
Hes. Anthony’s paflion for Cleopatra , and the extravagant 
prefents of whole provinces which he made her, ferved Oc¬ 
tavius for a pretence to make war upon him in reality, to rid 
himfeif of a competitor fo formidable, both for his valour 
and the high reputation he had gained among the foldiery. 
Anthony had led Octavia into Italy , and palled into Syria , 
whither lie had invited Cleopatra , and gave her all Phoenicia , 
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Cado-Syria , Cyprus , and a great part of Cilicia, Arabia , and 


Anthony's Judma. Thefe profufe gifts much difpleafed the Roman peo- 
prodigali- pie, who daily published fcurrilous lampoons, cen Turing his 
ty offends condudt, and turning him into ridicule, on account of the 
tli t Roman fcandalpus life be led with Cleopatra. Soon after, he march- 


people 


ed againft the Parthians with an army which made all the 
pa ft tremble, but which ferved only to render his retreat 
more fhameful, as we have related in the hiftory of the 
Parthians. As all the misfortunes he met with in that fatal 
expedition were owing to his paffion for Cleopatra , which 
made him negledl the more proper mealures, to follow thofe 
only which might halien his return to her, the Romans were 
highly incenfea againft him. But what moll of all provo¬ 
ked them was, his taking Artabazes, king of Armenia , in the 
treacherous manner we have related in the hiftory of that 
Jcingdom, and leading him in triumph into Alexandria j the 
Romans looking upon the ceremony of triumphing as appro¬ 
priated wholly to their city. 

OSia<vius Oftavius took advantage of Anthony’s, impolitic copducft to 
Airs them exafperate the people Hill more againft him; and when he 
up againft found them fufficiently incehfed, he refolved to fend Oil avia 
him. to her hulband, that he might have a plaufible pretence to 

declare war againft him, if he fhould offer her the affront of 
fending her back without feeing her. Anthony was now at 
Leucopolis in Syria, waiting impatiently for the arrival of 
Cleopatra , who at laft came, with great quantities of cloaths 
for the foldiers, and a vaft fum of money ; at leaft Agithotvi 
gave her the honour of it, when he distributed it. Alrnoft 
at the fame time, Oftavia fent him word from Athens, where 
Ihe had flopped, that fhe had brought with her cloaths, 
arms, and horfes for his foldiers, with rich prefents for his 
friends and officers, and two thoufand chofen men well 
armed. This was very unwelcome news to Cleopatra, who, 
fearing the prefence of a virtuous rival, feigned a deep me¬ 
lancholy, abftained from food, fhed tears, and pradtifed 
every art that could excite Anthony’s tendernefs ; by which 
ihe prevailed fo far, that he laid afide his expedition againft 
Parihia, and fent Oft avia word to return to Rome. After 


Anthony 


this he went with Cleopatra to Egypt. 
This injurious treatment of Uftavi 


ftavia drew upon him the 


avain 


of- refentment of all the Romans, which was heightened by his 
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fends the behaviour immediately after at Alexandria , where, after feaft- 

ing all the inhabitants of that city with great magnificence, 
and caufing a throne of frlver to be eredted in the moll 


Roman 

people. 


public place, with two feats of gold, one for himfelf ami 
the other for Cleopatra, and lower feats at their feet for his 


children, he proclaimed Cleopatra queen of Egypt, Cyprus 


ifvica, and Ccdo-Syria, affociating with her Ccejario , the fon 
he had by 'Julius Cajar. To his own children by her he 
gave, to Alexander, tne eldefl, Armenia , Media , Parthia, and 
the reft of the eaftern provinces from the Euphrates to the 

Indus i 
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Jndus ; to Cleopatra , the twin-fifter of Alexander , Zy&zV? and 
Cyme", and to Ptolemy , whom he furnamed Philadelpbus , 

Phoenicia , 5 yrw, Cilicia , and all the countries of the LeJJer 
jr l(l f r om the Euphrates to the Hellefpont ; and he conferred 
oil each of them the title of AVarf ^ £/ 7 z?r. During this 
pompous ceremony, Cleopatra appeared dreffed like the god- 
defs Ip, and Anthony like the goa Ofir is. 

0 flavins, taking advantage of the general refentment Oflaviut 
againft Anthony , accufed him before the fenate and people, accufes 
of this and feveral other attempts highly injurious to the ma- himbefore 
jeify of the Roman empire ; upon which, Anthony fent fome the fenate. 
of his friends to Rome to plead his caufe, and accufe Ofla- 
>vius in his turn ; but this daft juftified himfelf to the entire 
fatisfacHon of the Romans. Oclavia ufed her utmoft endea¬ 
vours to bring about a reconciliation, but in vain, her ef¬ 
forts ferving only to incenfe the people ftill more againft 
Anthony, for his ill ufage of a lady of her extraordinary merit. 

Both fides refolved upon a war. Anthony ordered Canidius , Both fides 
one of his lieutenants, to march immediately with fixteen prepare 
legions to the coafts of the Ionian fea, and there keep him- for war. 
(elf in readinefs to pafs over into Europe at a day’s warning; 
whilft he himfelf haftened with ^Cleopatra to Ephcfus, where 
his lieutenants had got together eight hundred veflels, of 
which Cleopatra furnilhed two hundred, with twenty thou- 
fand talents, and provifions for all his forces. Anthony, by 
the advice of his friends, was going to fend Clepatra back 
into Egypt, there to wait the event of the war •, but fhe, 
fearing left a peace fhould be made in her abfence, and An¬ 
thony be again reconciled to Ofllavia, bribed Canidius to re- 
prefent to Anthony a number of inconveniences that her de¬ 
parture would occafion, and particularly the depriving him 
of the affiftance of the Egyptians , who were the heft part of 
his navy. Thefe counfels, and her own artful infinuations 
prevailed. 

Anthony and Cleopatra went together to Samos , to which Behaviour 
place all the kings, princes, and nations, from Egypt to the of Antho- 
Euxine fea, and from Armenia to Illyricum , were ordered to n y and 
fend men, arms, and provifion. At the fame time, it was Cleopatra 
profclaimed, that all ftage-players, dancers, fingers, buffoons, a t Samos . 
fcfr. fhould repair to the fame ifland ; fo that frequently, 
when a fhip was thought to come laden with foldiers, arms, 
and ammunition, it proved to be full of players, feenes, and 
machines ; and whilft all the reft of the world was in tears, 
and great dread of the approaching war, joy and all kind of 
pleafure reigned at Samos, as if they had abandoned all other 
places to reiide there. Thither each city within the limits 
of Anthony's government was ordered to fend an ox to be 
offered in facrifice, and the kings who accompanied him 
contended who fhould make the moft fumptuous entertain¬ 
ments j infomuch that the fpedtators could not help afking 

one 
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one another, IVhat rejoicings they would make after a viftorj, 
who , made fuch magnificent feajls before a dangerous war ? 

Anthony's ftay at Samos was very favourable to Oftavius 
who could make but fmall preparations for war, by reafou 
of the difcontent of all the Italian cities, occafioned by the 
heavy taxes laid upon them, and increafcd by the news of 
Anthony's approach with fuch formidable forces. But when 
they faw that all Anthony's parade tended only to fill the pub¬ 
lic places and theatres of Samos , Octavius found means to 
appeafe them, and put himfelf in a pofture of difputing the 
empire upon an equal footing with his enemies. A ftep 
which Anthony now took rendered him more odious than 
ever ; for having brought Cleopatra to Athens , and there 
heaped upon her greater honours than ever mortal had re¬ 
ceived before, he folemnly divorced Oftavia , and fent orders 
to Rome to drive her out of her houfe. Oft avia readily obey¬ 
ed, without murmuring, only lamenting her hard fate, in 
being made one of the caufes of a civil war. Several of his 
friends, unable any longer to bear with his diforders, aban¬ 
doned him, and went over to Oftavius, who having now 
got poftefiion of Anthony’s will, which had been lodged with 
the veftals at Rome, found therein new matter to complain 
of to the fenate and people ; Anthony having bequeathed 
raoft of the Roman provinces under his command to Cleopa¬ 
tra , and ordered, that wherever he fhould die, though at 
Rome itfelf, his body fhould be fent into Egypt to Cleopatra, 
to be buried as fhe fhould direiSh To this was added are- 
port, that Anthony defigned to give Rome to Cleopatra, if his 
arms were profperous, and to transfer the feat of the empire 
into Egypt. 

Oftavius now finding himfelf in a condition to encounter 
Anthony with equal forces, no longer delayed declaring war, 
but caufed it to be decreed only againft Cleopatra, for fear of 
provoking Anthony’s friends, who were ftill very numerous 
and powerful. However, Anthony was deprived of the con- 
fulate, and his government was taken from him, for fuller¬ 
ing himfelf to be ruled by a woman. The decree implied 
bclides, that Cleopatra had fo bewitched Anthony with her 
charms and potions, as to bereave him of his fenfes ; and 
that it was not he who was to manage the war againft the 
Romans, but Mardicon her eunuch, and Iras and Charmia , 
her women, who were now become Anthony's governors. 
All his followers were invited over with great promifes 
of rewards, but not declared enemies, partly to prevent 
their growing defperate, and partly to render Anthony more 
inexcufable in making war againft his country for the lake of 
an Egyptian woman. 

The forces of thefe two generals were anfwerabie to the 
empire they contended for, one drawing all the eaft,. and 

the other the weft to his party. All the feveral kings of 
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Ma, that were allies of the Romans , followed the fortune 
of Anthony, l'ome in perfon, others only with their troops, and An- 
all which, together with Anthony s forces, compofed an army thony, 
of an hundred thoufand foot, and twelve thoufand horfe ; 
and his fleet confifted of five hundred fhips of war, fome of 
which had eight, and fome ten banks of oars. As for Otta- 
vius , he had no foreign princes in his army, which amount¬ 
ed only to eighty thoufand foot, but was as ftrong in cavalry 
as the enemy’s. He had but two hundred and fifty fhips ; 
but they were lighter, better manned, and more convenient 
than Anthony's. 

As foon as the feafon would permit, both armies took the Anthony 
field, and the fleets put to fea. Anthony's fleet failed into encamps 
the gulf of Ambracia , between the iflands^ of Corcyra and Ce- at Actium, 
phalonia , and his army encamped at Allium , near his fleet, near his 
Whilft Anthony's fleet lay at anchor there, Offavius, croffing fleet, 
the Ionian fea, furprized Toryne , a fmall city near Actium, 
and appeared the next morning, at break of day, off Actium, 
with his fhips in order of battle. As Anthony's legions were 
not-yet arrived, he had but a fmall number of foldiers on 
board his fleet, and confequently muft have been defeated, 
had Octavius attacked him. But this laft, afraid to venture 
an engagement in that narrow paffage, Agrippa being abfent, 
flood off to fea. 


Octavius 's land-forces were encamped on the other fide of 
the mouth of the gulf of Ambracia . While he lay there, 
Anthony , who was well acquainted with the country, found 
means to cut off the water from his camp, which much 
diftreffed his army. In the mean time, the brave Agrippa 
ravaged the coafts of Greece , intercepted all the convoys that 
were coming to Anthony from Egypt, Syria , and Afia, ftormed 
feveral cities, and, in the fight of Anthony , made himfelf 
mafter of Lcucas , a fmall ifland near Actium , and of the fhips 
that were there. The cities of Mathona, Leucadia , Petr as, 
and Corinth fubmitted to him. He defeated Nafidius, 

whom Anthony had fent to flop the progrefs of his conquefts ; 
and as he was returning from the coafts of Greece, to join 
Octavius, he fell in with Socius, one of Anthony's admirals, 
who had juft put to flight L. Taurejius , whom Octavius had 
fent out with a numerous fquadron to watch the motions of 
the enemy. Agrippa attacked him, took fome of his fhips, 
lunk others, and difperfed the reft. Socius himfelf perifhed, 
and with him Tracondhmtus , king of Cilicia. At the fame 
time, a great body of Anthony's cavalry, commanded by 
himfelf, was defeated by a detachment of Octavius' s, under 
the command of Titius and Statilius ‘Taurus . Thefe advan¬ 
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tages re-animated Octavius's foldiers, brought feveral of An¬ 
thony's friends over to him, and made Anthony himfelf aban¬ 
don in the night the camp he had fortified over againft the 

enemy’s, and retire to Actium, on the other fide of the 
gulf. 

At 
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Among the perfons of diftin&ion who went over to Ofia- 
•vius on this occafion, were, the kings Amyntas and Deiotartu 
and Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus , the laft year’s coriful, who* 
notwithftanding his affe&ion to Anthony , could no longer bear 

the haughty and infolent behaviour of Cleopatra. The de- 
fertion of Domitius , whom Anthony looked upon as one of his 
bell friends. Hung him to the heart ; but, with his natural 
generofity, he fent after him all his equipage, friends, and 
Servants, which fo fenfibly touched Domitius , who, was fielc 
of a fever when he fled, that he died foon after, his diftem- 
per being increafed by the cutting refle&ion of having aban¬ 
doned a man who thus req uited his infideli ty wi th kindnefs only. 

At length Canidius arrived with the legions, and, feeing 
the danger near, changed his mind with relation to Cleopatra , 
whom he now advifed Anthony to fend back, and to go himfelf 
into Macedonia , where he might fight by land with fo much 
the more advantage, as Dicomcs , king of the Get#, was 
ready to join him with a great army. Anthony was much 
inclined to follow this advice ; but Cleopatra , whofe words 
were oracles with him, byafted him the other way, and 
obliged him, againft his own judgment, to hazard the em¬ 
pire and his life, in a fea-fight. This refolution being ta¬ 
ken, Anthony , knowing the effeminacy of the Egyptians , and 
fearing they would turn their backs as foon as the fight be¬ 
an, fet fire to all their Ihips, except fixty, which he left to 
erve as a guard for the queen ; and out of the fquadrons of 
his allies he chofe the beft gallies, from three ranks of oars 
to ten, and burnt the reft, for want of mariners to man them. 

Both fleets were now ready to engage ; but a violent 
ftorm, which continued for four days together, prevented 
them. On the fifth, the fea being calm, they advanced 
towards each other in good order. Gellius Publicola com¬ 
manded Anthony’s right wing, Ccclius the left, and Marcus 
Oflavins and Marcus jujleius the main body. On Oflavins’ s 
fide, Agrippa was placed in the centre, having Larius on his 
right, and Aruntius on his left. Anthony and Oflavius had 
no particular poft, but went each in a little veffel from one 
divifion to another, encouraging their men, and putting 
them in mind of their former exploits and victories* The 
largenefs of your Jhips , faid Anthony to his men, gives you an 
opportunity of fighting as firmly as on dry land. From your valour 
1 expefl this day the empire of the worlds and you may depend 



upon rewards anfwerable to Jo noble a conquejl. Oflavius gave 
no lefs hopes to his foldiers, and ended his fpeech with fay¬ 
ing, The enemy’s vefiels are laden indeed , but not manned ; and 
if they exceed us in multitudes of men , we furpafs them in number 
of foldiers. Be therefore now , as ye have ever been , conquerors. 
To fpeak more, were to detain you from viflory. Only call to 
mind your ancient valour , and remember, that I am Caefar, and 
thatyou are Romans. 

The armies of the two contending chiefs, to the number 

of two hundred thoufand men, were drawn up, the one on 

the 
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the north, and the other on the fouth fide of the Amhracian The bat- 

If waiting the event of the battle at fea, which was be- tie of Ac - 
P Un ’ w ith equal bravery on both fides, and lafted feveral tium . 
hours, with as fair a profpedt of fuccefs for Anthony as for 
0 Ravins ; when Cleopatra , wearied with expectation, or Cleopatra 
overcome with fear, on a fudden tacked about with her fixty flies. 

{hips, and fled towards Peloponnefus. Anthony (truck with 

amazement at this fight, betrayed a weaknefs fcarce to be 
imagined, and confirmed, as Plutarch obferves, the ancient 
faying, that a lover's foul lives in another's body ; for he no 
fooner faw the queen’s (hip under fail, than, forgetting the 
duty of a general, and renouncing the empire of the world, j nt ^ onv 
as if her abfence had been all he had to fear, he threw him- f 0 u 0W8 y 
felf into a fmall (hip, and, attended only by two domeftics, ^ 
abandoned his men, who were facrificing their lives in his 
fervice, to follow a bafe woman, who had long fince begun, 
and was now completing his deftruftion. As foon as he 
came up with Cleopatra 's galley, he was taken on board 5 
but, without fo much as feeing her, he placed himfelf at the 
(fern, and there, leaning his elbows on his knees, and his 
head on both his hands, as one confounded with anger and 
(hame for his ill conduct, he remained a long while in that 
melancholy pofture. His men (fill continued the battle 
with great bravery till the evening, when, partly by the 
great conduit of Agrippa , and partly by tne promifes of 
ORavius, they were induced to fubmit. Three hundred jjj s fl ee5 
(hips yielded to the conqueror ; but not above five thoufand fobmits. 
men were killed in the whole adlion. Anthony 's land forces 
(hewed no lefs fidelity and afFedion for their commander, 
than his marines had done. They could not be brought to 
believe, that a general, who had nineteen legions intire, and 
twelve thoufand horfe, could bafely defert them ; and efpe- 
cially Anthony who had fo often feen fortune in all her 
(hapes, as Plutarch exprefles it, and been fo accuftomed to 
changes. They expected that he would foon appear from 
fome part or other, and, putting himfelf at their head, give 
them an opportunity of (hewing their zeal for him, which 
was fuch, that even after they were fure he had forfaken 
them, and they were furrounded both by fea and land, they 
kept in a body for feven days together, and rejected the ad¬ 
vantageous oners Ottavius made them ; till at laft, being and hi* 
abandoned by Canidius and all their chief officers, who pri- army, 
vately made their efcape, they fubmitted on honourable 
terms, and were incorporated among OSfavius 's legions. 

The auxiliaries, who had ferved under Anthony , retired to 
their refpe&ive countries* and made their peace with the 
conqueror on the bed: terms they could. Some of them 
were dilbanded, others continued in their former (late, but 
all were heavily taxed. The Romans in general were treated 
with great clemency, only a few of the mod inveterate be¬ 
ing punilhed with death, 

s Anthony 
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Anthony continued in his melancholy three days, without 
feeing Cleopatra , till he arrived at T&narus in Laconia , where 
her woman brought them to converfe together as formerly, 
and he fhewed himfelf as fond of her as ever. Here he 
learnt the fate of his navy; but not fufpe&ing the defection of 
his army, he wrote to Canidius. to retreat through Macedonia 
into Ajia , propofing to renew the war there. He then gave 
his friends that were about him one of his largeft Ihips, laden 
with a vaft treafure, defiring them to fhare it among them, 
and provide for their own fafety. They, with tears, refufed 
to accept it, protefting they would never forfake him : but 
. he abfolutely commanded them to depart, and leave him to 
He retires hi s ey jj deffiny, After this he retired to Africa , from whence 

t0 fdf ca -> he fent Cleopatra into Egypt , and foon after followed her thi- 
and from ther. What enfued farther with regard to Anthony and Cle- 
thence to G p a tra, together with the aftedfing circumftances of their 
Egypt. death, and the reduction of Egypt by Oflavins , belongs pro¬ 
perly to the hiftory of that country, to which we therefore 
refer our readers. All Anthony’ s ftatues, both in Egypt and 
at Rome , were thrown down, and intirely demolifhed ; his 
memory was declared infamous by the fervile fenate ; and a 
decree was palled, enabling, that none of his family fhould 
ever after bear the name of Marcus . 

Oflavins After Oflavins had reduced Egypt , and fettled the affairs of 
returns to the eaff, he returned to Rome, where he was received with 
Rome. univerfal joy and fatisfa&ion, and had three triumphs de- 
Year of creed him ; the firft for Illyricum, the fecond for the battle 
RomejZK. of Aflium , and the third for the conqueft of Egypt. The 


Oflavius 


The 'tem¬ 
ple of fa- 


temple of Janus, which had flood open two hundred and 
five years, was now clofed, and Rome was fo much enriched 
by the immenfe treafures which Oflavius and his foldiers 


«»jclofed. brought out of Egypt , that the intereft of money fell from ten 

to four per cent. After his triumph, the name of emperor 
was conferred on him, not in the common fenfe, as import¬ 
ing only a title of honour, but as exprefiing a fovereign pow- 


O Ravi us 
reforms 


er and uncontroulable authority. 

0 flavins, now foie mailer of the Roman empire, partly by 
the power with which the people had at leveral times in- 


the abufes veiled him, and partly by the ruin of his enemies, was at 
of the the height of his wifhes, and refolved to exercife all the de¬ 
flate. mencyof a good prfnce, and all the art of a refined politi¬ 

cian. His firft care was to allure himfelf of Anthony’s adhe- 


cian 


rents ; to which end he gave out, that he had burnt all An¬ 
thony's papers without reading them ; well knowing, that as 
long as any thought themfelves fufpeefed adverfaries, they 
would never be real friends. He eave to the fenators and 


gave 


to the fenators and 


magiftrates fumptuous feafts and entertainments, and to the 
people magnificent fhews and plays, accompanied with flush 
an air of benevolence, and intermixed with fuch a variety 
of pleafures, as might reafonably banifh their forrows for the 
old profcription, and remove their fears of a new one. He 

regulated 
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regulated many abufes and corruptions in the {late with great 
wfidom and dexterity ; and though he did not give up the 
lead part of his authority, yet he exercifed it with fuch dis¬ 
cretion and moderation, that the commonwealth was hap¬ 
pier under his government, than when it enjoyed all its pri¬ 
vileges. He allowed the people their due liberties, but re¬ 
trenched the licentioufnefs of cabal§ and factions ; and to the 
fenate he reftored its ancient fplendor, but banilhed its late 
corruption. He contented himfelf with a moderate power, 
which would not allow him the freedom of doing ill; but 
he made it abfolute, when it impofed upon others the necef- 
lity of doing well : fo that the people were not lefs free, 
but in matters of fedition ; nor the fenate lefs powerful, but 
in matters of injuftice ; and the Romans feemed to have loft 
nothing of the happinefs that liberty might produce, but only 
the misfortunes it might occafion. 

Having thus eftabliflied good order in the ftate, Octavius Oflavins 
began to be extremely perplexed in his mind, and long con- thinks of 
fidered within himfelf, whether he ought to retain the govern- refigning 
ment of the empire, or reftore the people to their firft liberty, his power. 
The examples of Sylla and Julius Co;far filled him with 
doubts and difficulties, when he confidered that the former, 
who had voluntarily refigned his power, died peaceably in 
the midft of his enemies ; and the latter, for retaining it, 
was aflaffinated in full fenate by his moft intimate friends. 

On the other hand, he reflected, that the commonwealth 
had been fo extremely harrafled and broken by violent fac¬ 
tions and civil wars, that the yoke would prove their great- 
eft relief, efpecially as he would manage it. He found too, 
that the people of Ra?ne had almoft intirely loft their antient 
vigour and defire of liberty, and the fenate much of its for¬ 
mer firmnefs and refolution ; and that the corruptions of the 
ftate were fo numerous, and fo dangerous, that nothing but 
a change could cure or corredl them. In this perplexed fi- 
tuation he determined to confult his two moft intimate and 
trufty friends, Agrippa and Mecocnas^ the former no lefs fa¬ 
mous for his probity than his valour, and the latter a man of 
great penetration, and generally efteemed the beft politician 
of his age. 

Agrippa , fenfible only of that glory which is acquired by Agrippa. 
great and heroic actions, frankly declared for a generous advifes 
refignation, and exhorted Octavius to convince the world, him to it. 
by reftoring liberty to his country, that the only motive for 
his taking up arms was to revenge his uncle’s death. Mce- But he is 
cmas , on the contrary, reprefented to him, that he had done diffiiaded 
too much to go back ; that, after fo much blood-fhed, there from it by 
could be no fafety for him but on the throne; that, if he Mescenas. 
diverted himfelf of the Sovereign power, he would be im¬ 
mediately profecuted by the children and friends of the ma¬ 
ny illuftrious perfons, whom the misfortunes of the times 
nad forced him to facrifice to his fafety ; and that it was 
abfolutely lieceilary for the welfare and tranquility of the re¬ 
public 
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public, that the fovereign power fhould be in the hands of 
one, and not divided among many. Octavius thanked them 
for their friendly advice, but inclined to the opinion of 
Mescenas , who thereupon gave him many excellent inftruc- 
tion and rules of government, which are related at length 
by Dion Cajfius. Among other things he told him, That he 
could not fail of being fuccefsful in all his undertakings , happy } n 
his life-tnne , andfamous in hijlory after his death , if be governed 
others as he would wijh to be governed himfelf had he been born 
to obey , and not to command. He added, That if in taking upon 
him the fovereign power , he feared the name of king , as odious in 
a commonwealth, he might take the title of Caffar, or Imperator, 
and under that name , which was well known to the Romans, en¬ 
joy the authority of a king. 

From this time Okiavius laid afide all thoughts of quitting 
nues the ^ ie f ovcre *g n power j but, to deceive the people into a be- 
oldmagif- tnat t ^ e Y enjoyed their ancient government, he con- 
trates ** " tinued the old magistrates, with the fame name, pomp, and 

ornaments as before, but with only what power he thought 
fit to leave them. They were to have no military power; 
but were, as before, to judge finally all caufes, except fuch 
as were capital, fome of which were left to the governor of 
Rome , but the chief he referved to himfelf. He paid great 
court to the people, making the very name that covered his 
ufurpation a compliment to them, by affecting to call it the 
power of the tribunejhip. He likewife won the hearts of the 
populace, by procuring them plenty and eheapnefs of pro- 
vihons, and frequently entertaining them with fhews and 
diverfions j by which means he kept them in good humour, 
and made them forget ufurpation, flavery, and every public 

people in eafe and plenty being under no temptation 


He eonti- 


evil 


He in- 


of inquiring into the title of their prince, or refenting ads 
of power, which they do not immediately feel. 

He and Jgrippa being made cenfors, among other things 
creafesthe belonging to that office, he took care to purge the fenate of 
fenatc, many unqualified members, which had crept into it during 

the late civil wars, and then filled it up with creatures of 
his own, increafing the number to a thoufand. He fupplied 
feveral poor fenators with money out of the treafury, to 
enable them to difeharge the public offices, and always mew¬ 
ed a great refpedf for that venerable affembly, and a defire 

to prefei ve their ancient glory and dignity, whilft he was, 
butdiverts j n f a( c^ divefling them of all power and authority. To 

them of prevent them from railing new difturbances in the diftant 
all power, provinces, which he well knew how eafy it might be for 

perfens of their high rank to do in the then unfettled ftate 
of affairs, he iffued an edi' 61 , forbidding any fenatbr to tra¬ 
vel out of Italy without leave, except Tuch as had lands in 
Sicily , or Narbonefe Gaul , provinces adjoining to Italy, and 
not in a condition to do any harm. 

Year of Before Octavius ended his fixth confulfhip, in which Agrip* 

Rome- 26. pa was his collegue, he took a cenfus of the people, being 

* forty- 
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forty-one years fince the laft, and in this the number of men 08 a<vius 
fit to bear arms amounted to four hundred and fixty-three eumbers 
thoufand, the rnoft that had ever yet been found. He like- the people 
wife celebrated the games, which had been decreed for his 
viftory at Actium ; and it was ordered that they fhculd be 
repeated every fifth year, four colleges of priefts called ponti* 
fas, augurs, feptemviri , and quindecimviri, being appointed 
to take care of them in their turns. He inftituted many 
other games at his own expence, to amufe the people, ana 
divert their attention from his adlions and their ancient free¬ 
dom} giving them alfo four times as much com as they ufed 
to have. All debts due to the exchequer before the battle 
of Actium, were cancelled, excepting fuch as were for build¬ 
ings erected at the public expence } and feveral fevere and 
unjuft laws, which had been made during the triumvirate, 
were annulled. He raifed many public buildings, repaired 
the old ones, and added feveral ftately ornaments to the 
city, which, if we may credit fome ancient writers, was at 
this time fifty miles in circumference, and contained near 
four millions of fouls. 

Ofiavius, now entering upon his feventh confulfhip, in Year of 
which Agrippa was again his collegue, finding all things ripe Rome? 27. 
for his defign, the people being highly pleafed with his mild 
government, and the fenate filled with his creatures, whofe 
fortunes depended upon his holding the power he had 
ufurped, went, by the advice of Maecenas and Agrippa, to OSiavius 
the fenate-houfe, and there, in a lludied fpeech, offered to offers to 
refign his, authority, and reftore the government of the refign his 
commonwealth to the people. This, as he knew would be power, 
the cafe, was ftrongly oppofed by the majority of the fena- 
tors, who often interrupted him whilft he was fpeaking. But is 
and, after he had done, unanimoufly befought him to take prevailed 
upon himfelf alone the government of the Roman empire, on by the 
He, with feeming relu£taney, yielded to their requefts, but fenate to 
would accept of it only for ten years, in which time, he keep it. 
faid, he fhould be able to fettle all things in fuch peace and 
order, that there would be no further need of his authority, 
and he might put the government again into the hands of 
the fenate and people. With this new authority the fenate 
refolveH to diftinguifh him with a new name. That of Ro¬ 
mulus was propofed by fome, Augujlus by others, and this t - t j e 
laft, by which we (hall henceforth call him, was that which Q f Awuf- 
he chofe} the former favouring too much of royalty. For tus C0I jf er _ 
the greater fafety of his perfon, it was decreed, that the pay rPf innhwn 
of his guards fhould be double that of all other foldiers. 

Thus Auguflus got confirmed to him by the fenate and jqi s policy 
people, all the power and authority which he had ufurped : j n djyjd, 
but that he might dill feem to {hare it with them, he afiigned t }, e 

to the fenate the government of thofe provinces which were provinces 
quiet and peaceable, and kept to himfelf fuch as, bordering t j ie 
upon enemies, were moft expofed to troubles, faying. That f enate 

Vol. IV. X he 
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he defired the fathers might enjoy their power with cafe■ and 
ffety , whilji he underwent all the fatigue and danger . By this 
policy, he feeuml all the military power to himfelf, the 
troops lying in the provinces he had chofen ; and the ethers 
which were to be governed by the fenate, being quite defti- 
tute of forces. 1 hefc laft were called fenatorial ', and the 
former imperial provinces. The fenatorial were, Africa , 
Numidia , Lyhia, Cyrcnaica , ffia Minor, Greece, Epirus , Dal¬ 
matia^ A'lacedonia, Crete, Sicily, Sardinia , and that part of 

called Baetica . The imperial provinces were, the reft 
of Spain, all GW and Germany , Syr/#, Phoenicia , Cilicia , 
Cyprus, and Egypt. After this he fet over the provinces of 
both forts men of patrician dignity, with the titles of Pro- 
confuls and Pro-praetors; but over Egypt only a private knight, 
fearing left a perfon of high rank might avail himfelf of the 
wealth and fituation of that country, to raife new difturban- 
ces in the empire. Africa and Afia were given to fenators, 
and the reft of the provinces to praetorians ; but none or 
them were to enter upon this employment within five years 
after they had borne offices in the city ; nor was any one to 
hold his government above a year, but, upon the arrival of 
his fucceflbr, to depart immediately for Rome , and be there 
within three months after at fartheft. Thus ended the 
! greateft commonwealth, and at the fame time began the 
greateft monarchy that ever was known. 

The Roman dominions, now almoft at their greateft extent, 
contained at this time, in Europe , Italy , both the Gauls, Spain, 
Greece , lllyricum, Dacia , Pannonia , and ionic part of Britain 
and Germany : in Afia, all thofe provinces which went under 
the name of Afia Minor , Armenia, Syria, fudesa, with part of 
AAcfopoiamia and Media ; and in Africa, Egypt, Afric, Numi¬ 
dia, Mauritania, and Lyhia ; befides many iflands and parts 
of other provinces. This vaft empire, comprehending the 
greateft, and by far the heft part of the then known world, 
was near four thousand miles in length, and about half as 

o / 

much in breadth ; and its yearly revenues have, by a modell: 
computation, been reckoned to amount to forty millions of 
our money. As to the Romans them lei ves, they had nothing 
left of the noble fpirii, and manly virtues of their an- 
ceftors, but were funk in luxury and effeminacy. The 
people, who had been wont to direct mighty wars, to raife 
or depofe the greateft kings, and to beftow or take away 
vaft empires, were now fo loft to all fenfe of greatnels, 
that if they had but bread and fhews, their ambition went 
no higher ; and the nobility, more learned indeed, and more 
polite, than in former ages, were grown idle, venal, vicious, 
infenlible of private virtues, utter ftrangers to public glory 
or difgrace, void of zeal for the welfare of their country, and 
folely intent on gaining the favour of the prince, as know¬ 
ing, that certain wealth and preferment were the rewards of 

ready fubmiflion, acquiclcence, and flattery. 
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From the Reign of Auguftus to that of ConPcan tine, 
when the Feat of the Empire was transferred to 
Conftantinople. 


AUGUSTUS Emperor. 

T HE affairs of Rome were never in a more flourifhing y 

condition, than when Augujius became mafter of the jl ear ^ 
empire. His firft care was to fatisfy his foldiers, and attach ome ' 
them firmly to his intereft. To this end, and that he might 
the more ealily reaffemble them in cafe of need, he difpol'ed 
them all over Italy, in thirty-two colonies. Twenty-five le- p 
gions, with their auxiliaries, were maintained in the pro- ° rces 
vinces. Of thefe, feventeen were in Europe: viz. eighteen ‘. eqm 
on the Rhine , four on the Danube , three in Spain, and two P ire * 
in Dalmatia. The other eight were in Afia and Africa 
namely, four upon the borders of the Euphrates , and in Sy¬ 
ria-, two in Egypt , and two in the antient dominions of 
Carthage. Thefe forces, amounting to one hundred and 
feventy thoufand, fix hundred and fifty men, reckoning fix 
thoufand one hundred foot, and feven hundred and twenty- 
fix horfe, in each legion, were, for fome ages after, con- 
flantly kept on foot, even in the moft peaceable times. In 
the neighbourhood of Ro?ne were always quartered twelve 
cohorts, confiding of about ten thoufand men; of which, 
nme were called pratorians , and the other three city cohorts. 

1 hefe were to guard the emperor’s perfon, and to protect 
and keep peace in the city. Befides thefe numerous and well- 
difriplined land-forces, Augujius kept conftantly at fea two 
powerful fleets : the one near Ravenna , in the Upper, or 
-Adriatic, Sea, to command and defend Dalmatia, Greece , 

Crete, Cyprus , Afia , and the reft of the eaftern provinces; 
and the other at Mijeman , in the Lotuer, or Mediterranean , 
kca; to awe and protect Gaul, Spain , Africa , and the wes¬ 
tern provinces- They were 1 ike wife to keep the feas clear 
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Attguflus. of pirates, and to convoy the fkips that came to Rome with 
—y—' the tributes of the provinces beyond fea, and the neceffary 

provifions for the fubfiftence of the city. 

Agujlus ftudying to preferve peace, and to gain the hearts 
and affe&ions of the people, corre&ed fcveral abufes which 
had crept into the civil government; reformed many of the 
antient laws, and enabled new ones : but in all this he af- 
Policy of fedted to do nothing without the approbation of the fenate, 
Augujlus, The comitia were held as formerly, but fuch qnly were chofen 

for the great offices, as Auguflus had before-hand recom¬ 
mended to the centuries. The fame officers of ftate, the 
fame names, pomp, and ornaments were continued, with 
all the appearance of authority, but without theleaft power. 
The tribunes were permitted to intercede for the people, but 
not to prefer or hinder any bill. The affairs of religion were 
left on their antient footing, Augitjlus being feniible how dan¬ 
gerous it muft be to attempt any alterations in that refpecl, 
in a yet unfettled empire. Italy, and particularly Rome, was 
infefted with gangs of robbers. Thole he totally extirpated 
in a fhort time, and re-ettablifhed public Tecurity. He alfo 
burned all the old bonds and accounts which were due to the 
public Treafury, and releafed all prifoners who were con- 
lined at the malicious fuits either of their creditors, or of in¬ 
formers. At the fame time he took great care to re-peoplc 
Italy, much depopulated by the late civil wars, by bringing 
into it twenty-eight new colonies from Cifalpine Gaul, and 
joining that country to the proper territories of the Romm. 
The mending of the high-ways, and repairing many public 
edifices, were likewife objeefs of his attention. Thefe things 
were highly pleafing to the people and fenate, who, as a to¬ 
ken of their fatisfaition, honoured him with the title of Fa¬ 
ther of his country . 

It might have been reafonably expc&ed, that the mildnefs 
of Augifius’s new government, and the wifdom of his inftitu- 
tions, fhould have prevented all difturbances in the con¬ 
quered countries. But fo prevailing is the love of liberty, 
Britain, that Britain , Gaul, and part of Spain, prepared to flake 
Gaul, and off the Roman yoke. Upon this, Augujlus opened the temple 
part of of Janus, which had been fhut near five years, and departed 
Spain, re- immediately for Gaul. On his arrival at blarhonne he was 
volt. met by deputies from the Britons and Gauls , with ofters of 

fubmiffion, and promifes of future obedience. He therefore 
The Bri - made no long ftay in that country, but battened to chaftife 
tens and the Spaniards, efpecially the Cantabrians and Jjhtrians , who 
Gauls fub- had now done much damage to the Ro?nan allies. He foon 
mit. came up with the enemy, defeated them in a pitched battle 

near the river Iberus, and forced them to retire with their 
wives and children to one of their higheft mountains, now 

called the Mountain of Ajhirias, where they ftrongly fortified 
themfelves. 


The 
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The Romans , finding it extremely hazardous to attack Augujius. 
them in that advantageous poll, furrounded them with a wide 
and deep ditch, fortified with caftles and turrets : by which 
means, all the avenues and paflages bein» fhut up, thofe un¬ 
happy people were reduced to the utmoft extremity for want 

of provifions: yet, luch was their love of liberty," that, in- 
ftead of yielding, they endured, for a long time, miferies 
hardly to be exprefled; the women devouring their own 
children, and the young men the old, to lupportthe necefii- 
ties of nature. After many unfuccefsful attempts to force 
the Roman intrenchments, the AJiurians were for throwing 
themfelves upon the mercy of the conqueror; but were 
therein oppofed by the Cantabrians , who maintained, that 
they ought , like brave men , to die Jword in hand. This dan¬ 
gerous contention was carried fo far, that at laft the Canta¬ 
brians drove ten thoufand of the AJiurians , with their wives 
and children, to the intrenchments of the Romans , where 
they begged, in the moft moving manner, to be received on 
any terms. But the emprefs’s foil, Tiberius , then one of Au- 
gujhts's lieutenants, refufing to admit them into the camp, 
fomc of them fell upon their own fwords, others lighted great 
fires and threw themfelves into them, and others poifoned 
themfelves with the juice of a venomous herb which grew in 
a foreft near them. At length, the remainder of the enemy, 
being chiefly Cantabrians , to the number of twenty-three The Can- 
thoufand men, were forced to furrender at diferetion to the tabrians t 
Romans , who incorporated ten thoufand of them among their 
auxiliaries, to lerve againft the AJiurians. The reft were dis¬ 
armed and fold; but moft of thefe laid violent hands on 
themfelves, defpifinjg their lives after the lofs of their liberty 
and arms. Cantabria , now B if cay , being thus reduced. An- 
gujlus' attacked the AJiurians in their own country ; made 
iiimfelf matter of their ftrong places, and intirely defeated 
them in a battle which lafted two days. Thus were the two 
moft warlike nations of Spain forced to receive the yoke, AJiurians , 
without being ever after able to recover their liberty. Before 
Auguftus left the country, he built ieveral cities to keep the 
natives in awe ; among others, Caftar AugjJia , now Saragofa , 
and Augujia Emeriia , now Merida. He likewife built a firone 

bridge over the Iberus, to facilitate the march of the Roman 
troops. 

Whilft Auguftus was thus employed in Spain , his lieute¬ 
nants were not lefs fuccefsful in other parts. Marcus CraJJus 
overcame the Majians , a fierce and favage people beyond 
the Danube: M. Vincius gained confiderable advantages in 
Germany ; and Terentius Varro fubdued the SalaJJi, a people and Salajfi 
upon the Alps , difarmed them, and fent forty thoufand of fubdued. 
their youth into flavery for twenty years. Auguftus divided 
their lands among the foldiers of his guard, ana founded in 
this new colony a city which he called Augvjla Pretoria, now 
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Juvujlus. Aofla. A fiately monument was decreed to his honour, in 

th‘ 2 midfl of the Alps , and the title of bnperator given him, for 
this victory. 

About this time, Cornelius Galius, to whom Virgil infcribcd 
his tenth and laft Eclogue, was condemned to perpetual ba- 
nifbment by the fenate, for having fpoken too freely of Au~ 
guftus\ but he prevented the execution of the fentence, bv 
lhibbine: himfclf. 

Agrlppa 

e m bti- 

liilies 


Rome. 


During AuguJiuss flay in Spain, Agrippa was not lefs em¬ 
ployed in ardorning Rome, than others were in extending her 
dominions. Among many public edifices which he built at 
his own expence, were the portico and temple of Neptune , 


the hot baths called by his nam 
which fubfiffs entire to this day. 


nd the famous Pantheon, 


Aagujlus, on his return to Rome, married Anthony s, daughter 
Cleopatra to ‘Juba , king of Mauritania \ and his own daugh- 
Juhg ter, Julia, whom he had by Scribonia , to his nephew and 
married to adopted fon Marcellas , a youth of extraordinary accomplifh- 
Marccuus. merits. He now entered upon his tenth coniulfhip, with 

Norbanus ; upon which the fenate conferred a greater an- 


^ -- - # U # " 

thority upon him than ever, freeing him from the obligation 

of the laws, and impowering him to govern the republic as 
\ ear of he fhouid think proper. At the fame time, by a folemn 
Rcmejx®. oath, they approved of all his acts, and decreed, that Mar¬ 
cellas, though then not above fixteen years of age, fhouid 
take place in the fenate among thofe of the praetorian rank; 
and that he might {land for the coniullhip ten years fooner 
than was allowed by the laws. They likewife decreed, that 
Aagujlusr, fon-in-law, Tiberius, might ftand for any office 
or magist racy five years before the ufual time. Thefe decrees 
were no fooner palled, than Marcellas was made aedile, and 
Tiberias qmeftor. 

JEhus The unfortunate expedition of /Elius Galius, agaunl the 
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trea¬ 
ties, or his fubjects by conqueft. To this end, he fent Gal- 
lus thither with ten thoufand men; Herod, king of Judaa, 
furnijfhing five hundred more out of his own guards; and 
Obodas, king of the Nab nth man Arabs, a thoufand, under the 
command of his chief minilter Syllmus, who, under pre¬ 
tence of guiding the Romans in this expedition, treachcr- 
oufiy led them a march of iix months fouthward, into fcorch- 
ing 1'andy defarts, where molt of them perifhed by famine or 
difeafe. 

The Can- About the fame time, the Cantabrians and AJlurians made 

tabrians another attempt to recover their liberty ; and having, by ftra- 

a n&Ajhi- tagem, furprifed a confiderable body of Romans, put them all 

rians re- to fine fword. Rut Miius Lama, whom Augvjtus had left go- 

bel, but venior of that part of Spain , foon revenged their death, lay¬ 
ing 


fubdued. 
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Eg the whole country wafte with fire and fword, and mafia- Augnjius. 

crfng moft of their young men who were able to bear arms; '--- J 

by which means he reduced them to an entire fubjection in 

]efs than a month. 

The following year, Augnjius , being then in his eleventh Augnjius 
confulfhip, with C Calpurnim Pifo , had a dangerous fit danger- 
of fickncfs, from which it was thought he could not re- oufly ill. 
cover. He himfelf was of that opinion, and therefore fent 
for the chief magiftrates of the ftate, to whom he delivered 
a book of his own writing, which contained an exadf account 
of all the towns, provinces, allies, forces, riches, and taxes, 
of the whole Roman empire ; at the fame time putting into the 
hands of his collegue Pifo his laft: will, the contents of which 
were never known, as it was not to be opened till after his 
death: but, from his not naming a fucceffor, which every 
one expedfed would have been Marcellus , and his giving the 
above-mentioned regifter to the magiftrates, in fo critical a 
juncture, all concluded that his defign was to put the com¬ 
monwealth into the hands of the ferrate and people. His 
ring he delivered to Agrippa , as if he intended to fignify, 
that they could not chufe a more proper perfon, if they de- 
fired to be governed by one man. This behaviour, at a 
time when his ftneerity could not reafonably be fufpedted, 
gained him the affections of the people more than any thing 
he had ever done before. Almoft all defpaired of life, when 
Antonins Mufa , a Greek phyftcian, reftored him to his health, 
to the great fatisfaclion of the fenate and people, who im¬ 
mediately ordered a ftatue of brafs to be eredted to Mufa near 
that of /Efculapius. He was alfo allowed to wear a gold ring; 
and all perfons of his profeftion were, for his fake, exempted 
for ever from all taxes and tributes. The recovery of Au¬ 
gnjius filled the whole city with joy; medals were ftruck, 
lome of which have reached our times ; and the moft magni¬ 
ficent thews exhibited that had ever been feen at Rome ; fa¬ 
thers then upon their death-beds, commanded their children 
to carry their facrifices of lhankfgivings to the capitol, with 

this infeription, I'be day of our death , was the day c/'Auguftusb' 
recovery. 

The behaviour of Augnjius , during his illnefs, occafioned a Marcellus 
mifunderftanding between Marcellus and Agrippa. The for- an d A grip- 
mer, thinking himfelf injured by his uncle, who had pre- * a differ, 
ferred to one of his own family a man of mean defeent, a fol- i 
d,ier of fortune, exprefled his refentment againft Agrippa by 
Inch contemptuous treatment as this laft could not put up 
with. The emperor, to prevent the ill confequences of this 
affair, thought it advifeable to part them; and accordingly 
appointed Agrippa governor of Syria. He left Rome immedi¬ 
ately, but went no farther than Mitylene in the ifland of Lef- 
I'J, from whence he fent his lieutenants to govern the pro¬ 
vinces committed to his care. 

X 4. 
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The em¬ 
peror re- 
figns the 
fafces. 


The death 

of Mar¬ 
cellus. 


A plague 
and fa¬ 
mine in 
Italy . 


And now Augujlus y thinking his authority fufficiently 
eftablifhed, refigned the fafces, after having held them nine 
years, to P. Sejiius , a man of unblemifhed character, but a 
conftant friend to Brutus and his memory. The fenate was 
fo affedled with this impartial conduct of Augujlus , in prefer- 
ing Sejiius to many of his own friends who afpired to the 
fame dignity, that they heaped new honours upon him, de¬ 
clared him perpetual proconful of the Roman empire, im- 
powered him to aftemble the fenate when he pleafed, and al¬ 
lowed him to exercife the authority of the tribunefhip, and 
to enjoy all the privileges annexed to that dignity, not only 
within the walls of Rome , but in the moft diftant provinces. 
A power fo unlimited was without precedent; but Augujlus rea¬ 
dily accepted it, as it rendered his perfon facred, and fecured 
him againft all infults either it words or adtions. His fuc- 
ceffors thought proper not to part with it. 

About a year after Agrippa’s. departure for AJia, Marcellus 
died, in the nineteenth year of his age, to the inexprdfible 
grief of Augujlus , his mother Oft avia ^ and the Roman peo¬ 
ple, whofe fiearis he had won by his generous and noble be¬ 
haviour in his aedilefhip. The ambitious Livia was ftrongly 
fufpedted of having haftened his death, in order e to make room 
for her own fons, Tiberius and Drufus. His obfequies were 
performed with the utmoft magnificence, Augujlus himfelf, 
being his neareft relation, pronouncing, according to cuf- 
tom, his funeral oration. 

The next year, M. Marcellus and L. Aruntius being con- 
fuls, a dreadful plague raged in Rome and all the cities of 
Italy ; which, as the lands were left untilied, was attended 
with a general famine. The Tiber overflowed great part of 
the city, and the Pantheon was ftruck with lightening. The 
populace imputing thefe calamities to Augujlus’s having laid 
down the confuifhip, furrounded the fenate-houfe, and 
threatened to fet fire to it, if the fathers did not immediately 


create him didlator. This requcft was complied with : upon 
which they repaired in great crowds to Augujlus ^ with twenty- 
four axes and fafces, intreating him to accept of the difta- 
torfhip, and the office of general-purveyor. The latter he 
accepted, that he might not feem to flight the offers of the 
people, and in confequence thereof, took care to have the 
city plentifully fupplied with provisions : but he wifely re- 
The em- fufed being made dictator, having already all the power and 
peror re- authority of that ofiice, without its odious title. He likewife 
fufes the declined the perpetual confuifhip, which they wanted him 
didator- to reafTume, and named to that important employment P. 
fhip, and Mmilim Lepidus , brother to the triumvir by whom he had 
the office been proferibed, and L. Munatius Plancus , formerly one of 
of perpe- Anthony's greateft friends : but Lepidus dying foon after, and 
tual die- Plancus , who was a man of a moft infamous charadfer, be- 

tator. ipg no way qualified to cenfure the vices of others, Augujlus , 

though 
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though he would not have the title, performed the funftions Auguflus. 
of that magiftracy, and enacted feveral excellent laws for the 
reformation of manners. Among other things, he fuppreffed 
feveral private affemblies, and regulated others: he tranf- ena&s fe¬ 
ared the care of the public games from the aediles, who veralgood 
ufed to ruin themfelves with them, to the praetors, whom he laws, 
reduced to ten, and forbad their being at the foie expcnce of 
theie diverfions, but made the people contribute a fmall mat¬ 
ter towards them, and paid the reft out of the public trea¬ 
sury. To the curule aediles he committed the care of extin- 
guifhing fires, allowing them for that fervice fix hundred 
Haves, who were bought and maintained at the public ex¬ 
pence. He ordered, that none fhould exhibit Ihews of 
gladiators without leave from the fenate, and then only twice 
a year, and with no more than one hundred and twenty 
combatants: and, as many perfons of rank, women as well 
as men, had of late debafed themfelves to aft and dance upon 
theftage, Augufius reftrained fiich fcandalous practices, by 
forbidding, under fevere penalties, any of the fenatorial or 
equeftrian order to appear on the ftage, and extending this 
prohibition to the children and grand-children of the fe- 
nators. 

In thefe regulations, Augufius afted with the authority of 
an abfolute prince and legiflator; but in other things he 
ufed great condefcenfion, affecting to appear in the courts of 
judicature like a private perfon, and even to plead for his 
friends, or attend them when cited before the praetors, or 
other judges. This complaifance often expofed him to af¬ 
fronts from the adverfe parties, as it happened in the cafe of 
M. Primus , governor of Macedonia , who, being accufed of 
having made an irruption into the country of the Odryfii , 
and beine afked, What authority he had for fo doing ? all edged. 


That he had Auguftus’r orders: whereupon Augufius , appear¬ 
ing foon after in court, was a Iked by the praetor. Whether 
Primus^ plea was true or no ? The emperor anfwered, ’That 
Primus was certainly mijlaken , for that he had given no fuch or¬ 
ders. Upon which, L. Mureena , who pleaded for Primus , 
addrelfing himfelf to Agujius , with great boldnefs and anger, 
afked him, What bufnefs he had there ; and, what had brought 
him to a place where he tvas neither expected nor wanted ? The 
public good ; replied the emperor, with as muchcalmnefs and 
moderation. 

This ccnduft gained Augufius the love and efteem of ma¬ 
ny) but others, who were enemies to him in their hearts, 
and wiftied to fee the antient government reftored, entered A plot 
into a conspiracy againft him. Murena , a man of an unble- againft . 
mifhed char after, and Capio, the greateft debauchee in Rome, Augufius . 
took upon them the management of the plot, for the execu¬ 
tion of which a day and place were already appointed : but, 
in the mean time, Murena difclofed the whole to his filter 

" erentilla , and flic to her hufDand Mcsemas, who gave notice 


rr 
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tftus. of it to the emperor, after advifing the confpirators to ab- 

fcond, whilft he fhould endeavour to procure their pardon. 
Shigujlns proved inflexible, and the confpirators, not appear¬ 
ing to take their trials, were interdicted fire and water 
The con- throughout the whole extent of the Roman empire. Cabin 
fpirators made his efcape to Gurnee , where one of his flaves betrayed 
punished, him to a centurion, who cut off his head and carried it to 

Rome \ and Mureena was difeovered in Rome , and killed In- 
order of the emperor, who, immediately after this, enacted 
two new laws : the one, that all guilty perfons, who refuted 
to appear, fhould be condemned to the fame punifhments 
which would have been inflicted upon them if they had been 

regularly couvidlcd ; and the other, that, for the future, the 
judges, in criminal cafes, fhould give their opinions, not in 
writing, but openly, and by word of mouth. At that time 
iuzujlus , of his own accord, delivered to the fenate the pro- 
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Cyprus and Narhonneft 


from hence¬ 


forth, began to be governed by proconfuls. The 


AJi 

quelled by C. Furnius. 


but were loon 


Year of 


Italy , and all the weft, being now in a ftate of perfcfl 


Rugujl 


to vifit the provinces of the 


s-.otne 7^3. ea ^,. j lut ^ e f or g he had got farther than Sicily , the people of 

Rome fell into fuch violent contefts about the electing of 
confuls, that he found it neceflary for him to return, to 
appeafe the disturbances by his prefence ; and, to prevent the 
like for the future, as he could not always be at Rome hini- 
I'df, to create a new magiftrate, whole province fhould be 
Rgrippa to maintain good order in the metropolis. Agrippa feemed 
made go-to him the moft proper perfon for fo great an office. He 


vernor ci therefore ordered 


Left 


to procure 


Rome, and him the more refpect and authority in his new employment 

1_ - 1111* 1* A /r ?l 


fon in law 


Marcella 


ins 


to Aiigij- though the daughter of his fifter Offavia, and to marry his 

daughter Julia , the widow of Marcellus. Some fay that 
Mecmnas promoted this match, by fuggefting to Auguftns , 
that fmee he had made Agrippa fo great and powerful, he miift 


Jug tiflus 
pa lirs into 
C race. 


of neceffity either cut him on, or attach him inviolably to his 
intereft, by marrying him to his daughter. 

Augujlus , after fettling the affairs of Sicily , parted over into 
Greece , where he fhewed the Lacedemonians particular marks 
of his favour, giving them the ifland of Cythera and five ci¬ 
ties, as a reward for their kind reception of Livia , when fhe 
fled from Italy with her hufband and fon. The Atbeni< 
he punifhed, for having ere£ted ftatues to Brutus and C 

and afterwards fided with Anthony. From Greece 
failed to Samos , and there wintered. The nex fpring, dpu- 
leitis and Silius being confuls, he croffcd over into Afia , and 
and from fettled the affairs of the provinces through which he palled, 
thence in- Upon his drawing near the borders of Parihia , Phraatc. r, 

totheealf. king of that country, dreading a foreign war, as he was uni- 

verfally 
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verfally hated by his fubjeds, Tent him all the enfigns and Auguflus. 
priibners which the Parthians had taken from Grajjiis and '—I-y—_i 
Anthony, and yielded to all the conditions which Augujlus re¬ 
quired, giving four of his fons, with their wives and children, 
as hoftages for the performance of them. Auguflus received 
the Roman eagles and captives with as much joy, as if he 
had given the Parthians a total overthrow. He fent orders 
to the fenate to fliut the temple of Janus, to offer facri- 
iicesof thankfgiving to the gods, and, to perpetuate the me¬ 
mory of this adion, which he looked upon as the moft glo¬ 
rious of his whole reign, he built a temple in the capitol to 
Mars the avenger , in imitation of that to Jupiter Feretrius, 
in which the enfigns now reftored were hung up, as monu¬ 
ments of the homage paid to Auguflus by the haughty mo¬ 
narch of the Parthians. This year Julia brought Agrippa a 
fon, who was named Caius , and on whofe birth-day a per- Gaius 
petual facrifice was decreed, with other folemnities. To--/^ r ^ orn * 
wards the end of the fummer, Auguflus returned to Samos , 
where he was met by ambaffadors from the king of India, 
who came from that vaft diftance to follicit an alliance with Auguflus 
him fo great was the fame of his name. Early the next retUf ns to 
fpring Auguflus returned to Rome , where he was received Rome. 
with all poflible marks of honour. 

The confular year expiring whilft Augujlus was at Samos, Diftur- 
dangerous tumults broke out at Rome, by the violent prac- bances on 
tices of Egnaiius Rufus , who endeavoured by force to get account of 
himfelf chofen conful in the place of Augujlus , who declined ^ ie elcdti- 
that office this year, after having been named to it by the on of con- 
aiiembly of the people, together with C. Sentius Saturninus. 

The fadions ran fo high, that many perfons were killed : 
upon which, Auguflus, to put a flop to the diforder, of his 
own authority, appointed Lucretius Vefpillo , a man for¬ 
merly proferibed by the triumvirs, but now one of his lieu¬ 
tenants, to be collegue to Sentius. Rufus, incenfed at this, 
formed a confpiracv with M. Genutius and Plautius Rufus, to 
aflaffinate the emperor at his return ; but, before that time, 
their pradices being difeovered, they were put to death by 
order of the fenate. 

Augujlus, on his return to Rome , was met at Athens by 
the poet Virgil, who had retired to Greece to finifh his AEneid. 

The emperor, who had a great regard for him, received 
him with uncommon marks of kindnefs and efteem : but he, 
leaving Athens loon after, to vifit the antiquities of Megara, 
in the hot feafon of the year, fell fick there. In that con¬ 
dition he embarked for Italy •, but the fatigue of the voyage 
mereafmg his diftemper, he died at Brunaufium, a few days Death of 
alter his arrival there, in the fifty-firft year of his age, Virgil, 
leaving the greateft part of his wealth, which was very con- 
iiderabie, to his two chief patrons and benefadors, Auguflus 
and Mcsccnas. As he had not yet put the laft hand to his 
AIncid, he ordered, by his will 3 that inimitable poem to be 

burnt 5 
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burnt; but Augujlus , fays an ancient poet, faved 7 m from 
a fecond conflagration, and, by that means, preferved for all 
future ages a moft perfect pattern of epic poetry. 

The general depravation of manners which now reigned 
in Rome , and the enormous height to which its inhabitants 
carried every kind of vice, induced Augujlus , at the earneft 
rcqueft of the fenate, to accept the office of cenfor for five 

At the fame time they conferred upon him the con- 


years 


flhould 


them. 


Year of 


twelve axes and fafees carried before him, and fhould fit in 
a curule chair between the two confuls. They likewife in- 
treated him to make new laws, offering to fwear to obey 

He did fo, but refufed their oaths, faying, that if 
his laws were good, they would obferve them without that 
tie ; if not, their oaths would be ineffectual. 

Agrippa* & prefence being now no longer neceflary in Rome, 
Rome 7$6. Augujlus fent him into Gaul, to flop the incurfions of the 

Germans , who had pafled the Rhine , and committed horrible 
diforders. Upon his approach, they immediately retired to 
their woods. Agrippa then proceeded to Spain , where the 
Cantabrians were again in motion, and had aflfembled in 
great numbers. In this expedition he met with extreme 
Aprippa difficulties, but at length totally overcame the enemy, and 
finally re- thereby compleated the final reduction of that country, 


duces 
Spain. 


which had kept the Roman arms employed for two hundred 


years 


The 


Augujl 


Embel- 

lilhcs 

Rome. 


Agrippa , on his return to Rome , embellifhed the city with 
new edifices, and built, at his own expence, fuperb aque¬ 
ducts, by which it was moft plentifully fupplied with excel¬ 
lent water. Towards the end of this vear, L. Cornelius 


C. Baibas . a 1 


year 

Garamanti , a people of Aft 


till 


fubdues 


then unknown to the Romans , and extended the limits of 


the Gar a- the Roma >± em P ir , e ? s 


Nig 


So 


riant i. 


Year of 


a conqueft well deferved a triumph, which was accordingly 
granted to Ralbus , who was the firft foreigner that was ever 
honoured with that diftinCtion. He was a native of Gades 
in Spain , and had not been long admitted to the rights of a 
Roman citizen. 

The firft ten years of 


firft ten years of Augujlus *s fovereign power being 
Rome 7 17. now almoft expired, he took the government upon him for 


UT 


Augujl 

renews his 


five years more, which were foon after enlarged to ten ; and 

r '* ' Agrippa *s authority was likewife increafed, 

fovereiem by his being joined with Augujlus in the cenforfhip, and 
authority, made tribune of the people for five years. Augujlus *s firft 

ftep after this, was, to reform the fenate, into which a great 

Reforms many unworthy members had crept during the civil wars, 
the Hate. Thefe he expelled, and reduced the number of fenators to 

fix hundred. He then corrected feveral abufes in the city, 
regulated the order of knights, the public fpeCtacIes and 
plays, and, to abolifh bribery in elections as much as he 

could, 
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could, he ordained, that whoever {hould be convi&ed of Augufius. 
having purchafed the fufFrages of the people with money, .u 

ihould be excluded from all public offices for five years ; and 
that thofe who had long been ufed to fell their votes, might 
not be fufferers by this law, he caufed large fums of money 
to be diftributed among them, on condition that they {hould 
not require any thing of the candidates. The loofe beha¬ 
viour of the married women having deterred the young Ro¬ 
mas from marriage, he laid heavy taxes upon fuch as conti¬ 
nued Tingle after, a certain age, and encouraged with great 
rewards the procreation of lawful children. He allowed 
the patricians and plebeians to intermarry, excepting only 
the fenators, whom he would not fuffer to match beneath 
their rank. He made it lawful for any one to kill an adul¬ 
terer taken in the fa£t, though he himfelf had debauched 
many women, not excepting even the wife of his great friend 
Mceemas. Virgins were not allowed to marry till they 
were twelve years of age. His regulations with refpedt to 
military difcipline Were very ftri6h He l.ikewife took care 
that the affemblies of the fenate {hould always be held with 
great reverence, and ordered, that no decree {hould pafs, 
but in the prefence of four hundred fenators, if it was poffi- 
ble to collect fo many. He alfo ordained, that no man 
{hould be admitted to fo great a privilege and honour as the 
freedom of Rome , till after his merits had been ftridtly exa¬ 
mined and approved. This was a point he was always ex¬ 
tremely tenacious of. Having thus reformed many abufes in 
the ftate, he applied his thoughts to matters of religion, call¬ 
ing in a great many prophetic books then in vogue, and 
caufing about two thoufand volumes of them to be burnt as 
fpurious \ refervingonlv thofe which were commonly afcri- Subje&s 
bed to the fybils. Thefe too he fubje&ed to a ftribt exami- the Sybil- 
nation, and retained only fuch as were judged genuine, which line books 
he caufed to be copied by the pontifices, and lodged them in to a ftniSl 
two golden cabinets in the temple of Apollo. Thefe fybil- examina- 
line oracles were in great repute among the gentiles, and tion. 
often appealed to by the ancient Chriftian writers. He aug¬ 
mented the number, dignity, and revenues of the priefts, Lucius 
efpecially of the veftal virgins, for which order he had a par- Co;far 
ticular efteem. This year Julia brought Agrippa a fecond born, 
fon, who was called Lucius. 

The following year, Furnius and Silanus being confuls, Augufius 
Augufius and Agrippa gave the people the great fecular rejects the 
game:, which had not been feen for an hundred years be- title of 
fore, and were now celebrated with extraordinary pomp and Lord. 
magnificence. In thefe games, one of the players calling 
Augufius Dominus , Lord , he was greatly difpleafed, and the Adopts 
next morning publifhed an edi£t, ftridtly forbidding all per- Agrippa's 
fons to give him that title for the future. Upon the finifh- Tons Caius 
ing of thefe games he adopted Agrippa 's two fons Caius and and Lucius 

Lucius , and declared them his fuccefiors. It was on the 

occafion 
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Juguflus. occasion of thefe games, that Horace wrote the hymn inti- 

v—v-—' tied Carmen Seculare , which was fung at the facrifice that 

was offered to Plato and Proferpine before the fhews and 
fpeciacles of the circus, the theatre, and amphitheatre. Great 
part of this year was fpent in public games and diverfions, 
of which Augujlus was very fond, particularly of the tourna¬ 
ments, or warlike exercife, called the game of Troy, which he 
thought becoming the education of the young nobility. He 
was likewife a great encourager of wreftling ; but would not 
allow women to be prefent at thefe games, juftly accounting 
it indecent for them to gaze on naked men.. All good aftors 
and pantomimes were fure of his protection ; but at the 
fame time he feverely examined their morals, and would not 
allow the leaft licentioufnefs in their lives, or indecency in 
their actions. Being informed, that one Stephanie, a co¬ 
median, was attended by a woman in the habit of a boy, he 
ordered him to be whipped through the three theatres, and 
banifhed the city. He likewife drove out of Rome Pylades, 
a famous aCtor, for having behaved difrefpeCtfully towards 
a Roman citizen ; and when he foon after recalled him, to 
gratify the people, the comedian, inftead of thanking the 
emperor, told him. It was his interejl that the people Jhould be 
diverted by men of his profejfion , leji they Jhould watch his actions 
too narrowly , or reflect too much on their oivn condition. 

Augujlus The next year Augujlus , having got L. Domitius Ahcnobar- 
goes into bus and P. Cornelius Scipio , two perfons on whom he could 
Gaul. depend, raifed to the confulate, refolved to leave Rome for a 

while, and march with an army into Gaul, to quell fome 
difturbances there, occafioned by the avarice of Licinius En- 
celadus , who, being appointed by the emperor to colled: the 
taxes in thofe parts, had obliged the people to pay them 
monthly, and, by a deceitful account, reckoned fourteen 
months in the year. Augujlus had no fooner paffed the Alps , 
than the Gauls returned to their duty ; but the Sicamlti, 
Ufipetes , and Tenders , people of Germany, having paffed the 
Rhine, defeated M. Lollius , proconful of Gaul, and took one 
of his ftandards. Lollius , though no great commander, foon 
retrieved his honour by falling upon the Germans unawares, 
and driving them home with confiderable lofs. At the fame 
time, C. Lent ulus made war with fuccefs again ft the Dacians 
beyond the Danube , killed three of their commanders, and 
left garrifons to ftop their devaluations. Though all was 
now quiet in Gaul, Augujlus chofe to fpend the remainder 
of this, and all the following year, in that province ; per¬ 
haps, as much with a view of making the Romans feniible 
of the benefit of his prefence among them, as for any real 
bufinefs that he had in Gaul. During his ftay there, the 
inhabitants of the country flocked to him from all parts, 
with complaints againft Enceladus , whom he determined to 
punilh in an exemplary manner. But the crafty delinquent 
found means to efcape him, by delivering up to him the vaft 
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r ms he had amaffed, and affuring him, that hts only deflgn 

• ftripping the Gauls their mone V was ’ to take trom 

)! t heir beft means of rebellion. Auguftus was fo pleafed 

Sith this anfv/er, and with the money he got at the lame 
„ that he not only acquitted the iniquitous extortioner, 

but deaf to the intreaties of the oppreffed Gauls , continued 

^ « • /V* 

Rbati , a fierce and favage 
:s of the Alps , on the fide of 


Auguftus. 

u + 



him in his office. 


Drufus&o. 
feats the 


fowany, made an irruption into Italy , and committed dread- R/ jari j y 
ful devaluations, putting all the males they met with to the y }rtde i ic ' h 
hvord, without diftin£lion of rank, or age : nay, we are told, A Jorici 

that when they happened to take women with child, they 
confulted their augurs whether the child was male or female, 
and if they pronounced it male, the mother was immediately 


killed. Drufi 


t'nefe cruel enemies, and in a fhort 


fon of Liv'ta , a youth of extra- 
plilhments, was fent again!! 


battle, defeated them with great flaughter, and drove them 
out of Italy. Thofe that efcaped, being joined by their 
neighbours the Vindclici , attempted to enter Gaul , but 

s .... ^ , .1-- cr , ‘L ------ —j — length 


Drufus’s brother Tiberius 


tneir wuuic nanun waa fubmit. The Nonci^ 

other barbarous nation of Germany , bordering upon the Tin- 
deliei , met with the fame fate. In the mean time, Agrtppa 
was fo fuccefsful in fettling the affairs of the eaft, that a tri¬ 
umph was decreed him for his great fervices. But he, out 
of a peculiar greatnefs of mind, again declined it ; and, in 
imitation of his example, the Romans , from this time, gene¬ 
rally deferred that honour to their emperor, and contented 

themfelves with only the ornaments of triumph. The tri- 

-. ” r ever iince his 


Lepiclus 


Aifgujlus, 

Paniiftx 


Maximus « 


Year of 


__2, Augujlus took upon him the 

office of Pontifex Maximus , or high prieft, vacant by his 

death. . 

Auguflus having now fettled the affairs of Gaul\ {topped the 

incurfions of the Germans , fuppreffed the rebellion of Spain , y om e 741 

and reduced tnoft of the nations inhabiting the Alps left 

He re¬ 
turns to 
Rom e. 


Drufus with an armv upon the Rhine , and returned to K.sme, 
after he had been abfent near three years. He was received 
with uuiverfal joy and fatisfaclion, but refufed feveral new* 
honours that were offered him : neither would he iulter the 
people to come out to meet him, as they defired, but, ac¬ 
cording to his ufual cuftom, to lave both them and himieit 
the trouble of that ceremony, he entered the city by nigh' 
The next morning the whole city waited on him at his pa¬ 
lace, for fo his houfe was called, becaufe it was fxtuated on 
the Pa hit him , or Palatine hill. He received them with great 
courtefy, and went with them to the capital, where he took 
the laurel from about his fafees, and laid it at the feet of 
the lUtue of ‘Jupiter Capitolinas . 


He 
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Augujlus. He now made feveral excellent new laws, which were 

loiig after obferved by his fuccefiors. Among other things, 

he enadled, to the great fatisfadlion of the inhabitantsVt 

Makes fe- Italy , that, for the future, the fervice of the veterans fhould 
veral ex- not be rewarded with lands, but money. By the fame law 
cellent the time was fixed which * each corps was to ferve, and the 
laws, par- pay they were to receive, both during their fervice, and if 
ticularly they continued to ferve longer than was required of them, 
with re- The emperor’s own guards, called the bratorian. cohorts , were 
gard to to ferve twelve years before they could demand their dif- 
the foldi- million, and the reft fixteen : the former were to be allowed 

about twelve-pence of our money a day, and the latter five- 
pence. If they chofe to continue in the army after the time 
of their fervice was expired, they were accounted veterans, 
and, as fuch, exempted from all drudgeries, and obliged only 
to fight, and that for no more than five years, after which 
they were intitled to the rewards due to veterans, which 
were, by this law, five thoufand drachmas for the praetorian 
cohorts, and three thoufand for the common legionaries: 
but, fome years after, Augujlus extended the time of fervice 
of the former to fixteen years, and that of the latter to 
twenty. 

Towards the end of this year, Agrippa returned to Rome 
from his eaftern expedition, but, as we before faid, refufed 
entering the city in triumph. Augujlus confirmed to him the 
tribunitial power for five years more, the former term being 
near expired, and then fent him at the head of a powerful 
army into Pannania , where frelh difturbances were breakin 
out. He foon quieted them, difarmed the Pannonians , an 
made them give him hoftages for their peaceable behaviour; 
after which ne returned to Italy, but fell lick in Campania , 
and died before Augujlus could polfibly arrive to fee him, 
Death of though he fee out the very inftant he was informed of his 
Agrippa. iHneis. AuguJ lus juftly lamented, in the illuftrious deceafed, 

the lofs of the greateft general of his age, the wifeft minifter, 
and the moft faithful, conftant, and difinterefted friend he 
had in the world. The fenate decreed him a monument in 
the Campus Martius, $ but Augujlus infilled, that his remains 
fhould be depofited in his own manfoleum, near thofe of Mar- 
cellus, declaring that he would not be feparated, even after 
his death, from two. perfons he had fo tenderly loved. The 
emperor himfelf pronounced his funeral oration. 

Tiberius Thus long did Augujlus reign, in fome meafure with a 
chofen in partner, though not a rival, in the empire. Upon his death 
his ltead, the emperor, ftill judging it neceflary to have fome one fu- 

perior to all others in power and dignity, to afiift him in the 
cares of government, chofe, much againft his will, Tiberius, 
his grandfons Lucius and Cains Cafars being yet too young 
and mar- to bear any public offices. But before he invefted Tiberius 
ried to with the power Agrippa had enjoyed, he obliged him to di- 
Julia. vcrce his wife Agrippina , and marry Julia, whole infamous 

conduit 
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conduit was well known to every one in Rome , except her Augujius* 

father Auguftus . # 1 -r—’ 

The nuptial ceremonies were no Tooner over, than Au- 

Tent his new fon-in-law againft the Pannonians , who, 
upon the news of Agrippa' s death, had again revolted. Ti¬ 
berius foon fubdued them, forced them to deliver up their Defeats 
arms, and to give hoftages, laid wafte their fields, plundered the Pan - 
their cities, and, after fending the beft part of their youth nonians. 
into other countries, returned to Rome the fame year. The 
fenate decreed him great honours, and, among the reft, a 
triumph : but Augujtus obliged him to content himfelf with 
the marks of diftin&ion which were granted for life to thofe 
who had triumphed ; namely, to have a particular place at 
the public {hews, and to appear with the triumphal robes 
and a crown of laurel. His younger brother Drufus was not 
jefs fuccefsful againft the Gauls and Germans, for which he 
was honoured with the prsetorfhip on his return to Rome , 
and afterwards with the proconlular power. Both Tiberius 
and Drufus were faluted with the title of Imperator by the 
foldiers ; but Augujlus would not allow it them. Neither 
would he fufter any ftatues to be erected, which the fenate 
and people had contributed money for, except to Public 
Safety , Concord , and Peace. Augujlus s fifter Oft avia died this 
year, univerfally lamented. 

Drufus was fcarce returned to Rome, when the Vftpetes , Drufos's 
Ten fieri, Sicambi , Cberufci , Catti, and feveral other German exploits in 
nations, aflembled a very powerful army, in order to invade Germany . 
Gaul. He thereupon returned immediately to his army, 
which he had left in Frifia, or Friefland , and marched from 
thence into the country of the Tenfteri , whom he eafily fub¬ 
dued, and afterwards brought into fubje&ion the Sicambri , 

Cberufci, and Catti, whom he defeated in a very bloody 
battle, and extended his conquefts to the banks of the We - 
fer, which he would have pafled, had he not been obliged 
to return for want of provifions. He found in the camp of 
the enemies a prodigious quantity of iron chains, which they 
had prepared for the Romans ; and fo great was their confi¬ 
dent that they had agreed beforehand about the divifion of 
the booty : the Tenfteri were to have the horfe, the Cberufci 
and Sicambri the baggage, and the Ufpetes and Catti the cap¬ 
tives. Drufus was faluted Imperator by his troops on the 
field of battle; after which, to fecure his conquefts, he 
built two forts, the one at-the confluence of the Lupias and 
th e Alifo, (now th e Lippe and the Alme), the other in the 
country of the Catti , upon the Rhine , and made that famous Tiberiut 
canal, long known by the name of Drufcs’s Dyke. For again re- 
thefe exploits he was honoured with the triumphal orna- duce? the 
nients, on his return to Rome. This fame year Tiberius , Pannoni <• 
being fent againft the Pannonians and Dalmatians , who had ans, 
agfm rebelled, reduced them a-new. 

Vol. IV. Y 
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Augujhis . The following year, Drufus and Crifpinus being confuls 
v,—v- g -; Augujlusy bent upon the total reduction of Germany , left the 

capital, attended by Tiberius and Drufus , and advanced to 
Death of the banks of the Rhine , from whence he fent Tiberius againft 
Dnfus, the Dacians , and Drufus to complete the conqueft of the 

reft of Germany. Tiberius eafily fucceeded in his expedition- 
and Drufus , paffing the Rhine , and afterwards the JVcfcr. ’ 
brought under fubj edition all the nations from the Rhine to 
the Elbe. Having attempted in vain to pafs the river, he' 
erected feveral trophies in that neighbourhood, and began his 
march back to the Rhine ; but before he could reach it, he 
was feized with a violent fever, which carried him off in a 
few days, in the thirtieth year of his age. His body was 
conveyed to Rome , attended the whole way by Tiberius , 
the chief officers and magiftrates of the Roman colonies and 
Mnnicipia , through-which it paffed, meeting it on the road, 
and following it with the utmoft pomp from one city to an¬ 
other. Augujlus himfelf received it at Rome , and pronoun¬ 
ced a funeral oration, in honour of the deceafed, in the Fla - 
minian circus , in which he begged with tears, that the gods 
would grant him a death as glorious as that of the young 
hero, and make the grandchildren they had given him tread 
in his footfteps. Tiberius made another funeral oration in 
the forum , from whence the body was carried on the ffioul- 
ders of the Roman knights to the Campus Martins , where it 
was burnt with great fclemnity. The allies were afterwards 
depofited in Augujlus’$ maufoleum. In military fkill and cou¬ 
rage Drufus was not inferior to the greateft commanders of 
his age : his character was unblemifhcd, his integrity incor¬ 
ruptible, and his heart open and fmcere : the public good 
was his only aim in all his actions ; and it is agreed on all 
hands, that he would have re-eftablifhed the republic, 
and reftgned with joy the fovereign power, had it ever de¬ 
volved to him. He left three children, Drufus , furnamed 
Germanicus , Livilla , and Claudius , who fucceeded Caligula in 
the empire. 

Year of Augujlus’s fecond ten years being expired, he pretended a 
Rents 747. great defire to lay down his authority, but was eafily per- 

luaded to keep it ten years longer. This limitation of time 
■was what contributed more than any thing cl lb to his fecu- 
rity on the throne ; becaufe, by receiving his power from 
the fenate and people, he openly acknowledged the fove- 
reignty to be lodged in them ; fo that they were not quite 
D'-ath of deftitute of all hopes of recovering it. This year died that 

great patron of learning, and able ftatefman, Maecenas. His 
' L talents qualified him for the higheft pofts, but his love of 

cafe would not fuffer him to accept of any ; refting fatisfied 
with the equeftrian rank. Auguftus loft in him a friend for 
whom he had a great value, though he had not of late ho¬ 
noured him with the fame intimacy as formerly, on account 

* of 
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lie flighted preferments himfelf, as capable of difturbing his 
iiuiet, yet his good nature often made him employ his cre- 
• • 1 -r.,- j n behalf of his friends, and feldom 



dit with the emperor 

Of the 


afeendant which he had gained 


Met 


day 
in a 


e:ng 


without fuccefs. . „ 

over Aimtjlus, and the freedom with which he corredtcd his 

faults, anci curbed his cruel temper , Dion Cajjius gives us 

flip following remarkable infhmcc. Auvuft 

ji'dging fome criminals . 

baifluiinour, and inclined to give too great a loofe to his re¬ 
venge, attempted to approach his tribunal ; but not b 
able to break through the crowd, he wrote the following 
note, Come down from the tribunal, butcher, and threw it into 
his lap. Aitgvjlm no fooner read it, than he rofe up, and 
quitted the tribunal, without fentencing any of the crimi¬ 
nals to death. Horace , the prince of the Latin lyric poets, 
chi not long furvive his great patron and benefactor ; for 

of September, and Horace 
lowing November. This 


on the twenty-feventh of the fo] 
fame year died alfo 011c Cains Catci, 
rich, that he left his heirs 4116 flaves, 3600 yoke of oxen, 

s t r •. 1 1 1 1 ^1 • /• 


Iful 
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nioney in fpecie. About this time, Dionyjius of Halicarnaf- 
fus began to write his books of the Roman hiftory and an¬ 
tiquities. 

On the calends of ’Jantiary of the enfuing year, Tiberius, Ti'criur, 
who was now corne to Rome * entered upon his fecond con- conful a 
lulfiiip, with Cn. Calpurnius Pifo, and was the fame day ho- fecond 
noured with a triumph for his advantage over the Germans, time tri- 
a fight the Romans had not feen for fome time. Before he umphs. 
left Rome-, he dedicated a temple, which the fenate had 
erected to hLs mother Livia, fhe herfelf being prefent at the 
ceremony, In the be 
ral, and returned to G 


ginning of the fpring he left the capi- 
rerjndny ; but did nothing remarkable 
there in this expedition. This year a dreadful fire broke 
out in Room, which confumed many fine buildings, and was 
thought to have been occafioned by the debtors, with a de- 
fign to make their efcapcj in that confufion, from the homes 
ot their creditors. This occafioned the creation of new of- . 
fleers, called Curators Vicorum, who were permitted, on cer- Curatores 
tain days, to wear, within the verge of their jurifdidtion, Ticorumc 
the robe peculiar to magiftra'ces, and to have two lidlors to 
attend them. At the fame 


time, the fix hundred flaves, 
dilcs for the cxtinguifhing of fires, 

.. . „ s particu¬ 

lar order, was divided into fourteen regions or wards, and 


formerly allowed tli 
were aftigued to them ; and the citv, by 


ihde into inferior precinCts, the government of which was 
committed to the abovementioned officers, the tribunes of 


the people, and the praetors. 

1 he following 
‘-inh, and many 


Lucius 


year, 

flattering 

Y 


Co:jar, 
complitnents i'mpruden 


elated bv his high 


j-l- 
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Augufius. made him, boldly demanded of Augujlus , in the public the- 
1 atre, the confulmip for his brother Caius, though then but * 



boy. The emperor, no lefs furprized than offended at this 
Bold de- unfeafonable demand, anfwered, That he hoped he Jhould never 


inand of 

Lucius 
Cteiar. 


lie under the necejfity of raifing any one to the con filar dignity un¬ 
der tiventy yean of age. And on the youth’s urednp- him Am 


youth’s urging him {fill 


Ttberius 


further, he told him, with a grave air. That an °fpce of fuch 

importance ought to be difeharged only by a man who couffi bridle 
his own paffons , and reff the extravagant defires of the giddy 
and headjlrong multitude. However, his affedtion for the two 
brothers, in fome degree, got the better of his reafon, fo far 
that he granted Cains the priefthood, a place in the ienate,and 
the privilege of lifting among the fenators at all public 
fhews ; but, at the fame time, to curb their ambitious tem¬ 
per, he made Tiberius tribune of the people for five years 
and gave him the government of Armenia. 

Tiberius had fcarce received this new addition of power, 
defires when, jealous of the favour Augujlus (hewed to his grand- 

fons, or, as fome think, to avoid being an eye-witnefs of 
the fcandalous debaucheries of his wife Julia , to the great 
furprize of every one, he defired leave to retire to Rhodes , 
under pretence of profecuting his ftudies there. The em¬ 
peror did all he could to divert him from this defign ; but 
Tiberius , obftinately bent upon departing, and finding all 
other means to prevail upon the emperor ineffectual, fhut 
himfelf up in his apartment, and abffained four whole days 
from all kind of nourifhment. Augufius thereupon complied 
with his requeft, and Tiberius immediately departed for 
Rhodes , where he lived fome years like a private man. At 


leave to 
retire. 


He goes 
to Rhodes 


Year of 


length, growing weary of his retirement, he wrote to the 
emperor, begging leave to return home, and vifit his friends. 
But this was abfolutely denied him, and a meffenger fent, 
bidding him lay afide all thoughts of his friends, fince he 
had been fo impatient to abandon them ; nor was it till fe- 
ven years after that Augufus would confent to his coming 
back to Rome. 

This year Augujlus , after having declined the confular dig- 
P.ome-j 49. nity for feventeen years together, relumed the fafees ; pur- 

pol’ely, as it is thought, to render the ceremony of giving 
Cuius and the manly robe to his grandfon Cains more folemn ; for he 

Lucius gave it him with his own hand, prefented him to the fenate, 
Cerjars and defigned him conful for the fifth year after, Caius being 
icceivethe then but fifteen years of age. The next year he again re- 
manly ferved the confular dignity for himfelf, and conferred the 
lobe. fame honours on his other grand foil Lucius . Thus were 

the two Ions highly favoured and honoured by Augufus 5 
but their mother Julia met with a very different treatment 
fhortly after. Her infamous debaucheries, hardly to be 
matched in hiftory, had for fome years been the talk of the 
whole town ; but Augufius had the misfortune of mod prin¬ 


ces, who are, generally fpeaking, th 




leaft acquainted with 

their 
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their neareft concerns. He believed, indeed, that fhe did Augujlus. 

not lead a very ftri& life, but never imagined her capable of '— - * 

thofe monflrous excefTes, of which he now found her guilty. 

Upon a full difcovery of her behaviour, he was fo violently 
afflifted, that, not able to conceal the tranfports of his grief 
and anger, he communicated his misfortune, and the dif- 
grace of his family, by letter, to the fenrte; an indiferetion, 
which he afterwards faid he fhould never have been guilty 
of, had Agrippa or Maecenas been living. Overcome with 
fhame and rage, he firft thought of putting his daughter to 
death; but, after calmer confederation, he banifhed her to y r( ;- l 

Panilataria , (now Santa Maria ) a defart ifland on the coaft n/^ied 
of Campania , where fhe was forbid the ufe of wine, and of 
an)'kind of delicacy either in diet or cloaths, and no perfon 
whatever was permitted to go near her without his leave. 

Her mother Scribonia , whom Augujlus had divorced the fame 
day that fhe was born, voluntarily accompanied her in her 
banifhmcnt. Not long after, her eldeft daughter by Agrip¬ 
pa, named aifo ‘Julia , being convi&ed of the fame crimes as 
her mother, was banifhed to the ifland of Tremera , (now 
fremiti ), in the Adriatic fea. Incredible numbers of per- 
fons of great diftin&ion were banifhed, or put to death, for 
having been accefl'ary to her debaucheries. Some writers 
tell us, that Augujlus laid hold of this opportunity to get rid 
of many who gave him umbrage, though they were in fa<ft 
innocent of Julia's crimes. 

Augujlus, to divert his thoughts from thefe demeftic trou¬ 
bles, gave the Romans the mofl magnificent and expenfiye 
fhews that had ever been feen ; but, in the mid ft of them, 
news was brought him, that the Armenians , affifted by the 
Parthians, had driven out Artabazes, whom he had appoint¬ 
ed king of that country, and raifed Tigranes to the throne in 
his ftead. Being now too far advanced in years to under¬ 
take fo diftant a war, and not caring to recall Tiberius from 
Rhodes, he refolved to fend into the eaft his grandfon Cains, CahsCcr- 
who was then entered into his nineteenth year : but firft Jar fent 
he made him proconful, and married him to Lollia Paulina, into the 
the daughter or niece of M. Lollins, who had been his go- eaft, 

ii now appointed to command under 

him. Cains had various fuccefs in this war j but at length 
the Armenians fubmitted, and the Parthians returned home. 

Augujlus, being now in his thirteenth confulfnip, with Year of 
Plantitts Silanus, the temple of Janus being fhut, and all the Pome~j-,z. 
provinces of the Roman empire, perhaps all the nations of 5 

the world, enjoying a profound tranquility ; the Prince of Birth of 
Peace, the Lord of Heaven, and Saviour of the World , after an Christ. 
ineffable manner, joined himfelf to human nature, and ap¬ 
peared on earth. 


The following year, CaJJtus Cornelius Lcninlvs. and L. Crl- 
purnius Pifo were raifed to the confulfqip ; and the year af¬ 
ter they were fucceeded in that dignity by Cains Ccvjc.r, tho’ 

T 3 then 
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Augufius. then at fcnt in Syria, and L. Mmilms Pmdns. During th c |~ 

' .admiiiiilration nothing remarkable happened in Italy, orV> 

the countries iubject to the Romans^ except the death 1} 

Herod, king of Ju-hea , whofe end was as miferablc as !•;* 
life had been dcicftabl " r "‘ 


Tiberius 
returns to 


* r •t?i7 
j. v Jts + y % 


The next year Tiberius was 



retired to ivLcccnas s gardens, an 



lived like a 


private 


Death of 
Cains and 



feme lufp 



Lucius ionsd by Llyia \ and, in lefs than two years after, his bro- 
Cajars. ther Cams died at Limyra , a city of Lycia , of a wound which 

he received in Armenia. Their bodies were brought to Rsna 

bv the militar v tribunes, and their afhes depofited in 


joL 


Aug’i/ius's grief for the lofs of his two era nd Tons was in- 

Liz La and Tiberius endeavoured to 


expreijible. j^uuia ana i menus enaeavoureu to comfort 

nd on this occafion it was, that the artful IRi- 

j. tl/Lt 1 1 • i \ r 7 fr' J - 

adopted P rev? ^ed upon him to adopt ner ion Tiberius. But 

~ turn he obliged <rr:? - ----- - 1 —*• * 


Tiberius 


him ; 


O 
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by Au- 

g-JtUS, 

and tier 
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fpiiccy ci 
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in rc- 



'iberius to adopt Gcrmanicus , the for. of his 
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the tr■•buniticil power for live, or forne fay, ten years. 
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was c i ibe, i;:s loaded wuii honours, ....... ... .. .. 

candidate for the fucceftic-n, by the artful mananement of 

h » \ -r • • J 

is metner Livia. 


In the mean time, a dangerous 


s con fp; racy again ft the em- 
:nu of which was CcrrJin; 


peror was discovered, at the he 

Ci.ina , grand foil to Pcmpey. As leveral pcrlons of tlic hiuh- 


eft rank were engaged in the plot, Augu/lus was greadv ut a 
lofs what meafures to take in ib niceVn affair. °if he uial 
rigour, he was afraid their friends and relations, who v.cr: 
very powerful, might raife dangerous disturbances to revenue 



and convinced him, that, in fo critical a juncture, demean 
was preferable to rigour. 


Augufius thereupon font for C’.v.- 
va. and taking him into his clofet, charged him with the 
rnrupirucy, named to him all his accomplices, the time am! 
place tnev had agreed on, and many other circumftaaees, 
which fiaewed that he was uerfcdlv acciuainted with their 


which fiaewed that he was perfectly acquainted with their 
ddign. (Lima was thunder-ftruck ; but his fur price was 

•A 1 f • if- . / J. . 4 ! „ /I .1 r A i L ! 


itui greater, when Augujius , inftcad of treating him as a 
traitor, onry remanded him of his ingratitude, laying, 1 Live 
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Auguft us 

pardons 

him. 


Igiven you your life, Cinna; firjl as an enemy, and next as a Augujlus. 
rekh and now I give you the confuljhip. Let us therefore be friends 
for the future , and Jlrive to jhew, whether my confidence in yon, or 
’you?' fidelity to me , will be the greatcjl. At the fame time ne par¬ 
doned all his accomplices. This generous behaviour made 
fuch an impreffion upon Cinna , that he was ever after invi¬ 
olably attached to the intereft of Augnjlus and his family. 

About this time, and perhaps on this occafion, the people 
offered him the title of Dominus, Lord, an appellative pecu¬ 
liar to mafters with refpecl to their flaves : but he not only 
refufed it, but publifhed an edi< 5 l, forbidding any one to 
addrefs him by that name. Towards the end of this year, 
the people, whether out of love to the emperor, or refpe£t 
to his family, earneftly intreated him to recall his daughter 

but he anfwered them, That fire and water jhould 

fooner meet than they two. His refentment in this matter was 

.1 . 1 • • 


Julia ; 


fo great, that, being informed that Phoebe, one of his daugh¬ 
ter’s confidants, had hanged herfelf, he protefted openly. 

That he would rather have been Phoebe 5 j father than Julia’j : 
and when the people grew very preffing with him, he could 
not help telling them, in a violent paffion. That he wijhed 
they might have fuch daughters and fuch wives. However, he 
was at length prevailed upon to change her place of con¬ 
finement, where fhe had now been five years, and to re¬ 
move her to the continent ; but he would never confent to 
her return to Rome. 

In the beginning of the next year, Cinna, who had con- Tiberius 
fpired againft Augujlus, being conful with MeJJala, Tiberius fent into 
was fent into Germany, to complete the conqucfts his bro- Germany, 
ther Drifts had begun. Velleius Paterculus, the hiftorian, 
and his great panegyrift, attended him in this expedition, in 
quality of prafedius equitum, or commander of horfe. From 
him we learn, that Tiberius over-ran the country of the Ca~ 
mmfatrs, now the province of Utrecht ; that he reduced the 
Attuati and Brufteri, who inhabited the prefent territory of 
Mmjier '; together with the Churufci , who pofiefied the du¬ 
chies of Bnmfwick and Lunenburgh, and made himfelf maf- 
ter of ail the countries on the Vifirgis and the Lupias, (now 
the JVcfer and the Lyppe) ; after which he returned to Rome, 
where, in this and the following year, fo dreadful a famine 
reigned, that all foreigners, gladiators, wrefllers, and flaves, 
except phyftcians and l'choolmafters, were ordered to eighty 
miles diflance from the city, Augujlus himfelf fending away 
moflofhis own attendants. On this occafion he doubled 


A famine 

in Rome. 


his ufual largcfles to the poor, and ordered provifions to 
brought from Sicily, Sardinia, and the neighbouring co 


he 


coun- 


Jncs, at the public expcnce, nnd to be fold at a low rate. 
I his gained him ffcill more than ever the affections of the 
people, who were for decreeing him new honours, which 


a 

Mi 


bfolutcly refufed. 


y 4 


About 

♦ - 
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Augujtus . About this time, the Parthians , tired of the troubles that 
^- J were daily raifed in their country by pretenders to the crown, 

f?nt a folemn embafiy to Atigvjius , begging of him, in the 
name of their whole country, to give them a king. The 
emperor, as much pleafed with this mark of fubmifiion, as 
if he had fubdued that warlike nation, named Voncnes, one 
of the fons of Phraates , who was received with great joy, 
and immediately placed on the throne. 

'Tiberius The next year Tiberius , returning into Germany , purfued 
returns to his conquefts there with great rapidity, and fubdued the 


Germany. 


Cauci and the Langcbardi , and brought under fubje&ion all 
the countries between the Rhine and the Elbe, whilft his 
fleet ftruck terror into the nations bordering on the ocean. 
Whilft Tiberius was carrying on this war, the Getuli , in Mau¬ 
ritania,' revolted, but were fubdued by Cornelius CoJJus. The 
following year Rome had three important wars to manage; 
one in Germany, another in Pannonia , and the third in Dal- 
mgtia. In Germany , Maroboduus , king of the AAarcomanni , 
who inhabited that country which lies between the Rhine, 
the Danube , the Cochera , and the Keeker, threatened to invade 
the counties lately fubdued by Tiberius , and even Italy itfeif. 
Tiberius was fent again ft them, but was in no hurry to join 


the enemy, againft whom he detached C. Sentius Saturninus 
with a great part of his army, whilft he himfelf ftaid in Illy- 
ricum. Rut the moll dangerous war was that with the Dal- 
The Dal- matians and Pannonians , who, joining with all their neigh- 
matians bouring nations, had raifed an army of two hundred thoufand 
and Pan- foot and nine thoufand horfe, with which they threatened 
nonians Italy and Rome itfeif. They were commanded by two chiefs, 
revolt, of the name of Rato. Great levies were made with all pof- 

fible expedition ; the veterans were ordered to return to their 
colours, and not onlv freed men. but numbers of Haves, 


colours, and not only freed men. 


numbers of Haves, 


but are re- 


were admitted into the legions. The command of this army 
was given to Tiberius's nephew Germanicus , a youth of extra¬ 
ordinary accomplilhjnents; and, for the fake of greater con- 
veniency and difpatch during the campaign, Augujlus left 
Rome , and went to refide at Arum man. Tiberius no fooncr 
heard that Germanicus was appointed to command in this ex¬ 
pedition, than, jealous of the glory he might acquire by it, 
he left Illyricum, and marched againft rhefe numerous enemies. 
The war lafted near three years, with great dangers and diffi¬ 
culties : hut at laft, the Dalmatian Rat :, prefled by Germani- 


duetd by and, upon 


( t unnani- 

* 9 * w% 

3 # 


cus, and reduced to the utmeft diirrefs by famine, fubmitted; 
and, upon his being afked by Tiberius , IVhat had induced him 
to revolt■, he boldly anfwered. You your fives ; who, injlead of 
fnepherds to aejend us, fend -wo/ves to devour us. Tiberius treated 
him with great kindmefs ; which made fuch an impreflion on 
him, that he was eafily prevailed upon to turn his arms 


J m + • • 

a train ft his namrTake and ally, whom he defeated, and after- 


waras muraered. 
war. 


Germanicus gained great honour in this 

Unon 
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Upon the fubmiffion of one Bato, and the death of the Augujius. 
other, the emperor left Ariminum , and returned to Rome j i — —> 
where great complaints were made to him, particularly by 
the knights, againft the law he had made fome years before, 
concerning, unmarried perlons, and fuch as had no children. 

The loofenefs of their lives was what made them averfe to 
marriage, and what now induced them to endeavour to get 
that law abolifhed. Upon this, the emperor lummoned th c Augujius 
whole body of the equeftrian order, and commanded the mar- encou- 
ried and the unmarried to be placed feparately : then,obferving rages mar- 
the former to be much inferior to the latter in number, after riage. 
highly applauding the married ones, he told the others. 

That their behaviour had been fo peculiar , that he knew not by His re- 
ivbat name to call them: not by that of men , for they had per- proof to 
formed nothing that was manly ; not by that of citizens , for the the un- 
city might perijh for them ; nor by that of Romans, for they married 
fumed determined to extirpate the Roman race: but by what name knights. 
foever he called them , their crime , he laid, equalled all other crimes 
put together ; for they were guilty of murder in not fujfering thofe 
to be born who (houlcl proceeil from them of impiety , in abolijhing 
the names and honours of their anceflors ; of facrilege , in de/lroying 
their Jpecies and human nature , which owed its origin to the gods, 
and was confecrated to them : that they diffolved the government , 
by difobeying its laws ; betrayed their country , by making it barren 
and wajle ; and demolijhed their city , by depriving it of inhabit¬ 
ants. He added, That he was well apprijed , their leading a Jin¬ 
gle life did not proceed from any fenthnents of virtue , but from a 
loofenefs and wantonnefs , which ought not to be fuffered in any 
civil government. Having finifhed his fpeech, he doubled the* 
rewards of fuch as had children, and laid heavy fines on all 
unmarried perfons, if they did not alter their condition 
within a year. This was called the Papia-Popeean law, be- The Pa - 
caufe it was ena&ed in the confullhip of M. Papius Mutilus pia-Pa- 
and Popeus fccundus. It was alfo called the Julian law, paan , or 
from its being publilhed by Augujius , who was of the Julian Julian 
family. At the lame time, that he might not feem to dif- law: 
courage any thing that had the appearance of virtue, he be¬ 
llowed upon fuch women as had vowed perpetual virginity 
the fame rewards and privileges as upon mothers. This year 
the poet Ovid was banilhed to Tomos in Pontus , an inhofpi- Ovid ba¬ 
bble climate, from which all his intreaties, and thofe of his nilhed. 
friends, could not prevail upon the emperor to remove him. 

The caufe of his difgrace has been varioufly accounted for; 
but he himfelf gives us pretty plainly to underftand, that 
it was owing to his having accidentally overfeen a loofe ac¬ 
tion of the emperor’s, ill becoming his years ; for his amo¬ 
rous difpofition feems never to have quitted him *. 


* 
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Upon 


33 ° 

Augujlus . Upon the fmifhing of the wars in Dalmatia and Pannsni; 

l—- y-' ‘Tiberius and Gcnnar.lcus returned to Rome , where they were 

decreed triumphal honours. The title of Imperator was een- 
Year of ferred on Augujlus. and Germauicus was allowed to Hand for 
Romep 6 a. the confullhip, though he was but twenty-four years of age. 
of Cbrij't But this joy was foon changed into the deepeft mclanchoi. 
io. by the difmal news of the entire defeat of jQnintilius Vartb 


A 


R 


I STOR 


brought to Rome five days after the arrival of Tiberius and 
fhtintilius Germauicus. Fanes had been governor of Syria ; which pro- 
Varuspxo- vince he found rich, and v/as himfelf poor; but when he left 
vokes the /V, lays Velleius he was rich , and the province poor. From Sv- 
Germans, Via he was removed to Germany , where he (fill purf'ucd the 

fame method of filling his own coffers, and by his rapines and 
extortions roufed the Germans from the peaceful temper they 
had lately been lulled into, and infpired them with an eager 
defire to {hake eft’ the Raman yoke. Armtmus , a young no¬ 
bleman of great parts and extraordinary valour, put himfeli 
at their head, and, after artfully drawing Varus from the bor¬ 
ders of the Rhine farther up into their country, by fuggeft- 
ing to him the neceffity cf {hewing himfelf to the inhabitants 

r .1 t * n • i n ii t • _ 


of the more diftant provinces, he fell upon him unawares, 
at a time when he was furrounded on all fides with woods, 
fteep bibs, and marfhy grounds, where, unable to efcapc, 
by whom and giving up all for loll. Varus , after being dangcroufly 
he is n- wounded, killed himfelf. Moll: of his chief officers followed 


tirely de- his example. 


fcated. 


Fliree complete legions, and fix cohorts, were 


almoft intirely cut off in this fatal action ; the greateft over¬ 
throw the Romans had ever received fince the defeat of Crap 
fus by the Partisans. The legions that perifhed upon this 
occanon, were the beft of the whole empire for valour, c’ifci- 
pline, and experience ; fo that the news of this lols threw 
the whole city into the utmoft confirmation, there being few 
families that had not a {hare in the common misfortune. As 
for Attgujhts , he let no bounds to his grief, but tore his 
garment, let his beard and hair grow for feveral month;', 
and, like one diffracted, knocked ins head againft the wall, 


defeat as a day of mourning. 


'Flic Romans were ft ruck wall 


Several 
laws rub- 


apprehenfions of the enemy’s advancing, and attacking them 
even in the capital: hut learning ihortly after that the Ger¬ 
mans had neither pa fifed the Rhine , nor made the other advan¬ 
tages they might have done of their victory, their fears abated, 
and levies were railed, and difpatchcd as quick as poffible un¬ 
der the command of Tiberius, who, with Germauicus , obligee 
the rebels to retire. 

The next year. Align flu- puhlifhcc! an edict, forbidding a!, 

augurs, aftrologcrs, and ft jtu u; tciki", to utter, r jiher ,if 

pub.;: 
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public or in private, predictions concerning the death of any 
)Tia n : not that he was under any appreheniions himfelr, for 
he had caufed his nativity to be calculated and publicly ex- 


33 * 
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poled, 
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but on account of the difturbances which thefe im- J 3 ^ 
palters had occalioned in many families. He likewife re- Augujtuo* 

vivcd the edi£t, forbidding any of the equeftrian order to 
light in the arena* threatening with infamy, and even death, 
juch as fliould dare to tranfgrefs it. Extending his care to 


t’a* dill ant provinces, he all’o commanded, that no public ho¬ 
nours Jhould be bejlowed on the governors of them* during the. time 
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ef their cuhninijlration* nor within fixty days after their departure* 
(ecaife thofe honours had often made them behave with an infolent 
baughtinefs towards thofe over whom they were placed. After this, 
he named Germanicus confui for the enfuing year; and, bein 


now in his feventy-fourth year, and finding the whole bur¬ 
den of public affairs too much for him to bear alone, he 
flared the fovereign power with Tiberius* invefting him He makes 
with a far greater authority than he had ever granted to Tiberius 
Agrippa. The decree which the fenate paffed on this occa- his coi- 
fion, at the emperor’s requeft, was couched in the following leguc in 

i the fove- 
l reignty. 



This decree put Tiberius* 



a manner, upon a level with 


Augufins. The next year, Augu/his* by a fpecial edidf, de¬ 
clared the authors of all lampoons and fatirical writings, at¬ 
tacking or blackening the reputation of any perfon whatfo- 
cver, guilty of high-treafon, and punifhable with death. To¬ 
wards the end of this year, he v/rote two letters ; one to the 
fenate, recommending Germanicus to the confcript fathers; 
and the other to Tiberius* recommending the fenate to him ; 
which 

he 


rich was generally looked upon as a plain declaration that 
defigned to leave Tiberius the fame authority over the fe¬ 
nate as he himfclf had enjoyed ; but that he would have all 
others, thofe of his own family excepted, pay an intire obe¬ 
dience to that venerable bodv. He defined the fenate no 


longer to take the trouble of waiting upon him at his houfe, 
as they had ufed to do, fuch attendance being inconvenient 
to him by reafon of his age ; and to excufe his not going 
to them as formerly ; and that they would appoint his twenty 
counfellors out of their body, with whom he might advife in 
matters relating to the (late. The fenate readily granted his 
requeft: and moreover decreed, that whatever he Jhoidd refclve 
upon with the twenty fenators ajjigned him* the coif ids for the 
year, the cotfids elect* and his adopted fon and nephew* Jhould have 
thejume. force as if voted and pajjed in the fenate. 

f he following year, Augvjniss fourth term of five years Augufim 
he-.ng near expired, he accepted. Dim Coffins lays unwillingly* 
me government for ten years longer. At the fame time he 

I t f!>p t itKnnifv^ fnunnr Z'.r flip 
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wed the uibunitial power, in favour of Tiberius* for the power the 

like fifth time. 
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like term of years, and impowered Dntfus to (land for the 
cofifullhip at the end of two years, though he had not yet 
Year ef difeharged the office of praetor. After this, he made his will, 
Rome766. which he delivered to the veftal virgins. 

Augujlns having thus fettled matters at home, refolved once 
more to attempt the redu&ion of Germany, and the revenging 
of the death of Varus, and the lofs of his legions. To this 
end, he railed two numerous armies, one of which was to be 
Germans - commanded by Tiberius, and the other by Germanicus. This 
fent laft was ordered immediately to Gaul, from thence to invade 

the countries, which, at the inftigation of Arminius, had 
withdrawn their obedience to Rome. Tiberius was appointed 
to lead his army into Jllyrictm , and penetrate on that fide 


cm 
into Ger 
many . 


Auguft 


us 


Marob 

- — —' — Q 

yet fubdued. Augnfius , taking Tibcrit 

ift 


makes a by which it appeared, that their number amounted to four 
3d cenfus. million, one hundred and thirty-feven thoufand, including 

women and children, according to Suetonius. While the ce¬ 
remony was performing in the field of Mars , an eagle was 
obferved to fly feveral times round Auguftus, and then alight 
on a neighbouring temple over the fir ft letter of Agrippds 

This was looked upon, not only by the multitude 


name. 


Auguft-, 


ifelf, as an omen of his approaching end. 
Tiberius fet out for Jllyricum, and Auguft 
1 as far as Beneventum , 


from whence he pro- 
He goes ceeded'to Naples, partly to affift at the games which were to 
to Naples , he exhibited there on his birth-day, hut chiefly in hopes 

that the air of that city, to v/hich the Romans ufed to refort, 
even in thofe days, for the recovery of their health, would 
be of fervice to him. He performed the journey with un¬ 
common chearfulnefs attended by Livia, who, as wc may 
imagine, was very affiduous about him in fo critical a junc¬ 
ture. After he had fpent fome time at Naples, he v. r as ‘cized 
is taken with a diarrhaxi; upon which he refolved to return to Rome: 
ill there, but in bis way back, his diforder increafing, he was obliged 

to flop at Nola in Campania, and there take to his bed. He 
then fent for Tiberius, 1 and fome of his moft intimate friends; 
and after converfing with them fome time, and giving them 
many wife and ufefttl inftruftions relating to the manage¬ 
ment of their own affairs, as well as thofe of the public, he 
called for a looking-glafs ; and, having caufed his hair to be 
fet in order, and his wrinkled cheeks to be fmoothed up, as 
and dies was cuftomarv among the ftage-players, he afked his friends, 
at Kola. Whether he had afted his part well? and, on their anfwering, 


Year of JJ e 
Romeyby. fix 


Then clap me, laid he, for I have ended it. He then 


of Chriji bring 


ixed his eyes on Livia, who held him in her arms, and, de- 
iring her to remember their marriage, and the ties which 




had kept their hearts fo long united, quietly expired 

Such was the end of the great Auguftus, in the feventy-lixtn 
year of his age. Livia was fufpectea of having haliened his 

death 
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death, for fear of his being reconciled to his grandfon Agrip- Auguflus. 

paPojihumus . whom he had banilhed fome years before to the '-< 

ifland 0 iPlanaftay and to whom he had lately made a private 

viiit. 

The body of the deceafed emperor was carried to Rome His body 
with great pomp and iolemnity. Tiberius , in virtue of the conveyed 
tribunitial power with which he was invefted, appointed the to Rome. 
fenate to meet the next day; when Augu/lus’s will was 
brought by the veftal virgins, and read aloud by Polybius , one 
of his freed-men. It began thus : Since the gods have been His will, 
flea fed to deprive ?ne cf'my grandchildren * Caius and Lucius, / 
rkwrvTiberius my heir , &c. A preamble which plainly fhews, 
that he would never have adopted Tiberius , nor appointed 
him his fucceflor, had thofe two young princes, or either of 
them, lived. Tiberius and Lroia were appointed his firft 
heirs; his grandchildren, and their children, his fecond ; and 
the great men of Rome his third heirs. Lroia was adopted 
into the Julian family, and honoured with the title of Au- 
yujla. To the Roman people he left four hundred thoufand 
great fefterces; to the populace thiity-five thoufand ; to every 
common foldier of the praetorian guard, a thoufand fmall 
fefterces; and to every foldier of the Roman legions, three 
hundred. The funeral honours, which were next confidered, His fune- 
were performed with the greateft magnificence that had ever ra i. 
been feen in Rome. DruJ'us read a Ihort elogium of the de¬ 
ceafed emperor, and Tiberius pronounced his funeral oration. 

When fire was fet to the pile, an eagle was let loofe from the 
top of it, as if it were to carry his foul to heaven. Livia 
afterwards depolited his allies, in an urn of gold, in the fine 
maufoleum he had long before built for himfelf in a grove 
between the Tiber and the Flaminian way. The men were 
ordered to mourn for him three weeks, according to cuftom; 
but the women a whole year; probably out of compliment 
to Lroia. As foon as the funeral was over, divine worfhip Divine 
was decreed him, with a temple and priefts. The houfe honours 
in which he was born, that in which he died, and moftofthe decreed 

houfes in which he had lived, were converted into fan&u- him 
aries. 


■Auguflus was a man of found judgment, great penetration. His cha- 
and lingular fagacity in improving opportunities, and in ap- ra & cr , 
plying the abilities of others to his own ends. In the times 
of the republic, when valour and eloquence were the only 
means of rifing, he would have made but a middling figure; 
for he was quite deftitute of the former; and the latter, tho’ 
it was eafy and flowing, was by no means fit to move and 
controul the fpirit of republicans. He found his way to the 


throne already made by his great uncle Julius ; or he 
never have thought of attempting it. He had, it i 


would 


is true 


powerful enemies to contend with, whom he overcame ; but 
his vidlories were owing to others, and not to himfelf. By 
the bravery ol Anthony , he conquered Brutus and Cajjius ; and 

by 
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by the valour of Agrippa, he conquered Anthony . Nor did it 
require extraordinary abilities to hold the empire, when he 
had once acquired it; the Roman fpirit being entirely broken 
and all thofe cut off, either in the battles of Philippi and 

Att'wm, or by bloody profcriptions, who had courage enough 

to Hand up in defence of their liberties. He was naturally of 
a cruel and vindictive temper, and did many mean things to 
fatisfy his revenge, which the great foul of Co:far would have 
fcorned. We meet with no in nances of his fo much boalred 
clemency and moderation, till he had facrificcd to his jcalouiy 
all thofe whom he cither feared or fufpected. When he had 
thoroughly mattered the ftate, utterly extinguiflied all no¬ 
tions of liberty, and inhumanly maffacred fuch as he thought 
capable of thwarting his deligns, or difturbing him in the 
poffcfiion of his ufurped power, he then governed with great 
mildnefs, and difeharged all the duties of an excellent 
prince : which gave rife to the faying, that he Jhould never 
have been born, or never have died. When he had no longer 
any heirs of his own blood, whom he liked, he adopted the 
foils of his wife, and their Ions; which plainly {hews, that 
his former feints to refign the fovereignty were mere artifice, 
and that he was determined to i'ntait ttavery upon his coun¬ 
try, and extend his ufurpation even beyond the grave,- 
Whether the mild laws he eftablifhed, and the mildnefs 
with which he governed, after his fovereignty was tho¬ 
roughly eftablifhed, fufficiently atoned for his ufurpation, 
and the many crimes attending it, we leave to our readers to 
determine. 
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-Agrippa, whom he cabled to be killed by a militaiy tribune, 

in whole, cuftody he then was, before he fuffered 'Augvjhs s 

Agrippa death to be made public. He avoided mentioning thistranf- 

P oft humus action in the lenate,* and gave out, that it was done by the 
killed by ' ~ ' 

STiberius's 

order. 


Al 
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news of his death. The better to fupport this ftcry, when 
the tribune acquainted Tiberius that he had executed his com¬ 
mands, he immediately anfwered. That he had given no fuch 
command, and that he fie on Id be anjtveralde to the fenatc for what 
he had done. Crifpus Sail?fins, who was privy to all the ie- 
crct counfels of Tiberius, and had lent the tribune the war¬ 
rant for the death of Agrippa , alarmed at this, ran direcfly 
to Liv\a i and advilccl her, by no means to divulge the 
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ifters, and Tiberius. 


r u- fervices of the foldiery; adding. That Tiberius Jhould 




of weakening the f 


the fenate 
be preferved entire but in one per 


authority , /»_y referring 



of abfolute poiver being fuch 

(on. His advice was 


of 


cruel 


affair. 


iguft 


theconfuls, fenators, and knights, ran headlong into flavery; 
as Tacitus expreffes it: and that complaifance and efteem 
which they had for Augujius, degenerated into bale fawnings Tiberius'*. 
and vile flatterings to Tiberius. All fuits and petitions were feigned 
no .’/made to him ; and being offered the government in the modefty. 
fenate, though he had already fecured it to himfclf, he, with 
much artifice, began to talk of the greatnefs of the Roman 

• *__~ .... • n.. r • i 


empire, his own infufficiency for fuch a charge, which he faid 


« 

J 



and neat abilities , it would be more advantageous , that many* by 
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■ifels, Jhould 


After this, he expreffed 


to lay the whole burden upon one man. 
himfelf in more ambiguous terms, till the whole body of the 


him 

to accept the government. Pretending then to yield to their 

ties, he faid he would undertake the government of any 
of the Jlate that they might think fit to intrujl him with. 


but that he was unequal to the weight of the whole. Upon this, 
Minus Gallus ajlied nim, What part he was willing to accept of? 
This unexpected 
vering himfelf, he anfwered, That it would ill become him to 
chufe or reject any one part of that from the whole of which he de- 


tjed 


fTfion 


CIO 1 

d not afk that quejtion , as if he defigned 
tfelf indiviftblc ; but to convince him , 


f'jucntly could be actuated only by one foul. Then, continuing 
his fpeech, he made a long defcant upon the great merits and 
accomplifhmcnts of Tiberius , his many victories and con¬ 
quers, and the -feveral offices he had borne with diflin- 


guifhed honour. 


Quintus Haterius , Ma 


wrens Scaurus, and feveral other fenators, fpoke nearly in the 



him, That ether 

readily • but that 
firmed. N one 


flow to perform what they promifed 



length. 
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Tiberius. length, pretending to be overcome by the importunities of 
C .—i > the coni'cript fathers, and complaining of the heavy bu>d»n 

they laid upon him, he yielded by degrees to their requeft 
He takes and in the end accepted the government, telling them, that 
upon him they might Hill have hopes he would one day refign it; that ht 
the em- would accept and bold it till fitch time as they , in their great pra~ 
pi re with dencc , jhould think fit to give repcfc to his old age. Thus was a 
feigned crafty diflimulation on one fide, and an ahjedf flattery on the 
reludance other, carried to a length deftrudtive to the Roman ftate and 

people ; and Tiberius Claudus DruJ'us biero , in the fifty-fixth 
year of his age, was inverted by the fenate and people with 
the fame unbounded power which Augujlus had enjoyed. 

The fenate, fetting no bounds to their fervile adulation, 
were for immediately heaping extraordinary honours on the 
mother of their new emperor: but Tiberius abfolutely forbid 
any fuch thing, not fuffering even a li&or to be decreed her, 
though every veftal enjoyed that mark of diftin&ion. Such, 
from the very beginning of his reign, was his ingratitude to 
his mother, to whom he chiefly owed his elevation to the 
throne. He was a no lefs cruel hufband, than an undutiful 
fon; for he was no fooner declared emperor, than he flopped 
the fmali penfion which Augujlus had always allowed Julia 
for her fupport in her banilhment; fo that this unhappy 
Julia dies princefs, after a long lcries of miferies, died of want in the 
of want, fifteenth year of her exile. At the fame time Sempronius 

Gracchus , one of her chief favourites, was, by Tiberius’s 
order, put to death in the ifland of Cercina , to which he 
had been confined by Augujlus . But his principal care in the 
beginning of his reign, was, to engage in his intereft his ne¬ 
phew Germanicus , whofe extraordinary parts and fweet tem¬ 
per made him be adored by the foldiery and people. In order 
to this, though he hated Germanicus in his heart, he alked, 
and obtained for him, the proconfular power, and immedi¬ 
ately difpatched into Germany perfons or the firft rank to ac¬ 
quaint him therewith, and condole with him, in his name, 
for the death of Augujlus. He then named twelve candidates 
for the praetorfhip ; among whom were Velleius Paterculus , 
The pri- the hiftorian, and his brother. The people had hitherto en- 
vilege of joyed the privilege of creating magiftrates, or, at leaft, 
creating fhared it with the emperor; one half of the magiftrates be- 
magi- ing named by him, and the other by the tribes, aflembled in 
ilrates in-the field of Mars ; but Tiberius, in the firft elections, de- 
vefted in prived them of their antient rights, and transferred them to 
the fenate. the fenate. The people complained of this innovation, but 

no difturbances enfued; and the fenators were pleafed with 
it, becaufe it freed them from the charge of buying votes, and 
the fhame of begging them. 

The army Tiberius had fcarce taken pofleflion of the fovereign power, 
in Panno- when lie was informed that the army in Pannonia , wanting 
nia muti- to take advantage of the death of Augujlus to procure them- 
nies, felves unreafonable indulgences, and being inftigated by one 

PcrcenuiuSt 
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Percrnnius, a common foldier, had mutinied again# their Tiberius . 

commander Julius Bl/sfus .. Julius was immediately ferit to 
aciiythem, and Tiberius himftlf wrote them a letter, wherein 
. eproinifed to fpeak to the fenate in their favour. But pro- 
miles would not fatisfy them : their fury was worked up to 
fuch a pitch, that they were deaf to all reafon, and would 
probably have proceeded to the greateft violences again# 

Drufus , and feveral other of their chief officers, had not ig¬ 
norance and fuperftition unexpe&edly reftored a calm, which 
no intreaties could efte<£L One night, which feemed to be but fo ter¬ 
med upon by the mutineers for the execution of fome hor- rified by 
lid aefign, the moon, on a hidden began to darken in the ah eclipfe 
midft of a clear fky, and by degrees was totally eclipfed. The that it re- 
foldiery, ignorant of the natural caufes of this phcenomenon, turns toits 
and imputing it to the anger of the gods on account of their duty, 
revolt, were {truck with fuch terror, that they quietly re¬ 
turned to their duty. Percennius , arid the other ringleaders of 
the [edition were put to death.. 

Almofl at the fame time, and for the fame caufe, the legi- The legi¬ 
ons in Germany , which were much more numerous, revolted onsinGVr- 
v/ith greater fury, in the abfence' of Germanicus. They many re- 
(loldly afferted. That, as the principal grandeur of the Roman volt, 
empire ivas owing to their arms, they haa a right to difpofe of it 
as they thought proper: and accordingly, when Germanicus , 
who was adored by the troops, arrived at their camp, they una- 
nimoufly refolved to chufe him emperor; but his unbounded 
greatnefs of mind and generoflty would not fuffer him to ac¬ 
cept of any fuch offer, though his refufal endangered his 
life. At laft, by giving money to fome, and promifes to but are 
others, by uncxpe&edly cutting off many of the chief quelled by 
mutineers, and immediately turning hiis forces again# the Germani- 
reft, he quieted this dangerous difturbance, to the great cus . 
joy of Tiberius , who, neverthelefs, amid# all the praifes he 
was forced to give Germanicus in the ferrate, for this, and 
other great fucceffes again# the Germans , could not help be¬ 
traying a fecret envy and jealoufy of his profperity. 

Thefedi [orders among the troops, together with the great 
veneration which thev and all the people had for Germani- 
tus, were a fevere reurairit upon Tiberius , who now, with 
wonderful diffinnrlation, concealed thofe vices and enormities 
which afterwards .difpiayed themfelves fo openly 5 and arited, 
in mo# things, like a truly generous and clement prince. 

Of the many extraordinary honours that were offered him. 


he accepted but few, and thole of the loweft fort, 
bid 


He for- The be¬ 


any priefts or temples to be decreed him, or ftatues gining of 
fo be erected but by his own permiffion ; which he granted T iberius’i 
fometimes, but upon coriditiori that,they (houid not be placed reign very 
among images of the gods. He iefufed the title of Father of promifing. 
his country , and never took upon him the name of Jugufus, 
tho 5 it was hereditary, except in his letters to foreign princes. 

He had an averfion to flattery* and never would hear any 
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thing 



33& 


A GENERAL HISTORY 



Tiberius, thing that bordered upon it; nor would he permit the fenate- 

' to' fwear to the obfervation cf his ordinances, faying, That 
all mortal things were mutable and uncertain ; andthat the higher 
he was raifed the more be was expojed to danger. If any in the 
fenate happened to differ from him in opinion, the opposi¬ 
tion did not feem to give him the lead: offence. If libels, or 
fianderous reports, were thrown out againft him, he bore 
them with extraordinary patience, faying, 'That in a free city 
the tongues of men ought aljo to be free. His carriage towards 
the fenate was very refpedtful, nothing of moment being 
t ran fueled without their advice and approbation. He never 


His rc- 
fpedi fer¬ 
tile fenate ente 


wnen 


:ered into the fenate-houfe with any attendants, but once, 
en he was brought in, on account of an indifpofition, in 
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a litter ; and then he immediately ordered thofe that were 
with him to withdraw. He allowed every fenator to fpeak 
his mind freely; and happening one day to differ in opi¬ 
nion from Q. Haterius , Pardon me, J befecch you , faid he, 
if, as a fenator, I fpeak agahfl you with more freedom than ordi¬ 
nary. Then, turning to the whole affembly, he faid, Mod 
'venerable fathers , I but repeat what / have often faid before ; that 
a good and moderate prince, to whom you have given fo great and 
abfolute power , ought to be ferviceable not only to the fenate , and 
the body of the city, but to every particular citizen ; nor do I re¬ 
pent of any thing I have faid of this nature , having always ac¬ 
counted you, as Ifill do, my good, jujl, and gracious lords. The 
fenate, on their fide, continually returned him the moft ex¬ 
travagant praifes and commendations, as did likewife many of 
the nobility; fo that no prince ever had more fervile flatterers, 
or knew better how to ufe them, to enflave and weaken the 


and con- ftate. Upon his 


fuls. 


firft coming to the throne, the Romans 
feemed more difpofed to ferve than he to command ; and gave 
themfelves up to flavery at a time when he could fcarcely 
have hoped for their fut>je£tion. He fhewed as much refpea 
to the confuls, always rifing up to them when they came 
into any place where he was, and giving way to them if he 
met them in the ftreets. The power he allowed them was 
fo great, that certain ambnffadors from Africa had rccourfeto 
them, defiring they would return them a fpeedy anfwer, 
ilnce Ccsfar, to whom they had been fent, put them off from 
day to day. 

He applied himfelf, with great care, to the reformation of 
forms the manners, and made many excellent regulations, by which 
manners he reftrained the immoderate expences of plays and fhews, 
ofthepeo- the vafe fums that were given for Corinthian vafes and other 
pie. rich furniture, and the luxury of entertainments, which was 

fuch, that thirty thoufand fdlerces had been paid for three 
mullets. To put a flop to this, he ordered, that the prices 
of provifions in the markets fhould be annually regulated by 
the fenate. All eating-houfes and taverns, of which there 
were at this time prodigious numbers in Rome, were, by his 
order, luppreffed, as places of extravagance, debauchery, and 

riot; 
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Hot: and, that he might, by his own example, countenance Tiberius. 

frugality in others, he had, even in his greateft entertain- 1 - y — - J 

merits, meat ferved up which had been drefled and cut up the 
ilay before, faying. That every pan had the fame tape as the 
whole. To check the prog refs of vice, lie drove out of Ro?ne 
a great number of young people, of both fexes, who were 
noted for their debaucheries; and at the fame time revived 
an ancient law, impowering all parents to punifh their 
daughters, even after they were married, if, by their loofe 
comlucl, they brought difgrace upon their families. In this 
particular he was fo ftrict, that he forbid the cufcom of kill¬ 
ing bv way of falutation. He feemed intirely averfe to 
loading the people with any new taxes ; and when fome go¬ 
vernors of provinces (hewed him by what means he might 
increafe his revenues from thence, he anfwered. That a good 
jhepherd ought tofthear , but not to flea, his flock. Such was the 
behaviour of Tiberius , while his authority was yet wavering: 
but we (hall foon fee him throw off the ma/k, and abandon 
liimfelf, without controul, to thofe vices, of which he now 
fo artfully affected the appearaiicfe of the oppofite virtues. 

The following year, Germanicus purfued the war againft the Year of 
Germans , and defeated them in feveral battles; fubduing the Romei6g. 
Ar.grivarii, the Cberufci, the Catti, with feveral other fierce Germani- 
nations beyond the Rhine, and recovering the enfigns loft by ra/s fuc- 
Varus, whofe remains, and thofe of his unfortunate legions, cefs a- 
heburied v/ith great folemnity. For thefe advantages he ereded gainft the 
feveral trophies and monuments in honour of the Roman ftate Germans . 
and emperor; upon one of which he put this modeft in- 
feription : The people betzveen the Rhine and the Elbe being van- 
mjkcd , Tiberius Caefar’r army dedicates this monument to Mars, 

Jupiter, and Auguftus j not fo much as mentioning his own 

name, to avoid all envy, or becaufe the memory of the adion 

was a fufficient teftimony of him, as Tacitus obferves. But 

all his caution could not fereen him from the jealoufy of the Tiberius 

fufpicious Tiberius, who, envying his fuccefies, and hating jealous of 

him the more for them, ufed every artifice he could think of him. 

to draw him from the German legions, whofe attachment to 

him he knew to be extreme. A domeftic infurredion fuf- 


pended for a while the execution of this defign of Tibe¬ 
rius. ■ One Clemens, a Have to that Agrippa who was killed 
immediately after the death of Auguftus, Wing about the fame 
age, and in his. perfon very like his late lord, afTumed his 
name, and catifed it to be reported in all parts. That Agrippa, 
h)<the peculiar providence of the gods , zvas ft ill alive. Numbers, 
of loofe and feditious people flocked to'him from all parts of 
Italy, and he, at the head of this rabble, boldly pretended 
a right to the empire. He was foon defeated, taken, and. 
brought before Tiberius, upon whofe afking him, Hozv he 
tame to be Agrippa ? he anfwered, As you came to be Crefar. 77 - 
hnusj either through fear or poliev, did not punifh him pub- 
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Tiberius, licly, but ordered him to be privately executed in his palace; 

and though many of his own houfhold, and feveral people 
of confequence, were thought to have aflifted him with their 
purfes, no enquiry was made after them. 

The qucliing of this diiturbance left Tiberius at liberty to 
indulge his diflike to Germanicus , whofe noble exploits daily 
increafed his jealous fears. The affairs of this year prefentcd 
him with the faired opportunity he could wifh, to recall 
him; for the Partbiam, having killed two of their kings, 
and refufed their lawful fueceffor, whom Tiberius had freed 
from being his hoftage, broke the peace they had made with 
Augujlus , and entered Armenia , whofe king was a tributary 
of the Romans. Tiberius , that he might proceed more by po¬ 
licy than authority, cauled a triumph to be decreed Germ- 
nicus for his exploits in Germany , and then wrote to him to 
return to Rome , and there enjoy the triumph he had fo 
juftly deferved ; adding, That he was truly fenfible of the dan- 



bad 


now 


gers and difficulties he had gone through , and that 
reduced theje barbarous nations low enough , to leave them to pur¬ 
sue their own domejiic feuds and to dejlroy one another. In an- 
fwer to this, Germanicus begged for one year more, to com- 
Germani- plete his conqueft- Tiberius was inflexible; and in order to 
cus recall- intice him home, he offered him a fecond confulfhip, which 
cd. he was to execute in perfon. Though Germanicus faw plainly 

that thefe were but fpecious pretences, fuggefted by envy, 
to rob him of the glory he was likely to acquire by another 
campaign; yet, finding it was in vain to perfift any longer, 
he at 'length complied, and let out for Rome with his wife and 
children. 

Ills ar- Tiberius received him with the greateft feeming friendfhip 
rival at and affection, and, with the deepeft diflimulation, com- 

Rome, 
and tri¬ 


umph. 


mended him to the fenate, as well deferving the higheft ho¬ 
nours they could poflibly bellow upon him. His triumph 
was exceedingly magnificent; and what added to the beauty 
of the fhew, and the fatisfaClion of the fpe&ators, was the 
extraordinary gracefulnefs of Germanicus’s perfon, and his 
chariot filled with his three fons, Nero , Drufus , ami Cains ; 
and his two daughters, Agrippina and Drujtlla. To render 
the folcmnity dill more complete, and the joy of the people 
more univerfal, Tiberius diftributed among them, in the name 
of Germanicus , a large fum of money, and named himfelfhis 
collegue in the confulfhip for the enfuing. year. But, not- 
withllanding all thefe demonflrations of regard, the people 
dill fufpedted his fincerity ; and what confirmed their appre- 
henfions, was, among feveral other proofs he now gave of 
his treacherous difpofition, his behaviour to Archelaus , king 
of Cappadocia , who had incurred his difpleafure many years 
before, by neglecting to pay his court to him during h>s 
retirement at Rhodes , and whom, after inticing him to Rowe 
by means of letters from his mother Livia , promifing him 

pardon, 
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pardon, provided he came in perfon to afk it, he caufed 
to be accufed as a criminal, and made him die miferably. 
At the fame time Antiochus, king of Commagene , and Pbilo- 
pater , king of Cilicia , dying, and fome difturbances arifing 
in thofe countries, to the prejudice of the Romans', and Sy¬ 
ria and ‘Judaea likewife petitioning to be eafed of part of their 
taxes; all thefe accidents, together with the Parthian and 
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:e, That the affairs of the Eajl could ; 
prefence of Germanicus in thofe par 
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cus 


_ „ .. . „ , :d The pro- 

him, with a greater power than had been given to any go- vinces of 

vernor fince the time of Pompey the Great. But to balance the Eaft 
andreftrain this extraordinary power, Tiberius removed from decreed to 
the government of Syria C. Silanus , who was Gersnanicus’s Germani- 
friend, and put in his place Cn. Pifo , a man of a moft vio¬ 
lent and untra&able temper, and in every refpect fit to exe¬ 
cute the fatal purpofes for which he was chiefly chofen. 

His wife, Plancina , who was ftill more imperious than him- 
felf, had likewife fecret inftru&ions from Tiberius and Li via 
to offer Agrippina all forts of infults, and to aflift h 
even in procuring the death of Germanicus if there 
occafion. 


fhould 


Germanicus fet out for his eaftern expedition, taking with 
him his children and his wife Agrippina , who, upon their 

Le/bos , was delivered of a third daughter, named 


Julia 




His noble 


tions, began to court the foldiers by bounties and carefles, 
to form fa&ions among them, to remove the ancient centu¬ 
rions and tribunes^ and place creatures of his own in their 
room, and to abule and vilify Germanicus. Though thefe 
proceedings, and the caufe of them, were well known to behaviour 
the young prince, yet, overlooking them all, as foreign to 
the bufinefs he was going upon, he haftened into Armenia , 
where, with the approbation of the nobility of that country, 
he placed the diadem upon the head of Zeno, the fon of Po~, 
lemen, king of Pontus, a friend and ally of the Romans. 

From Armenia he proceeded to Capadocia, and from thence 
to Commagene , both which kingdoms, being vacant by the 
death of their fovereigns, he reduced to Roman provinces, 

Soon after this, he renewed the ancient alliance between 
the Romans and Parthians j and having thus put an end to 
the difturbances of the eaft, he took a journey into Egypt , 

w the curiofities and antiquities of that famous coun- 
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whom he relieved from a great famine, by caufing the grain- 
aries to be every where opened, and the price of corn to be 
abated. The jealous emperor, laying hold of this opportu¬ 
nity, wrote him a letter, wherein he cenfured him very fe- 
verely for prefuming to enter into that province, when Au - 
n Vftiis } among other lecrets of ftate, had ftrietly forbidden 

all 
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‘ Tiberius . all fen a tors and Reman knights of any figure, to travel, thi 



%/A re- 


ther, without fpecial licence. 

Germanicus , having fiuisficd his curiofity in 

turned to Syr/#, where he found all the regulations ne had 
made utterly abolifhed, and the orders he had left with the 
legions wholly neglected. Unable to bear this infult he re¬ 
proached Pifo in very fha»*p and fevere terms, which, not- 
withflancling his natural boldnefs, and his confidence in the 
protection of 'Tiberius, fo frightened him, that he refolved 
to leave Syria, and abandon his government. While he was 
Palls lick, preparing for Ills departure, Germanicus was taken ill, but 

icon recovered, to the great joy of_ the people or Antioch, 
where he then was, who teflinea their gladnefs with public 
vows and faerifices. Pifo , enraged at this, ordered his lie- 
tors to drive away the victims, throw down the altars, and 
difperfe the people aficmbled to celebrate the feftivd ; im- 
mcdiatelv after which, he withdrew to Seleucia. Soon after 

- - * -— • i t r • | 

- r- -_, - o-, - and 

and dies, died, firmly perfuaded that Pifo had poifor.ed him, at the in- 


hi 



Year of 


ftigation of Tiberius and Livia , the only two perfons in the 

.. .. 1 Dion Gaffius, who were not afreft- 

Romeyyz. e d with fo great a lofs. When the news of his death arrived 
of Cbrift , Rome* the courts of juft ice, fhens, and houfes, were im- 


20 . 



mediately 

decree of the fenate, and nothing but fighs and lamentations 
was heard in every ftreet. The people, in a violent fury, 
murmured loudly, not only againft Pifo , but again ft the em¬ 
peror himfelf, and his mother Livia. Their complaints in- 
creafed fhortly after, upon the arrival of Germanicus ’s wi¬ 
dow Agrippina, with the allies of her hufband. She was re¬ 
ceived at her landing, with tokens of the dcepc-ft forrew, 
by infinite multitudes, who had flecked to Brimehfmm to 
condole with her. on fo melancholy an occafion. At feme 
diftance 


from 


Rome file was met by tlie fenate, and the 
whole people of that city, all drowned in tears, and ex¬ 
prefling the utmeft grief. Neither Tiberius nor Livia ap¬ 


peared abroad ; either been life .they thought it beneath their 
grandeur to lament publicly, or through fear of betraying in 
their countenances fome marks of joy amiuft the public la¬ 
mentations. The remains of the dcccafcd were depofitea in 


the tomb ox Auguf. its, the whole city attending them to the 


Pifo ar¬ 
rives at 
Rome, and 
is arraign¬ 
ed. 



fitch as, that he had corrupted the ibldiery with licentiouf- 
nefs and debauchery ; that he had done great injuries to the 
Roman allies ; that he had fullered himfelf to be called the 
f ath . er of the legions by the foldiers he had debauched; that 
fie had been barbarous and cruel to all good men ; and that 
he had borne arms againft the flute. His defence was poor 
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and weak: only the poifoning of Germanuus could not be Tiberius. 

proved fo evidently as fome other things. However, the an- L --- 

eer and feverity of the judges, the cries and threats of the 
people, and, above all, the artifices and diffimulations of 
Tiberius , drove him to fuch extremities, that, before his 
caufe could be finally determined, he was found dead in his His death 
bed, with his throat cut, and his fword lying by him. His 
wife Plancina, who was fuppofed to have been more guilty 
than himfelf,found means to efcape public punilhment, thro* 
the interceflion of Lima. 

Tiberius , having now got free from all his troubles and Tiberius 
jealoufies, began to throw off* the mafk, and to fhew his begins to 
vicious inclinations and tyrannical difpofition. Notwith- fhew his 
landing his fine profefiions in the beginning of his reign, it wicked 
was evident to many, that he had already deviated greatly from dilpofi- 
the wife maxims of Augujlus , all whofe public actions tended tion, 
manifeftly to the general happinefs of the Reman people and 
empire ; whereas this emperor made a falfe and myflerious 
intereft of the prince, feparate from that of the ftate, and 
almoft always contrary to the public good. Judgment, ca¬ 
pacity, and the wife fecrets of ftate, were now converted in¬ 
to llynefs, artifice, and dangerous dimmulation. 

A little before Germanicus’s departure for the eafir, he re¬ 
vived the law of lefe-majefty, or high treafon, to which num¬ 
bers of the nobility foon fell vidtims. The firft: of thefe was 
Libo Drij'us , defeended of the Scribonian family, one of the 
moft illuftrious in Rome, and no vv«*y inferior in nobility to 
the reigning houfe. His high quality rendered him ob¬ 
noxious to Tiberius: which a fenator, by name Firmius Ca~ 
tus , perceiving, refolvcd to gain the emperor’s favour, by 
giving him a plaufible. pretence to deliver himfelf from the 
perfon he difliked. With this view, having infinuated him-* 
ielf into the favour of the unwary youth, by flattering his 
hopes and ambition, and magnifying the nobility of his fa¬ 
mily, he prevailed upon him to confult the Chaldeans and 
magicians, whether he fhould not be one day inverted with 
the fovereign power, to which he had as good a claim, faid 
the treacherous Firmius , as the family that enjoyed it. This Libo Drx* 
was lufficient matter for a charge of high treafon. Libo was fas con- 
tried and condemned, and his eftate divided amongfl his ac- deinned 
cufers ; which, to ufe the expreflton of Ammianus Marcelli- f° r high 
was founding the trumpet to informations and arraignments, treafon. 
Libo , driven to defpair, killed himfelf. 

Apuleia Varilia, grand niece to Augujlus , by his filler, was Apulcia 
accufed, by one of that infamous profelfion, of having re- Variiia. 
yiied the deified Augujlus , Tiberius , and his mother Lima , accufed of 
and of having dilhonoured with adultery the blood of the treafon, 
Cicfars , which was high treafon, Tiberius admitted the ac- 
cufation, but fhewed great moderation in the profecution of 
the accufed, pardoning her invedtives, and mitigating her 
pijnilhment for the adultery, of which fhe was found guil-* 

£ 4 ty* 
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.'Tiberius, ty, into exile two hundred miles from Rome ; but Manlius 
l y — * who had debauched her, was banifhed Italy and Africa. 5 

JEmilia Lefida , great grand-daughter to Sylla and Pompey , 
Trial of and once dengned for the wife of Lucius Cafar, and fo/the 
JEmilia daughter in law of Auguftus , was charged with impofingup. 
Z epida. on her hufband Publius ^uirinus a fuppoiltitious child, with 

adultery, and with confulting the Chaldreans about the fate 
of the imperial family, which was a capital crime. Her 
brother Martins Lcpidus undertook her defence ; and Tiberius 
behaved on this occalion with fuch fubtilty, rhat it was im- 
poflible to difeover his real fentiments. At firft, he begged 
the fenators not to meddle with the article of treafon, and 
foon after charged M. Scrvilius to produce thofe very proofs 
which he pretended to fupprefs. Nor would he fufier Le- 
pida's flaves to be examined by torture, as to the articles of 




on the rack 


treafen, nor his fon Drufus , though conful eledt, to vo 
firft, left the reft fhould think themfelves obliged to follow 
his example. However, the flaves of Lepida confefling up. 

, that fhe had impofed upon ner hufband a fup- 
pofttitious child, and even attempted to poifon him, fhe was 
condemned to perpetual baniihment ; but her eftate was not 
confifcated. After her condemnation, Tiberius told the fe¬ 
nators, that he had likevvife learnt from her hufband’s flaves, 
that (lie had attempted to poifon him. 

Gtrmani- Towards the latter end of this year, Tiberius recommend- 
£us\ eldelt ed to the fenate Germanicui s eldeft fon Nero , that he might 
fon Nero ftand for the quaeftorfhip five years fooner than the law di- 
favoured reefed ; which, with a place in the college of pontiffs, was 
by Tibe- readily granted. The firft day he entered the forum in his 

virile robes, a donation of corn and money was diftributed 
by Tiberius to the people, overjoyed to fee a fon of Germa¬ 
in cus now of age. Their joy was doubled by his marriage 
With Julia , the daughter of Drufus : but foon after they 
faw, with the utmoft concern and indignation, the daughter 
of Sejanus betrothed to young Drufus , the nephew of Ger¬ 
man? cus ^ and fon of Claudius , who reiened after 


nus. 


Caligula . 


Death of 

Qermani- 


By this match, the Claudian family feemed in a manner de- 

credit with the em- 

Within a 


graded, and Sejanus , whofe power and credit v 
peror was already too great, raifed ftill higher. 

4-ay ir rJoTro ofi-AF /Iiorl of* Ktf O T//*rtr 


s ne- few days after, Drufus died at Pompeii by a very ftrang 

# f ^ t t t ^ t i ^ t 1 i » n i 


e ac- 


jnew 
Drufus . 


cident, bein 
as he threw 
month. 

Thi 


g choaked by a pear, which ftuck in his throat, 
it up in the air, in play, and caught it in his 


Death of This year died the poet Ovid , at Tomas in Partus ; and 
Ovid and the famous hiftorian Liv) ~ 


or Li-vx. 


Tiberius 


at Padua, his native city. He 
was the laft of thofe illufiiious writers who once adorned the 
court cf Auguftus . 

The folio win a ve,-r Tiberius held his fourth confulfhip, in 
goes into which his fon Drufus was his collegia? ; but loon after he 
Campania had aflumed the faftes, he retired to Campania, under pre¬ 
tence of his health, but, in reality, cither with a defign to 

’ accuftoin 
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,rri;ftom himfelf to live out of Rome, or to leave Drufus the Tiberius, 


honour of difeharging that office alone, and that his govern¬ 
ment might facilitate his lettlement in the empire after his 

(fcecafe. The moderation and mildnefs with which Drufus 
governed during his father’s abfence, encouraged fome lena- 
tors to apply to him for redrefs to an evil which was by de¬ 
grees grown infupportable. The ftatues of the emperor 
were become fan&uaries to profligates, who, laying hold of 
them, might with impunity threaten and infult whom they 


pieafed ; not even a mafter being allowed to punifh a flave 

for the invedtives he had uttered agailift him, while he held 
the emperor’s ftatue. Drufus put a flop to this abufe, and 
thereby gained the affedhon of the people fo much, that 
they overlooked his love of pleafure, and the luxury in which 
he lived. 

The Gauls, no longer able to bear the heavy tributes with The Gauls 
which they were loaded, and the pride and cruelty of their revolt, 
governors, attempted this year to fhake off the Ro?nan yoke, 
being ftirred up by Julius Floras, a native of Treves , and 
Julius Sacrovir, a leading man among the JEduans , or people 
of Jutun. They were both defeated by Caius Si Hus, and but are 
both of them killed themfelves. The next year, Tiberius fubdued. 
gave Drufus the tribunitial power j and Tacfarinas, a great 
and powerful man in Numidia, who had rebelled, and beer* 
defeated by L. Ajlronicus two years before, was now agaiii 
overthrown by Junius BDfus, who, in return for this fer- 
vice, was, with Tiberius ’s confent, laluted Impcrator by his 
troops, according to the ancient cuftom. 


Towards the end of this year, Drufus falling Tick, C. Lu- Prifcus 

• 1 /• 1 • l . 1 • 1 • ^ f 1 • A t « 


tonus Prifcus, a Roman knight, thinking the diftemper would condemn- 
prove mortal, wrote a poem bewailing his death, and, out ed and ex* 
of vanity, read it to fome of his acquaintance. As Rome ecuted for 
fwarmed with informers, he was accufed of this before the writing a 
fen ate ; and Haterius Agrippa, who, as conful eledt, voted poem, 
hrft, declared, that in his opinion he ought to be punched 
with death. The whole fenate, except two, who were 
for condemning him to perpetual banifhment, and con- 
fifeating his eftate, agreed to this motion, and Prifcus 
was carried back to prifon, and immediately put to death. 

To fo deplorable a ftate of flavery was Rome already redu¬ 
ced! But Prifcus’s real crime, as we learn from Tacitus, 
was, his having compofed a poem on the death of GermanT 
cus, which had been fo well received, that Tiberius could not 
help rewarding him for it. The emperor, who was ftill in 
Campania, behaved on this occafton with his ufual ajnbigu- 
ity, commending the fenate, in a letter which he wrote 
them, for their zeal in thus punifhing the flighteft injuries 
done to the prince ; but at the fame time intreating them not 
to be fo hafty in punifhing words. His feeming to difap- 
prove of this haftv execution gave rife to a new decree of 


the fenate. id 




That 


their orders mould not be carried td 

the 


4 



s 

‘Tiberius. 
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afury to be inrolled, (till which they had not the f orce 
of laws, and were called only the orders or authority of the 
fenate), nor the condemned perfon executed, in 1 e fs than ten 
davs after fentence had been given. But no criminals reap¬ 


ed any ben 

and reveng< 

S. 


Tib 


gv.la always obferved it, even with refpeiSf to thofe whom he 
himfelf fentenced to death ; and fo did all the fucceedinc 
emperors down to The:!fats the Great, who granted twenty 
days more to all that were condemned. 


X ii 




luxury or the Romans , notwithftanding their fuir.p- 
tuary laws, was grown to fo monftrous an _ excefs, in the 
cxpence of entertainments, number of domeflics, quantity of 

&c. that the sdiles 

thought it nece'flary, the following year, to move for fora, 
further regulation in that refpedt. The fenate referred the 
matter to Tiberius, who thereupon wrote them a 
which, after commend:;:: 






rv < r\ r% r* c* I 


letter, in 

of the aedilcs, he owned, 
Tiberius that the excefles they complained of ought to be checked 
refufes to by the feverefl laws : But, added he, if fuch laws were enacted, 
take upon even thofe who now cenfure this extravagance, vyoula[ be the f.ijl 

lain, that the Jiate 

corredting laid ft 


him the 


comb 


of 1uxu ry. 


the prey of inf 


tie ended his letter with te'ling 


That if any of the magif rates would undertake to p 
fo great an evil, he Jh&uld have both his fraifes and tk 


flop to i 

for eafing him of part of his 


read i n 


upon him that odious tajk 


but that, as to 




tr n 

The 

his letter, ordered the aediles to proceed no farther 


in that matter. Tiberius , by thus rejecting the propofal for 
reforming luxury, which would have proved an inexhaufti- 
hie. fund of impeachments and confutations, gained the fame 
of moderation among the nobility, with whofe wealth the 
informers would not have failed to enrich themfelves, had he 
either enforced the old, or eflablifhed new fumptuary laws. 

Soon after, Tiberius wrote another letter to the fenate, de¬ 
ft ring the tribun itial power for lb rif us, which was immedi¬ 
ately granted, and ftatues were decreed both to the emperor 
and his fon. JIT. Silamis moved, that, for the future, not 
the names of the confuls, but of thofe who exercifed the tri- 
Mcnnnefs bumtial power, fhould be prefixed to all records ; and Ha- 


ot tae tc- 


natt. 


ippa, that the decrees of that day fhould 
in letters of gold, and hung up in the fenate. Thus 


thofe once mighty fenators, the arbiters of kings and empe¬ 
rors, now changed into mean Haves, and become, by their 
infamous flattery, an object of derifion and contempt to all 
foreign nations, and to that very prjnce, whofe favour they 
ftrove to gain bv diferaeino- themfelves ; Tiberius being, 


more than once, overheard to fay to himfelf, as he was go- 

ino-mif of thf> f-na tp. f) men prepared for bondage ! So much 


flattery, though 


berty 
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berty. Drufus , who was then in Campania , wrote the fe- Tiberius. 
nate a letter of thanks for their giving him the tribunitial 
power, but did not condcfcend to come to Rome to re¬ 
ceive it. ..... 

Not long after this, Livia being taken dangeroufiy ill, Tiberius 
Tiberius haftened back to Rome , the mother and fon ftill returns to 


jiving in perfect amity, or artfully difguifing their mutual Rome, 
hatretl, which laft was generally believed to be the cafe. 

The fenate, on this occahon, decreed fupplications to the 
gods, with the celebration of the great games, for her reco¬ 
very, and betrayed fuch a mean fpirit of fervitude, that even 
Tiberius himfelf was afhamed of their behaviour. 

Though Tiberius had gained an abfoiute command over ( ,. ; - 


theperfons of others, he himfelf was almoft as much ruled 
by his favourite Sejanus, a Roman knight, bold and afpiring 
in his attempts, clofe and crafty in his defigns, but modelt 
in outward fhew and appearance. By his infmuations and 
artilices he gained fuch an afeendant over the emperor, that 
he made him extremely referved to others, but free and open 
to him. Tiberius made him captain of the praetorian guards, 
railed him to the higheft dignities in the ftate, extolled him 
in the fenate as the partner of his labours, and permitted 
his llatucs to be fet up in the theatres and other public pla-? 
ces. The ambitious Sejaniis , thus lifted up above his condi- 

fovereign power, as a 


Scjanus . 


ton 


r 

)« 


imed at nothing lefs than th 


Hep towards which, he refolved to get rid of Drufus . In 
order to this, he addreifed himfelf to Drifts’s wife Livia, 
filler to Germanicus, and having firft, by pretending a vio¬ 
lent pa.Qion for her, induced her to comply with his crimi- He de- 
nal oefires ; he afterwards, without much difficulty, pre- bandies 
vailed upon her to concur with him in deftroving her huf- the wife 
band, by giving her hopes of marriage, and making her his 0 f Drufus, 
partner in the empire ; to confirm which, he divorced his and poi- 
wife Apicata , though he had three children by her. Eudemus , f ons him. 
Livid s p’nyfician, was made privy to the defign, and, by 
their diredfion, prepared a flow-working poifon, that the 
death of the young prince might be aferibed to a cafual dif- 
temper. The fatal potion was adminiftred to Drufus by the 
eunuch Lygdus , one of his freedmen, as was learnt eight 
years after, when Sejanus , being difgraced, and punifhed as 
he deferved, the whole feene of iniquity was difeevered 
by his wife Apicata , and the confeffions of Eudemus and Lyg- 
tii'.s upon the rack. Drufus fell into a lingering diflemper, 
pined away, and died. 

Tiberias fhewed but little concern during the illnefs, or 
after the death of his fon ; nor indeed did the people, whofe 
hopes now were, that Germanicus ’s children, whom they re¬ 
veled and efteemed for their father’s fake, would fucceed 
to the empire ; whereas Drufus was in general difiiked,. and 
wen hated, for his cruelty and debaucheries. The fenate, 

however, decreed to his memory the the fame honours as. 

* ' • * • • | 

they 
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Tiberius, they had before given to that of Germanicus. Tiberius then 
w — y — — 1 presented Nero and - Drafts, the fons of Germanicus , to the 

fenate, with words to this effect. Confcript fathers , Tkcfefa- 
Tibenus therlrfs children I commended to their uncle , and befought him 
recom- the? he had iffne of his own , to bring them up and chcrijh than , as 
mends the if they were immediately defended from him. Drufus bebv> 
ions of fhatched from ns-, I addrefs my prayers to you , and , in the prefenci 
Gertnani- of the gods and our country, conjure you to receive into your i>n- 
cus to the tchiton the great grandchildren of Auguftus : fulfil your own duty 
fenate. towards them ; fulfil mine- Then turning to the youths, To 

you , Nero, (laid he) to you, Drufus, theje arc in the fiend of a 
father. Tour condition is fitch , that "whatever good or evil befalls 
you , mujl befall the commonwealth . Had he flopped here, he 
would "have left the fenators full of companion and admira¬ 
tion $ but his repeating anew what he had often faid before, 
and what had been fo often ridiculed, that he deftgned to re- 
Jlore the republic , made every one doubt the fincerity of what 
he had been faying. 

Tacfari- This and the following year put an end to the war with 
«<3jdefeat- Tacfarinas the Nttmidian , who was defeated and killed by 
td and P. Dolabella , proconful of Africa , with the afiiftance of 

killed. Ptolemy , who had fucceeded his father Juba in the kingdom 

of Mauritania. 

Rome was at this this time witnefs to fuch an example of 
horror and unnatural cruelty, as might alone be fufficientto 
render the reign and memory of Tiberius execrable to the la- 
Vtbius teft pofterity. Vibius Serenus , proconful of the Farther Spain , 

Serenut had, fome time before, been condemned for mal-admimtlra- 

accufed tion, and banifhed to the iiland of Amorgos. He was now 

by his dragged from that place of exile to a frefh trial, being ac- 

own fon. cufed by his own fon of treafonable pradices again# the 

majefty of the emperor. The father appeared before the 
fenate, bound in chains, with a dejeded countenance, and 
in the difmal habit of a criminal, while his fon, in the gay- 
eft attire, a Hedged a plot framed by his father againft the 
emperor; at the fame time acculing him of having lent 
emiflaries into Gaul , to ftir up a rebellion there. He like- 
wife charged C. Cornutus , formerly praetor, with having 
fup plied the confpirators with money. Cornutus , though 
innocent, no fooner heard himfelf accufed, than, looking on 
his accufation as a fure fignal of deftrudion, he killed him- 
fdf. But Serenus , turning full upon his fon, and fhaking 
his chains, begged of the gods that they would reftore him 
to the place of "his exile, where he might pafs his days far 
from fuch objeds of horror. He then urged that Cornutus 
was innocent, and only frightened with a falfe accufation, 
and challenged his fon to produce other witnefTes, and name 
other confederates, ftnee it was not probable, that, with one 
accomplice only, he fhould have thought of murdering the 
prince, and changing the government. The accufer then 

named C. Lcntulus and S. Talters, both men of the ftrft ran* 

i\\ 

♦ 
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in Rome, and the emperor’s intimate friends ; the former fo Tiberius. 
old, and the latter fo broken with infirmities, that Tiberius c-—y— 
himfelf could not. help blufhing when he heard them na¬ 
med, and immediately acquitted them. The Haves of the 
pretended criminal were then examined, and their teftimony 
proved favourable to their rnafter. Upon this, the popu¬ 
lace, provoked at fuch monftrous proceedings, began to 
threaten the unnatural fon with the punifhment inflicted by 
the laws on parricides, which fo terrified him, that he fled 
privately to Ravenna. But Tiberius , ftill remembering fome 
expreffions a little too free, which Serenus had ufed in a letter 
written to him eight years before, obliged the fon to return 
and purfue the profecution againft his father: and though 
nothing could be proved againft him, he was, by a majority 
of votes, fentenced to death as a traitor. Tiberius , indeed, 
to mitigate the odium accruing to him from fuch a crying 
piece of injuft ice, afterwards granted him his life, and re¬ 
manded him back to Amorgos. 

So little notice had been taken of the death of Drufus , that 
Sejanus. , emboldened in his villany, determined next to de- 
llroy the fons of Germanicus , the now apparent heirs to the 
empire. But as he could not compals his wicked defigns by 
poilbn, on account of the great vigilance of their mother, 
and the incorruptible fidelity of thofe about them, he artful¬ 
ly rouzed in the breaft of Tiberius’ s mother Livia the hatred 
Ihe had long borne to Agrippina , and by her means raifed 
jealoufies and fufpicions againft her and her children in the 
mind of the emperor, which, as we (hall foon fee, proved 
the ruin of that unhappy family. In the mean time, in¬ 
toxicated with his exceflive power, and urged on by the 
importunities of Livia , the widow of Drufus , who was 
continually reminding him of his promife ; he prefented a Sejanus 
memorial to the emperor, begging, that if a hulband was afksyoung 
thought of for Livia , he would remember his friend, to Li<via in 
whom he had already given innumerable inftances of his af- marriage, 
fection and benevolence. In anfwer to this, Tiberius com¬ 
mended the fidelity of Sejanus , curforily recapitulated his 
own favours towards him, and faid. He would con fider farther Tiberius's 
of his requejl ; concluding, however,, with telling him, Tat anfwer. 
there was nothing fo high , but his abilities and zeal for him might 
juflly claim j that he was meditating within himfelf by what ties 
to ' bind him , and that he would take a proper occafon to declare 
his Jentiments , either in the fenate , or the ajjembly of the people. 

Sejanus , knowing the emperor’s dark and diftruftful tem¬ 
per, was alarmed at this anfwer j upon which, laying afide 
all thoughts of marrying Livia , he earneftly intreated him 
not to give ear to the flanderous reports of his enemies, nor 
liften to the malicious infinuations of fuch as hated him on¬ 
ly on account of his unftiaken fidelity. The more he re¬ 
flected on Tiberius’s, anfwer, the more he was at a lofs how 
to behave, for fear of giving him umbrage. To refufe ad¬ 
mittance 
• - 
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Tiberius. mitlariCe to the numerous crowds of pcrfons of all ranks- 
v— —y—^ who daily frequented his hcule, to court his favour, would 

be leiTening his power ; and to fuller them to continue com¬ 
ing, might furnifii a handle for criminal accufations. In 


might furnifii a handle for 


mg, might furnim a handJe for criminal __ acculations. I n 
Ke per- this perplexity he at length refolvcd to perfuade the emperor 
fuaaes the to leave Romo, and retire to feme pleafant place, remote 
emperor from the noife and hurry of the city. His principal reafons 
to leave for this were, that there could then be no accefs to the 
Rente, prince, but by him ; that all letters and exp relies would 


emperor 
to leave 
Rente, 


of 


pals throi 


pal's through his hands ; and that Tiberius, declining in age, 
Year of and growing flothful and effeminate through the folitude of 
Rome 779. the place, would more eaftly transfer upon him the whole 
of Chriji , charge of the government. His perfualions prevailed ; and 
27. Tiberius left Rome , in the twelfth year of his reign, under 


a-jrm 7~’Q. 


*7 


pretence of going into Campania, only to dedicate a temple 
to "Jupiter at Capua , and another to Augufttis at Nola, but, in 
reality, determined never to return to Rome . Some writers 
aicribe this refolution of his to the artful infatuations of Se¬ 
janus : but as he continued in his retirement fix years after 
the difgrace and execution of that minifter, Tacitus thinks, 
that a more powerful motive which influenced him was, 
that of concealing in the oblcurity of a folitary place, his na¬ 
tural inclination to cruelty, lewdnefs and debauchery. Some 
too have thought, that he was afhamed of his perfon in his 
old age ; for he was very thin, tall, and (looped much; his 
head was bald, his face full of ulcers, and generally befmear- 
cd with ointments. Fie departed with a fmall retinue, hav¬ 
ing with him but one fenator, Cocceius Nerua , formerly ccn- 
fui, and well verfed in the knowledge of the laws ; one Ro¬ 
man knight, beiides Sejanus, by name Cui*tius Atticus, and 
l’ome men of letters, chiefly Greeks, whofe convention 
pleafed him; The aftrologers gave out, that he left Rome 
under fuch a conjunction of the planets, that he would ne¬ 
ver return thither, and that his end was at hand. The 


jsxpoies 


former part of this prediction proved true, and indeed the 
latter was very near being fulfilled loon after his departure} 
for, as he was fupping in a cave, or grotto, belonging to' 
one of his villas, its mouth fell fuddenly in, and buried l'ome 
of his attendants, which fo frightened the reft, that they all 
fled, except Sejanus, who, covering the emperor’s body with 


ltn 


hio perfen own > an d (looping upon his knees and hands, received 
for him. * ? di the (tones that fell from above ; fo that Tiberius cfcaped 

unhurt. From this time, the emperor, looking upon him as 
one quite regardlefs of his own lately, and only felicitous 
about his, repofed an intire confidence in him, and blindly 
followed ail his counfels, however bloody and deftructive. 
Drinks T be wicked minister, taking advantage of this confidence 
fVVviT into to deltrcy the family of Gennar.ieus, which alone could 
tab mice. thwart his ambitious defigns, firlt attacked Gcrmanicus s el- 
6 ’ deft fon Nero, a young prince, no way ambitious, but hem¬ 

ic fc of that dreumipeduou which his prefent (ituatinn 10- 

quirea. 
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duirecl. Sejanus placed people about him, who, by conti¬ 
nually'telling him of his high birth, and that both the peo¬ 
ple a/ id foldiers longed to fee him fhare the government with 
his grandfather, drew from him fome unguarded expreilions, 
which were immediately caught up, and, with many aggra¬ 
vations, carried to the emperor, who would not fo much as 
allow him the privilege of clearing himfelf. Even his wife 
betrayed him, by acquainting her mother Livia , the widow 
of Rruftis , and by her means Sejanus , not only with the 
words/but even with the fighs and dreams of her hufband ; 
and his brother Druftis , hoping to fucceed Tiberius , if his 
eldeft brother was quite fet afide, was likewife drawn into 
the combination. Sejanus , having thus fet Tiberius again# 
jbero, began next to confider how he might inflame him, at 
the fame time, again# Drufus and Agrippina, that the whole 
family of Germanicus might be at once involved in the fame 



ruin. t # 

The fame year that Tiberius left Rome, he appointed Pon- *• ublic ca- 

fhts Pilate governor of Judeea. The following year was in- lamities. 

troduced by a fatal accident at Fidena , not far from Ro?ne, 

where fifty thoufand perfons were wounded or killed by the 

fall of an amphitheatre. This was fucceeded by another 

public calamity, afire, which bioke out on Mount Ccelius , 

and burnt with fuch violence, that it intirely confirmed that 

part of Rome. Tiberius did, on this, occafion, all that the 

beft of princes could have done ; for, of his own accord, Tiberius's 

and at his own expence, he made good the lofs of every generofity 

fufferer. 

Though Tiberius had, by a public edidt, forbid all perfons He retires 
to difturb him in Campania , and even pofted foldiers on the to Cap re a: 
roads to prevent the concourfe of the people to the ,towns 
where he refided ; yet, wifhing ftill for greater privacy and 
retirement, he at length went to Capreas , a delightful ifland 
about three miles from the continent, over again# Naples. 

There he fpent the la# ten years of his life, giving himfelf 
entirely up to the mo# infamous lewdnefs and debaucheries, 

1 throwing off all concern for the commonwealth, but 
not his fufpicious temper : on the contrary, it increafed, if 
pofiible, and he gave more credit than ever to informers ; Se¬ 
janus artfully inflaming his jealoufies, and fomenting his dif- 
trufts. Spies and informers were employed in every part of 
Poms ; which caufed daily difturbances, and the ruin of many 
worthy families. If a perfon of merit expreffed any concern 
for the glory of the empire, Tiberius immediately fufpe&ed 
it was from a fecret defign of gaining it. Ii another had an 
innocent remembrance of liberty, he was looked upon as 
a dangerous perfon, and one who aimed at there-eftablifhing 
the commonwealth. To praife any of the antient Romans, 
was a capital crime ; to bewail Auguftus was complaining of 
Tiberius : in fhort, every action became liable to forced in¬ 
terpretations j the mo# innocent diicpurles expreiled evil 

defignsj 


an 
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dcflgns ; a difcreet filence concealed mifchievous intentions 
joy betrayed hopes of the prince’s death j melancholy, em 
of his profperity ; ami fear, the juft apprehenfions of 

guilty confcience : f<> that to {peak, to be filent, to be gk 
to be grieved, to be fearful, or aflfured,. were all crimes fre 
quently puniftied with death. But Sejanus’s wicked practi 
ces and contrivances were chiefly levelled againft Agrippb, 
and her fon Nero. As there was now no accefs to Titer'm 
but thro’ him, he no longer made his attempts upon them 
fecret, but openly placed guards about them, to watch a] 
their words and actions, and at the fame time fuborned fom 
of their acquaintance to advife them, rather than fuffer fuel 
treatment, either to fly to the armies in Germany , or public! 
to implore the protection of the fenate and Roman peo 
pie. Thefe counfds, though they rejected them, were laii 
to their charge, as if they had intended to put them hi exe 


Titius Sa¬ 
tin us put 


cution. 


Titius 


kinus put 
to death. 


was hurried to prifon for no other crime but his faithful at 
tachment to the family of Gennanicus. He was immediate]] 
after fentenced to death, and executed the fame day, with¬ 
out being allowed time to make his defence. The city wa: 
never feized with gr ater dread: one relation feared another 
a general diftruft reigned among all ranks of men ; ftranger: 
and acquaintance were equally avoided ; nay, even dumi 


dread and circumfpe<Stion. 


very roots and walls, occahoncc 
Tiberius no fooner heard of tht 


execution of Sabinus , than he wrote to the fenate, thankint 


Kc 

tv. 


puniftied 


That he led a life full of ft 


Though 

Ag>'ippir 


apprehenfi 


f the [- 


°f h 


: named none, it was not doubted but he 
and Nero , againft whom Sejanus and hi; 


The Erf- 


creatures were conftancly endeavouring to incenfe him. 
This year, the FriJ'ous , no longer able to bear the ty 


Jons de- of their Reman governors, {hook off the yoke, and defeated L 
feat the Jpronius , who had been lint againft them with a confidentbk 
Romans . force. But. Tiberius chofe rather to diflcmblc the lofs the 

empire had fuftained, than truft any able general with tht 
command of the army. 

__ V. _ - « ^ it 


Death of 

Lia.fi a. 


twentieth year of ner 


Julia , grand-daughter to Augujl 


of T? 


the following year died Lkna , the mother of Tiberius , and 
widow of Auguflus. In her were united the wifdom of hci 
luu'band and the diflimula.ion of her fon. Though {he had 
lacrificed every fentiment of honour to raife Tiberius to tht 
throne, his ingratitude to her was extreme. He avoided he: 
convcrfaiion, eincci.Jly in private, as much as poffibie; 
never fufrerrd her to meddie with ftate affairs, which, he 


faid, were above the lphcre of a woman ; law her but once 
timing the three veats {lie lived after his retirement, aim 

then 
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We 


profecuted all he 


then only for a v< 

her la ft iicknefs. 

friends, efpecially thofe to whom {he ... 

care of her funeral ; that of the many honours decreed her, 
he allowed but very few; and that he fupprefied her lalt 
will, which was not executed till after his death, by his fuc- 
ccil'or Caligula, who caufed divine worfhip to be appointed 
her. Sire died in the eighty-fixth year of her age. 

The death of Livid having delivered both the prince and 
his favourite from all reftraints, a letter was immediately dif- 

. i n • r\ A • • t it ' - 


Tib 



gainft Agrippina 


Nero , couched 


virtue 


in terms remarkably bitter, though they charged Nero with 
no crimes againft the ftate, but only with unnatural luff, 
and other impure pleafures. Agrippina’s known 
j’ereened her from any imputation of this nature ; but her 
haughty looks, and her violent and imperious temper, were 
alledgea againft her. The whole aflembly was {truck with 
terror at the reading of this letter ; but as the expreffions 
in it, their bitternefs excepted, were quite ambiguous, no¬ 
thing was concluded then. Tiberius thereupon wrote a fe- 
cond letter to the fenate, repeating his reproaches againft his 
grandfon and daughter in law, and complaining of the fe- 
nators for making no account of his refentment. The fe- 
natc hefitated no longer : Agrippina was banifhed to the A?rippinci 
illand of Pundataria , and Nero , her eldeft fon, to the ifland an d Nero 

of Pontia, where he died foon after of want. Her fecond fon banifhed. 
Dr 

clo 


ufi 
fe - 


ftate, and kept under 


part of the palace. 


e (hall 


fprak hereafter of the tragical end of Agrippina and Drufus , 
who lived four years in exile. 

The next year the fenate decreed many extravagant honours 
to Sejanuj ; among others, that his birth-day ftiould be ce¬ 
lebrated yearly ; that his ftatues ftiould be adored, and that 

facrifices ftiould be offered for his fafety. In 


vows 


and 


fhort, he was more relpelted and dreaded than Tiberius him- 
kIf, who, at laft, began now to fufpedt him. Antonia , the <T;heriu9 


Drufus , having received private intel- begins to 
ligence of his deep defigns, wrote a detail of them to the fulpeiSt Se- 
emperor, and font her letter to Caprces by one of her moft 
trulty domeftics. The emperor, thus warned of his danger, 
confidered with himfelf what method he had heft to take in 
fo dangerous a iituation, and found it more advifeable to 
employ addrefs than force. The firft ftep he took was to 


remove him from Caprcct by naming him his collegue in the 


conlulfhip for the next 
looked 


year ; an honour 


which Sejanus 

wreiyn’s affec¬ 


tion 


upon as the higheft mark of his fovereigi 
nd towards the end of the year he fent him to Rome, 
to take pofiemon of his new dignity. The fenate, thinking 
him in greater favour than ever, loaded him with new ho- 

Aiter this, Tiberius, t o found the fenaiors and oeo- 

| « ^ L 

ptc’, and try the itrength of Si’jmws's party, wrote frequent 
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nours. 
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lettcis, acquainting the fathers, at one time, that he was 
very ill ; at another, that he was perfectly recovered, and 
intended fpeedily to return to Rome ; fometimes commend¬ 
ing, and fometimes blaming Sejanus. This conduct furpii- 
fed the minifter, and his friends, who, feeing his credit with 
the prince fomewbat diminifhed, began to forfake him. 

The fenate, however, conferred on hivn the proconfular 

power, on his refigning the confullhip ; and at the fame 
time Tiberius honoured both him and his fon with a place 
among the pontiffs, but could not, by any means whatever, 
be prevailed upon to let him return to Capreao. 

At the fame time that Tiberius granted thefe marks of di- 
'lig-ula be- lEinclioii to Sejanus , he began to heap honours upon Cam, 
<nns to be lurnamed Caligula , the only furviving fon of Germanicus and 
diliin- -Agrippina. He had accompanied his grandfather to Cabrae , 
ouilhed. and artfully concealed, under an appearance of modelly, a 
& * temper fo favage and inhuman, that not the lead: figh or 

complaint efcaped him, when his mother and both his bro¬ 
thers were condemned. Tiberius made him this year augur, 
and pontiff of Augujlus , bellowing upon him the higheft 
encomiums, as if he had defigned to appoint him his fuc- 
ceffor. This awaked the jealoufy of Sejanus , who now could 
not forgive himfelf the many opportunities he had neglected 
to lecure the perfon of the prince, and feize the empire: 
but what mortified him moft of all was, a letter from Tibe¬ 
rius to the fenate, concerning the death of Nero, wherein he 
named Sejanus , without any of the epithets of praife which 
he had been ufed to give him. Neither did he doubt but the 
emperor had him in view, when he defired the fenate to 


V/ 


Impu¬ 
dence of 
Sejanus. 

His credit 


put in execution the decree forbidding divine worfliip to b 
paid to any mortal ; for vows were every where made, and 
victims llain, before the llatucs of Sejanus ; nay, he was arrived 
atfuch an height of arrogance, that he had the impudence to 
join his adorers, and offer (acrifices to himfelf. 

The crowds that had ufed conftantly to attend Sejanus , 
diminilh- perceiving that the emperor grew cool towards him, climi- 

r.ifhcd daily ; few perfohs, and thofe not of the firft quality, 
cfcorted him abroad, and no farther mention was made of 
him in the fenate. Tiberius , who waited only for this, rc- 
foived now to ffrike the blown To this end he gave out, 
that he defigned to in veil Sejanus with the tribunitial power; 
but, in the mean time, he privately gave the command of 
the praetorian guards to New/us Sertorius Macro, ill whom 
he knew he could confide, and lent him to Rome, with 


es. 


a 


letter to the fenate. 


CL 


/ / - 

fter having communicated to him*the 

Macro 


contents of it, and inftr acted him how to behave, 
entered the city late in the night, and immediately imparted 
his orders to the conful Regains, the other conful being ?- 
friend to Sejanus . Early the next morning Rcgulus affembled 

J J ^ O O i • 

the fenate, and Sejanus attended, cfcorted, according to nis 
cuflorn, by a detachment of the praetorian guards. As fooii 
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, s he was entered. Macro , ftepping out to the praetorians, 

his commiffion from the - ' ' 


CT~" 7 

i iueruts . 


fee wed tnem 


emperor, appomt- 



j f; ff him to command them, in the room of Sejanus ; a flu - 
jed them that Tiberius had ordered a conffderable fum to he 
dillributed among them, and ordered them back to their 

without the walls of the 


camp 
Qracinus 


Laco , who wa; 


mantled the city guards, 


privy 
placed 


city. In their flead, 
to the fecret, ana com- 

detachment of 


a 


ftrong 


Macro then went 


his men at the gates of the fenate-houfe. 
into the aflembly, with the emperor’s letter in his hand, 
which he had no fooner prefen ted to the confuls, than he 
hnftened to the camp, to prevent any difturbances there. 

The letter was read aloud, and, in confcquence of it, Scja- He is ar- 
nus was immediately fecurcd, carried to prifon, condemned relied by 
for high treafon, and executed the fame day. His body was Tiberius’s 
expofed like thofe of other malefa&ors, on the Scales Gctno- order, 
nifiy and afterwards abandoned to the rage of the populace, condemn- 
who dragged it for three days together through the ftreets ed, and 
of Romey and mangled it to fuch a degree, that the execu- executed 
tioner could fcarce find a limb intire, to throw, according the fame 
to cuftom, into the Tiber . The death of Sejanus was fol- day. 
lowed by a general flaughter of all his friends and relations, 
not excepting even fwo harmlefs infants, his children. 

Every one hoped that Tiberius would prove more mild, Tiberius 

grows 
more cruel 


now that Sejanus was dead, the many late executions being 
chiefly imputed to that ambitious minifter. But they foon 


found themfelves involved in greater calamities than ever, than ever, 
the emperor proving daily more cruel, and, which he had 
never been before, covetous and rapacious 


No 


rame 




or innocence, could fereen his unhappy fubjeils from the 


n 


dreadful effects of the very fiightefl ftifpicions ; and, at 1 
even his friends and counfellors fell victims to his furious 

4 

diftrufts. He was fo much afraid to truft any one with the 
leaft authority, that great provinces were, for feveral years, 
abandoned to the mercy of barbarous nations, whofi 
he bore, rather than he would 


inful 




fuffer their governors to go 
thither with the power of avenging the irate, and repelling 

had divorced 


the public foe. Apt can a y whom 


m 


Sejanus 

hopes of marrying Livia , the widow of Dnifus , feeing her 
child ren put to death, and their bodies publicly expofed, 
now wrote Tiberius a letter, acquainting him with the man¬ 
ner of his fon Drufus’s death, with no other intent but to' 
torment him, and then laid violent hands on herfelf. Tiberius 
was lo tranfported with rage, when,he found that his fon had 
been poifoned by a ccnfpiracy of Livia and Sejanus , that he re- 
f°]to exterminate all that had ever fliewn the leaft token 
of rnendfhip to either ; but before he would fuffer them to 
le executed, he made them undergo the rnoft exquifite tor¬ 
ments cruelty itfelf could invent; for he looked upon death 
as lo flight a punifhment, that when he heard one of his 
pnfoners, named CarnuliuSy had killed himfelf, he cried 

A a 2 out. 
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cfcapcd me. Another of his prifoners beg¬ 
ging him to halten his execution, he anfwered. You anal 


yet fo goodf 


Livia was ftarved to death. 


Among the numbers of people of great diftin&ion who 


'ifhed bv Tib 


7 " w v ~ v iliUi- 

AJinins Galius , Drujus the fon 
if dermauian, and his widow Agrippina. Afinius Galius was 
dlied to the family of the Cajars. Tiberius had long hated 
iim, on account of his marrying Vipfania , whom he had di- 
orced, but, with his udial dHumiliation, concealed it till this 

when Gallm being fent to him by the fenate, he re- 


r/i'Tr 

V-C4.1 l 


y . .. . „ . ... 

ceived him with the utmoft leeming cordiality, but, at the 
fame time, wrote to the fenate, requiring his condemnation: 

Death of f Q t j iat t j lc vc ,-y fay he was entertained as a friend at the 
Aftwus emperor’s table at Gaprea , he was condemned as a traitor at 
Lnltus. Rome, and a praetor was fent to fee the fentence put in ex¬ 
ecution. Even this lad mercy, of a fpeedy death, was de¬ 
nied him ; the tyrant keeping him three years longer under 


ith of fi ru r t 

'ifus 


making 


and of A- 


life nine days, by feeding on the flocks of his bed. Agrip¬ 
pina^ difappointed in her hope that Tiberius would prove 
crippma. j c inhuman to her and her fon, after the death of Sejmu, 

put an end to her miferies by abftaining from all food. 
Whilft Agrippina lived, Tiberius , out of lpite to her, protccl- 
kdls her- e( j t h e i n f amous Plancina, who being now tried and con- 

demned, executed with her own hand that vengeance which 
was rather too late, than too fevere. 


Plan cilia 


-1 1 


Year of This year the Saviour of the ITorld _ 

Rome- S,. Though it was now three years fince the death of Sejanm ; 

Tiberius , noway appealed, either by time, or the innume¬ 
rable vidtims he had already facrificed to his jealoufy, Hill 
purfued, with frefh rage, old, trifling and dubious imputa¬ 
tions, puniftiing them as recent, heinous, and proved 
crimes. Executions, even of the greatelt men, were now 
become fo frequent and familiar, that they were hardly ta¬ 
ken notice of: but that of Vibulenus Jgrippa, a Roman knight, 
11 ruck all with terror and amazement. After his acculers 
Death of had liniihed their pleading againft him, he pulled out poi- 
Yibuhnus fon, which he had concealed under his gown, and fwallowed it 
A»rib ha. in the prefence of the fenate. It was fo potent, that he dropped 


» * 2 1 - ' - - i / ( i # 

and others down immediately ; but nevcrthelefs, the Ii&ors dragged him 

to a dungeon,where, though he was expiring, he was llrangled 
by the common executioner. Cains Galba, a confular bro¬ 
ther to the emperor of that name, and the two B Inf, fcllby 
their own hands. Tigraucs , grand fon to Herod king oi 'j y - 
d<ra, by his father Alexander* and to Arcbchnis king oi Ccj>- 
•pa doc; a , by his 
ed feme time 
and, without 

and executed 



with the other pretended crimi.n 


' O 1 < 


9 * 
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coufin-german Agrippa was dragged to prifon, loaded with Tiberius. 
chains, and kept there in dole confinement till the death of 

Tiberius. 

Tiberius was now in the 78th year of his age, without Tiberius 
having been ever once indifpofed fmce he came to the em- is taken 
pire; but at length he was taken ill at AJlura, between Aiz- ill* 
tium and Circeii, as he was returning to Caprece from the 
neighbourhood of Rome, whither he often went, without en¬ 
tering the city. DhTembling his indifpofition, he went on 
to Mifenum, where, finding his ftrength begin to fail him, he 
llaid in a villa near the promontory, which once belonged 
to the celebrated Luculhis . The courfe of executions was 
not interrupted by his illnefs : numbers of illuftrious perfons 
{fill continued to be facrificed to his rage ; and on his read¬ 
ing in the journal of the fenate, that fome prifoners had 
been difeharged, becaufe he had only written, that informa- * 
tions were lodged againft them, without mentioning wit- 
neffes; tranfported with fury, he refolved to return to Ca- 
prea, and there revenge the affront that had been offered 
him. But the bad weather, and his diftemper, prevented the 
execution of this defign, and kept him at Mifenwn, where he His death 
died a few days after, having reigned twenty-two years, fe- Year °f 
ven months, and feven days. Some fay, that Caligula and Rome 790. 
Marco either fmothered or poifoned him ; but of that there °f Chrift 


feems to be no certainty. 

Though Tiberius had highly obliged the city by a generous 
donation towards the damages occafioned by a fire the pre¬ 
ceding year, yet the news of his death was received at Rome 
jvith the greateft demonftrations of joy, the populace run¬ 
ning up and down the flrcets, crying Throw the tyrant into the 
Tiber ; or bfcfeeching their mother earth and the infernal 
gods to grant him no place but among the impious ; whilfl 
others threatened to drag his vile carcafe to the Gemon'ue, 
and there expofe it to the rage and fury of the multitude. 
However, the body was carried by the foldiery from Mife- 
mim to Rome, and burnt with the ufual folemnity ; Caligula, 
who came all the way with it, pronouncing the funeral ora¬ 
tion, in whjch he fpoke little of Tiberius, but much of Au- 
pjlus, Germanlcus , and himfelf. His character is thus film¬ 
ed up by Tacitus . Tiberius , fays he, was defervedh edeemed 

!/!»•»» . * J J 1 ■t- / 


38 . 


His clia- 


Augul- ra & cr - 


while 


b Al, while he was a private man , or commanded sender 1 
tus: with great cumin? and addrefs he feigned virtue, 
Germanicus and Drufus lived : he bore a mixt character of good 
end evil till the death of his mother: he did not difguife his execra¬ 
ble cruelty, but concealed his lewdnefs , whilf he loved and feared 
Sejanus : and at la/l he abandoned himfelf to all wickednefs , being 
no longer refrained by Jloatne or fear, but following the bent of his 
civn difpoftion, 

. Velleius Paterculus , Valerius Maximus, Strabo, Phesdrus, and 
ftyeral other emim^nt writers fiourifhed in the reign of Tiberius. 
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'’align la. THE death of Tiberius proved a double fatisfaftion to 

the Romans, by freeing them from a mcrcilefs tyrant, and 
by making way for Cams Caligula , who was greatly beloved 
and refpebted, on account of the extraordinary merit of his 
father Gcrmanicus, and the injuries done to him and his fa- 

The news of his advancing from Mljlnum with th 


mny. 

corps of the deceafed emperor, wa 


r 
^j 


no iooner brought to 
Rome, than perfons of all ranks and ages crouded out to 

The fenate immediately afletnbled, and the peo- 
Craus Ca- pie thronging into the hall with the fen’ators, he was una- 


* 

meet him. 


Uvula de 

o 

dared 


nimoufly declated emperor, with full power, contrary to th 
exprefs will of Tiberius , who had left him only co-heir with 
emperor, his grandfon Tiberius, then under age. The joy for this 

new emperor was not confined to Rome and Italy alone, but 
extended over the whole empire, infomuch that i6o,cco vic¬ 
tims were facrificed on that occafion within the fpace of 
three months. 

As foon as the funeral folemnities of Tiberius were over, 
he haliened to the iflands of Pandatoria and Pontia , to re¬ 
move the allies of his mother and brother, which he brought 


this, by an of the fenate, he conferred upon his grand- 


brothers. 


to Rome, and deposited in the maufoleum of Augujhis, He 
then ordered all the decrees made again ft them and his other 
Honours brother Prufus , who died at Rome , to be annulled, and in- 
the 1 me- ftituted public faciifices in honour of their memory. After 

mother Antonia the name of Aupujla , and all the honours 

tiwr and w ^Rh Livia had enjoyed. To nis fillers Agrippina, Drufilla , 

and Livilla, or ‘Julia, were granted all the privileges of the 
veftals ; and it was ordained, that their names Ihould be 
added to his in all folemn oaths, with thefe words : Neither 
am I dearer to myfelf, nor are my children dearer to me, the.:: 
Caius Crefar and his Jiflers : and to all the public adts the 
following form was ordered to be prefixed. May it 
fortunate and happy to Caius Caefar and his Jflers ! 

'move all fears in thofe who had been the occafion of the 
misfortunes of his mother and brothers, he ordered all the 
records and papers relating to thole matters to be brought 
publicly into the forum, and there burnt in his prefence, af¬ 
ter folemnly calling the gods to witnefs, that he had never 


prom. 

To re¬ 


read them. But as they were all afterwards, to a man, cut 
off, it was generally believed, that he had burnt only the co¬ 
pies, and preferved the originals. As a farther difeourzge- 
ment to informers, he declared that he would not fulfer any 
one to be accufed of treaibn ; and of this he gave foon after 


remarkable in dance, when a 


note being 


offered him, 


tending to the difeevery cf a conspiracy again# his life, he 
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yjd deferve the hatred of any man , and the’ref 
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that Cbdi^ida. 


o c 


Li / , 


r/e m 
let a 
other 


formers : and, a few clays after his entry into Rome, he 



ippa 


prn 

Tib 


rib 


„ . He lets at 

and recalled all thofe who had been liberty all 
He alfo paid all the legacies left by Hate pri- 


d 


Livia , and added to them 


fttms of his foners. 


Caius was not much above twenty-five years of age when Promifing 
he came to the empire. In his firft fpeech to the fenatc he beginning 


moderation 


do of his 


nothing without their advice. In confequence of this, he reign, 
crave free jurifdiclion to all the magiftrates, without referv- 


mg any appeal to himfelf, and even attempted to reftore the 
ancient method of ele< 5 lions by the fliffrages of the people. 

He reformed feveral abufes in the Hate, punifhed fevcrely 
many corrupt governors, and gave back to fome princes, 
who had been unjuftly dirpofleifed by Tiberius, their king¬ 
doms, and all the arrears of their revenues. The fenatc, 
in return for thefe worthy adlions, among other exprefiions 
of their gratitude, ordered a fhield of gold, bearing his 
image, to be carried annually to the capitcl by the eoiicge 
of priefts, followed by all the fenate, with the children of 
the nobility finging his praifes. 

Tlius did Caligula reign for about eight months, when He is ta- 
he was feized with a violent fit of illnefs, which plan- ken ill. 

* m — A 


ged the whole 


empire into as much grier, 

very filled every one with joy. But whether his diftemper 
affected his brain, and altered his nature, or whether he had 
hitherto artfully difguifed his real temper, and now gave an 
intire loofe to it ; he, rvho had fo lately been looked upon 
as the author of all the happinefs of his fubjecls, from this 
time to the hour of his death, became fuch a tyrant, that 
the reft of his reign was an uninterrupted feries of the moil 
execrable vices and monftrous extravagancies. 

On his acceflion to the throne, he would not take any ti- A flumes 
tics of honour; but now he aflumed them all in one day, ail the ti- 
with the addition of feveral new ones, and particularly that ties of ho¬ 
of Lord , which Augnftus and Tiberius had conflantly refufed. nour. 
L’.Lcriusi the fon of 

eighteenth year, took the virile robe; on which occafion 
Caligula adopted him, and declared him prince of the Roman Adopts 


as his reco- 



youtii 

guard: 


blood 
mildnef 
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life ; thinking it nnlawfdfor any inferior perfen to jhed th 
f one of the imperial family . The young prince, whof 


# U 

put an end beriuspna 

• orden.him 


/ family 


young p 


to kill 


e 

o 


of temper had never fullered him to fee an execu- himfelf 

•itr/ati £ n-li f- n-ln<-li’nfArc It t c fKrmf £ 


tion, nor even a fight of gladiators, prefented his throat, fir ft 
to the officer who flood next to him, and then to all the reft, 
begging of them to execute the cruel order they had brought 
hun : but as they all declined it, lie defiled they would at leaft 


A 

u x> 


4 


ih 
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Caligula , fhew him where to flab himfelf fo that the wound might prove 



mortal, and put a fpeedy end to his life and mifery. 7 


ney 


did fo, and the unfortunate youth expired in their prefence, 
Thus he rid himfelf of the only prince to whom thofc could 
■ apply who might, at any time after, be diffatisned with his 
government; for, as to his uncle Claudius , he looked upon 
him as a perfon utterly unfit for any office in the empire, or 
even in private life, as he really was, and therefore favedhim 
for a laughing frock, as he openly declared. 

‘Decorr.es Being thus freed from all reiliaints, he gave a full lcofe 
a monller to his furious paffions, and became, as Suetonius calls him, a 
of cruelty, molt outrageous monitor. His grandmother Antonia, venera- 


Some in- 


lt. 


ble for her age, and highly reputable for her quality, (forfhe 
was the daughter of Mark Anthony , the niece of Augujhis , 
fiiler- in-law of Tiberius, and mother of Drnfus), having ta¬ 
ken upon her to atimonifh him, he refented that freedom to 
fuch a dcgrcce, that he reduced her to the ncccffity of laying 
violent hands on herfclf. The accounts which Dion Caf- 
frances ok jins and Suetonius give rs of his cruelties in the fecor.d year 

or his reign, are almofb incredible. Among the re fir, they 
tell u , that one day, finding there were no criminal? con¬ 
demned to fight with the wild hcaffs, according to the bar¬ 
barous cuffom of thofc days, he condemned fuch of the peo¬ 
ple as were already come to fee the fhews, to be thrown to 
them., having fir ft ordered their tongues to he cut out, that 
their ciaco might not ciiifurb his horrid diverfion. At other 
times, finding the keeping of thefewild bcaflsvery ex pen five, 
he would vilit the prifom, order the prifoners to be ranged be¬ 
fore him, and at once command numbers of them to be thrown 
to the beads, without minding whether they were innocent 


or guilty. A great many old, infirm, and poor people, met 



that they might not he able to upbraid him with his v.'iehci;- 
siefs: and he fcldom fuff tired 1 hem to be difpatehcd at once, 
hut would have them, as he tdually faid, feel themfehes flu. 
He would frequently have criminals, and fornetim.es inno¬ 
cent pmfous, racked, or bciieadcd, whije he was at tabic; 
and bring once mifbaker, in the name 


of a 


perfon, vr.em 

he caufed to be executed in if cad of another, when he iciud 
his erior, he only faid, 'T/s no visiti.er\ he deserved it as . v 11 - i*J 

the c-tWr. 

Macro, <0 whom he owed his e mo ire and his lile, audio 
whom he had promifed the t-ovenmient of f'dtdt, the hieaci: 
pojr to which Ro?iu>:: kiuirnt could infeeaci or rc- 


cc iviiHx that reward. was* v/nh 3 iis wife, ordered by him to 


o - t + * t . • 

put thcrnfe'ves to dcr.tr. with their own hands; ar.'J vitn 
them were killed ah their c'lhdrcu, and even their flares; !•* 


that no: one of th; v/hoh family v/as left alive. 
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or mi. innuraan c; ;u .v. n vve mav cicun 
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nn iH]ig himfelf of his pafl fervices 
couU clidure. M. Silanus , a perfon 

c-rcat experience, prudence, and pr 
r cr ^Caligula had married in Tiberius 
nnrove his wild meafures, and to 

' J * uk ! * ill _ r _! _l_ . _ 


the 


Caligula 



g 


v/hich he would have anfwered the expectations of the pub- 
jic, was compelled to cut his own throat. Julius Gracinm > 
father of the famous Agricola, had, feme time before, been or- 
ik-red by Caligula to accufe Silanus, and was put to death for 
declining that infamous office. A recital of the cruelties of 
this monfrer would be endlefs : but the intrepid behaviour of 

r 1 • ' Cl: _ ... 1 - x-* — ? 


7 


to 


finite, 


efp 


rninius, with vain hopes y faid 
dy fgned the warrant for your a 
thelcaft concern, turning ab< 
mo t (l gracious prince , for this fi 


*- >1 

ligula obferved in this inftance, Caninius never betrayed the 
leaf! uneafinefs; and when that time was expired, the cen¬ 
turions who came to fee the fentence put in execution, found 
him playing with his ufual calmnefs at chefs. The execu¬ 
tioner appearing immediately after, Caninius embraced his 
friends, telling them, he Jhoutdfoon hiczv whether the foul was 
immortal ; that he would particularly be mindful in what manner 
it abandoned the body , and return to let them know the Jlate of 
fouls after their feparation. He then offered his neck to the 
executioner without the lead fymptom of fear. 

Towards the middle of the fecond year of Caligula 7 s i eign, 
died his filler Drufilla , whom he had taken from her hufband, 
and lived with publicly, as if fhe had been his own wife. He 
had maintained, if Suetonius is to be credited, a criminal 
converfation not only with her, before her marriage, but 
alfo with his other lifters. Drufilla was immediately deified. 

Caligula had now been a widower fome time; but C. Pifo 
marrying, one Livia Orflilla, and inviting him to his wed- 
nijr, as foo?i as the folemnitv was over, he commanded the 


Pra/xl!a 
* * 

dies. 


Caligula's 

marriages 

and di- 

* 

vorces. 


bride to be carried to his palace, and there married her: but 
he divorced her in a few days, and foon after married Lollia 
Paulina , whom lie likewife forced from her hufband Mem- 
anus Regains , governor of Mace dan , and alfo put away ip a. 
ihort time, threatening her with death if Ihe returned to her 
former hufband, or married any other man. Gref ilia and 
Pifo were banilhed, under pretence that they lived together. 
Some time after this, he banilhed his two fillers, Jgrippina 
and Livih'ii, to the iftand of Pentia , for having been pi ivy, 
laid he, to a confpiracy againft his life ; and then he married 


P 


f 


by 
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The bloody monfter, finding that no one dared to oppof ( 
his will, began now to look upon himfelf as more than man 
A difpute arifing between fome kings who came to pay hin 
homage, about rank and precedency, Caligula, darting un , 
repeated a line of Homer in the perfcn o fUlyjfcs; Be therein 
king alone, one lord , below ; and was for affirming immediately 
the diadem, and changing the government into a monarchy: 
but being told that he was already above all the kings of the 
earth, he from that time began to claim the honours paid to 

and a (Turned the drefs in which they were 
ing fometimes with a lion’s fkin about 


He claims the demi-gods, 
divine ho- reprefented ; appear 
nours. 


Ha 


and at other times with wings at his feet, and a caduceusin 
his hand, like Mercury. Soon alter, thinking it beneath 
him to be honoured only as a demi-god, he claimed th 


0 

V 


Ap 


felf; and even caufed the heads to he taken off their flatues 
and his own to be put in their fiend. He often placed him¬ 
felf in the temple of Cajlor and Pollux , between the fiatues 
of thofe brothers, to be worfhipped by all who came to offer 
their vows to them ; and he joined one of the wings of his 
palace to that temple, that the gods, find he, might be his pr¬ 
iors. He frequently changed his godhead, and was one day 
a male deity, and another a female : but, above all, he 


liked to be called 


J up ter 


had inventions to imitate 


thunder and lightning, and, when the thunder was fuppofed 
to fall, he uied to throw a fione againfi heaven, with tie im¬ 


pious defiance in Homer, Do 


WWW w •* W^ v m m 

Jupitc 


take thee. 

linns, and fometimes whifpered his fiatue, then laid his ear 
clofe to it, as if to receive an anfwcr. At another time, he 
feemed very angry tilth ’Jupiter, and was once heard to 
threaten him, That he would jend him lack into Greece. At 
length, his pride, folly, and impietv, carried him fo far as 


Builds a to build and dedicate a temple to his own divinity, and to 
temple,, place in it his fiatue of gold, doathed in the fame manner as 
and inili- he was. He likewife infiituted priefts and priefteffes for his 
tu tes 


tempi 


— - — - — j| ^ 

the richeft men in Rome, fo great was their debafe- 


prieftsand ntent, purchafing his priefihood with vaft fums j for he fob 
facrificeS jt a t fo* great a price, that his uncle Claudius , not having 
in honour wherewith to difeharge the debt contended on that occafton, 
of his own y/as obliged to furrender all his effeds to his creditors, who 
divinity, fold them by public audion. The facrifces daily offered to 

dm, were peacocks, pheaiants, Nianidian hens, and other, 
the meft fcarce and beautiful, birds: and, as if his follies 
were not y<-t fufRcientlv extravagant, he at laft. made him¬ 
felf, his wife Cecjsnia, and his horfe, priefts to his own deity. 
Befides the temple v/liich he built himfelf, the fenatc decreed 
him another. This favourite horfe and prieft of his, di- 
fiinoru’fi'.r'd hv fhr name at [nciS'ius. had. a marble fiable, 3 
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^uniter of ivory, a collar of pearls, and coverings of rich Caligula. 
Jc. Caligula frequently invited him to his table, fed 
nim with gilt oats, and prefented him with the fineft wines 
in cups of gold j nay, we are told that he defigned to make 

him conful. 

On the other hand, this wretch, who pretended to make 
jiimfelf a god, could not help envying the honours of mortal 
men, defacing the images and ftatues of many illuftrious per- 
fons, and hating the memory of his grandfather Agrippa to 
fuch a degree, that, rather than be thought of his extrac¬ 
tion, he gave out, that his mother was the inceftuous off- 
fnring of Augujlus and his daughter Julia ; and, not fatisfied 
with this unjuft afperfion upon Augujlus , he forbid the cele¬ 
bration of the feftivals in commemoration of his victories in 
Sicily and at Attiam, as prejudicial , faid he, to the common - 


He alfo 


milies. 


guifhing 


wifhed 
h them 


--. - - -- J -o- 1 

at one blow. 

Caligula was as lewd as he was cruel; even the loweft His extra- 
proilitutes not efcaping his notice. His prodigality was as vagant 
boundlefs as his other vices ; and, at the fame time, his ava- follies and 
rice was infatiable. In luxury and riotous expences, he ex- vanity, 
ceeded the inventions of all the prodigals of that age ; as 


perfumes. 
He or- 


ufing baths of the richeft oils and moft ccftly 
and thinking no difh 
dered large pillars and towers to be built in the bottom of 
the fea; cut ways through rocks of prodigious bulk : le¬ 
velled mountains, and railed plains and vallies ; and all this 
for no fort of ule. 



ut the moft notorious inftance of his Ile'builds 
prodigality and vanity, was the famous work he undertook at a bridge 
Puteoli, in the third year of his reign ; a work, in which it upon the 
would be difficult to determine, whether the folly or the ex- fea. 
travagancy of the attempt wa 


3 


the greateft. 


To fh.ew 


power and greatncfs, and that he was able to walk upon the 

lea as well as the land- he nrdererl an infinite number of {hip*! 


a 


lid 1 


■A 


covered with 


noare., 
locked like firm e-round : 


fo 


to be collected from all parts, and a great many new ones to 
be built j which were all brought into the bay of Baice and 
Puteoli in Campania, and there moored, in two rows, in the 
form of a crefcent, from the point of Baice to the oppofite 
{bore. Over thefe were laid vaft quantities of large planks 

much earth that the whole 
and, to make this ftupendous 
work ft ill more magnificent and furprifmg, hefet an infinite 
number of artificers to work, to build houfes and inns upon, 
tins bridge for bimfelf and his retinue; frefli water being 
conveyed into them from the land. When the work was 
completed, as it was in a very ftiort time, the leaft delay in 
uny of the workmen being puniihed with immediate death, 

he and all his court repaired to it, with iunncnfe crowds of 

people. 
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people, who flocked from every quarter to behold .this fight 
Caligula then, after offering facrihces to the gods, and par¬ 
ticularly to Envy, left the other deities fhould be jealous of 
his thus eclipfing their glory, proudly adorned with magnifi. 
cent robes of go!~d, a civic crown, and Alexander s breaft-plate 
and accompanied with all the officers of his army and all the 
nobility of Rune, rode over the bridge from Baits to Putcafi 
where he ftaid that night; during which, the whole build, 
ing was illuminated with fitch numbers <?f torches, lanterns 

and other lights, that the fea, and all the neighbouring fhore 

•were lb much enlightened, that he boafted he had turned the 
night into day, as well as the fea into land. The next day 
he rode back in the habit peculiar to the charioteers of the 
circus, and in a triumphal chariot, attended by young Da. 
rius , the Parthian hoftage, a fquadron of his guards in bright 

armour, and a prodigious train of his friends in their chariots. 

About the middle of the bridge he halted, and, afeending a 
magnificent throne, made a folemn oration in praife of his 
own exploit in riding fo many miles upon the fea, and of the 
pains and care of his foldiers and workmen, among whom 
he diftributed large rewards. Then, that he might perform 

fome memorable action before he left his bridge, he caufed 
great numbers of people to be thrown into the fea, without 
diftincftiolt of age or quality ; and when they endeavoured to 


favc themfelvcs by laying hold of any part of the velfels, he 
ordered them to he t'hruft off, fo that very many perifhed. He 
fpent two days in thefe riots ; during which, the fea proving 
very fmooth and calm, he laid, Neptune took care of that ant 
of fear and revence to him . 

Having by thefe and many other extravagancies exhauked 
his exchequer, in which Tiberius had left about eighteen mil¬ 
lions of our money, he betook himfelf to all manner of ra- 
• * . • ♦ • 1* • 1 


pine and extortion *, inventing- penalties, conhfcations, and 



wills of all from the beginning of the reign o f Tiberius, who 


_ _ ^ ^ ~ % 

had not named either that prince or himfelf among their 

heirs ; and poi foiled, or put to death under falfe pretences, 
numbers of others who,' he knew, had named him in their 


MI 

vsnls : 


nay 


he even faid one day. That it was a great pr<- 

him nut of his inheritance. All 



into 


o 


rv 1 

vi • -• 


the exchequer the eighth part of their daily gains; and every 
proftitute a certain portion of what fhe earned : nay, hevyas 
not afhamed to convert Iris own palace into a brothel, main¬ 
taining in it great numbers of proftitutes, and receiving 
himfelf the money of fuch as came, whole names were en- 
- to red in a book as friends to Cecjar. He like wife made his 
palace a common rraniinv-houf., and himfelf the chief cyme- 
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Her. One day, in the mid ft of his play, feeing two rich Caligula, 
knights palling by, he immediately went down, eaufed them 
both to be apprehended, and their eftates to be confifeated ; 
and returning to his game, boafted, That he had never had a ^ ace hi to 

l'tier throw- Another time, wantino- mnnev for his -frnlrrt a brothel 


Another time, wanting money lor his {take, 
he went down, and eaufed feveral noblemen to be put to an d a 
death 5 then returning, told the company, That , whlift they gaming- 
fet playing there for trifles , he had zvon jix hundred thoufand fef- houle* 
terns at one cojl. He ufed frequently to expofe to fale the ef¬ 
fects of condemned perfons, and obliged the rich to buy 
them at whatever price he pleafed to fet upon them, which 
was fo high, that many noble families were thereby reduced 
to poverty. Among thefe, he forced a wealthy citizen to 
pay nine millions of fefterces for thirteen gladiators, whom he 
expofed to fale with all the furniture of the amphitheatre. In 
like manner, he fold all the jewels and effe&s of his lifters, jewels and 

- robes of 
the impe- 

ter being born to him about this time, he complained pub- rial family 
licly of his poverty, not only as an emperor, but as a fa¬ 
ther; and therefore iffued an edi£b for a voluntary contri¬ 
bution, which he himfelf received ftanding in the portico of 
his palace ; and after rolling himfelf upon the vaft heaps of 
money colle&ed by this means, hefquandered away the whole 
in idle extravagancies. 


Sells the 


and the royal robes and ornaments of Anthony P iflus, Ju¬ 

lia, Antonia , and others of the imperial family : and a daugh- 

• 1 1 • . * 1 • - # 1 * I • 1 


He revived the law of lefe-majefty, which proved an inex- Revives 
hauftibie fund for increafing his revenues. Numbers of worthy the law of 
citizens were put to death for no other crime but their great majefty. 
wealth. Among thefe was a praetor named Junius Prifcus , 
whofe eftate proving but fmall, after he had been condemned 
and executed, under colour of fomc crime or other ; Caligula 
cried out, I have been impofed upon; Junius was not guilty. Seneca in 
We are told tha t Seneca about this time was in imminent dan- great dan¬ 
ger of lofing his life, for no other crime than having pleaded ger. 
a caufe in the fenate with great eloquence and applaufe. This, 

Caligula, who was prefent, and pretended to be the beft ora¬ 
tor of the age, (and indeed was not a bad one,) though he 
at other times defpifed the eloquence of Seneca, calling his 
writings fund without lime , could not bear now, and would 
therefore have put him to death, had he not been a {lured by 
one of his courtezans, that Seneca was infe&ed with a dif- 
temper which would foon corrupt his body, and put an end 
to his life. An eminent citizen, who had obtained leave to 
go to the ifland of Anticyra , for the benefit of his health, dc- 
iiring to have his ftay prolonged, was fo tar from obtaining 


his petition, that Caligula ordered him to be killed, faying. 


Bleeding mujl certainly do him good. 


hag without fuccefs. He invited to h 


who had taken hellebore jo 
lis court Ptshmey , king of 


Horrid 

cruellies 


\ 4 aur itanief and coufin-german to his father Germanicus ; f: >t ( taagu- 


n • 


mu 


after receiving him with the greateft demon ft rat ions of 

kindn 


la. 


r* 

fiir 


* 
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Caligula, kindnefs, banifhed him, and privately ordered him to 

maflacred on his journey, only becaufe the lufire of hh 
purple had been taken notice of at one of the theatres. 
The Mauritanians , ftirred up by Edemon , one of the de- 
ceafed princes freedmen, revolted for this piece of cruelty. 
It was a frequent thing for him to put fenators to death 
then cite them to appear as if they had been alive, and at 
laft pretend that they had died by their own hands. Numbers 
of perfons of the higheft quality were condemned to dig inthe 
mines, and repair the high-ways, for not fhewing fufficient 
refpe&to his gifts and public games. Parents were forced to 
be prefent at the execution of their children, and if they 


fhewed 


were often put to 


death with them. All the prifoners whom he had releafed 
upon his firft accefiion to the throne, were now ordered to 
be killed, whether innocent or guilty ; and, afking oneday 
a perfon whom he had recalled from a former banifhment, 
How he had employed himfelf in his exile P upon f ’ 

That he had often prayedfor the death of Tiberius 


? emperor 

banifhed 


he immediately concluded, that all whom 


His (hock¬ 
ing fay- 
ing?. 


commanded every one of them to be killed. 

Calitrula was not lefs cruel in his words, than barbarous i 




the fight of 


often faying,. That he ejleemed nothing f: 

is adiatrepfian, or unrelenting temper. 
Being blamed by his grandmother 
for his numerous cruelties, he bid her confider. That he could 
do what he pleafed, and to whom he pleafed. When he killed 
his wife, or miftrefs, he generally laid his hand upon their 
necks, faying. Fair and lovely as this is, I can take it off 
pleafe: and to Ca’f 


I 


‘That he 


dif over what made him love her fo 


Ail his 


layings had the genuine marks of tyranny and defpotifm. Ke 
declared. That he would cfablif the fate on fuch a footing, that 
the lawyers Jhould have nothing to plead but zvhat he thought jujl 
and cauitable: and, to fhew how much he was a monger, 

his reign was not diftk- 
ijhed by fome remarkable calamity; fuch as a plague, or a gene- 
l famine, or an event like the defeat of V arus in the time of Au- 


Tha 


guftu 
of Tiberius 
jeSfs 


fall of 


opening of the earth to fwallow up his fob 


His mock The 


dciigns 


on againif was fufpended for a while by his famous expedition again# 
the Ger- the Germans and Britons, in the third year of his reign, his 

for the former, was, that the Germans had com- 

hoftility : but the truth was, that he 


mans* 


pretext 

mitted fome afts 


wanted to plunder Spain, after having quite exhauiH 
Italy. To this end, he caufcd vaft numbers of men to’ae 
raiied in all parts, with the utmeft expedition, and prockji- 



o 


T 


ORLD 


367 


praeto- 



5 quantities of provifions to be got ready. He then let Caligula. 
it marching iometimes with fuch hafte, that the 
rian cohorts were obliged to have their ftandards brought af¬ 
ter them on their fumpter-horfes ; and at other times he went 
is flowly» being carried in a litter on the fhoulders of eight 
nien, and fending meiTengers before, to order the ways to be 
wellVwept and watered. He was attended in this expedi¬ 
tion by a long train of gladiators, comedians, buffoons, loole 
women, and other fuch people, with whom he fpent his 
time; and, after palling the Rhine , and not feeing a finglc 
enemy, or doing one military a£t, he ordered fome of his Ger¬ 
man guards to hide themfelves in a neighbouring foreft, and 
word to be brought him of it, while he was at table : which 
being accordingly done, he ftarted up from his dinner, put 
himfelf at the head of fome of the praetorian horfe, haf- 
tened to oppofe the enemy; and, advancing to the foreft, 
there fpent the remainder of the day in cutting down trees to 
ereft trophies for his vi<Story. Upon his return, he reproached 
with cowardice thofe who had not followed him, and re¬ 
warded his fellow-adventurers with a new fort of crowns, 
to which he gave the name of exploratorirt. Glorious and 
fuccefsful as this expedition was, it did not yet fatisfy his 


martial ardor. 


whom 


he kept as hoftages, to be privately conveyed away, and 
word to be brought him that they had made their efcape ; 
upon which he immediately mounted on horfeback, purfued 
the fuppofed fugitives with a detachment of cavalry, and 
brought them back loaded with chains. After thefe noble 
atchievements, he wrote a letter to the fenate, complain¬ 
ing, That, while they and the people were indulging themfelves in 
pleafure ; Caefar was fighting , and expofed , fior their J'afety , to 
many perils and hazards. But the moft glorious of all his ex¬ 
ploits was, his receiving under his protedtion Admintus , who, 
being banifhed by his father Cinobelir.us , one of the kings of 
Britain , fled to him with a fmall retinue. As propd of this 
as if he had fubdued the whole ifland, he wrote boafting let¬ 
ters to the fenate, and ftridtly commanded the meffengers 
who carried them, to ride directly through the forum to the 
palace, and not deliver them to the conluls, but in the teni'* 
pie of Mars , and in full fenate. 

The Gauls would have reckoned themfelves happy, had he Hss re¬ 
done them no more harm than he did the Germans ; but he pine and 
harrafled that unhappy nation with fuch extortions, as re- cruelties 
duccd even the moll: wealthy to beggary; and having one in Gciu *. 
day loft an immenfe fum at gaming, he ordered the regis¬ 
ters, which ferved for the cenfus, to be brought him, and 
drawing out a lift of the richeft people in the province, or¬ 
dered them to be immediately put to death, and feized all 
their cfleets. 

Before he left Gaul , he gave out, that he < designed to in¬ 
vade Britain; ac-cordinglv, he ordered all his troops to the 

fea- 
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fhoi 



ordered the war 


His me¬ 
morable 
expedi¬ 
tion 
again ft 
Britain, 


like engines to be properly difpofed ; went a little way out 
to Tea in a galley, and immediately returning, commanded 
the trumpets to found, and the fignal of battle to be given. 
Then, on a fudden, he ordered all his men.to gather up the 
cocktc-fhells on the fhore, and fill their helmets with them, 
faying, Thcfe are /polls of 


Yip! 


manner 


After this, calling his army together, in the 
^enerals ufually did after a victory, he made a 
pompous oration to them, highly extolling their renowned 
exploits ; and diilributed a very trifling fumof money among 
them, bidding them Rejoyce and be rich. In memory of this 
great vidlory, he caufed a lofty tower to be eredled by the 
fea-fide. Some think it the tower which now Hands at the 
entrance of the port of Boulogne. 

He orders He immediately fent orders to his officers at Rome , to get 
himfelf a every thing ready for the moft magnificent triumph that had 
triumph, ever been feen; at the fame time warning them not to 

put him to any extraordinary expence, iince every man’s 
eftate was at their difpofal : and to grace this triumph, he 
chofe fome of the tailed: Gauls he could find, without re¬ 
garding their rank or condition, gave them German names, 

f 1 t i lit a 


His 

bloody 

defign. 


Tie fets 

out for 
Rome. 


made them learn fome what of that language, and obliged 
them to let their hair grow, and to colour it red, that they 
might pafs for Germans. But before he left Gaul, he formed 
the horrid defign of extirminating thofe legions which had 
formerly mutinied under his father Germanscus , when he was 
an infant in the (camp; and after all that could be faid to 
dilfuade him from this inhuman deed, the moll that could be 
obtained of him was, only to decimate them. This he was 
abfolutely bent upon ; and accordingly he ordered them to 
aflemble without arms, to receive his commands. The le¬ 
gionaries, not fufpeiSting his defign, readily obeyed; and 
in the mean time the cavaliy began to furround them. This 
-gave them fome umbrage, and many of them flipped away 
to fetch their arms ; which he no fooner perceived, than he 
fled towards Rome as fall as he could, to vent his rage upon 
the fennte for not having decreed him a triumph ; though he 
had lately forbad them, upon pain of death, ever to pre- 
fume to concern thcmfelves with any of his honours. Be¬ 
ing met on the way by deputies from the confcript fathers, 
with their humble requefl to him to come and partake ol the 
honours defigned for him, he laid his hand upon his fword, 
faying, I will come, and bring this with me. And alfo, by an 


the 

moo 


Jhouhl 

md commons ; for that, as to the fenate, he would be no 
prince or citizen to them. He would not, however, 
enter the city in triumph, hut contented himfelf with an ova¬ 
tion, making his entry on the Iafr of Auguji , which was his 
birth-day. From this time, he refolved utterly to extirpate 

the fenate, and would have put his wicked defign in execu¬ 
tion 
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tion had he not been prevented by death, about four months Caligula. 
after. But, in the meantime, he caufed Several fenators of 
diliinftion to be inhumanly murdered ; in particular one, 
for no other crime than begging leave to {hut his eyes, when 
commanded to aflift at the execution of his fon. However, Farther 
he was fomewhat reconciled to the fenate, before his death, cruelties 
by means of Protogenes , one of his bloodieft executioners, of his* 
who, coming into the lenate-houfe, was faluted and fawned 


Pro- 
faid, 


upon by all the fenators, and particularly by Scribonius 
culm: upon which, Protogencs , looking ftcrnly at him, 
with an angry tone, Hoi v dare you fa lute me ; you, who hate 
m y emperor, my tnajler. At thefe words, the reft of the fena¬ 
tors dire&ly fell upon Proculus^ ftabbed him infeveral places, 
and delivered him over, as a public enemy, to the mob, 
who tore him to pieces, and dragged his mangled limbs about 
the ftreets: Caligula beholding, with great pleafure, this 
difmal fpecfacle, and declaring, That the fenate bad now re¬ 
gained his favour . 

Rome had now groaned almoft four years under the op- Cajjhn 
predion of this moil inhuman tyrant; when, at length, Caf- Charea. 
[tits Cb&rea , tribune of a praetorian cohort, undertook to de- forms 
’liver the world from this furious molifter. He had imparted confpira- 
his defign to a few of his intimate friends, and only wiftied cy againft 
for an opportunity to put it in execution; when an fenator him. 
of great diftindlion, named Propcdius , was accufed of hav¬ 
ing fpoken difrefpedttully of the emperor. The only witnefs 


produced againft him was one Suintilia , a celebrated come¬ 


dian : but lhe declaring, thatfhe had heard no fuch fpeeches, 


the accufer infifted on her being examined by torture, and 
Caligula ordered Cheerca to fee her put to the rack. His 
perplexity on this occaftoii was extreme; for he knew that 
Shunt Hi a was privy to the confpiracy, and therefore feared 
fne might difeover it if tortured too much ; and, on the other 
hand, to {hew her the leaft mercy might coft him his life. 
Gut shdntilia herfelf delivered him from this uneafinefs ; for 


• 


meeting, as (lie was led to the torture, one of the corifpira- 
tors, {he trod upon his foot; giving him thereby to underiland, 
that {he would not reveal the f'ecret. Accprdingly, not a The con- 
fingle word efcaped her, in prejudice either of Propcdius or ftancy of 
the confpirators, though {he was reduced to fo miferable a Quintilian 
condition, that Caligula himfelf, when {he was taken oft' 


the rack, and brought to him, was moved with pity 
rea then divulged his dellgn to Papinius and Clemens ; 
former, like himfelf, a tribune of one of the praetorian co- 


Chcs- 

the 


hort 


% 


and the latter the commander of their whole body* 


They both approved of the defign : but Clemens deftred to be 
excufed from any fhare in the execution of it, on account of 
his great age. Cornelius.Sabinus, likewife tribune of a prre- 
torian coh'.t, had himfelf formed the like defign, and there* 
fore readily joined Cluerea . The number of the confpirators 
.'ncrealed daily; but lev era! accidents prevented, for a while, 

Vol.1v. B b the 
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the execution of their defign. At length, a favourable op¬ 
portunity offering, as Caligula was paffing through one of the 
galleries of his palace, preceeded by his uncle Claudius , and 
tome other perfons of great diftin&ion, Chaorca ftruck at 
him, and wounded him in the neck; and Cornelius Sabinus 
having pufhed him down upon his knees, Chaorca, with ano- 
the r blow, broke his jaw-bone j and the reft of the confpi- 

n • * i • /» 1 • 1 • • . 1 . 1 * 4 \ 



forth , to Jkcvj what inifehtefs 
6 . Stejl vices , fupported by the greatejl pozuer. Kis 


body 


grcaiCJL 'VICC'i) juyyur tea t*y tut gt ciurji jfUL^c/ . mo uuuy Wai 

taken away in the night, and carried privately to the Lair,ion 
gardens, where, after being half burnt upon a pile erected 
in ha lie, it was, without any ceremony committed to the 
earth. Chaorca , to extirpate the whole race of the tyrant, 
lent the next night an officer, who flab bed Cecfonia, and 
daihed her child’s brains out againft a wall.. The fenate 
would have decreed him infamous; but Claudius , who was 
raifed to the empire, would not allow of that. However, 
all his ftatues were ordered to be pulled down and broken, 
moil of his abbs were annulled, and his money was melted 
down, that, if it were poffible, both his name and features 
might be unknown to future ages. 



Confufion 
occafiou- 
ed bv the 


AS 


citv 


foon as the death of Caligula was puWifhed in the 
,, it occafioned a general confufion. The confpira- 
•s took fhelter in the houfes of their friends, and there 


on all 


% vt A/ * vi AV m \ * • 

death of hry concealed : but as the act was committed in io private 
Caligula. a P^ce, many, imagining it an artifice to di(cover the af¬ 
fections of the people, fufpended their belief of it till die 
Gcnnan guards, by whom Caligula was greatly beloved on 
account of his prodigality, removed all doubts, by the mur¬ 
ders they committed in the palace ; yenting their rage c 
they met, without diftinction. The fenate was immediately 
aflbmbled ; and Saturnisms , one of the ccnfuls, after difplay- 
ing the benefits of liberty, and the mifevies of tyranny, 
ftrongly exhorted the fathers to refumc their ancient autho- 

cxercife of that power, to which they 

'rewards on 


rity, and begin th 
alone had a juft claim. 


by conferring fuch 


Ckesrca as his eminent fervice to the public well deferred. 

The fexiaters, animated by this Jpeech, rcfolved directly 


to 
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immediately joined the army} 
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emperor. The people immediately joined the army} but 
the Ten ate, {till pen'iftlng in their refolution, lent a deputa¬ 
tion to Claudius, conjuiing him not to difturb the public 

i liVewife anurintr him. That ihev vjere determinceh 


J. 1UO -^ - | 

turaliy very that he was on 

his prctenfions. But 


'ppa, king of Jud<ca t who 
v/as'then with him, exhorted him to lay hold of the prefent 
opportunity, and return the deputies an anfwer becoming an 
emperor. He did lb; and fuch confulion immediately en- 
fieu. that the fenate, fearing a civil-war, yielded, and de- 
d-nd him emperor. Claudius then diftributed fifteen great Claudius 
fellerces to each of the foldic-rs in the camp who fwere til I e- declared 
gisnee to him ; which, ns 5 « icionins obferves, v/as the firft emperor, 
time ihat any of the emperors gave money to the foldiers to 
bribe them to their duty. 




or the grofs ftupidity of his natuie, which rendered him unfit 
for public employments, he had never been able to rife to 
any dignity in the {fate, excepting a few months confulfhip 
with Calivula. His mother Antonia ufed to call him, a bti- 

O -T- « /» • il f t 


men// 


Nature , but never finijhed: and 


when (lie upbraided any one with dulnefi. and fiupidity, her 

1 rr 1 <v- r. . • : . r... r* l_^7?_ 

common expreliion was, 1 ou 
His grandmother Livia , Aug 


ft nil a as n:y J 


roily, held him in great contempt; and, in {hort, he was the 
object of the mirth and ridicule of the whole court. He pre¬ 
tended, after he came to the throne, that he had counter¬ 
feited folly during the reign of‘Tiberius and Caligula , to efcape 
their cruelty: but his conduct plainly fhewed, that it was 
notaflumed, hut real. Suetonius taxes him with being natu¬ 
rally cruel : but others aferibe to his wives and freedmen the 
many executions we fnall meet with in his reign. 

The firft thing he did, after being declared emperor, was, 
to pafs an act of oblivion with refpect to the deliberations of 
the fenate concerning the intended change of the govern- 

ft 3 w _ ft 


V 

On 


except Cbtsrea , Cheere a 


Fhefe put to 


ment, and in behalf of all the conipirator 

and Lupus who had killed Ccefo 

two, though in his heart he approved of Cine re a ’s action, he death 
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ceflary 


for the fake of example, 



They were both beheaded. Chorea met death with the eon- 
ftancy of a true hero, only dellring to die by the fame fword 
he had ufed againft Caligula ; but Lupus betrayed a great deal 0 f 
fear. The fenate immediately decreed Claudius all the honours 
which they had conferred on other emperors; but he mo. 
deftly refufed moft of them, and exprefly forbid paying hj m 
Claudius’ s any divine worfhip, or ftiling him a god. He fupprefl'ed the 
modera- law of lele-majefty; recalled all the exiles ; eafed the peopleof 
tion and many of their taxes ; forbad fuch as had any relations of their 
equity. own, however diftant, to name him among their heirs; and 

reftored the eftates which had been unjuftly feized by Tiberius 
and Caligula, to the owners of them or their heirs. He was fre¬ 
quently prefent at the hearing of caufes, and often adminif- 
tered juftice in perfon; moderating the letter of the law, 
where he thought it too fevere ; and, on the contrary, en¬ 
forcing it where the crime deferved a greater puniftiment. By 
thefe, and many other a&s of clemency and juftice, heioon 
His timo- won the hearts of the people: but flill it was a long time 
roufneis. before he could be prevailed on to excufe thofe who were ad¬ 
mitted to his prefence, even women and children not ex¬ 
cepted, from being narrowly fearched, left they fhould have 
fome weapon concealed ; fuch was his natural trmoroufnels: 
nor would he be perfuaded to appear once in the fenate du¬ 


ring the firflr month of his reign, 
had been murdered 


Caj 2 


works. 


His great He was very careful to have Rome conftantly fupplied with 

all forts of provifions, and undertook feveral great and ufe- 
ful works ; among which were three equal to any the world 
could ftiew. The firft of thefe was an aquedudt, called after 
his own- name,, far fuperior to any other in Ro?ne , both for 
the magnificence of the workmanlhip, and the quantity of 
water it conveyed, which was brought from 4o miles off. The 
fecond was a haven of vaft extent, dug into the main land at 
O/lia, near the mouth of the Tiber : a work of fuch charge, 
that his fuccefl'ors were not able to maintain it. And the 
third was, the draining of the lake Fucinus , the large!! in 
Italy , in the country of the Mar ft, and conveying all its water 
into the Tiber, to ftrengthen the current of that river. We 
are told that thirty thoufand men were employed for eleven 
years in this great undertaking. 

He was not lefs careful of the provinces than of the city. 
To the kihgdom of Agrippa, who had greatly contributed to 
his advancement, he added Jud<ea 7 \n& Camaria , and gave his 
brother Herod'the principality of Lalcbis, at the foot of Mount 
Libanus, He alfo reftored Mithridatcs , the lberian r to his 
kingdom ; Mithridates, the CHician, to the kingdom of Bof- 
porus ; and Antiochus to that of Gornagene ; they having been 
unjuftly deprived of their dominions by Calipula. But hede- 


Rhodians 


the former, 

for 



OF THE WORLD. 

- 1 1 .> 

for railing a fedition, and killing feveral Ro?nans ; and thelat- Claudius, 
ter, for crucifying lome of that nation. **——v——* 

Soon after his accefiion to the empire, he recalled his two 
nieces, Agrippina and Julia , from their banifhment; but focn 
after, through the perfuafion of his wife MeJJalina , who go¬ 
verned him with an abfolute fv/ay, Julia was fent back again; 
and at the fame time Seneca was banifhed to Corfica , under Seneca ba- 
pretence of a criminal commerce between them. niftied. 

V About the beginning of this emperor’s reign, fome of the 
Britons , harrafied with civil-wars, fought the protection of Claudius's 
the Romans. A. Planiius v/as thereupon ordered to pafs expediti- 
over from Gaul: but his foldiers fir ft mutinied, faying. They on to Bri - 
would not make war beyond the limits of the world: for fo they tain. 
judged Britain to lie. However, they were foon appeafed 
by the affiftance of the emperor’s favourite freed man Nar- 
cijjiis ; and Plantius , and his lieutenant Flavius Vefpafan, 
performed fuch exploits, as not only procured Claudius a tri¬ 
umph, but determined him foon after to pafs over into 
that ifland in perfon. He foon fubdued part of the country, 
and, among other places, Camolodunum , now Maldon in EJ- 
[ex, the royal feat of Cynobelinus: but whether he fought any 
battle, authors are not agreed. Among other ornaments of 
his triumph for this expedition, he placed a naval crown of 
gold, juft by the civic crown, over the gate of the imperial 
palace, in token of his victory over the Britijh fea when he 
eroded it: and for the fame reafon lie gave his fon Germani¬ 
cs, whom he had by MeJJalina , the furname of Britannicus. 

Plantius remained in Britain , where he carried on the war 
with great fuccefs : and Vefpafan , who alfo continued there, 
fought thirty battles with the enewy, according to Suetonius , 
and fubdued two of their nations, together with upwards of 
twenty towns, and the ijle of TVigbt , then called Veftis. Titus 
ferved under Vefpafan in quality of tribune, 

MeJJalina , and Claudius's freedmen NarciJJus and Pallas , MeJJalina 
foon began to abufc the prince’s weaknefs, and the too renders 
great power he had allowed them, to the deftruftion of fuch Claudius 
of the nobility as gave them the leaft difpleafure. By their cruel, 
advice, which he blindly followed, he committed thegreateft 
follies and injuftice ; pardoning the moft heinous offences, 
and frequently, without any caufe, exercifing fo many cruel¬ 
ties as would be too tedious to relate. Thofe againft his 
own blood will be fufficient. The firft that fell by their trea¬ 
chery was Appius Si lames, a perfon of great diftindtion and 
known integrity, who hud been governor of Spain , and 
married to Claudius 's mother-in-law. The caule of his 
death, was his rejecting the infamous paffion of MeJJalina. 

After him, lie put to death both his fons in law, Silanus and 
Pompey ; and his nieces, the two Livias ; one the daughter of 
Drufns , and the other of Germanicus ; and all without allow¬ 
ing them to make any defence ; nor could any one tell for what 
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Clun'ihis. caufe. What was ft!!] more dangerous, was, that MeJJalim 



and the emperor’s freedmcn bore fo great a fway in the ftate, 
that they fold offices, governments, dignities, pardons and 
punifliments, without his knowing any thing of it; fo great 
was their power and authority, and fo grofs his ignorance and 
ftupidity. Thefe proceedings rendered Claudius fo odious to 
by which many, and efpecially to the nobility, that feveral of them cn- 


he :>e- 
co lies 




, no re- 


tered into a con fpi racy a gain ft him ; particularly S.'atiu C:r~ 
vinus and Galius Ajinius: but their deiigns being difeovered, 
odious. they and all their alTociates were put to death. 

But a ftill more dangerous ccnfpiracy was that of Farm 
Camillas Scribonianus , governor of Dalmatia, who, incited bv 
hellion of many of the greateft men of Rcnuc, and backed by a powerful 
Camillas , army, openly rebelled againft Claudius 3 and threatened him 

a cruel death, if he did not immediately refign the empi-e, 
and betake himfelf to a private and retired life. Claudius was 
fo terrified with this letter, that he affembled his friends, to 
deliberate, whether, or not, he Ihould refign the foverdgti 
power to Camillas. But he was foon delivered from his fear; 
for Conn'll ns's foldiers, altering their minds, and repenting 


whole fob their revolt, in hopes of obtaining pardon, fell upon their 
clis-rs re- officers, and cut ntult of them in piece?. Camillas hiiv.icif 
lent, and found means to cfcr.jv to the ifinnd of //dr, on the corn r.f 
kill in in. pc:i?:i(7t:a^ v/ncre a c v/as ltr.nbc m tnv wc:*., by 

a corn mo a fokljor. Mc\': of the < onfmravors iaK; violent h\r. :s 
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In .the fevcnth year of Claudius 's reign, the great fccular Claudius. 
vjvics were celebrated: fo called, becaufe they were'exhi¬ 
bited bat once in a century. L. Vitellius , a mo ft ahjeel flat¬ 
terer, and Claudius' s collegue this year, fir ft in the confulfhip. Year of 


ard afterwards in the office of cenlor, paying his compliments Rome Sco. 
to him on this occafion, wifhed he might many thr.es exhibit of 


Cbrijl 


48 • 


of 



thofe games. Not only the weak prince, but his wife and 
jreeQtr.tn, were fo pleafed with this fulfome adulation, that 
they railed him and his two Tons, (the cldeft of whom was 
afterwards emperor) to the higheft employments in the ftate. 

Such was his fervile meannefs, that, another time, he begged 

as the greateft of favours, That jhe would permit 
him the honour of pulling off her foes; one of which he carried 
away, wore it conftantly in his bofom, and often took it 
out in public and killed it. The golden images of Pallas and 
istvrcijjus, the emperor’s favourite freedmen, he worfliipped 
among his houfholcl gods. Claudius made fome good regula- Claudius , 
tions during his cenforfhip : fuch as, forbidding any new fta- cenfor, 
tues to be let up in Rome , without the confent of the fe- makes 
nate; and ordering all governors of provinces to return to fome very 
Rome as foon as their command was expired, to anfwer there good, and 
the complaints that might be brought againft them for any fome very 
aiilbehaviour during their adminiftration. But, on the other filly edi&s 
hand, fcvcral of his edicts, of which he once publifhed 
above twenty in one day, were very trifling and ridiculous. 

Of this kind was, his warning the fenate and people to take 
care that their wine vcflels were well pitched, becaufe there 
vas plenty of grapes that year; and his acquainting them, 
that the juice of th a yew-tree was the beft remedy for the bite 
of a viper. 

Mcjjalina had now thrown off all fenfe of fiiamc, and gave The un- 
art unbounded loofe to her lewd inclinations. Claudius's bounded 
brother-in-law, M. Vinieins , a man of a quiet temper and lull and 
retired life, was poifoned by her, for refufing to liften to cruelty of 
her criminal paflicn. Cn. Pcmpcius Magnus, who had mar¬ 
ried the emperor’s eldeft daughter Antonin , having the mif- 
fortune to difpleafe her, was put to death, without fo much 
knowing that he was acculed ; as were likewife, at the 
Time time, his father Craffv.s and his mother Seribonia, to¬ 
gether with numbers of knights and fenators of great diflir.c- 

Valerius Afaliens , a native of Gaul, and very powerful 
in that province, by rcafon of his wealth and numerous de- 

for no other crime 
of Lucullus , which 


A 



na. 


•l 0 
UJ 


non. 


pendents, was profecutcd without mercy, 
hut becaufe he poflbfled the fine gardens 
Mefjidina coveted. Sofia us, inftigated by her, charged him 
with a defign to ftir up Uis countrymen to revolt; and eafily 
prevailed unon the weak and timorous Claudius to feeure his 


lie trial 


of Valert - 


lire and empire by the deftru<ftion of his pretended rival. He us /if a 
was tried, not in the fenate, but in the emperor’s chamber, 

• . - - --- * 1 * • /* • 1 

m the 


CHS* 
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le prefence of Mcfjallna ; and pleaded his caufe with Inch 
ucncc and energy, that he forced tears both from tier and 

' 15 l M . Claudius 
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Claudius: upon which, (he, fenring left a fentiment of ten. 
de'rnefs fhouM get the better of her other paftion:;, left the 


room 


e\ l»i 


h 


as Ihe was going out, 
iet him cfcape. As Valerius declared. 


Thai he 


Mcjfali- 

na'% in- 

♦ 

trigue 


whifpered Viiellius not to 

had never before 

feen any of the untneffes produced agaivjl him , Soflhins at la ft 
brought in one who, he faid, was well acquainted with him. 
He had before inftrudted him what to fay, and told him that 
Vtiler ius was bald; and therefore, upon his entering the room, 
he defired him, in the firft place, to tell them which was 
Valerius Ajiaticus. I have been long acquainted with him , faiil 
the witnefs, and that is he ; pointing at another bald perf-n 
who happened to be prefent. This convinced Claudius that 
Valerius was innocent: but whilft he was thinking about 
clearing him, Vitellius, throwing himfelf at his feet, intreated 
him, with many tears, to remember the prifoner’s good 
fervices to the commonwealth ; his ftedfaft attachment to 
Antonia , and his many gallant actions ; and therefore to oil- 
play his mercy, by graming fo worthy a citizen th 
choice of his death. Claudius was fo ftupid, that, without 
farther confideration, he complied with this requeft ; which 
was, in effect, condemning Valerius ; who thereupon opened 
his veins and bled to death. 

At length, Claudius was acquainted with tire diforders of 
wife. Her chief favourite now was Cains Siliu r, the 


e free 


his 

handfomeft man in Rome, whom fl 


obliged 


to divorce 


with Sill us hjs wife, that he might be wholly her’s ; and, far from en¬ 


deavouring to conceal her crime, fhe vifited him publicly 
every day, with a numerous train; accompanied him abroad, 
and loaded him with wealth and honours. After lome rime, 
Silius, fenf hie of the dangers that hung over him, told ! 


tv.; ^ 


without difguife, that dciperate attempts wore she only fee ve¬ 
rity for glaring guilt; that they had gone too far to wait for 
the emperor’s death ; and that he was ready to marry her 
and adopt her fon Qermamcus. This propofal, bold bevond 
all example, and aim oft all belief, (lie readily 

t ' 1 rx f V t « • ✓ l 1 




agrceo 


to 


and a few days after, Claudius being gone to (jfVui to aliilr it 


whom (be a facrihce, fhe married Silius , with all the ufual folcinniticr, 
publicly in the face of the whole city. The tendency of this marriage 

was plain, and made aii the prince’s family and friends trem¬ 
ble for him: but no one dared to inform him of it, for fear cf 


The em- Mr fl: Una's fury. At laft, however, Kara (Jits and Pallas uii- 


marries* 


neror is 
informed 


covered to nun 
and terrifted, th: 


him this infamous aft 



wa s 


n 

io 


<\ m 




P* It, 


a/cil 

he often afked, JVhctker he teas f ill em¬ 
peror, 

Mfalina, not imagining that any one would dare to dif- 
clofe her diforders to the emperor, was indulging hcrielf in 

he n-erfoiKiting Bacchus , and 

' ■ ’ " ' that 


revels witfl ner new 


hufb 


toe, with lev era! others. 


and, 

' K -a 


Oi 


god i 


Avhcn, 


i ,o them, that 


pricft:: and priellefles 

in the* mid ft- of their jollity, news was brought 


Claudius was tomioic 
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ppn 




ed 


or 


all 


and 
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fully bent on vengeance. Upon this, the comp 

ti Lite I y clifperfed in the utmoft confirmation. 
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n | 

fld 


fhe 


ffalina 



and daughter Bdtanmcns and O&lavia, to meet the emperor 
and implore his mercy. She likewife befought Vibidia , the 
oideft of the veftals, of whom Claudius had an high opinion, 
to do the fame : whilfl fhe herfeif pafled through the city 
on foot, attended only by three perfons, all others having al¬ 
ready forfaken her; and was glad to get into a gardener’s 


w 


... fhe took the road to Ojtia 

hom Claudius , dillrufting the chief officer of his "guards 


Nardjfu 


to 


had transferred the command of the praetorian cohorts for that 
day, and who, in confequence thereof, was in the fame 
coach with the emperor, no fooner perceived her endeavour¬ 
ing to approach Claudius , crying aloud, with many tears. 

That be would bear the mother of Oclavia and Britannicus • 

to drown her cries, he began to exclaim and firorm w ^ om 


tnan, 


... ijfui. 

Mcjj'dina: and, at the fame time, to divert the prince from prevents 
feeing her, he delivered him a writing, containing a detail ^ ee!n g 
of her profiitutions. As he was entering Rome , fome at- ^ er * 
tempted to prefent him his children by her; but NarciJJus 
prevented it. He could not, however, keep off Vibidia , who 

•n i . . r % - a t . 1 7 / § v 

conaenmed without 

.. /T ... . . . . .. ‘ omife her. That 

Ima Jnould b ^ y - - . 

Claudius was all this while flupified and filent. The lirfi 


lored, V bat the empe 
'ue heat d. He was 

V .v I * .t Y t T f 


place Narciffus carried him to was the houfe < 

where he fhewed him quantities of the richeft__ 

imperial palace, monuments of his wife’s proftitution and his 
clligrace. From thence he led him to the camp, where the 


loldiery, with loud cries, demanded the immediate death of 

the criminals : upon which, Si/ius, and feveral others, whom Silt us and 

Nanijjus had earned to be arrefied, were brought before the feveral 

imperial tribunal, convicted of being accomplices of Mejja- -o- 

linn's profiitutions, and.dragged to execution. 

Claudius then went to the palace, where he fpent the great- 
eft part of the night in caroufing with his freed men and 
being, warm with wine, of which he generally drank very 


ecuted 


plentifully, he ordered one of his attendants to go and ac¬ 
quaint 1/Icffdima , that he would hear her the next 

nd 


Tus. alarmed 


day. 


ordered the tribun 


out. 


at this, immediately flopped 

_ and centurions then upon duty, to put 

Mejjalma to death directly, telling them it was the emperor’s 
exprels command. They found her in the gardens file had 
jkei to, lying upon the ground, and her mother fitting by 
I'sr, who, upon their acquainting her with her 


doom. 


| # |- - J- O - - -- ^ J 

reported her not to wait death from the hands of the exe¬ 


cutioner. Mcjjalina , trembling, tool: up a dagger, and Mejfal 
painted it firft at her throat, and then at her bread, but had pm. to 
i'-ot courage enough to plunge it in j upon which, the tri- death. 

bune 
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base ran her through with his (word* Such was the csd 
of one of the iewdeft women recorded in hifbry. 

ChruHus was ftiil at table* when word was brought him. 
that Mefhfoia was dead. He neither afked how &e died! 




He de- 


will net 



Rut 


his 

c A- 


nor ihevred the Icaft mark of fallibility but, calling for his 
bowi of wine, continued his banquet with the fame gaiety 
is before : nor did the triumph of ncr enemies, or the tears 
of his children bewailing their mother, excite in him, either 
then, or in the following days, any fymptom of hatred, joy, 
anger, foirow, or any other human pafilon or affediian. 
Nay, Suxwiui allures us, that, but a few days after, as he 
Was Supping with (ome of his friends, be afkod why JJ4 
Una did not come to fupper. Such was his incredible for- 

getfulnefs, or rather Hupiditv. 


He now publicly declared, that fiflCt 
fortunate in his marriages, be would 


for 


iture j and that he eai 
continued not in tna 


forgot it, falling in love with his niece Julia Agrippina^ the 


ployed all his intereft in her behalf, made fuch an imprefHoq 
on ‘him, that he determined fo marry her. But as there 
had not yet been an inftance among the Romans of a mar¬ 
riage between an unde and a niece, and fome fern pies arofc 
on that account^ though they then lived publicly together; 
die fycophant ViuUiusy whom wc have already fpoktn or, 
pronofed this match in the fenate, and got a decree pall'd, 
declaring marriages between uncles and brothers daughters 
for ever lawful. The nuptials were celebrated the very 


n.*xt day. 

iJercha- From this rime Agrippina governed without controul, 
x^dcc rendering the whole ftate fubfervient, not only to her wan¬ 
ton and lewd amours, but to her infatiable avarice, un¬ 
bounded ambition, and un parallelled cruelty. She appeared 
with the emperoi in the Icnate; placed hcrfolf by him on 
the fame tribunal in all public ceremonies ; gave audience 
with him to foreign princes and ambafladors, and even ac¬ 
companied him ill the courts of juftiee, which, to the fo- 
run:* was a lirist altogether new- t To fignaliwr the begin¬ 
ning, we may fay, of her reigtt, with feme plauitblc B&ion, 
(he prevailed upon Clau£ut to recall from exile, and ho- 

Sewtrn te- nour with tho prcetorihip, L* Atuuns Scncca • But in this 
c jy > alfo die b :d her private views, which were, the education of 

her sen Dzmitiusy afterwards AVr#, under fuch a matter, and 
riic «:c of his counfcls in the purfuit of her ambitious <fc- 
f.g.u. J>oon after, Dmitius was betrothed to Claudios* 
daughter O&ovia 9 and by that means railed almoft to an 
tqidity with his (on BrltanmassJT he next year he adopted 

hfc| 
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and* is adoption was confirmed by a decree of the fe- Claudius. 
yhich at die fame time gave Agrippina the title of Att- 
The ambitious cmprefs, not iausfied with thus ad- 
'•ing her own fon, to the prejudice of Britanniats % carried 
her cruelty towards this unfortunate prince fo far, as, under 
pretence of tendernefs for him, to keep him locked 
jnurfery, though he was now nine years old t and, by'de- 
■rtes removed from him all his former attendants, ana Dut 

u their places others entirely at her devotion. 

—r Sen, though not yet fourteen, took the manly robe, 

which qualified him for honours and employments and, at 
ihc tame time, the fenate, with Clau£uP. approbation, de- 

lliv a m 1 1 it* t_ _ -l_ 0 til I • • t t 


up m 
de- 
put 

The next 



prince of the Roman youth. Many of the tribunes and cen¬ 
turions could not help pitying Britannicus ; but they were 
iD (bon removed from the palace; and even thofe of hit 
freedmen who were thought to be too much attached to 
him, wore partly difeharged, and partly put to death, under 
rarious pretences : fo that he was now iptirely under the 
government of people of Agrippina's chufjng. To rivet her 




to whom he owed his preferment. 


This year, the tenth of Claudius's reign, Agrippina cau fed 
a colony of veterans to be fent to the capital of the Ubii y 

where fee was born, and to which fhe gave the name of 
ithnla Agrippinenfis^ now Cologne. About the fame time, 
the Cctti made incurilons into the Roman territories, but 
were repulfcd by Po/.p wilts Secundtts* to whom the fenate 
decreed the ornaments of triumph ; and, ihortly after. £)/?>• 
rr«; Scapula gained great advantages over (cveral ot the peo¬ 
ple of Britain. 

The following year, the fenate paded a decree again ft wo- Decree 
mtn of free condition who married Haves, ordaining, that againft 
fte who thus debated herfelf, without the confent of the womca 
imfter of the (lave, lhculd herfelf become a (lave ; but if he who mar* 
con fen tod, (he (hould be deemed a manumitted Have. The rkd fl.ues 
emperor’s freedman Pallas was the author of this regulation, 
as Claudius informed the fenate, who thereupon decreed 

him the ornaments of prsrtor, a prefent of about an hun¬ 


dred thoufand pounds of our money, and public thanks* 
fa that, though defeended from the ancient k::;gs of Area ■- 


fa, he deiened to be reckoned among the emperor’s mi- 


for the fe* vice of the 
ornaments of the 


rulers, and waved his great nobility for 
&-e. The haughty (lave accepted the 
t'.ptorfbip, and fhe privilege of wearing a gold ring; but 
6r;ued the jnefent, and prevailed with Claudius to acquaint 


3 So 


A GEN 


1ST 


Claudius, the fenate, in his name, that he was fatisfied with the 


.nours, and chofe to remain in his ancient poverty. Upoi 
this, a decree pafTed, was engraved in brafs, and publich 



hung up, in which this franchifed ilave, lately reciecmcc 
from the infamy of whips and fetters, but now worth ncji 
feven millions, was extolled for obferving the venerable par- 
fimony of the primitive ages. So mean and contemptible 
was that once great and refpcttable fenate now grown. 
Exploits The Mauritanians , who had taken up arms to reverie 
of the Ro- the death of their king Ptolomy , murdered by Caligula's or- 
mans in dec, were chadrifcd by the Romans in the reign of this 
Germany, prince, wnofe lieutenants lilcewife overcame the Catti , Marf. 

and Cauci , three German nations, and recovered one of the 
eagles which Varus had loft:. Corhulo , the greateft com¬ 
mander of his age, purfued the Cauci into their own coun¬ 
try, and w r ou3d have reduced them intirely, had not Chu. 
dius , jealous of his glory, ordered him to repafs the Rhh:;. 
Corbulo obeyed, only faying. How happy vjere the Roman 
commanders in former times T He had taken great pains to 
difeipline his troops, whom he found utter Grangers to mili¬ 
tary toils ; and that they might not relapfe into an habit of 
idlenefs, he 


employed them in nigging a 
twenty miles long, between the Mcufe and the Rhine , to re¬ 
ceive the high tides, and prevent inundations. Some take 
this to be the canal now called Fi/et, which extends front 


.1; 


canal, three and 


The fc es SThe 


Slavs to Leyden. 


s 


which the pleaders at this time ex- 


of vdt-a a - ^ jailed from their clients, became a matter of fuch grievance, 
erslimited that tire fenate thought propc-r to take cognizance of it. 

Cains Si Hus, then conful elect, was ftrongly again it allowing 
orators to take fees, which, laid he, put them upon a level 
with mechanics, and debated eloquence, the molt honour- 
d-U. ofail accomplifhmenrs, to fordid lucre. Many others 




of the fenaters were of his opinion, and with him propo- 
fed reviving the Cincian law, which forbid the taking of any 
gift or payment for pleading a caufe. To this the pleaders 
oppeied, That as their ftudies were attended with great ex¬ 
eat reafc-nable that they fhouid reap fome ad 

15 IYI If IKtOC to n- f avp 


vantage 


it was fc 


hundred and fifty crowns for one pleading ; 
ever exceeded that fum, fhouid be liable tc 


.\’e*o mar¬ 
ries Gcia- 

■via. 


from them. It was therefore fettled, that they 

fhouid be at liberty to take fees, but nevermore than two 

and that who- 

to be fued for ex- 

✓ 

tortion. 

As foor. as Nero had entered into his fixteenth year, he 
was married to Claudius’s daughter OSI avia \ loon after 
which, he pleaded the caufe of the Ilians before tbc fenate, 
and obtained for them, as the anceftors of the Rowans, an 
intire exemption from all taxes and tributes. He likewib 
made an oration in favour cf the Rhodians , by which he pre- 

n Ciaudias tc refirore them to their liberty \ and by a 


va 


iled 
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third oration he procured the Bononians a great relief for the 
1 oi]es they had lately fuftained by a dreadful fire. The 
Cwh Apameans, and Byzantines alfo obtained fignal favours 

The policy of Agrippina, who fet him 


38l 

Claudius. 



by his mediation, 
upon all this, was. 


to make him be thought a good and 


compaffionate prince, whilft, at the fame time, fhe pufhed 
Claudius on to the moft (hocking a£ts of cruelty. 

Weak as he was, he now began to fee the bad choice he 
had made of a wife ; and, one day, could not help faying in 
Jiis wine, That he had ever been unfortunate in bis wives, but 
that none of them had efcaped punifoment. 
fonder of Britannicus than he had ev 
laid he would foon give him the manly robe, that the Ro - 
mans might at lajl have a true Caefar. Every word and ac- 


He likewife grew 
ever been before, and 


tion of the emperor was immediately carried to Agripp 
who now refolved to be beforehand with him. The iu 


ina , 

ureft 


way, (he thought, was to poifon him ; but fhe was at a 
lofs what fort of poifon to ufe. If it were too powerful and 
fudden in its operation, that might betray her; and if flow, 
there was danger of his finding out her pra&ices, and fetting 
afide the adoption of her fon. At length, fhe refolved upon 
a poifon which would diforder his f'enfes, and not haftily 
kill him. Locujla , a woman who had been lately condemned Agrippina 
for poifoning, was applied to, and prepared the deadly dofe, poifons 
which was adminiftred to Claudius in a difh of mufhrooms, Claudius . 
of which he was extremely fond. But it only making him 
fide, fhe fent for his phyfician Xenophon , who, under pretence Year of 
of making him vomit, thruft down his throat a feather dipt Rome 807. 
in fuch potent poifon, as foon put an end to his life, in the 0 f Cbrif, 
fixty-fourth year of his age, after a reign of thirteen years, 55. 
eight months, and twenty days. He was a weak prince, al- 
moft a changeling, and was wholly governed by his wives His cha- 
and freedmen. Suetonius reproaches him with cruelty ; and 


Seneca fays, He no more fcrupled the killing of a man , than the 
killing of a fy. But the hatred of this laft to Claudius , by 
whom he had been banifhed to Corfu a, and kept there eight 
years, feems to have prompted him to lay to the charge of 
the prince, crimes which other writers impute to thofe who 
governed him. The grandeur of the Roman ftate was not 
much impaired in this reign ; but the city and the nobility 
were feverely opprefied, and barbarouflv treated- 
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.THE death of Claudius was kept fecret, till 
had taken ail the necciExry fteps for fccuring the empire in 
Nero. With this view* afte&ing inconfolable grief, iht 
claiped Britaunlcus laft in her arms* called him the dear 
image of his father* and artfully kept him and hrs two fit 
ters in her chamber* whilft guards polled at all the avenues 
of the palace gave out* from time to time* that the prince 
was recovering. At laft* the palace gates were thrown open 
on a hidden* and AVr*, accompanied by Burrhus , captain of 
the praetorian guards* walked up to the cohort then upon 
duty* who* at Burrhus's command* received him with (bouts 
of joy* and immediately carried him to the catnp y where, 
alter a fpcech fui table to the occafion* and a promife of a 
I .rgcfs equal to that ot the late prince* he was declared em¬ 
peror. Some indeed* at firft* anted for Britanr.icus \ but as 
he neither appeared, nor any one propofed him* they foon 
joined the others* and embraced the choice that was of¬ 
fered them* which was likewife approved of by the fen.de 
and people. A pompous funeral was ordered for Claudim ; 
but his loft will was not read in public* left his preferring 
there the fbn of his wife to his own fon fhould provoke the 
refentment of the people* Ner§ himfclf pronounced his 
funeral ovation* in which he displayed the antiquity of his 
family, and the many confuifhips and triumphs of 'hi* 
ceftors; likewife touching upon his perfonal merit* cfpccially 
his eloquence* and knowledge of the Greek tongue. But 
when he began to extol his wil'dom and prudence* the whcle 
aflcmbly burft into a loud laugh* though the fpeech was 
composed by Seneca* whole ftile, fays Tacitus* was well ad¬ 
apted to the tafte of thofe times. It was like wife obfervd, 
on this occafion, that Nero was the hrft Rowan cmj 
who flood in need of another’s eloquence. 

The beginning of his reign gave the public great hopes of 
happinefs under his government j for* in his firft fpeech to 
the fenatc, after acknowledging himfclf indebted for the 
xriga very empire to their authority* and the concurrence of the fol- 

*’ *j be declared* That he intended to govern his people aerni- 
tug to the wife rules and infthutioiss of Auguflus ; that 
magijlrate fiyadd have Ids proper jwjfdtSIion* i» which he 
not interfere ; and that the fenate Jbould enjoy its ancient prerc - 
gat eves. In return for this* the fathers decreed him every 
title cf honour* and he accepted them all* except that of 
father of his country* which lie declined on account of hit 
youth. His actions feemed to confirm thefe fine promife, 
and to fpeak him truly juft* liberal* and merciful. He & 
ftributed 1-rgc lams of money to the people and prsetoria 

fgldkni 


an- 
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Olifrs; affigned penfions to the .poor fenntcrs; moderated Mm 
die taxes and tributes of the provinces ; refrained the pro- * ■ ■ 
fufe luxury of the Roman tables 5 and reformed fcveral abu- 
fcs in the city. A warrant being brought to him to fign 
for the death of a condemned perfon, he cried, Would to 
kti'in that / knew not how to write ! and upon the fenate’s 
returning him thanks for the wifdom and moderation of his 
•overnment, he faid, Pray defer y:itr thanks till / deferve 
I'm. He bellowed territories on fcveral princes. To Art* 

Mus 9 fon of Herod king of Chalets , he gave the LeJJer 
Amema ; to Soemus the title of king, and the country of So* 
pbine, lying between Armenia, Mejopotamia, and Cwiagtne : 
ind to the territories of Agrlppa he added fame towns of 


-Galilee* 

before the firfl year of Nerds reign was expired, Agrippina Agrippi- 
begin to fhew her ambition, in a manner which mocked na 9 » tnor- 
every one. While the emperor, feated on the imperial drnate 
threjie, was giving audience to fome ambafladors from Ar- ambition, 
Hum, file, on a Hidden, appeared in the room, and was ad¬ 
vancing to take her feat with him. The whole aflembly 


the Romans would have thought a public difgracc. As her 
Ion was but a youth, and indebted to her for the fovereign- 
ty, (he claimed an equal (hare in it with him, and pretend¬ 
ed to anfwer foreign ambafladors jointly with him, to write 
letters to princes and kings, dsfpatch orders to the governors 
of nrovinces and commanders of armies, and, in filort, to be 
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anceftors had acquired, and flie had conferred on him. Her 
revengeful fpirit had appeared the very moment after her 
fon was faluted emperor; when, much aeainft Nerds Will* 

(he caufcd NardJJus to be arrefled and dragged to prifen* 
end forced him to lay violent hands on himfelt, for having* 

(aid Ihe, fpoken difrefpc&fully of her ; but, in reality, bc- 
caufe (he thought him too much attached to Britamicus . 

Junius Silanusy proconful of AJia y a man of vaft wealth, and 
equal quality, being the great grandfon of Auguftusy had 
litewife fallen a vi<Sim to ner fury, about the Tame time* 
without her Ton’s having been fo much as acquainted with it* 

Her lull of abfolute fway, in which fhe was encouraged and 
fl’Dparted by Pallas^ would, even then, have made her fi¬ 
eri sice all that gave her the lead umbrage, had not Burrhus 
and Seneca unanimoufly laboured to reuratn her rage, and 
keep her within bounds. 

Kero greatly difliked thefe proceedings of his mother, and Kero falls 
form began to flight her. authority. He had already con- in love 
ccived an utter averfion to his wile OSlavta 7 and as violent with A&e* 


Sns&io 


fan 
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foil of one of his freed men, both youths of graceful perfon? 

but abandoned to all manner of lewdnefs and debaucherv 
were his confidants. Seneca and Burrhus were not untc 
quainted with their pupil’s intrigue, but thought it morcud 
vifeable to wink at his fatisfying his youthful inclination? 

with a perfon of low condition, by which no injury \y a 
done to any man ; than, by thwarting him, to fet him, per 
haps, upon attacking women of the greateft diftin&ion 
But Jgrippina, dreading the extravagant power of a concu 
bine, tried every means to check his growing paflion. He; 
oppofition ferved only to increafe it ; till at length hi 
loft: all refpe^I for her. Finding that fhe had taken ; 
wrong method, (he changed her arts, and endeavoured tc 
regain the confidence of her fon by flattering his paflion. 
even offering him her own chamber to indulge it in, and 
making him a tender of all her wealth, which aim oft eoud 
led the imperial treafures. This fudden change did not de¬ 
ceive Nero ; and his friends, dreading it, befought him to be 
upon his guard againft the artful fnares of an implacable and 
deceitful woman. 



Shortly after, as Nero was furveying the rich ornaments 
in which the emperors wives and mothers ufed to ap¬ 
pear on folemn days, he chofe fome of the fineft, and fent 
them as a prefent to his mother, to fhew her, that though 
he would not be controuled by her, he bore her no rancour 
or ill-will. But Jgrippina , flying into a rage, complained 
bitterly of her fon, and faid She did not know what he mint 
ly fending her fitch irtfes , when Jhe had a right to the zvhde. 
Thefe words, with aggravations, were immediately carried 
Pallas di 1 * to Nero , who thereupon difmiflcd Pallas , by whom chiefly 
graced, dgriptufia was upheld in her ambitious defigns, from the 

management of the finances. T his incenfed her to fucli i 
degree, that, fhaking Iter fift at Nero, and loading him with 
curfes, file threatened to lay open to the woild all the crimes 
file had committed to procure him the empire, and to take 
Bntannicus to the camp, and there leave to the decifion of 
the folo’iery which of them ought to have the fovereign rule. 
Nero , who had already conceived an irreconcileable hatred 
to the young prince, being alarmed at thefe threats of his 
mother, refolved to rid bimfelf of one whom he now looked 
upon as a dangerous rival. To this end, a dofe of pcifon, 
prepared by the famous Locujla , who had poifoned Claudius ,, 
was fecretly adminiftred to him ; but not having the intend- 
Britanni - e d effect, a fecond potion was prepared, fo ffrong, that Bri- 
<i/s poi- tannicus dropped down dead the moment he had drank it, 
ibnedi which was at dinner with the emperor. Every one prefent 

was ffruck with terror and amazement : but Nero , without 
betraying the lead concern, allured the company, that it 
was only a fit of the falling fickefs, to which he had been 
fubje<£t from his infancy, and tliat he would foon recover j 

v/hercupon they all affected to refume their fotmer gaiety. 

The 
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The corpfe of the deceafed prince was conveyed that fane 
evening to a funeral pile, which had been prepared beforc- 
h-md, and his remains were interred in the field of Mars, 
without any pomp, or even a funeral oration; though he 
was the laft of the Claiulian family, which had flourilhed 
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infnlenanr at Rome upwards of eight hundred y< 

Agrippina i though almoft driven to defpair 1 y this fatal 
blow, frill kept up her furious fpirit, had frequently private 
meetings with her confidants, paid great court to the tri¬ 
bunes, centurions, and nobility of Rome , and amafled all the 
riches fhe pofixbly could, as if fhe had been meditating fome 
great defign. Nero , being informed of this, ordered her 
guard to be taken from her, and commanded her to quit the 
palace, and retire to the houfe formerly her grandmother 
Antonia’s. From this time his vifits to her were very feldom, 
and fhort; and fhe was always furrounded with a croud of 
officers. The throng of courtiers who attended her before, 
now difappeared ; and no one pretended to comfort her in 
diferace, except a few, who were fet about her as fpies. 

1 • r r \ _ r _* _ O.*/_ ^ 1 


j 


to be revenged 


of her for a former pique, now falfly accufed her of a de- 
fign to marry Rubellius Plautus, great grandfon to Auguf- 
tus, in order to transfer the empire to him. Nero was fo 


terrified 


ip 


fented to him, that every one, and much more a mother, 
ought to be heard before condemnation and that, if file 
were guilty, he would fee her executed; The charge being 

i'ip- 

finawv.s acquitted with honour, and her accufer banifhed. 


The llightnefs of this punifhment 


Petus , 


fhortly after, to accufe Pallas and Burrhus of a defign to raife 
to the empire Cornelius Sylla, who had married the late em¬ 
peror’s daughter Antonia: tut the charge appearing evidently 
forged, they were both declared innocent, and Petus con¬ 
demned to banifhment. The arrogance of Pallas, on this 
occafion, was extreme ; for the accufer naming to him fome 
of his freedmen, whom lie pretended to have been his ac¬ 
complices, Pallas anfwered, That he never condefcended to -Jpeak 
to any of his dome flics, hut always dignified his pleafure to them by 
<1 nod, a motion of his hand, or, if his commands confifted of ma¬ 
ny particulars, in writing, that they might learn to keep their 

dijmee. 

The next year, Nero, flighting the grave admonitions of 
his governors Burrhus and Seneca, gave a greater Joofe than 
he had ever done before to his youthful inclinations, and, 
v r :th his debauched companions, particularly Otho and £V- 
naio, frequently ran about the city by night, difguifed in 
the habit of a ;!ave, aiiaulting whomfoever they met, and 
committing a ihoufand iiotous diforders. Thefe frolics were 
not without their dangers ; and he was once fo wounded in 

Vql. IV. 
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Agrippina 
ordered 
to leave 
thepalace. 
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Nero, the face, that the fear remained ever after. He likewife 

took great delight in Birring up the factions in the play, 
houfe, and fecting them a quarrelling ; and when they were 
hotly engaged, he would throw hones and pieces of broken 
benches among them, with which he once dangerouily 
wounded a praetor in the head. Thefe riots went at length 
fo far, the whole city being divided into factions, fome for 
Players one player, and fome for another, that, to prevent Hill 
driven out greater mifehiefs, it was found necefiary to drive all players 
of Italy, out of Italy. 


Some 
com men¬ 


tions of 
Nero. 


The two following years of Nero’s reign were diftinguiih- 
ed by feveral acls of generofity and good-nature. Among 
other things, he remitted the duty upon the fale offlavesj 
dable ac- diftributed to the people a largefs of four hundred fefterces a 

man ; and forbad the governors of provinces to exhibit any 
public fhews ; knowing that they were only defigned to Hop 
the mouths of the people, who, at the fame time, paid 
dearly for them. He likewife contented to a decree of the 
fenate, enacting, that if any one was killed by his Haves, 
thofe who had been manumitted, if they continued under 
the fame roof, fhould be executed with his other Haves. He 
referred Pompom a Gr act net , a lady of great diftinction, who 
was accufed, fays Tacitus, of having embraced a foreign fu- 
perftition, meaning probably the Chriftian religion, to the 
judgment of her huiband Aldus PIautius, who, after aflem- 
bling her relations, and, with them, inquiring into the be¬ 
haviour of his wife, declared her innocent. CoJJittianus Ca¬ 
pita was banifhed for his extortions in Cilicia. But Epriits 
Marcellas, accufed of the fame crime by the Lycians , was 
not only acquitted, though evidently guilty, but his accufers 
were punifhed with exile ; fo powerful was the faction in his 
favour. P. Suiiius , whofe venal eloquence had procured the 
ruin of many illulfrious citizens in the reign of Claudius, 
was now arraigned for the death of Popp a a Sabina, of Julia 
the daughter of Drufits, of Valerius Ajiaticus , and of whole 
bands of Roman knights condemned at his inftigation. Sen 
ca feems to have been the moft fanguine promoter of this 
. profecution : for againft him chiefly Suiiius inveighed, rc* 

Invectives p r0 aching him with contaminating the beds of princeffes 
OI P. S'- 1 ’- -• - r> - • > I 1 . .'t n —-.1- i- 

lius a- 




seed. 


of P. Sul- m eaning Germanicus s daughter Julia ; with hunting after 

. inheritances ; with exhaufting all Italy and the provinces by 

gainlt Se- hj s eX ceffive ufury ; and with amaffing, by what precepts or 

wifdom, by what principles of philofophy, he faid, he knew 
not, a treafure of more than feven millions in the Jfhortfpace 
of four years. Thefe reproaches, fays Tacitus , did not a little 
tarnifh the reputation and character of Seneca ; but Suiiius 
was condemned, and banifhed to the Balearic iflands on the 
coaft of Spain. 

In the fifth year of Nero’s reign began, his paflion for the 


Poppa's t i w 

Stibina, celebrated Poppaa Sabina ; a paflion which proved the lource 

of heavy calamities to the Roman Hate. She was the daugh¬ 
ter 
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who was put to death bv Nerc. 


'■ftPatinas orders, and of T. O/lius , a fcnator. She poffeffed 
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or virtue. Her 



orcrv" ornament 
beauty, wit, audicfs. 


of her fex, except that 

and converiation, charmed all who her cha 
:t her lewdnefs knew no bounds. She rafter. 



whom fire had a fon, and lived for iome time publickly with 
ihe emperor’s favourite Otbo, who afterwards married her, 
on Cri/pbius’s conferring to a divorce. Otbo was continually 
extol ling the charms of his wife to Nero, who, young, and 
eafilv jnihmcd, ddired to fee her. An i 


interview 


pointed, in which the emperor was fo delighted 


was 
with 


that he carried her to the palace, and kept her ther 


ap- 
her. 
After 

- ** ^ -- # ' * 

a night or two, when me had wrought his paffions up to the 

giv.'itcfc height, llie artfully pretended an extreme affection 
tor her hufoand, and begged to be font back to him. The 
conference of this was, that Otbo was forbid the palace, 
and feat to Lufihania , as governor of that province ; an of¬ 
fice which he adminiffred for ten vears with great integrity 

f \ 1*> | • % 1 1 1 *m T • • 


She capti¬ 
vates Ne¬ 
ro, 


and honour. 


Nero 


f Popp 


y exa&ions Some 


of the publicans, Nero was for fuppreffing intirely all taxes good .re¬ 
gulation? 

of his 


and duties, as the greatefi: a£l of benevolence he could do to 
mankind : but the fenate, after inahy high, encomiums on 
his magnanimity, reprefented to him, that it was impoffible making, 
for the Irate to fubfift without feme taxes. He therefore con¬ 
tented himfc-lf with ordering all the regulations relating to 
the revenues, which till then had been kept fecret, to be 

know 


hung 


up 


in public, that every one 


might 


exadtly 

He alfo forbad the publicans to exact 


what he was to pay. 

any claims of above a year’s (landing ; and ordered, that all 
caufes againft them fhould be immediately heard and deter¬ 
mined by the prretor at Rome , and, in the provinces, by 
the pro-praetors and pro-confuls for the time being. He 
lu p p re fie d the tax of the fortieth penny, and like wile that 
of the fiftieth, together with fome other imports, and intire- 
ly aboiifhed the duty on com imported from the provinces 
beyond lea. 

The military exploits of the Romans this year were, Du- 
kus Auclufs driving the Frijians from certain wafte lands 
belonging to the Romans, of which they had poffeffed them- 
jelvesj his expelling afterwards the An fib art from the fame 
lands, and totally extirpating that people ; and the reduc¬ 
tion of Armenia by Corbulo. But for the particulars of thefe 

events, we refer to the hiftories of thole countries, only ob- 
' ' ' Nero 


Was faluted 


ferving here, that, for the fuccefs of Corbulo’s arms, 

Imperator, and innumerable ftatues, triumphal 
arches, and proceflions were decreed him; 

Hitherto Nero is generally extolled by hirtorians, and even 
trojan has been made to fay, that the firft five years of his 
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r cegn were a perfe£l model of a good government. This 
if true, muft certainly be underffood with feveral reftric- 
of Cbri/i , tions. But from that time he became quite a different man • 
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Great 


and the lixth year of his reign affords an inftance of fuch a 
crime, as one would fcarcely believe human nature capable 
change in of; the murder of his own mother. 

Aero. Agrippina had, in fome meafure, regained the favour of 

her foil, and began to refume a l’way at court, when Pofpaa 
was introduced there. But that ambitious proftitute, aim- 


Popp 


era 


inflames 
him a- 


ing that could never be whilft Agrippina 
whole ffudy to inflame him againft ner. 

d~* 1 1 , 9 


ing at nothing lefs than marrying the emperor, and know- 

* i • « * • « • • * 1*1 1 • , 

lived, made it her 
Agrippina , on her 

gainft his fide, left nothing unattempted to retain her power. Nay, 
mother, authors who lived in thole times, and to whofe authority 

Tacitus pays great deference, tell us, that the luff of ruling 
tranfported her to fuch lengths, that, while Nero was heat¬ 
ed with wine and bano,netting, {he accofted him, gaily at¬ 
tired, and prompted him to a crime no lefs repugnant to 
nature, than that which he foon after committed. Seme, 
who was prefent, obferving him inclined to yield, prevent¬ 
ed that abomination by introducing AEle. From this time 
Nero avoided all private conferences with his mother, which 
gave Popp'f-a a favourable opportunity of incenfing him more 
and more againff her, till me at laft made him refnlve to 
deliver himfelf by a parricide from one whom he called his 
dread and torment. How to difpatch her was the only dif- 


Nero re 


folves her ff cu lty remaining. To poifon her at his own table would 
death. be fufpe&ed, Britannicus having perifhed that way ; and to 

apply to her own domeftic, feemed dangerous. To kill her 
with the fword would be too glaring ; nor was it thought 
any one could be found fufficiently hardened for fuch a 
deed. 

In this perplexity, Anicctus , a franchifed flave, who had 
been tutor to Nero in his infancy, and was now commander 
of the fleet at Mifcnum, undertook fo to contrive a Ihip, 
that it fhould fiiddenly burft open in the fea, and drown 

1 ir-f» nr ilp- 


her 
fign 


; which, faid he, could not he imputed to malice or de- 
. T he feaff of Minerva , then celebrating at Bata, of¬ 
fered a favourable opportunity to put this plot in execution; 
and Nero , the better to intice his mother on board this flap* 
after pretending a great defire to be reconciled to her, which 
{he credited, invited her, in a moft affe&ionate manner to 


pnfs the feffival with him at Baiar. 


She, not fufpe&ingany 

her to the 


treachery, ccnfented to it, and Nero conduced 
{bore, where he took leave of her with the greateff demon- 
ihrations of tendernels and aff’edtio;;. 


u ' if 1 


The fea was fmooth and calm, the 
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night clear, and the 

ods had 


J V 




wrecked. 


fhone in full luffre, as if, fays Tacitus , the 
ordered ic fo on purpofe that fo black a murder 
renv'in undifeovered, by being imputed 


0*1 

might 


not 


to the winds or 


waves. 


■g'i ippina was attended only by two 


perfon 


Or- 
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prcius Galius , who flood in the fteerage, and Aceronia Polio., 
who lay at her t'eet, and was entertaining her with the 
pieafing fubjeCt of the return of her fon s love, when, upon 
a fignai given, the deck over that quarter was loofened, and 
funk fuddenly down with fuch violence, that it crufhed Cre¬ 
fer ha to death. AgTtppina and Aceronia were defended by 
the polls of the bed where they lay, which happened to be 
too llrong to yield to the weight, tho* the deck was purpofely 
loaded with a great quantity of lead : neither did the veiled 



open, but, by fome mifunderflanding among the mariners, 
funk flowlv ; fo that Agrippina and Accronlr mil gently into 
the fea. The latter, thinking to fave herielf by crying out 
that fhe was Agrippina , was knocked on the head. Agrippi¬ 
na efcaped, with only one wound on her fboulder, and, by She ef- 
the timely help of fome fifhing-boats, which rowed out caves, 
to her afliftance, reached the lhore, and was conveyed to a 1 
houfe of her own hard by. There, reflecting upon what 
had palled, and the fate of Aceronia, ini (taken for herfelf, 
fhe plainly faw the drift of the whole fcheme, but deter¬ 
mined to dilTemble her thoughts, and aCl as if fhe did not 
fufpeet any thing. Accordingly, Ihe difpatched Agerinus , 
her freed man, to the emperor, to acquaint him with the 
danger ihe had efcaped, by the providence of the gods, and 
his imperial fortune, and to defire him, alarmed as ihe knew 
he would he at the danger which threatened his mother, to 
poftpone the trouble of viiiting her, reft being the only 
thing ihe wanted. 

Whilft Nero hourly expeCted the news of his mother’s 
death, an account was brought him that ihe had efcaped. 
Terrified at this, he immediately fent for Burrhus and Seneca, 
who, fays Tacitus , had, perhaps, not been acquainted before 
with the confpiracy, and delired their advice how to pro¬ 
ceed. They both were filent for fome time. At length, 

Seneca, who ufed always to fpeak firft, looked at Bur¬ 
rhus, as if he alked him, Whether orders for ihe di[patching cf 
Agrippina might not be trujled to the foldiery under his command? 

Burrhus underftood him, and anfwered. That the praetorian 
guards were fo %caloufly attached to the name of the Casfars, and 
Jo fond of the family and memory of Germanic us, that they would 
never engage in any bloody attempt againjl their defendants. He 
added, That Anicetus ought to finifh what he had begun. Ani- 
cetus readily undertook it. In the mean time, Agerinus arri¬ 
ving from Agrippina, was admitted to the emperor, by 
whofe order, a dagger was dropped between his legs, as he 
was delivering his melTage, and he was immediately loaded 
with irons, and dragged to prifon, Anicetus then taking with 
him a band of defperate men, furrounded Agrippina’s houfe, 
and, accompanied by Herculeus , captain of a galley, and 
Oloantus, a centurion of the navy, forced open her chamber- 
door. Herculeus firft difcharged a blow upon lier head with 
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a great club, and Oloaritus immediately drew his fword 
difpatch her : but file, not with Handing the blow ffi 

framing up, prefented her belly, crying, Sink tr.i 
here : this carried and brought forih the monficr Nero, 
terijig there words, fbe was pierced v/ith a multituc! 
wounds, and expired. Thus died the celebrated -dgript-ha, 
daughter to Germatiicus , grand-daughter to Agrif-pu," and 
great grand-daughter to Arm (ins : inter to 
wife to anotner, and mother of a tnird. 


In ut- 


U 


of 


one emperor, 

Nero's be- This r ccne of horror was no fconer over, than Nero began 
haviour to feel the enormity of his guilt; and, not able to bear the 
on theoc- place where the parricide had been perpetrated, h 

^ f /*• '| t 1 

canon. 


e \vi 



He re¬ 
turns to 
Rome. 



crimes traced a long wav back, aferibing to her all the ini¬ 


quities of the reign of Claudius, and concluded with Huang, 
‘Thai her death ought to he looked upon as a public bl.'jjing. Yho* 

no one believed the pretended confpiracy, yet the fenrrors 


ffirove to furpafs each other in complimenting Nero , and de¬ 
creeing him new honours, on this occafion. Thrajea Pectus 
was the only man who had been honeft enough to {hew his 
diflike of the emperor’s proceedings, by walking out of the 
fen ate as foon as his letter was read. 

To blacken the memory of Agrippina Hill more, Nero par¬ 
doned and recalled from ex lb* gmc 

who had been condemned b\ 



would have clone it footia 

nation to mercy. But ftill he could not prevail upon himfelf 
to return to Rente, and appear before the fenate and people, 
fill the abandoned profligates of his court, (and no court upon 
earth, fays Tacitus , ever abounded with more,,) affined him, 
that the very name of Agrippina was generally abhorred. He 
then proceeded to Rome, where lie was received with a more 
forward and officious zeal, than even his flattering ccertieit 
had promifed him. Elated with this, he repaired, like a tri¬ 
umphant vidlor, to the capital, and there paid his vows and 
oblations. But all thefe tokens of joy and approbation'could 


not filence the reproaches of his own confcicnce ; the r.errors 
of his guilt never forfook him ; but his dread was fonietar.es 
fc great that every joint of him trembled. No one attempt" 
ing to ac’vife him, but, on the contrary, every one com¬ 
mending his moll enormous ex ceres, he abandoned himfelf, 
without contrcul, to ail kinds of extravagant paflions. Ot 

the 


il 


c h a i i o t - d r i v i n g, fi n g i i in 


and adding upon the fhge, 
were the mo ft prevailing. r or the former, he had a piece 
of ground inclofed on pi-rpofe with a wall, that he might 
there exert his dexterity in driving, without being expofed to 
public view: but this was only at fuff, for he afterwards 
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grew dcfirous of being feen, and even invited the populace to Nero. 
the fight. Thinking his own infamy would be leffened by i —y —■■> 
making others do the fame, he gave large fums of money to 
( e veral noble Romans , whofe families were reduced to po¬ 
verty, to appear as a<ftors on the ftage; and though he did 
not debafe himfelf in the common theatre, he inftituted a 
kind of plays called jwuenals , which were exhibited in private 
jioufes or gardens, and in which perfons of the firft quality 
prided them (elves on imitating the moft obfeene gefticula- 
tions of the Greek and Roman mimics. Even the ladies of the 
greateft diftin&ion, in imitation of the prince and his court, 
had their aflemblies and reprefentations too, in a grove, 
where booths were built, and all manner of incentives to 
fenfuality and wantonnefs were fold. But, Ihortly after, his 
paslion for dinging and playing on the public ftage rofe tofuch 
an height, that, not daring to begin at Rome , he went to Na¬ 
ples, and there exhibited, for feveral days together, to im- 
menfe multitudes, who had flocked from all parts to fee fo 
extraordinary a fpedtacle. At length, unable to forbear any 
longer, he took his harp, and mounted the public ftage of and ap- 
Rcme, where, after rehearfing a poem of his own compofe- pears on 
ing, he entered the lifts with the common harpers and min- the public 
Arels, and contended with them for the prize with fuch ftage. 
eagernefs and anxiety, that he never ventured to lit down, 
that being contrary to the rules of the harp, nor to (pit, nor 
to wipe the fweat from his face, otherwife than with his 
arm : and when he had ended his performance, with his knee 
bent, and his hands lifted up, according to the cnftomof the 
common players, he v/aited with awe and trembling the de- 
cifion of the judges. The common people of Rome , infen- 
ffble of the difgrace he thus brought upon their country, 
applauded him with loud fhouts ; but the inhabitants of the 
municipal towns of Italy , who ftill retained the fevere man¬ 
ners of the ancients, and others from the remote provinces, 

Ihocked at the fight, could not join in this applaufe; for 
which they were frequently beaten by the foldiers who were 
difperfed among the crowd on purpose for them to ohferve 
the looks of the fpe£tators. On thefe occafions, he often 
kepi the audience not only the whole day, but the night 
too; never giving over, nor fuffering any to depart, upon 
any occafion whatever, till he himfelf was tired. 

In the feventh year of Nero’s reign, the Romans fuffered a Year of 
dreadful flaughter in Britain: but their affairs there werefoon RomcS 14. 
retrieved by Suetonius Paulinus ; as the reader will fee in our o tCbrift 
hiftory of that country. The fame year was remarkable for 62. 
the death of Pedanius Secundus , governor of Rome , who was 
murdered by one of his own Haves ; for which all the flaves 
who lived under the fame roof, to the number of four hun¬ 
dred, were, according to an ancient law of the Remans , put 
to death, without regard to lex or age. In the following year, 
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the praetor Antijlius was banifhed for writing a f.’.tire ajpir.j 
Nero. The poet Perfeus flourifhed in this reign. 

The next year died the pra?torian-prsefect Burrhu r.c 
leath without fufpicion of poifon by Nero’s order. The lofs of f 

•worthy a man was long regretted in Ro?ne , as well from th 
memory of his own virtues, as from the different charade 
of his joint-fucrefibrs; which were, Fenius Rufus , a man o 


o 

:>ur~ 


fome character, but extremely indolejit \ and Scfonius Tigdli 
pus, infamous for his Jcv/dncfs, cruelty and avarice, and to 
that very reafon in high favour with Nero. Seneca , in parti 
cuiar, had great reafon to lament the lofs of his valuabli 
friend ; for now, the wicked counfellors, of which the cour 
was full, attacked him with the utmoft virulence, imputinj 
to him, as crimes, his great wealth, and the magnificence o 

gardens ; adding, That be ridiculed the ember or 


Seneca ac- his houfe and gat 
cufed. 


emperor 


Jinging , difparuged bis Jkill in managing horfes , and arrogated t 
hhnfelf (done the pralfe and perfection of eloquence. Upon this, 
feneda finding alfo that the prince grew more and more refervec 
towards him, befought the emperor to give him leave to retire, 
and at the fame time begged of him to accept all his wealth am 
other poifeffions, which , he faid, i 


were too great rewards for hi. 
f be/till flood in need of the wijt 


jmall for vices. Nero replied, That 
court(els •with which he had cheri/hed bis youth, and therefore mk 


not , by any means , grant him his requejl ; that, as to his riches, 



J 


i tboufand times , than fuff er any one to do him thi 
Seneca returned him tnanks for his kindnefs 


He avoids 
the court, health. 


perijh hhnfelf 
leafl injury. 

and generofi.ty, but from that time altered his courfe of life, 
receiving few vifits, fcldorn appearing abroad, and, at laft, 
confining himfeif to his chamber, under pretence of ill 


The retreat of Seneca doubled the authority of 7 igellhw, 
who, diving curioufly into the fecret fears of his prince, and 
finding that he chiefly dreaded Plautus and Sylla, the former 
lately removed into the Eaft, and the other into Gaul , per- 
fuaded him tc put them both to death ; hoping to bear a ftill 
greater fway with the emperor, by thus feeming to confull 
Sylla and his fecurity. Sylla was murdered at Marfcilles , while he was 
Plautus at table, not dreaming of any danger j and Plautus , though 
ypurdered. he had received timely notice of his danger, by a letter from 

his father-in-law, chofe rather to die, than to preferve his 
life by kindling a civil-war, which he might eafily have done, 
being of the "Julian family and very highly efteemed. Nero, 
immediately after, wrote to the fenate, inveighing.bitterly 
againft Sylla and Plautus , but taking no notice of their death. 
However, the fenate, knowing what had happened, decreed 
proceffions and folemn thanks to the gods, and degraded Sylla 
and Plautus from the dignity of fenators. Upon this, Nero, 
finding that even his moil flagrant iniquities were called 

commendable 

* 
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commendable actions, divorced Oftavia, alledging that fhe 
V3S barren, and married Poppcea , who, to prevent his ever 
{, e ‘j ntr reconciled to his former wife, fuborned one of Odla- 
.-^’s’domeftics to accufe her of a criminal amour with a Have. Nero mar- 

A| _ 

i'ome of them, overcome by the exquifite pain of the torture, poea 
favoured the forgery, yet moft of them, with great firmnefs, 
vindicated the unfpotted chara&er of their lady, who was 
full removed from her palace, and then banilhed into Cam- Ofiavia. 
panic, where a guard of foldiers was placed over her. This banilhed 
treatment incenfed the populace to fuch a degree, that Nero and re- 
was foon forced to recall her. But Poppcea , refolved upon 
her ruin, determined to find out fome one who Ihould own 
himfelf guilty with her, and againft whom a plaufible charge 
of meditating a revolution in the ftate might alfo be feigned. 

Jnkctus , who had murdered Agrippina, was judged a proper 
man for this purpofe. To him therefore Nero and fhe ad- 
dreffed themfelves, and, partly by promifes, partly by me¬ 
naces, induced him to acknowledge, that he had carried on 
a criminal correfpondence with Odtavia: which he had no 
fooner done, than the unfortunate princefs was banilhed to but ba¬ 
the ill and of Pandataria , and there put to death. Her head niftied 


called, 


was cutoff and carried to Rome , that Poppcea might fee it and again and 
enjoy her triumph ; and the fenate, a fet of wretches entirely murdered, 
devoted to corruption and fervitude, infamoufiy decreed ob¬ 
lations to the gods for this inhuman maffacre. Anicetus , as 
one convirfted by his own confeflion, was banilhed to Sardi¬ 
nia, where he ended his days in great plenty. This year 
died Doryphorus, Pallas , and Romanics , all three imperial, 
freedmen of great note, and believed to have been poifoned 
by Nero’s orders: Dorypborus , for having endeavoured to 
thwart the marriageof Poppcea ; Pallas , becaufe he lived too 
long, and prevented the priqce from enjoying his immenfe 
wealth ; and Romanies , by having a charge of treafon which 
he had brought againft Seneca retorted upon himfelf. 

The next year Poppcea was delivered of a daughter, to Poppcea 
whom and her mother the tide of Augufta was given. The delivered 
fenate had before made public vows for her happy delivery, of a 


daughter, 
who dies 


and now many more were added ; days for folemn proceffions 
were appointed, and a temple was decreed to Fecundity. But 
thefe joys were Ihort lived, the infant dying within four foon after, 
months. This again gave occafion to new flatteries ; for Ihe 
was placed among the gods, and divine worlhip, a prieft, al¬ 
tars, and facrifices, were appointed her. As Nero had be¬ 
fore rejoiced, fo now he grieved, beyond all meafure. To 
allay his grief, he exhibited various Ihews ; among the reft, 
a combat of gladiators, in which four hundred fenators, fix 
hundred knights, and, which was quite new, many ladies 
of great diftimftion, entered the lifts, and, to ufe Tacitus’s 
cxpreflion, infamoujly contaminated themfelves and their families , 


b appearing among the common gladiators , 


In 
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In the eleventh year of Nero's reign, al m oft the who 


le 



of Rome was deftroyed by fire ; but whether it was owin'* tc 
accident, or to the contrivance of the prince, is nor q„; t( 
Year of determined. Suetonius and Dion Cajjjus are pofitive that thi< 
7tome%iZ. Iail was the cafe. The former of thefc authors tell m 

that homebody, in difeourfe with the emperor, haonerino 

^ y — TJ r T 7 7 . # f • . * i * - ti 

one 


ci CbrijQ 

•/ 




ite numbers 

;iy alter it Drone out aguin with 
frefh fury in leveral places at the fame time, and raged for 
three days more. Of the fourteen quarters into whh.ii Row 
v/as divided, only four remained intire j three were laid in 
allies, and, in the Even others, there remained only here and 
there a. few hotifes, rnifcrably fhattered, and half confumed. 
All the Irately monuments of antiquity, the trophies of 
many victories, the fineft works of the be ft painters and 
feuipters of Greece ; and, what is frill more to be lamented, 
the writings of many celebrated ancient writers, till then 
preferved perfedlly intire, perifhed in this dreadful confla¬ 
gration ; which Nero was fo far from being concerned for, 
that he beheld it the whole time from the tower of Maecenas 



fcion, which he was univerfally believed to have been theau- 
Kero lays thor of, he laid it to the Ch'ijlians , who were already 
the blame very numerous in Rome ; and, under that pretence, railed 
of iron the the firft general perfecution. The cruelties he ex ere; fed upon 
Cbrijlians them exceed all defeription. Their death and tortures were 
and rakes made a fport by the inhuman monfter ; fome of them being 
the firft covered with fkins of wild beafts, and torn in pieces by dogs; 
general 

per fee U- 
lion. 


others crucified ; and others wrapped up in combufliblc gar¬ 
ments, and burnt by way of torches. He fet apart his own 
garden for this fccnc of horror; to which lie added the pub¬ 
lic diversions of the circus ; fometimes driving a chariot in 
perfon, and fometimes Handing as a fpedhitor among the pov 
puta.ee in the habit of a charioteer. 

Upon the ruins of the demolifhedfcity, Nero founded apa- 
0 lace, which he called his golden houfe , of fuch vaft extent, 

palace. that it reached from Mount Palatine to Mount Efquihne , anu 

contained large lakes, fields, wilderneiTes, gardens, orchard?, 

hills, graves, and woods flocked with all manner of wmt 


Kero 's 
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Iden 
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The entrance of this immenfe building was fpacious enough 
to receive a coloftal ftatue of the emperor an_ hundred and 
twenty feet high. The galleries were a full mile in length, 
„i' 1( l coniifted of three rows of ftately pillars. The whole 
building was covered with gold, enriched with all forts of 
precious ftones, .and mother of pearl, which in thofe days 
was valued above gold. The roof of one of the banqueting- 
roonis refembled the firmament, both in figure and motion, 
turning inceffantly about night and day, and fhowering down 
all ferts of fvveet waters. When this magnificent ftrudlure 




Nero. 



finifhed, N 


to fay, That, 
•round which 


was not taken up by this palace, was aligned for houfes, and 
the ftrects were laid out regularly, wide and ftiait; fo that in Rome. vc« 
afhort time a new city rote up, more beautiful than ever. 

Nero’s imnienfe expence in building his palace, embellifh- 
ino-the city, and madly undertaking at the fame time to cut 

" * •*! J - * - • « « • m 

the 


built, 


a canal, through hard rocks and high mountains, from t 
Jake Avcnins to the mouth of the Tiber , an enterprize whi 


Nero be- 


f 


hich 

he was at la ft obliged to drop; having quite ex hanfted his ex¬ 
chequer; he betook himfdf to all manner of rapine and 
extortion to fupply his prodigality. Not only Italy , but the takes’him- 

felf to all 
manner of 

Greece and fijia were rapine and 
for nothing now extortion 
iits affures us. That 

1 J • 

from this time forward he never raifed any man to an office, 
without telling him. You know what I want: let us manage fo 
that no man may have any thing which he can call bis even. Seneca , 

/earing left thefe iniquities might be imputed to him, again 
beg^cu leave to retire, but was again refuted. 

1 owards the end of this year, the people talked much of 
prodigies, which were faid to have been feen, and were al¬ 
ways looked upon as the fore-runners of fome dreadful ca- 
la; 


pi evinces too, were pillaged and laid wafte ; and the temples 
of the gods were ftript of all their riches, and their ftatues 
carried to Rome, and melted down, 
plundered as much as any ether places, 
clcapcd his rapacioufnefs: and Suetcnim 


nnty 


A comet too appeared ; an omen ever fuppofed to 
portend misfortunes to fome fovereign power. Nero was and re- 
greatly alarmed at it: but one Bahilus , an aftrologer, having folves to 

\ it i • « n i r* J f* 7 r . ♦ 

extermi¬ 
nate the 
whole fe- 

comrnit the government of the provinces, and the command natorial 




year af- 


order. 


horrid defign Pifo’s con 


m execution. 


plauiiDie pi 

Aim oft all the nobility of Rome, and great 
numbers of fenators, knights, foidiers, and even women, 
were concerned in this con (piracy, partly from their detefta- 

. ’ • ---• ----- "*■' who 


fpiracy 


Nero, and partly frGm their zeal for Cains Pij 


was at the head of 

empire. He was 


’ it, and whom they defigned to raile 

allied to inoft pf the great families in 


to the 
in Rome, 

and. 
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nnd for his virtues, or qualities (as Tacitus oblerves) referv 
blingvirtues, highly favoured by the people: for, befnJcsiii 
being a great orator, and employing his eloquence in detWi 

_r u:.. r..u .. *.*_ 1__ .ff .u. . . 


, - had ih 

diflike to, he was luxurious and debauched. Amongthefirf, 

who entered into this confpiracy, were, Plautius Later me. 
con fid eleef, (from whom the famous Bafilic, now called thi 
palace of Later an, took its name); Fenhts Rufus , captain oj 
the guards, Subriu. Flavius , and Sulpicius Ajpcr, together witf 
feveral other tribunes and centurions, a great many fenators 
Roman knights, and the celebrated poet Lucan. What pro¬ 
voked this Taft was, Nero's having forbid the publication ot 
his poems, from a ridiculous ddire of excelling every out 
in that art. Thefe foon drew into the combination num¬ 
bers of others of all ranks : but how one Epicharis , a freed. 
Epicharis , woman, became acquainted with the plot, was never known, 
a fried- The confpirators putting off the execution of their deliga 
woman, from day to day, {he, who had never before {hewn the k4 
deeply regard to honour, virtue, or honefty, impatient of theirde- 
engaged lavs, went to Mifemm, and there tampered with the chief 
211 it. officers of the fleet, who, if brought into the plot, might 

eaiilv find means to kill the emperor, as he frequently di¬ 
verted himfelf with failing along the coafls of Mfcn.m and 
Putecli. Among thefe officers was one Polujius Proculus , who 
had been employed by N*ro to murder his mother, arid had 
now the command-of a thoufand marines; hut, not thinking 
himfelf fufficiently rewarded, complained bitterly of the em¬ 
peror’s neglect of him. Epicharis laying hold of this, ac¬ 
quainted him with the confpiracy, but prudently concealed 
the names of the confpirators. 

She is ac- Proculus was no fooner let into the fccret, than he flew to 
cufed to Rome, and betrayed it to Nero. But his difcovery availed no- 


Eero, but 


baffles her 


thing; 


Ep 


tneltes 


accufer. denied it, pretending to be greatly aftonilhed at the impu¬ 
dence of the acculer. However, ffie was ordered back to 
prifon. The confpirators, apprehenfive of a difcovery, tho’ 
Epicharis had not confefied any thing, came to a relolution 
to haften the execution of their defign; but could not lix 
upon a place for it. Some propofed a country-houfe of 
pi jo' S, to which Nero ufed frequently to go to bathe and ban- 

with few attendants. To this Pilh ohie&ed. FhaU 





the ruins of the unhappy city , or in the face of the public, ft 
whofe fake the deed was undertaken . This was what he faith 
but, in reality, what made him hefitate, was a fecret jea- 

Icufy of Lucius Silanus , a mail of extraordinary accomplilfl* 
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jjicr.ts, who, he feared, might feize the empire for nimfelf; Nero. 
,11(1 of the conful Vejlinus , whofe known chara£ter made him u—y— 
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I his own. At length, the confpirators unanimoufly agreed to 
execute their defign at Rome , on the anniverfary of the feftival 
0 f Ceres, when there were always games at which Nero never 
failed to affift. Latcramis was to fall at the prince’s feet, un- 
jer pretence of craving fonie favour, and to pull him down, 
and keep him to the ground, while the other confpirators 
were to rufh in and difpatch him. 

The day before that which was appointed for the execu- The plot 

tion of the defign, Scevinus , one of the principal confpira- difeovered 
tors, made his will, and unfheathing a dagger, which he had 
formerly taken out of a temple, and always carried about 
him, as confecrated to fome great deed, he complained that 
it was blunt and rufty, and ordered Milichus, one of his freed- 
men, to have it ground and fharpened ; after which, he or¬ 
dered a more fumptuous repaft than ufual, and gave all his 
favourite flaves their liberty, and to others money; and laftly, 

he directed Milichus to prepare feveral bandages for wounds, 
t Though he affected chearfulnefs all the time he was at table, 
a more than common thoughtfulnefs, intermixed with great 
anxiety, was often vifible. Milichus obferving this, and re— 

Hefting on the orders he had received, concluded that a con- 
fpiracy was certainly carrying on, in which his matter was 
concerned, and, early the next morning, went to Nero , told 
him what had pa/Ted, fhewed him the dagger, and defired the 
criminal might be immediately fent for. Scevinus was accord¬ 
ingly dragged before the emperor, and defended himfelf with 
fuch intrepidity, that the informer had been baffled, had not 
his wife reminded him of Scevinus' s having had the day be¬ 
fore a long conference with Antonins Natalis , and that both 
of them lived in clofe confidence with Pifo. Natalis was im¬ 
mediately fent for, and both he and Scevinus being examined 
feparately concerning that conference, and their anfwers not 
agreeing, they were threatened with the rack, and thereupon 
difeovered the whole of the confpiracy. Natalis , in the 
courfe of his confeflion, named Seneca ; but whether he had 
really any concern in the plot, or whether Natalis named him 

_I - 1 \ r i i •! /• i • 


only to pleafe Nero , who was daily feeking fome fpecious 
pretence to deflroy him, is uncertain. Lucan , §>uin£lianus, 
and Senecio, perfifted long in denying the charge againft them, 
but at length were decoyed by a promife of impunity ; and 
then, to atone for their backwardnefs, they informed againft 
their deareft friends ; Lucan , againft Attilia, his own mother; 
Qtinftianv.S) againft Glicius Gallus ; and Senecio againft Annius 
Potto, and fuch numbers of other accomplices, that Nero 
was fo terrified, that he not only doubled his guards, but 
pofted bands of foldiers upon the wails, and all round the 

city, 


« 
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city, and lined the fca-coafts, and the banks of the Tiber 
with numerous detachments of horfe and foot. 1 

Ebicharls was now put to the rack; but all the tortures the 


The for- executioner could invent, did not extort the leaft confeffioa 

next day, as they were carrying her in a 

M punans 


titud 


of 


from her; and 


Lll^ 


chair to fufter the lame torments again (for all her limbs were 
fo mangled and disjointed that ihe could not fupport herfe!f) 
Hie found means to fa;ni a noefe round her neck, with the 
girdle that bound her breafts, and fattening it to the top of 
the chair, put an end to her poor remains of life. And now 



JiuU ever uccii iv.cn wiui any luu «ilujs 5 iiaa 

ever lpoken with them, met them, though but by chance, 
accidentally dined with them at the fame table, or fat by 
them at any public fftew, it was fufticient to condemn them. 
Tigclimus , who had net yet been detected, was the fevered 
judge of the three; and, had it not been for him, Nat 
would have been killed during the examination of the pri- 
foners; for the brave tribune, Subrius Flavius , who at¬ 
tended, and was not yet impeached or fufpected, having de¬ 
manded, by figns, Whether he (hould draw his fword ami 
difpatch the tyrant, was, by contrary ligns, forbid, after her 


had already grafped the hilt. 


red 


Fife 


o 

u 


friends advifed him to proceed directly to the camp, or mount 
the roftrum, and try the affections of the foldiery and peo¬ 
ple ; but inftead of that, he retired to his own houfc, where, 
Pifo kills upon the arrival of a band of foldiers to feize him, he opened 
himfelf. the veins of both his arms, and bled to death ; leaving, out 

of tendernefs to his wife, a will full of fulfome flattery to- 
Platius wards Nero. Plaudits Latcranus , conful elcdb, was next put 
Laterauus to death, without being allowed even to embrace his chil¬ 


lies moll dren. When the emperor’s freedman and 


Ep , 


bravely, pbroditus , alked him fome queflions concering the conlpiracy, 

' c bravely anfwered, That if be were mean enough to make any 
fcoveries , it would be to his majler , not to him. 

Nero had too long deflred the death of Seneca , to ncgleiTt it 
)w. Natalis’$ having named him, was fufficient for the ty- 


now 

Death of rant to command him to die. 


When the fatal orders arrived, 
Seneca. Seneca was at table with his wife Paulina , and two friends. 

Kc heard the fen fence without teeming in the leaft concerned, 
and calmly called for his will: but that being denied him, 


if, 



r 


t fully 


acknowledging their favours, he bequeathed then 
was now left him , the pattern of his life. He then embraced his 
wife, and befeught her to moderate her forrow, by the con¬ 
templation of his life, fpent in a fteady courfe of virtue : but 
fhe refolutcly declared. That /he was determined to die with him: 

and accordingly both oi them had the veins of their arms 

opened 



onen 
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ed at the fame time. As Seneca was aged, and his nod, 
-^e extenuated by his abftenious way of living, his blood. 
iiTued but flowly; whereupon hecaufed the veins of his legs, 

and thole about the joints of his knees, to be iikewife cut; 
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Nero. 



to r.no 


fhould 



death ; to haften which, he now look a dofe of poifon, but 
jn vain, his juices being quite ftagnated : he then had re- 
courfe to a hot-bath, to haften by that means the operation 
of the poifon, or make his blood flow mere freely : but that 
too not having the defired effect, and the foldiers growino- 
impatient,. he was at lah carried into a Rove, and there fuf- 
focated with the fleam. His body was burnt without any 
funeral folemnity, purfuant to a will v/hich he had made 
even while he was in high favour with his prince. Tacitus 
gives him a far better character than Dion Caffius ; and, in¬ 
deed, we cannot help faying, that his actions feem to have 
been quite inconfiftent with his precepts. As to Paulina , 

Nero, fenfible that her death would only render him flill more 
odious, lent immediate ciders to bind up her arms, and flop 
the blood : by which means fhe outlived her hufband a few 
years, but was ever after pale and languifhing. 

The brave tribune Subrius Flavius met death with fuch Noble be- 
courage as proved to Nero the moil: galling circumftanoe in haviourof 
the whole of this confpiracy. His defence was very fhort; Subri 
and upon the tyrant's a firing him, 

7.7 /•_ _ *0 \ _1 1 T1 


What 



l abhorred 
tnore zca- 


Fla-viuft 


hit I began to hatt 
ther , thy brother , , 

incendiary. Sul] 


, fo lorn as thou clid/i merit affeEl 
n thou became/} the murderer of thy 
ife ; a charioteer , a comedian , an 


Ruf 


•ijpired again]} 
ef again/} thy t 


hy mo¬ 
ld an and of 


anfwered. 


'if* 


Sul pic: us 



preffing the lenator Scevinus , with many menaces, to make 
a full confeffion, Scevinus , with a finile, told him, That na 
man was better acquainted tv lib the particulars of the plot than 
himfelf Fenius attempted to reply, but gave fuch man if eft 
tokens of his guilt, that Nero ordered him to be feized; and 
when he was put to death he behaved with the meaneft 
cowardice, even filling his laft will with unmanly lamenta¬ 


tions. 


Veflinus , whom he feared and Brave 


hated, concerned in the confpiracy.: but no one accufing death of 
him, tj^e tyrant difpatched a tribune, at the head of five the confut 
hundred men, to prevent his flirting. He was juft returned VeJUnus t 
from difeharging the functions of conful and was entertaining 

i himfeif 
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ISTO 





Nero . himfelf at home with a few friends, when the foldiers cmp 


ing, told him, That the. tribune waited for him . Vejtinm in) . 
mediately rofe from table, ftept into his chamber, had his 
veins cut, and, without uttering a fyllable that argued either 
grief or companion for himfelf, was carried into a hot-bath 
and fuffocated by the ftcam. 


Of the po- 


The poet Lucan , who was fentenced next, had his veins 
ct Lucan , opened, and died rehearfing fome lines of his own, in which 

he had deferibed a wounded foldicr dying in the fame man¬ 
ner'*. The death of C. Petronius , the moil polite, though 
and of C. not the chafteft writer of thofe times, and once a great ta- 
Petronius . vorite with Nero , for his exquifite art of refining voluptuoui- 

ltefs, was, like the whole of his life, void of the leaft per¬ 
plexing thought : for, after his veins were opened, fome- 
times clofing them, and fometimes letting the blood run, he 
entertained his friends to the laft moment, with foft verfes, 
delicate love-fongs, and other fuch like fubjects; fo that it 
might juftly enough be faid, that with him dying was ceafuw 
7 ive. Few of the other confpirators either faid or did any¬ 
thin v worth notice. But Suetonius tells us 


to 


that Nero, not 

fatisfied with the punifhment of the confpirators themfelves, 
drove their innocent children out of Rome , and caufed them, 
together with their tutors, governors, and domeftics, to be 
either poifoned or ftarved to death. Whole families were 
cutoff at one ftroke ; and, during this dreadful carnage, not 
one durft fhew the leaft fymptom of forrow for their mur¬ 
dered friends or relations. Natalis and Procidns were par¬ 
doned, in confideration of their early confeflion ; and the 
profecution againft Lucan s mother was dropt. Milichus , 
the freedman, was amply rewarded, and honoured with a 
Greek name, fignifying protettor. All the friends of Seneca 
were banifhed. 

Death of Shortly after this confpiracy was over, Nero*s wife Popptsa, 


Popp o'a 


whofe lewdnefs and cruelty made her be as much detefted 
as her hufband, died of a kick on the belly, which fhc re¬ 
ceived from him while flic was big with child, for finding 
fault with his coming home late from one of his chariot- 
races. The emperor himfelf pronounced her panegyric; 
and Pliny aflures us, that more perfumes were burnt at her 
funeral than Arabia Felix produced in a year. Dion Cajftui 
tells us, that five hundred affes were always carried about 


decreed her. 


fere mar- with her, and that fhe bathed every day in their milk, to 
ries Stati- preferve her beauty. Divine honours were 
Ha Mejfa - Soon after, Nero married Statilia Meffalina , widow of the 

late conful Vejlinus j and fhe too was honoured with the 


Una. 


CaJJius 

Longinus 


titte of Augufta . 

Not long after the death of Poppasa, Nero doomed to de- 
ftruction two of the greateft men in Rome, C. Cajfnis Long'i- 



* Phaial. I. iii, c. 36. v. 639-642. 
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M-, a learned civilian, and L. Junius Silanus Torquatus ; the Nero. 
former for his great wealth, and the exemplary gravity of 
his manners ; the latter, becaufe he was related to the Ca- 
jars, and judged worthy of the empire, by the Roman peepie, andy^ 
on account of his modefty and eminent qualities. The crime S'itanus 


401 


laid to th 


Cah 


very retired life, was, his keeping among the images of his ed. 
anceftors that of Cains CaJJius , one of the confpirators againft 
'julius Cafar ; and that of which Silatius was accufed, was, 
an imputation, forged by Nero's order, of inceft with his 
aunt Lcpida, the wife of Coffins , and, of their having prafti-^ 
fed together magical rites of a mifehievous tendency. Cajfius 
was banifhed to Sardinia , and his life fpared, on account of 
his great age : but Silanus , under colour of carrying him to 
the ifland of Naxos , was murdered by the way. Oflorins, 

Antrim, Mella, Anicius, and feveral others, to avoid the 
cruelty.of the tyrant, killed thcmfelves: as did alfo Lucius 
Vdus, his mother-in-law Sextia, and his daughter Pollution 
all three of them opening their veins in the lame cham¬ 
ber, with the fame inftrument, and dying at the fame 
time. 

Nero, not fatisfied with the Daughter of fo many llluftrious fj.r 
men, at length attempted, fays Tacitus, to extirpate virtue and 5 * 
itfelf, in the perfons of Bareas or anus and Thrafea Pcetus ,• ° T 
who had long been the objects of his hatred. Thrafea, as Tl aCCU " 
v/c obferved before, had left the fenate when that fervile af- * 

A It « « « < m ^ a 


ippina 


S iing to decree thankfgivings for the 
e had alfo onnofed the condemns 


Anti ft 


had 


1 


Nero 


difpleafure by 


writing a fatyr againft him ; had abfented himfelf when di¬ 
vine honours were decreed to Poppcea j and, though inverted 
with the priefthood, had not only never made oblations for 
the fafety of the prince, and the prefervation of his heaven¬ 
ly voice, but had even difapproved of the emperor’s finging 
am! acting upon the ftage. Thele were the crimes laid to 
his charge by Capito Coffutianus , and Eprius Marcellus, two 
moll infamous informers. Thofe of which Sor anus was ac- 

wins Sabinus , a Roman knight, were, his attach- 
tus, murdered by Nero's order in Af.a; and pre¬ 
tended intrigues with the AJiatics, to induce them to revolt. 
But his real crimes were, his having hindered one of Nero’s 
freedmen from plundering the city of Pergamus. Both 


f 

lax 


chuic their o\vn death. The 


ordered 


both his arms to be cut. As the blood flowed, he ordered 
the qureftor who had brought the order to approach, and 
T inkling the floor with it. Let us, laid he to him, make this 


libation to J 


Behold , young man : may the 

} * V ; 0 * y 


Juch 


to fortify your mind •with examples of corf 


ine writings 

Vol. IV. 


D 
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lars of t ’\■?, death of tins great man, 



jinslates 

crowned 

kin--' of 

o 

Armenia. 


^ _ . and of that of Straws t 

1 hrajea s wife Anna was very carneft to follow the exanrT 

of her mother, who bore the fame name, and was wife*to 
Cm era a Pains? with whom flic died ; but ' Thrafca would not 
let her. 


y which Nero endeavoured to divert 

\ r . i • . i * # 


Th 




•fh 


-4.4^ #V O li 


n 



j.'irmer.la? we Ihnil not repeat that detail here ; but only add, 
that Rhi dates was loaded with imnienfe prefents, for havin'* 
flattered the vain emperor, and pretended to be ravilhed 
with his harmonious voice, and fklli in chariot-driving; and 

7 'Tjv.o f-’nr-n {hut up the temple of Janus , which had been 


that Nero then 
open about 64 years 


iiC 


iWspnfos Shortly after the departure of Tindates? Nero palTed over 
5 nro 6 Vff:<? into Greece , on purpofe to exert his fkili at the Olympic 


and :jp- 


games, where, to the eternal ignominy of the Roman name, 
pears on he was not afliamed to appear as a competitor among the 

harpers, players, and charioteers. He won the 
prize of mu lie, by corrupting, as was commonly believed, 
with large prefents, either the judges, or his competitors, or 
both. The prize of chariot-driving he evidently forfeited, 


the public common 


ft a i 


g e 


being thrown oil’, and in hurt, that he was not able to fniih 
his career : but as he infilled with the judges, that all cafuul 
events and misfortunes were to be excepted, the prize was 
decreed him, to his incxpreffible fatisfailion : and he, in re- 


Cl 


11 forts of taxes. 


Under- 

A 

takes to 
Cut thro’ 


turn, not only rewarded the judges with the rights of Ro¬ 
man citizens, an-cl rich prefents, but reilored the whole pro¬ 
vince of Achilla to its ancient liberty, and exempted it from 

Vtfpafian revoked this aft; and Gaik 
made the judges refund the money they had received. Af¬ 
ter this, Nero travelled all over Greece , challenging every 
where the bell harpers, and, as wc may imagine, being al¬ 
ways victor j of which he never failed to fend a particular 
account to the ferrate, injoining them to acknowledge 
the favours of Are gods towards mm, with victims, oblati¬ 
ons, and public prccefHons, and 4 o take care, that the fame 
devotions were praclifed throughout the whole empire. He 
is fa id to have gained above eighteen hundred prizes in this 
expedition. 

As Nero was always ready to attempt what was generally 


deemed impoliible, before h 


cut through 

o 


the illh: 


left Greece , he undertook to 
anus of Corinth , in order to join the 


the Vilh- f° n ' ian an ^ N'.acun feus. But after a great deal of parade, 
o j- breaking the frrfl ground himfelf with a golden pick-ax, and 
AT , carrying away a handful of the earth to Corinth? with as 

U<7 :Utb % i *1 • r* i 1 * »• ] ? 11 C TT , 

much pnne as ir he nna atchievcd the labours or rlcratln , 
and after fatting to work not only his praetorian guards, Mt 


ail the prisoners in the empire, whom he ordered to be trans¬ 
ported into Greece^ he dropped this entemrize, 

H;s 
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His finances being again exhaufted, 


he plundered the Nero. 


Creeks without mercy, putting to death fuch of them 



*e 


as 

He then ex- 


were thought rich, and feizing their eftates. 

; Hed his rapines to Italy and Rome, from whence he had He p!im- 
taken with him into Greece numbers of the rnoft wealthy and ders 
noble of the Remans, that he might have an opportunity of GreecezsA 

ling them at a diftance from Rome , with more fafety Italy, 



to himfelf, and lefs noifo j whilft the freed man ’ Hclius, 
whom lie had left governor of Rome , feized their eftates : 
for Nero had this year publi filed aji edift, whereby, contrary 
tothccuftom which had hitherto obtained, the eftates even 
of thole who anticipated their fcntcncc by a voluntary death, 
were declared confilcated to the emperor. The brave Cor- 
luh, equal, f;ys Radius, in courage, prudence, and experi¬ 
ence to the mofc renowned commanders of ancient Rome, 


<*1 


k!, at the fame time, a true pattern of the modefty, virtue, 
end integrity of the primitive Romans, was, for his virtue, 
of all ciimcs the greateft in Nero's eyes, doomed this year to 
die. The tyrant, under pretence of defiring to fee him, as 
one for whom he had the greateft' regard, having inticed him 

W 9 O ^ ^ W 

into Greece, commanded him to be killed as icon as lie arri¬ 
ve.!. This ol der was no fooner notified to Coriulo, than, Death of 
chawing his fword, lie plung e! it into his breaft, faying, Coriulo. 

ccount of 


He sue/! deferved to die ; meaning, no doubt, on accoun 
his credulity, and inviolable attachment to fo vile a nr 


on- 


llcr. For Corbido was fo unanimoufiy beloved, and had i'o 
great an army jn’t 1 rely at his devotion, that he 
tainly have made himfelf emperor, if he would. 


might car- 


nydrins. 


ano- 


The governor of Rome, Helens, 
thcr freed man, made no lefs havock of the nobiiity at Rome, Cruelties 
than his mafter did in GreeceNero having inveftedhim with cxercifed 
an abfolute power over all perlons, fenators_ not excented 

he was allowed to 

fo much as acquainting the emperor with 
crimes laid to their charge, or waiting for his confent. Few 


5 111 




Jv/.i 


V 




VKilOUt 


conciemn, banun, or execute, 

the 



condemned ; which alarmed the city to fuch a degree that a 
genera! infurre* 5 tion was apprehended. Hdius thereupon 
hnt mefienger after mefienger to the emperor, prefiing him 

and as Nero fent 


to return with 
him 


all 


no othe 



expedition : 

er aniv/cr, tnan, Thai if be truly loved him, he 


Kynld not envy him the glory be urns dully acquiring in G reece ; 


that he immediately left Greece, w 
of a year, and embarked for It ah. 

Ilmr, J # /* f* * 1 • 1 /I 


where he had ftaid upwards 


In his pafiage, his fleet Nero re- 


tvas difperfed by a violent ftorm, the fliips laden with the turns to 


health of Greece were caft away, and he himfelf in great danger Italy. 

D d 2 of 



A GENERAL HISTORY 


Nero, of being loft with them. Upon his landing, many of his 
L,i -v— > retinue were immediately put to death, for having impru¬ 
dently betrayed joy whilft he was in danger of perifhing. 

He entered Rome through a breach in the wall, according 
to the cuftom of the vi&ors in the Olympic yames, in the 
triumphal chariot of Augujlus , pompoufly attired, with an 
Olympic crown on his head, and a Pythic crown in his 
hand, and preceded by eighteen hundred perfons, each of 
whom carried a crown in his hand, with an infeription un¬ 
der it, ftgnifying where, from whom, and for what fong it 
had been won. In this manner, and followed by all the 
rabble of Rome , he proceeded to the temple of Apollo , where, 
after difplaying all his crowns, he ordered them to be car¬ 
ried to his golden houfe, and hung up round his bed, upon 
the many ftatues which he had eredted to himfelf, in the ha¬ 
bit and attire of an harper. 

The Jew's, grievoufly oppreflcd by their governors, efpe- 
cially Floras , had taken up arms, and lately defeated Cejiw 
Galius, governor of Syria , after having obliged him to raife 
the liege of 'Jerufalem : upon which, Nero , in the twelfth 
Vefpafian year of his reign, appointed Mucian governor of Syria , and 
fent a- named Vefpafian to the command of the troops in that pro- 
gainft the vince, though he had not long before forbad him his pre¬ 
jews. fence, and threatened him with deftruclion, for having nod¬ 

ded whilft he was performing on the ftage. 

Nero’s Nero , after his return from Greece , fpent the remainder of 

great care that year, which was the thirteenth of his reign, in playing 
of his on the harp. Tinging, and ailing upon the ftage ; no one of 
voice. the nobility daring, upon any pretence whatever, to be ab- 

fent from his theatrical performances, though they often 
lafted the whole night, as well as day. To preferve his 

voice, he ufed to lie conftantly on his back, with a thin 

plate of lead upon his ftomach, often took vomiting and 
purging potions, and abftained from all forts of fruit and 
meats thought prejudicial to his voice nay? at length, 
through fear of hurting it, he left oft making fpeech- 
es to the foldiery or fenate, and ftgnified his plcafure to 
them in writing, or by the mouth of fome other perfon. He 
would never fpeak now but in the prefence of his Pbonafcuii 
as he called him, an officer, whofe foie bufinefs was to take 
care of his voice, firft to admonilh him if he talked too loud, 
or ftrained his lungs ; and afterwards, if he did not heed 
that, to ftop his mouth with a napkin. Amidft all this 
ihameful trifling, he ftill purfued his a£Is of extravagance, 
cruelty, and blood, which nothing could equal but his infa¬ 
mous lewdnefs. 

His ex- In his journeys, which were very frequent, befidcs a 

ceffive numberlefs train of followers and attendants, he never had 

prodigali- lefs than a thoufand waggons for his wardrobe, drawn by 

t ', mules richly caparifoned, and fhod with fiivcr, and the dri- 

; ’ vers of them clad with cloth of gold or filver. Suetonius tells 

us, 
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us that he bellowed upon the funeral of his monkey, the 
whole eftate of a rich ufurer called Paneros. His donations 
to the people were ftill more extravagant : for inftead of the 
trifles which former emperors ufed to tofs out to them to 
lcramble for, Nero threw among them vaft quantities of rich 
apparel, gold, filver, and precious ftones ; and for things 
which could not be thrown in kind, he caufed tickets to be 
call among the people, on which was written what the perfons 
Ihould have into whole hands they fell, luch as corn, herds, 
flaves, fields, houfes, illands, and things of great value. The 
confcquence of thefe immenfe prodigalities was, his plun¬ 
dering the provinces to fuch a degree, as rendered them quite 
defolate, and reduced their wretched inhabitants to the utmoft 
mifery. At the fame time thefe profufe gifts preferved him 
the love of the populace of Rome. His banquets were ex- an ^ moi *“ 
penfive almoft beyond belief, and no lefs infamous for the d rous 
monllrous feenes of lewdnefs pradtiled at them ; for he was lewdnefs. 
generally attended at fuch entertainments, whether given by 
himfelf or his friends, by the moft debauched women of the 
whole city. We may judge of the reft, by one which Tigel- 
Itnus gave him a little before the burning of Rome. In the 


hike of Agnppnia 
banquet, and was towed 


fhip 


with 


rich ornaments of gold and ivory, which were rowed by 
profefied catamites, ranged according to their different age, 
and Ikill in their abominable profeftion. On the banks of 
the lake, on one fide, were brothels filled with ladies of 
great rank; and, on the other, common harlots, quite naked. 
When night came on, the neighbouring groves and houfes 
refounded with fongs and mafic, and were illuminated fo as 
to equal the light of day. A few days after this memorable 


banquet, Nero , who, as Tacitus 
palled all men in every kind of abomination, carried 
lewdnefs to fuch monftrous excefTes, as would feem 


fur- 
his 
altoge¬ 


ther incredible, were they not attefted hy hifforians who 
lived near thofe 


tinned. 


times, and whofc veracity cannot be quef- 
He dreffed himfelf in the habit of a woman, and, as 


fuch, was publicly married, with the ufual forms and folem- 
nity, to one of his contaminated ersw, named Pythagoras : 
and not fatisfied with this, he became the hufband of ano¬ 
ther, named Sporus, whom he married with the fame folem- 
nity, kept in his palace, and carried about with him all over 
Italy and Greece , in the fame litter, and in the attire of an 
emprefs: on which occalion it was faid. That it would 


ft 


happy ft 


'C 


Nero’s father had J 


1 - 


0 a 


The world had now groaned upwards of thirteen years I he firlt 
tinder the yoke of this abominable monfter, and the pati- revolution 
cnee of all mankind was quite worn out. Both Romans .and in thei?o- 
foreigners were equally difpofed to a general revolution, man em- 
and only wanted a proper perfon to head them. 1 he fir ft pire. 


3 


who 
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Nerm, who had courage enough openly to declare .himfelf was 

Uui 9Jndex 9 delcencftd trom the ancient kings of Aquitmn, aQi | 
at this time governor^ of Celtic Gaul. He was a true lever 

of his country, had given (evera! proofs of his ccurajc 4 fll j 
revolts in dull, md ardently wShed to trunfinit his name to poft;*rity U 

fome commendable a&ion. The firft perfon he uCcWca his 
defign to v/as Sergius governor of part of Spain , who 

neither countenanced nor uifeouraged it then : but upen 
Findafs informing him, fhordy after, that all the Gauls had 
znnmved of his undertaking that he was at the head of an 



ndred thoufand armed men, and could 
wanted, aim that he begged of him t 

mankind, and take the 
Eembled the Spaniards, an< 





them ; when they, interrupting 
de- nimeufiy fcluted him Emperor and Auguflus. He commend- 
cd their zeal, but declined tbefe titles ; declaring, that he 
devoted himfclf to the fervice of his country, only as lieute¬ 
nant to the fenate and people. Otbo, who ftill governed 
LstfOanuSy was the firft of all the governors of provinces who 
declared for him » at the fame time fending him all his gold 
and filver plate to turn into money ) and likewife his do- 

mcftics, who were more accuitomcd to a court, and knew 
better than Galba s how to ferve an emperor. 

«. • - Nero was at Espies when he received the firft news of J7«- 

dest s revolt, and was fo far from being affefleJ with it, that 
• . * he feetned rather to be plcafed, as it would give him a plsui- 
? fible pretence to plunder the wealthy provinces of Gaul : b 

ctf die re. ***** ^“tinued to fir.g, play, ana act upon the ftage, as 
wUtof ufual, for eight davs together, without ifiiung any orders for 
wmt 01 fapprdEng the rebellion, or even writing or Ipeafcirg to any 



celling 


about it; except c 

frdh 


acquainting 



w - 

harper\ 


ularly one, in which he was called an un~ 
Athcaclarbus in (lead of Kero y roofed him 
ippealing to every one about him, whether 


gooa player, he wrote 
ic fathers the revenein; 


mending to the fathers the revenging ©1 the injuries 
to him, and cxcufcd his abfence with the pretence of 
iLrutnaticn in his throat. But the sdarm inc/cafin 


an w- 
e. and 


court:, he 


irC:*ei^?r after rodtenger arriving v/i tr. r. 

at length left liable* in a great fright, and repaired to Reme. 
Uj^n his arrival there, ir.ftc.id oi aScmbling the fenate, or 
Pv.'.pL-, he only fummoned fome of the principal men to 
iui palace, and, after a fliort consultation, in which no rc- 

fclution was taken, he tpent the reft af the day In (hewing 
i*v:n rime new inftruments of roulic of his inventing, sna 

to Introduce tl-um, e’er long, upon the ft ^ 
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fixtix would give him leave. However, he wrote a fetter 
to the fcnatc, complaining of Vindex % fet a price upon Us 
head» recalled fome troops that were inarching towards 41- 

luma* and ordered back the legions then in Iltjricum. When 
{/index was told, that Nero had promifed ten millions of 
fefterccs to any one who lhould bring him his head ; he an- 

IVlyoever (hall bring Nero’s bead 


m 



Utne. 

Hi- 


JbaUy if he pleafes, have mine in exchange . 

herto Nero leenied not at ail alarmed : but when the Bat St 


j v ._ of Galled s revolt was brought him, juft as he was fit- greatly 
ting down to fupper, he was fo ft ruck with it, that he re- alarmed 
roamed a long time motionlcfs, without being able to utter at the it> 
a fingle word ; and when he came to himfelf, he overturned volt of 
the table in a violent rage, tore his garments, and daihed Galba. 
his head againft the wall, crying out, that He was undone ; 
that bis misfortunes wo e without example ; that Lis empire was 
liken from him while he was yet alive , and he was become the 
frey of an ufurper . Yet, even in the height of his conftema- 
tion/he could not refrain from his ufual debaucheries, nor 

from frequenting the theatre. In the mean time, the fenate* 

out of fear and flattery, declared Galba an enemy to the 

fete; whereupon Nero immediately feized his. eftate, and 

commanded it to be put up to au&ion ; which Galba was 

no looner Informed of, than he expofed to fale Nerds eftate 

in Sp<*in y and found a great number of perfons ready to pur- 

chafe it. This enraged Nero to fuch a degree, that, in the Hudefpe* 

firft tranfports of his fury, he refolvcd to mafiacre all the rate dc- 

rovemors of provinces and commanders of the armies, un- figas. 

der pretence of their being privy to the confpiracy; to order 

all the exiles to be killed, left they lhould join the revolters; 

to cut the throats of all the Gauls in Rome, as accomplices of 

their countrymen; to poifon the whole fenate at an enter-* 

tainraent} to fet fire to the city, and at the fame time, let 

loofc the wild beads kept for the public (hews, that the 

people might be prevented from extinguilhing the flames# 

But, dropping thefe thoughts, not out of remorfc, but dc- 
fpair of effecting them, he refolved to march in perfon 
2 gainft the rebels, and to that end ordered an immenfe num¬ 
ber of waggons to be got ready, for conveying with fafety, 
not engines of war, but his muficnl inftruments, decorations 
for the ftage, and his concubines, whom he armed with 
battle-axes and (hields, and appointed his body-guards. At 
the fame time he was mean enough to declare to tome of his Hh mean- 

intimates. That he did not intend to try his fortune with the re - 

vfent 

tears 

emends for his pafl conduct, by diverting them with plays and 
triumph f 

in the mean time, Galba 9 s party gathered new ftrcngtb, 
ail the governors of the provinces declaring for him, except 

D d 4 Clodms 
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Clodius Macer in Africa, and L. Rufus Virginias in Upper 
Germany, who had under his command Tome of the boil ie- 

1 the whole empire. This la# even marched Oi>uin{t 


Virginias 

defeats 


jrions i 
Vindex 

f Bcfan$on^ 


the* lofb 


or 


j s * / c.i ' 

T- ndex, upwards of twenty thouflmd of his men, laid violent hands 
who kills on himfelf. The victorious legions begged of Virginias to 
himfclf. accept the empire, and fainted him Cue far. Emperor, and 


Auguji 


M 


fr if th 


by the fenaie, to vjhom alone the difpojal of the empire beloi 
The death of Viudcx .. and this declaration of Vir 


s. 


airs. 


Bad fltua 

/ o -I 

tion of perplexed Galba exceedingly : befides which, it was report- 
G.ilba's ed, that Virginias 's troops, finding they could not perl'uadt 

their general to accept of the empire, threatened to return 
to Nero ; and as to Galba 's own troops, fome of them at¬ 
tempted to abandon him ; and certain Haves,.which one of 
Nero's freedmen had given him, formed a confpiracy n gain it 
his life, which he narrowly efcapcd. In this perplexity, 
Galba retired to a city in Spain, called Clunia, quite oil- 
hearted, and ready to put an end to his life. 

Nero's levies went on but flowly, or rather not at ail in 
Rome, and the people grew daily more and more exafpera- 
ted again# him. A famine which began to be felt in the 
city, heightened the fury of the populace exceedingly, by the 
arrival of a fhip from Egypt , at that time the granary of 
Rome, laden, not with corn, as was expected, hut with land 
for the gladiators and wrefHers. Upon this the people rofe, 
threw down the emperor’s ftatues, tore his images, plun¬ 
dered the houfes of his friends and favourites, and committed 
innumerable diforders. At the fame time, news arrived of 
the revolt of the legions in Germany, v/hich fo terrified Eero 
that, taking with him a dole of poifon, he went immedi- 

° 'r.y gardens, and from thence fent fome 


The Zo. 

leeri- 


5 


TACL11 


.7 i-iiu »- uivui^ 

oils revolt, ately into the l 


* • - 


of his freedn.*-?! :t ' to order his fleet to he got ready to 
carry him to Egypt, x.t other times, he refolved to fly to 


Partbiu, or cite to add. refs Galba as a fupplian 




M 


nd throw 


himfr ,r ^^ • 


As he was leaving the pa- 


cii mnrely upon m-mercy, 
rice, he a fried fome or the officers of his guards, whether 
they would accompany him in his flight? Moft of them 
eluded the nutrition, others poMivcly refufed, and one of 


V.'i-o i 




* m 

Nero remained in 



anundon- 
fi bv his 

m 

f<“ * 1 J 7 * 


-pi. 


en jaa a thing to die r 
irref'.lution till the next day, by 
om Dieted bv one whom he leaflet 


though of mean 


defeent, he had appointed college'; of Tigellinus in the com¬ 
mand of the praetorian guards, and who now entertained 
thoughts of feizing the fnvereignty for himlalf. However, 
he did nor yet declare hi.s ambitious views ; but pretending 

to c.pouie die caufe of GNLa, allured the guards that Errs 
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•i? fled, and promifed them, in Galba' s name, fuch fums as 
V 'ithcr he nor any other was able to give. This promile 
tecured the empire to Galba for the prelent, loft it him af- 
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tn-«nrds and, in the end, occaftoned the deftrudtion 

[Cl Will vi 7 I T r A T7* if 


of 


Even '1 igeWnuSy 
im now. In this 


XpiNwliuh ail d of the guards themfelves. . 
the chief author of Nero 's crimes, forfook hi 
jituation, waking in the night, and finding that all his guards 
Averegone, he leaped out of his bed, fent for his friends, 
,1 .in their not coming, went in perfon to their houfes. 

(UIU5 vii* it n * n 1 • 1 _ , 1 


fafed to anfvver him. 


fhu w 

He then h:\ftened back to his cham- 


her which he found rifled, even of the very bed-cloaths, 
and the gold box into which he had put the poifon. Upon 
this he fent for one Spieillus, a gladiator, to difpatch him ; 
but neither he nor any other being to be found, who would 

t 1_ a-L ^ V* n o/l 1 t~\ n f" 


neither friends nor enemies left 


He flies 


flew out of the room, with a defign to throw himfelf into 
the fiber ; but changing his mind, he flopped on a fudden, 
and begged to be conducted to fome private place, where he 

might recollect himfelf. 

'plum, one of his freedmen, offered him his country houfe, 
about four miles from the city, and he immediately fet out f rom 
for it, attended only by four perfons, of whom Sportts wai R ome , 
one, meatfly apparelled, and worfe mounted, and hiding his 
face with an handkerchief, for fear of being difeovered. At 
his lotting out, he was dreadfully terrified at fevcral flafhes 
of lightning, and as he palled by the camp of the praetorian, 
guards, he heard them curling him, and wilhing fuccefs to 
Galba. Some people whom he met on the road, feeing him 

* ^ • • • # ■ *1 /* 1 FI. 


Thefe p 



and he was known by a foldier, who faiuted him with the 
title of emperor ; which fo alarmed him and his attendants, 


that they quitted their horfes at the firfl turning, and beta¬ 
king theinlelvcs to a narrow path, crept through bufhes and 
briars to a wall which inclofed Phaon s grounds, who in- 
treated the emperor to hide himfelf in a land-pit, till he 
couiu convey him in with more fecrecy ; but Nero anfwered. 
That he would not be buried till he was dead j and lay concealed 
among the briars, while Phaon examined how he might reft 


agging 


Ilf 


among the briars, being preiied with thirft, he took up wa¬ 
tercut of a ditch with his hands, faying, fo this liquor is 
Nero reduced. In the houfe, he laid himfelf down on a pal- 





The ft- 

rate dc- 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

fear of being difeovered. His attendants prefling him ti 
jtreveat the dangers that threatened him, by a voluntary 
deadly he at lath ordered hismve to be dug, and wood uj 
Water to be provided for warning and burning his body. 
The day after he left Rome, the fen ate aflembled early \t 

proclaiming Gaiba emperor, and t* 
tiim, declared Nero an enemy to tfe 
him to be puntfiied more majgru^ 

ntcuci 



piii.iikmcntlaiplicd by the words more majorwn ; and king 
told, that he was to be flripped naked, his head to be fa}, 

t • i i • i n _i • % 





t come . He 
is attending 
w es firft: Lat 

of them {hewing the leaft inclination to oblige him To 
that, he endeavoured to animate himfelf, but to n» 

_; till hearing the noife of feme hoWemen fent by the 

fcnate to feck him, he let a dagger to hU throat« but hh 
heart failing him, be^ begged EpapbrcdUus, bis freed man and 

to lead bim bis airman ce, and by that mesm 
wounded bimfelf fo that be died ihortly after. Before he 
was ouitc dead, the officer fent by the fen ate entered the 
room, and pretending be was come to his relief, endeavoui. 
cd to flop the blood. Nero gave him no^ other anfaer, but. 

Late : Is this your fidelity cud eillegitnue? With tbefe 
His death words he expired, his eyes timing frightfully, and aim oft 

ibning out of his head. Such was the miferable end offt- 
r;, who by his unheard-of iniquities, well deferved all the 

misfortunes that befell him. He died in the tbirty-fecofll 

c u:~ 


Year of 
Roms%zi 

69. 



or his age, after having reigned thirteen 

eight months. 

Upon the firft rumour of his death, one of Ga 
r -- " to the place where his body lay, an* 4 h«i 


the li.'ck-f- carcafe extended on the ground, battened away 
?o Sp'fii? with the important tidings : and as loon as it was 
knevt n ar Rome* the joy of the people was fo great, that they 
ran i :q and down the ftreets with fuch caps on their heads 



>« s irat j-is* anu Knocking out cne orauis 01 an 111^ 
tent fei; In their bands. His attics were deoofited in the 


r • 

s+t;;r € 3 


family 


from Azzurfui only 011 the 


were cepomeu in u* 
He is called the Jaft of 
that family, 

ro and Cuw&us being de* 

u 
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SERFIUS SXJLPITtUS GALBA y who firft broke the Some ac* 

peal fucceffion of the empire, and who was the firft that rc- coant of 
>j. ;e d it from the hands of the foldicrs, with the approbation Gafts bo* 
the fenate, was feventy-two years old when he aieended the fore his 
[throne. His family was one of the richeft and moft iiluftri- elevation 
js in Rome. He was honoured with the prsetorfhip before to the cm* 
dit 2gc required by the laws, and on the expiration of that pure* 

Jce he was appointed governor of A quit at and about a 
[vtar after raifea to the confulflrip, Caligula gave him the 
Command of the legions in Germany , which truft he dif- 
ctarged with great reputation, reftoring the ancient difei- 
pline, which had been much neglected* Upon the death of 
Cclirda, he was ftrongly folicited by many perfons of great 
power to feize the empire for himielt: but ne, without Htten- 

|ing to their propolals, obliged his troops to take the ufual 
itiis to Claudiu'y who, for that fcrvice, always (hewed him 
[the higheft efteem. Some time after, Africa being harrafied 
itK inteftine broils and foreign invafions, he was fent into 
tht province in quality of proconful, and diftinguMhed him- 
fclf there, even above thofe who had gained the greateft re¬ 
gion in that government. Upon his return from thence, 
was honoured with the triumphal ornaments, and admit** 
ftd among the priefts of Auvuflus . From this time, to the 
puddle ol AWs reign, he led a retired life, for fearofgiv* 

$ umbrage to that tyrant, who, of his own accord, ap¬ 
pointed him governor of that part of Spain called Hifpawa 
lurrmneitfis^ which he had held eight years ruling it, at 
firft, with extreme rigour, but afterwards abating by degrees • 
of that feverity, through fear of giving umbrage to the em¬ 
peror} and at laft, for the fame defign, abandoning himfelf, 
contrary to his inclinations, to floth and idlenefs} faying, 

\Tlot no man could be called to an account for doing nothing. He 
could not, however, help (hewing a great concern tor the 
(lifelines of the people, who were cruelly oppreifed by the 
imperial tax-gatherers; which provoked tnele laft to fuch a. 
degree, that they prevailed cn Nero to order him to be pri¬ 
vately difpatched. But he had already revolted, before theft* 
urders could be put in execution; and, as we obferved be- 
fe, retired to Clunla , in the utmoft confternation, upon the 
news of the death of Vhulex^ and the declaration of Virginias , 

** to fuffer any one to feize the etn+lre 9 who was net tloofen by thi 
| ftr.'ttf. 

While he was deliberating with his friends what meafures Reccirw 
to take, and in fuch defpair as to be almoft ready to kill him- the newt 
Hf, his freedman Viccllv.r. arrived from Kontg with the news of hupro¬ 
of 
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of A fere'a death, and of his being declared emperor by 
army, fenate, and people. This was confirmed a few day 
after by Titus Vinius , tribune of the only legion then in th( 
province, who had received the fame account from his friend: 
in Rome ; and by mdfengers from the fenate, who hrongh 
Galba the decree by which he was vefted with the foverefgr 
power. 


iovereigr 


Sets out 
for Rome 


He threepon immediately fet out for Rome, attended by hi? 
Spanijh guard, his chief friends,. and Otho , governor of Lufi 
tan:a \ but advanced fiowly, being carried all the way in a 


litter, on account of his great age. 
feared was Virr ini us Rufus ; but th 


Fhe only perlbn he now 


I'y } a i i ; ****** w** \/UUt 

ot fidelity to him, in confequcncc of the refolutions of the 
fenate. Galba^ though he loved andefteemed him, and would 
have raifed him to the higheft offices in the ftate, hadhefol- 
lov/ed his own inclination, received him very coldly, being 
influenced by the perfuaflons of Titus Vinius, who had already 
gained a great afeendant over him, and was jealous of Vir?i- 
7 nus. At Narbonne he was met by a deputation from the 


fenate. 


Kvruti'A- In the mean time, Kympbidius Sabinus, having gained the 
Hi us Sabi- affections of the prretorian guards by his immenie hrgcffcs, 
nus afpires and imagining that Galba , by reafon of his years and infir- 
to the an- mi ties, v/ould never be able to reach the capital, ufurped all 
pire. the authority there, obliging Tigellinus , his collegue in the 

command of the praetorians, to lay down his commilTion, 
treating all the great men of Rome with fumptuous entertain- 
ncnts,°and courting the favour of rhe people with fhews and 
di'vributions of money. By this means he gained fo great 
an into reft with all ranks, that he already looked upon him- 


pire 


feif as fovereign. The fenate meanly Hi led him their pro¬ 
jector, attended him whenever he appeared in public, and 
had recourle to him for the confirmation of their decrees. 


i bis puffed him up iu wea u^n-v., .......~ 

once an abfolute authority, even threatening to tlepcfe the 
< onfuls for lcalimr the difpatches to the emperor with their 


fuch a degree, that he ufurped at 


Attempts 

to make 


V*. AW » — * ^ -- - A t 

near the borders of Italy , and that Cornelius Lao was appointee 
commander of the praetorian guards, with Titus Vaults, he 
exhorted the office m under his command to fend a deputation 
to the emperor, to beg of him, in the name of the whole 

• • ^ i i- ° 7 • r • r 1 1 nil? 


the pire- army, to d I (charge from his for vice Laeo and / ini us. I' 11 - 
tcriansre- they thought ur.rcafonablc, and therefore refufed it: where- 

1* J "XT ° 7‘ ?• 1_!_ 1 .. T . _ _ Vilv* ttMl 


volt. 


can 


ied that verv night into the camp, and there be proclaimed 

J - emperor. 


I 
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. incror. But one of the tribunes, touched with remorfc, 
nfernbled his men in the evening, fignified to them his re¬ 
pentance, and defired them to continue faithful to Galba . 

Jj'he difcourfe of the tribune brought over all who heard 
him, and moft of the other cohorts joining them, Galba was 
in proclaimed emperor with loud acclamations. Nytnphidius 
hearing the noife, and either imagining they proclaimed him, 

'fearing an infurre&ion, haftened to the camp, but found Goes to 
the gates {hut, and the foldiers under arms upon the ram- the camp, 
parts. Upon this, he called out to them to open the gates 
to their general. They obeyed ; but as he was entering the 
camp, he was faluted with a dart, which one who marched 
before him received upon his fhield. Alarmed at this, he 
betook himfelf to flight, but was purfued, overtaken, and andiskill- 


ldlled. 


punifhment 


ed. 


traitor, was fent at the fame time to Galba , who, upon re¬ 
ceiving it, direftly fent orders to the fenate to put all his His ac- 
accomplices to death without diftin&ion. This arbitrary complices 
proceeding, of condemning people, and efpecially people of put to 
fuch high rank as fome of thefe were, without hearing them, death, 
.rreatly alarmed the whole city, who expe&ed a quite differ¬ 
ent conduct from a man of Galba’ s years and experience. 

But what occafioned a far greater furprize, was his ordering 
Pitronius Turpilianus , who had been conful in Nero 1 s reign, 
to be put to death dire&ly ; for no other crime, but becaufe 
he had been faithful to that prince, and had commanded as 
general under him. Thefe hafty and illegal executions, to¬ 
gether with the excefiive feverity with which he treated fome 
of the chief cities of Spain and GW, that had been back¬ 
ward in acknowledging nim when he firft revolted from Nero* 
and a report of his being extremely covetous, made it be 
greatly feared, that the Romans would have caufe to repent 
their choice. 

At length, after a long and bloody march, Galba reached 


Milvian 


within twenty 


and was there met by a numerous body of marines, whom 
Nero had taken from the oar, and formed into a legion. 
They addrefTed the new emperor for a confirmation of their 
cflabliftinient; and, on his putting them off to another time, 
they grew mutinous, obftru£ted his paflage, and loudly in¬ 
filled on having an eagle and legionary enitgns. Galba there¬ 
upon ordered his horfe to ride in among them ; feven thou- 

multitude 


A great 
number 
ofmarine 


s 


the reft were decimated. He then difeharged the German madhered 


eftablifhed 


and the 
German 
cohort dif¬ 


fer a guard to their perfons, and had given manifeft teftimo- 
nies of their allegiance and fidelity to their prince : notwith- 
ftanding which, he fent them to their own country without charged,^ 
anv reward; pretending, that they were better affefted to by Galba'i 

Dnlahflla orders. 
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Dolabeila than himfelf, becaufe they had encamped near hk 
1 ^‘*0 



viA 


dens. 


On his firft taking upon him the government of the csnnire 
ter his arrival at Rome, he did for.-c n£ts worthy a 

1 • TT n i _ . • nr .. 


f< 

Hisachni- good prince. He reflored 


niftration Nero, to their country and 
good, till, and eftatc-s. He was ever feverc to all criminals; and b'-- 


red all perions unjuftly exiled bv 

d honours though not to their vx-iH 

r _ . . 


mg petitioned for a condemned knight, that he might not 

° db- 


fuifcr the death of common malefactors, he ordered th 
bet to be p 


of uiltinclion 
cording to 
the la 



the late tyrannical adniiniftration. Among thefe, Pdyclua 
Petinus, Patrol: us , Narc:flits, all Nero's freed men, and then! 

• r * -r 4W i i - t .1 t 


who had been 
would fuffer th 


nious poifoner Locujia, were publicly executed, to the great 
fat is fact ion of the people. No one doubted but Tigeilinn j, 

n the chief promoter of all Nero’s iniquities, 
he fame doom ; but the mighty protection of 
Vint us fereened him, under pretence that Tigellinus had {aval 
his daughter’s life. This fcandalous partiality exafperated 
the people, who complained loudly of it every time the em¬ 
peror went abroad, and demanded his execution even at the 
gates of the palace. This aft of juftice would have been 
both politic and proper; but Tigeiliras, by promifmg Finks 
an immenfe fum of money, in cafe he cfcapcd unpimifhed, 
made this laffi perfuadc Galba, who had an entire confidence 
in him, to check the people by an edict, wherein he re¬ 
proached them with cruelty, and begged they would not 
make his government appear tyrannical, nor infill on the ex¬ 


ecution of an unhappy man who was dying of a conlumptioti. 
Halotus , another of Nero’s miniflers, whole death was equally 
demanded by the people, was likewife protected by Vinius, 
from the fame motives. 


governed Ga/ba’s thus fullering h 
oy his fa¬ 


vournet.. 


he be¬ 
comes 

adious. 


imfclf to be governed by his favo¬ 
rites, the chief of whom were, Titus Vinius, Cornelias Lr.c j } 
and /viardanus Jcehis, rendered him both odious and contemp¬ 
tible. They were lodged in the palace, were continually 
about his perfen, and proftituted his character, by felling, to 
their own gain, offices, provinces, public revenues, juitice, 
and the lives of men both innocent and guilty. He was old; 
they were infatiable, and eager to make the mod of a ftioit 
reign to enrich themfclvcs : and he, by not retraining them, 
incurred the fame cenfere and blame as if he himfelf had 
done the evil. The public hatred which the numbeflcis ini- 

t upon him, was height- 
which was fucli, that 
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quities of his new miniileis brough 
ened by his ili-timed parfirnony. 



wmi common ascen 
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\s the public treafure had been quite 
'* n had diiiipated about feventy milli 
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exhaufted by dVrra, GW/w. 


ions in niofufe sifts 




died to an account, and ordered to refund nine tenths of Orders 

whatever they had received from him. Thefe refearches ex- 9 tenths 

Or At ro's 

t donations 



pnedfo many vexatious fairs, that, not only the city, 
the v,'hole empire, was in a ferment. 

The praetorian guards were kept quiet a-while hy 
hones of the vaft donative which had been promifed 


ere to be re 
oca it- itored. 



the 


them 
if the em- 


bv Kwpbhuus in G alba's name ; fupponng that if 1 
peror did not give them the whole of that fum, he would, 
it lead, give them as much as they had received from Nero. 


Bur when he o lie red them only a lrnall fum, lefs than they 
h;d ever been given before, and at the fame time added. That Difo- 


1 




taat they < 
invectives. 


ying, 


the 
praetorian. 


His exacting a ft ri <51 obfervance of military di- guards, 
feipline, a thing they had never been ufed to for many years, 
exafperated them ftill more. 

Clod ins Mater, governor of Africa, had taken up arms in Clcdim 
that country, again ft Nero, about the fame time that Vindex Macer. 


revolted in Gaul, and now refuted to acknowledge Galba, foi 
fear of being called to an account for his n urn fieri efs mur¬ 
ders and extortions. Inftigated by Galvla Cri/pinilla , who 
bad been the ch re< 5 trefs of Nero’s lufts, and had" palled over 
into Africa, he ftrove to keep pofTeflion of that province, and 
tofaniifli Ro?ac, by flopping the fhips which ufed to convey 
com from thence thither. For this he was killed, at the 
command of Galba, by Trcbonins Gante;anus, the imperial 
procurator in Africa. Cri/pinilla returned to Rome ; and, 
though the whole people infilled on her being put to death, 
yef, by the connivance of the prince, arid the favour of 
nisminillers, for fhe was both rich and childlefs, fhe efcaped 
pimifhment, and lived unmolefted during this and the two 
following reigns. About the fame time. Fonteius Capita, an d Fon- 
"’ho commanded in Lower Germany, was affaflinated by teius Ca- 
t'imnas and Vakns , two tribunes, without flaying for the /^killed 
emperor’s command. Capita was fucceedcd in the govern¬ 
ment of Lower Germany by Aldus Fite!Hus, afterwards empe- Cite Hi us 
for, who was raifed to that poll chiefly by the intereft of made go¬ 
vernor of 


vvac* lcuicix lu uiai puii 1 uiciiy iuc imereit C 

' u j ,! A-> .whole favour he had gained by fupporting the farn 
benon in the circus ; Galba declaring, when he r-ave him tin 
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of bis abilities j but becaufe be believed gluttons were nit 
to be feared. 

Galha had fcarce entered upon his fecond confulfhip, v/hen 
he received the news of the revolt of the legions in Upnci 
Germany , who, difl’atisfied at Virgin!us’s having bee;! re¬ 
moved from them, and not preferred to any other employ, 
ment, thought him treated as a criminal, and them (elver h 
delinquents, for having offered him the empire. They now 
haughtily demanded another emperor, and referred the free 
election of one to the fenate and people of Rome. This in. 
telligence ripened the defign Galha had been for fome time 
framing within himfelf, and in concert with his friends 
concerning the adoption of a fucceffor; for he thought him. 
felf defpifed, not fo much on account of his age as for want 
of iffue. His favourites, already at variance, and purfuing 
each his own private views, were divided into two faction* 
Vinlusy who had a daughter unmarried, was for Otho, who 
was a widower. Laco and leelus were combined together, net 
fo much to favour theintereft of any one in particular, as to 
exclude him. But Galha, moved with a concern for the com¬ 


monwealth, which, he thought was in vain refeued from 
Nero , were it to devolve upon Otbo; named for his fuccef- 
for Pifo Licinianus y a youth nobly born, and highly efleemed, 
Pi/o received this extraordinary and unexpected honour with 
great modefty, and without leaning in the leaft elated by it, 
Galha then proceeded to the camp, and, in a Ihort fpeech, 
declared to the loldiers. That be adopted Pifo, after the precc- 
dent of the deifed Auguftus, and according. to the cujlom of tin 
army. As no mention was made of the diftributions of money 
ufual on fitch occafions, only thefoldiers who Hood next hint 
applauded his fpeech ; the reft were fad and filent. From the 
camp he went to the fenate, where he fpoke with the fame 
brevity and bluntnefs as to the foldiery: but Pip made a 
fpeech which was better received. 

In the mean time, Otbo , who thought himfelf fure of be¬ 


ing adopted, enraged at the preference thus given to Pij 
determined to make a bold pu£h: and indeed the lituation 
of his affairs required a no lefs defperate remedy; for he had 
o»nfumed his fortune by a courfe of riot and expence, and 
contracted immenfc debts, which nothing but a general con- 
fufton could relieve him from. Befides, he looked upon Gal- 
has putting him by, as a furc fign of his difplcafure towards 
him, and thought refignation and acquiefcence, in fuch a 

His favourite freed- 


a( 


more dangerous than 


temerity 


men too, and his Haves, accuftomed to licentioufnefs, were 
continually difplaying to him the allurements of fovereign 
power, and reprefen ted them as his own, if he would but 
make them fo ; and at the fame time the aftrologers urged 
him by their predictions, alluring him, That the Jlars pre- 
i/red approaching revolutions , and a year of great glory to him\ 
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OF T II 


WORL d. 


& 7 

Gaiba. 



Otho, who looked upon thefe predi&ions as the propitious 
warnings of the fates, committed the direction of his treafon- 
aolc deligns to one Onomajlas, his freedman, who introduced Twocom- 
t 0 him two common foldiers, men of great add refs and refo- monfoldi- 
lution, who, being furnifhed by him with vaft fums of mo- er.-tranf- 
nev, to bribe and corrupt as many as they could ; ard being ter the em- 
i'ikev.’ife promifed prodigious rewards, undertook to transfer pire, and 
the Rowan empire from one prince to another, and in effect Otho is fa- 
did it, by debauching all the troops then at Rome , a party of luted em- 
which canned Oibo to the praetorian camp, where he was una- peror. 
nlinouily faluted emperor and Ctefar. 

Gaiba was offering a facrifice, and tyring, fays Tacitus , Galba's 
with his implications, the guardian gods of the empire, al- behaviour 
ready under the fway of another head, when news was on hearing 
brought him of this fudden revolution. He thereupon sm- it. 
mediately fummoned his friends, with whom it was refolved, 
that the temper of the cohorts then upon guard at the palace 
Should firftof all be founded, not by Gall a in perfon, his au¬ 
thority being referved as the laft remedy, but by Pifo , who 
accordingly affembled and harangued them, reprefenting to 
them the vi“v/s of Otho, and alluring them, That tbev Jhonld 



of the cohorts Hole away ; but the greater part of them dif- 
played their enfigns, and prepared their arms to defend 
'Gaiba. Grljiis Marius was fent to fecure the troops lately re¬ 
turned from the army in Ilhricion , and Dcmitius Sabimis was 
ordered to draw up the band of Gentian foldiers. The-tri¬ 
bunes Sever us, Dexter, and Longinus , repaired to the praeto¬ 
rian camp, to try what fair words and promifes would do. 
Of thcle laft, two were only terrified with threats ; but Lon- 

The 


mans 


nrii c was ftrint of his arms and driven out of the camp. 
i’.trian troops likewife drove away Ce/jus j and the Ger 
who were very fickly, continued a long time wavering and 
irrefolute, but rather inclined r ' " ~ 


to Gaiba, who, afrer being 


fome time in fufpcnfe, whether he ihould remain in hrs pa¬ 
lace, arm his (laves, and fortify the avenues ; or go out and 
fhew himfelf; at laft refolved on this laft ftep, as moft likely 
to di dip ate a confpiracy, as yet weak and unsupported. 
Accordingly, h 


° 3 
unable. 


he put on a a brcaft-plate, and, finding him- 
through age and infirmities, to luftain the 
■irefiing of the crowd, he was put into a chair. He had fcarce 
left the palace, when it was rumoured about that Otho was 
flam in the camp'; and feveral perfons averred that they had 
been upon the fpot, and had feen him dead : nay, one of the 
guards, preflrng’through the crowd, prefented himfelf before 
the emperor, and aifplaving a fword all over bloody, de¬ 
clared, with a loud voice. That Otho had fallen by his hand 


which Gaiba returned no other anlwer than, Fellow-feldier 
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Galba. zvbcfe orders had you for it ? Such was his firmnefs in reftrain. 
—v—^ ing the licentioufnefs of the foldicis. 

Galba was approaching the forum, when he was overtaken 
by Pifo , who, hearing the cries of the rebellious foldiery re¬ 
founding quite through the city, had not thought it advifc- 
able to proceed to the camp, to try what effect his pretence 
would have there; and, a moment after appeared fuddenk 
firff a party of horfe, and then a body of foot, rufhing fu r j. 
oufly into the forum. At this fight, the ftandard-bearer to 
the cohorts which had remained with Galba , tore the emper- 
ror’s effigies from his ftandard, and dafhed it on the ground. 
Upon this fignal, the whole cohort abandoned him, and 
joined the detachments from the camp; which fo terrified 
thofe who carried Galba , that they threw him upon the 
ground, and there left him to the mercy of his enemies. His 
Jaft words are differently reported, as he was hated or loved. 
Plutarch fays, he ffretched out his neck to the affaffins, and 
bid them ffrike, if the good of the commonwealth required 
it. His body was miferably hacked and mangled, and his 
head cut off, and carried upon a pike to Otbo , and after- 
Galba\ his wards to the camp, where it was treated with great igno- 
favourites miny. Such was the end of Sergius Galba , after a fhort 
and Pifo reign of feven months. His death was accompanied with the 
murdered, flaughter of many other perfons, particularly of his three 
Year of favourites, Vinitis , Laco^ and Jcilius, who had haftened, if not 
RoweSn. effected, his ruin; and likewile with that of his adopted Ion 
of Cbrijl Pifo , whofe death Otbo moff of all defired, and whofe head he 
69. gazed on with a very unbecoming joy. 




Hurry of GALBA was no fooner dead, than the fenatc, knights, 
tiie feu ate and people, 


fhould 


] (b 


an 


id 


oeo- 
1 


and take to him the very oaths, fays Plutarch , which he had io 

The 


pie to flat- lately taken to Galba , and had that moment violated. 


ter Qihc. new emperor received them with 


great 


demon ft rations of 


kindnefs, and endeavoured to pacify the fury of the foldiery, 
who loudly demanded the death of all Galba ’s friends, hrum 


this moment all things were tranfaefed by the arbitrary will 
of the foldiers, who immediately named Plotlus Primus , once 
a common foldier, and Licinius Proctdus , a great favourite of 
Gibo's-i captains of the praetorian guards; and Flavius Sain- 
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'They then de 


manded an abfolute exemption from the fees they had been 
ufed to pay to their centurions for furloughs. Otbo readily 


granted 
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granted their requeft ; but, at the fame time, that he might Otho. 
not forfeit the affection of the centurions, he undertook to 1 — _f 
pay them thofe fees out of his own revenues: a regulation 
which was perpetuated as a part of the military eltablilh- 
ment. The next day, the city-prtetor alfembled the fenate. He is ac- 
who immediately decreed Otho the tribunitial power, the know- 
title of Ccefar and Atgujlus, and all the honours which the ledged by 
emperors had enjoyed. He was now thirty-eight years of the fenate. 
age, valiant, witty, and of an ancient and honourable fa¬ 
mily; and was the firft emperor made by the prsetorian 
guards; a tnoft pernicious precedent, which they frequently 

after availed themfeives of, to the great detriment of the em- 

* 


I pne. 

The new emperor had fcarce taken pofleffion of the feve- Vitcllius 
reignty, when he was alarmed with the news that the army proclaim- 
in Lower Germany had proclaimed Vitcllius emperor, at Co- ed emper¬ 
or, where he then was ; and that the people of that city, or by the 
as well as thofe of Treves , Langres , and all the country round army in 
about, were exceedingly zealous in his behalf, and furnifhed Lowtr 
him abundantly with men, horfes, and money. This re- Germany » 
volt happened before the death of Galla , but had been fup- 
prelied, with a defxgn to have it believed, that only the army 
in Upper Germany had rebelled. 

This unexpected event threw Otho into a great confterna- 
tion, and the city into no fmall concern, well knowing that 
nothing but the fword ; and great bloodfhed would decide 
the cuuteft, the pretenfions being plaufible on both tides. 

The German legions pretended, that they had as much right 
to create an emperor as the legions in Spain ; and that Vitcl- 
kus had a rightful pofleffion before Otbo’s creation ; and the 
fenate, and cohorts at Rome , maintained. That they had the 
fupieme power, and that in them relied the abfolute authority 
tochuieand create emperors ; and that, having made a choice 
of Otho , they would not recede. Though Otho had by this 
means the moll powerful intcreli, and the molt fpecious ti¬ 
tle; yet, whether his guilty confcience threw him into ti¬ 
morous apprehenlions, or whether he was delirous to avoid 
the miferies of a civil-war, he made Vitcllius large offers in Otho 
order to come to a compromife with him : but nothing was makes of- 
concluded; and, the dilfcntions increafing daily, both lides fersxoVi- 
prepared for war. It was fuppofed by many, that perfons tellius , 
from Vitcllius were come into the city to fpy out and learn who ie- 
how the parties were affected, which filled everyone with jedts them, 
jealoulics and fears. All perfons ‘ turned and lhaped their 
countenances according to the news that was received from Melan- 
nbroad; and in the lenate, nothing was fo difficult as an cholyftate^ 
even and prudent carriage in thefe critical times ; filcnce, of Rome , 
might be reckoned contumacy ; freedom of fpeech, infolence; 

<md flattery was too well known to Otho , who, having been 
? courtier, was himlblf thoroughly Ikilled in the practice of 
I K- The cares and fears of the city were much increafed by 
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the great preparations of Otho, and the difability of the no- 


The 
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were grown old and impotent, wanting both the power and 
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von ted to conceal, the more they betrayed their fears. Th 
vvifer ibrt began to {hew great concern for the miferies of the 
commonwealth: but the mconhderate were iwelled with vain 
hones ; and many perfons, bankrupts in peace, began now 
to make a great appearance ; they being fafeft when theftatc 
was mod in diforder. 

Whilft Giho was making thefe preparations, he received 
forces ad- advice that Vitellius' s forces were upon their march towards 
vnnee to- Italy, under the command of I'alcns and Carina ; whereupon 
wards ha- he left Rome with a great army, confiding of the Roman no¬ 
bility, the praetorian cohorts, the legions out of the fleets 
upon the coad of hah', and fuch others as he could levy in 
hade. He began his march from Roone with an army, nu¬ 
merous, but unaccudomcd to war, againft Vitellius , whofe 
troops were already arrived at the Aljos, to the number of fc- 
venty thoufand men, forty thoufand of which was commanded 
fcy Valent, and the red by Carina ; Vitellius himfelf remaining 
in Gaul, in expectation of more troops from Germany, and 
of the legions from Britain. Upon the approach of thefe 
great armies, this fata! civil-war begun ; or, rather, that lx-- 
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Nero 


Giho 


He is 

troubled 

with 

frightful 
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dreams. 


had of late been much troubled with unufual dreams and 
diirnal anprehendons ; and it is laid, that one night, fetching 
feveral deep fighs in his deep, his fervants ran haftily to his 
bed-fide, and found him upon the ground ; after which, he 
ufed many expiations to appeafe the ghoft of Galba, which 
feemed to him to beat and pufh him rudely out of bed. 
However, he proceeded with great (hew of courage, and ar¬ 
riving at Brigallum on the Po, he remained there, lending his 

md of Suetonius and Crljus , 

who were very little ref peeled by the loldicrs, now proud and 
infolent with the thoughts of their having created an em¬ 
peror, and imagining that no man lefs than him ought to 
command them. The like want of obedience was in the ar¬ 
my of Vitellius, and upon the fame account ; and both fides 
proceeded with fuch hade and precipitation, that, be!lees 

three condderable battles 


force 


Has the fkirmifhes and other encounters. 
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Otho had the aclvantai 
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Qiho, elated with the advantages his generals had gained, Otho. 
came to his army at Brebiacum , a village between Cremona 



..ncl Verona ; and finding the enemy, notwithftanding their 
jate lodes, very forward to give him battle, he called a coun¬ 
cil of war, to confider whether it were heft to protraft the Holds a 


war, or hazard a general engagement. 


Cell 1 


council of 
war. 


the mod: experienced commanders, declared, that protracting 
the war was much the wife ft and fafeft courfe, fince the 
whole force and power of Yitc/lius were arrived, and were 
now in want of many ncceiTaries, which obliged them to of¬ 
fer battle, as the Ipeedieft way of fupplying tbemfelves : 
whilft, on the contrary, Otho s army was well provided with 
all things ; and Italy, and the fenate, and the people cf Rome, 
at his devotion ; names which were never quite darkened, 
though fometimes obfeured. Several provinces too had re¬ 
volted from \Yitellius, whereas all Otho 's ftood firm to him; 
and the legions in Pannoma, Mafia, and Dalmatia , were now 
upon their march to his aid : fo that he had no reafon fo often 
and fo rafhly to tempt his fortune, and therefore ought ra¬ 
ther to weary out Ids enemy by delays, or tarry for a greater 
power, when there could be no doubt of vidory. Thus 
i’poke the wifer fort: but feme others, whofe unexperienced 
heat and mifguided valour made them too defirous of a battle, 
declared, that nothing but that could end the miferies of the 
Hate; pretefting, that fortune, and all the gods, with the 
god-head of Otho , favoured the defign, and would undoubt¬ 
edly profper the enterprize. Otho inclined wholly to thefe Refolves 
laft, and commanded their advice to be immediately put in upon age- 
execution ; lor he was fo extremely uneafy under this war, nera1 - bat- 
tlut he thought it a lefs punifhmcnt to lofe a vidlory, than 
to be continually racked with fears and fufpences. But it 
was agreed, that the emperor fhould not be perfonally in the 
battle ; fo that being free from the doubtful events of the 
b"!d, he might relerve himfelf for the main fortune of the 
Hate. Whereupon he retired to Brixillum , while his army 
advanced towards the enemy, who were not far diftant. Vi- 
telli/f s men were not only more numerous, but much better 
dilciplined, than thofe of Otho, and from their infancy ac- 
eu Homed to arms. Otho s troops attacked them with great 
courage and bravery, and at the firft onfet flew all the firft 
rank, and won the eagle ; but the battle ftill continued very 
obilinate. The armies were extremely encumbered with 
trees and hedges, fo that they were obliged to fight with but 
{mail regularity, bearing down man upon man, as if the 
whole Avar depended upon the fingle valour of each indivi¬ 
dual. At lenth, ViteUius’ s men wheeling round upon the In which 
flank of their enemies, the praetorian cohorts foon broke and heistotal- 
Hed, and the defeat of Otho s whole army immediately en- ly over- 


iued. 


Otho waited at Brixillum the event of this battle, the firft 
account of which was brought him by a common lbldicr, 

who, 


thrown. 
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Otho 



who, upon his relation being doubted, and he himfelf taxed 
with cowardice, fell diredtly on his own fword at Otbo’s fee*. 
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thy foldiers. The 


(/■ 


]ow-foldiers was ftich, that they (laid not for any comfort or 
encouragement from their cir.pcror, but gathering all about 
him, endeavoured to animate and raife his courage, telling 
him. That there lucrejhllforces enough both for his revenge av.d 
fafety , and that they would fujfer every extremity for his [ah. 

The mod: diftant addreffed him with uplifted hands, while 
thofe who were nearer embraced his knees, efpecially Phftus 
Firmus , the prsstorian prefedt, befeeching him not to abandon 
tuch faithful foldiers ; and telling him. That it was a greater 
rfiance of magnanimity to fujlain , than to a void, the heavy Jhock if 

feives by hope againjl for~ 
rits icere driven to deffair 
But not all their perluafions and intreaties, nor all 
the apparent probability* of fuccefs, if he continued the war, 
could divert him from the refolution he had taken ; a resolu¬ 
tion fo generous in its nature, that fome authors think it ra¬ 
ther the effect of a fudden infpiration, than of any thing that 
could proceed from a temper fo loft, and a life fo effeminate, 
as his. Having made filence, he fpoke to them to this ef¬ 
fect : I ejlecm this day far happier , and snore glorious, than that 
on which you made me emperor , fince it hath afforded me fucb fen- 
jible tokens of your love and affection. I therefore befcech you not to 
deny the favour I now requefl ; which is , to fujfer me to die jijii) 


hf 


fupported then 
•id impatient fp 


( yj 


fafeiv of Jo man\ 


J 


Qrily 


citizens as yc are. There can be no occafon for tboje legions and fore s 
coming to mv affiance, finer the enemy’is neither Hannibal n'-r 
Pyrrhus. Therefore, to hazard your valour in dangers ivbcl’y 


f ,, is too dear a pur chafe of lift 
of fuccefs, the more honourable 
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After this fpeech, he defircc! the old men, and injoined 


realonalue fears or tnotc about him, without any alteration 
in his voice or countenance, he retired to his chamber, where 
he wrote two confolr.torv letters to his ftffer, and one to 

mnnied to Nero, and 
whom he had clef gned to many, recommending nis memory 


f< 
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::ho had former 1 y 
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1 a {| ies to her. After this, he burned fuch letters and pa- Otho. 
n as might be prejudicial to any one after his death, and v—— 

(liliributed what money and jewels he had among his friends 
n !U l domeftics. He was then preparing to kill himfelf, when, 
hearing a tumult among the foldiers, and fome of them up¬ 
braiding thofe who were going away, as traitors and deferters 
of their fovereign, Nay then, laid he, let us add this night to 
cur lift : and thereupon forbad all violence to be ufed, and 
ordered his chamber to be left open till it was.very late, that 
all who defired it might have admittance to him. After this, 
the doors being fhut, and having quenched his thirft with a 
draught of cold water, he took two daggers, and having 
tried them, and chofen the {harpeft, he laid it under his pil¬ 
low, and fell into a profound fleep ; but awaking about 
break of day, and feeing one of his fervants remaining, he 
ordered him to retire; and taking the dagger, gave himfelf a 
mortal flab on the left fide, and with a fingle groan ended his He kill-; 
life, three months and eight days after he had murdered Galba him fell- 
and ufurped the empire. He deferved., fays Tacitus, by two 
rtf7«, one the mo ft det eft able , and the other the mojl laudable , equal 
infamy and renown'amongjl pofterity. Moft of his foldiers 
who were about him, after killing his hands and feet, and 
commending his courage and magnanimity, killed themfelves 
at his funeral: many who detefted him whilft living, now 
as much applauded and extolled him ; and even went fo.fnr 
as to fay. That he did not depofc Galba fo much out of ambition, 
as to re/lore the liberty of the commonwealth . Notwithftanding 
all his perlonal vices, his great care of the public good had 
gained him the affe&ions of the fen ate and people of Rome : 
which plainly (hews how eafy it is for any prince to win the 
hearts of his fubjedts. 



VITELLIUS. 

AFTER th ■* death of Otho, all the foldiers, both legion- Yea: of 
ary and praetorian, belought Virgmius , who commanded the Rometizz, 
German cohorts, to take upon him the title of emperor,.of- of Cbr/ft, 
fering him their utmoft lcrvicc and afliffance ; and defiring, 70. 
if he himfelf would not accept of the empire, that he would Thcfohlt- 
pieafe to be their advocate with Palms and Caecma , in order to ers offer 
obtain their pardon. Virginius ani'wered. That it would be a the empire 
high piece of imprudence, as well as preemption, for him to accept to Ilegi- 
the empire from the hands of a vanquijhed army, after having re- ni us, who 
fuff(l it from the German legions bcf'Gi’e Nero s death % at a time refufes it. 
when ins fuccefs would have been ahtiojl certain: but finding the 
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FitoSizf 


Su 




iiuuuui ui luiuici); Luuuuairaiiig hjio one 

ntv of the moft guilty to be put to death, 
rea by their demanding a reward for having 


yiuZm*. foSdiem not fobfid with this, he gave them hopes of bein» 

1 - 1 their mediator, dll he found an ™ 

private place, where 
abated* But Jbtbrim 

went immediately at their requeft, to Vaknt and Carina* acJ 

obtained pardon for ail the troops, and aUo for thofv Iciutois 
who had accompanied Otbc* and were now at Alutirui, 

As icon as the news of Otba’s death was known at R«mt 

ublnusf the city-prefect, a Him bled the fenators, who, 
though they hated I iUUiui* immediately pronounced him 
emperor, with the ufjal felcmnities, giving him the title <* 

and Fu&er of bis country* and all the other epithets 
of Honour; and ordering thanks to be returned to him aid 
his army for what they had done; though at the lame tint 
thole very troops were committing fuch outrages in Italy as 
are fcarcely to be paralelled. 

He Ujiiu YiuUlus was then in Gaul j and, that he might do fomc re* 
hi* reign markable a<3 of juflicc before he went to /&/££, he cauled all 
with the praetorian < ohorts who had been ii)Urumental in GJU% 

*£k ol juft ^cath and Gtbo' s advancement, to be difarmed, and deprived 

of the name and honour of ibldiers; commanding alio one 
hundred and twen 
whom he difeove 

lulled Gaik*. This a&ion gave the public great hopes that 
he would be an excellent prince: but he foon gave fuch a 
loofe to his vices and extravagancies, as to be defervally 
tobis ranked amongft the worft of princes, and the word of men. 
Vices, aad He performed his journey to Rome with all imaginable pride 

and oUentation, never- ttirring upon the rivers but in his 
painted galleys, curio;:fIy adorned with garlands of flowers, 
and prolufely funuAttd with the moft exquifite delicacies and 
provocations to gluttony. No order or Jifcipline was known 
among his foltiiers or iVrvants, he htmfcif being highly pleafei 
with their continual rapines and inlolencies, however infup- 
portuble. Upon hi:; arrhal at BAnuzuni* where the la ft bat¬ 
ik* was fought, he w.»% very debrous of feeing the place, 
where were great numbers cl foattered Ivuics torn in pieces; 
limbs terribly mangled, men and fcotics quite putiified, and 
the air and ground tainted with ftcnch and blood. This he 
took inrinitc plea fure hi viewing; rani when fomc of his at¬ 
tendants grew wean* at the no dome fn»JLs lie told them, A 

diad manyih.vlls writ* but. a dead citizen better. lie then called 
for wine, crank publicly in this icenc of horror, and bid his 
rbldiers do the like. 

After fuch ravages as laid wallc every country through 
trance in- w fc:cb he polled, he arrived zz Rome* accompanied with in¬ 
to £&rr. numerable fwarms of various nations; and, in the tr.idft of 

that formidable throng, entered the city as if it had been a 
conquered place, mounted upon a flately horfo magnificently 
ca pardoned, the fenate and people going before him as if he 
had triumphed ever them, hiaiklr lurretmded with Ihuidurus 




his 


Jit* 






His en- 
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m i cdoan* and his lrmy marching after him in a riotous 

gj^ncr. In this confufed manner he 


marched up to the ca- 
from whence he repaired to die 

ay, ordering the fenatc to be 

__ , fpcech, extravagantly extol* 

^ his own afits, and promifing them vaft advantages from 
tiT adminiftration. In his way from the fenatc to the palace 





fdgbly applauded at . 

^lining the title of Augujlus, forced him to accept it. Tkefe 
frit ceremonies being over, he caufed himfelf to be chofen 
futiffx maxim and to be made perpetual conful \ and took Hissrbl- 
hpon him fuch honours and dignities as he thought lit; com- tnuy pro* 
jeznding magtftratcs to be chofen ten years before they cn- cccdings* 
tered upon their office: which, with many other arbitrary 
proceedings, foon indifpofed the people againft him, and 
jendered him Che object of their hatred. He banidied from AJtado* 
turn all the aftrologers, becaufe they foretold that his reign gets ha- 
would not continue a whole year; and was fo highly in* niffieJ* 
denied againft them, that even the flighteft accufation was 
Efficient to make him order anv one of tl 


that profeffion to be 


infhuitly put to death, without fo much as hearing him- 
Soon after the publication of his edi£t, by which they were 
ordered to leave Rome by the firft of Oftwrr^ a writing was 

a • i j* i • nr* r\ v#f • . t .i 4 * • 


f the and - 
an the world 


(et up in the forum to this effect: We y in the name * 
tut Chaldeans, warn Vitellius Germanicus to depart 
if the calends of O&cbcr. That it might appear to all what 
example he designed to follow in his government, he publicly 
ficrihced to the manes of Nero y in a general affcmbly of the He (aeri- 
prieft in the Campus Matius \ and at a folemn fc&ft, being ficestothu 
much pleafed with a player upon the harp, he ordered him mane* of 
toting femething in the praife of Domittus\ and upon the harp* Kero • 
ers beginning one of Nero *s fongs, he leaped up, and gave him 
'the tint tokens of apnlaufe. 

In the mean time nis foldiers filled the city with riot and Riotous 
confufion, committing every kind of infolcnce and outrage, behaviour 
ftnd[thinking of nothing but their pleafures: lb that, in a little of h:$ kl* 
while, theirbodics were wafted and enfeebled by idleneft, and dim. 
ihetr fpirits broken by luft and luxury. The principal of* 
fin of ftate were managed by the counfels of players, cha - 
iwteers, and other fuch contemptible perfons: among which 

hisfreedtnan Afiathus , remarkable for nothing but his infa- 
nous life, held the firft rank. He now abandoned himfelf H* *bau¬ 
to luxury and profufenefs, to which he had been accuftomed dons him* 
ill the reigns of Caligula and Nero y and particularly to glut* fclf to 
tony, which he carried to fuch excefs, that he generally eat luwy, tX- 
four or five meals in a day, taking vomits to bring up what trava- 
he had devoured, that he might gormandize again. All his and 
totals were prodigioufiy expeuiive, though they were not al- gluttony. 
^Y$ at bis own . oft, for he frequently invited himfelf to 

his 
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bis friends, to breakfaft in one place, dine in another, and 
fup in a third; and they generally entertained him in f 0 
fumptuous a manner, that a treat feltiom coft lefs than ten 
thoufand crowns. But the moft memorable (upper made for 
him, was bv his brother, on his firft arrival at Rome: in 


fifh 


cf fowls, every one different, and the moft expcnfive that 
could be had. His own profufenefs exceeded even this v at 
the dedication of that famous difh, which, on account of its 
great capacity, he called Minerva’s target ; filling it with the 
founds of mullets, the brains of pheafants and peacocks, the 
tongues of a fcarce kind of birds called phanicopterus , and 
the fpawn of fca lampreys, brought from a prodigious dis¬ 
tance. Nor was he lefs infatiable than extravagant in his 
gluttony; for, not being able to contain himfelf, he would 
inatch the half-burnt meat from oft' the coals at facrifiecs, 
Hisexcef- an( ] greedily devour it. In fhort, fuch was his depravity in 
fivegree- every thing, that, as Tacitus obferves, no one of his court 
dineis and thought of railing himfelf by his virtues or abilities. The 

only way to preferment was to feaft the emperor with pro- 
fufe entertainments ; whilft be, confidering nothing but the 

the prefent enjoyment of his plcafurcs, wafted, in four 
months, upwards of feven millions of our money, ami ruined 
an infinite number of cities and families. Upon which Jc- 
fpirns obferves, that if he had reigned long, the whole 

empire would not have been fufficient to fupport his glut- 

* 

tonv. 

Thcfe exccffes were accompanied with fuch horrid aftsof 
cruelties, cruelty, as plainly flic wed that he intended to make Nero 

his pattern. He was fo fond of (bedding blood, that he pu* 
jiifiled all forts of people with death, even for the fiighteft 
offences, or what he thought proper to look upon as fuch. 
There was no fraud or hypocrify which he left unpradtifed 
to deftrov fuch perfons of quality as had formerly been his 
c impaniens and fchool-fellow ; firft carefling them, and giv¬ 
ing them a (hare in the government, and then finding iome 
pretence or other to put them to death. 


»:.«! no 


drink. 


a 


nd gave it him 


Going to vilit one 

of them, who was ill of a violent fever, upon his alkinglor 

he mingled poifon with cold water, 
with his own naml. He never excufed any one who afkcd 
payment of the d<-bt:s he lead contracted before he was em¬ 
peror; and me of h: c creditors coming only to falute him, 
Ire ordered him to be put to death immediately ; but chang¬ 
ing hir mind ;.i moment nicer, he lent for him back, and had 
him executed in hi.*, piofcncc; laying, That he would feed ms 
jjiih that light. Havb.g condemned another to death, he 
executed his two ions with him, only becaufe they had pre- 
fiumed to intercede 1 C > i their father. A Roman knight crying 
out to him, as the executioners were dr. gginghim to death, 
That hr bad wadi' him his heir ; he ordered the will to be pro¬ 
duced ; and finding that he was only co-heir with another 

perlo/i) 







o 


TH 


O 


ncrfon, he ordered them both to be executed, that the whole 
of the inheritance might be his. He pm feveral of the lower 
f ort to death, only for difliking the colours of fome chario¬ 
teers ; faying, That they did it out of contempt to him , and that 
thy would not have, dared to be. Jo audacious , but that they hoped 
fir another revolution. He was likewife fufpected of having 
'been acceflary to his mother’s death, having commanded that 
oo meat fhould be given her, under pretence of its hurting 
her health; being induced to this by the prediction of an old 

1 \ 1 - 1 1 1 - r-r-’i *r 1 r 1 • * * • 
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Viteffim- 



'appinefs and Jaf 
his vices onlv. 


His pro¬ 
digious 
ftupidity. 


¥ 

hat Vetellius feemed 

to think himfelf emperor, or to know that he was fuch : for 
fuch was the ftupidity that feized him, that, if others had 
not reminded him of his high ftation, he would have forgot 
ir. He liked nothing but what was pleafant and intoxicating; 
and fortifying his mind with confufed mirth and fottifhneis, 
againft all dangers and exigencies, he loft the very remem¬ 
brance of things paft, and the thought of things to come. 

War was never fo much as mentioned before him, and he 
llriclly forbid ever fpeaking of it in the city. 

Having by this abominable life rendered himfelf odious to The Ro~ 
the city, and, by the the continual infolence and cruelties mans grow 
of his foldicrs, infupportablc to the country ; the legions in weary of 
the Eaft, though they had refufed his authority in the begin- him.’ 


am 

ima 


reign, now began to revolt, and fhortly aftei 
relblved to make Vefpafian their emperor. Vf- 


JcrufaL 


The le- 


v j gions in 

when he learned the death {of Nero , and Galba’s promotion the Eaft 

to the empire; upon which he had fent his fon Titus to know revolt. 

the pleafure of this laft with refpeft to the fiege of that city. 

Titus was fo long ftopped by contrary winds, that, upon his 

arrival on the coafts of Achat a , he was informed of Galba 's 

death, and Otho’s advancement^ whereupon he returned to 

his father for farther orders. 


for 


t jP a j 


During the conteft between 


and empire ; a matter no way pleafing to him, nor to any of 
the commanders in the Eaft; all of them highly difliking 
fo vicious a man, and fo corrupt a governor: fo that when 
the day came on which they were to iwear allegiance to their 
new emperor, in the prefence of Vefpafian , they performed 
the folemnity with great liience and reluctance. Their dif- 
contents increased daily ; and all the legions in Syria, Egypt , 

, o in their diflike to Vitcllius , they 
determined to put an end to the miferies of the world, by 


Vejpafu 


This 


and thole 
in Mcejia 
and Pan- 
nonia. 


Mcef 


f fannonia had taken the fame refolution ; for, being upon 
their march to Oiho'% affiftance, and learning his defeat and 

death, 
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VetASus. death, thcv refufed obedience to V»tdRms % whom they 
w-v —■< and declared in favour of Vefpafum. Several letters and 

/ages pa fled on this occafion, bet ween Alexander^ govcrr. v 
Eg)?** and Murien y governor of Syria * and it was conclui 
between them, that r'eft*fan /hould be emperor, though 
utterly declined it. Alexander made the firft overture of t 
affair to rcfpafian y who, though abfcnt, was declared c 
ptror at Alexandria , all the army confirming it with appfaj 
and paving the ufual homage. 

Ftjpanan About a week after, Fefpajum 9 * own army likcwife pro- 
2 saedsred claimed him emperor, and entreated him to accept of the go. 
«mpeior veniment: but he, on fevcral accounts, refilled it. This oc 
ia die haft cafioncd fereral private conferences between him and hi 

friends, to whom he urged the many difficulties and dan .. 
attending fo great an enterprize j and particularly, Tbat^i, 
all rivil iU]]h'fiws the faith of thefoldieiy isperpetually waveri;^ ; 
that it wttdd therefore he mdifaect , a swell as dijbonouralkft 
hazard bimfdfana bis refutation , to 
that wars ^ 

than all otifers ; jot in prrvaie nnanjaxmgs a per ion may preact 
or ftef where be pfrsrjes ; but in gaining a crown, there is no m, 
ilium between tbejlate cf a prince and the death of a traitor . T 
more Vefpafom declined h is own promotion, and the high 
of emperor, the more his friends endeavoured to (hew 
the facility of the attempt, and the duty incumbent on hi 
to free the ftafe from an ufurping tyrant, and an artry 
robbers. Belides thefeprivatc counfels, Marian told b 
openly and in public, That the Roman flexte was fo miferri 
df~eifrroted tj Means of its corrupt governorSy that after bis ei 
thieving fo many glotious exploit r, be could expat no Jufcty ; h 
haw many renowned perfensy laid they, have been dejlrcycl ? 
Ictc, only becaufe their merits dijUnguifoed them frem the vtdm: 
fo that feering the empire might formerly be deemed ambition 
Ircafcn ; but notv it mvfl he bis only refuge. IFe rife not\ 

* . j -.i_ __ai - a _r... ./• a ..._ zoiTl-v - ^ 


fain an empire at bis an) 


cf this nature require infinitely more vigor and refdm 
bers\ for in private undertakings a perfon nwytmt 




hombzahh priheted, and inferably ruined, is unpardonable. IVe 
to meet an enemy enervated with liceutionfnefs $ armies if 

our foes will inmt' 
at government ;l 

nponjmr vigilance and conduit^ than upon tbt\ 
Juphi:ty und cruelty of Vitcllius. Add to tbit , that we ore tib 
ready guilty in the eyes of V iteliius 5 for to deliberate whether fl 
jhatf rebel, It rebelling. 

After till 5 ; fpeech, the reft came more boldly about him, 
exhorting and perfuading him, and laying before him the 
oracles and prophecies by which the empire bad been 
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nilal him ; and at length, finding all perfuafions fruitkft, VheUhp* 
y s fokJiers forced ana com pel lea him, with their drawn 
fiords, threatening him, if we believe Jofepbus, with immc* 
diare death, if he refilled any longer. 7 hus compelled, he and he ia 
look upon him the imperial authority 5 and fhortly after all forced to 
ibc armies in the Eaft fwore obedience to him, as did like- accept th* 
fife thole in Mafia, Pannoma , Norieuns and Dalmatia . He empire, 
then held a council with Mutrian, Alexander, and his fon 
f fas \ wherein it was agreed, That Titus fhould continue 
tk war againft the Jews j that Mndan fhould, as foon 
n poffible enter Italy with the greateft part of the Icgi- 
•os 5 and that V*fpafianfhn\i\i\ go to Alexandria , to make the 
seceflary proviftons, and from tnencc pafs over into Italy and 
join Marian, if there fhould be occafion. 

pie M*fian legions, hearing of Murian' $ intended expe- The 
fern, chofe for their commander Antonins Primus , an ex- fi an legi* 
cdlent foldier, who had been banifhed by Nero and reftored haien 
fcr Galba, and haftened into Italy , before Murian could ar- Italy, 
rive there ; either with a view of fhewing their extraordi- nnder the 
nary itadinefs to ferve Vefpafian, or in hopes of being the command 

Great preparations were made -A 

_ (forms ; and though ***• 
uxury, ~as to have but fmall 
toncem tor tne public, yet his two chief commanders, Va- 
Ins aim C*cina, at firft ufed great diligence, both in oppo- 
m Prtmus s coming from Mafia, and in preventing the 
landing of Murian , whom they expe&ed fhortly in Italy . 

Rut as Primus had already entered the north-weft part of 
that country, Carina, with the principal forces of Vitellius, 
luttened his march towards him, and arrived at Cremona 
s>out the fame rime as the enemy 5 but conltdering the effe- 
nirucy of his men, he liftened to Primus's advice, and per- 
waded his foldicrs not to truft to the feeble power of Pi tel Hus, 
out to yield to the merits of Vejpafian, while they could do 
rtwith the greateft advantage and fecurity. Upon which, 

«cy, with feme reludancy, fwore allegiance to V fifafian - 9 
i°? n ^penting this ftep, and provoked againft their ge~ 
ml for having made them take it, they feized him as a 
traitor, put him in irons, and exhorted Primus to come 
wer to riteluus's fide. Though they were now without a 
ftteral, they refolved, in the heat of their fury, to engage 
tne enemy ; and accordingly, ftarved as they were with cold 
*nd hunger, they marched diredly againft Carina, and came 
»p with him in the beginning of the night. Primus was 
ready to receive them, and tnc battle continued til! the 
nranung very bloody and doubtful, when both fides, by 

mutual confent, left off lighting, to refrefh themfelves, and 
pen began again.- But Primus' s foldiers faluting, accord -PitelUmss 
pg to cuftom, the riling fun, Vi tc Hints troops, apprehend* troops do- 
that Mu a an was arrived, fled to Cremona, with the lofs fcated at 
A* upwards of thirty thousand men. There freeing Carina Cremona* 

from 
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from their imprifonment, they procured him to make their 
peace ; and the Mafian legions immediately after made Se¬ 
veral attacks upon Cremona , and entering the place laid it j n 
allies, fparing neither fex, dignitv, or age. 


Vitelhus was wallowing in his ufual luxury, when the 
Vitslims*s news of this defeat was brought him ; at which he was f 0 
datlardly ftartled and irrefolute, that he rendered himfclf quite del'pi- 

behaviour cable. Af leno-Hi- hnwrver. rmifliw himfelf a ... 


.7 


¥ 


Alph 


could collect, to guard the narrow pais of the Apennint 
mountains, and prevent Prifcus ’s march to Rome , reiervijig 
confiderable forces to defend the city, under the command 
of his brother Lucius. At length, through the urgent im¬ 
portunities of his army, then at Mevania, he repaired to tha 
camp, attended by a great train of fenators, irrefolute of 
himfelf, and averfe from all good counfels. Nothing ap¬ 
peared more ridiculous to the Romans , than to fee their 
prince and commander without fkill in arms, void of /kill 
and judgment, demanding of others in what order to march, 
what diligence was required for difeoveries, how the war 
was to be carried on, and upon every flying report fearful 
and trembling, and continually drunk. At laft, growing 
weary of the camp, and learning the revolt of his fleet at 
Mlfenum , he returned to Rome , ever dreading the lafl blow, 
and always carelcfs of the principal concern. His fears in- 


he 


The fleet 


ztMtfenum and always carelcfs of the principal concern. 


revolts. 


Vit ell ins 
refolves to 
refign the 
empire to 
Veft aft an. 


creating daily, he thought of a compofition with Vefpafum , 
and being offered by Primus and Mucian , that if he would 
peaceably refign the empire, he fhould be allowed a revenue 
fufficient for his maintainance, putting on deep mourning, 
he left his palace, his fervants weeping about him, and his 
little fon being carried before him in a chair. All who had 
any fenfe of the inflabilitv of human affairs, were moved at 
this object, to fee an emperor of Rome, juft before lord of 
the univerfe, abandon the feat of his command and fortune, 
and at once link into nothing. Sudden violence , faysTacitus, 


as/i 

an rt 


Julius Ctefar, and Jecret cotfp 
hpurity of a country houje , coven 
Iba died as it tc 'ere in the field 


and Galba died as it were in the field j but Vitelhus in 
ajfembly of bis oivu people, and amid ft bis own foldiers. Pitch 
made a fhort ipecch on this occaiion, faying, That he refiy. 
his palace out of regard for Public peace , and the welfare oj 
commonwealth ; that all he defined of them was, to retain fame 


membrance of him , and take pity of his brother , his wife , and lit¬ 
tle children ; and then, with tears, he offered his fword to 
the conful CacUius , thereby furrendering the power of life 
and death over the citizens ; and upon the conful’s refufing 
to accept it, he departed, protefting that he would lay down 
all his regalities in the temple of Concord , and retire as a pri¬ 
vate man to his brother’s houfe : but fome of the crowd 
flopping him, and crying out. That he himfelf was Concord, he 

returned, and not only protefted. That he retained his fiuord, 

hut 
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luttbai he alfo accepted of the funumie of Concord, and then 

repaired to his palace. 

‘The next day, encouraged by the promifes and protefta- 
tions of the foldiers and citizens, he altered his mind, to the 
no lmall vexation of Sabinas, governor of the city, who had 
been very forward in promoting his refignation ; and who, 
being informed that fome of Fitellius’s party intended to 
murder him in his houfe, with his friends, fome fenators, 
and knights, feized upon the capitol, where he was imme¬ 
diately befieged ; fo that Rome , as well as Italy, now felt the 
fatal effects of civil difeord. The next morning the capi¬ 
tol was afiaulted with great fury ; and, befides its being very 
weakly provided, it was defended with no courage nor ar¬ 
dor. After a bloody conteft it was entered by force, and by 
the fury of the foldiers laid in afhes : the mod deplorable 
misfortune, fays Tacitus , that ever befell the Roman people 
fmee the city was founded. During this dreadful fcene, 
Viidlius was feafting in the palace of Tiberius , and looking 
on with pleafure. Young Domitian, nephew to Sabinus , and 
l'on to Vcfpafmn, efcaped in the habit of a pried ; but all the 
reft were put to the (word, except Sabinus , who was made 

1/1 1 r 1 it'. 
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Sahinus 

feizes the 
capitol. 


which is 
burnt a 
fecond 

time. 


Vitcllius. 


fhortly 


by the command of 


Soonafter this, Vitcllius, being informed of Primus’s march Primus 
towards Rome, and of Mucian’s arrival in Italy , fent letters advances 
and meffengers to Primus to beg terms, and even deputed towards 
thevedal virgins to intercede with him. But Primus was Rome, 
foincenfedat the death of Sabinus, and the deftru&ion of 
the capitol, that he would not liden to any offers, but con¬ 
tinued his march to the very walls of Rome, where Vitellius’s and at- 
forces expected him, determined to defend themfelves to the tacks the 
laft extremity. Primus attacked the city in three different city, 
places, and the Romans fallied out in as many. A dreadful 
battle enfued, which continued the whole day, at the end 
of which Vitcllius's people were drove back into the city 
with prodigious (laughter. The people looked on as they 
fought, and, as if it had been a diverfion, fometimes encou¬ 
raged one fide, and fometimes the other ; and when either 
party turned their backs, and hid themfelves in the houfes 
or (hops, fox Primus’s men had entered the city with thofe 
of Vitcllius, they bid the enemies pull them out and kill 
them, delighted with the plunder they gained thereby ; for 
while the foldiers were employed in (laughter, the fpoil fell 
to the (hare of the common people. They were now cele¬ 
brating the Saturnalia , and, rather than not enjoy the plea¬ 
fure of that feftival, they turned this fcene of horror into 
mirth and jollity. Nothing but (laughter, iiot, and confu- 
fi{? throughout the city : in fome places they were 

bghting and killing, and in others tipling and bathing. The which is 
greatdr lewdnefs was mixed with the utinoft cruelty. Thus lacked. 


was 
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FheUims 



VadBus- was this mighty city, the head and emprefs of the world 

—-lacked by her own fubjccts. ^ # ^ 

yiteluuSy in the utmoft confufion, retired privately to hi] 
wife’s houle cn mount .1 venilnsy designing to fly that nitk 
to Tlrw/W, to his brother and the cohorts there : but n& 
median .y c Hanging his mind, and, as it frequently happens 
to men in extreme dangc/, fearing all things, and mon dif 
liking the prcfent, he returned to his palace again, now 
empty and defolarc, even his meaneft fervants having cither 
fled, or avoiding his prefence. Aftonifhed at this unufm! 
filence and folitarinefs, after wandering up and down fa 
feme time, and not meeting any body, he crept into a dad 
corner of a room, but was foon difeovered and plucked Oil 
by a party of the conquerors, to whom he pretended tta 
he had fccrets of the higheft importance to difeover to P/f 
paJiCK % and begged of them to keep him, though it were in * 
prifon, till his arrival at Rcrir . But all was in vain; fa, 
without waiting for any further orders, they tied his hank 
behind him, put a halter about his neck, and tearing lu 
very cloaths off his back, dragged him half naked into the 
public 1 frruxiy through the mam ftrecta af Rome , upbraiding 
turn all the time with a thou land opprobrious words, am 
titrating him with the ut moil indignity, tying his hair back¬ 
ward, as ufed to be practiced to the more infamous male* 
factors, and holding the point of a fword under his chin, to 
hinder his holding down his head to hide his face. Soar 
paulted him with filth, others reviled him for his gluttony, 
and others called him an incendiary, and reproached him 
with the imperfec! ions of his body, being extremely tall, 
red-faced, his belly prodigious, and his thighs diftortd: 
and killed till at length they brought him to the Gemoni* y and IBM 

him with many wounds. His body was dragged with 1 
Year of hook, and thrown with all poffible ignominy into the Tthir. 
Rome&iz. yiieUiut was in the fifty'feventh year of his age, and tad 
Of Chrifi reigned eight months and five days. His death was acco®- 
70. panied with that of his brother Lucius Vltellius^ and his only 

fon. Hu life was infamous, his advancement villauwa, 
his admmiflxauon odious, and his death ignominious* 



Dreadful 

confufion 


it* 


j{ FluliluS) and the overthrow of his jW 
war, than began a real ocare s for the 
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Fefpnjtan 

declared 

emperor* 


sen lying flain where he fell, without diftindlion of place or Pefpafian 
perfon i and the licentioufuels of the foldiery increafillft 
jw fcarched the houfes, and dragged out fuch as were hid, 
guffacring without mercy all foldiers, and all others whom 
dicy ignorantly or malieioufly took for fuch. When their 
diift of blood abated, their cruelty was converted into ava* 
lice. Every place was then broke open and ri&ed, under 

K nee of fearchin^ for Vitellius's, friends ; and the leaft re* 
ce was attended with death. Befides the foldiers, the 
sob and fome of the people, now at the head of every mif- 
chicf, triumphed in their robberies and outrages or every 
hod. Servants voluntarily difeovered the wealth of their 
Bates; the ileareft relations dete&ed one another; dread¬ 
ful cries and lamentations were heard in every ftreet, and 
tie city looked like a place abandoned to the mercilefs fury 
of an implacable enf*my. The infolent outrages of the fol¬ 
ders of Otho and Fitellius , fo much detefted before* were 
flow accounted final! evils, compared with the prefent Cala- 
aides. But upon the arrival of Mucian* and the return of 
bmitian, who had fled when his uncle Sabinus was killed, 
the diforders ceafed, and fome order began to appear. The 
folate was afiembled, and Fefpaficn declared emperor, with 
the unanimous eonfent of all, and veiled with all the autho- 
ritf that any other emperor had ever had. Meflengers were 

the 
but it 

Icing now winter, and dangerous failing, he deferred his 
t to a more convenient ieafon. 

iie miferies of Rowe were now at an end ; but fuch vi- CMlh 
obit commotions were raifed in Gaul and Germany* as ex- niies di- 

t « • * ^ ^ + % + • . t 

fturbancet 
in GmJ 

by the cratry inlinnations of Claudius Civilis , a and G*r- 
«anof great defigns, and of as great reputation among hts man?* 
countrymen the Batavums ; and who, after having been lent 
w chains to Nero* and freed by Galba* was in great danger 
oflofinghis life under Vitellius* the army ftrongly demanding 
«« death. Befides his countrymen, the inhabitants of the 
prefent Holland , he excited his neighbours the Cant negates* to 
rebel, and by fecret meflages and large promifes, drew over 
Ae auxiliaries of Britain* and the Batavian cohorts, then 
quartered at Moguntiacum , now Mentz% Thefe drew out 
2 m clefiroyed the Roman garrifons, overthrew Afuilius* who 
commanded the advanced guards, and, after him, Mummius 
¥f erats y lieutenant of that province. Her emit us Gafins, en- 
*wouring to prevent the march of their cohorts, was like- 
wife overpowered by them ; an J as ViteUius had drained thefe 
P*rt 5 of foldiers, to oppofe Oiho and Veffajian , Civilis » for a 
toe, met with but fmall refinance. Having afterwards col- 
a more confiderable force, the better to cover his de- 
he made his army take the oaths to Fefpafian , and 

Vot.1V. F f even 


iaj uial Ally uuici ciupcrui uau ever nau* w 

immediately fent to Fefpafian at Alexandria , to carry him 
decree of the fenate, and defire his return to Rome j bu 
being! 
wage 

The 
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Vefpafian. even befieged in their camp thofe who refufcd to do h 

— i Shortly after this, the Ro?nans mutinying againft their ge¬ 
neral Hordeonius Flaccus , the command was given to Vocula 
an excellent officer, and Herennius Gallus was his lieutenant' 
Vocula , in the fir ft engagement with Chilis , was obliged to 
retreat, but in a fecond he overthrew him ; though without 
any profnect of finifhing the war : for the news of VitcllkC 
death reaching Gaul and Germany , increafed the diforders 
And now Chilis , without even pretending any regard for 
Vefpafian , threw off the mafk, and plainly fliewed himfelf an 
enemy to the Romans in general ; and the foldiers, once 
Vitellines , confcious of their crimes, chofe rather to fubmit 
to flavery, than to the government of Vefpafian. The Gauh 
likewile took frefh courage and refolution, looking upon the 
burning of the capitol as an omen of the ruin of the empire. 
The Frevirt and Lingeries , two confiderable nations, revolt¬ 
ed alfo ; all Gaul was unfettled *, and, what was ftill more 
dangerous, the legions themfelves were corrupted, and be¬ 
come traitors to their country ; a thing never before known 
among the Romans. Having murdered Vocula, their genera!, 
they two re allegiance to the Gauls, and other legions in other 
places did the fame, of which l'ome were befieged, reduced 
to extremities, and cut to pieces by Chilis . Thefe diflur- 
bances increasing, 'Julius Sabinus , one of the revolters, tak¬ 
ing upon him the name of Gafar , led a numerous body of 
tmdifeiplined men againft the Sequani , who intirely routed 
him. 


Confter- 


The fenate was filled 


nation of thefe diforders ; upon which Mucian fet out for Ga 


mm 


the Ro- 
inans. 


Vefpafian 1 s fon Domitian , fending before 


utmoft expedition, four legions under the command ol Pc- 
tilius Corealis. By this time the Gauls , chiefly by the per- 


Julius Vindex 


reflect on the mighty 


power of the Romans , and at length preferred a peace, on 
any terms, to a dangerous and fatal war. Cercalls alfo gave 
Moil of the Freviri a great overthrow, and moft of the rebels re- 
the rebels turned to their obedience. Shortly after, he came to age- 

« ^ i t *# • i • « % % m I /T* * , 1. _ 


fubmit. 


neral battle with Chilis , and his 


Claffu 


Cerealis 

defeats 

Chilis. 


beginning of which he was much overpowered, his legions 
broke, his cavalry put to flight, and his bridge over the 


Mofelle gained by the enemy : out oy ms extrucmimaiy 
fkill and diligence he retrieved all, and not only routed the 
enemy, but took and deftroved their camp. The news of 
this fuccefs reached ALucian before he arrived at the dip! 1 , 


but by his extraordinary 


to 


upon which he endeavoured to perfuade Domitian not to 
proceed any farther, well knowing his haughty and ambi¬ 


tious temper. But his advice not fucceeding, he accompa¬ 
nied him as far as Lions , from whence Domitian is laid to 
have written privately to Cerealis , to deliver up his army to 
him, with a view of rebelling againft his father, or of ri¬ 
valling his brother Titus: but perceiving that he was flight- 
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(( j on account of his youth, he betook himfclf to fuch cOur- Vefpafian 


fcs 


s as might bcft conceal his defigns. Shortly after, Chilis 
‘ bed his forces in Germany , and Cerealis did the fame. 

‘ « 1 1 /I t 



Several battles were fought ; but at laft both Tides came to who fub- 
“ n agreement, the Batavians being glad to accept of a peace, mits. 

and Chilis of a pardon. 

During thefe commotions in Germany and Gaul ', thofe The fir ft 
Scythians called Sarmati , fuddenly paffed the river IJlir in irruption 

and continued their march with fuch rapidity and of the 
fury, that they deftroyed feveral of the Reman garrifons, to- northern 
,,ether with Pontius Agrippa , who governed Mcefta , and wafted 
the adjacent countries with fire and fword. Vefpafian 
hearing of this at Alexandria, fent Rubrius Gallus to ftem the 
torrent, which he did effectually, killing numbers of the 
barbarians in battle, and driving the reft of them back to 
their own country. He then fortified the frontiers with 


nations. 


Wronger garrifons and forts, to prevent the like incurfions 
for the future. This was the firft irruption of that north¬ 
ern fwarni, which afterwards deftroyed the Roman empire. 

_ - ^ i « 1 « J 4 f % • • • * 

Vcwafui 


Vefpafian 


and blind. 


received great honours and offers of forces from many fo- cures two 
reign powers. During his ftay in that place, the following men lame 
accident is related of him by thebeft authors. Two men, of 
mean condition, the one lame, and the other blind, pre- 
lented themfelves to him as he fat on his tribunal, and humr 
bly befought him to vouchfafc to cure them ; for that they 
had been admonifhed by their god Serapis in a dream, that 
if he would but wet the eyes of one with his fpittle, and 
tread upon the hand of the other, they would both be healed. 

Ycjpafum , over-ruled by the perfualions of his friends, did fo, 
and, we arc told, they both were effectually cured. Before 
he embarked for Rome , he ordered his Ton Titus to continue 
thewai a gain ft the Jews ; and fetting fail from Alexandria , 
he touched at Rhodes , from thence went to Greece , where he 
honoured many cities with his prefence, and from thence 
failed to Italy. 

Never was any prince more ardently wifhed for, or more 
tiiumphantly received, than Vefpafian was at Rome ; every 
one rightly judging him to be the only perfon capable of 
recovering the languifhing ftate of the Roman empire. He 
was met ieveral miles off by the fenate, nobility, and people; 
fo defirous were they of feeing and paying their refpeefs to 
him. Joy was painted in every face, and he was entertain¬ 
ed all the way with loud acclamations, thoufands at a time 
calling him their benefactor and preferver, and the only per¬ 
fon worthy to be emperor of the world. The whole city 
was hung with magnificent garlands, and filled with odours 
and perfumes ; and the concourfe of people of every rank 

wu; lo great, that it was with difficulty he arrived at the pa¬ 
lace. 


He is re¬ 
ceived at 
Rome with 

univerfai 

joy. 


fhe whole body of the people were feafted ; and in 

their facrihces to the gods, the requeft of all was, that Vcf- 

F f 2 pajian 
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tjpftffcm. fcSan might He their emperor many years ; that his fonff, 

tvs might fucceed him j and that the empire might ^ 
depart from his family, Peffafian was now fifty-tune 


pr. 

of age. 

Tfinmph$ 

ov;'r the 


fiify-nine yt. E 



■/ \ » ^ *••• /. w, i ^ *• w w • ,IJ vui *»ruOft 

with his of the /mV. He thereupon returned to wher? 

fen *7V-*.r. ;vis received with all pofiible demonftrations of joy, ami^ 

noared with a triumph, which' was decreed by the ferir* 
both to him and hi:; father, who had begun that war 
grtrat fucccfs. AU the wealth of the Jcivifi nation was if. 
played on this oecafion. To Titus was 1 ikewife decreed i 
triumphal arch, describing bis noble exploits, which COfld. 
n*ics almoft intirc to this day. This triumph was no foowr 
The trm~ over, than / ’cjfaf.an commanded the temple of Janus to be 

pi- of flinty a piofoimj peace now reigning in every part of tk 

f.'ihat eirpirc. Soon after, the temple of Peace was begun, and, 
r»— -i- on its being confer rated four years after, the rich fpo?!$ of 
vcmh the temple of J.rujaUm were deposited there. Titus, brfoit 

tirje. his arrival at R:jk / 9 had been honoured with the titles of 

Ct iftn and L taper or * and alleviated bv bis father in the tii- 
Yr-ar of buhitial power ; fothat beirg, in a manner, his partner ■ 

A 1 '*:. #2*. the cn«pile, be Jitcbarged all the functions of ieVCftigmf, 
i.: t'bi.ji and alio took upon him the command of the pretoriai 
-i. guards, by which means that office became the moftho* 

no:irab!t‘ employment in rhe whole empire. 

rnp.ifs.fM /\fpuJJw now applied hir.fdf to the regulation of the 
applies flare; and iirfl he began with the folditry, who, elated 

to their late victories* now thought every thing lawful t« 

t?.c them, and ran into ail kinds of li«vmioufnefs, lo as to «- 

• jit; !;"or cation heavy complaints ngtinft them. To reform tWe 
ciK* iixte: dilbrdcr.:, he broke feveral of Pfrelii/n's troops, and correct 

ii£here, not (paring # ?rcn thole that bad been moft inf:.> 
mental in his own vkrories. He omitted nothing that coall 
(to reflore the dilcipline of the armies, of whici 
we h;»»'e r.t» inAance in n young officer, who waiting on hit 
to rt-ru^n him thanks for his preferment, and being Mt 
per‘\ened, MjAyia* looked fternly at him, and told him, ft 
i'ttJ - f.v hudpidt §f ga r lic* and immediately took awn 
his comr.;iffiru. He was no lefs fevere with relpeft to tfe 
teamen who were appointed by the public to run from OJm 
and Put nil to Rome ; for, upon their petitioning him to 
hat e fn*TJ2 ovtnordinary allowance above their wages, for 
fitoe-., infK.ul of complying with tbeir requeft, he orderd, 
tuif, for :he future, they Ihovld do their duty without any 
lhoe-j -it all- He took a more than ordinary care in reform¬ 
ing and purging thole two rcfpectable orders the fenato? 
and knigdts, reviewing them very ftrictly; and as they m 
been ©reailv dhnSnifhcd by the late maflacres, and c::tn^ 
Iv corrupted by the depravity of the late reigns, he 
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I 1! fuch as he thought unworthy of their rank, and replaced Vefpajian • 
I hem with more deferring perfons, either Rowans or ro- -v-~ 
I inters* He likcwife ftridtly examined into ah the courts 
I judicature, and reformed them thoroughly, appointing 
Ifnecia! judges to determine fuits which had been many years 

Impending* and to reftorc the lawful owners to what they 
IjJj beenunjuftly difpoflefled of, during the difturbances of 
I the late unhappy times. They were likcwife to determine 
extraordinarily in caufes depending before the centumvirl , 
which were become fo excefiivelv numerous and tedious, 
that a client could feldom hope to live to the end of his fuit; 

Lk? aMo to draw up and digeft a compendium of the laws. 

He was no lefs careful to reftore the ancient buildings of Embel- 
the city, and embellished it with new ones, haftening thefe liihes die 
works as much as pofiiblc, that Rome might recover ncr for- city, 
mer fplcndor \ and if any of the proprietors neglected to 
build within a proper time, which was limited, nc permit¬ 
ted any one that pleafed to take pofieffien of, and go on 
[with, what the other Ihould have done. Hut the rebuilding 
'of the capitol was his chief concern ; for the greater encou- Re-build* 
jragement to which, he hinifelf began the work, carrying the capL- 
wav the firft rubbifti on his own fhoulders, and making the tol. 

nobility follow his example, by which means it was fiiiilhed 
in a Ihort time, more beautiful and magnificent than before. 

He likewife raifed fcvcral new and very (lately edifices, par¬ 
ticularly a magnificent temple to Peacr^ and finished the 
temple of Claudius, which Agrippina had begun, and Xer* 
almoft dcmoli(hed. The temple which he built to Pallas 

ftrpafied every thing that had vet been feen, for the beauty 
of the paintings, carving, ana gilding, the moft excellent 
workmen in the whole world being employed in it. He al- 
fo built a magnificent amphitheatre in the middle of the 
city, the ruins of which remain to this day. He reftored 
three thoufand tables of brafs, and the inferiptions on them, 
which had been defiroyed by the late fires. . Thefe were, in 
fome fort, the regifters of the empire, in which were record¬ 
ed all decrees of the fenate, all ordinances of the people, all 
treaties, alliances, and privileges granted to any perlon, or 
body of men, and all remarkable occurrences from the foun¬ 
dation of the city. 

His cares were not confined to Rome only : numbers of Repairs 
other cities felt the ?ood effects of them, being repaired, eni- t j, tf hi<rh- 

bellifhed, and fortified by his means, with great coft, (kill, wa%s . 0 
and induftry. He alfo built feveral new towers and cities in 
feveral parts of the Roman dominions, and, at prodigious 
expence, repaired the high roads throughout the empire, and 
made that famous one called the Roman way % by piercing 
through vaft mountains. 

The affairs of the provinces were fettled with all the (kill Settles the 
and prudence that a wife and good prince could be. capable province# 
cf. Kc made great alterations in fever «l parts of his Jomi- 

f 3 liiottS) 
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Reduces 


Greece, 
&r„ to 
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nions, in which he often met with much trouble, particu¬ 
larly in the fourth year of his reign, when Antioch;** ^ 
Cmagenc* 2nd his fon Epiphanc.\ were accufed b y 
Partus* governor of Syria* of holding private correfpomicncc 
with Vckgcjes* king of Partbia - Pat?es represented to the 

emperor, that if a fpeedy remedy was not applied, hi? affix? 
might foon come to an open revolt, and give great difrur- 
hancc to the whole Roman empire. Vefpajtan thereupon di¬ 
rected him to proceed as he would think, moft expedient; 
and Pert us* thus authorifed, invaded the province of Cuu- 
~cnc with a conliderable force* He met with little refiftance; 
♦or Autiochm* afraid of exafperating the Romans too muck, 
left his country, and fled with his wife and daughters into 
Cilicia* and his army fubmitted. His two fons, after fomc 


ftruggles, 
taken in 



Partbia 




Pcfbaftan was no looner informed of, than, out of regard to 
their ancient friendfliip, he ordered him to be fet at liberty, 
with leave to remain, if he pleafed, at Lecedamon* where he 
then was, with a revenue, which he allowed him, fuitable 
to his dignity. His kingdom was, however, reduced to 1 
Reman province \ and he and his two foils came afterward! 
to Rome* where they were treated with great refpeft, and 
honourably fupported at the public charge. The following 
year he reduced Greece* which Nero had declared free, too¬ 
ther with Ljcia* Rhodes* Byzantium* Samos* Tor ace* and 
da* to Roman provinces, alledging. That they were m 
capable sf liberty* fine* they only made ufe of tt to undo themjehti 
bt their tnteflinc broils : a charge which Pazfantas feems to 



think well grounded. 

Hd 

ried 


lo* 

aw 


ilcjidiuj PntcHs* a m?n of great clotjucncc, but who 2 
ried in nothing to much as imitating hii father-in-I 
Tbrafca Parr, like him, ipt iking boldly whatever he thought 
rieht, and being immoveable 1 :: wherever he thought con* 
' ducivc tc the public welfare, had been recalled ^^roni exuc 
c ““* hv Gaff.a. and honoured with the pnetorfhip * 


year 



Cr'v 25 CVCr luinu-urw** huh ’J 

a Sim bore it. nil at laft he went fo far as openly to ce.i> 
»rr.tc the birth-day* of Brutus and Cajftrts* and to encourage 
he people to follow their examblc, and attempt the reco¬ 



rd nut to ,n k 

dcvJi* 


Th- 


rr 


hinvrJv tW emperor, wHereupon the fenate fenten- 

erd him ;o death, Hipajuv. would hive faved hm 9 and i™ 

erlorwrf 
the 


to cojmcTrjand the tVecurton, buthis ortie 
Tie In: we find mentioned in hdU> 
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tbf next year, by Vrfpajian and Titus, when. Mm tells us, V e faf b 
kiiJes numbers of very old people, two were found aged 1 J 


439 


^hundred and fifty years each. 




tUMf tO 


into 


eloquence and philofophy, was put to death by Caligula , for 
ufufingto accufe Af. Stlanus.^ His mother, Julia Agricola, 

, in his tender 


ms renaer are. 
He ftudied phi- 


noted for her modefty, brought him up L 
under her own eye, and with great car?. 

Jofophy and law at Marfc!Ues y and learnt the firft rudiments 
of war in Britain , under Suetonius Paulinusy one of the great- 
eft commanders of his age, by whom he was greatly efteemed. 
On his return to Rome, to enter there upon the public offi¬ 
ces, he was firft fent into Afia as quseftor, and behaved with 
remarkable probity. He was afterwards created tribune of 
the people, but remained inactive that year, being well ap¬ 
prized, that, under Nero, floth and heavinefs ferved for wif- 
dom. His behaviour was the fame during his praetorlhip. 
Being afterwards appointed by Galba to furvey the gifts and 
oblauons belonging to the temples, by a diligent Search he 
procured full reftitution of all, except what had been taken 
away by Nero. After VefpaftatC s elevation to the throne, he 
was employed by Mucian to levy forces, and foon after pre¬ 
ferred to the command of the twentieth legion, then in Bri- 
tain, of which province Vcftius Bolanus was then governor ; 
but as he ruled with great mildnefs, Agricola had no oppor¬ 
tunity of diftinguilhing himfelf by any military exploits. 
Bolanus was fucceeded bv Petiiius Certain, a man of a more 
enternrizing genius, under whom Agricola had room to dif- 
play his talents and abilities. Upon nis return from Britain , 


where he had rofe to the command of a legion, Fcfpafian 



»• m uw ena oi tnree years 

lured with the confulihip, during 
ughter to Tacitus the hiftorian, wl 


w which he contracted his 
daughter to Tacitus the hiftorian, who was then very young, 
and gave her to him in marriage, as foon as he had refigned 
the tafees. He was then promoted to the government of 
Britain, for his great exploits in which ifland, we refer to 
the hiftory of that country. 

In the ninth confulihip of Ffpafum, and the feventh of 77 - y^ven- 
ter, Julius Sabinus, who had fiirred up the Gauls, and caufed lura ^ 
ninhelf to be proclaimed Cafar, was at length difeovered, 
and put to death. After his defeat, he had fled to his coun- /• * 

1__ t r . * r- \ 1 • . « . I OlKVit 

lie think he had 
e mean time he 

iy concealed, with bis treafures, which were iinmenfe, in 
»cave, known only to two of his freedmen, on whom he 
could depend. He might cafily have efcaped into Germany* 

out could not prevail upon himfelf t<* forfeke his wife Ep- 


try houfe, and fet it on fire, to make pcop 
penlhed in it. It was believed: but in til 

wv concealed. WitK Kle 


Ff4 


pm 





Ho 


A G 


N E R A 


1 . 


H I S T O R Y 


■ejpaflan. 



doubt of his dea 



his wife, who 
and refoivcd to 

had already begun to abftaiu hom all food, wheii Solh'E 
being informed of it, let her know, by one of his freedrreii' 
the place where he was concealed, warning her, at the fair * 
time, to lupprefs her joy, left it fhould betray him. £tr. 
■nina , accordingly, continued in public to bewail him as be¬ 
fore ; but fecretj.y palled the greeted: part of the night, ard 
fometimes whole weeks with him, under pretence of be¬ 
liefs in the country. She had even two children 


by 


who Avere born end brought i:p in the cave. In this condi¬ 
tion he lived nine years, at the end of which he was tlifo- 
A'ered by feme inquifttive perfons, who, wondering wh: 
Epomna did fo often out of town, and curious to know whi¬ 
ther flic went, watched her t.o the cave. Sabinas was im- 


it 


^ » 

mediately Seized, loaded with chains, and fent to Ron.? 

ivith his wife, who, throwing her.'elf at the emperor’s feet, 
and preferring to him her two children, add relied him in 
thefe words, accompanied with floods of tears : 0 Cm fa r / 


He ard 





ins vote 


ing ac fo moving a fight, but neverthelefs condemned both 
her and her hufband, and can fed them to be executed foot} 


ate pi:, cO Xhc children Avere brought up at the 


cieatri. 



c.\- 


Crrcim 


anil Mr.r- 
( cilUT con- 


pence. Of all the adlions cf Vehafmris reign, this was by 

fur the near difugreeable to the public. 

Shortly after the execution of Sub inns, Alievas Carina. and 

attd that infamous informer Et-rius Marcellas. entered into a 

^ * 

conspiracy agninft the emperor, and drew over great mnn- 


.pure a- i- ers 0 f f}, e pn-etorian guards, Eut one of the conipinuors 


Vviii'U v / • - 
/*• 
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i- re c'i co¬ 
vered and 
put co 
death. 


betrayed the whole to Titus , and even 


denvere 


id to him a 


Veit afio n 

taken ill 


copy of the fpeech Avhich Carina was to make to the foldicrs 
after the a flail:nation, written with his own hand. This 
being Jufneient evidence, Carina was put to death, without 
any farther trial. Marccllus was tried in form, and con¬ 
demned by the fenate, but prevented the execution of the 
fentcnce bv cutting his throat with a razor. 



Jian avss, foon after this, feizrd Avith a pain in Ins 
boAvcls, for which he removed to Cutylia , his paternal effete 
iti the neighbourhood of Rente , where he ufually Avers t eve¬ 
ry fummer to drink the waters of that place, which were re¬ 
markable for their ccoinefs. There he was flized, full with 
a fever, and afterwards Avith a flux, Avhich brought him to 

to deijvair of his recovery, riovv- 

> z- • f i f 


Ioav, that eve;v on 

J J t_ J * ^ t 

ever, he 11 ill attended bulmefs, received ambailadcrs, nmt 


gave audience to his minifters. 
and more faint, he fa id one day to thofc about hnn. 


rinding himfelf grow more 

o o 


Tv- 

t « * - 

J 


thinks I am going to be a god $ alluding to the cuiiom < *< rno 

JiyjUiEJ , 




o 


E \ V O R L D. 


u?cn dw “V 

MlltK 1 !!* it 


r nO uciricu lucii Lin^wun <mci lulji uuacil ; dl 
pproach of death, he cried out, with his ufual n 
't becomes an emperor to die upon bis legs ; but whi 


44 r 

fbojian. 


re- 

hile 



'-r endeavoured to rife, tie expired in the arms of thofe who His death 
ii/d him, in the fixty-ninth year of his age, and after hav- 


• r jr rdgin.-d ten years wanting hx da 
S, proclaimed emperor at Alexandria. 


lix days, from the time he 


| y;i> prociiiinicu ClUjJClUI <XL JJILXUHIU in. 

"providence feemed to have raifed this prince to the empire, and cha- 
en! )nij):)fe to preferve it from utter deftrudtion. Greatnejs racier. 
pi aide fly* fays Piiny, wrought no alteration in him , fave that 
r fmkiKg his power of doing good anfverable to his will. He 
j W 5 th'/’fecond Roman emperor, if not the fir ft, who died a 

i'atiirai death •; and the nrft who was fucceeded by his fon. 

He is faid to have been fo confident, that the empire was de- 
llinet! to him and his posterity by the laws of fate, that he 
tf.ic! the fenate, He was fare he jhould keep the fevercigr.ty to bis 
\ fad, and be fuccccded in it by his two Jons , in Jp'-ght of all plots 
fnl con [piracies. He fcarce ever failed to a flirt at the debates 
and deliberations of the fenate, without aftuming to himfelf 
any authority above the other fenators, whom he frequently 
exhorted to fpeak their fentiments with freedom, telling 
them. That he had called them not blindly to approve his will and 
thpur.y but to receive their connfel , and to truft to , and follow 
/:."He was courteous and affable to all, allowing perfbns of 
every rank to accoft him with freedom, the gates of his pa- 


every ramc to accoit mm witn rrccaom, tne gates or nis pa¬ 
lace being conftantly open. His tendernefs was fuch, that 
he could not behold even the greateft criminals led to execu¬ 
tion, without many fighs and tears. He was fo far from 
concealing the meannels of his birth, that he frequently dif- 
comied of it himfelf, and ufed to deride thofe flatterers who 
undertook to derive his pedigree from the founders of Reate y 
and the companions of Hercules. He defpifed titles, and 


°f 
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% of Parthia having written to him in the haughty ftile of 
Arfaees, king of kings , to Flavius Vefpafian, he, without find¬ 
ing fault with the title, or. refenting it as an affront, directed 
'his anfwer.thus : Flavius Vefpafian to Arfaces, king of kings ; 
fhewing thereby in what contempt he held fuch titles. He 
"vasfo far from taking delight in public honours, that, when 
he triumphed with his fon "litus over the fews, being quite 
Fed with tire length of that ceremony, he was heard to fay, 
nc deferred to fuff'er^for havings at bis age , defred a triumph , 
fjuch an honour had been due to his ancejlors , or hoped for by 
Wtojelf He bore with incredible patience the many lam- 


tonjdf. He bore with incredible patience the many lam¬ 
poons that were difperfed all over the town, reflecting upon 
his avarice. He gave no ear to whifperers, nor ever put any 
one to death, whofe crimes were not plainly proved. Tho* 
feveral confniracies were formed againft him, he could never 


I 

defer ved p 
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they hneiv not ivhat a burden 


emph 


He carried 1 


~^ j ¥ ^ ^ ^ ** 0 • v- VL ^ 

fentimerits fo far, that his friends having one day admonii 
him to beware of Metius Pompofianus , who, faid they, \ V 
born under a conffellation which promifed him the empir 
he immediately named him conful, adding plcafantly, fa 
he is emperor , 1 hope he will remember this good turn , and ream 
it. He'took the daughter of his inveterate enemy, jhtellk 
under his protection, gave her a rich dower, and murrie 
her into a noble family. Private infults and injuries wci 
things he never remembered. 

The only fault with which the ancients have charge 
him is his immoderate love of money, which he was nc 
afhamed to procure by means altogether unworthy of a 
emperor. He not only revived the old taxes which Gall 
had fupprefied, but loaded the provinces with new ones 
bought commodities, that he might fell them again to ad 
vantage ; and defeended to fome very low and uncommoi 
impolts, fuch as laying a tax upon urine, which gave occa- 
fion to his foil Titus to remonfirate to him the mean nth 0 
fuch an impoft ; but he, prefenting to hi:; ion the fir ft mo¬ 
ney that accrued from thence, afked him,^ IVheiber the jwA 
offended him. Neither did he fcruplc the felling of any; of 
jure, nor pardoning a criminal, however enormous his crimes 
were, if he could but raife money enough to redeem him- 

He is faid to have preferred to the 

mod profitable employments fuch of his officers as were 
molt noted for their rapacioufnefs, and to have made ufeof 

them when they were dry, and 

He often drove to 


ifhmcnt 


them as (ponges, wetting 
fnucc'/.ing them when they were wet. 
difguife his avarice by fome humourous joke ; as when cer¬ 
t-tin am b alia dors acquainted him, that their nation had or¬ 
dered a confiderable fum of money to be laid out in creeling 
a iratue to him, and defired to know 


' w 


here he would pler.fe 


ro 
1 


Here is the baft. 


have faid, that he was covetous by nature ; but others ex¬ 
cafe him on account of the urgent neceffifics of the ftaie, 
and the erupt inch; of the exchequer, when he firft came to 



in his favour, that he always employed his revenues to great 


anti Jiohic purposes, unci hud the in out with uncommon gc- 
ncroiity. ‘His public works and edifices^ too were very c» 
peniive ; hi.*, prdents ami puifions profwfe and numerous, 

and his entertainments frequent and niagniucent. He ftp- 
ported u great number oi poor ienators, allowed fivchundrc 
jefterces u year to every decayed confinur* relrored to tncu 

former luifie leverrd mues, winch had been defrayed bv are 

< * 1 • 1 . 1 i . i . J 4 l» O ! m h I ir 


•or eartliquai: •? 


built nqueduUr, and repaired the p ;i y 


rciv 


L. 
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ftdo! an hundred thoufand fefterces upon the profcltors of 
Lto be naid yearly out of the exchequer He invited 


He was likewife a great encourager of learning, and Vefhafu 


hetoric, to be paid yearly out of the exchequer He invited 
Lfyme, and amply rewarded, all fuch as excelled in any 
or fcience. Among thefe, one /killed in mechanics hav- 
“ 0 ft'ered to convey certain columns of a^vaft weight into 



efpajii 


net hinder the 


people f 


m 


lii his reign flouriftied, among other learned men, the hifto- 
•, n Tofcbhus. whom he honoured with a ftatue, the elder 


Jofephus, whom he hono 
and that great orator .9/ 



T 


I 


T 


U 


S. 


j/P S P A S IAN was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Titus, 
who was brought up with Britannicus in the court of Nero, 
and is (aid to have tailed the poifon of which that young 
Prince died at the emperor’s table. From his early years he 
applied himfelf clofely to the ftudy of rhetoric and poetry, 
md made a confiderable progrefs in both. He ferved firft 
in quality of tribune in Germany, and afterwards in Britain , 
mboth which places he gained no iefs reputation by hismo- 
defty, than by his courage. Upon his return from Britain, 
he ’betook himfelf to the bar, and pleaded fome c.aufes of 
great importance with uncommon applaufe. He married, 
while yet very young, Arricidia Tertulla , whofe father was 
only a Reman knight, but had been captain of the praetorian 


Titus. 



His rife 


guards. Upon her death, he married Marcia Furmlla , des¬ 
cended of an illuftrious family, but divorced her, after hav¬ 
ing by her a daughter, named Julia Sabina. After his quref- 
tor-hip he was advanced to the command of a legion, and 
attended his father into Judaea, in quality of his lieutenant, 
in which poft he diflinguifhed himfelf in a very eminent 
manner, and was the means of bringing about a reconcilia¬ 
tion between Vefbafum and Mucian. to which the former af- 


Hi 


ex- 


tion between Vefpaftan and Mucian, to which the former af¬ 
terwards owed, in a great mcafure, the empire. His ex¬ 
ploits during the war again!! the Jews being particularly- 
related in the hi {lory of that people, need not be repeated 
here. 

Suetonius tells uc, that, while his father lived, he was 
proud, cruel, and covetous, and that when any gave him 
the lead u mb rape, he even hired people to demand their 


His cha¬ 
racter be¬ 
fore he 


doom, cither in the theatre, or the camp of the praetorians, came to 
and then condemned them without farther trial. In admi- the cm* 

milling juflicc, continues that author, he was eafily byafied pire. 

by 
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Titus'. bv prefeats ; ibid employments of great truft, without >1 
-— 1 knowledge of his father, and abandoned himf'elf to debar; 

ery ami riot ; infomuch, that fcare any man ever came'i 
the empire with a more iuilicd reputation, or more tivtcf> 
by the people. 

Rut all thefe imputations turned to his prsife and advar. 
tage foon after his accefiion to the thromc, no prince havin 
ever governed hetrer. He then dif milled the beautiful R 


He rtif- 


iruifts Be- rente ?, who hail followed him to IZonn 


V' 


ilh hti 


I* * L ' 


ran ce 7 


though h 


iiW 


vv 


l^ul 


pi 


man. 


Judaea, and, 

fionatciy fond of her, obliged her even to h ave Italy, out o 
pure compiaifance to the lenate and people, who were dif 
fed to fee their emperor captivated by a foreign w 0 . 
Though his brother Domitum railed great «.]iu Ut \ 
bances in the city, by pretending that their father Ivvi ! ?' 
him partner in the empire, but that bis will 
falfified ; yet he could not prevail upon himfelf eitbei 
to punifh or banifh him, but, on the contrary, trtiiLi 
him as his eollegue in the empire ; coir.uring him often in 
private, with tears in his eyes, not to hate a brother who 


h.u! leer, 


ioi r ed him fincerclv, and was wiilimr to a 


How him a cue 


Confirms fhare in the 


ail 


the 


edicl, all the 


adminiftration. He confirmed, by one general 
■i i ifts of his predcceflors, He could never be 

O __ t - i • • 


grants of prevailed upon to fend away any one that applied to him, 
ibis prrde- <Ji Satisfied, or without feme hopes of fuccefs ; whereapen, 
cedors. brMn«T trilri Kir foiv.r* nf bis friends, that he nromiled more 


being told by fome of his friends, that he promiled more 

than he could well perform, he replied, 'that vomnn jhu!i 

His dr lire of 


a vrir.ee. 


iepart dtjjliilsfu',1from the prefcnce^ rf 
doing good was fo great, that being told, one night, that he 

had not granted any one a favour that day, he expvefld bis 
regret with that memorable faying. My friends, I have hit a 

_ u _ ^ y - . • ^ i r \ • y 


His feve- 
ritv a- 


day . He completed the •*' formation of many abufes which 
had not been thoroughly remedied in his father’s reign, m- 
tircly abrogating the law of lele-majefly, which the accuiers 
had made inch a handle of, to work the ruin of in no; cat 
perfons, and proceeding again (I that infamous tribe within* 
flexible feverity, caufmg them to be publicly whipped, ex- 


gainft the pofed to the infults of the populace l 
iiiformeis. and then to he cirher fold for flaves. 


in all the public pieces 
or banifhed to defat 

till he had utterly extirpated them. His eoir.jflai 
fance to the people was fuch, that, intending to give a n 

^ « 4 f 1 P I 1 1 it. . i I. i. .'t / 1 




of gladiators, he fignified by a proclamation, that he 
them to regulate it, for that it fhould be exhibited accoulmj 
to their tafte, and not his own. He allowed free acccfs to 
him even while he was bathing, and received all with great 
Rabbity and condefcenflon, and yet to as to maintain tnc 
dignity of his rank. He never coveted the property of an¬ 
other: nav, he often refufed even the ufual 


prefent 


* ’ j > 


m 


fuch contributions as were due to him ; though no empoor 
was ever more generous than he, nor expended larger In® 

- - He wjs 


ATI I # 4 * 

I'tii tl V. V 


bounties, and public flic\vs and works* 


♦ 


! t fU 



OF THE WORLD. 


445 


Tit 


us. 



0 t lefs active than his father in repairing the ancient build— 
er ecting new or.es, and taking care of the high roads. 

Aia'rhe had dedicated the famous amphitheatre, the Hat el y 
rrins of which are Hill to be feen, and finiihed with incre- 
(jiMe expedition the baths dole to it, he entertained the 
neor.le, at an immenfe expence, with a naval battle in the 
pVi 'Knutmchia^ caitfed five thoufand wild beads of various 
Ju;k!s to be baited, and entertained the people with a vaft 

variety of magniheent (hews and feafts for an hundred days 

♦ 

toiretii^r. 

h'i:, whole conduct was fo mild and merciful, that he ne- Mis mild- 
ver would receive any accufation againft fuch as abufedhim ; 

(hat while he did nothing worthy cenfure, he did 
card calumnies. He was fo tender of the lives of his fub- 

5 \ « i i 1 .1 A' r i • i 


nefs and 
not re- clemency. 




Ikul \ and from that time he never was acceifary to 
dearii of any man, though he might feveral times have ex¬ 
ert'd a juft revenge : but, however provoked, he fpared the 
Ciiminals, declaring. That he had rather die himfelf than put 
mibcr to death. Of this great clemency he gave a remarlc- 
ahkinftan.ee. Two patricians being convicted of conlpi- 
ring againft him, he freely forgave them, and only admo- 
nitiied them in private, telling them. That as the empire vjas 
' r '' ’ for them to think of obtaining it 


the f ft of de/liny , it was in vain for ; 
h (i>i)' villainy ; that they had better 
which Provideuce had allotted them ; , 


fail sf. 


and that he would be glad to 
fvi them in any thinq elfe that was in his power to grant . At 
the dime time he difpatchcd a meflenger to the mother of one 
of them, who was at a great diftance, to let her know that 
her fon was alive and out of danger. He then invited them 
both to fup with him that night; and the next day, placing 
them by him at a fhew of the gladiators, when the weapons of 
the combatants were prefented to him, according to cuflom. 


he defired them to furvey them. 


a dreadful eruption of Mount Dreadful 


Fcfu vius defolated Campania , laying wafte the country to a 
great diftance, and deftroying feveral cities with their inha¬ 
bitants; among the reft, Pompeii and Her calanum \ the ruins 
ol which laft have been lately difeovered. Putecli and Cum or 
were alfo greatly damaged. Such was the violence of this 
eruption, that, the ancients affure us, that the burning afhes 
that were thrown out of the mountain reached Africa fEgypt , 
:iu Syria ; and were fo thick at Rome , as to darken the air, 


eruption 

of Mount 
Viju-vius . 


imi_ turn the day into night. Th 
Jt M: fnimn ^ where he common do 

A M 


The cider Pliny , who was then 
"id the fleet riding there, ca- 
vnv to know the caufe of this phenomenon, went imme- 

on board one of the gallies, and failed towards Mount 
tic purfued his couixb, iJioujrh ftones, aihes. and 


♦ 

O q rf! \ 
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Death of 
the elder 
Pln,y. 


earth, began already to fhower down upon his fln'n a 4 
reached Stabiee, between Pompeii and Surrentum , where* th’ 

the inhabitants had all abandoned the place, he paired th°» 
night, the better to obferve, during the darknefs, themouir 
tain, which Teemed all on a blaze. The fame night, a dread 
ful earthquake happened at 5tables ; and fuch quantities of 
ftones fell, that Pliny would have put to Tea again, had he 


not been prevented by contrary winds. The fire approach 
ing, he attempted to lave himfelf by flight; but, thoughf up ' 


cknefs 


J - 

Tulphur. 


Tit us re- 


The following year, Titus gave many remarkable inftances 
pairs the of his humanity and goodnature ; in repairing, at his own' 
damages expence, the lodes which Campania had fuffered by the crup. 
done by tion of Mount Vefuroius , fending into that country two con- 
the erup- fulars, to fee the cities which had been deftroyed rebuilt at 
tion, his expence ; and going thither fhortly after himfelf, and 

diftributing immenle lums among the unhappy fufferers. 


While 


in 


Camp 


a dreadful fire broke out in 


Rome , which Lifted three days and as many nights, and re- 

7 .1 1 M »♦ l 1 t.. 


allies 


firft 


of Pornpey 


O -- J 

of Augujh 


J UJt 

Upon the 


publicly declared, that the whole lofs Ihould fall upon him. 
and by a He was as good as his word : for, though many cities and fo- 
fire at reign provinces offered to bear their Ihare in the expence, h« 
Rome. would not accept of any affiftance, but chofc rather to fell 

even the ornaments and furniture of his own palaces, to de¬ 
fray the vaft expence of rebuilding the temples, public edi¬ 
fices, and houfes of private men. 

A plague This conflagration was followed by the moft dreadful pefti- 


A plague This conflagration was followed by the moft dreadful pelli- 
at Rune. Jence that had ever raged in Rome ; thought to have been 

occafioned by the alhes of Mount Vejuvins , which had co¬ 
vered the country to a great diftance. Titus left no remedy 
unattempted to abate the malignity of the diftemper, exert¬ 
ing all the care of a good prince, all the tendernels of a fa¬ 
ther ; comforting the people with his edicts, and relieving 

them with h io bounties. 

La ft year, Titus had affumed the title of emperor, with 

the ufual folemnity, on account of the advantages which the 

brave Ayneohi had gained during his fecond campaign in Bri¬ 
tain : and now the lenate, out of a real fenfe of gratitude, 
conferred new honours upon him. What they were, we are 
not told ; but the good emperor did not live to enjoy them 
Suetonius tells us, that he exhibited fhews, during which he 
filed many tears in the prefence of the multitude, and retired 
as loon as thev were over into the country of the Sabines The 
firft night he fay out of Rome , he was feized with a violent 
fever; but continued hi$ journey in a litter, being defirousto 
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his days in the fame houfe where his father died. He Titus. 
chcd it with much difficulty, and died there foon after his 
arrival, in the forty-firfl year of his age, after having reigned 
two years, two months, and twenty days. Philojlratus fays, Thedeath 
that he was poi foiled by his brother Domitian: but Plutarch of Tit us. 
afcribes his death to the immoderate ufe of baths. He far ex¬ 
celled all his predeceffors, and was equalled by few of his Rome9,7,1. 

He knew no advantage in being higher than o tChrijl 

others, but that of being able to do the more good. He was 


Year of 


fucceffors. 


Si. 


aftranger to pride and oflentation, and behaved with fuch 
paternal tendernefs to all his fubje&s, that he was delervedly His cha- 

Silcd, The Delight of Mankind. rafter. 
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TITUS was fucceeded by his brother Domitian , who, Domitian 
notwithftanding the bad opinion which many already had of acknow- 
him, was immediately acknowledged emperor, without the ledged 
leaf! oppofition. The beginning of his reign feemed to pro- emperor, 
mile happinefs to his people, whofe love he ftudied to gain, 
bydifeuifing his vices, and affecting the oppolite virtues. He The be- 
then mewed fuch an abhorrence to every kind of cruelty, 
that he was once going to forbid the facrificing of every living of his 
creature. He was fo far from betraying any inclination to reign pro¬ 
avarice, that he gave inflances of a temper truly magnifi- mifing. 
cent, prefenting his officers and miniflers with large fums to 
fet them above the temptation of doing mean things. He 
refufed to accept of any inheritances left him by perfons who 
had children; forgave all debts due to the Exchequer that 
were above five years (landing; forbad all the officers of the 
Treafury to fue any one for debts that were not quite clear 
and undoubted ; confirmed, by one general edi£l, all the 
grants of his predeccfl'ors ; encreafed the pay of the foldiers ; 
and finifhed, at avaft expence, all the public buildings which His vafi 
had been begun by Titus. Plutarch tells us, that he expended expence 
above twelve thoufand talents only in the gilding of the ca- j n build- 
pitol; and that every part of his own palace was flill much i n g- 
more magnificent than that (lately temple. To the ancient 

edifices which he repaired or rebuilt, he added an incredible 
number of new ones. 

He was affiduous and unbiaffed in the adminiflration of 
luftice ; punifhed, with the utmofl feverity, fuch judges as 
were accufed of having received bribes ; and kept the magi- 
Itrates of the city, as well as the governors of the provinces, 
n fuch awe, that they never behaved with fo much modefly 
15 in his time. Though he was never known to perufe a 

book 
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Domitian book after his accefiion to the empire, except the merrity - 

‘ which Tiberius left, yet he repaired the libraries which had 
been burnt in the lafl fires, and even lent perfons to Alexar 
dria to procure copies of fuch books as had perifhed in the 
flames. He made feveral good laws: fuch as, prohibiting 

all fcaudalous writings j making adultery a capital crime, and 

reftraining the debaucheries of the people : all which wer 
received with great applaufe. But lus putting to death, 
wards the end of the firfc, or in the beginning of the fecond 
He puts vear of his reign, his own coufin Flavius Sabinas. for »’ 
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crime, but becaule the public crier had, by miflake, inideld 
Sabinas to of conful, proclaimed him emperor, in the afiembly of the 
death. people, filled the city with univerfal terror. Sabinas hd 

married Julia , the daughter of the emperor Titus ; and that 
we are told, was the fource of Domitian s jealoufy. ’ 
His mock In the fecond year of his reign he undertook an expedition 
expediti- again/! the Caiti, the moft warlike nation in all Gnnm\, 
on againft He attacked them without the leaf! provocation, and whiV 


the Catti. they were quite unprepared for war : laid wa/be part of the 

country, took a few peaiants prifoners, and then, upon ad¬ 
vice that the enemy were ajTcmbling their foiees, haffened 
For which back to Rome , where the fenate decreed him a triumph for 
he t: i- his pretended victory. From this time he conftanrly wort 
umpiis. the triumphal robe in the fenate, and upon all public occa- 

On this account, he promifed to increaie the pay of 

but not having wherewithal to do it, anti at 


cons, 
the foldiers : 
tire fame 

betr 


fame time funp!y his ocher extravagances, he foon after 
>ok himfelf to nii manner of rapine and violence, 
in the mean time A^ricola lent Domitian a plain and model! 
account of his having intirely reduced Britain. The 

• i • • l ^ i* • • 1 • A 


Is jealous peror received it With (eeming joy, but real anguifh; being 
o Ugricola (rung to the very heart with the thought of a fubje&k. having 
and recalls eclipfed his own boafited glory. However, difienihling his 

rancour, he made the fenate decree triumphal ornaments to 
shn icola , and a ftatue crowned with laurel ; heightening theft 
honours with many exprefiions of great efteem : but at the 

rfoived to recall him : and, that this 


him. 


fame time he re 


nugnt not 


be imputed to jealoufy or envy, he caufcd a report to be 
fpread, that he intendeded to give him the government of 
Syria, then vacant, and always referred for perfons of high 


rank. 


Son 


fay, that Domitian actually difpatched one of 
his freedmen with the infbrument by which Agricola was ap¬ 
pointed to that high poll; but that meeting him as he wa» 
crofiing the channel, he returned back without fpcaking to 
him. Whether or not this be true, is uncertain ; but Ayn- 
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him 


from other men, and to bury in retirement thofe virtues Domitian 

... i • i • r i n. ii.i 


fhould 



man 


nation, being driven from his dominions by the Catti, be- Refufes tcs 
cnufe he had Submitted to the Romans , and given them ho- affift the 
ihres, had recourfe to Domitian for afllftance. But the em- ChsruJ'ri, 
-isror n°t caring to engage in a war with that fierce nation, 
contented himfeif with fending his friend and ally a fum of 
money inftead of troop's, which, he faid, he could not well 
{pare at that time. The next year, the Sarmatians and Sue- 
ylan ; entered into an alliance againft the Romans , who loft 

7i /r r i r% • i 




the 


Mafia , Da 


eie 


wars have not been tranlmitted to us. We only know, by 
fome medals which have reached us, that Domitian went 
upon fome expedition, for which he triumphed this year. 

On his return to Rome, he abandoned himfclf to all man¬ 
ner of cruelty, and put to death feveral illuftrious perfons, Puts mV 
becaufc certain aftrologers* whom.he confulted, told him, nyperfons 
they were defined to the empire. Mcfius Pompofianus, againft of diftinc- 
vvhom fomc defigning perfons had endeavoured in vain to ftir tion to 


Domitiar 


Livicns 


up the emperor Vrfpajian , was, on this occafion, banifhed to 
the ill and of Corjica , where, he was foon after put to death 
by Domitian 1 s order. Nerva, who fucceeded him in the em¬ 
pire, would have fuffered the fame doom, had not fomebody 
allured Domitian , that he had no reafon to fear him, for that he 
could not live many days. Multitudes of fenators and knights 
were this year accused of treafon, and either fentenced to 
death by the fenate, or ordered by Domitian to difpatch them¬ 
selves. Of thefe the moll illuftrious was Mlius La?na, whom 
hecaufed to be publicly executed only for a jeft. 
who had taken away his wife, commending one day his 
voice, Lama anfwered. Yet, alas! Imuftbejilen 
Circalis was murdered curing his proconfulfhip of Afia, un¬ 
der pretence of his intending to raifie difturbances in the 
Hate; but, in reality, becaufe he had accepted of that go¬ 
vernment when it fell to him by lot. Agricola, warned by 
this, when' either the proconfulfhip of Afa, or that of Africa , 
mult have fallen to him by lot, prefented a petition to the 
emperor, begging to be excufed from being a candidate to 
either. Domitian not only granted his requeft, but even re¬ 
ceived his formal thanks for that great favour. Salvius Coc- 
Aanits was put to death for celebrating the birth-day of the 
emperor Otho , who was his uncle by the father’s fide : Sal- 
luffius Lucitllus, who fucceeded Agricola in the government of 
Britain , for fuffering a new kind of lances to be called by his 


death 



, . .. ..... vi^waitned againft tyranny 
the proldfors of philofoohy were driven into exile •, and, that 
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Domitian nothing which was worthy or honeir might any where be 

feen, fays Tacitus , a new kind of cruelty was exerted; the 
works of men of genius being burnt publicly in the /«, 
rum. In ftiort, fuch was the melancholy ftate of Rome, that 
every thing gave the jealous tyrant fear or oftence; and both 
were fure of being punilhed with death. 

Abandons In the beginning of his reign, he treated informers with 
himfelf to great feverity, and folemnly declared that he would never 
all man- give ear to them : but now he encouraged them more than 
ner of any other prince had done ; their perfons were declared fa- 

lewdnefs, cred; and the more they were detefted by the public, the 

’ ‘ * 1 - In the midft of 


avarice. 


cberifhed 


tion. 
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andextor- his cruelties, he abandoned himfelf to all manner of lewdnefs 

and debauchery, equalling, in that refpett, the moil infa¬ 
mous of his predeceflors. His avarice was equal to his lewd¬ 
nefs and cruelty, pra£lifing every fort of rapine and extortion, 
and confifeating the eftates of the wealthy upon the flighteft 
pretence. He feized upon the efte&s even of perfons he had 
never known, if he could but find any one witnefs to depofe, 
That he had heard the deceafed fay. That Csefar was his heir. 
By thefe means he reduced to beggary the moll opulent per¬ 
fons in Rome, Italy , and all the provinces of the Roman em¬ 
pire, The heavy tributes, and the rigour with which they 
were exa&ed, occafioned great diforders, and frequent revolts 

^ ^ ^ ^ 1. 'X T"__ 


arms 


Nafi 

* of Africa, no longer able to bear the loac 
this year, defeated Flaccus, governor of 


Numitlia, 


- - i r V * i 

ftormed his camp, and put great numbers of his men to the 
fword. But Flaccus rallying his troops, fell unexpectedly 
upon them, while they were intoxicated with the wine they 
had found in the Roman camp, and cut them all oft to a mnn. 
Domitian , elated with this vi&ory, bragged in the fenate, 
Thai he had cut of the whole nation of the Nafamonians: for he 
always aferibed to himfelf the advantages gained by his offi¬ 
cers : but to others every mifearriage, even though occafioned 

* ~ r *-*- — J — This u o niliirtiPii 


ft 


AfTumes the tide of Lord , and that of God; not being afhamed, in 
the titles dictating an ordinance to one of his fecretaries, to begin it 

of Lord thus 
and God. wife enabled. 



nr Lord and God orders and commands , &c. He like- 


fhould 


Will- '-liawieu) ^-I- J - 1 _ - . - * ! 

forbid any one from that time ever to addrefs him by any otner 
name than that of Lord and God. Temple - - J 


facrifices 


Inditution 


divinity. 


Domitian 


Capitoline fports, or games, fo much lpoken or by tnewmeis 

of thofe days; according to whom, they were to be cele- 

' • • - * ’of four years com- 

As tiiey were ex- 


p do line 

games. brated, as the Olympic games, ar uie tuu 
Year of plcte, and in the beginning of the fifth. 


f "Jupiter Cap 
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at them in perfon, attended by the prieft of Jupiter and the Dothitian 
college of the Flavian priefts. 

f he war with the Dacians , the moft bloody and dangerous 
of any in Donation's reign, happened about this time. This dan war. 
warlike nation then inhabited the countries now called Mol- 
Iwio, Valachia, and Tranfyhania. They were not only men 
of great ftrength, but of equal courage; defpifing death, 
which they looked upon as tne end of a tranlitory, and the 
beginning of an happy and lafting life. _ This doctrine they 
hall learned of the philofopher Zamolxis , whom fome fup- 
pofe to have been the difciple of Pythagoras ; others, to have 
lived long before his time. Duras , who ruled them, by a 
moderation which hardly can be matched in hiftory, volun¬ 
tarily refigned the fovereignty to Decebalus , becaufe he 
thought him better qualified than himfelf for fo great a truft. 

The particulars of the war are not known, otherwife than by 
an account we find of it in Jomandes ; according to whom, 
the Dacians , dreading the effects of the emperor’s avarice, 
broke their alliance with the Romans , eroded the Danube , 
drove away the troops ftationed on the banks of that river, 
fell upon Oppius Sabinus , governor of Mtsjia, defeated and 
killed him, and feized all the forts and caftles of the Romans 
in their neighbourhood. Hereupon Domitian , having raided 
a formidable army, marched himfelf at the head of it into II- 
kicum. Upon his approach, Decebalus fent ambaffadors to 
him, offering to put an end to the war, and renew the for¬ 
mer treaties : but Domittan , inftead of returning any anfwer, 
ordered the flower of his forces to advance againft the Da¬ 


mns , under the command of Cornelius Fufcus , who was de- The Ro- 
feated with prodigious (laughter, and himfelf killed, with the mans de- 
lofs of an eagle, a great quantity of arms, all the engines of feated, 
war, and a vaft number of captives. The news of this de¬ 
feat alarmed Domitian , who was already returned to Rome , 
where he made as dreadful havock of the fenate and people, 
as the Dacians had done of the foldiery. He thereupon left 
Rme a lecond time, giving out, that he would head the army 
in perfon: but he flopped in the city of Mccfia, and fent 
his generals againft the enemy. Manv bloody battles were The Da- 
fought with various fuccefs : but at lair, the fortune of the 
Romans prevailing, Decebalus was forced to fue for peace. 

Dcmitian refufed to grant it upon any terms : but, inftead of great 
purfuing the yvar with vigour, and forcing him, as he might overthrow 
eafily have done, to fubmit at diferetion, he turned his arms 
againft the Spuadi and Marcomani , bccaufe they had not fent 
him fuccours during the war with the Dacians. Thefe two 
nations, though famous for their ftrength and valour, un¬ 
willing to fufter the calamities of an unneceflary war, fent 
deputies to the emperor, begging him to foibear hoftilities, 
which thay were not confcious of having deferved. But-D#- 
witian , inftead of liftening to their entreaties, caufed their 
ambalfadors to be murdered ; which fo provoked thofe war- 


cians re¬ 
ceive a 
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Domitian like people, that, collecting all their youth, they took th 

held, engaged Domitian , and put him to flight. Domitia 
then, as abject as he had been haughty before, fent to D,\\ 
. Domitian , bolus, with offers of peace upon very advantageous terms 
defeated which the Dacian, whofe army had been great)y weakened 


Don 


arge 


♦ 1 


niy con 
eludes a 


of money, and a great number of workmen and artificers o 
all profeflions ; and likewife engaged to pay him yearly 
llianieful certain fum, which was lent punctually till the reign of 'lire 
peace with ]an ; when that prince, afitanted that the Romans Clout 
the Dad- be tributaries to anyone, refilled to pay it; faying, T/.w/Dc 

cebalus had never conquered him. Upon the conclulion of thi 
opprobrious peace, Dsmitian wrote to the lenate, tellin 
them. That be bad at length forced the Dacians to fubmii to 


ans. 


ii 


D 


^ -- I --**-•"* till 

...__ ■ cebalus, with a letter written to him bj 

that prince, or rather, as was generally believed, feigned h\ 
him (elf, wherein the Dacian owned himfelf conquered, ar.c 
no longer able to withffand fo brave a commander as Dm.:. 
For which nan. 'I'he lenate thereupon decreed him a triumph, which 
he tri- he enjoyed upon his return ; triumphing at the lame time 

« J • r 1 l. . 1_ _ 1 .. . _ I* A „ 


umphs 


Dai 
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of whom he had purchaled peace at 
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expence of an annual tribute ; and over the djhuidi 
ccmani, by whom he had been utterly defeated and driven 

he celebrated the fecular gen 


field. After thi 


s. 


“ll 

iK 


s 


The revolt 


with great pomp and magnificence. 

1 r •. • 1 

i-%^.»f- tmn i*c ortpr Jj'.iyntmn 


Unius, 


of L. An expedition, L. Antonins, governor of Upper Germany, where 

he had two legions under his command, being provoked with 
the tyrannical conduit of the emperor, and depending upon 
the fidelity and affection of his foldiers, alTumed the imperial 
title, and was acknowledged emperor, not only by his own 
foldiers, but by molt of the German nations, who promised 
him powerful luccours, not out of efteem for him, but thro 
hatred to Domitian. The news of this revolt no looncr reached 


Rwu\ man u own nun uaucutu w i u iYivm n? 

him the praetorian bands, the flower o t all the troops ifica 

• . 1 ii 1 * J 71. 


than Domitian 


Italy , all the icnators. 


and greatett part of the fft.v.v? 


knights, even fuch as had abfented thcmfelvcs from the city, 
aiuflcd a retired life, haftening to join him on this occufwn. 


fhould 

their empei 
coff them their lives. 


if danger: a charge which wo 
However, he had not proce 


- -w 

eded 


• % 


on his march, when he received an account of ll 


tota 


in 


1m 


/f V 

wboisde- throw of L. Antonins , whofe army was entirely cut on, a : 

‘ ‘ * T Maximus , who, after this va.' 


killed. prudently burnt all 


that the mv; 


frilled and lie himfelf flain, by L 

all Antonins s papers, 

niight not take occafion from them to renew Ins cut- 
Bui this precaution availed little with the biood-tau. 
rant- who made ffrict fearcli after An ton ids'6 accompli— 
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f Ut to the moil cruel torture perform of all ranks and condi- D 
upon the leail lufpicion of their having been privy to 
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the cenfpiracy, or even upon the flighted intimation of their 
having been at all intimate with Antonins . On this occafion, 
aJI thofe whofe birth or virtues gave him the leaf! umbrage, 
were executed or bam"(bed, and their eftates feized. From 
this time, Domitian could not fuffer two legions to be quar- 
tereJ in the fame camp during the winter, but kept them • 
all at forae diftance from each other. This year a fecond A fecond 
counterfeit Nero appeared in Afia , and had recourfe to the counter- 
king of Part hi a, who furnifhed him with troops, and feemed felt Nero 
inclined to quarrel with the Romans on his account, but was appears, 
at laft prevailed upon by Domitian to deliver him up to the 
governor of Syria, by whom he was put to death. 

‘ The next year, Domitian took the title of emperor three 
times; but for what exploits we know not: probably for ex¬ 
peditions as glorious as thofe again ft the Dacians , ghwdi, and 
Marcmani . The following year afforded nothing remarka¬ 
ble : but the year after that, M. Vlpius Trajan us, who fuc- 
cccded Nerya in the empire, and Aciliiis Glahria , being con- 
fu!s, Domitian obliged this laft, who was a man of great 
ftrength and activity, to fight in the arena a huge lion, whom 
he overcame and killed. The applaufe of the people on 
this occafion roufed the jealoufy of the emperor, who there¬ 
upon, under pretence of fomc crime or other, banifhed Aci- 
h and foon after caufed him to be murdered in the place of The con- 
his exile. After this, he treated the people with a great many fw\Gla/»N 
Ihevvs, the moft magnificent that had ever yet been feen. us JdUt 
In a raft lake, dug on purpofe, near the Tiber , a fea-fight put to 
v.-as repre.ented, with luch numbers of fhips as amounted to death, 
complete fleets. In the combats of gladiators, not only men, 
hot alfo women, and feme of them of quality, entered the 
liiis; and in the amphitheatre, two battles were exhibited, 
the one of horfe, and the other of foot; which fo pleated the 
populace, that, forgetting at once all his cruelties, they be- 
Lowed higher encomiums upon him than they had ever eiven 
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Dom 


one or 


.mb year of his age, the celebrated Agricola : WJ ttJV . 

greateff commanders, and beft citizens, tliat Rome ever had. la. 
nis ceath was defervedly lamented as a public misfortune ; 
wd what heightened the general concern, was, a fufpicion 
of ins haying been poifoncd by Domitian ! s order. His fon-in- 


thc of Aericc- 


from the tenor of Domitian 
great reafon to fufpedt it. 


there 
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gov 



an 


country 
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» Sem:no were appointed bv the accufer, 
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Domitian fenate to plead the caufe of the Bi hynians ; which they did f c 

effe&ually, that Babius was condemned, and the conful- 
were ordered to fcizehis eftate and effects, But other bull- 
nefs intervening, and the execution of the fentence being 
thereby delayed from day to day, Senecio, fearing leak tk 
delinquent fhould fecrete part of his goods, begged Pli>, } < to 

join him in applying for immediate execution of the fentence, 

Accordingly, they went both together to the confuls, -/here 
they found Babius , who, upon hearing their bufinels, was 
fo provoked, that he immediately charged Senecio with trea- 
Firmnefs fon, and fummoned him before the emperor. The very 

name of treafon ftruck the whole aflembly with terror: but 
Plinv-i without betraying the leaft fear, told Babins , be was 

^ /• 1 I* 1 ... a ^ 1 A -L ^ /i /if //i«>rvutM A.. 


of the 
younger 

Pliny. 



ifo charge him with the jame crime , for fear 
efpeft to him , Jhoidd induce the peo' 1 
m t atted againjl him with as much zeal 
that he poiild be forry any one jhculd entertain fo bad an opinion of 

Domitian , now more cruel, if pofiible, than he had ever 
been, began to put in execution the defign he had long fince 
formed, of utterly extirpating the fenate, and deftroying 

£ycj*y of family or virtue* Thu ijlund^ fays lOtitu dc- 
feribing thefe unhappy times, were peopled with exiles-, tin 
rocks contaminated with blood: but more horrid Jiill were the «. 
vaves of cruelty at Rome. It was treafonable, to be noble; 
capital, to be rich ; criminal, to have borne honours; un¬ 
pardonable, to have declined them ; and the reward of worth 
and virtue was quick and inevitable deftru£tion. Nor were 
the iniquities of the informer more Blocking than the great- 
nefs of their rewards ; for to fome were given, as the fpoils 
of the ftate, the dignity of pontiff, and that of conlul; 
others were appointed governors of provinces; and others 
were made prime-minifters and confidents at home. Lon- 
trouling and confounding all things, they exerted their ter¬ 
rors, and reeked their vengeance, in every nation, olaves 
were fuborned againft their mailers, freedmen againlt theirpa- 
trons, and fuch as had no enemies were betrayed and undone 
by their friends. Among the number of llluftrious perlons 

, , put to death at this time, Tacitus reckons, Hehtdius, Rup 

Helm dim, and Senecio. Hclvidius , who was of confular rank, was 

Rupcus, accu f ec } 0 f treafon, in having wrote a poem wherein he was 
zndSeaecio fa jj to have re flected on the emperor. The moment he ap- 

nat Tn neared to plead his caufe before the fenate, Publmus 

one of the judges, feized him, with the affiftance of lome 

other fenators, and, without allowing hirn to fpeak, ragg e 

him to prifon, where he was executed. Rupcus and a «■ 
r ^ ' Tr having written in praife of Thrafea and Helm 

Senecio had wrote a life of this laft, at the requttt 

■ *■ 1 jt ? was, wita 


put to 
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banifhed to a defert ifland ; to which (he carried with her, Domitian 
as her only comfort, the book which had been the caufe of ■y 
her misfortunes, though it was declared capital to read or 
keep it. Domitian , not fatisfied with the death of thefe great 
mcn> ordered their writings to be burnt ; as if \ fays Tacitus , 
he could thereby have defrayed the ideas and memory of mankind. 

Pompenia Gratilla , the wife of Ruficus , and Junius Mauri cus, 

his brother, were likewife banilhed; and one Hermogenes , 

of Turf us, was put to death for having fpoken difrefpe&fully 

of the emperor, under borrowed names, in a hiftory which he 

publifhed ; all who were concerned in tranferibing or felling 

of which, were condemned to be crucified. After this, and All philo- 

chiefly out of hatred to Rujlicus , who profefied the philofo- fophers 

phy of the ftoics, a decree was iffued whereby all philofo- banilhed. 

phers were banilhed from Rome , and every laudable fcience 

expelled Italy. The famous Epidietus, Lucius Telefmus , Ar - 

tmidorus , and feveral others, were, in confequence of this 

order, obliged to leave the city. This laft had contracted 

great debts, but for laudable purpofes, fays Pliny, who fup- 

plied him with money to dilcharge them, when his other 

triends, who were much richer, abandoned him in his di- 

firefs. The philofopher would afterwards have reimburfed 

Pliny ; but he generoufly made him a prefent of the debt. 

Pliny went frequently to fee him in the place of his retire¬ 
ment, though he knew that he expofed himfelf thereby to 
great danger, efpecially as he was at that time praetor: and, 
in fa&, had not Domitian been cut off foon after, he would 
probably have undergone the fame fate which moft of his 
friends had fuffered ; a memorial being found among the em¬ 
peror’s papers, after his death, drawn up by the famous in¬ 
former Metius Car us, agajnft Pliny. 

The famous Apollonius Tyaneus , is faid to have come to Apollonius 
Rome in this persecution, and there to have contracted a Tyaneus 
ftriCt friendfhip with Nerva , Rufus , and Salvidienus Orftus 9 encou- 
whomhe folicited to confpire againft Domitian , and to deliver rages a 
the world from fo bloody a tyrant. The confpiracy was ac- confpiracy 
tually formed, but the execution of it put off for want of againft 
courage in the eonfpirators : and in the mean time, the em- Domitian , 
peror, fufpeCting their defign, accufed them of treafon before 
the fenate. The charge was not proved ; but neverthelefs 
Rufus and Orfitus were banilhed to the iflands, and Nerva to 
the city of Tarentum. Orfitus was foon after put to death in 
the place of his exile : what became of Rufus we know not; 
but Nerva’$ life was fpared, becaufe another aftrologer affured 
Domitian that he could not live many days. In the begin- The con¬ 
ing of the next year another confpiracy was difeovered againft {piracy of 
him ; at the head of which was Juvenius Celfus, who, finding Ju-vniius 
himfelf betrayed, begged and obtained a private audience of Ceijus. 
the emperor, in which, throwing himfelf at his feet, and ac- 

cofting him with the title of Lord and of GW, he protefted 
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if he was 
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*rmf> y tbcirjnJt. The reprieve was granted; and CJU 
by putting q£T the promised difcorcry from time to time! 
under ranous pretences, tWl Lhmitian was killed, he dcawj 
the danr~ i k: ~ ” 



le c anger tnat mreatened mm. 

The fourteenth year of this tyrants reign is remarkable for 
pond per-his cruel perfection of die Chrifiums y of whom infinite 
tc c mtkm. numbers were put to death hoth at Rente and in the provinces 
Year of This was the second general persecution. Among the man? 
l«r*47- illuftrioas actions who fuffered in this glorious caufe, were 
pf Chrifi fcve- J of toe emperor’s own relations: vi%* Flavitu Clemens 
9 >. his own coufin-german and collcguc in the confuiihip, and 

*ie two < m^esmulLe i one the i 




Apocabftfe. 
own freet 


own freedmen from any attempts upon his life, put m 
th EfapbroUtus. , formerly Nerds frerdman and fccrcuryi 

haviiMr helped that prince to kill hmifolfi 




ttlUei one the wife, and the otlierthe 
niece, of Flavius Clemens , the fon of Flavius Sabinus y who 
was brother to Fejbafian. It was ip this perfecution that St. 
■dm was bantfbed to the illand of Patmos* where he wrote 

This fame year, Dentition , in order to det 
Jus 
death 

Path of for having helped war prince 

The next year, the Iaft of Dcsdtians life, many prodigies 
are laid to have happened at Rome and in the p-r.^-fics. 
The city was, for eight months together, r l.;m < I nut 
dally with dreadful claps of thunder, and fL fh.'S i l Ve¬ 
iling: the capitol, the temple of the Flav a •* i:y, ;n 'he 
emperor’s own chamber, wt;e thunder-ftr'ick : th? ii ,-ip- 
tion upon one of his ftatues was beaten off, an J, bv i c ^ 
fence of the (form, carrie*? into a neighbouring n>o».i •i.iuu : 
the oracle at Pr*tncflc y which hnd always returned favwu> 
He anfwers, now prefegrf nothing but calarrirks (laugh¬ 
ter. Damitlan himfeif dreamed, Yb\tA!inervj % w he 
looked upon as his tutelar d?ify, had withdrawn he*!*' Jrora 
a temple which he had con fee rated to hcr ? telling him. That 
T upiter had £farmed her % a. id fte eovld no longer p: 

‘lit noAinj, we 2re told, terrified him fo much the ai^ 
rer of one /f’l-iarion y an affrologer, 2nd \rhr<: cnfuc;* there- 
a: for be, being accufed of having foretold ibe death of 
emperor, and not denying the charge, Dunhku afkcd 
him, frbetber he knew tuba: would be bis wun fate? The aftro- 
toga anfwcred. Teat he ftmli Jbortlj he devoured by /kgs. Upon 
this, Dfmtum , thinking to fnew the falfity of his art, or¬ 
dered him to he put to death immediately, and his body to be 
horat The M part of Ae foireijcc was executed 5 but be¬ 
fore the body was half confirmed, it was thrown down, with 
the funeral pile, by a violent ftorm, apd devoured by dogs. 
iarghtns ProcuhtSy another afhologcr, foretold pu blicly in 
Germany^ that the eighteenth of September would prove the 

day of Domain*'% life. He was thereupon apprehended, 


*1 Ugm 

it » #>«//*• 
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i fcttt to die emperor, in whofe prefence he maintained dm Dtmkim 
A of hit prediction, and was, <?n thft account cond emned ' 
be executed on the nineteenth of that month: but Dtmkurn 

murdered the dav before, as he 



u'ny muroeiru U*C « wiviv, ua he bad foretold, be not 

only cfcaped unhurt, but was prerented with a huge fum by 
Ntrva. who ever after held him in great efteem 


Dvattunu 


ind alarmed by kb own 


i thefe prodigies and predidtom, 
guilty conference, lived in Conti* 


He fives 



_ fears and agonies, dreading all men and every thing, Wd fears 
and daily facrificing to hu diftruft* even die moft intimate of «d age- 


lead before 


his friends, if they chanced to give him the leaft fort of um~ 
hrage. His fears were fuch ? that he would not permit any 
criminal, however loaded with chains, to pi 
til] be had firll fecured hb chains in hb hands 
A young child with whom he ufed to divert himfelf, hav- A m w fyl 
ins one day, while he was afleep, taken from under his head racy form- 


* paper, to play 
meet him* took 


the emprefs Demina 

and looked 


to her great 1 
fcrcral uluftri 


furpri 



tvutj ihe found it contained the names of 
ous periods deftined to daughter, and her own 
of them, with thofe of AM 


nunc at the head of them 



MMa»andAfr»i 

guards i and of 
he imm 


wi 

to 


immediately 
was that infant 

rriohr cd to kill him, before he could put hb bloody defign 
mention. Nepbanus* one of his treedmen, undertook 
ftrike the blow* 

The day before he was killed, he ordered fome fine fruit* 
which was prefented to him, to be refervedfor the next day; 
adding, f it be mjfortune to eat it: then turning to thofe about 
him, To-morrow, bid he, the Meen will appear Ueeiy in Aqua- 
ri?, and fometbing will happen which will he much talked ef. 
About midnight he was (o terrified that he leaped out df aa 
However, he went the next morning to the fertm 9 to 
adminiiler juft ice, and returned to the palace an nottr be¬ 
fore mid-day, which was the time he dreaded moft. Having 
therefore aflted what time of the day it was 5 and one of the 
confpirators, on purpofe to deceive him, anfwering that it 
was noon, he was oyeijoyed, as if he had cfcaped all danger, 
thought of nothing but abandoning himfelf to mirth and 
As. he was going to bathe, acceding to the Rmtm 

had fomething 


jollity, as ne was going to oath 
mhion, before dinner* Parthenius 


of 


impart to him, and which could not 


mat importance tc 

be deferred. Dentition thereupon ordered his attendants _ 
withdraw, and retired to his chamber, where Parthemus in¬ 
troduced to him Stepbanusy who, the better to dtfguife his de¬ 
fign, had appeared for fome days with his left arm wrapped 
up, rnd in a fling, as if it had received fome hurt. He prt- 
ftnted to Dmitian a memorial, wherein he pretended todtf* 
cover a dangerous confpiracy \ and while the emperor was 

— r * * _ I* 

mkn 
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Domitian reading with great attention, Stephanas , drawing fuddenlv • 

L» «v — • ' dagger, which he had concealed, ftuck it into his belly. ]y\ 

mitian , finding himfelf wounded, called to a boy, whohan 
He is kill- pened to be in the room, to reach him a dagger from unde 
. ed, his pillow, and to run for affiftance : but only the fcatban 

was found under his pillow, and the doors were all locked 
Domitian ftruggled for fome time with Stephanas , andevei 
threw' him to the ground ; but at length Parthenim y 
by four more, among whom was a famous gladiator, rufoed 
in and put an end to the ftrife, by piercing Domitian with 
many wounds. Some, not privy to the confpiracy, hearing 
the noife, haftened to the emperor’s apartment, and finding 
him wallowdng in his blood, killed Stephanas. The othei 
confpirators made their efcape the moment of Domitian' s fall. 
It is faid that Appollonius Tyaneus , then at Ephefus , and dif- 
courfing- to a numerous aflembly, ftopt on a fudden, as if he 
had been intent upon fomething elfe, and, fixing his eyes 
Itedfaft on the ground, after a (hort filence, cried out, Strike, 
Jirike the tyrant home: then, recovering himfelf, he bid the 
company, who Rood amazed, be of good cheer, and rejoyce, 
for that the tyrant had that moment expired. 

Thus died the laft of the twelve, commonly called Cafar\ 
in the forty-fifth year of his age, after a reign of fifteen 
years and five days. The common people Ihew'ed neither 
joy nor forrow for his death ; but the foldiers, whofe pay he 
had encreafed, and with whom he often lhared his rapine, 
would have railed great difturbances, had not their officers, 
moft of whom were concerned in the confpiracy, reftrained 
his flatues them. The fenate, on the contrary, elated with gladnefs, 
broken, affembled in hafte, ordered all his ftatues to be pulled down, 
and his his triumphal arches to be overturned, his memory to he 
adtsannuh deemed infamous, his name to be erafed out of the confular 
led. tables, and all inferiptions, and his body to be thrown into 
Year of the Tiber. All his atfts were annulled, and thofe whom he 
Rome 849. had bani/hed recalled. A woman, named Phyllis , who had 
of Chrijl taken care of him in his infancy, caufed his body to be car- 
98. tied upon a bier, as that of a perfon of the meaneft condition, 

to a houfe fhe had not far from Rome , and there burnt it, and 
afterwards privately conveyed the afhes to the temple he hau 
built for the Flavian family, of which he was the laft em¬ 
peror. 


NERVI 
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Domitian was killed, M. 


Nerva 


Nerva de- 
and acknow- dared em- 
twithftanding their peror. 


His ori- 

and 


fury but a few hours before, for the death of their favourite 
prince; Petronius Secundus , one of their commanders, and the 
chamberlain of Parthenius , having foon reafoned them into a 

cooler temper. . . Tr , . , , . r 

tferva was a native of Narnia in Umbria , and his family 
came originally from the ifland of Crete ; fo that he was nei- gin 
ther born a Roman , nor defcended from an Italian family; firft rife, 
but his father, grand-father, and great-grandfather, had been 
honoured in Rome with the confular dignity. He himfelf was 
honoured with the praetorfhip by Nero , and with a ftatue in 
the palace, having by his elegant poems (for he was one of 
the beft poets of his time) gained the affe&ion of that prince, 
who even infcribed to him fome of his own poetical perform- 

— ~ /* « • « wr a /* 1 r. 1 * . 1 

ances. 

Domitian . 


Vefpafu 


He had fcarce aflumed the fovereignty, when a rupture 

^ 1 1 n *11 ^ IT_ _1 -.1___ 


Domitian 


of 


his death only an artifice to difcover the defigns of fuch as he 
fufpe&ed. The crowd about the new emperor immediately 
difperfed, and he himfelf, naturally very timorous, knew not 
what to do, till Parthenius affured him that the report was 
quite groundlefs. He then went, firft to the camp of the 
praetorian guards, and, after fecuring them with a promife of 
the ufual donation, to the fenate, where he was received 
with the greateft mark of efteem and affe&ion. Numbers of 
congratulatory fpeeches were made to him upon this occafion ; 
but that of Arrius Antoninus , grandfather to the emperor T. 
Antoninus , was very different from all the reft; for, embrac- 

. it i i vi i_i:_i 


Nerva 


efty to congratulate the fenate 


people of Rome, and the provinces of the empire , upon your pro 




pojl ; but cannot pay the fame compl 

ifb 


happily 


efcaped the rage of fo many wicked princes , now plunge yourfelf 
into new dangers and troubles , being expofed to the cenfure and ha¬ 
tred both of your friends and foes j efpecially of the former , who 
will never faily if any of their fuits are deniedy to become your mojl 

inveterate enemies. _ # . 

Nerva r now confirmed in the fovereignty, happily allied 

two things, fays Tacitus , once thought irreconcileable ; pub¬ 
lic liberty; and fovereien power : for, under him, the Romans 

» i'h i • r* i r* i. __ C /.l— !1 A 


The ho¬ 
ne ft fpeech 

of Arrius 
Antonius 
to him. 


former 


latter. 
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latter. He immediately fet at liberty all whom the late env 
peror had confined under pretence of treafon; rccailc 
thofe who had been baniflied for the fame caufe; re do re. < 
them their pofleffions without the leaft deduction; ordered 
mans hap - that no perfon lhould, for the future, be accufed of violate 


The Ro- 



y under 

im. 


majefty, or profecuted for living after the manner of tin 
yews? (by which was then meant the Chri/lians): he inaefee 
fevere laws again# informers, and caufed all the Haves am. 

freed men to be put to death, who had informed againfi 
their mailers and natrons. He folemnly fworc, That m ft 

• . 1 f • 1 a l « t « . \* 


HU 


put 


leflened 


--7 -O J 1 

againft him. He reftored to the right owners all the effects 
which he found in the palace belonging to others: 
the taxes ; delivered the fevrs from the oppreffions they la¬ 
the collectors of the public revenues; 

Faction of all the Remans, annulled 


bo u red under from the 


hJ 


bv which the twentieth part of all ii.- 


cf the 


?.!'(! 
imperial 


heritances was ordered to be paid into the Exchequer. At 
the fame time, as juft as he was merciful, he would not fuf- 
fer Ltcinianus , who had been baniflied for debauching a vef- 
tal, to return to Italy. He allowed no gold or filver fta- 
tucs to be eredted to him ; retrenched all fuperfluous ex- 
pences, and fold great part of the gold and filver plate, 
rich furniture, both of his own houfes, arid 
palace, together with feveral houfes and eftatcr, to enable 
him to relieve the neccflitous citizens, and reward his friends. 
He laid out a vaft fum upon a purchafe of land, which he 
divided among the poor of Reuse : and, at the fame time, di- 
ltributed among them another large fum in money, and a 
great quantity of corn. "T heir children, in all parts o f Italy, 
he caufed to be brought up at the public expence. (){lb 
difintereftedneft, the following inftance is a fufficient proof: 
Atilcus , a citizen of Athens , having found in his houfe a 
large treaftire, wrote to Nerves? defiring to know how he 
ihould difpofe of it. The emperor anfwered him in one 
word} utere: ufe it: but Atticns? not thinking hiniielf yet 
fecure, wrote to him a fecond time, ocquaintiug him, This 
the trees fare tvas too great for a private man , and therefore he. was 
afraid to ufc it. To this the generous prince replied in two 
words. Ergo abuiere ; then abuje it : fignifying thereby, that 
the treafure was his without referve. 


ns 


He confirmed, by one edidf, all the grants of his prede- 
ceffcrr; prohibited the caftration of children ; forbid any one 
to marry his niece, which had firft been allowed in the reign 
of Claudius ; applied himfelf clofeJy to the reformation of 
manners; was afliduous in the adminiftration of juuiec; 


fhoi 


uuiavwu tit « uv.ii a liifiuiiwi 7 t 

. He believed he might fafely refign the empire., 

} . *« r » •” J ?*! . 7 1.1 

private lift 


the leaji thing that could give any 


confcious that he / 
juji motive of of 


Iiu 
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j,e erred in any thing, it was in being too kind to men who Narva. 
WC re unworthy of his favour. 

XT c rva had not been long upon the throne when Calpurnius 
Qfitjl'us descended from an illuftrious family of the Graft, with Calpumi - 
fame others, confpired againft him. Being informed of it, us Crajfus 
he feat for the confpirators, carried them with him to the confpires 
theatre, placed them next to himfclf, and prefented to them, againft 
as Titus had done on the like occafion, tire fwords of the Ner-va, 
gladiators, which, as we obferved before, 
brought to the emperor to be viewed, 
what effe«5l this generofity had upon the confpirators : all 

' CraJJus , having owned his crime, was, 

his wife, banilhed to Tarentum . The fenate were for con- dons him. 

both him and his accomplices to death ; but the 


were always 
We are not told 


u 


with who parr 


rr 


demnin w _ 

emperor alledging the oath he had taken not to fpill the 
blood of any fenator, checked their zeal : whereupon Fronto, 
to whom Nerua had refigned the confullhip, could not help 
faying, That it was a great misfortune to have a prince under 
zvhvi all things were criminal and forbidden ; but fill agreater , 
to be governed by one under whom all things were allowed. The 
emperor was fo far from relenting this freedom, that he added 


with fomewhat more faverity from that time. 

Shortly after this, the pr 
Cafperius , their commande 


Nerua 


D 


MUenus The prae- 

he city, torian 
flew to guards 

raife a tu- 


dcath of all who had been any way concerned in the mur- mult, 
tier of the late emperor. Nerua , though naturally timo¬ 
rous, behaved with great firmnefs on this occafion, offering 
his bare neck to the incenfed foldiery, and begging of them 
to be fat is fled with his life, and to fpare thofe to whom he 
owed the empire, and whom, on that account, he could not 
i«t honour abandon. But this did 


and force 


not fatisfy the enraged Nerj , a to 


comply 
with their 
demands. 


foldiers, who, unmoved by any thing he could fay, cut in 
pieces Petronius Secundus , Partbcnius, and the other confpira¬ 
tors, and even obliged the emperor to return them public 
thanks, for putting to death the worfl of men. 

The confequences of this infolence of the foldiery proved He adopts 
cf great advantage to the Rate ; for it determined Nerua im- Trajan. 
mediately to adopt Mar ad Ulpius Trajan, whom he rightly J 
judged to be the fitted perfon in the whole empire, both to 
auiif and fucceed him in the government, and whom, for 
that rcafon, he preferred before all his own relations. Thi 
adoption was received with joy both by the fenate and peo¬ 
ple, and put a ftop to the diforders of the foldiery, who 
thereupon returned to their duty. Nerva gave him the title 
~[ r j ar -> with that of Germankus, which he himfelf aflumed 
about this time, inverted him with the tribunitial power, 
honoured him with the title of emperor , and named him con- 
ful for the enluine year ; fo that he created him not only 


s 


his fuccoflor, but his adtual 


Th 


A 

V 
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Nerva. The next year, Nerva entered upon his fourth confulfhip 
i— y— i in which Trajan, now the fecond time conful, was hij 

collegue : but Ihortly after, having over-heated himfelf i n 
reproving with great feverity the infamous informer Regulus 
Nerva’s he was feized with a fever, which, as he was weak, and ad- 
death. vanced in years, foon put an end to his life, after he had 

reigned fixteen months and eight, or, fome fay, nine days- 
ana, according to Dion Caffius , in the fixty-lixth, according 
to Eutropius, the feventy-nrft, and, according to St. Jerome, 
the feventy-third year of his age. He was ranked among the 
gods, and Trajan, out of gratitude, caufed feveral temples 
Year of to kuilt to him, both lI \ Rome and the provinces. H e is 
Rome 8 co. commended by all the ancients, as a prince of a moft fweet 
of Chrift an( ^ humane temper, of great moderation and generofity, and 
g J one who looked upon himfelf as railed to the empire not for 
° * his own advantage, but for that of the people. He feems to 

have been naturally timorous ; and fome writers 'charge 
both him and ’Trajan with being too fond of wine. Some 
of the provinces luffered greatly in his reign, through the 
rapacioufnefs of their governors, who, prefuming on his le¬ 
nity, enriched themfelves at the expence of the people com¬ 
mitted to their care : but thofe grievances would certainly 
have been redrefled, had he lived long enough to know 
them. 




TRAJAN, who was born in Spain , and defcended of 
an ancient rather than illuftrious family of that country, 


was 


Traj an 
acknow¬ 
ledged 
emperor 
in Germa¬ 
ny. 

Writes to 
the fenate. 


ful army there, when Nerva adopted him for his fon and 
fucceffor. He was then in the forty-fecond, or, as fome will 
have it, the forty-fifth year of his age ; healthy, robuft, and 
inured to fatigue, having followed, and diftinguifhed him- 
felf in, the profellion of arms from his early youth. He did 
not feem in the leaft elated with his new dignity, but, on 
the contrary, would rather have declined it, had not the 
officers of his own army, and deputies from thofe in Upper 
Germany and Mafia, infilled on his taking the title of Cajar. 
He was at Cologne , when the news of Nerva s death was 
brought him by his coufin Adrian, upon which he immedi¬ 
ately allumed the title of Augujlus, and was acknowledged as 
fuch by the armies in Germany and Mcsjia , who, with great 

joy, fwore allegiance to him. . 

He had no fooner taken poileffion of the fovereignty, than 

he wrote to the fenate, alluring them, upon fiis oath, That 

though 
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t y„h he was raifed to that highjiation , he did not think himfelf Trajan . 

anymore exempted from the obfervance of the laws , than the >-^ 

viumcjl of the people ; and that no man of probity Jhould ever be 
M to death , or injured in his fortune, by his order. He did not 
leave Germany immediately, but ftaid there the remainder of 
this, and part of the following year,, during which, all the 
German nations fent their fubmiflions to him ; and the bar¬ 
barians who dwelt beyond the Danube, and had ufed, in the 
winter, to pafs that river on the ice, and commit great de¬ 
valuations on the Roman territories, awed by his prefence, 

refrained from all hoftilities. 

His journey to Rome was conduced with fuch order and Arrives at 
regularity, that not a Angle perfon fuffered the leaft injury, Rome. 
even from any one of his numerous retinue. He entered 
the city on foot, and was received with the greateft demon- 
ftrations of joy, all ranks of people promiiing themfelves 
complete happinefs under lb good and great a prince. He 
embraced his old friends who came to meet him, with the 
utmoft cordiality and affection, and would not fuffer them 
to treat him as their fovereign, but as their friend, alluring 
them, That they would always find him fuch. He went firft to 
the capitol, attended by the fenate and the whole city, and 
from thence to the palace. 

Soon after his arrival the fenate decreed him the title of The title 


Optimus, Befi, which he accepted with pleafure, and valued oiOptimus 
more than all thofe which were afterwards given to him for decreed 
his vi&ories. He paid part of the donation to the foldiery, him. 
and made large diftributions both of money and corn among 
the Roman people, extending his generofity not only to the 
abfent, but even to children, who had been hitherto exclu¬ 
ded from any fliare in fuch largefles until they were eleven 
years old. Hy thefe largefles, which he frequently renewed, 
he is faid to have fupported near two millions of fouls. 

Nor did he confine his benevolence to Rome alone, but ap¬ 
pointed very confiderable fums to be paid yearly out of the 
exchequer, for the maintainance and education of children 
whofe parents were not able to bring them up. He took 
great care, that Rome fhould be plentifully fupplied with 
provifions, efpecially corn, which, during the whole of his 
reign, was extremely cheap. He publifhed feveral laws 
againft informers j banifhed fuch of them as had been fpared 
by Nerva, and utterly abolifhed the detefted law of lefe- 
majefty. He repaired feveral old buildings, at a vaft ex¬ 
pence, and enlarged the circus , but would not fuffer the 
people to return him thanks for his public works, nor ever The peo- 
to mention his name either in the Circus or the theatre, pie rello- 
which till then had refounded, fays Pliny, with the praifes red to the 
of wicked princes. The people were reftored to their an- privilege 
cient privileges of creating magiftrates ; and Trajan , when of crea- 
the fenate prefled him to accept a third confullhip, appeared ting nia- 
among the other candidates, like a private citizen, begging giltrates, 

the 
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Trajan, the fufrrnges of the tribes. At this time, few confuls he'^ 


that dignity above three months. 

He had no fooner aflumed the fafces, than he afcended the 
rojlra, and in the prefence of the people, bound himfe't 
anew, by a folemn oath, as he had before done in his len ¬ 
to the fenate, to obferve the laths 3 adding to the public vowl 
which were made in the beginning of each year, for ihe 
health and profperiry of the emperor, thefe conditions; // 
he obferves the lazvs 3 if he governs the republic as he ought 3 // 
he feeks the happinefs of his people. Before he refigned the 

Prif 


tor tion. 


M. Prifcus fafces, the caufe of Marius Prifcus , acculed of extortion dii- 
condemn- ring his government of Africa , was heard by the emperor and 
ed for ex- fenate. Pliny and Tacitus the hiftorian, pleaded for the Afri¬ 
cans. 1 he trial lafted three days, the emperor being prfcnt 
all the time, and hearing the reafons on both fides, with 
great impartiality and attention. Prifcus was degraded from 
the rank of fenator, and banifhed Italy. This is doubtlefs 
the Marius we read of in 'Juvenal who in fpite of the an¬ 
gry gods, enjoyed in exile the immenfe wealth which he had 
accumulated by wicked means, wliilft Africa lamented, 
without redrefs, the loii'es it had fudrained by his avarice. 
His lieutenant and accomplice Hojlilius Tirminus , was de¬ 
clared incapable of holding any employment in the empire. 
Clafficus , proconful of Batica, like wife accufed of extortion 
by that province, laid violent hands oh himfelf before the 
time appointed for his trial : but the province purfued their 
a£Hon againft his accomplices, who were all condemned, 
Pliny pleading againft them. The eftate which Clafficus was 
polTdlcd of before he w 7 ent into Spain , was adjudged to his 
daughter : but the reft was divided among thole whom lie 
had plundered. 

Towards the end of this year, 'Julia Sabina , grand-daugh- 

the emperor : s lifter Marciana , was married to c i ra¬ 
ja As coufin Adrian , the fon of Atlius Adrian Alcr. This 
match, which proved unhappy to both, was mad 


Adrian 

marries 

Julia Sa 
hi na. 


ter to 


by the 


aits, 


emprefs Plotina , who had a particular kindnefs for Adrian. 
War with De cel atm, king of the Dacians, demanding, about this 

the Daci- time, the yearly tribute which Domiiian had engaged to pay, 

Trajan refilled to pay it, faying. That he had ?iot been con¬ 
quered by Decebatus. Befides this, the Dacians grew daily 
more formidable, and their king maintained a good under- 
ftanding with Pacorns, king of the Parthians , which gave rio 
fmall jealoufy to Trajan , who wanted an opportunity to dis¬ 
play his military talents. The Dacians loon gave him a 
fair pretence, by their croiling the Danube , and committing 
fome hoftilities. Upon the news of this, he immediately 
marched againft them with incredible expedition, at the 
head of a powerful army, palled the Danube , and defeated 


* Sat, i. v. 49. and Sat. vili. v, 120, 


Vecshfu; 
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Dec chains in a pitched battle, in which the daughter was Trajan. 



prodigious on notn naes, ana tne numoer or tne wounded lo 
great on that of the Romans , that they had not linen enough 
to bind up their wounds ; whereupon Trajan tore his own They are 
robes to fupply that want. The flain were buried with defeated, 
great folemnity, and an altar was eredted upon the fpot, and 
a yearly facrifice ordered to their memory. Trajan, purfu- 
jng his advantages, followed Decehalus fo clofe, that, being 

at laft in danger of lofing his capital city, he agreed to make 
peace on terms very advantageous to the Romans ; and after 
having fworn to obferve them, he was introduced to the 

before whom he threw himfelf on the ground, 


emperor, 

acknowledging himfelt his vafial. 


Traj 


commanded him 


Trajan 


o* 


u replied 

... . over the 

the firlt Roman wno had ever triumphed J) ac i ansi 


to fend deputies to the fenatc, for the ratification of the t ] le f ;| 1 j. 
peace, which he did accordingly. Trajan then placed gar- w ]j 0 tr i_ 
rifons in moft of the cities of Dacia , and returned to Rome , 
where he triumphed for this_vi£fcory, and took the furnamc 

of Dacicus, bein 

over that nation. 

This peace was of very fliort duration ; for Decehalus, in 

little more than a year after, unable to brook what he called 
fervitude, contrary to the late treaty, began to make pre¬ 
parations for a new war, raifing men, providing arms, en¬ 
tertaining deferters, fortifying his towns and caftles, and in¬ 
viting the neighbouring nations to join him ; even invading 
the country of the Jazyges , for their refufing fo to do. The 
fenatc, being informed of this, declared Decehalus an enemy 
to the empire, and Trajan again marched in perfon again ft 
*’■— Dacian now had recourfe to deceit and treachery, 

the name of deferters, to murder Treacbe- 


him. 

fending 


afiafilns, under 


Trajan : but they were difeovered, and put to death, 
this, inviting to a conference, under pretence of 

C I * _ C t/ «r xx 11 Kif r*l t-i 


After ry of De 


for peace, Longinus , 


treating cehulus. 

one of Trajan’s favourites and chief 

^ 1 1 • 1.1 P - 


com ni 
emper 


r 


v 


7 


7 ng 


ief 



espences oj the tear, he would releaje Longinus ; but that other- 
wife he would in/lantly put him to death. Trajan , in aniwer to 
this, fent him word, That peace and war aid not depend upon 
the faj'ety of one J'uljett. But while Decehalus was confidering 
what farther mealurcs to take, Longinus put an end to his 


own life by a dofe of poifon. 
in the mean time, Trajan , to facilitate 

riemy’s country, built 


troops into the 


bridge. 


cnein) 

which, the ancients 


the paftage of his 
over the Danube a builds z 


Trejait 


fay, was not only the moft bridge 


magnificent of all his works, but the moft ftupendous fabric ojci t-.e 
of that kind in the univerfe. it was all of hewn ftone, and Danube.- 
contained twenty arches, each of them an hundred apd fifty 
feet high above the foundation, and fixiy feet in breadta, ail 
diltant from eacti other an hundred and ievenfy feet. Fms 
prodigious building v/r.s begun and fin 1 filed m one iummer, 

Vol. iV Wh 
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Dacia. 


and what renders it more amazing, is, that it was built „ 

the narrowed-part of the river, and coniequently where the 

ftrearn was ftrongeft and moft rapid, and the foundation 
moft difficult to lay. It was defended .by two cattles, one 
on the Roman, the other on the Dacian fide of the river. 
Some remains of it are dill to be feen near Z luerin in Lower 
Hungary. Trajan built this bridge, that the Romans might 
the more eafily fall upon the territories of the barbarians; 
but his fuccedor Adrian broke down the arches of it, for fear 
of the barbarians invading the territories of the Romans. 

As the winter was drawing near when this bridge was ii- 
nifhed, Trajan did not think it advifeable to enter the ene¬ 
my’s country in that feafon ; but early the next fpringhe 
palled the bridge, entered Dacia at the head of his forces, 
and renewed the war with more caution than hafte, not chu- 
fing to expofe his men to unneceflary dangers. At length, 
after undergoing almoft incredible hardfhips, and expofing 
to many imminent dangers, he at length made him fell maf- 
ter of Zennizegetbufa, the capital of Dacia, and of almoftthe 
whole country ; infomueh, that Dccebalus , dripped of domi¬ 
nions, and dreading to fall into the hands of the conqueror, 

, r His head was brought to Trajan, 

and by him fent to Rome. He had concealed bis treafuresin 
a pit dug in the bed of the river Sargetia , now Jotrig, the 
dream of which was, for that purpofe, turned into another 
channel, and afterwards brought back to its former courlej 
and as for his rich moveables, he hid them in deep caves, 
which he caufed to be dug by captives, whom he immediate¬ 
ly after put to death, that they might not dilcover thefccret. 
But one of his chief confidants, being taken in this war, 

- « 1 « • I 1 I 


-- 

put an end to his own life. 


and redu- the treafure 


. .. T, 

and moveables. 


’ " -^ | 

Dacia, which. 


according to 


ces it to a 

Roman 


Eutropius , was a thouland miles in compais, Demg tnus iuo- 

reduced to a Roman province, and continued 

Trajan built 


dued, was 
fuch till th 


province, 

reign of the emperor GalHcnus. 


province. LU1 ‘-. , , 

V feveral cadles in the country, and placed garnions in them, 

Year of to keep the inhabitants in awe. He likcwiie planted a 
p om 0 S -6 great number of colonies, diftributing lands among the poor 

5 * citizens of Rome, and^of the other towns of Italy , who were 

The famous pillar called era- 

a 4 . C A * 


'ft 


104 


Da 


^ - J J 

being exprefifed thereon. 


jan’s, Ts thought to have been railed for a monument of this 
/'/vnnnpfl- • mnnv n f the remarkable events of the Dacian war 

Trajan , upon his return to Rant, 
Dacians a fccond time ; on v/hich occa- 

non nc uiu.uuuw the people with public banquets, ftews, 
in which ten thoufand gladiators entered the lifts, combab 
of wild beafts, and feveral other diverfions, which lafted an 
hundred and twenty-three days. With the Dacians, h•ajM 
reduced feveral nations in alliance with them ; fo that the 
fame of his conquefts reaching the moft diftant counting, 

and even India, aiTibaifadors were fent from thence to 

gratulatc 
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tulate kj m U pon the fuccefs of his arms. This year, Trajan. 

the eighth of Trajan’s reign, is alfo remarkable for the intire v.-- 

reduction of Arabia Pctrara, by A. Cornelius Palma, gover- Arabia 


Petra: a 
reduced. 


nor of Syria « * ^ 

Trajan finifhed a noble harbour at Centumcellre , now Civita 

Vtccbia, a little before his expedition into Dacia ; and about 

the fame time, Pliny was fent to govern Pontus and Bithy- Pliny ap- 

" ’’ r 1 ■*- '■ ■* pointed 

governor 

of Pontus 


nia, in quality of propraetor, with confular authority j the 
emperor judging him a proper perfon to remedy many abu- 
fes which wanted reforming in that province. About the 
fame time alfo, Trajan , at the requeft of the fenate, pub- and Bi- 
Jilhed an edi£t, fiibjecting fuch pleaders as received fees 
from their clients, to the penalties of the law againft ex 
tortion ; and by a decree of the fenate, on the fame occa- 


thynia. 


That 


fhould fwear, before 


their caufe was tried, that they had neither given nor pro- 

who 


mifed any fee, prefent, or reward, to thofe 
plead for them. .. ' 1 


leafed to fee that ft 


■s 


were to 
es, That 
which he had never 


praftifed himfelf. 

In the ninth year of Trajan’s reign, the Capitoline fports, 
inftituted by Domitian , were celebrated the fixth time, when 
the prize in poetry was won by a child, thirteen years old, 
named L. Valerius Pudens. This year Trajan made, at a vaft 
expence,, a road through the Pontine marches, fince called 
Trajan seaufey. He likewife began feveral magnificent build¬ 
ings, and, while they were carrying on, refolved upon a 
journey into the eaft:. Before he let out for that country, a A confju 


other perfons of great quality, but feafonably diicovered. 


racy a- 
gainft 


His expe 
dition in 
to the 
Eaft. 


The confpirators were tried by the fenate, who condemned Trajan 
them to banilhment, Trajan refufing to fit as judge in a defeated, 
caufe wherein he was perionally concerned. 

The pretence for Trajan’s journey into the Eaft was, that 
Exedarcs , king of Armenia , had received his crown at the 
hands of Cofrhoes , king of Parthia ; whereas the Roman em¬ 
perors claimed a right of difpofing of that diadem ever fince 
the reign of Nero-, who had crowned at Rome Tiridates , king 
of Armenia : but the real motive, as Dion Caffius informs us, 
was, a defire of glory, which he hoped to reap from a war 
with the Partisans, who rivalled the Romans themfelves in 
power, and had given them feveral great overthrows. Tra¬ 
jan, pretending to be highly affronted at what Cofrhoes had 

1 ’ ’ireatened him with war 

File Parthian flighted his 
menaces ; whereupon, having already made the neceffary 
preparations, he croffed directly over into Greece. 
then, finding that he w; 

met him at Athens , and, after offering him rich prefents, 
begged that he would not involve the two empires in a bloody 
find deftrutftiye war for fo flight a caufe ; at the fame time 


vi^ujuimcu iai loiauuuu} aim 

if he did not immediately give it. 


s in c 


arneft, fent ambaffadors," who 


Cofrh 


II h ?. 


acquainting 
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otamia, fent him prefents, and, by his ambaftadors 
declared his defire of living in friendfhip with the Romans. 


Traj an . acquainting him, that Exechrcs had refigned the crown, and 

* befeeching him to give it to Parthamafiris. Thrajan replied 
That friendfhip ivas Jheivn by a Rians, and not by words: that hi 
was going into Syria, and jhould there take fuch reflations as he 
He arrives jhould think mof proper. He then difmifled the ambaftadors 
vxAntiocb. without accepting any of their prefents, and proceeded to 

Antioch, which he entered, crowned with a branch of olive. 
Several of During his flay at Antioch, Ahgarus , king of Edejj'a in 

theeaftern 
princes 

wait upon The other petty princes in thofe parts came perfonally to 
him. offer their fervice, and, according to the cuftom of the caft- 

ern countries, brought him prefents. Among the reft, one 
of them prefented him with a {lately courfer, which, as he 
was brought before the emperor, kneeled down, bowed his 
head to the ground, and adored him, as he had been taught 
beforehand. Trajan received all thefe princes with great 
demonftrations or kindnefs, and having made the nccelfary 
preparations for his intended expedition, he left Antioch , 
bending his march towards Armenia, and taking by the way 
feveral places without the leaft refiftance. Upon his arrival 
at Elegia in the Greater Armenia, Parthamafiris came to wait 
on him, and beg of him the crown of Armenia. Trajan 
received him fcated upon a throne, and attended by the chief 
officers of his army. As Parthamafiris approached the throne, 
he took off his crown, and laid it at the emperor’s feet, 
without uttering a fingle word, not doubting blit he would 
immediately reftore it to him. The foldiers, pleafed to fee 
the king of Armenia obliged thus to fubmit, and refign his 
crown to their general, congratulated him upon it with loud 
fhouts of joy, which fo terrified Parthamafiris , that he at¬ 
tempted to withdraw 
fides, he defired to fpeak to Trajan in private. Hereupon 
he was carried into the emperor’s tent ; but Trajan refilling 
to comply with his propofals, he went away in a great paf- 

and endeavoured to make his el'cape out of the camp. 


but finding himfelf furrounded on all 


ii 


on 


afeending his 


Trajan ordered him to be brought back, and 
tribunal anew, defired him to repeat, in the hearing of all, 
the propofals he had made to him in private, and hisanfwers. 
Upon this, Parthamafiris, no longer able to contain himfelf, 
faid. That he had. neither been conquered, nor taken prifoner ; but 


came voluntarily , believing no injury would have been offered him 
and that he Jhould receive his kingdom of Trajan, as T iridates 
had received it of Nero. Trajan replied, That_ Armenia be¬ 
longed to the Romans that it Jhould receive a 


nor 


and be no longer a kingdom 


Roman gov tr¬ 
im 


and that, as for him, be 

Armenia liberty to retire whither he pleajed. Parthamafiris, thus dil- 

reducedto miffed, endeavoured to maintain himfelf in his kingdom by 

a Roman force of arms, but loft: his life in the attempt ; and Trajan 

province, thereupon reduced Armenia to a Roman province. Several 

prince: 
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princes then fubmitted of their own accord, amongft whom Troian. 
were the kings of Iberia , Sarmatia, Bofp-borus, and Colchis. 



aces of 
tamia., Enters 


Trajan , after leaving garnlons in a!! the ilrong pi; 

Armenia, advanced from thence to EckJJa in Mefop _ _ j 

where he was received in a very friendly manner by Ai^a- Mejbpaa- 
mu king of that diftrift, who gave him a grand entertain- mhu 


1 ■ - ^ ✓ 
graces } 


’//£?, a province 'of Mefop. 


diftricl in thole parts, promifed to join him, but ftill de¬ 
layed marching their troops, which made him begin to dif- 
truft them, and not without reafon, as appeared foon after 
by the treacherous behaviour of Mebarfapes , who having de- 
fired and obtained a body of troops to protedf his dominions, 
as he pretended, againft the Parthians, put moft of them to 
the fword, and made the reft prifoners. Among thefe laft 
was a centurion, who, as Trajan approached Ademyjlris, a 
ftrong fortrefs where he was kept, found means to break 
his chains, and, with the affiftance of his fellow captives, 
killed the governor of the place, and opened the gates to 


the Romans. 


<f Mefop 


voluntarily j and Trajan, having palled the Tigris, and pe- 

1 • Jt *• 1 1 1 1 ^ \r* /*) • \ t-T 

Nifibis and Bat¬ 


tle. 


after a vigorous refiftance. 


Cofrh 


Reduces 
great part 
of it, and 

of Adiabe- 


tempted to do; to ftop the progrefs of Trajan s conquefts, ne • 
we know not; nor indeed do we find any thing recorded 
during the next fix years of his reign by the compilers of the 
ancients, (for the works themfelves of the ancients have been 
long fince loft) except the names ofthe confuls, the making 

burning 


of a highway from Bcneventiwi to Brunduftu 
of the Pantheon by lightning, the overturning of feveral ci¬ 
ties in Galatia by an earthquake, and the dedicating of the 
reat fquare in Rotne, which took its name from Trajan. 
hat he did not ft 
from fome medals 




V, 


in 


man 


feeins to have returned to Rome before the fifteenth year of 
his reign* and to have begun* either the fame* or the fol- 

lowinc vf*nr- nnnf-hpr pYnfvlirinn :icrninft the ParthiatlS. Tn 

Quietus, a Me 


ufi 


by nation, and born in a country not fubject to Rome, dif- !■Quietus 

dillin- 


guilhes 



us 


9 V _ tr ^ 

tinguifhed himfelf fo greatly, that Trajan honoured him with 
the confullhip, and, towards the end of his feign, made him 
governor of Palejlinc, to reward him for a iignal vieftory himfelf. 
which he gained over the Jews of Mefop 
alfo reduced, for Trajan, the Mardi, a people of Af.a, near 

m thr> C'./iChmn 

The fe- 
cond Par¬ 
thian war. 



•V; cia. to know whether he fhould return from this war to 

H fc 5 Kwie j 
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Rome ; and that the oracle gave, as ufual, an ambitious 
anfwer, which might be interpreted either way. However 
early the next fpring, he marched againft the Parthians who 
were encamped on the other fide of the Tigris, which he 
palled over a bridge of boats, conftrucfted with great expe¬ 
dition, in fpight of the oppoiition of the enemy,Who, with 
a numerous army, pollefled the oppofite bank, and annoyed 
Adiabem him exceedingly with ihowers of darts and arrows. This 
and Affy- done, he made himfelf mafter of the whole kingdom of Adi- 
ria intire- absne , and reduced ail Ajiyria. After this, the Parthian 
ly reduced being greatly weakened by their domeftic wars, and ftill d}. 


Trajan 

enters 


vided among themfelvcs, he advanced to the famous city of 
Babylon , entered it without oppoiition, and reduced its vaft 
territory, where the Roman eagles had never been feen be- 
Babylon. fore. Being now mafter both of Chaldea and AJJyria, he be¬ 
gan a canal between the Euphrates and the Tigris, in order 
to convey his vcftels from the former of theft* rivers into the 
latter, and with them form a bridge over the "Tigris, to faci¬ 
litate the liege of Ct.jipho //, which flood on that river: but 
being informed that the bed of the Euphrates was much 
higher than that of the Tigris , and that the ft ream would, 
for that reafon, be too rapid to be navigable, he dropped 
that defign, and ordered his vcftels to he brought upon land- 
carriages to the Tigris, which, in lome places, is not very 
far dill ant from the Euphrates. Having formed a bridge with 
them, he palled his army over, and made himfelf mailer of 

nd Jikewife of the great city of Ctcfiphon , the me- 


IVTakes 
hiniicl 




Se/e: 


t • : * i 


mailer 
6 ’ 'eh: 


eitcia 


of tropolis of the Parthians, and afterwards of the Perf.au em- 

Cjeftpkm he took the daughter of Cojrboes , and 


p i re. 


At 


and Cte- lei zeu the throne of the Parthian kings, which was of maffy 

anc! was ftill living in the 


jiphon. 


gold. 


Cofr’y-es mad.' 


hi: 


#% 

•> 


e leap 


reign of Air:an. The taking of this city put him in pof- 


ftfiion of a!! the neighbouring countries ; and Afjyria, Anne- 
ran, and Mefipot villa being now deduced to Roman prnvin- 

the Tigris , and even beyond that 

es between BoHlm 


were 


ces, the empire extended to 
river. Eutropius fays, that all the countri 

« r t* /" i « rr*M 

and India , 

fubjesSled to a yearly tribute, and Trajan fent an account of 
his fuccefs to the ftnate, who, in return, decreed, that he 
fliould enter Rome in triumph as often as he plcafed. 


fubdued. 'The conquered countries were 


A d read(ul 

earth- 


Towards the end of 


Troian returned to 



autumn, 

which was aim oft imireiy ruined that winter by one of the 

What made 


of . moft dreadful earthquakes recorded in hiftory. 
quake at .1 • . „,.i_• /j-ii_I...*. ..1_ n. ,,,, 


Antioch. 


J 


this calamity ftill greater, was, that ulmoft every nation and 

province in the whole empire (hared in it ; Antioch being 

then crouded, not only with troops, but v/ith vaft numbers 

of ft rangers, who had come from all quarters, either out of 

curioiity, cr upon buimefs and embafties. The earthquake 

continued ft vend days and nights *, theconful Vcrgilianus , with 

many other perfons of grcatdifl motion, perilhed by it, and To¬ 
ol the 


himfelf eftaptd, much hurt, through a window 


houfe 
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houfe where he was. Upon the return of the fpring, Trajan Trajan, 
left Antioch , and failed down the Tigris into the Per fun Gulf, 

^rhere he made himfelf mafter of an ifland called Mefcne , 
an d obliged Athamhylus , who reigned there, to pay him tri¬ 



bute. 


Tr 


that 


Trajan 

reduces 

Arabia 

Falix. 


Honours 

decreed 


and having reached the ocean, wilhed he was young 
he might extend his conquefts that way as far as Alexander 

had done. 

Trajan now wrote again to the lenate, acquainting them 
with the fuccefs of his arms, and naming the feveral nations 
he had conquered, many of which were utterly un- him by the 
known to them. Extraordinary honours were decreed him ; fennte. 
among the reft, that, upon his return to Rome, he fiiouid 
triumph over each particular nation which he had fubdued ; 
a triumphant arch was built in his own lquarc, to perpetu¬ 
ate the memory of his conquefts ; and the people of Row? 
made great preparations to receive 


him with the utm~ a 


pomp 


f _ r . But Vie did not live to enjoy them ; nor was the end 

of his actions anfwerable to the beginning ; for mod of the 
countries which he had conquered, revolted in his abfencc, 
and murdered, or drove out, the Rojnan garrifons. Lufius 
Quid in and L. Appius Maximus were fent againft them, but 
with very different fuccefs, Maximus being defeated and 
killed, but by whom we know not, and Lufius recovering 
Niftbis , and deftroying Edejja. Erucius Clarus , and Julius 
Alexander , two other commanders of the emperor’s, retook 
the city of Seleucia upon the Tigris , and feveral others, which 
had fhaken off the yoke. Tne kimr of Mefcne continued 

Pa 

Ti 


for fear they 


Mefcne continued 

inclined to ftir ; but, 

to give 


J * ,' V * 

them a king of their own nation, inftead of a Roman gover¬ 
nor, and to that end, repairing to Ctefiphon , he placed the tbians a 


He gives 

the Par- 


and folemnity. 




king. 


The following year, the twentieth and laft of his reign, y ear 0 f 
Trajan marched into Arabia , and there made war upon the 
Havareni , who had like wife revolted : but what 


Rome 870 . 
of Cbrif , 
118 . 


part of 

Arabia they inhabited we cannot fay, no farther mention 
being made of them till the time of the Conftantinopolitan em¬ 
pire, when the name of Hagareni became common to the 
Saracens and Arabians in general. He laid fiege to their city, Laysfiege 
called Atra , which was neither great nor beautiful, but t0 Jtra, 
thought to be very lick, numbers of people reforting thither 
with preterits for the fun, which was worshipped there. 

But what rendered this city fo ftrong, that neither Trajan 
now, nor Severus afterwards, could take it, though both of 
them made a breach in the wall, was, its being furrounded 
by a barren land, deftitute, to a great diftance, of grafs, 
wood, and water ; fo that a numerous army could not pof- 
libly fubfift long before it. Trajan narrowly elcaped being 
killed in one of the attacks ; for, having laid slide the en- 


Hh 4 


iigns 



47* 


A GENERAL HISTORY 


Trajan. 





time 


but is ob¬ 
liged to 
rude it. 


m 


Is taken 
i!i, and 

fdd bill 
ior lu. />•. 

All the 

conquer'd 
countries 

i 


•/* 


tit ere 


revolt. 


ftgns of his dignity, that he might not fce known, and 
heading his men in perfon, the enemy ftili diilinguilhin^ him 
by his grey hairs and majeftic air, aimed chiefly at°him 

v/ounded his horfe, and killed a horfeman by his fide. Not* 

withftanding this, the liege was ftili carried on for font 
, till at length violent {forms of thunder, hail, and 
rain, coming cn, and the Romans being exceftively annoyed 
in their camp by fwarms of Hies, Trajan was obliged 
to raile it, and retire. Soon after, being now advanced^ 
years, and worn out with fatigue, he was feized with a 
tlropiy and palfy, which he aferibed to poifon, but others 
thought natural. However, he was ftili for returning into 

ami' i', to reduce fome places which had revoked 
but his diftemper incrcafing, he left the command of 
army to Adrian, whom he appointed governor of Syria, 
and embarked for Italy. His departure was no iboner known, 
than all the countries which he had conquered, at a vaft ex- 
pence, and with infinite danger, {hook oft* the yoke, and 
recovered their former condition, in fpight of the troops he 
had left to keep them in fubjeclion. The Parthian: drove 
out Pa> thamafpates ; the Armenians chofe themfelves a king; 
and the greateft part of Mejcpotmnia revolted from the &- 

and fubmitted to the Icing of Parthia. Upon his ar- 

from him Trajanapolis , he 
was feized with a flux, which foon put an end to his life. 
His body was burnt at Selinas, and his afhes carried by his 
widow Plotina, and his niece Maiidia, in a golden urn, to 
Rome, where they were received with extraordinary pomp, 
and depofited under the ftately pillar which he had creeled, 
though it flood within the walls, where no one before him 
had been buried. Games, called Par Pole, were for many 
years celebrated in memory of his victories in the caft. He 
died in the ftxty-third year of his age, after having reigned 
nineteen years, fix months, and fifteen cays, reckoning from 
the death of Nerva to the time when Adrian received at An- 


means 


Trajan rival at Selinus, afterwards called 
dies. 


His cha 
racier. 


tioch the news of his death, which had been concealed for 
fome time, and thereupon can fed himfelf to be proclaimed 
emperor. Trajan left no children, nor are we told that he 
ever had any. He poffeftcd, in an eminent degree, all thefe 
qualities which form a great and excellent prince. In mili¬ 
tary affairs, he was, without difpute, the heft commander of 
his age, and equal to the greateft general* of antiquin', 
the duties of war h 
font at 


» i 


l 


ics of war he was indefatigable ; a! way, in arc rang (-it 
the head of the army, and crofting immeniy countries 
without ever once mounting on boricback, or loitering him- 
ft !f to be carried, as ether emperors had done, in a chariot, 

or litter. His diet was 


earned, as . .. l 

lueh as chance prefented, and }' ]i 

garb little dirreien: from that of a common ibid ior. u 


quently devoted whole ni 
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• and though he was not himfelf a man of learning, ha- Trajan. 
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v j ng been trained up to arms from his infancy, he favoured 
the learned, and encouraged in others what he himfelf want*. 
J t Home was indebted to him for feveral ftately buildings, 

bchdes his fupplying with plenty of water thofe quarters of 
the city which had been hitherto negle&ed in that refpedL 
To form the magnificent fquare which he made, and where¬ 
in he cre&ed for his tomb the famous pillar called after his 
name, he levelled a hill an hundred and forty-four feet high, 
which is juft the height of that pillar. He made, at an im- 
m enfe expence, a large and convenient road through many 
barbarous nations, from the borders of the Euxine fea to the 
Gallic ocean. He alfo built feveral magnificent libraries in 
How, and a ftately theatre, and baths, in the field of Mars. 
Though he was very humane in other things, he fuftei 
the Chriftians to be cruelly perfecuted in molt provinces of 
the empire. 

Plutarch , Tacitus , Suetonius , the younger Pliny , Epictetus , 
and feveral other excellent writers, flourifhed in this reign, 
under which the Roman empire was brought to its utmoifc 
grandeur and extent. 
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ADRIANUS was the fon 


Mius 


Adrianas Afer , coufin-gcrman to Trajan , and of Do?nitia &c. of 
Paulina, fprung from an illuftrious family in Cadix. His Adrian . 
anceftors came originally from Italica in Spain , the native 
city of Trajan ; and his great-grandfather Marullinus was 
the firft Roman fenator of his family. His father, dying when 
he was but ten years old, left him under the guardianship of 
Trajan and Credits Tati anus, a Reman knight. He applied 
himfelf to the ftudy of the Greek tongue, and was fo tho¬ 
roughly acquainted with that language, that, at the age of 
fifteen, he was commonly called the young Grecian. He then 
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Sp 


Tra- 


j«n, with whom he lived as his fon : but though that empe¬ 
ror was his kinfinan, his guardian, and even gave him his 
.niece Sabina in marriage, he never conferred any extraordi¬ 
nary honours upon him. 

His elevation to the empire was chiefly owing to the ma- Is made 
nagement of the emprefs Plolina , who, after concealing for emperor, 
fome days the death of her hufband Trajan , that Adrian in confe- 


might have time to found the temper of the troops, and file quence of 
tnat ofthe nobility of Rome, produced a forged inftrument, a forged 
D y which the deeeafed emperor was made to adopt him for adoption. 
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his Ton and fuccefl'or. The ftratagem took, and the army f 
immediately fwore fidelity and obedience to him, Adr'ml 
thereupon wrote to the fenate from Antioch, where he then ? 
was, excufing his having aflumed the empire without their 
previous confent and authority j alledging, that he had 
been forced to it by the foldiery, and begging of them only 
to confirm his title, without conferring any other honours 
upon him till he had deferved them. In the fame letter he 
promifed never to put 2 ny fenator to death, nor to tranfaft 
any thing of confequence without their counfel and advice. 
At the fame time he doubled the ufual donative to the ibl- 


diery, and appointed Tatianus, formerly his guardian, and 
Simi/is , a man of great probity, prudence, and moderation, 
captains of the praetorian guards. The fenate immediately 
confirmed what the army had done, and Adrian was acknow¬ 
ledged emperor by all ranks of men. 

Ke aban- Adrian was about forty years of age when he took poffef- 
dons all fion of the empire ; one of his firft a£ts in which was to de- 
Traian's prive the brave Lujius Quietus of the command of his eoun- 
eonquefts. trymen the Moors , fufpe&ing him of afpiring at the fovc- 

rcignty. As to the conquefts made by Trajan, he refolved 
to abandon them all : and accordingly withdrew his troops 
from Armenia, Mefopotamia, and AJJyria; fo that the Eu¬ 
phrates became again the boundary of the Roman empire. 
He fuffered the Armenians to chufe thcmfelves a king, and 
the Partisans to recal Cojjrhoes , and difpoflcfs Parthamajbates, 
whom he made king of l'ome neighbouring nation. He had 
likewife thoughts of abandoning Dacia, but was prevailed 
upon to keep that province, on account of the great numbers 
of Reman citizens fettled there. However, he ordered the 


Arrives at 


a’ vine. 


His gene¬ 
rality. 


arches of the famous bridge which Trajan had built over the 
Danube to be broken down, left the barbarians ftiould pof- 
fd's themfelves of it, and invade the Roman territories. Al¬ 
ter this, having given the necefTary orders for maintaining 
the tranquility of the eaft, and appointed Catilius Severn 
governor of Syria , he fet out for Rome , but did not arrive 
there till the next year. Some fay, that he went firft into 
Eyypt and that, palling by Jcrufalcm , he refolved to re¬ 
build that city ; a defign, which, however, he did not put 
in execution before the latter end of his reign. 

He was received at Rome with the greateft demonftrations 

of joy, but could not by any means be prevailed upon to 

accept the triumph which had been prepared for Trajan, 

and was now decreed to him ; but, at his defire, that honour 

was conferred upon the image of Trajan , which he himfelf 

feems to have carried. Soon after his arrival, he remitted 

all debts whatever due to the exchequer, to the amount of 

upwards of feven millions of our money, and publicly burnt 

the bonds and regifters relating thereto. He likewife leuen- 

ed the taxes throughout the whole empire, and eafed the 

provinces of the burden which Trajan had laid upon them, 
v ot 
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of fupplying fuch as travelled for the fervice of the public 
w jth horfes and carriages, which he ordered to be thence¬ 
forth provided at the expence of the emperor. He declared, 

That the forfeited ef cites of condemned perfons Jhould never he 
paid into his private coffers, hut be returned into the public 
ireafury. He increafed the allowance which Trajan had 
made for the education of poor children ; and upon fuch of 
the fenators as were reduced to poverty by misfortunes, he 
fettled penfions fuitable to their rank, and the number of 
their children i giving likewife great prefents to fuch of the 
knights as were not able to fupport their dignity. 

In the fecond year of his reign the Sarmatians and Roxo- The Sar- 
lans, whofe country bordered on the Palus Mceotis , invaded 
Ukricum ; upon which Adrian h aliened into Mcefia, where 
he defeated them as they were returning home, and by that Ians de¬ 
end to the war. He then appointed feated. 


matians 

and Roxo- 


means put a 

Mur tins 


fpeedy 


army into Illyricum, from whence he wrote to the fenate. 


lornehus Palma, L. Publius CelJ'us , Domiti 
if us fShiietus , as if they had formed a coi 


fpiracy againft him. 1 hey were all confulars, men of ex¬ 


traordinary parts, and had been greatly efteemed by Trajan : 
but neverthelefs the fenate, out of complaifance to the em¬ 
peror, ordered them immediately to be put to death, with- Dun - con- 
out fo much as acquainting them that they had been accu- f u l ars put 
fed. As no one believed them guilty, their death drew the t0 death, 
public hatred upon Adrian , who thereupon haftened back to 
Rome, where he openly declared, upon his oath, That they 
had been executed againfl his zvill, and without his knowledge. 

But this alfo was not believed by thofe who knew, that Pal- 


Celfi 


and that he was 


Nigrinus and Sjh 


xal other perfons of great merit 
and diftindtion were likewife condemned, as privy to the 
fuppofed confpiracy. Thefe proceedings filled the whole 


Several 
other per¬ 
fons con- 


city with dread and terror ; but having now got rid of thofe demned. 
whom he chiefly feared, he calmed the minds of the people 
by (hews, largelles, and an edidb, forbidding any more to be 
accufed or tried upon the law of lefe-majefty. He would 
indeed have been glad to have had Tatianus alfo put to death , 
for he was a man of an haughty temper, and aflumed greater 
power than Adrian liked ; but not thinking it advifeable to 
ipill more blood, he difiembled his hatred for the prefent, 
and perfuaded him to exchange his command of the praeto¬ 
rian guards for a place in the fenate, and the confular orna¬ 
ments. Martins Turbo was put in his room, as was Septicius 
in that of Similis, who likewife refigned his command of the 


praetorians 
This year 
fd the poor 


of his own accord, and retired from the city, 
the emperor went into Campania, where he reliev- 
r inhabitants or all the cities thro’ which he pafled. 


The 
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Adrian. The next year, Adrian, who ufed to fay. That an emperor 

ought to imitate the fun, which enlightens all the corners and re 
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Adrian 
refolves to 


f 


» 

ch 


of 


vifst all 
the pro- 


them, that he might not be obliged to depend intirely upon 
the accounts he received from his minifters and governors. 
In this progrefs he employed almoft the whole remainder of 
vinces of his reign, that is, near leventeen years; moft commonly 

travelling on foot, and always with his head bare, making 
no difference between the frozen fummits of the Alps, and 
the fcorching lands of Egypt. He went firft into Gaul, where 
he vifited the chief cities and forts, and lignalized himfelf 


tne em¬ 
pire. 


Year of 
RomeS 73. 
of Chriji 

IZI. 


by his extraordinary bounties, relieving the poor wherever 
he palled. From Gaul he went into Germany, where he fpent 
lome time in reviewing and difeiplining the flower of the 
Roman troops, then in that country, f tom Germany he re¬ 
turned to Gaul , and from thence palled over into Britain, 
where he built a prodigious wall, eighty mi!es_ in length, 
from the river Eden in Cumberland to the Tine in Northumber¬ 
land, in order to fecure the pofl'effions of the Romans againft 
the incurfions of the warlik Caledonians, who, upon the 
departure of Agricola, had revolted, and recovered their 
ancient liberty. He there difgraced his fecretary Suetonius 
Tranqnillus, no doubt the hiftorian, and Scpticius Claras , cap¬ 
tain of the praetorian guards, for their difrefpe&ful behaviour 
towards the emprefs Sabina. 

Having fettled the affairs of Britain, he returned to Gaul, 
and built at Nifmes a magnificent edifice in honour of Pki¬ 
na, Trajan s widow. The famous amphitheatre, of which 
the remains are (till to be feen in that city, is likevyife fup- 
pofed to have been raifed by him, or by his fucceffor Anto¬ 


ninus. From Gaul he went into Spain ; rebuilt at Tarraco , 
(now Tarragona) the temple which Tiberius had creeled to 
Augufats, and held a general affembly of the Hates of Spain, 
in order to fettle fome differences which had arifen about the 
levying of recruits for the Roman armies. At Tarraco he 
was very near being killed by a Have, who aflaulted him 
with a drawn fword, while he was walking in a gardem The 
Have was leized, and being found difordered in his fenfes, 
log killed Adrian committed him to the care of his phyficians. From 

Spain he returned to Rome, but did not ftay there long; 
for, in the beginning of the following year, tne third of his 
progrefs, he was at Athens, from whence he went into the 
eaff, where he prevented a war with the Parthians, by a con- 
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T he following year, he 

vifited Cilicia , Lj- 
Phrygia ; ordering 


temples, fquares, and other edifices to be built, at his cx- 


Archip 
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oferpine, called the Eleufh 



films, after he had prelided there at the public games, and 
bellowed innumerable favours upon the Athenians , he went 
Sicily, out of curiofity to fee the top of mount /Etna , and 
from thence returned to Rome , in the beginning of the fol- 

The two next vears. the eleventh and twelfth 


lowing year, 
of Adrians reign, are quite 

UA m it t • 


w w w - 

barren of events. The next 


vear, he re-built, at his own expence, the cities of Nicomedia , Rebuilds 
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fcveral ci- 


Cttjarea, and Nicaa 

tirely deftroyed by an earthquake. For this he was {tiled ties at his 


of Bithy 


In the thirteenth year of his reign own ex- 


he fet out again upon a new progrefs, palling fit 

his arrival, it rained, after 


./i 

it 


Aft 

five 


pence 


where, upon ms arrival, ic rainea, arter a rive years 
drought, which, with the many favours he bellowed upon 
the inhabitants of that province, gained him the affe&ions of 
all ranks of men. From Africa he returned to Rome, and 
there caufed the obfequies ol Plotina , to whom he owed the Plathia 
empire, to be performed with the utmoft pomp and magnifi- dies, and 
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Af 


af- is ranked 


He appeared for nine days in among the 


cence. one aiea eitner wnn 
ter his return from thence. 

deep mourning for her, wrote an elegy in her praife, and gods; 
caufed her to be ranked among the gods. 

The next year Adrian built a magnificent temple at Rome, The tern- 
in honour of that city, and of the goddefs Venus , which was pie of Ve~ 
called the Temple of Rome, and the Temple cf the fortune of mis and 
Rome. On account of this temple he changed the ancient Rome. 
name of the feaft, which was kept yearly on the twenty- 
firft of April , for the foundation or Rome, calling it Romana, 
inftead of Palilia. This temple, and Trajan ’s pillar, were 
two of the things which the emperor Conjlantius admired 
molt when he came to Rome. It was afterwards burnt by 
accident, and re-built by Maxentius. In the beginning of 
the fourteenth year of his reign he returned to Apia, where 
he confecrated l'everal temples. In Cappadocia, he purchaied 
a great number of Haves for the fervile offices of the camp. 

He lent back to Cofi'boes his daughter, who had been taken 
prifoner by Trajan, and promifed him his golden throne, 
but never gave it. He invited to a conference all the neigh¬ 
bouring kings, and loaded them with rich prefents. From 
Syria he palled into Palcfline and Arabia , and from thence 
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It was called 


had been publilhed by the praetors. 
perpetual , becaufe it was to continue in force lor ever, to be 
as a body of Handing laws, to prevent the great confufton 
occafioned by new edicts, and to ferve as a rule in the admi- 

niiiration of juft ice throughout the whole empire 
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Adrian, continued in Egypt all this and the following year. He dii 

i-- —liked the fickle and fatirical temper of the Egyptians in ge 

neral, and particularly of the Alexandrians. But, notwith 
ftanding this, he repaired, at his own expence, their city 
which had been almoft intirely ruined by the Romans ; re 
ftored them to their ancient privileges, which they had’for 
feited, and heaped many new favours upon them. Th, 
Alexandrians were very thankful for all this while he wa; 
among them ; but the moment he was gone, they loadec 
him with virulent lampoons. From Egypt Adrian pafled into 
Lybia Cyrenaica , where he killed with his own hand (for he 
took great delight in hunting) a lion of a monftrous fi Ze 
which had committed great ravages in that country. J 
Death of The death of Antinous, a beautiful youth, greatly beloved 
Antinous. by Adrian , who was addicted to the moft unnatural plea- 

lures, happened during his ftay in Egypt. The account 
which Adrian himfelf gave of his death was, that he fell ac¬ 
cidentally into the Nile y as he was failing on that river with 
him, and was drowned. But Dion Cajpus allures us, that 
Adrian , who had great faith in magic, being made to believe, 
that he (hould prolong his life by facrificing an human vic¬ 
tim to the infernal gods, accepted of the tender which Anti- 
nous made him of his life, all the reft preferring their own 
fafety to the emperor’s. Adrian would rather have facrificed 
his deareft friends ; but no compulfion was to be ufed, and 
Anthious was the only perfon who would voluntarily lay 
down his life for him. Adrian bewailed him with all the 


He is 
ranked a- 


tendernefs of a woman lamenting the death of her hulband, 
To allay in fome meafure his grief, he delired the Greeks to 
rank him among the gods, which they did accordingly; fc 
that in a lhort time all the eaftern provinces were filled 


mong the w ith ftatues, temples, and chapels, confecrated to this new 


gods. 


divinity. 

The following year Adrian left Egypt , and returned to Sy¬ 
ria, where he ftaid this and the next year ; and in the 
fpring of the year after, having vifited Thrace and Maccdon , 
he fct out in order to return to Italy , but ftaid a long time 
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at his 


"Jupiter Capitolinu 
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Capitolif! 


the place 


where the ancient temple flood. But of this revolt, and the 
fatal confequences that attended it, we fhall fpeak farther 
in a more proper place. About the fame time, the Alani, or 
SAeJjageta, a people of Sarmatia , under the condu<5l of their 
king Pharafmanes , committed dreadful ravages in Media, 
entered Armenia , and penetrated into Cappadocia ; but loon 
withdrew from thence, not caring to encounter Flai'ius 
Arrianus , governor of that province, who was prepared to 
meet them. 

In 
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Jn the mean time, Adrian continued at Athens, being Adrian. 

mightily taken with the cuftoms and learning of the Atheni- u.— j 

ar l He was there admitted to the great myfteries of Elen- 
L different from thofe in which he had been initiated fome 
(ears before. Having been created archon of Athens before 
j,e was emperor, he aflumed the habit peculiar to that dig¬ 
nity, and, with the other magiftrates, celebrated the great 
feft'ival of Bacchus ; on which occafion he diftributed large 
fums of money, and an immenfe quantity of corn among the His gene 
people. He embelliihed the city of Athens with a library of roihy to * 
wonderful ftruCture, and fo many noble buildings of other the 7 At he- 
kinds, that he was looked upon as the fecond founder of „} ans , 
that city, one quarter of which was from him called Aclria - 
tiipslis. He likewife finiflied the magnificent temple of Ju¬ 
piter Olympus, begun, according to Pbilojlratus, five hundred 
and fixty years before. In this temple he dedicated an altar 
to himfelf; and he likewife fuffered the Greeks to build a 


temple to him. 

Adrian having now fpent almoft feventeen years in travel- jj e re- 
ling into the leveral provinces of the empire, that is to fay, turns t o 
almoft over all the then known world, left Athens , and re- R ome , 
turned at length to Rome, where he had not been long, when 
ambaffadors arrived from Vologefes , king of Armenia , with 
complaints again!! Pharafmanes , king of Iberia ; and from 
the Jazyges , a people of Sarmatia , who were defirous to 
have their ancient treaties with the people of Rome con¬ 
firmed by the emperor. Adrian conducted them to the fe- 
nate, where their requeft was granted. Pharafmanes came 
to Rome in perfon, with his wife and fon, to anfwer the com¬ 
plaints of Vologefes ; bringing with him rich prefents for 
Adrian , who not only repaid them with others far more va¬ 
luable, but likewife prefented him with fifty elephants, 
five hundred chofen men for his guard, enlarged his domi¬ 
nions, and caufed an equeftrian ftatue to be ereCted to 
him. 


Soon after this, Adrian fell into a lingering diforder, at- He falls 
tended with frequent bleeding at the nole, which the phyfi- into a 
cians of thofe days aferibed to his going conftantly with his lingering 
head uncovered in all forts of climes and weather. As he difeafe. 


was advanced in years, the lofs of blood was followed by a 
dropfy, from which having no hopes of recovering, he be¬ 
gan to think of naming a fucceflbr. Servianus , who had 
married his filler ; Fufcus , his own great nephew; Pletorius 
Repos, his ancient and intimate friend ; and Tirentius Genii - 
onus, a man greatly beloved and efteemed by the fenate, oc¬ 
curred to him, as the moft capable of the fupreme power ; 
hut neverthelefs, neglecting them, nay, conceiving an irre- 
concilcable hatred of them, for no other reafon but becaufe 
they were equal to the empire; contrary to the expectation of Adopts L. 
all, and the advice of his friends, he made choice of L. Com- Commodus 
modus Vents, who was indeed fprung from an illuftrious fa- Veras, 

mily, 
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mily, and was endowed with many good qualities, but y 
judged rather not unfit for the empire, than equal to it. f 
’was of a very weak conftitution, and, at the fame tinn 
exceffively debauched ; nay, it was commonly thought, th; 
the price of his adoption was his conienting to fatisfy ddr, 
art's infamous paffion for him. This adoption oceaiione 
great rejoicings in Rome , and Adrian treated the people wit 
games in the Circus , and combats of gladiators, and diftri 
buted a confiderable largcfs among them and the foldierv 
Vcrus was created praetor a few days after, and fent to go 
vern Pannoma , where he behaved remarkably well, but i, 
who dies, lefs than a year was feized with a bloody flux, of which h 

died. His funeral was performed with the utmoft pomn 
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and is 

ranked a- . .» 

mono- the begun for himfelf, and he was, at the emperor’s defire, rank- 


ifoll 


gods. 


ed among the gods, and Hatties and temples were erected tc 
him in feveral cities. 


retires to 
7! bur. 


Adrian In the mean time, Adrian retired to Tibur, (now Tivoli). 

where, as Tiberius had done before at Caprcct , he gave him¬ 
felf up to all manner of lewdnefs ; and a bloody flux having 
foon after reduced him to a very low ftate, he abandoned 
where he himfelf to his natural cruelty, which he had retrained till 
abandons then, ordering many illuftrious perfons to be arraigned and 
himfelf to executed under various pretences, and others to be privately 
lewdnefs murdered. Among the former were his brother-in-law Str¬ 
and cru- vianr/s, and his great nephew Fufctis, .who, he pretended, 


city. 


To 


had formed a defign of feizing the empire, 
cruelty, he ufed to lament the unfortunate condition of 
princes, who, he faid, were never thought to be in danger 
till they were killed. He was fome time in fufpcnce whom 

He adopts he fhould adopt in the room of Vcrus , but at laft pitched 


Tints An- 

teninus ♦ 


fhould adoDt M. 

Vt 


the foil of the deceafed prince of that name. Soon after 
Death of this adoption, which difpleafed many, the emprefs Sabina 

died, and was, by Adrian's order, ranked among the gods; 
though he had either poifoned her, or, by his ill ufage, for- 


tne em¬ 
prefs Sa¬ 
bina. 


ccd her to lay violent hands on herfelf. 


Adrian bore his illnefs a long time with firmnefs 

Ic 


Trajan's 
impati¬ 
ence in his 
illnefs. 


and pa¬ 
tience but at laft, being tormented with violent pains in 
every joint of his body, and thefc, as well as the dropfical 
humour, irtcreafing daily, he grew quite furious, and in 
Ills rage put feveral fenators to death, and ordered Aniorav.vs 
to take care that fome others, whom he named, were^ exe¬ 
cuted. But that good-natured prince warned them of their 
danger, and advifed them to keep out of the way, which ac¬ 
cordingly they did, and were laved. In the mean time, 
Adrian , racked with excruciating pains, wifhed for death ttf 
end his mifery, and often called"for a dagger and for poifon* 

promiling impunity, and offering a great reward to whoever 
K .. , . ’ ' ’ ’ Having 


ihould 


one- 
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fon ; but this laft chole rather to kill h' m ft if 1.1 bis pretence, 
tiian obey his command. In this condition Ad, An removed 


to 


'.pan 


A 


Juft 
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expired, he compofed ami recited feme remarkable lines, in¬ 
quiring of his loul. Whither it dejigned to go ? He die ] at 

Bata 


He re¬ 
moves to 

where lie 
dies. 


Year of 


years, five months, and fevcnteen days; and reigned twenty Romero* 
years and eleven months, wanting one day. His body was o fCbrijl 

burnt at Putcoli , and his afties conveyed to Rome , and de- 138. 
pofited in the magnificent maufoleum which he had built for 

himfelf. 

Adrians cruelties had provoked the public hatred to fucha Thefe- 

rsate are 
for annul¬ 


ling his 


degree, that the fenate were for annulling all his acfs ; and, 
at nrft, unanimoufly oppofed Antoninus's demanding for him 
the fame honours which had been decreed to former emper¬ 
ors : but on his remonftrating, that they could not condemn adts, but 

deify him 
at the re- 
quefl: of 
Antoninus 
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the memory of Adrian without annulling his adoption, and 
degrading him from the empire ; the respect and veneration 
which they all had for him prevailed ; efpecialiy when they 
law a great number of perfons appear, who were thought to 
have been murdered, but had been faved by Antoninus ; and 
divine worlbip was accordingly decreed a prince whom all 
abhorred. Antoninus built a magnificent temple to him at 
Puteoli? and inftituted games, priefts, and facrifices, to his 
honour. 

No prince, perhaps, ever railed fo many public and pri¬ 
vate edifices as Adrian ; for he built in moil cities of any 
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note, efpecialiy at Athens ; and Greece was full of his edifices, 
bridges, and aqueducts ; of which, one of the moft famous 
was that in New Athens? a city built entirely at his expence 

Delos: At Rome , he rebuilt the Pantheon , 


His build- 
ings. 


the baths of 
ifices. His pa- 


the temple of Neptune , the fquare of Augijlus , 
dgrippa? and an infinite number of other edifi 
lace at “Tivoli was a ftupendous ftrmSfurc, as appears by the 
remains of it now in the hands of the Reman Jcfuits. He 
built a new bridge over the liber , now called the bridge of 
Saint Angelo, and near it his own maufoleum, which we have 


already Ipoken of, more like a caftle than a tomb, and at 


prefent the only fortrefs of Rome, now called Cq/:el Sant An¬ 
gelo . Carthage , Jera Salem? two cities in Spam ; Aalurja? now 
Efjck? in Pannonia ; S'tratordee? in A/lace don ; Palmyra? in Sy¬ 
ria ; and Necoccefcirma , in Ponius? for feme time do re his 
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Adrian, polls ; A dr: another a ^ in Myjla ; and A drum c, in the fame pro¬ 



vince. 


His regulations, with refpect to tlie army, the court, and 
His regu- the tribunals of juftice, were ftill obferved in the end of the 
Jations. fourth century. 


His cha 

racier. 


He was tlie fir if who employed the Roman 
knights in the quality of fccretaries, and committed to them 
the care of his domeftic affair:.; other emperors having em¬ 
ployed only their freedmen in fuoh offices. The Reruns had 
naanv private manufactures, or work-ho ufes, where they kept 
great numbers of people, efpecially flavcs, at work. Thefc 
houfes were like to many prifons, to which mafters fentfuch 


of their Haves as had difobliged them, and even kept them 
there in chains. Many, to avoid being inlifted, or puni/hed 
for their crimes, concealed themfelves in thefe work-houics; 
the owners of which were likev/ife thought to feizc paflen- 
gers and nr angers. Haves or freedmen, and flint them up, 
and make them work, without their being ever afterwards 
heard of. To remedy thefe abufes, Adrian fupprefied all 
work - hou fes that 
public. 

Adrian was a man of mod extraordinary parts, and had 

He was 
Ke could 


did not belong to the emperor or the 


feme great virtues, but allayed with no lefs vices, 
endowed with a memory aimoft beyond belief. 


repeat by heart a whole book, however difficult and intri¬ 
cate the fubjedl of it was, after having once read it: h; 
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knew the name of every foldier in the army, and remembered 
tlie names of all the old ibluiers, who had ever ferved under 
him, though they had been long difounded. He excelled in 
every branch of learning, and was, without companion, 
tlie beft orator, poet, grammarian, phiiefopher, arid mathe¬ 
matician of his time ; well {lulled in phyhc, and acquainted 

the virtues and properties of nioft herbs and minerals. 
He was an excellent painter, and the beft mufician of the 

ven applied himfclf to the ft udy of ju¬ 
dicial aftrology and magic, in which he had far too much 
belief. He would, at the fame time, write, dictate to fcveral 
iberetanes, give audience to his minifters, anddifeourfe with 
them rd'out affairs of the greateft immortancc; for no man 
was better acquainted with his domeftic affairs, than he v/as 
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he 
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with tho f b of the whole empire. H 
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a great favourer of 
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learned men, and his court was con Handy croud c cl with phi- 
iofophers, orators, poets, mathematicians, £sfc. for whom he 
always lhevveJ a particular efteem, and took pleafure in d;l- 
puting with them, and challenging the poets by extemporary 
verfes, at which he had an extraordinary talent. Having one 
day excepted again ft an expreftion ufed by Favcnius, that pln- 
lofophcr niodcilly yielded, though he might have produced 
iufficient authorities for his exp ref i on; which feeming ftrany 
to his fr'ends, Do you thinly laid Favordus plcnfantlv, that 1 
■nd!! pretend to hr more i, anted them one who has thirty legion si 


* 
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The beginning of his reign afforded many inftances of his 
clemency and good-nature; but he afterwards caufed feveral 
perfons to be unjuftly put to death : whence feme writers 
extol him as a moft merciful prince, whilft others reprefent 
him as naturally inclined to cruelty, but often foreivin'* ipiu- 


ries tnre 

Domiticn 


[tilth would not fail to raife dijlurbuncos , and of 


ifpircd aveunfi 
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k :vas only likely to commit 


ujl to p 


ic for a crime which 


He freely forgave thofe who had 


one free accels to him, and feemed never better pleafed than 
when they fpoke to him freely, or admonifhed him of 
his faults. He was courteous and affable to all, converfed 


familiarly with his friends, and vifited them, nay even his 
freetimen, when indifpofed, twice or thrice a day, comfort¬ 
ing them in their ficknefs, and afufting them with his coun- 
l'els. He was affiduous and impartial in the adminiftration of 
jufrice, had always an high rcfpect for the fenate and magi- 
llrates, and narrowly inquired into the conduct and behavi¬ 
our of his minifters, difeharging them when guilty of the leaft 


mifdemeanor. He allowed his freedmen no power; and 
inch as pretended to have any, in order to gain by that means 
wealth or credit, he punifhed with the uttnoft feverity. He 
was an enemy to all pomp and parade, would never fuffer 
the fenate to attend him but upon bufinefs, and, out of 
Rome, laid af.de the ffate of an emperor. His liberality knew 
no bounds; and, where-ever he went he left behind him 
marks of a magnificence truly great and princely. He is laid 


never to have feized unjuftly the property of any man; nor 
would he ever receive legacies left him by perfons he did not 
know', or by fuch of his friends as had children. He revived 
raid reftored the ancient military difeipline, which had been 
decaying ever lince the time of shigu/lus. 

He is generally blamed by the ancients as too inquifitive, 
and prying into every one’s fecrcts, though they no way 
concerned him; as addidfed to the moft infamous plea- 
fures, and abandoned to all manner of fuperftition; which 
was the chief caufe of his perfecuting the Chrijlians , whom 
he looked upon as enemies to his gods- He gave ear to flan- 
derers, and believed every tale they told him, even againft 
h:s beft Iriends ; to which was owinu, that all thofe whom 


he had moft favoured, and raifed to the higheft honours, 
were in the end di{graced, treated by him as enemies, and 
either put to death or banifhed. He took great delight in 
hunting, and loved his dogs to fuch a degree, that lie built 
thnn tomb'', and wrote himfelf their epitaphs. He was the 
hut emperor who let his heard grow, to cover lome fears 
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which disfigured that part of his face. Upon the whole h n 
was endowed with great virtues, which were ftrangely allied 
with as great vices ; but in hb government and adminifiration 
he was admirable, and the empire received vaft advantages from 
his eftablifhments, which produced a peace and fecurity far 

more lafting than could have been expected from fo degenerate 
a republic. 

Among the writers who flourished at this time, we mult 
reckon Adrian himfelf; for he publifiled feveral works both 
in prole and verfe. Of the phiiofophers, Epictetus \v as by far 
the moil renowned. Plutarch , Suetonius , Flows, Arrian 
Philo , &c. graced his reign. 







ANTONINUS PIUS. 


Antoninus 


nn 


furnamed born 
the Pious, not d 




pre 


4 + 

grand 


father Titus Aurelius Fulvus , being the firft conful of the Au- 
relian family, which was that of Antoninus. His father was 
likewife honoured with that dignity, and univerfally efteemed 
on account of his extraordinary accomplifhments and inte- 
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Cabitdin 




Dion Cajffi i 


long fince ; that we can only give a general idea of his reign. 

His engaging behaviour towards all his relations, even 
from his infancy, induced many of them to leave him their 
eftates ; by which means he became extremely rich. He dif- 



vi c 


Upon the death of that prince he was immediately de- 
Declnred dared emperor, without the Jeaft oppofltion. He was then 
emperor, turned of his fiftieth year. 

His firft care was to free all thofe whom Adria?i had con¬ 
demned in his iaftfic! 


Adrian 'would have done 


ivi 

V# 


knefs, and not executed; declaring that 
me the fame, if he had recovered. This, 


with his obtaining for that piince the fame honours 
Honoured which had been conferred upon the very beft of emperors, 
w ith 

title of A- 


tue 


!' , 


and his continuing all the' magi ft rates and officers in their 
former fiat ions, was what, according to fome writers, made 

trie fen ate decree him the p-Jorions filename of Pius. Others 


the I'enate decree him the glorious furname of Pius. 
think thn* this title was eiven him for the erreat care h 
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of his aged father-in-law ; and others a?ain ffiv, it was m re- 
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ward for his natural fweetnefs of temper, and the extraordi 
narv relpeft he fhcwed on all occafions for religion and its 
minifters, Paufanius thinks he deferved not only this 
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of mankind 


title, 

>c fa- 


jilWit -*---- - - # -"- ***'' w si . mu;, 3 

and of high pontiff ; and his wife Fauffina , with that of Au- 
pijia. He refufed many other honours which the fenate of¬ 
fered him; and, among the reft, the title of father of his coun¬ 
try, which, however, he accepted the following year. 

He was no fooner feated on the throne, than he lefiened lie lefllms 
moftof the impofts and tributes, and briefly injoined his re- tiie taxes, 
reivers to levy them without any rigour ; faying, That he had 
rather he poor , than have his coff ers filled at the expence of an cp- 
preffed people. He difpofed of the greateft part of his private 
eftate, which was very great, in favour of indigent citizens; 
and when the emprefs Fauffina repined at his gencrofity, 
he told her. That a prince ought to have no private intcrefl , no 

'' c welfare. K 


private property , nor any thing in vie w but the publi 
ipprefled feveral pennons which Adrian had granted to ufe- 
1 s nerfons : favin?. That he could not bear t 


I'n 

le 


thofe zoho were of no fie 
ibours of others. 




lnthclecond year ot his reign, he married his daughter Marries 
Annia Fauffina to M. Aurelius , whom he created Caj'ar. Fauuhm 
About the fame time one Cclfus revolted in Dacia, or Germany: to TJ. Ai 
but all we know of this affair, is, that the emprefs was relius. 
greatly difpleafed with Antoninus ’s clemency towards his cne- 
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nues. 


Fanff 


notwithftanding the 


diflolute life fhe had led, was ranked among the gods, and ho¬ 
noured with divine worfhip, temples, facrifices, ftatues of 
gold and filver, iffc. 'Fhe emperor was not unacquainted 
with her irregular conduct, but did all he could to keep her 
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diforders concealed from the public. 


^ The next year the Brigant.es in Britain revolted, but were The Bri- 
loon reduced by Lollius Urbicus , governor of that province, games re- 
who deprived them of great part of their country, fubdued volt, and 
the more northern nations, and built a new wall between the are re- 
Friths ot Forth and Clyde. For the victories gained by Lol- duced. 
bus, Antoninus was honoured with the furname of Britannicus. 

1 he following year, Antoninus gave the manly robe to Lucius 
bents, whom he had adopted at the requeft of Adrian, and 
who was now entered into the iifteenth year of his age. On 
this occafion, he alfumed the confulfhip for the fourtii time ; 

M. Aurelius Citfar, the fecond time ccnful, being his coi- 


ie 

( 


Daci 


oi's of thofe provinces. The Ahmi too, attempting to invade 

the Roman territories, were driven back into their own 
tommy. 


I 


Antoninus , 
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Aa t ssUm o s jfntauTnuj highly plcafcd with die condofi of J/. AuriUn 
* -■ ■> »■■ > imrcfted him with the tnbunirian and proconsular power 
jSstoaimtu confuted him in all affairs of moment, often followed his 
foews a advice, and {offered him to govern as if he had been his 
great e- partner in die fcvereignty: but as the condud of I. y enu 
Item for was very different from that of M. Aurelius* die emperor 
if- JzTcli- treated him in quite another manner; neither giving him the 
mr 9 but tide of Corfut* or any other peculiar to the apparent heir of 
me for the empire. 

X. Farm j. Several of the following rears of Artoninuts reign arc bar- 

ren of eicats, and afford nothing remarkable, unlefs it he 
the extraordinary union of the con fuls of one of thefe years, 
^ktkuHus Conaianas* and Zhuntiliys Maximus . They were 
brothers, both very learned, both rich, and both experienced 
in civil and military affairs. They a&ed on all occaliom as 
if they had not been two, but one perfon. They governed 
the provinces together, the one being lieutenant to the other; 
were confuis together; wrote to the emperor, received an* 
fivers, judged caufrs, published books, in common ; and were 
In the end unjclly condemned and executed together by order 
He Hops of the emperor 

the pene- In the fifteenth year of Antoninus's reign, Martyr 

cocoa a- publilhed his firft apology for the Cbrijlians* ana prefented it 
«4iad the to the emperor, to his Adopted fons, and to the fenate. The 
CbrifiittKM emperor was fo moved by it, and by the informations whidi 

be received from other quarters, that he wrote a letter to the 


iiuft 


% 


‘f 


li ^ 

ta'th rigsur:/ the law . At the fame fime he wrote in behalf 
of the Chrijftant to the AibexJaus* V brijalonians* LariJJeans, 
and all the Greeks. Thefe letters put anon to the pcrfecution 
for the prefect; but it broke out anew under his fuccdfor M, 
Aurelias . 

In the following year, the Tiber , cvxrflov/ing its banks, laid 
the lower part of Rome under water. The inundation was 
followed by a fire, which confumed part of the city; and i 
famine, which fwept off great numbers of its inhabitants, 
norwitbffnndingali the care which the good-natured emperor 
took to have corn brought from even tnc mofl diilant pro¬ 
vinces. The fame vear the cities of A Jerrican* in Gaul, and 


Year 




fit 


the following year he was raiftd to ta 
car arrer, the cities of Cos and Rhodes. 
I Lyclu and Curia , were overturned 
it Aizzwuxz:* reffored them to their 


Juiirj, a i.d mode go^d the of |he inhabitants. 
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The remaining years of this emperor’s reign are quite Antoninus 
barren of events. In the Iaft of it, M. Attrehu$ Cnrjar, the 
third time, and L. Verm , the fecond, were confuls ; when 
Jntminus was feized with a violent fever at Lorium , one of The death 
his country-feats, which put an end to his life on the feventh of Antoni- 
oiMarchy after he had lived feventy-three years, five months, mus. 
and fix teen or (eventeen days; and reigned twenty-two years, 
feven months, and twenty-fix days. When he found death Year of 




mended the empire to him, without taking the leaft notice 
of Lucius Verus . He then ordered the golden image of For- 
/«*, which always flood in the emperor’s bed-chambcr, to 
be removed to that of Af. Aurelius . He left his paternal 

eftate to his daughter, and^ legacies to all his friends and do- 
medics ; and, though he died in an advanced age, he was as 
much lamented by all his fubjeds, as if he had been fnatched 
off in the bloom of his youth. His remains were depofited He Is 
in the (lately maufoieum of his predeccfibr Adrian , and the ranked 
fcnatc ranked him among the gods, and decreed him a temple, among the 
priefts, facrifices, and annual games. gods. 

Antoninus is juftly extolled by all the ancients for his many 
virtues. He was naturally of a fwcet mild temper, ever in- His cha • 
dined to mercy, even to the moft wicked. He was affable rafter, 
and obliging to all, and cafy of acccfs even to the meaneft of 
his fubje&s, efpccially if they came with any juft complaint 
inft his officers or minifters. He was an utter enemy to 
pomp and oftentation. His acceffion to the empire made 
no alteration in him. His table was rich, without extrava¬ 
gance; and frugal, without meannefs. He never courted 
the favour of the people, but feemed rather to defpife popular 
zpplaufe. He never flattered others, nor fuffered any one to 
flatter him. His obfcrvance of the laws and ceremonies of 
the Romans , was very ftri& and fincere ; and his behaviour 
at all public a&s of religion, fueh as (hewed a profound re- 

e for the Deity. As he never admitted anv to his friend- 
till he knew them well, he was unalterably conftant in 
his attachment. During his whole reign of three and twenty 
years, he is faid never to have done any one thing that fa¬ 
voured of cruelty, or ill nature, or that could give the 
leaft juft motive of offence to any perfon j nor ever to 
have removed fuch as di(charged their office to the fatisfoc- 
don of the people, unlcfs they themfelves defired it. He was 
unboundedly generous with his own money, but fparing of 
that of the public: whence, at his death, liis private coffers 
were found empty, but the Exchequer full. He avoided war 
as much as poffible, and was often heard to fay. That be had 
rather fave one atixen^ than Je/boy a thousand enemies * 

Among the writers who flourilhtrd under this prince, were 
Jufiin % toe hiftorian, Appian y and PsAmj the aftrologcr. 
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Marcus Aurelius Artoninus. 


M.t r r ' • 


THE reign of Marcus Aurelius is, by the ancients, com. 
only called the fjWf* age* for this prince made good the 


men 





His ex- 


- frying of Platiy which he often repeated. Thatflutes would be 
i bapft vAku prints mra fbUojophcrs. He was of the Annum 
family, wht'.h fome write?* derive from Nnma PomplJhu* 
the fcccsd kir-g of His grand lather, originally of tbe 

pro', ince of Brother in Spain* w?s the firft Roman fenator of 
this family. His father was railed to the rank of a patriciaa 
by Vefpapnu made governor of K:we* and twice honoured 
with the corXiUhip. His men her was Domilia Calvilla* or 
LuciJh* the daughter of Caknjsus Tztttus* who had alfo been 
twice coriful. Aurelius was born in Rome* during his grand- 
father's lcccnd confulihip, in the year of drift 121. (ijj 
ft 1 ft name was Catrlim w, which was that of his mo¬ 
ther’s grandfather: but his f :rher dying, he was adopted 
bv his grandfather M. Ar-ius Vent* and took his name. 
When he was adopted by the mine of AattmittUS* he took the 
name of Atiius AurAius f nn<* the iwinc of Aurelius being pe¬ 
culiar to the family of Antonina and that of Mlius to the f- 
mily of Adrian* into which Autw 'nus had been adopted. Upon 
his acccffion to the empire, he laid afide the name of fVw, 
znd took that of Antoninus \ without which, Julius Capitolhm 
tells us. That neither the people mr ‘foldsay could* for upwards sf 
as hundred years* loci upon any one as truly emperor ; jo great vm 
their vernation for Antoninus Pius, But hiftorians generally 
diftingaifh him from bis prcdecdfor, either by the p rename 
of Alaraes* or the furname of Pbiiojbphus . 

He was brought up with great care by the empero r Adrian* 
in bis palace, under the greateft men of that age in every 
branch of literature: and we arc told that Adrian would have 
adopted him, had he not been too young. He ftudied phi¬ 
losophy under the celebrated Scphijt Sextus of Checrtnea , PI »- 
torch's n. phew, and other mailers \ eloquence under Herodius 
Jtticus* and AL Cornelius Front *; and the law under L. Vdu- 
flus Metianus* the moft learned civilian of that age. M. Au¬ 
relius is laid to have excelled in all thefe branches of learn¬ 
ing; but his favourite ftudy was philofophy, and particularly 
that of the (totes, among whom be entered himfeif when he 
was but twelve years old; wore their habit, and praHifcd all 
their aufteritles; lying on the ground, fading, and abftain- 
ing from ft vend meats. His rclpcd and veneration for thofe 
wtso had inftru&ed him, was (b great, even after he was em¬ 
peror, that he niifed Junius Rujiuus* who was one of them, 
twice to the conful&ip, and prevailed on the fen ate to erect 
bins a &tue. He (hewed no lefs regard for his other pre- 
ccpcoi s, fitting up tbeir images in gold iu his elefet, vlilt¬ 
ing 


w 




inf 


their fepulchres, and adorning them with flowers. Tho* Aure&to* 
*23 naturally of a ftrong conftitution, he impaired his Vn-y—y 
tilth by his dole application to ftudy, and the aufteritics 


w hicik he pra&ifed, to fuch a degree, that he became very 
jeeMe and infirm: his ftomach, in particular, was greatly 


weakened by failing; to remedy which, he ufed to take 
everyday a preparation of treacle, made up by the celebrated 
GJm. However, as he led a very regular life, he lived al- 
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b ufineft with greater affiduity than any of his predeceflon had 
done* He ha, 1 an averfion to all public (hews and dtverfions, 
icing naturally grave and ferious: but out of complaifimce to 
the people he now and then appeared at them: hut would 
lead, write, or talk to his minifters about bunneft dl the 
while. When he was hut fixteen, he made a prefent of his 
paternal eftate to bis lifter j faying, That his grandfather*t was 
iosogb for him . Adrian , as we have obferved, adopted An- 
tmnus Pius on condition that he ftiould adopt At. AurAims, 
then eighteen years old \ and L. Cmmodus , who was only in 
the feventh or eighth year of his age. At the fame time Adrian 
appointed M. Aurelius quaeftor for the enfuing year; and after 
the death of that emperor, Antoninus gave nun in marriage 

his daughter Amnia Fauftina. 

Upon the death of AnUninus y who had declared At. Aure- I« anade 
Bus his fucccffor, the fenate infifted that this laft (hould take cmoeior 


tirely abandoned to all manner of debauchery, and more in* 
dined to tread in the ileps of Nero and Caligula , than to imi¬ 
tate the virtues of Antoninus and Aurelius . Antoninus, who 
few this, had not fo much as given him the title of Qtfar. 

However, M Aurelius immediately declared him not only Declares 
Cafar, but Auguftus , and his partner in the empire; fo that £. Perms 
Rsme now faw herfelf. for the firft time, governed bv two h»mtM 


Rsme now faw herfelf, for the firft time, governed by two UtnitMr 
forercigns at once. They were both confute together this iatlieftwe- 
year, and Aurelius gave Lucius the name of Finns istftead of mgaty. 
Cmmodus^ and aflutned himfelf that of Antoninus . The two 
emperors governed with great mildnefe and unity, and their 
adminiftration was fuch that none had occafion to repentthe 

lofs of Antoninus . To render this union the more lading, 

Aurelius betrothed his daughter to I. Verus ; and on that 
occafion, great addition was made to the number of children 
who were Tup plied with corn at the public expcnce. # 

The happinefs which Rome and the whole empire enjoyed T*ehq»- 
under thete two fovereigns, was interrupted in the beginning » 
of the following year by a dreadful inundation of die Uhr. wm-mpm 
which deftroyed a great part of Rome, carried away van 
numbers of people and cattle, and laid the neighbouring «d by 
country under water to a confiderable diftance. inis inun- ■)[. 
dation was followed by earthquakes and conflagrations In 

Several 
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Aurelius, fever2.1 provinces, and a general infe&ion of the air, which 

' produced fuch numbers of infecls, that what the flood had 
ipared was devoured by them, and a peftilential difoider and 
famine enfued in Rome. The emperors did what they cohM 
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revolt. Cnlpurnius Agricnlu was font again ft thefe lair, and 
Aufdius Victorinas again ft the Caiti : but what fuccefs they 
had, we know not. L. Virus marched in perfon a gain ft the 
Parthians. , whilft Aurelius ftaid at Rome. Great diiiurbances 
haunened likevvife at the fame time in Armenia , oceafioncd 

A whole 

Roman ar- a ns. Severinus, governor of Cappadocia, having entered Ar¬ 
ray cut off madia at the head of feveral legions, was there attacked by 
bv the the Parthians , and cut oft, with all his army, not a Angle 
Parthians. man efcaping the genera 1 fL ugh ter. 

Vologefcs , elated with this victory, _ entered Syria, and com¬ 
mitted dreadful ravages there, and in Cappadocia, which he 
likewife invaded, after having defeated Comelitmus, who 
commanded in Syria. Aurelius hoped that a military lib 
would give his collogue Vents a diftafte to the idle amufe- 
merits and debaucheries of the town, and for that reafen 




L. Vcrus 
marches 
agamic 
them. 


chiefly feat him againft the Parthians. But Vcrus had pro- 

• r i v _ r •_J _ * 



Afu 


tin, and Cilicia, yet he flopped at every place upon the road 

that could afford him any diverfttm j and arriving in Syria 
when the year was far fpent, he took up his abode at shiliccn, 
and there abandoned himfelf to all manner of lewdnelsj 


while S. Frifcus, 


Caff, 


M. 


Saturnius, Pronto, 


and 1 attaints, who commanded under him, and were all men 

* t All 1 t 


of great experien 


carried on the war. All we know of 


this war, is, that, though it lafted four years, the emperor 
Vents never quitted his pleafures to appear, even once, at die 
head of his army, which confifted of the flower of the Ro¬ 
man troops ; that bus lieutenants performed great exploits m. 
Armenia , Syria, Mefopotamia, Media , and upon the baius or 
They are the Tim’s \ that they befieged Edejja ; gained many lignal 

victories ; and gave the Parthians a total overthrow at Lu- 

rofn\ a city of Syria, on the Euphrates. f 

Whilft L. Vefus wallowed in debauchery at Antioch, Aure¬ 
lius, by his own example, and feveral wholefome laws, en¬ 
deavoured to reform the manners of the Romans, and to re¬ 
claim the vicious by gcntlenefs, rather than feverity. 1 he 
people now enjoyed all the bleffings of liberty, and were, m 

fach as free under him, as their anceftors had been in the 
1 belt 


toraiiy 
defeated. 
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times of the republic. He paid a greater deference to Aurelius. 
the fenate than even Antoninus had done, referring to them 
the decifion of caufes which belonged to his own tribunal, 

2nd undertaking nothing without their approbation, faying, 
font it vs ns more reafinablefor him to follow the advice of Jo ?na- 
m wife men , than for fi many wife men to follovj his. He lie¬ 
fer failed attending the fenate, delivering his opinion there 
like a private fenator. He adminiftred juftiee in perfon, 
with great afiiduity and impartiality ; heard with patience 
all complaints againff his minifters ; and, fo far as was con¬ 
sent with equity, lent no one away dilfatisfied. He fuf- 
fered no criminal to be condemned or executed, till he him- 
felfhad examined the charge with great attention, and heard 
what the accufed could fay in his defence. He was natu¬ 
rally merciful, but puniihed enormous crimes with great 
i'everity. The inftances of his clemency are innumerable; 
but thofe of his feverity very few. 

The next year, Ferns' s lieutenants reduced Armenia, and Armenia 
reftored that kingdom to Sobemus, who, upon his being ex- reduced, 
pclled by Vologefes, had retired to Rome , where he had been 
made a fenator, and honoured with the confulfhip. For 
this conquelt, the title of Armenicus was decreed to both the 
emperors, who likewife aflumed that of Imperator. The 
following year, M. Aurelius fent his daughter Lucilla into 
Syria , to be married there to L. Verus, to whom Ihe had 
been betrothed for fome time. The year after this, Vologefes 
having attacked the Romans, at the head of a numerous ar¬ 
my, was intirely defeated by Veras's lieutenant Coffins, who, 
purfuing his victory, advanced to Ctefpbon, the capital of 
Parthia , took that city, laid the palace of the Parthian mo- 
narchs in allies, and made himfelf mafter of Edeffa, Babylon, 
and all Media. The city of Seleucia on the Tigris opened its 
gates to him, and received the Rojnans as friends : but ne- 
verthelefs Coffins ordered the inhabitants, to the number of 
four hundred thoufand fouls, to be maflacred^ and the city 
to be utterly demolished. For thefe fuccefl.es the fenate The Par- 
bellowed on L. Verus. though he had never ftirred from t hi a ns ut- 


shtioch, the glorious title of Conqueror of the Parthians and 
Modes. The next year, L. Verus returned to Rome, and 
entered the city in triumph, with M. Aurelius , who took 
his children with him in the triumphal chariot. The title 
of Porthicus was decreed to both emperors, and both a Turned 
that of Father of their country. L. Verus begged that the title 
of Cfio.r might’be conferred on Ccmmodus and Annins Veras, 
the two font; of M. Aurelius, which was accordingly done. 

The return of L. Verus proved fatal to the whole world $ 
for he carried the plague into all the provinces thro’ which 
he palled ; fo that the inreelion fpread not only over all Ita- 
but extended to the moft diflant countries which had any 


terly de¬ 
feated. 


A general 

plague, 

famine, 

earth- 


• \ 


tommy n 1 cat i o n w ten 

by a dreadful 


the Romans. The plague was followed quakes. 


humne. 


earthquakes, inundations, and other 
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Aurelius . calamities j and at the fame time the Marcomanni , one o( 
k— v —-* the moll warlike nations in Germany , having drawn into 

their alliance the Sarmatians, Suevians, Fhiadi, Hermondnri 
War with Narifci, Fidfcvali, Roxolani, Baft ernes, Cojlobochi , Alani , Van- 
the dali, Jazyges, and all the other barbarous nations which bor- 

comanni. dered on the Roman dominions, from Gaul to Illyricum , in- 

vaded the empire. This war, which the hiftcrians of thofe 
times call one of the greatefl that ever fuftained, was 

Both em-judged to be of fuch importance, that both emperors, after 
perors having offered innumerable facrifices to the gods, and im- 
take the plored their afliftance by all forts of ceremonies, haftened 
field. to Aqulleia , to make the neceffary preparations, and early 

the next fpring took the field. The enemy, ftruck with 
terror at their approach, re-pafled the Danube , put to death 
the authors of the war, and fent amhafladors to the empe¬ 
rors to make their fubmiffions, and afk pardon for having 
difturbed the peace of the empire. Ferns, who had quitted 
the diverfions of the city with great regret, was thereupon 
for returning immediately to Rome ; but Aurelius , fufpeaing 
the fmcerity of the barbarians, would not agree to that tiil 
he had fortified Aqulleia with new works, and provided with 
great care for the fafety of Italy and Illyricum. Aurelius 
judged rightly ; for the very next year the war broke out 
again, and the Romans gained a fignal victory over the Mar- 
comanni, Fftuadi, Sarmatians, and Dacians ; and the year after, 
the German nations in general took the field with fuch nu¬ 
merous forces, that both emperors left Rome, and returned 
to Aqulleia, in the very depth of winter, with a delign to at¬ 
tack the enemy early in the fpring : but the plague begin¬ 
ning to rage there with great violence, they thought it ad- 
vifeable to haften back to the metropolis. As they were on 
L. I'erus the road in the fume coach, L. Verus was lei zed with an 
dies. apoplexy, near Altinum, and died three days after, having 
Year of lived thirty-nine years, and reigned eight and fome months. 
Rome 919. His body was conveyed to Rome, where Aurelius caufed it 
of drift co be interred with great pomp, and prevailed upon the fe- 

• 171. nate to rank him among the gods. 

Aurelius , now foie emperor, applied all his thoughts to the 
carrying on of the war againfb the Marcomanni ; and we 
find that his lieutenants gained fome advantages over that 
formidable enemy in the very beginning of the next year; 
The Ro- for he took the title of Impcratorloon after the death of h- 
mnns wor- ms. However, the Marcomanni foon returned to the charge, 
lied by and falling upon a detachment coinmanded by Vindex, cap- 
the Mar - tain of the praetorian guards, cut him and 1110ft of his men 
comanni. to pieces. After this, they approached the Roman territo¬ 
ries, where they were met by the flower of the troops oi 
the empire, and a bloody battle enfued, in which thefe 1 au 
were intirely defeated, and put to flight, after having loll 
twenty thoufand men. The barbarians purfued them tc 

the very walls of Aqulleia, and entered Italy it fell, deilroyinj 

a! 
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jj with fire and fword, and committing every where dread- Aurelius. 
U devaluations. As the plague, which ftill raged in moft 
“ rts of the empire, had greatly weakened the army; Haves, 
gladiators, and all forts of people were admitted among the 
troops, and Aurelius eve. n prevailed upon fome mercenary 
Gowns to ferve againft their countrymen. By this means a 
confiderable army was foon raifed ; but as money was want¬ 
ing to pay them, and defray the other charges of fo dange¬ 
rous a war, Aurelius , rather than burthen his people with 
ne w taxes, expofed to public fale the furniture of the pa- Aurelius 
lace, the gold and filver plate, pi&ures, and ftatues belong- fells his 
(0* to the crown, and even his wife’s robes and jewels, plate. 

The fale lafted two months, and produced fuch an immenfe jewels, 
fmn, as enabled the emperor not only to bear the vaft ex- (Ac. to de¬ 
pence of this war for five years, but alfo to relieve the peo- fray the 
pic with an extraordinary largefs, at a time when proviii- charges of 
onswere exceeding dear. Jutt before Aurelius left Rome, he the war. 
loft his fecond fon Annius Verus Cre far, who died in the fe- 
venteenth year of his age : and about this time he married 
his daughter Luc ilia, the widow of Verus , to Claudius Pom - 
tiitinils, who was originally of Antioch , and the fon of a pri¬ 
vate Roman knight, but a perfon of extraordinary merit, 
wifdom, and integrity, which the emperor ever preferred to 
wealth and nobility. 

The account which the ancients have left us of this war 
with the Marcomanni and their allies, is very fuccinct and 
confufcd. The barbarians, fay they, laid wafts leveral pro¬ 
vinces of the empire, and defeated great armies. The 
Marcomanni and the Vandals made thernfeives matters of 
Pannonia. The Cajlobochi over-ran Greece, and advanced as 
far as Elatea , a city of Phocis , committing horrid ravages 
every where. However, they were at length overcome by 
Aurelius, who, during the whole of this bloody and deftruc- 
tive war, gave innumerable inftances of the greateft pru¬ 
dence and intrepidity. The Marcomanni , Qiiadi, Sarma - 
tians , and Vandals , were forced to abandon Pannonia , and 
retire beyond the Danube , after being terribly defeated, l he 
Jazyges too were defeated twice *, firtt in Pannonia , and the 
fecond time as they were crofling the Danube on the ice. 

Pmpeianus , the emperor’s fon-in-law, who commanded a 
body of troops, defired to have Pertinax joined in the com- 
miffion with him : Aurelius readily complied with his re- 
queft, though he had, not long before, upon fome com¬ 
plaints, deprived Pertinax of an employment which he had 
in Dacia. Pertinax behaved fo well in his new commifiion, 
that the emperor admitted him into the fenate ; and finding 
afterwards that the comolaints againft him were groundlefs. 


Pertinax 
raifed to 

to repair the injury he had done him, he honoured him with the confu¬ 
te praetorian ornaments, and appointed him governor^ of lar digni- 
Ph-vtia and Noricum , from whence he drove the Gcr- 


*y. 


mans 
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Aurelius, mans, who had broken into that province, for which he 

railed to theconfular dignity. 



was 


IDiftur- 


While 
Mai 


p o_ t - -- use 

e out in Egypt, the robbers and 


Egypt* 


Lances in fliepherds of that country, who were very numerous, bavin* 
^ taken up arms, at the mitigation of their priefts, and com¬ 

mitting dreadful diforders. They were headed by one Ip. 
dorus, a man of great refolution and intrepidity ; and being 


■x man of great refolu 


y. m • j ^ v lllr 

joined by great numbers of Egyptians from all parts, they 
defeated the Romans in a pitched battle, over-ran the whole 
country, and would have made themfelves mailers of Jlv. 
andria itfelf, had not Coffins , the fame who had fignalized 
Quelled himfelf in the Parthian and German wars, found means art- 
by Cajjius fully to low divifions among them, by which he at laft ob¬ 
liged them to lay down their arms. Gafins then marched 
into Armenia and Arabia , where he performed great exploits; 
but the particulars of them have not reached us. At the 


fame time, the Moors over-rail the greateft 


St 


Spain in- and committed horrid ravages in that country: but at 
varied by length they were driven out by Aurelius’s lieutenants. Sc- 
iheMcsrs. verns , who was afterwards made emperor, was at that time 


Aurelius 
and Ids 
army in 


r CT, 


quae ft or of the province of Bat tea. 

In this war with the Marcomanni , Aurelius very narrowly 
efcaped being cut oft’ with his whole army. The enemy, 
who were polled on the other ftde of the river Gran, in the 
country of the £h<adi, beyond the Danube , galled the Ro¬ 
mans, by means of their archers and dingers, to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that the emperor thought it advifeable to pafs the ri¬ 
ver and diflodge them ; which was accordingly done, with 
great daughter on both iides. The Marcomanni retiring, 

drew the Romans , who advanced with more courage than 
• « - - - * # # 

caution 


into a defile, among barren mountains, quite dc-fti- 
tute of water. The Remans, doling their ranks, defended 
themfelves with great bravery, and re-pulled the enemy, who 
thereupon gave over the attack, feized the avenues, and 
blocked them up on all Iides. Thus pent up, wearied with 
fatigue, /pent with their wounds, expofed to the burning 
heat of the fun, and tormented with exceftive third:, they 
made tcvernl attempts to open themfelves a way through 
the mid ft of the enemy, but in vain. In this diftrefsful ritu¬ 
al ion, Aurelius , more affected with the bufferings of his men, 
than his own, flew through all the ranks, endeavouring to 
comfort them, and roufe their courage : but officers, as 

ioldiers. began to abandon themfelves to abfolute de¬ 


ls i.-ived well as 
by a -how- foair. and 


t _ looked upon themfelves as irretrievably loft; 

cr oi rain when, on a fudden, clouds gathered in the air, the iky was 

joy, rain fell in great 
ers received, holding their 
helmet:;, and bucklers up to heaven, as they arere- 

ffunou. pillar of Antoninus at Rome. In 


«Ux! it 

v* 

iu; rm. 


overeat;, and, to their inevprcfilbl; 

plenty, whicli the faintim* 

mouths, 
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upon them ; and, as they Aurelius. 

1 • /) l 7 . * J 


c 


bartons ns ~ 

foincwhat refreihcd, attacked them 


to 


circum- 


a: 3 00 fture the barbarians fell 

were'more eager to quench their third, than to repulfe th 
enemy, they muft all have been cut in pieces, had it not 

been for a Violent dorm of hail, attended with prodigious 

thunder and lightning, which difeharged itfelf upon the°bar- 

they advanced again ft the Romans, who, now 

with Arch fury, that 

. .. , them, put the reft 

flight, and took great numbers of prifoners. Th 
fences feem to us fufficiently wonderful, without heighten¬ 
ing the description of this battle, as almoft all hiftorians 
have done, fo as to make an abfolute miracle of it, by fay¬ 
ing, That if any of the fire chanced to fall upon the Ro¬ 
mm, it did not burn, or even feem hot to them, and was 
immediately extinguifhed ; and that the rain which fell upon 
the barbarians was fo far from overcoming the flames which 
coniumed them, that, on the contrary, it doubled their vi¬ 
olence, as if it had not been water, but oil. For this vic¬ 
tory Aurelius was proclaimed emperor the feventh time, and 
the emprefs Fanjlina was honoured by the fenate with the 
tide of Mater Caflrorum , or 'The mother of armies. Notwith- 
ftanding this great lofs, the barbarians continued the war 
above a year longer, till at laft, quite overpowered by Au¬ 
relius, who would have reduced the countries of the Marco - 



mnni and Sarmatians to Roman provinces, had he not been 
interrupted by the revolt of Cajjius , theyrefolved to abandon 
their native foil, and fettle elfcwhere. Aurelius , being in¬ 
formed of their defign, prevented them from putting it in 
execution, laid walie their fields, and cut off their com¬ 
munication with the neighbouring nations ; fo that famine The ene 
i'oon conftraincd them to fue for peace. It was granted to mies fue 
the ijhtadi, who, with their ambaffadors, fent back all the for peac< 
hman deferters, and thirteen thoufund prifoners, whom they 
had taken during the war : but they foon broke it, joined 
with the Marcomanni , Jazyges, Buri, Narifci , and feveral 
other nations, of whom we find no farther mention in hif- 
tory, and attacked the Romans , by whom they were again 
indrely defeated. After this viVfory, moft of the German 
nations fent ambaffadors, offering to fubmit on fuch terms 
as the conqueror fhould think fit to impofe upon them. The 
Marcomanni were ordered not to fettle within five miles of 
the Danube ; and the Jazyges were to retire ftiil farther from 
that river. Thefe laft, who were a very powerful and war¬ 
like people, had taken above an hundred thoufand prifon¬ 
ers in this war, whom they now fet at liberty, and likewife 
furnifhed Aurelius with a body of eighty thoutand horfcme*», 
oi whom he immediately fent five thoufand into Britain, 
where the Romans were threatened with a new war. 'The Bu- 
n ’ and other German nations, obtained a peace up- 

c " taker terms than they would have done, had not the^mj- 
i ;i -er been in hufte to cued the revolt of Caj::n . The 
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Aurelius, hiadi alone feeni to have continued in arms till the 

of Commodits. 



reign 


Avidius Caffi 


as we obferved before, had diflin- 


Revolt of guifhed hiinfelf greatly in the wars againft the Parthimn 
A.CaJJhis. and Sannatians, was, at the tunc of his revolt, governor of 

Syria. Taking advantage of Aurelius s being fully employ¬ 
ed in the Marcomannic war, and, it is laid, of a report which 
was fpread of that emperor’s death, he caufed himfelf to be 
proclaimed in his room, and foon became mafter of all the 
countries beyond mount Taurus, and of Egypt itfelf, the go¬ 
vernor of which declared in his favour. Several foreign 
princes and nations efpoufed his caufe, but none with more 
ardour than the Jeios. Ad. Verus , governor of Cappadocia, 
was the flrft who informed the emperor of this revolt. Au¬ 
relius concealed it for fome time ; but when he found it di¬ 
vulged by public fame, he acquainted his foldiers with it in 
a verv judicious and modeft fpeech, only complaining of the 

J J ^ t t nr . _J ^ !_ .v _ i • i 


fhould 


Cajji 
r er hi 
{hew 


him to a fenfe of his duty. Nor did Caffius , on his fide, ut¬ 
ter any injurious reflections againft Aurelius ; but only 
charged him with negle&ing the moft important affairs of 
the ftate, to attend to the ftudy of philofophy, and with 
fuffering, through an excefs of goodnefs, many diforders 
which it was incumbent upon him, as emperor, to correct. 

Aurelius , having terminated the war with the German na¬ 
tions, as we have related above, fet out for Illyricum , with a 
defign to purfue his march from thence into the Eaft, and 
meet Caffius , declaring. That be was ready to refgn the empire 
to him , tf it Jhould be thought expedient for the public good, which 
alone was what induced him to JuJlain Jo many daily toils and in- 
cejjant labours . But he was not advanced far on his march, 
He is kil- when news was brought him, that CaJJius had ^ been killed 

by fome of his own men : and when the rebel’s head was 
brought him foon after, he exprefled great forrow, turned 
his eyes away, and caufed it to be honourably interred, 
complaining, that he had been robbed of an opportunity of 
Aurelius's fhewing his mercy. Aurelius himfelf would neither try, im- 
great cle-prifon, nor condemn, any fenator concerned in this arrair, 

but referred the whole to the fenate, at the fame time re¬ 
queuing of them, for their honour, faid he, as well as his, 
that no fenator or perfon of diftin&ion might be put to 
death, or punifhed any wav, on account of this revolt; but 
that it might be faid, that fuch only perifhed in this rebel- 
lion, as were killed in the tumult of the war. The fenate 
complied with this requeft, and returned him thanks for the 
regard he had always ihewn even to the moft undefervine 

o « ^ . a /• i i i i <• nr. _ /Jit 


led. 


inency 


members of their body. 


Cajfi 


relites took them under his protection, forbid any one to re- 

misfoi times of their family, and lailed 


proach them with 


j-hp 


them 
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them to great preferments. He gave the government of Sy- Aurelius. 

ria to M. P on whofe bravery he could depend, and L_^ 

appointed his fon-in-Iaw Pompeianus conful for the following 
vear; which nomination the fenate, in their anfwcr to tl e 


the 


emperor’s letter, confirmed, at the fame time, begging or 
him to return to Rome , to invert his fon Commodus with Vhc 


tribunicial power. 


Comwcdus 

ii'.v ked 


Fhe latter part of this requeft he com- with the 


plied with; but we do not find that he returned to Rome, 
or, if he did, he (laid there but a very fhort time ; for we 
are told, that, immediately after the death of CaJJius , he 
went into the Eaft, and took with, him his fon Commodus , 
and his wife Faujiina , which laft died fuddenly in a village 
called Halala , at the foot of Mount Taurus. She was a 
woman of an abandoned life, unworthy of fuch a father as 


Antoninus , or fuch a hufband as Aurelius , whom fome did not dies, 
believe to be the father of Commodus . 


tribunitial 

power. 

Aurelius 
goes into 

Xdr : 

Faujiina. 


Aurelius , arriving in the Eaft, freely forgave all the cities Aurelius’s 
and communities there, which had fided with CaJJius , ex- great 
cept Antioch , the inhabitants of which having diftinguifhed goodnefs. 
themfelves above all others by their zeal for that rebel, and 
their hatred to him, he deprived of all their privileges, fup- 
prefled their public affemblies, and took from them their 
fhews and fpe&acles, which they were extremely fond of. 

But his anger being foon appeafed, before he left Syria, he 
relfored them to their former condition, and even condef- 
cended to vifit them. From Syria he parted into Egypt , 
where he not only forgave, but enriched with feveral pri¬ 
vileges, the city of Alexandria , which had likewife fided with 
CaJJius. Having vifited moft of the chief cities in the Eaft, 
ana given every where innumerable inftances of his humani¬ 
ty and good-nature, he went to Athens , where he was initia¬ 
ted in the Eleufinian myfteries, and after conferring many 
favours on that city, and eftablifhing in it profeffors of 
all the fciences, with handfome allowances, to be paid out 
of the exchequer, he returned to Ro?ne with his fon Cow-Returns 
modu^ whom he named conful for the enfuing year, though to Rome, 
he was at that time but ftxteen. Soon after, he honoured 
him with the title of mperator, which he himfelf aftumed for Year of 
the eighth time, probably for fome victory gained over the Romegz y. 
Germans by Pertinax , whom he had appointed governor of of Chrift 
Iliyricum. After this, both he and Commodus entered Rome 173. 
m triumph, diftributing, on this occafion, among the peo¬ 
ple as many pieces of gold a-head, as he had been abfent Which he 
years. At the fame time, he exhibited moft magnificent enters in 
lhews, though he himfelf took no pleafure in fuch diver- triumph 
lions. The next year, Commodus was honoured by the le- with Cow- 
nate with the title of Father of his country, and by the empe- modus. 
tor with that of Augujlus \ on which occafion Aurelius remit¬ 
ted whatever was owing by private perfons, either to the 
emperor, or to the exchequer, ever fince the time of Adrian’s 
form ing all fuch debts. Aurelius continued all this year at 

VOL.IV. K k ' Rome, 
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Aurelius. Rome , and reformed fevend abufes, partly by his example 
1 ' and partly by wholefome laws. lie could not iiipprefs the 



The Mar- 

ccmunni 

renew the 

Avar. 


as he was an enemy to all cruelty and bloodfned, he tool 
from them their fbarp 1 words, and allowed them only blun 
ones, in the nature of our foils, faying. That they mini, 
difplay iheir (kill equally well with than. 


The next year, the Marcomanni and their confederate 



to the fenate, ddired leave to 
•e the necellary funis for carry- 


tius Prafens ; and repairing 
take out of the public trealm 
ing on the war, faying. That an emperor had nothing of ih 
own , not even the palace he lived in ; but that all belonged to the 
fenate and people. He then went to the capitol, where he 



and that he would have Jpared them all , Caffius bin felf not ex- 


gains a 

fignal vie 

Q * 

tory over 
them. 


edited, had it been in his power fo to do. In this expedition 
Aurelius Aurelius gained a fignal victory over the Marcomanni , Hcr- 

monduri , Rhiadi, and Sarmatians ; for which both he and his 
fon Commodus took the title of bnperator. Hiftorians tell us, 
that the confequcnce of this battle muft have been the total 
reduction of all Germany , and the different nations inhabit¬ 
ing it, had not Aurelius been prevented by death from com- 
Hisdeath, pleating fo great a work. He died the following year, ei¬ 
ther at Sirmium , now cirmieh , in Sclavonia , or at Vcndobona , 
Year of now Vienna , in Aujlria , authors are not agreed which, after 

having lived fifty-eight years, ten months, and twenty-two 
days, and reigned, from the death of Antoninas Pius , eighteen 


Rome 929 


ot Chri-i 


J 77* 


He is 
ranked a- 


niony 

o 

gods. 


liie 


ITis cha¬ 
racter. 


years, and ten or eleven days. Two days before he died, he 
recommended his fon Commodus to the army, and conjured 
his friends to aifift him with their advice. YVe need not fay 
how great was the concern of the fenate and Roman people 
for the iofs of fo good an emperor. His allies were conveyed 
to Rome, and depofited in the Maul ole urn of Adrian. He 
was immediately ranked among the gods, and held in fuch 
veneration, that fuli/ts Capitolinas lays he was, in his time, 
that is, in the reign o i Demotion, Hill v/orfhipped in moft fa¬ 
milies, among their domestic gods ; and whoever had not 
ibme image or ftatue of him in Ills noufe, was looked upon 


as a facrilegious perion. 



great generofiiy, he was not fevere enough to the vicious 
an! wicked ; whence forne governors of provinces, pte- 
fuming upon his gcntlcnefs, plundered, and often with im¬ 
punity, the people Committed to uieir care. He has ban 

blamed 
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y c<l for winking at the monftrous excef.es of his wife ; Aurelius. 

11 1 ;-v 1 "ccUome oi : hio friends once ad v I fed him to divorce 
and i* 1a , 

i.„,. but lie anfv/ei 

!*• * 5 * * . / 



w 

(l 




:ci. If / divorce her , / v:uji return her he 
pirn, tvhich / received of her father. Th 


prefers him 


ref 


a j] r , ic other princes wno hacl r« 
Uefuric time finds fault with h 
pire to Ins vicious ion ( 

Pant'd anus, who was a 
well' qualified for fo gre 


to 

at 


_ im for bequeathing the era- 

nire' to his vicious foil Commodns , and not to his lon-in-law 
- ■ . ,c a perfon of extraordinary parts, and 

V eii quanneu iw iv jo'cat a truft. 

The Meditations of Aurelius , which have reached our 
times are highly commended by all the ancients, as an epi¬ 
tome *of the” beft rules that human rcafon or philofophy 
r ., n f*11txcreft for the conduct of a virtuous life. As this era- 

tall » u oO i- 1 • 

peror was a great encourager oi learning, many eminent 
writers, efpecially philofophers, fiourilhcd in his reign. 
1 'he moft eminent of thefe were Lucian , Crefcentius , Celjus? 
Demoitax , Alexander , the two Sextvfcs , Numenes , Hermogenes^ 
drill ides, CSV. few, or none, of whole works we have, ex¬ 
cept thofe of Lucian , which are defervedly admired for the 
elegance and purity of the ilile, but filled with impious and 

afneiftical fentiments. 
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From the Death of M. Aurelius, to the Death of 
Alexander, when the Empire was 
without the Confetti of the Senate. 



transferred , 


C O M M O D U S. 



OM MODUS was th 


n 


in CcKtmodtts 


_ his father's reign, and the fecond who iucceeded his emperor* 

father in the empire*, to which he was railed when he was 

littl? more than nineteen years ot age. 

A few days after his father's death, he went to the camp. He patch- 

attended by all the chief olficers, and there, after a plauii- Ci) U p a 


irately to Koran•> to enjoy tne ciivernons or u uu 
fiends, and particularly his brother-in-law Pc?/iJfS£Gnus^v/ith 
Puch difficulty prevailed upon him to It a y a little wmle in 

re, impatient to be able to give a loots to his 
:hed up a peace with the rco/ncin ii i , ^ 


peace 
with the 
German 

cations* 


rr.u 

Pcivnonirt, wh 
dafirea, he pate 
and 


ocaer 


C jtrs/ixn nations, even purchahng it oi lorne or 
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Cctamodui them with very large funis. He then haftened to 



where he was received with all pofiible demonftrations of 


joy, and honoured with a triumph, the furname of Pius, and 
ali the marks of diftinclion that had ever been conferred 


upon the moft defending princes. 


Advanta- He had not been long upon the throne when he took the 


ges gain’d 


by' his 


title of Imperaior for the fifth time, on account of fome ad¬ 
vantages gained by his lieutenants Albums and Niger- over 

1 i ° i • i 1 T 1 t T\ • T T i ' 


lieute- the barbarians who dwelt beyond Dacia. He took it again, 


nants. 


foon after, for the fixth time, with the furname of Britnnni- 
cus , for a great victory gained by Ulpius Marcellas over the 
Caledonians^ who had puffed the wall which parted them 


He dif- 


from the Romans , and committed dreadful devaluations. 


For a little while Commodus had liftened to the advice ofhis 


roifles his father’s friends and counfellors ; but now, thinking hinifelf 


father’s 


friends 


qualified to govern without fo many tutors about him, as 
he expreffed it, he difniiflbd them all, and took, in their 


andcoun- room, either the companions ofhis debauchery, or fuch as 


fellers. 


were recommended by them. Pefcennius Niger was preferred 


to the command of the armies in Syria , at the recommenda¬ 


tion of the wreftler Narcijjus ; and many others were railed 


to great employments by means of the emperor’s freedmen, 


Haves, concubines, &c. whofe behaviour drew upon the 


young prince the hatred and contempt of the fenate, for 


which he, in return, put many of them to death, under va- 

• Y Y • /*• /I T >11 /• • « • If f « 


nous pretences. His filler Lucilla , feeing him adhorred by 


ah the great men of Rome , and not being able to brook her 
being obliged to give place to Crijpina ,, the wife of Comm- 
das, though fhe herfelf was graced with the title of emprefs, 
A confpi- and all the honours belonging to it ; formed a confpiracy 

againft him, with a defign to place in his room a perfon 


racy form¬ 
ed avainft 


him by 


whom Ihe was thought to love above her brother, and her 
hulband Pompeianus. She drew into this confpiracy Claudius 


his lifter Pompeianus , to whom Ihe had betrothed her daughter, tyua- 


Lucilla 


drains , and many other fenators of dillimSbion ; and it was 


and others agreed, that they Ihould fall upon him as he palled through 


a narrow paffage which led to the amphitheatre, and that 


Pompeianus fhould give him the firll blow. Accordingly, 


they attacked him at the appointed place ; but Pompeiams 


fhewing him, inflead of linking at once, the naked dagger, 

1 /« • ^ t j § « nit* 


who 


are 


and crying out, The fenate fends thee this , the guards had time 

^ • % J+ • t _ 


death. 


to reicue the emperor, arid feize the confpirators, who were 

'Ha was banifhed to the ifiand 


L * 

her brother’s order. 


all put to foon after put to death. L 

of Caprccc, where Ihe was afterwards murdered privately by 

This fame year, the emprefs Crifpiw 
was like wife confined to the fame ifland, and there murder¬ 
ed by the emperor’s command, for imitating him in his de¬ 
baucheries. Commodus was thought to be put upon the 
wicked rueafures he was now purfuing, by Ant eras , his fa* 
vouritc freedman, who had a great afeendant over him ; for 
which rcafon, the captains of the guard:- caufed him to be 

is In -o 
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killed by one Oleander , who afterwards became prime mini- Commodus 
fter. The emperor was greatly concerned for his death ; —v "—-* 

2nd being informed that T\ Paternvs , one of the captains of 
the guards, was privy to it, he caufed him to be afiaffinated 
a few days after, with Salvius Julianas , to whofc fon the 
daughter of Paternus had been betrothed. The fame year, Several 
feveral perfons.of confular rank, among whom were the two perfons of 
6 )uintilii , whom we mentioned before, in the life of Anto- diftinftion 
wnus , were falfely accufed of treafon, condemned, and exe- executed. 
,euted. Sextus Condianus , the fon of Maximus , who had been 
conful, and was a young man of extraordinary parts, was 
condemned, with his father and uncle, but efcaped, by cant¬ 
ing a report to be fpread that he was dead ; but fome at- 
teuing that he was frill alive, numbers, who had never feen 
him, were accufed of having concealed him, and, upon that 
charge, were either banilhed or put to death. Mm Hi ns 
Junflus, and Attilius Severus , were both bafiifhed in their 
confulfhip, and with them many fenators and knights of 
great diftinction. 

The next year, the emperor’s favourite minitter Pcrennis , The em- 
who was captain of the praetorian guards, and an excellent peror’s 
commander, but difliked by the troops on account of his prime mi- 
great feverity, was accufed of aiming at the empire, and, by nifter Pe- 
Qmanodus' s command, cut in pieces by the foldiery, together re/mis kil- 
with his wife, his fitter, and two of his fons. To his eldeft led, with 
fon, who commanded the army in Jllyricum , and knew no- his wife 
thing of what had patted, the emperor wrote an obliging and chiL- 
Jetter, enjoining him to come to Rome with all poffible ex- dren. 
pedition, to receive new marks of his efteem and nffc&ion 
for him and his father : but he had no fooner entered Italy, 
than he was murdered by the foldiers who attended him. 

Perennis was fucceeded by Oleander ; for the emperor him- Pcrennis is 
ielfwasfo taken up with his pleafures, that he could not fucceeded 
beftow one moment on the affairs of the ftate, not even fo bv Clears 


much as to lign his letters. Oleander was by birth a Piny- der. 

£<77«, and originally a Have, having been fold as fuch in 
Pome by auction, which was the ulual way of felling Haves 
in thofe days. He belonged firft to M. Aurelius , and after¬ 
wards to Commodus , who married him to Demojlracia , one of 
his concubines, brought up the children he had by her in 
the palace, gave him his liberty, and appointed him his 
chamberlain. Having, by the death of Perennis, ingrofled who aou- 
all the power to himfeif, he abufed his authority in the f es Lis au- 
moft flagrant manner, publicly felling offices, provinces, thorny, 
public revenues, public juftice, and the lives of men both 
innocent and guilty; but none dared to complain of him : 
even the prince’s brother-in-law, Antijlius Burrhus , was, for 
taking that liberty, accufed by Oleander of alpiring to the 
empire, and put to death, with ail who efpouled his caufe, 
or attempted to defend him. Among thefe were Ehutiavms , 
captain of the guards, in whofe room Oleander perfuaded 
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* the cinemr to fubfti tute him and ttvo others, whom he ra> 
med to him. Upon die death of Perenm* that employ^ 
had Wn giren to cue Niger* who held it only fix hours • 
another enjoyed it only five days, and fererai others not s 
the timorous emperor changing the captain 5 of his 
gutiras aimofi; daily and hourly ; and merit of them loittha 
lives with their employ ment. 

Toe war, called that of the deferters, happened the nest 
r. A common fold.er, by name Maiarms^ having gj 
font Iiis colours, grew i:i a fnort time fo powerful, by tk 
£i*cat numbers of other deferrers and banditti who flocked 
cv:.cnct to him from al! parts, that he over- ran ami plundered gt^? 
of lliJer- p^r: of GW and Sf*s/x f and committed fuch havock, thr.t it 

was thought suivifeabic to fend an army a gain ft him. £{*. 
&r.:us* King reduced to great freights, divided his men into 
Year of feveral final! bands, who palled the imperial troops unuK 
3 %. ferved, and, by d&crent ways, marched them privately into 
of drill , itah* with a denim to murder Contsnsdus , duriivi a fcfrivil 



*!cr the 





eaojr 





ilxed with the emperor's guards, when others of his era 
party betrayed him. lie was immediately frrzed and execu¬ 
ted ; and his death put an end to the difturbances which 
feme of his followers had begun to nufe in other provides. 
A dreadful plague raged violently at Rome• this and the two 
or tlutc following ve:<rs. 



Pat of 

ikiUiiilo* 


Jt?rr if- mine, oceufic;icd, .or.-.e (1 7 


.v 


£?*«d 
with 


CiiGX'itfy who, having nov 


nothing It r> than ihe forcurigwy in viv'.v, bought up i:n&.P 


ith a £1- hand all :he corn, in order 10 rab'c the «»ri:e of ii> aivi *?• 
ine. tefwardi y # aia the affections of the foldiuy o;:d p'.’cpic by 

diftiibutii:*' it among them. Others *V,% p£p':?rr> £-> 

rypzn* vrkoic pt.oriucc it v.i' fo i.he city fuopii^l w,*.h 
provif.or*, conn ibuted Zjy'J ' - thr taxi.10, in order 
m^kc the people ri»a again*! CJewdev, w bo rc«»aft '*» 

he pro- -Jcl in a more ii;bi r ^:rv manner ‘ban cvc,r. Which* *• 



CUiid 


quite rernneu* wa* obliged *« order h:\- hcaJ to b* ^ 

o-F, and jjvtn to them, before ;::<*y coij';^ lx- appsafie ^ ; 

W:/r„ his children, aiid mr>ft of hh creatures were Ul.tii-- 1 * 5 

* ^ A 1 


at the l_oie timi, sj;J ifcvh L\nUvV, Well 


his, t;er.i 1 

n 
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nidi the utmoft ignominy, dragged through the Greets, and Cmmedmh 

thrown intothe common {ewers. Pettinax was readied * —g-i mf 
faxa Britain , whither he ha'! been fent, and charged with 
die care of fupplying the city with provifions, in the room 
cfP. Diomfiusy who was put to death. 

The following year, Severus was appointed commander of C«*W*r 
the troops in lihrtcum ; and Pertinax was fent into Afia with gives an 
the character of proconfu!; from whence he was recalled die unbound* 
next year and made governor of Rome y and Didius JuUanus ed loofc to 
was lent to Afia in his ftead. And now Commodus y filled with his cruelty 
jcaloufics ana fufpicions, by reafon of the feveral conspiracies 
which had been formed againft him and his mmifters, 
abandoned himfelf to unbounded cruelty and bloodshed. 

Among the multitudes of all ranks and conditions who were 
maflacred this year, were Petronius Mamertinus , who had 
married one of his fitters; his fon Antoninus $ Annin Ftmffinay 
coufin-german to M. Aurelius ; Sulpicius CraJJus , proconful of 
Jfia ; and fix confulars, in one day. All the relations of 
Jvituus CraJJus y whom we (poke of in the laft reign, how- 
ever difhnt, were burnt alive. 

Shortly after this, the magnificent temple of Peace y built The ten* 
bv Vefpa)um y and enriched with all the fpoils and ornaments pie of 
of the temple of Jerufalem y was burnt dowlt to the ground. Peace, and 
together with all the houfes near it, and a great number of that of 
ttatcly edifices ; among the reft, the temple of Veftuy and /'$/fa ? can* 

e of the imperial palace, to which the vettals fled with the fumed by 
le of Pallas , which was fuppofed to have been brought lire, 
from 7m, and had never before been expofed to public view. 

The conflagration lafted feveral days; and Commodusy on this 
occafion, returned from the Country where he was when die 
fire broke out, and expofed his own perfon in order to encou- 
rage others to exert tnemfelvcs in extinguilhing the flames, 
which was at laft done by a fudden and violent (bower of 
rain. This year the Roman treops were defeated by the Sa- Thie£crn* 
raemsy of whom this is the firft mention we find mfcde in **** now 
hiftory. About this time, Commodus appointed Clodjus AIM- mention* 
nus governor of Britain\ with leave to him, fays Julius Caps- ed for tho 
tshnusy to aflume the title of Cafar , and the ornaments pe- firft time, 
culiar to that dignity. But Albums prudently declined that 
honour, fearing to be involved in the ruin of Commodusy which 
he appreheded to be near at hand. 

The remaining part of this emperor's life, as related by The r»- 
Dhn Caffius and Mcrodian % who were eye-witnefies of it, maindcr 
was a continual feries of follies and extravagancies; his whole ofthisem- 
time being fpent in public (hews, in whicn he himfclf was a pcrorMift 
principal performer. He excelled particularly in (hooting (pent in 
with the bow; as an inftancc of hts dexterity at which, we fellies and 
*re told, that, at a combat of wild beafts, a panther having extrava- 
feized a man, and being ready to devour him, Commodus let ganctes. 

an arrow at the beaft with fo much (kill and force, that 
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any hurt 


C. -modus the panther feJI dead to the ground before the man received 

He had often appeared on the public ftage. inthe 
Jma%onian , and other fantaflical drcfles. The former in 
particular, he was very fond of, becaufe it was that in which 
he firft fiuv his favourite concubine Marcia, when he fell in 
love with her. But now he was not afhamed to enter the 
lilts with the gladiators, or to a£l and dance in the theatre 
quite naked : and not fatisfied with theie follies, he refolved 
to appear, on the fir id day of the next year, as conful, and 
at the fame lime as gladiator : to which end, he ordered the 
two confuls e 1 ec t to be murdered. Th 
to Marcia the day before it was to be put in execution. She 

■»-. - % t «»»»- > • « . - ) 

cham* 

to no 

pur pole ; for, in (lead of yielding to their intreaties, he flew 
into a violent paffion, anu threatened to make them repent 
Mar an, ^ their daring to oppofe his will. They thereupon, terrified 
La-tns ana w ith his menaces, and no Irnger able to bear his cruelties 

Echctus, . - . . . 

compare 
againil 
him. 


Lcsius , captain of the guards, and Ecledlvs, his chief 
berlain, did all they could todifiuade hirn from it, but 

^ I *11* 1 • • • « 


and follies, refolved immediately to potion him ; and accord¬ 
ingly Marcia ad min Hired thedofeon his return from bathing-. 
Being foon after feized with a heavy {lumber, he retired 
to rcfrtfh himfelf with fleep ; and EcEdhis , laying hold 
of that opportunity, ordered the company to retire, hoping, 
by that means, to conceal the caufe and manner of his death; 
but Commodus, awaking very foon, was feized with a vio¬ 
lent vomiting, and, fufpc&ing that he had been poifor.ed, 
began to threaten all about him with immediate death: up¬ 
on which, the confpiratcrs, tearing lefi he (hould void the 
poifon, and efcape, fent in halle for his great favourite A 'ar- 
ciffits , the famous vvrelllcr, who, being gained by great pro- 
rnifes, threw himfelf upon the emperor, and, feizing him by 
murdered. t }-, e throat, ftrangled him. His body was privately conveyed 

way and buried in the fields ; but was afterwards taken up 
R 07,1 ^ 94 °• by Pctinux, who fuccceded to the empire, and depofited in the 


He 


Year of 


ot Chriji 


18 


o 


._ The . „ 

of an apoplexy. Such was the nnierable end of Commodus , 
after having lived thirty-one years and four months; and 
reigned twelve years, nine months, and fourteen days. He 


ip id 


je 


Ycjbajt 


the Julian was in 
e former, monfters 


of mankind. 

The in fiances of this tyrant’s cruelty would be too long to 

mention here. He put to death many innocent perfons, in- 

{lead of thofe who were guilty, fuffering theie laft to clcape, 

if they had but money to give him ; and if any perfon wanted 

to be revenged of an enemy, by bargaining with Commodus for 

a certain fum, he was allowed to inflicl death, or any other 

punifhment. He commanded a perfon to be caft to the wild 
F beaks 
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, n j on ]y for reading the life of Caligula in Suetonius , be- Commodus 
ufe he himfelf happened to be born on the fame day as * ~ * 

^Calkula. Another he ordered to be thrown into a burning 
f rnacc becaufe he had made his bath too warm. His cru- 
Itv was odd and whimfical, as well as monftrous : for, 

L'jno- one day a very fat man pafs by, he immediately cut 
him afunder ; partly to try his ftrength, in which he excelled 
all men; and partly out of curiofity, as he himfelf owned, 
to fee his entrails drop out at once. He took pleafure in cut- 
ine off a foot, or putting out an eye, of fuch as he met in 
his rambles through the city; telling the former, by way of 
rnilWu. after he had thus maimed them. That they now be - 

i f the monopodii; and the latter. That they 


were now become lufeinii; 

htfe 


lufc 

Some he murdered, be¬ 


caufe they were negligently dreffed; others, becaufe he 
thought them too fpruce. He pretended a great fkill in fin¬ 
ger^ particularly at letting blood : but fometimes, inftead 
of eafing by that means thofe whom he vifited, or who were 
prevailed upon to recur to him, he cut off, byway of diver- 
lion, their ears and nofes, He affumed the name and habit 
of Hercules, appearing publicly in a lion’s fkin, with an huge 
club in his hand, and ordering feveral perfons, though not 
guilty of any crime, to be difguifed like monfters, that, by 
knocking out their brains with his club, he might have a 
better claim to the name of the great deftroyer of monfters. 


In Ihort, 

verfion. 


fheddin 


6 


Twoa&ions of his, however, merit great applaufe. The 


eftablifhi 


the fecond, this : 


1 Africa A 
et that tr; 
Manillas 


rypt 


Caffius , and privy to his confpiracy, having made 
hisefcape, and concealed himfelf fmee his death, was ap¬ 
prehended in the reign of Commodus , to whom he offered to 
difeover many things of great importance : but Commodus not 
only would not hear him, but burnt all his letters without 
opening any one of them. This, indeed, happened in the 
very beginning of his reign, when he followed the advice of 
the wile counfellors whom his father had placed about 
him. 


His death was no fooner known, that the fenate affembled Hisllatues 

and declared him a public enemy ; loaded him with curies ; pulled 

ordered his ftatues, with which he had filled the city, to be down,and 

pulled down and broken ; his name to be razed out of all his a£ts 

public inferiptions ; and demanded his body, that it might annulled. 

be dragged through the ftreets ; and when they were told, 

That it was buried ; they defired to know, who had prefumed 

ft pay that honour to a gladiator , a parricide , a more cruel and 

bloody 
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Mt bloody tyrant then Nero tr Domidtn; and imnediatefv sis 
‘ aJlrf all his sds. Though he was thus detefted, yet the 
e mperor Seven# Ailed hinuelf his brother $ caufed him to be 
ranked among the gods ; appointed priefb and facrificw to 
bis honour; and ordered hits birth-day to be obferved with 

great folemnity. 



PERTINAX. 


JLrfaf and THE moment Commodus was dead, and his body 





ha rW away, Lotus and Edeflus repaired immediately 
the houf: of y.'olins Hehrius Pertinax , and offered him I 
pue to pire, as the perfon 
JVtfuwr; Pertinax was then in bed, 

knowing that the emperor 

fufpeded that they were fent by Commodas to kill him. 
However, he ordered his Servants to let them in, and, with¬ 
out nijntr from his bed, or betraying the leaft concern, told 
them, *tbmthe bad bag expected to fall a facrifice to the tyrant ; 
and bid them ftrike, and put their orders in exeecution. Lr- 
Ou, admiring his intrepidity, told him. That the tyre it was 


wa.T, 

uirc 

him 


;i:;:rds f 


dead* and that they were pme to offer him the emfin 
doubting the truth of this, lent lome of his friend 
into the fad; and upon their returning, and 
that it wao fo, be went to the camp of the praetorian g 
with Loin** their captain, who prefcntcd him to the (o 
telling them. Tint, Commodus bring dead of an afopltxj , he 
brought them a *?.«.» rsr.vvrr, the hiofl deferviag tiffin tn oil the 
Z nair ; /?*'/ tje d‘as jure* w:uld be received with great joj 
all the armies o *" the empire* Pertinax then addreflea them, 

; fpctr.n promifed to each foldier thfec thoufand 
*u4cr.ri2i i v/hicii would have more than fatisfied them, had 
h- v.r'tj very vnrcafonably, added. That by their weans he 
i 'icd io re fir pi fevered abujes : from whence they concluded, 
that he dcmrircrf to rc Jlore the ancient discipline, and deprive 


tn 

* 

u nci »n 


V 




rges which had been granted them 
afioned an univcrfal difeo 


(content: How¬ 
ever, icm- izw (taring falutcd tnm emperor, the reft followed 
2 hci r iiA ample, fvvore allegiance to him, and, after the ufual 
jicriiim, crowned him with laurel, and accompanied him 
to the icnate, where he was received with the greateft de- 
ir.or. dr a i ions of joy. Pertinax then earnelHy entreated theta 
toccriidcr his old age, and to ebufc one more able to dif- 
ch-irge tb~ important truft of fovereign, and better qualified 
by h ts nohihty and birth for fo high a ftation $ naming to 

their,, in particular, Adliui Glabrto % who bad been twice 

conliu * 
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tftfftfl: tat Glabridy and all the reft, declaring that they JferffittK. 
would have no other prince but him, he was forced to yield; Uv^‘ 
and the fenate faluted him with the title of Augufius* and dts 
creed him all the other titles peculiar to the imperial dignity, who ac- 
that of Father rf bis country not excepted, which was never «ept* H 
before given to any prince on the firft day of his reign. At agaiafthi* 
the fame time the fenate decreed the title of Augujla to his will* 
wire Fiavia Titiana \ and that of Cafar to his fon. But he 
could not, by any means, be prevailed on to accept the ho¬ 
nour for his wife, whofe conduct hedifliked; and as to bis 
ion. he told the fenate. That be Jbould enjoy the title they bad 
fared him when be deferred it. 

Pertirusx was now in the fixty-eighth or fixty-ninth rear of His birth 
bis age. His father, who had either been a Have himfelf, or and rile, 
was die fon of an enfranchifed Have, got his living bv mak¬ 
ing charcoal. However, he had taken care to give nis fon 
an education which enabled him to keep a grammar-fchool 
in Rome: but that not anfwering his expe&ation, he betook 
himfelf to a military life, and ferved firft in Syria* in the 
reign of Antoninus Pius* as a common foldier; but was form 
railed to the rank of a centurion; in which pofl he diftin- 
guiflied himfelf fo greatly under Lucius Ferns* in the Par* 
thian war, that he was rewarded with the command of a co¬ 
hort in Syria ; from whence he was fent into Britain \ from 
thence to Mafia* and from thence to Germany* where he 
commanded the Reman fleet. From Germany ne was fent 
in to Dacia* and there, upon fome falfe information, deprived 

of his employment, which Capitolinas fays was that of gover¬ 
nor of that province, by M. Aurelius \ who, being foon after 
convinced of his innocence, created him a fenator, honoured 
him with the ornaments of praetor, and gave him the com¬ 
mand of the firft legion: with which he did fuch eminent 
fervices, recovering Rhatia and Noricum in one campaign, 
that M. Aurelius made him conful. He was afterwards lent 
into Syria again ft Cajfius* and from thence to lUyricum* where 
he had the command of the army : after which he was ap¬ 
pointed governor of the two Mafias* then of Dacia* and laftly 
of Syria ; which poft he held till the reien of Commdus* when 
he returned to Rome* and was ordered By Peramis* who then 

governed with an abfolute (wav, and who fufpe&ed all men 
of merit, to retire to Liguria* nis native countiy, where he 
lived three years in a kind of exile. After the rail of Peren- 
nts* Commcdus fent him into Britain , where he reftored difet- 
piine among the troops, which were ready to revolt. He 
was recalled from thence at his own regueft, and, upon his 
return, charged with the care of fupplying the city with pro- 
vifions \ then appointed proconful of Africa ; and, laftly, go- 
lernor of Rome * which employment he held when Cornmodtts 
was killed. He was, according to Dion Caffius an d Herodran* 
who were his cotemporaries, and per fon ally acquainted with 
hup, every v/ay qualified for :he high poft to which he was 
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Pertinax. now rafted. He was brave, affable, affiduous to bufineTs 

grave without morofenefs, mild without indolence, nrudpm 
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His 


without craft, exa£f without affectation, frugal without 


ava- 


plat 


rafter. rice, and great without pride or oftentation. 

Year of The exchequer having been quite exhauffed by Cmmodus, 

41. he ordered all the gold and filvcr (fatties of that emperor 1 
which had been pulled down by order of the fenate, to be 
melted and turned into money; and fold by auction all his 
concubines and catamites, his horfes, arms, gold and fiber 

, rich furniture, and equipages ; among which, we are 

_of chariots fo contrived, as to fhew the hour, and mea- 

fure the way- By this means, he paid the praetorians what 
he had promifed them, difeharged feveral debts contracted 
by Ccjnmodus , and gave a largefs to the people. At the fame 
time he reftored to the lawful owners whatever had been 
taken from them by Commodus ; recalled fuch as had been ba- 
nifhed for pretended treafon ; abolifhed feveral taxes, and 
publicly declared, Phot he would not accept of any legacies or in¬ 
heritances from fuch as had children , or lawful heirs of their ova: 


The prae¬ 
torian 
guards 


faying. That he had rather be poor , than wallow in neves tufts- 
murably. acquired. 

This conduct gained him the affections both of the fenate 
and people ; but the prsetorian guards, highly exafperated at 
his endeavouring to curb their licentioufnefs, and reftore the 
ancient difeipline, murmured loudly againft him; and, after 
attempting twice to fet up another emperor, pofitivcly de- 


Pcr 


Hi rred 


Lcstus , who at firft had been fo zealous for Pertinax ; but 
mutiny, now', not thinking his fervices fufficiently rewarded, in order 

to exafperate the incenfed foldiery ftill more, caufed feveral of 
the mutineers to be publicly executed; pretending, that he 


therein obeyed the emperor’s orders. 


The 


increafed daily, 


Cl 


laft 


height, that about three hundred of the mutineers fuddenly 
left the camp, pafied through the ftreets of Rome with their 
.Abou^oo drawn fwords, and went directly to the palace, which they 
of them entered without oppofition ; the emperor’s freedmen and of- 
enter the ficers either running away through fear, or treacheroufly 
palace, opening the gates to them. The firft notice Pertinax had of 

it was by his wife, who, running into his apartment in a 
great fright, told him, that the praetorian guards had revolted, 
and were already in the palace: whereupon he difpatched 
Sulpint anus , his father-in-law, whom he had appointed go¬ 
vernor of Rome , to appeafe the tumult in the camp; and 
ordered Lrctus to ftop thole who had entered the palac 

Latus , inftead of obeying, hid his fa 
known, and retired to his own houle. As the mutineers 

ftill advanced, fome of the emperor’s friends, who had re¬ 
mained with him, adviled him to conceal himfelf, till the 

But 


V/ % 


ce. 


but 

that he might not be 


his afliftance 
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this he refufed to do, faying. To five his life by flying , would Pertinax . 
k unworthy of an emperor. He therefore refolved to meet ■ — r — _j 
them, thinking that, awed by his prefence, they would re¬ 
turn to a fenfe of their duty. Accordingly, he appeared un¬ 
expectedly before them, and, v/ithout betraying the leaft fear 
or concern, afked them. Whether they , whofe duty it was to de¬ 
fend their emperor , were cojne to betray and tnurder him ? At the 
Tame time, he reprefented to them the heinoufnefs of their 
crime, and the ignominy it would caft upon their memories, 
with fuch energy, that many of them, moved by his words, 
began to (heath their fwords. But one Tauflus , a Tongrian, 
darting his javelin at the emperor’s breaft, and crying out, and kill 
flhe fofdiers fend you this , the reft fell on with great fury, and Pertinax. 
pierced him with many wounds. Pertinax made no refin¬ 
ance, but, covering his head with his robe, and calling on 
Jupiter the Avenger , received their blows. EcleSius , who 
alone remained with him to the laft, and endeavoured to de¬ 


fend him, was killed by his fide. The affaffins cut off his 
head, and carried it upon the point of a fpear in triumph to 
the camp; whither they retired in great hafte, before the 
people could affemble, who, they knew, would not fail to 
revenge the death of a prince whom they fo tenderly loved. 

Such was the unfortunate end of Pertinax , after a reign of 
eighty-feven daysr His head and body were interred with 
great folemnity by his fucceffor Didius Julianus. His me¬ 
mory was afterwards honoured with a ftill more magnificent Honours 
funeral by Septimus Sever us, who, with the title of emperor, paid him 
took the furname of Pertinax ; punifhed with great feverity after his 
allthofe who had been acceffory to his death; dilbanded the death, 
praetorian guards, and caufed him to be ranked among the 
gods. The day of his acceffion to the empire, and his birth¬ 
day, were celebrated for many years after. 



DIDIUS JULIANUS. 

SULPICIANUS , who, as we obferved before, had The em- 
been fent to the camp of the praetorians, to app'eafe the tu- pile put 
mult, had not been long there when the murderers of Perti - up to fale, 
nax arrived with the head ftuck upon a fpear. To thefe af- 
faflins of his fon-in-Iaw, Sulpicianus applied for the empire, 
and offered them money for it: but they, refolved to make 
the moft of it, got upon the ramparts of the camp, and 
publicly proclaimed, That the empire was put. up to fale , and 
jhould be given to the bigkefl bidder. When this infamous pro¬ 
clamation was firft brought to Rome, Didius 'Julianus, the 

richeft 
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Julianas, richcfl man in the city, was entertaining Tome of his f r - Pn ^ 

at a banquet, who, in the midftof their jollity, ad vital hhn 
as he had more ready-money than any man in Rome. n W m 



iofe the opportunity of making fo valuable a purchaie. 


1 



eh jilt’d bv 


. , _ e Jhrcdl 

wings io the condition they were in under Commodus, but would 
imvlcdiutciy give them more money, than Sulpicianus could offer. 
The licentious foidiery, plcafed with this, let them bid upon! 
each other, Sulpicianus in the camp, and Julianas at the 
and pur- gate; till the latter, riling at once from live thoufanddrach¬ 
mas a man, to. fix thoufand two hundred and fifty, iilcnced 
Didius the other, was admitted into the camp, and proclaimed em- 
juiianus. peror, on condition that he fhould forgive his competitor. 

At the fame time the troops begged him to take the name of 

Commodus , which he did. 

After the ufual ceremonies, the praetorian guards, to the 
number of about ten thoufand, accompanied him in battle- 
array to the fenate. The people did not offer to oppofe his 
march; but no acclamations were heard ; and fome, who 
were at a diftance, even uttered invectives againft him. As 
for the fenators, thofe who were molt grieved to fee him em¬ 
peror, were the moll forward in congratulating him: and 
among thefe was Dion Caffms , the hifforian, as he himfeif 
owns. His fpeech to the fenate was very fhort and remarka¬ 
ble : Ton want , faid he, an emperor ; and I am ihe fttej'l per- 
Con you can chufe. This, backed with the powerful argu- 
He is ac ment of an army ready to fupport him, made the fenate im¬ 
mediately declare him etnperor, and inveft him with the tri- 
bunitial and proconfular powers. From the fenate he re¬ 
paired to the palace, where the fenators and Reman knights 
waited upon him the next morning, and were received with 
great courtefy. He then returned to the fenate, to thank 


know- 
ledged by 
the fe¬ 
nate, but 
openly 


•lie. 


curied by them for his promotion, and went with them to the capitol, 
rhe peo~ to offer the ufual facrifices ; the fenators, who attended him, 

ffriving to Ihew great joy in the height of their grief. But 
the people, ftrangers to dilfimulation, openly loaded him 
with curfes and reproaches, and even difeharged fhowers of 
Rones at him, wirning aloud, as he was facrihcing in the 

ea.pi to! , Thai he might never obtain any favours of the gods. He 
endeavoured to appeafe them with great promifes; but they 
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(v. wounded fc-veral of them. This exafperated the people to 
inch a degree, that they all took arms, and in the evo;;, 

vvherr 
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where the emperor a (lifted at the public games, renewed Jan anus 

their curies and imprecations both againft him v.A the p f ®„ ‘ 
torian guards, imploring aloud the ailiftar.ee of the other ar¬ 
mies and generals, and particularly that of Pefcemiius Niger, 
w ho then commanded the troops in Syria. Spariian telis“us, 
that Julianus bore all this with great patience, and during 
his Ihort reign, gave many inftances of an extraordinary 
fv/eet temper. He appointed his fon-in-la\v Rcpcntinus cap- . 
tain of the praerorian guards, and, to pieafe the foldierv, re- 
eftabliflied many things which had been appointed by Com- 
whs, and aliolifhed by Pertinax. 

M. Didius Sevents Julianas, who was now railed to the em- His origin 
pire, was defcended from the celebrated civilian Salvias Juli- prefer- 
mts, who flourfthed under Adrian , and compiled the Perpe- merits, 
ml Edidi. M. Aurelias , who had a great aftediion for him, 
created him firft quasftor, then edile, afterwards prmtor, and 
gave him the command of the twenty-fecond legion, then 
quartered in Germany. Not long after he appointed him go¬ 
vernor of Belgic Gaul , where he repulled the Canci ;. for 
which fervice he was honoured with the confuUhip. At the 
expiration of that office, he was fent into lllyricum ; where he 
diltinguifhed himfelf fo well againft the neighbouring barba- 


nans 


from 


whence he was recalled to Rome , and charged with the care 
of fupplying that city with provifions. Commodus , on a fuf- 
fpicion of his being privy to the confpiracy of Salvius Julia- 
ms, his uncle by the mother, confined him for fome time to 
the city of Milan ; but afterwards, not only difeharged him, 
but preferred him to the government of Bithynia , and after 
that to the conlulfhip, in which he had Pertinax for his col- 
legue, whom he fucceeded in the proconfulfhip of Africa. 

All authors agree, that he was immenfely rich. Dion Baffins 
fays he was covetous, a glutton, an extremely bad fpeaker, au d cha 
and a lover of riot and confufion: and Herodian , that he was rafter# 
generally defpifed on account of his diforderly life; and that 
he thought of nothing but his pleafures and diverfions. Both 
thefe writers were his cotemporaries. 

Julianas was now in the 57th year of his age, and tho* 
the people had fo openly teftified their abhorrence of him, he 
began his reign with as much feverity, as if the empire had 
defcended to him by right of inheritance, and he had been fure 
of the hearts of all his fubjedis; giving himfelf up to eafe and 
indolence, and troubling himfelf very little obout public af¬ 
fairs. This hatred of the people againft Julianas, and their 
great defire of a change, gave Niger , then in Syria , a fair op¬ 
portunity of promoting his own intereft, which he did not 
doubt to effect, being a man of years, experience, and re¬ 
putation; one who had held great offices and governments, 
ihewn his valour on feveral occafions, and trained the love of 


imitating R 


and the 
manners 
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Julianus. With thefe qualifications, he eafily prevailed upon his arm 

-> in Syria to proclaim him emperor in oppofition to Juliana 
and was acknowledged as fuch by all the eaftern nation* 
Percennius About the fame time, Septimus Severus , who was general! 
JV 7 g*rpro- allowed to be the moft adtive, vigilant, laborious, and enter 
claimed prifing man in the whole empire; equal to the greateft com 
emperor manders of ancient times, but a great diffembler, and alwa\ 
intheEafl, ready to facrifice everything to his intereft and ambition; wj 
and Seve- faluted emperor by the army in lllyricum, which he com 
rus in Illy- manded. The troops in Gaul likewife fwore obedience t 
ricum. him immediately after; and their example was followed b' 
Year of all the armies, provinces, and cities in Europe, except thecit 
Rome 941. of Byzantium. Severus then wrote to Albinus, governor c 

Britain , who, he knew, was in a condition to thwart hisde 
figns, a moft obliging letter; wherein he declared his inten 
tion of adopting him, and gave him the title of Ctejar-, whicl 
Albinus affumed with great pomp, at the head of his army 
After this, exhorting his men to revenge the death of Perti 
nax, who was once their fuccefsful general in Jllyricum , h 
began his march towards Rome. 

Julianus received the news of thefe two revolts nearly at thi 
fame time. That of Niger , who, inftead of advancing, re 
mained at Antioch, indulging himfelf in luxury and pleafure 
gave him little concern : but Severus' s attempt filled him wit) 
fuch terror, that he repaired immediately to the fenate, ant 
Severus caufed him to be declared an enemy to his country, and like 
declared a w if e his foldiers, if they did not abandon him within a li 
public mited time. Deputies were alfo fent by the fenate, to per 
enemy. fuade the foldiers to quit Severus , and join Julian: but they 

inftead of executing their commiffion, joined Severus , am 
encouraged his foldiers to purfue their march and revenge thi 
death of Pertinax. Among thefe deputies were, V.Catulinus 
who was appointed by Julianus to fuperlede Severus, and tab 
upon him the command of his troops ; and one Aquilins ,; 
centurion, the chief minifter of the cruelties of Commodus 
who was ordered to difpatch Severus as foon as his foldiers hat 
deferted him. At the fame time the praetorian guards weri 
ordered to their arms, and the marines were fent for from or 
board the fleet at Mifenum. By this means a great body o 
men was foon aflembled : but asrthey had been long ac- 
cuftomed to idlenefs, they fcarce knew how to ufe theii 
arms, and {hewed great backwardnefs to make head againf 
He ad- the enemy, who advanced with long marches, were receivet 

vances to- every were with loud acclamations, and plentifully fuppliw 

wards with all forts of provifions. Julianus , finding he could no 

Rome. depend upon his troops, ordered his palace to be fortified, ai 

if he could have maintained himfelf there after lefing even 
thing elfe; and at the fame time commanded Marcia anc 
Lcetus y the chief authors of the death of Commodus , to b; 
murdered ; not doubting but they favoured Severus. He like¬ 
wife fent a great many aftaflins, to try if they could by any 

mean; 
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means murder Sevens ; and caufed an incredible number of Julianus 
children to be inhumanly butchered, in order to make ufe of 
their blood in the abominable myfteries of magic. 


imni 


julianus 

diately again ft Sevens , and ftop his paffage over the 
fips: but Julianus , incapable of fuch a refolution, only fent 
fcmie of his troops into Umbria , where, inftead of defending 
the paffes, they declared for Sevens , who entered /ta/y with¬ 
out oppofition, and with the fame eafe made himfelf mafter 
of feveral important cities, particularly Ravenna , and of the 
fleet then there. This fo terrified Julianus that he afiembled 
■ the fenate, and, by one of his minifters, defired them, in his 
name, to fend out the veftals to meet the enemy, and intreat 
them to retire : but this propofal being reje&ed, as no lefs ri¬ 
diculous than ineffectual, he went in perfon to the fenate, 
and defired that a decree might be pafted, declaring Sevens 
his partner in the empire. This was readily agreed to, and 
Tullius Crifpinus , captain of the praetorian guards, was di- 
reftly difpatched with the decree to Sevens , who not only re- 
fufed the proffered affociation, but ordered Crifpinus to be cut 
in pieces, upon a fufpicion of his having private orders to kill 
him. To complete Julianus’s misfortunes, the praetorian 
guards, who had raifed him to the throne, now forfook him, 
and agreed not to oppofc Sevens , on his promifing them im¬ 
punity, provided they delivered up to him thofe who had 
murdered Pertinax. Julianus , thus abandoned by all, fhut 
himfelf up in the palace, with his fon-in-Iaw Repentinus , and 
(me of the captains of the guards. In the mean time the 
praetorians, having feized fuch of their comrades as had been 
any wav concerned in the death of Pertinax , acquainted there- 
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Julianus 


prived of the empire, fentenced to death. Sevens declared 
emperor, and Pertinax ranked among the gods. _ This decree 
was carried to Sevens by fome of the chief men in the fenate, 
who intreated him, in the name of the reft, to haften his 
march to Rome: and at the fame time a band of foldiers was 
fent to the palace, to put to death Julianus , whom they found 
drowned in tears, and ready to refign the empire if they would 
fpare his life. His head was ftruck off by a common foldier, 
and his body expofed to public view. Such was the end of 
Didius Julianus , after a reign of only two months and fix 
days: for which he wafted his immenfe eftate, ruined his re¬ 
putation, and ignominioufiy loft his life. Sevens , upon his 
arrival at Rome, delivered his body to his wife and daughter, 
by whom it was interred in the tomb of his anceftors. 


Sever us 

declared 
emperor, 
and Julia¬ 
nus put to 

death. 
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An hun- SEVERUS received the news of his competitor’s death 
died fen a- when he was yet fome days journey from Rome: however he 
tors de- continued his march in the fame order as before, encamping 
puted to every night, as if he had been in an enemy’s country, fa 
meet Se~ he approached nearer, the fenate deputed an hundred of the 

mofl diftinguiflied of their body, to congratulate him upon 
his acceffion to the empire, and a/Tuie him of their obedience. 
He received them at the head of his troops, and ordered them 
to be fearchcd, as if he had fulpedted their fidelity; but after- 
wards entertained them with great civility, and made them 
confidcrable prefents. Drawing nearer to the city, he fent 
orders thither for the execution of all thofe who had any 
hand in the death of Pertinax ; and likewife for the other 
foldiers of the guards to meet him without their arms, and in 
the attire which they wore when they attended the emperor 
in great folemnities. His orders were obeyed ; the guards 
imagining they were fent for to attend the emperor’s entry. 
When they were arrived in the camp, Severus fent them 
word to wait till he was at leifure to receive and harangue 
them : and in the mean time gave private orders to his own 

He then afeendedhis 


He dif- troops to furround them. 


tribunal, 


bands the and, after feverely reprimanding them for the murder of Per- 
praetorian tinax ; for felling the empire by au&ion, to the eternal igno 


guards. 


miny of the Roman name; and for afterwards abandoning, 
like cowardly traitors, fulianus , whom they themfelves had 
chofcn ; told them, That no punijhment could be equal to the enor¬ 
mity of their crimes ; that , neverthelefs, he granted them their 
lives ; but commanded them immediately to quit all their military 
badges , and retire an hundred miles from Rome ; folemnly de¬ 
claring, That -whoever of them Jhoulabe found within that dijlana 
of the city , Jhould be irremijfibly put to death. 

His entry Severus entered Rome, attended by all his troops under 

and with the ftandards of the praetorian guards re- 
He came to the gate on horfeback, and in his mili- 


into Rome. 


arms, 

verfed. 


tary habit; but there took his gown, and made his entry on 
foot, accompanied by the fenators in their robes, with 
crowns of laurel on their heads ; which the people likewife 
wore, who, on this occafion, were all clad in white. After 

vifiting the capitol, and the ufual temples, he retired to the 

palace; but the foldiers fpread themfelves all over the city, 
and coromitted great diforders, threatening to plunder the 
houfes of thofe who refufed them any thine. This warlike 


entrance 


fvo * • r* 


the 
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pie great diflike to the new emperor. 
The nttxt morning Severus went to the fenate, attended by 
his troops under arms ; but he had fcarce begun to fpeak, 
when he was interrupted by tumultuous cries of his foldiers 

without. 
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without, who demanded of the fenate a large fum, which. Sevens. 
they faiJ, was their due, becaufe the fame had been formerly c—y—^ 
given to the troops that attended Angujius to Rome. The fe¬ 
nate was (truck with terror, and the emperor himfelf could 
not help betraying fome fear. However, he went to them, 
and, with fome difficulty, pacified them with a promife of 
two hundred and fifty drachmas a man, inflead of two thou- 
fand five hundred, which they demanded. Then, return¬ 
ing to the fenate, he excufed himfelf for having afTumed the 
title of emperor without their confent; promiied to tread in 
the footfteps of M. Aurelius and Pertinax ; and not only fo- 
lemnly fwore to obferve all the laws, and particularly that 
no fenator fhould, for any crime whatever, be put to death 
in his reign, without being firft tried and condemned by the 
fenate; but even obliged the fenate to pafs a decree, declare- 
ing fuch emperors as a&ed otherwife, and thofe who obeyed 
them therein, public enemies. This gave great fatisfaftion 
to the generality of the fenators ; but the moft difeerning, 
and thofe who knew his dark and referved temper, his falf- 
hood and difiimulation, gave no credit to his fair promifes ; 
but, on the contrary, looked upon him as a fecond Tiberius. 

However, they unanimoufly conferred upon him all the titles 
peculiar to the imperial dignity, and confirmed his grant of 
the title of Ccefar to Albitms . He then gave an extraordinary 
largefs to the l'oldiers and people, and inrolled the emperor 
Pertinax among the gods with greater pomp and folemnity 
than had ever been feen before on the like occafion. 

Severus was about forty-feven years of age when he was His ex- 
made emperor. He was born at Leptis , in Africa ; but his traftion 
anceftors had been Roman knights, and afterwards admitted and pre- 
into the fenate : for he was nephew, by his father, M. Sep- ferments. 
timius Geta , to two confuls, M. Agrippa , and Sebtimius Seve¬ 
rn, He ftudied the law, but made no great figure at the 
bar. M. Aurelius admitted him into the fenate, and appointed 
him governor of Sardinia ; from whence he was fent to Africa 
in quality of lieutenant to the proconful. On his return 
from thence he was created praetor, and after his praetorfhip 
preferred to the command of the fourth legion, then in Syria. 

He was afterwards made governor of the country of Lyons> 
and from thence removed to Pannonia ; which province he 
governed with proconfular authority, as he did afterwards that 
of Sicily; after which he was raifed to the confulfhip, and then 
appointed commander of all the troops in Jllyricum. He mar- 
tmjulia^ a native of E'mefa , in Syria ; by whom he had, 
oajjianus , commonly called Caracalla ; another fon, named 

and two daughters. 

He had no fooner entered upon the empire, than he fet He chufes 
about reforming feveral abufes in the city; chofe new guards new 
in the room of thofe he had cafhiercd, and four times as ma- guards, 
nyi feized upon all the children of thofe who had com¬ 
mands, or were in authority, in the Eaft, or in Afia , and 

L 1 2 detained 



5 j 6 


A GENERAL HISTORY 



Severus. detained them as pledges for their father’s loyalty; and made 

' the fenate profcribe all the friends and adherents of Julianus 

of whom all that were difeovered were executed without 

mercy. He then fupplied the city with great plenty of corn 
and made fuch excellent regulations in that refpe<ft, that there 
never was any want during his whole reign. 


Sets out 

againft 

Niger, 


fary 


fain. 


Having thus fettled affairs in Rome , and given the necef- 
orders for fecuring the provinces, he fet out with a 

f >rodigious army againft Niger , who, now rouzed from his 
ethargy, made great preparations to refift him. A fkirmilh 
happened near Perinthus, afterwards called Heraclea , which 
ended to the advantage of Severus , to gain whofe favour, the 
fenate thereupon declared Niger a public enemy, together 
with JEmilianus , then proconful of Afta , a man of extraordi¬ 
nary talents, and great experience, who fidcd with Niger, 
and who, the next year, was defeated, taken, and put to 
death. The remains of the vanquifhed troops fled to Ni¬ 
ger, who was then at Antioch , from whence he marched 
againft Severus. Both armies met near the city of IJJiis, on 
, the very fpot where Alexander the Great firft conquered Da- 
who is de- yi US ' The battle was exceeding bloody ; and though Niger 
featedand did all that an able general could do, he was totally defeat-J 

ed, with the lofs of twenty thoufand men, and forced to 
fly. Some of Severus's men overtook him, cut off his head, 
and carried it to Severus , who, after ordering it to be fhewn 
to the inhabitants of Byzantium , fent it to Rome. Severn 
was not prefent at either of thefe battles, nor do hiftorians 
tell us where he was at that time : but thus much we know, 
that he punifhed without mercy all fuch as had fided with 
his competitor, putting them to death, and feizing their 
eftates ; and fuen cities as had furnifhed him with money, 
though they had been abfolutely forced to it, he obliged to 
pay him four times as much. He then parted the Euphrates, 
and reduced the Ofrhnenians , Acliabenians , and Arabians, the 
two former of which, taking advantage of the late diftur- 
bances, had murdered the Roman foldiers left among them, 
and maken off the yoke ; and the latter had either revolted, 
or joined Niger. He likewife made war upon the Parthian:, 
but did not bring them under fubjedlion. The Scythians 
were preparing to attack him, and had already begun their 
march, but were deterred from purfuing their defigns by a 
ftorm, in. which three of their chiefs were ftruck dead with 
The city lightning. In the beginning of the next year, Byzantium , 
of Bjzau- bv far the ftrongeft, greateft, and moft wealthy city ot 
tium ta- Thrace , was forced, by famine, to furrender, after a three 
ken and years fiege. Niger had feized it at the firft breaking out of 
deftroyed. the war, and Severus laid ftege to it as foon as he arrived in 


Thrace. 
fvvord : 


All the magiftrates and foldiers were put to the 
the inhabitants ftripped cf their effe&s, and fold for 


rtaves ; the walls levelled with the ground, and all tne 

Severus fent an account of thefe 

fucceffes 


buildings laid in afhes. 
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facccffes to Rome , and at the fame time ordered Niger's Severn 
w jfe and children to be put to death, and their eftates con- y— 

{Heated. 

Peace being now eftablifhed in the Eaft, Severus began to Sever us 


5i 7 

"US. 


confider how he might fecure the empire to his family ; to 
which end he refolved to deftroy Albinus , whom he had 
lulled afleep with the title of Ceefar , while he was employed 
again# Julianus and Niger. Albinus was as much beloved, 
as Severus was hated, and the affair required difpatch. How¬ 
ever, not thinking it advifeable to declare himfelf an open 
enemy to one who had not given him the leaft provocation, 
he had recourfe to treachery, and fent affaflins, who, under 
pretence of delivering him a letter, had fecret orders to 
murder him. Albinus having difeovered their defign, affem- 
bled a mighty army, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed empe¬ 
ror in Britain , and paffed over into Gaul, where he was 
joined by feveral perfons of great diftin&ion. Upon the 
firft news of this revolt, Severus haftened from the Eaft into 


fends af¬ 
faflins to 
murder 
Albinus, 


who is de¬ 
clared 
emperor 
in Bri¬ 
tain, and 


Gaul : but before he could arrive there, feveral fkirmifties pafles o- 
had happened between the troops which had declared for him ver into 
in that country, and thofe of Albinus, and had generally Gaul. 
ended to the advantage of this laft. While he was upon his 
march, he gave the title of Cafar to his eldeft fon, ina- Severus 
king him quit that of Bajfianus , and ftile himfelf thence- marches 
forth M. Aurelius Antoninus. In the mean time, the fen ate againft 
declared Albinus a public enemy : and Severus , having paffed him. 
the Alps in the midft of winter, approached Lyons , where 
Albinus had ftaid, with a defign to enter Italy early in the 
fpring. A battle was fought in the neighbourhood of that 
city, one of the moft {harp and bloody recorded in hiftory ; 
the Britijh legions, which Albinus had brought with him, 
being no way inferior, either in courage or experience, to 
thofe of lllyricum. It ended in the defeat of Albinus , whofe 
army, no longer able to keep the field, fled to Lyons , whither 
they were purfued by the conquerors, who, entering the Albinus 
city with the fugitives, firft plundered it, and then laid it in defeated ; 
afhes. Albinus , who had concealed himfelf in a houfe on kills him- 
the Rhone, finding no means of efcaping, killed himfelf. felf, 

Severus beheld with pleafure the dead body of his competi¬ 
tor, rode over it feveral times, making his horfe trample it Cruelty of 
under foot ; and left it before his tent till it was half putri- Severus . 
lied, and tom in pieces by dogs, and then ordered it to be 
thrown into the Rhone. The head was cut off, and fent to 


Rome. Severus at firft, pardoned his wife and children ; but 
foon after caufed them to be maffacred, and their bodies to 
be thrown into the river. All his friends, and moft diftant 
relations, without diftindlion of fex or age, and moft of the 
great men of Gaul and Spain, who had {hewn any attach¬ 
ment to Albinus , underwent the fame fate, and all their 
eftates were confifcated ; by which means Severus amaffed 
an immenfe treafure, enriched his foldiers, and, at his death, . 

L 1 3 left 
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Sevcrus. left his children greater wealth than any prince had done 

before him. The cities that had declared for Album were 
foon reduced, and their inhabitants punched, feme with 
death, and fome with forfeiture of their eftates. 

# Severus then fet out for Rome, leading with him his victo¬ 
rious army. His approach filled the city with terror ; the 
more fo, as when he fent the head of Albinas to Rome, he 
v/rote a letter to the fenate, in which, after reproaching 
them with ingratitude, and taxing them with affeftion to 
his rival, he extolled the conduct and government of Com- 
modus , and told them. He Cent them Albinus’r head, that they 
might thereby knoiv they had pro voiced him , and fee with their 
own eyes the effcBs of his rcfentmcr.t. The day after his arrival 
he went to the fenate, and read a fpeech filled with bitter in- 
ve&ives again# the partisans of Albinus ; produced ieveral 
letters which he had feized among that general’s papers; 
commended the cruelties of Sylla, Marius , and Augufus , 25 
neeeftary precautions ; aferibed the ruin of Pompcy , and the 
death of CesJ'ar to their unfealonnble clemency ; and ordered 
Commodus to be ranked among the g n, ls, and an annual fefli- 
val to be inftituted to his honour. He then returned to the 
palace, and filled Rome with maflacres and bloodfhed. In 
a few days, forty-two fenators, mo# of whom had been con- 
fuls or praetors, were facrificed to his fury ; and, if we may 
believe Herodian, none of any order efcaped his rage, whole 
birth or riches gave them any power in the fenate, or the 
provinces. After he had fpent fome months at Rome , and 
there cut oft’ all that gave him the lea# umbrage, he fet out 
for the Ea#, with his two fons Caraculla and Geta, with a 
war upon defign to make war upon the Parthians , who had made 
the Par- themfelves mafters of great part of Mrfopotamia. Upon his 
tbians. arrival there, the Parthians retired back into their own 

country. He then proceeded to Seleucia and Babylon , both 
Takes which places he took without oppolition, the enemy having 
Seleucia , abandoned them. From thence he advanced to Ctefipjm , 
Babylon , the metropolis of Parthia , which he took after a painful 
and Ctef- fiege, and gave up to be plundered by his foldiers, who put 
pbon. all the men to the fword, but fpared the women and children, 

whom, to the number of an hundred thoufand, they fold 
Year of for flaves. For thefe advantages the fenate decreed him a 
Rome 949. triumph, and the title of Parthicus Maximus. The next 
of Cbrift year he attacked the city of Atra twice, but was obliged to 
197. abandon his enterprize, after having left a great many men, 

and moft of his engines of war. He fpent the following 
year in fearching after, and putting to death, fitch of Niger’s 
friends as had not yet been difeovered ; on which occafion 
numbers were condemned, efpecially if they were rich, or 
nobly born. After this, he gave the manly robe to his 
eldelt fon, though he was then but fourteen years old, and 
named him conful with himfelf for the following year, in 

which he went into Arabia, and from thence into Pale fine, 

where 


He goes 
into the 
Eaft, to 

make 



OF THE WORLD. 


519 



where he published an edict, forbidding, under the fevereft Sever us. 
Lnilties, the lubjedts of the empire to embrace either the 
*tJ>i(b or the Chri/tian religion ; which gave rife to the fifth The fifth 
1 ‘ '' " ■' From Paleftine he paffed into Egypt, 


ceiVeral pcrfecution 

vilited all the cities and curiofities of that country, and then perfecuti 
went to Alexandria , from whence, he returned to Rome , on. 
where he diftributed among the foldiers and people a much 
jrreater largefs than any prince had given before. He like- 
wife treated them with moll: magnificent Ihews, which lafted 
feven days ; at the end of which he gave the manly robe to 
his fecond fon Gcta, and married his eldeft fon Caracalla to 
Ylautilla, the daughter of his chief favourite and prime mi- Caracalla 
nifter Plautianus , who, from a very mean defeent, had raifed married 
himfelf to fuch a height of power, that even the emperor’s to the 
brother, and the emprefs herfelf, feared him. His enor- daughter 
mous abufe of this power was ftill worfe ; for he condemn- of Plau- 
ed, banilhed, and even put to death, whoever gave him the tianus. 
leaft umbrage, let them be never fo illullrious, without fo 
much as consulting the emperor, or letting him know it. Great 
The fenators and foldiers fwore by the fortune of Plautianus ; power of 

that mi- 


general 


public vows and facrifices were offered for his fafety, as if 
lie had been emperor ; Rome was filled with his ftatues, 
moftly eredted by the authority of the fenate ; his table was 
better ferved than that of the emperor, and his equipage far 
more magnificent: and as all favours were conferred thro’ 
his channel, his houfe was conftantly crouded with fuitors 
of all ranks, to whom he was harder of accefs, than even 
the emperor. His riches were fo immenfe, that Dion Cajfius 
fays, he gave his daughter upon her marriage as much as 
would have been a fufficient dower for fifty queens. He was 
captain of the guards, and conful this year. But this great 
elevation ferved only to accelerate his ruin : for Caracalla , 
unable to bear the imperious temper of his wife Plautilla , 
and hating both her and her father Plautianus , openly de¬ 
clared, That if ever he obtained the fovereign power , they Jhould 

Plautianus being told of 


nifter. 


bath feel the effects of his refentment. 
this, refolved to be beforehand with him 


not doubting 


but that, if he was removed, he Ihould be able to feize the 
empire for himfelf, as Sever us was now advanced in years, 
and greatly troubled with the gout. In the mean time, the 
emperor’s brother Gcta being taken ill, defired to fee Severus 
before he died, and reprefented to him fo ftrongly the un- 
juftifiable conduct of his favourite minifter, that the em¬ 
peror began to look upon him with a jealous eye, and by 
degrees leilcned his overgrown authority. Upon this, Plau¬ 
tianus refolved to make ufe of the power he ftill had left; 
and, by the murder of the emperor’s fon, to fecure the fo- 
vereignty to himfelf. His defign being dilcovered, he was 
fent for to the palace, and as he was entering the empe¬ 
ror’s room, Caracalla rufiled upon him, inarched his fword He is 
from his fide, which he wore as captain of the euards. and murdered 


1,1 4 


ordered 
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Severus. ordered thofe who were prefent to di(patch him, being pre¬ 
vented by the emperor from doing it himfelf. 

As the empire now enjoyed a profound peare, Sevens 
was at leifure to reform many abufes, which he did accord¬ 
ingly, making feveral laws equally juft and rieceflary. He 
chofe for governors of the provinces men of unblenffned 
chara&ers, and appointed captain of the guards, in the room 
of Plautianas , the celebrated civilian Papinianus ; for at this 
time the chief province of that officer was to decide kw- 


fuits with the emperor, or in his name. 


But m 


the midft 


Severus 


iatn. 


of-this tranquility his cruelty ftill prevailed; and the follow¬ 
ing year was remarkable for the death of many illuflrious 
fenators, inhumanly butchered by his command. 

The Bri - The next year the Britons revolted, and committed dread- 
ions revolt ful ravages in the territories which the Romans polTeiTcd in 

their ifland. Severus thereupon refolved to go over thither in 
perfon, and took with him both his Ions, after inverting 
Geta , the youngeft of them, with the tribunitial power, and 
conferring upon him the title of Auguftus , which he had 
given three years before to Caracul la ; fo that there were 
now three Augujlufes at a time, which had never happened 
before. 

Severus fpent the firft winter after his landing in Britain 
paffesover in the louthern parts of the ifland, from whence he purfued 
into Bri- his march, the next (bring, to the moft northern coafts, 

laying the country waft *, and putting all to fire and fword; 
infomuch, that the Caledonians were in the end obliged to 
purchafe a peace, by yielding up part of their country, and 
delivering up their arms. But for the particulars of this 
expedition, and the wail which Severus built from fea to 
fea, to part the Reman territories from thofe of the North 
Britons , not fubjeef to Rvne, the reader is referred to our 
hiftory of England. 

Caracalla attempted firft to murder, and afterwards to de- 
pofe his father in Britain , but mifearried in both : however, 
the grief which this unnatural behaviour of his fon gave 
him, increafed his diftemper fo much, that it foon brought 
him to the grave. Finding his end approaching, he cried 
out, / have been all that a man can be , and find it nothing. He 
then ordered the urn to be brought, in which his afhes were 
to be inclofed, and laying his hand upon it faid. Little urn , 

bom the whole world was not bit 


V* <lf* 


thou jhalt contain one , fo: 
enough. After this, he font for his two foils, and ordered 
the fpeech of Jllicipfa to his children, in SaUujf to be read 
to them, exhorted them to concord and unity, and recoin- 
mended to them, to enrich the ioldiers, and gam their at- 
fedfion, without caring whether they were beloved or hatcu 


by the reft of their fub jeers 


As his pains increafed, cfpe 


ially 


ms 


iiC 


called for 




ifon ; but no one 


daring 


i.i*~ V-UilUU iUi p -„ . 

to adminifter it to him, he is faid to have glutted himieu 
withcoarie meats, which, for want of digestion, foon p ut 
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an end to his life. He died at York, on the fourth of Febru- $ events. 
m , i n the year 211, after having lived fixty-five years, nine V 
months, and twenty-five days, and reigned feventeen years, 
eight months, and three days. His body was burnt at York , His death 
and his afhes conveyed by his two fons to Rome, where he 
was ranked among the gods. He was certainly a perfon of Year of 
extraordinary parts ; but all his good qualities were quite Rome 959. 
eclipfed by his excefiive cruelty, and infatiable avarice, of Cbrijl 
The exchequer, which he found quite empty, was ex- 211. 
ceeding rich when he died ; and the public granaries were 
ftored with corn enough to fupply the city for feven years. 

It was laid of him, after his death, if Spartian is to be cre¬ 
dited, as it had been formerly faid of Augufius, That he 
oucht never to have been born , or never to have died ; fo great 
were his cruelties, and fo excellent his regulations. 



CARACALLA. 

SEVERUS was fucceeded by his two fons Bajffianus and Caracalla 
Geta , who were born of two mothers, the former of Martia , and Get a 
and the other of Julia. Bajfianus is moft commonly known emperors, 
by the name of Caracalla , a Gaulijl) word for a kind of caf- 
fock ufed in Gaul, which he firft introduced among the Ro¬ 
mans. In his infancy he was mild and fweet tempered, but 
abandoned himlelf to all manner of cruelty as he grew up, 
and proved in the end a moft inhuman tyrant. Getct, on 
the contrary, in his tender years, feemed as void of humani¬ 
ty as his father j but afterwards became fo mild and affable, 
that he was the darling both of the foldiery and people. 

They fhcwed, from their childhood, an utter averfion to 
each other, and were continually quarrelling, even in their 
diverfions. This antipathy increafed as they advanced in 
years and the moment Severus was dead, Caracalla folicited 
the army to exclude his brother ; but they rejected his fuit, 
and proclaimed them both emperors. Caracalla immediately 
concluded a Ihameful treaty with the Britons, and he and 
his brother let out for Rome, with their mother Julia, who 
ufed every endeavour to reconcile them, but in vain ; for Caracalla, 
Caracalla attempted to murder Geta on the road $ and this endea- 
attempt increafed their animofities to fuch a degree, that vours to 
they thenceforth marched with feparate guards, and watch- murder 
ed each others motions as carefully as if they had been de- Geta. 

dared enemies. # . 

Upon their arrival at Rome , after performing the obfe- \ he ‘ r ar- 

quies of their deceafed father with great folemnity, they di- r ^ val at 

vided between them the palace, which, Herodian fays, was Rome. 

larger 
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Geta 


Caracalla larger than any city in the empire, Rome excepted. Cara¬ 
calla foon attempted again to murder Geta, the confequence 

of which was an almoft open war between the two princes 
and the lofs of many lives. Julia did all fhe could to re* 
concile them ; and Caracalla , feigning to yield to her defires 
invited his brother to an interview in her chamber, where 
fome centurions, whom he had fuborned, and privately con¬ 
cealed in an adjoining room, rufhed in, and killed Geta in 
murdered his mother’s arms. G eta was then under three and twenty 

years of age, and Caracalla about twenty-four. Caracalla 
fled direttly to the camp of the praetorians, where, pretend¬ 
ing that a confpiracy had been formed againfthis life, he, by 
degrees, let the foldiers know that he -was foie fovereign, 
and now able to bellow upon them what wealth and ho¬ 
nours he pleafed, as an earned: of which he immediately 
doubled their pay, already very high, and added alargefsof 
two thoufand live hundred drachmas a man, which he gave 
them leave to take that inftant cut of the public treafury. 


the foldiers fainted him foie 


• >s brother Gera had attempted 
life in the attempt ; upon whi 


emperor, 

unhappy Geta a traitor and a public enemy. 


and declared the 


Bv this extra- 


Caracalla 
goes to 
die fenate 


Caufes 
Geta to be 
ranked a- 
mong the 
gods. 


Caracal- 
la a cruel 
ties at 

Rome. 


vagant largefs Caracalla fpent in one day, what Sevents had 
been eighteen years heaping up, by innumerable murders 
and unjuft confifcations. 

Caracalla palled all that night in the camp, and the next 
day went to the fenate, with a cuirafs under his robes, and 
guarded by all his troops, fome of whom he even placed 
among the fenators, for his greater fecurity. He then made 
a fpeech, wherein he endeavoured to blacken Geta , and 
juftify himfelf; and, after inftancing Romulus , and fome 
others, who had revenged with death injuries oftered them 
by their brothers, he concluded with giving leave to all that 
were in banilnment to return home. From the fenate he 
returned to the palace, where he gave orders for the dead bo¬ 
dy of his brother to be interred with great magnificence, and 
prevailed upon the fenate to rank him among the gods. He 
then vented his fury upon many' illuftrious perfons, whom 
he dilliked, under pretence of their being friends to Geta, 
among whom was the celebrated civilian Papinian , whofe 
crime was, his having refufed to compofe a fpeech for Cara¬ 
calla, to juftify the murder of Geta. When the emperor 
prefled him to it, he anfwercd with great firmnefs, It is not 
_fo cafy a thing to ju/lify a parricide, as to commit it ; and it is tt 
fecund parricide to defame an innocent perfon, after having taken 
away his life. Caracalla, provoked at this anfwer, ordered 
his head to be immediately ftruck oft. A daughter of the 


ta , brother to 


Jfe 


7 

Pompeianus 


had been twice conful, and was grand fen to the emperor 
M. Aurelius j Melvins Pertinax , foil 

name; 


to the emperor of that 



OF THE WORLD. 


523 



name; and Lcetas, one of Caracalla s moft intimate friends, Car a call a 
fell among numbers of other illuftrious perfons, vi&ims to 
bisVage, which extended to the enemies as well as the 
friends of Geta. Even thofe of the veftal virgins who had 
pitied Geta , were ordered to he drangled. In fhort, no fex, 
rank, or age efcaped his cruelty. The people were loaded 
with enormous taxes, and often put to death merely for his 
diverfion. No prince ever employed more iniquitous means 
of railing money, or fquandered it away with more prodi- 
rality, and always upon thofe who lead of all deferved it, 

,uch as, his guards, buffoons, players, gladiators, &c. He 
was author of the famous law, by which all the free fubje&s 


oi the empire were declared Roman citizens. 

finding himfelf generally hated at Rome , he refolved to His expe- 
leave the city, and, after the example of Adrian , to vifit all dition a- 
the provinces of the empire. Accordingly, in the third year gainft the 
of his reign, he went into Gaul , where he exercifed as great Catti and 
cruelties as he had done at Rome, and, in confequence thereof, Alemannu 
foon became as much defpifed there. The next year he re¬ 
turned to Rorne , but made only a Ihort day there, the Catti 
and Alemanni , whom we now find mentioned for the fird 


time in hidory, and feveral other German nations, having 
taken up arms, and made incurfions into the Roman domi¬ 
nions. Caracal/a marched againd them, and in that expedi¬ 
tion fhewed himfelf a better foldier than commander ; for, 
though he behaved with great courage, and even challenged 
the braved of the enemy to a fingle combat, yet, for want of 
conduft, he was obliged to purchafe a peace with large fums. 

This was no fooner known, than all the nations of Germany 
threatened him with war, if he did not give them mo¬ 
ney too. Intimidated by thefe menaces he agreed to pay 
them yearly dipends, and by that means reduced himfelf to 
fuch dreights, that he was obliged to coin falfe money, to 
be circulated at home, whild all the good gold and filver 
was fent abroad. When he concluded this mameful treaty 
with the deputies of the barbarians, he differed 110 one to 
be prefent except the interpreters, whom he immediately 
caufed to be put to death, led they fhould divulge what 
had paffed : then giving out, that all the enemies had fub- 
mitted, he took che title of Germanicus and Aletnannicus. 

The next year, he left Germany , and marched into Dacia , 
where he gained fome fmall advantages over the Geta;, and He pafles 
from thence purfued his rout through Thrace , and, eroding over into 
over into Afia, went to Pergamus , to pay his devotions to Ajia. 
the god Acfculapius ; from thence to Ilium , to view the re¬ 
mains of Troy, and the tomb of Achilles ; and from Ilium to 
hicomedia, where he fpent the winter ; always obliging mod 
of the fenators to attend him in his journeys, to defray his 
charges, and build for him, wherever he daid any time, 
theatres, circufes, and other places of diverfion; and dreff- 
mg after the manner of the countries he paffed through, in 

order 
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Caracaila order to gain the affe&ions of thofe people. Leaving M;. 

ft . _ _ i _. .. _ i i i . o WUO' 



media the next year, he went to An l / och , where he was re 
ceived with extraordinary magnificence, and from whence he 
wrote to the fenatc, telling them. That be knew they did not 

approve of bis cenduft, but ihat he neither valued nor feared them 

Jo long as be bad an army at his command. He there wanted to 
pick a quarrel with the Parthians , who were then diftraefed 
with civil wars among thcmfelves : but on their complying 
with his demands, and thereby removing all colour for a 
war, he bent his mind upon the redu&ion of Ofrhoene and 
Armenia , though the kings of both thofe countries lived in 
perfe<5f amity with the Romans. Full of this defign, he in¬ 
vited them both to Antioch , as friends and allies of Rome 
and, without even aligning a reafon for it, caufed them 
rbuflyim-to be arrefted and imprifoned. The confequcnce of this 
prifons was, that Ofrhoene immediately fubmitted, and was re- 


T reache- 


the kings duced to a Roman province : but the Armenians , refenting 
of Ofrho- the infult, totally overthrew the Roman army, which was 


ene and 
Armenia. 


Orders a 
general 
maffacre 
at Alex¬ 
andria. 


commanded by one Theocritus , a comedian ; for fueh were 
the people whom Caracaila preferred to the mofl important 
offices of the Hate. 

From Antioch the emperor went to Alexandria , where, to 
punifh the people of that city for fome lampoons they had 
pubJifhed againft him, on occafion of the death of Geta , he 
gave private orders to his troops, who were difperfed all 
over the city, to fall upon the inhabitants in the night-time, 
to plunder their houfes, and put all to the fword. His or¬ 
ders were executed with a barbarity hardly to be exprefled; 
and the butchery continued all the next day, that he might 
have the pleafure of beholding it from the temple cf Seraph, 
where he had pafl'ed the preceding night. When the fol- 
diers were tired with {laughter, he {fl ipped the city of all 
its privileges, fupprefied its celebrated aflembly of learned 
men, ordered all Grangers to quit the place, and that fuch 
as had efcaped the general mafia ere, who were but very 
few, might not have the fatisfa&ion of feeing one another, 
he cut off all communication of one nreet with another, by 
walls built for that purpofe, and guarded by his fo'diers. 
Notwithstanding this difafter, Alexandria foon recovered its 
fplendor after his death, and continued to be the fccondcity 
of the empire. 

His in fa- From Alexandria the tyrant returned to Antioch, with a 

defign to make war upon the Parthians ; and, in order to 
have a pretence for quarrelling with them, he fent an em- 
bafiy to Artabanes their king, defiring his daughter in mar- 
the Par- riage, which he doubted not would be refufed. However, 

Artabanes complied with it ; fufFered him to enter his do¬ 
minions ; ordered all his governors to receive him with the 
utmoft magnificence $ and went himfelf to meet him, at¬ 
tended by tne chief nobility of the kingdom, and a nume¬ 
rous body of guards, all unarmed. But Caracaila , with a 

treachery 


JllOUS 

treachery 

towards 


thians. 
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treachery hardly to be matched, ordered his foldiers to fall Caracalla 
upon the defencelefs multitude, of whom they killed a pro- - v -W 
dfgious number. The king himfelf had the good fortune 
to efcape, which fo enraged the perfidious monfter, that he 
wreaked his fury on ail the countries through which he 
palled on his return to Syria, from whence he font a boafting 
account of this expedition to the fenate, who, though they 
knew full well what had palled, decreed him a triumph, 

an d the title of Parthian', which was what he moft of all 

defired. 

The next year, Macrinus, captain of the guards, incenfed 
at the ill treatment he had received from Caracalla , and par¬ 
ticularly at his rallying him as a coward, and threatening 
him with death ; having gained over feveral of the officers, 
who, like him, were weary of the tyrant, refolved to be re¬ 
venged of him. An opportunity foon offered : for, as the 
emperor was going on horfeback, with only a fmall retinue, 
from EdcJJa , to viut a temple of the moon at Carrkts , being 
obliged to alight to eale nature, and all withdrawing, except 
a Angle domeftic, as he was going to mount again, Martia¬ 
l‘s one of the confpirators, ran haftily up to him, and gave Caracalla. 
him fuch a ftab in the throat, that he expired immediately, murdered 
This was done fo fuddenly, that Martialis returned to his 
horfe, and mixed with the crowd, before any one knew Year of 
what had paffed : but when the emperor’s death was known, Rome965. 
a Scythian , who belonged to the guards, feeing him with a of Chrijt 
bloody dagger in his hand, which, in his confufion, he had 213. 
forgot to hide, and thence concluding him to be the author 
of the murder, {hot him through with an arrow. Such 
was, in the thirtieth year of his age, and after a reign of 
fix years, two months, and four days, the end of this mon¬ 
fter, who, in all refpedts, moft refembled Caligula. His 
mother Julia , with whom, fome fay, he carried on an in- 
ceftuous commerce, ftarved herfelf to death foon after. 



Macrinus and Diadumenus. 


THE fudden death of Caracalla caufed fome confufion Macrinus 
among the foldiers, who were three days in fufpence which an( j hi s 
they mould eledt in his ftcad, Audentius or Macrinus. But fan Dia- 
on the fourth, they chofc the former, who, confidering the dumenus 
unfettled ftate of the empire, wifely declined the fovereign- made em-* 
ty, and refigned it to Macrinus , who readily accepted it, perors. 
and, after making a flattering fpeech to the foldiers, and 
giving them a confiderable largefs, nominated his fon Dia¬ 
dumenus his affociate in the empire, gave him the furnameof 

Antoninus , 
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Macrinus Antoninus , as well to remove all fufpicion of his having been 

concerned in the murder of Caracalla , who was likewif; 
called Antoninus , as to pleafe the Romans , by whom that 
name was held in great veneration ; and then wrote letters 
to the fenate and people, acquainting them with the manner 
of his election, and defiring their approbation of it; nfTuring 
them, with many folemn oaths, that he was not guilty ot 
the death of Caracalla. The fenate, without much conii- 
dering his merit, confirmed the ele&ion, and likewife his 

• ® # /• t • /» *r\ • t .ft* « 


l'overeignty. 
Op eli us Mt 


Diadumenus 


ttive of Cafarea in Mauritania , 

now Algier , and of very mean extraction. Favour had raifed 
him to the office of praetorian praefedr, from which treaion 
and chance now promoted him to the empire, in the fifty- 
third year of his age. The fenate at Rome loaded the me¬ 
mory of Caracalla with curfes and infamy ; but very fhortly 
after, the troops under Macrinus abfolutely infilled on his 
being deified, which both the emperor and the fenate were 
forced to comply with ; fo great was the authority which 
the army had now ufurped. 

The Ro~ Soon after the election of Macrinus , Artabanes , king of 
mansAtC- the Partbians , refolving to retaliate the injuries he had re¬ 
flated by ceived from Caracalla , invaded the Roman territories with a 


the Par- powerful army. Macrinus 


but naturally timid, en- 


tbians , deavoured to appeafe him by fending back all the prifoners 
with taken by Caracalla , and with them ambafiadors to propofe a 
whom peace, on terms equally honourable to both nations. But 
Macrinus Artabanes making 


much higher demands than Macr 


vim 


concludes could comply with, two battles were fought, in which the 
a peace. Romans , now quite effeminated and enervated, were de¬ 
feated with fuch lofs, that Macrinus , not daring to venture 
a third engagement, purchafed a peace with fifty millions 
of drachmas. However, the fenate decreed him the fur- 


name of Partbicus. The 


whom Caracalla had 


likewife provoked, were appeafed by his reftoring their 
king Tigranes to the throne, and giving him the lands they 


He makes Macrinus 


Capadocia 


feveral excellent laws, and endeavoured, as much as he could, to 

good laws reform numberlefs abules. Among other things, he made 

adultery capital, and punifhed with death fuch informers as 

could not make good their accufations. When they did, 

they had the ufual reward, that is, the fourth part of the 

offender’s eftate ; but at the fame time they were declared 

infamous. His feverity againft real criminals was great; 

but he was very merciful and clement in what concerned 

only himfelf: for a confpiracy being difeovered againft him, 

he not only pardoned three of the chief accomplices, but 

continued them in their employments. Thefe were fome 

of this emperor’s virtues ; but he was not without his 

faults; 
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faults 


only preferred to the higheft ports perfons of his own condi¬ 
tion, though, generally fpeaking, void of merit, but dif- 
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placed thofe who were nobly botn 
the nobility againft him. The 1 


T his greatly indilpofed His faults. 


renfed, on account of his excefiive feverity towards them : 

1 • i'* . . _ I /i | 


informed 


autnor 


iliviv - ——- # 

Thefe motives determined them to revolt, and chufe another 
emperor in his room, which they did the following year. 
This revolution was brought about chiefly^ by the contri¬ 
vance of Mcefa, After to the late emprefs 'Julia, a woman 
of great courage, fubtilty, and policy, and in 

_^ ^ « 1 1 Ji n 1 • 1 


Macrinus 


Mamnuea 


en confined to a 
Emcfa, not far diftant from Antioch^ 
This woman had two daughters. 


Bajftanus, fourteen years of age; and the latter another, 
called Alexianus , two years younger. BaJJianus was high 
prieft of the temple of the fun at Emefj'a , and thence called 
Heliogabalus. which, in the Phoenician language, fignified a 
prieji of the fun. The Roman foldiers, who went frequently 
to that temple, took a great liking to him, on account of 
his graceful perfon and behaviour. The artful M<zfa ob- 
l'erving this, gave out, that Heliogabulus was the fon of Ca- 
racalla, and that fhe would amply reward thofe who fhould 
efpoufe his caufe. The foldiery thereupon invited her and 
her grandfon to their camp, and upon their arrival, pro¬ 
claimed Heliogabulus emperor, by the name of M. Aurelius 
Antoninus , and inverted him with all the enfigns of fove- 
reignty. 

The news of this revolt was a thunder-clap to Macrinus, Macrinus 
who, with his fon-in-law, marched out of Antioch at the head defeated 
of the praetorian bands. The two armies met on the con- and put to 
fines of Syria and Phoenicia, and a bloody battle enfued, in death, 
which Macrinus was defeated, and, with his fon Diadumenus, Year of 
fled towards Parthia. They were both overtaken and put to Romeq 66 . 
death. Macrinus reigned fourteen months wanting three of Chrijl , 
days. .214. 



HELIOGABALUS. 


IM M E DI AT E LY after the death of Macrinus, Heli- Hehcga- 

cgabalus, by the advice of his grandmother Mtzfa,. wrote a ~f us ac " 

fawning letter to the fenate, acquainting them with what k ^ow- 

had palied, and defiring their confirmation of his ele&ion. led S ed 

6 His emperof. 
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Helioga - His requeft was granted, no one daring to oppofe him; tho’, 

at the fame time, the government of Macrinus was liked 
much better. Having fettled the affairs of the Eaft, with 
the afliftance of Mafa and her favourites, the new emperor 
fet out for Rome ; but was obliged to ftay fome time in Bi- 
thynia ; where he gave fuch flagrant proofs of his ftrong pro- 
peniity to every kind of vice, as plainly fhewed what was to 
His cha- be expelled from him. He was but fourteen years of age 

when he was declared emperor; but, even in thatearlydawn 
of life, fuperlatively profligate, impious, lewd, inhuman, 
effeminate, and prodigal; exceeding even Nero and Caligula, 
and all the tyrants that ever difgraced a crown. His grand- 


rafter. 


MeSi 


Ihe 


for he defpifed her, and liftened only to the wicked counfels 
of his mother Soamis, and of fuch as flattered him in his 
crimes. His whole reign was a continued feries of fuch 


fhocking infamies,* abominable 


and unheard of 


debaucheries* as, were we to enter into a detail of them, 
would make the reader blufli to fee, as it would us to write 
them. Though he did not reign quite four years, he mar¬ 
ried, in that fhort time, fix wives. One of them was a vef- 
tal virgin* whom he foon put away, but afterwards took 
again, fayirtg. That, as Jhe was a prtejlefs , and he a priejl , k 
hoped to have by her an offspring worthy of the immortal gods. He 
turned his palace into a public brothel, filling it with profti- 
tutes for whoever came; and foon after he drove them out, 
and took in a herd of infamous catamites; of which num¬ 
ber he himfelf was; having been publicly married, firft to 
Aurelius Zoticus, one of his officers ; and afterwards, to Hie- 
rocks , a flave. In fliort, he was fo loft to all fenfe of fhame, 
that he made no fcruple of fatisfying, even his moft unnatu¬ 
ral luffs, in public, and in the face of the whole Romm 

^ fifis prodigality was as boundlefs as his luft; for, in the 
fhort tithe that he reigned, he reduced all the fubjefts of the 
empire almoft to beggary, and left the exchequer quite empty 
at bis deathi When he weiit abroad, all the way between 
his chamber, and the place where his chariot waited for him, 
was ftrewed with gold duft. All his table, chairs, cbefts, 
cf fc. were of pure gold. Though his clothes were exceeding 
coftly, and befet with jewels, he never wore the fame fuit 
twice, nor ever put on again a ring which he had once 
ufed. He was conftantly ierved in gold plate; but every 
night, after fupper, prefenled to his guefts and attendants 
what had been ufed that day. He often diftributed among 
the people and foldiery, not only corn and money, as the 
other emperors had done, but gold and filver plate, precious 
ftoncs, and tickets intitling them to imnienfe fums, which 
were inftantly paid. He filled his fifh-ponds with rofe-wa¬ 
ter : and the naumachia, where the feu-fights were exhibited, 

with 



* 
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tvith wine. His banquets were extravagant beyond belief; 

j,; s favourite difiles being tongues of peacocks and nightin¬ 
gales, and the brains of parrots and pheafants. He fed his 
dogs with the liver of geefe, his horfes with raifins, and his 
wild beafts with partridges and pheafants. His cruelty was 
equal to his lewdnefs and prodigality. Before he left Syria, he 
put to death feveral perfons of diftin&ion, both in the Eaft 
and at Rome ; as he did Jikewife in Bithynia , where he paffed 
the winter of the firft year of his reign. ^ 

Early the next fpring, Heliogabalus arrived at Rome, where, He makes 
though already hated by every one, he was received with his grand- 
great demonftrations of joy. The next day he went to the mother a 
fenate, and taking with him his grandmother, placed her fenator, 
next to the confuls, ordered her name to be fet down among and infti- 
thofe of the other fenators, and appointed, that file fliould tutes a fe« 
vote as the reft, and be confulted in all matters of import- nate of 
ance. For his mother, he inftituted a fenate confifting only 
of women, and declared her their prefident. 
their debates was to fettle the drefs, vifits, ceremonies, 
ranks, &c. of the Roman ladies. He then fet about building 
a magnificent temple in the fuburbs of Rome , and eftablifh- 
jnga worfhip in it to his god Heliogabalus, or the Sun ; pre¬ 
ferring him to ‘Jupiter and all the gods of the Romans , who, 
hefaid, were but the fervants of his god : at the fame time 


The fubjedt of 


women. 


declaring, that no other fhould be adored at Rome , or elfe- 
where. To this end, he ftripped all the other temples of 
their ornaments j and that his god might not be without a 
companion, he married him to the image of Pallas , which 
had been kept locked up for many ages with great devotion: 
but this match difpleafing him foon after, he declared, that 
his god did not like fo martial a wife j and therefore divorced 
him, and married him to Urania , faying, It was much more 
proper to marry the fun and the ?noon together, 


A dopts 


In his fecond conful/hip, he took for his collegue one Eu- 
tychianus , a freedman, and a noted buffoon : and the next Alexianus 
year, through the perfuafions of M^fa, who forefaw that and ere- 
the Romans would not long bear with fuch a prince, he ates him 
adopted his coufin Alexianns , and declared him Cafar , tho’ Ctejar . 
he was then but twelve, or at moft thirteen years old. The 
young prince took the names of Alexander and Sevcrus . Heli- 
cgabalns treated him, for fome time, in a very friendly man¬ 
ner; but finding that the excellent youth could not be pre¬ 
vailed on to follow his courfes, and that he was more beloved 
hy the people and foldicry than himfelf, he repented his hav¬ 
ing adopted him, and gave orders to thofe about him to dif- 
patch him, 

care and circumfpe&ion of Ma?neta , mother to young Alcx- 
c 'fcr% and of the emperor’s grandmother Merfa ; he ordered 
jhe fenate to annul the adoption, and fent affafiins to murdef 
liim. The praetorian guards being informed of this, flew to 
l ne palace, and would have put Heliogabalus himfelf to death 

r tv jr _ 0 


Finding this impracticable, through the great 
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tmy 


his debauched companions, toredrefsall their grievances ant 
to lead a quite different life for the future. ’ 

The next year, pretending to be reconciled with Alexan 
der, he made him his collegue in his third confulfhip : but 
being ftill determined to get rid of him, he ordered all the fe. 
nators to quit the city, left they fiiould thwart his defigns 
and then, {hutting Alexander up in the palace, gave out, tha 
he w.as fuddenly taken ill, and was almoft paft recovery 
• „ This report he fpread on purpofe to found the foldiery; who 

The tol- t} ie moment they heard it, ran to arms, and demanded to fee 
oiers mu- Alexander. The emperor thereupon conduced him to the 

camp, where he was received with loud acclamations of joy, 
whilft no fort of notice was taken of Heliogabalus , who, pro- 
voked thereat, ordered thofe who had applauded Alexander to 
be punifhed as traitors. The reft, incenfed at this, refeued 
them from the executioners, and crowded tumultuoufly 
about the emperor, with dreadful menaces ; which fo terrified 
him, that he attempted to fave himfelf by flight, while thofe 
who attended him endeavoured to difperfc the multitude. A 
fray enfued, in which Heiiogabalus 's people were defeated and 
cut to pieces. He himfelf retired, during the feuffle, to one 
of the privies of the camp, where he was foon difeovered, 
and murdered by the enraged foldiery, with his mother Sea- 
mis , who had fled thither with him, and held him the whde 
time in her arms. Both their heads were cut off; and 
after their bodies had been ignominioufly treated by the 
populace, and dragged through the city, that of Heliogabalus 
was thrown into the Tiber , with a weight faftened to it, to 
prevent its being taken up and buried. Such was the dc- 
ferved end of Heliogabalus , the moll wicked and debauched of 
all the Roman emperors, in the eighteenth year of his age, 
after he had reigned three years, nine months, and four clays. 
The fenate immediately ordered the name of Antoninus , 
which he had aflumed, and mo ft fhamcfully difgraced, to 
be erafed out of all the public records, and inferiptions of 
his reign ; and at the fame time palled a decree, making it 
capital for any one to attempt to introduce women into the 
fenate. 
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Alexander H /V L / O G A B A Lb S was no fooner dead, than his cou- 

cicdured flu Alexander , then in the fom ixuitn year of his age, was 

proclaimed emperor by the foldiery, and conducted from the 

camp to the fenate, whose he wen received with all poflihle 

u carton- 


emperor. 
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and honoured with the titles of Au- Alexander 


Unction peculiar to the imperial dignity. He was the fon of 
Julia Mammeea , and a native of the city of A era in Phcene- 



and 


J -— j -q &iv# v/a 

Alexander when he was adopted by Heliogabalus. His father* 

Gtntfius Marcianus , a Syrian, dying when he was very young, 
his mother brought him up with great care, putting about 
him fuch only as were thoroughly qualified to inflrudf him, 
snd form his morals. He was a perfect matter of the Greek 
tongue; well, though not quite fo much, acquainted with 
the Latin ; ikilled in all the branches of polite learning, 
in painting, finging, mulic, ^. He was mild, humane, and 
generous, even from his infancy: and made it his ftudy to 
plcafe and oblige every one. 

As foon as he came to the empire, he chofe, by the advice 
of his mother Mammeea, and his grandmother Merfa , both Clls * 
women of great experience and extraordinary parts, and 
to whom he paid an entire deference, fix teen fenators for 
his council, all men of known probity, and long verfed 
in public affairs ; and undertook nothing without their ad¬ 
vice. The firtt year of his reign was wholly taken up in re- Reforms 
forming the many enormous abufes which had prevailed in many 
the court under his predecefibr. With this view, he ba- abufes* 


His court 


nifhed all the freedmen. 


view, 

Haves, eunuchs, players, and buf¬ 


foons, who had borne any fway in the late reign ; and put, 
in their room; perfons of blamelefs characters and known in¬ 
tegrity. He then reformed, in the like manner, all the pub¬ 
lic offices, punilhing feverely thofe who had mifbehaved and 
opprelled the people. 

The next year, 


Ml 


Marries 


Sulpitiiis , a confular. As the whole empire enjoyed, at Sulpitia 
this time, a profound peace, nothing remarkable happened Mcmmia . 
the two following years ; but the year after, Artaxerxes , hav¬ 
ing utterly ruined the Parthia-is , and re-ettablifhed the Per- The ^ er “ 
film empire, advanced, at the head of a mighty army, againftT^f” em_ 
the Runam, with adefign to recover the provinces which had pi re re_ 

n empire. Many of the Ro- eftablilhed 


formerly belonged to the Pcrfu 


mans 


Mefop 


mightea- 


Year of 


lily have over-run that country, and Syria, had he not, on 
his inarch, attacked the city of Atra ; before which he loft Romegy^ 
fuch numbers of men, without being able to reduce it, that 
he was obliged to return back to his own country. In the 
fixth year of Alexander 's reitrn, the praetorian guards, being 


D 


for endea- 


younng to reftore difeipline among them, murdered that of- 
ker in the emperor's prefence. 

The next year, the foldierr, mutinied in fcveral provinces. 

1 ae troops in Mcfcpoiamia revolted, murdered then general,- ers 

M ui 2 and ny. 


The foldi- 
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Alexander and went, in great numbers, over to the Perjians; and thofe 
>— -v—■ -> in Syria proclaimed emperor one Taurinus , who, rather than 

accept the fovereignty, drowned himfelf in the Euphrates 
At Rome , the praetorian guards attempted to raife one Antoni¬ 
nus to the empire ; but he, declining it, withdrew into th( 
Alexan- country, and never after appeared in the city. But Ovinia 
deds treat- Camillas , a fenator, defeended from one of the moft illuffri- 
ment of ous families in Rome , ftudying to gain the affe&ions of the 
Ovidius foldiery, in order to raife himfelf to the empire by then 
Camillas, means, Alexander was no fooner informed of his private prac- 

tifes, than he fent for him to court, and thanked him for of- 
fering to take upon him fo great a burthen, (filed him his col- 
legue, took him with him to the fenate, allotted him an 
apartment in the palace, caufed him to be attired in a fai 
more pompous habit than his own, and treated him in ever} 
refpe< 5 t as his partner in the empire. A war againft the Ger- 
mans breaking out about this time, which required the em¬ 
peror’s prefence, Alexander offered the command of the army 
to Camillas ; and on his declining it, defired he would, a | 
lead, (hare with him the fatigue and the glory of that expe¬ 
dition. Accordingly, they both fet out from Rome on foot; 
but Camillas , who was not inured to a military life, being 
tired after five miles march, Alexander begged he would pur- 
fue his journey on horfeback; which he did for two days; 
when the emperor, perceiving that he could not bear even 
that fatigue, ordered a chariot to be provided for him; which 
Co mortified Camillas, that he begged leave to refign the em¬ 
pire and return home. Alexander granted his requeft; af- 
furing him, before they parted, that he might live in fafety 
where he pleafed. Camillas retired to his country-feat, ana 
there remained unmolefted during the reign of Alexander , but 
was put to death by his fucceflor, for what reafon we know 
not. The Germans were overcome by Varius Macrinus? go¬ 
vernor of Illyricum ; as were alfo this year fome who had re¬ 
belled in Mauritania and Armenia? by Farias Celfus and Ju¬ 
nius Palmaius , who were both rewarded with the confular or¬ 
naments. 

- The following year, the emperor entered upon his third 
confuKhip ; in which Dion Cajfius , now the fecond time con¬ 
sul, was his collegue. Dions known feverity to the foldiers, 
if they neglefted the lead part of their duty, made the prae¬ 
torian guards begin to mutiny, and prefs the emperor to put 
him to death, as foon as they faw him appear in Rome , ima¬ 
gining that he had been recalled from Pannonia , of which he 
was governor, on purpofe to command them. But Alexan¬ 
der , without hearkening to their unjuft demand, honoured 
him wth his friendfhip, and loaded him with favours. How¬ 
ever, fearing left the foldiers might infult him if he appeared 
in Rome with the enfigns of the confular dignity, he advifed 
him to pais the time of his confuKhip in the country; which 
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hi accordingly did, and Toon after obtained leave to withdraw Alexander 
to Bithynia, his native country, where he ended his days in 



quiet and retirement 

In the tenth year of Alexander's reign, Artaxerxes unexpecf- Artaxerx- 
edly invaded the Roman dominions at the head of a prodigi- es invades 


confines of Syria. 


Mefop 
The er 


to him, with a letter, exhorting him not to engage the two 
empires in a dangerous war, without provocation, and put- 
ing him in mind of the victories gained over the eaftern na¬ 
tions by Augujlus, Trajan, Vents, and Sever us. But Artax¬ 
erxes, puffed up with his fuccefles, defpifed the remonftrances 
of Alexander, and purfued his ravages in Mefopotamia j laid 
liege to Nifibis, ana, entering Cappadocia, deftroyed all with 
lire and fword. Upon this, Alexander refolved to march Alexander 
againft him in perfon, and accordingly left Rome in the be- marches 
ginning of the next year, and, towards autumn, arrived at againft 
Antioch, from whence he fent a fecond embaffy to Artaxerxes, him, and 


only deriding him for his peaceable temper. 


_ _ rju 

Alexander then 


prepared in earneft for war, and took the field at the head of 
a numerous army, obferving, in all his marches and motions, 
fuch ftrift order and difcipline, that his camp feemed a well- 
governed city, his foldiers citizens, and his officers fenators. 

He was foon met by Artaxerxes, whofe army was the greateft 
that had ever been feen in thole parts ; confuting of an in¬ 
numerable multitude of foot, an hundred and thirty thou- 
l'and horfe, eighteen hundred armed chariotr, and feven hun¬ 
dred elephants, bearing towers on their backs, filled with 
archers, after the Perfrnn manner. A battle enfued, in 
which Artaxerxes was entirely defeated, and forced to fly; defeats 
and all Mefopotamia was again brought under fubje&ion. Alex- him. 
cnder then returned to Antioch, with a defign to purfue the 
war with frefh vigor the following year: but being informed, 
in the mean time, that the Germans had taken up arms, and 
invaded the Roman dominions ; and that Artaxerxes had dif- 
difbanded great part of his army for want of proviflons, he 
returned to Rome, which he entered in triumph; and from 
thence marched into Gaul with his victorious troops, to Item 
the torrent of the northern nations, who had palled the 
Rhine and the Danube in great numbers : but the enemy re¬ 
tired upon his approach. 

In the mean time, the legions quartered in Gaul, having Maximin 
been long accuftomed to idlenefs and all manner of debauch- ftj rs U p 
jery, began to murmur at the feverity with which Alexander t j ie Gallic 

J a 1.1 ! — TT hell* ^ • /o r-v « ♦ 


were fomented under hand 


Maximin 


Alexander , for his valour, had preferred to the command of a 
body of Pannonians. The emperor was then at, or near, 
Wentz, and had but a flender guard with him. Maximin, 
refolving to lay hold of this opportunity to kill him, not 

doubting 


M m 


o 
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ubting but the troops under his command would, in that 
fe, proclaim him emperor, communicated his delicti to 
fome of the moft refolute of his men, who, animated withthc 
hopes of great preferment, readily engaged to put it in exe¬ 
cution, and immediately fet out tor the place where the em¬ 
peror then was, which they contrived to reach about an hour 
after noon, when thofc who attended him were v/itil¬ 


th or 


P 


icy 


ppcared, 


than the few folaicrs who were upon guard, probably gained 

a « % i ^ • 4 n 1 71 /T l i 


over before-hand by Maxima , 


fied. 


Mnmmcea , alarmed at 


the 

the 


unexpected tumult, ran out, attended by the captains of 
guards, to appeafe it : but the afiafllns, after murdering 
Alexnrder both her and them, rufned wi.h their drawn fwords into the 

and left quite alone, 

blows, 

without uttering: a fingle word. Such was the unfortunate 


is affaffi- 
nated. 


emperor’s tent, who, being unarmed and lert quite 
threw his mantle Gver his face, and fell beneath their 


Al 


age, after a noble and profperous reign of thirteen years and 
nine days. If v/e except 'Julius Cafar , whofe ambition over¬ 
whelmed him ; and Pertina: v, whofe ruin was owing to his 
avarice; this was the firft good emperor of Rome who died 
an unnatural death : and this may juflly be imputed to the 
corruptions of Helloralalus , as that of Pertinax may to thole 
of Commcdus. 

His cha- No prince was ever more regretted than Alexander , to 

factor. whom, and his mother Mamina:, the fenate dire&ly decreed 

divine honours, temples, priefts, &c. He was one of die 
bell and wifeft princes that ever lwaycd a lceptre ; and, had 
he lived longer, would have intirely reformed thofeg abuics 
which, after his death, involved the empire in endlds cala¬ 
mities He was fparing of the public money, liberal of Ins 
own, kind and generous to all good men, but an irreconcilc- 
able enemy to the wicked. His defeicnee to the fenate was 
extremely great; and Iris care in the aclrniniflrntion of jufhee 
fuch, that he never decided anycaufc without fiifc canfukir.g 
his council. He gave the important olfice of captain of the 
guards to none but fenators, nor ever preferred to any em¬ 
ployment people whom he did not think the beil qualified to 
difeharge the trull renofedin them. He was an enemy to all 
pomp and Ihew ; eufed the people of many heavy taxes, and 
eredled feveral ufeful public buildings for them at h;-; own 
expence: to which we may add, that fie was bimkdr a ram 
of icarnin 0 ' '*■■<1 n r <=■—• - - r%i * rn s - or the learned. 


a grcdt oi tac learac 
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from the Death of Alexander, to the Captivity of 
Valerian, when the Empire was ufurped by Thirty 
Perfons at once , commonly called the Thirty Tyrants. 

MAXIMIN. 


T HE murder of Alexander occafioned a great eonfufion in Maximin 

the army; during which, the Panmnian troops declared declared 
their commander, Maximin , emperor ; and the reft, feeing emperor, 
no one oppofe him, followed their example, and took the 
ufual oaths to him, after he had folemnly declared. That he 
bad not been accejjary to the death of Alexander. He imme¬ 
diately named his fon. Maximin Ctefar and Augujius , in- 
vefted him with the tribunitial and proconfular power, and 
made him his partner in the fovereignty. The fenate, to 
whom he fent dire&ly an account of his acceffion to the em¬ 
pire, not daring to oppofe the choice of the foldiery, con¬ 
firmed it. He himfelf was a Thracian , his father a Goth, and 
his mother an Alan. His extra&ion was very mean, but his His ex- 
ftature gigantic, being eight feet and an half tall, and with traflion, 
all well fhaped and proportioned. The ancients relate won- prefer- 
derful things of his ftrength ; fuchas, drawing a loaded wag- ments, 
gon which two oxen could not move, his tearing up trees by &c, 
the roots, crumbling pebbles between his fingers, isfc. and 
he is Laid to have been as bold as he was ftrong. Pbalaris and 
Buftris did not lurpafs him in cruelty. He was, in his youth, 
a fliepherd, or herdfman ; but he foon left that employment, 
and lifted himfelf in the Roman army. The emperor Scverus 
made him one of his guards, and Caracal/a raifed him to the 
poft of a centurion. Upon thedeath of that prince he quitted 
the army, being unwilling to ferve under Macrinus , who had 
murdered him, and retired to his own country: and when 
Heliogabalus came to the empire, he offered his fervice to him, 
and was made a tribune. Alexander created him a fenator, 
gave him the command of a new-raifed legion, and, upon the 
breaking out of the Gennan war, charged him with the care 

of difeiplining the new levies, confiding chiefly of Panno- 
nians. 
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Maxhnin rit, who, with feveral of Alexander's old foldiers, agreed t 

break down the bridge which that prince had built over th 

^ palled it, and abandon him t< 



The Of- 

Yobeniar.s 

* 

revolt. 


Maxima 
gains 
feveral 


Rhine, after Maxhnin 

/ *. - • --'-V’ 

the enemy. But the confpiracy being difeovered, all t’nofi 
whom Maxhnin only fufpectcd of having been privy to it 
were maflac red, to the number of four thoufand. A few day 
after this, the Ofroheuians, who ferved in the army, and hat 
always been greatly attached to the late emperor, no longe 
doubting that he had been murdered by Maxi mins orders 
openly revolted, and proclaimed T. nartinns emperor, mucl 
again# his will. But foon after, one Macedo , who had beer 
the chief author of the revolt, murdered Quartimis, while hr 
was repofmg in. his tent, and carried his head to Maxhnin 
who, for his reward, ordered him to be executed for rebellina 
again# his prince, and betraying his friend. 

The next vear, Maximin entered Germany at the head ol 




a mighty army; ravaged the country far and wide; gained 
feveral victories, and carried off a prodigious booty, and an 
victories incredible number of prifoners. From Germany he marched 
over the into Illyric am, and from thence led his army into the coun- 

• :• 1 • • 1 A • l t • 1 1 


Germans, 

Dacians', 


Daciai , w 

victories over thofe nations, and forced them to fubmit on 


and Sar- fuch terms as he pleafed. His defign was to extend the 
#iaiians. boundaries of the Roman empire to the northern ocean; 

which he would eafilyhave accompli (lied, fay s Herodian, had 
he not been interrupted by a civil-war, and great difturbances 
at home, occasioned by his own unparallelled cruelty and in- 
fatiable avarice. He encouraged informers, feigned plots, 


mned 


A 


or age, 


Not 


ey j * 

he began to plunder the temples, and feize the public money 
in feveral cities, allotted for the mainiainar.ee or diveriiom of 
the people. This alarmed the populace and diipofed them 
to a general revolt, which fir ft broke out in Africa , where 
Gordian , proconful of that country, was proclaimed em¬ 
peror. 

Gordian was defeended of an illuftrious family, immenfely 
rich, and univcrfally beloved but as he was at this time up- 
and pro- wards of eighty years of age, when the people broke unrx- 
claimGar- peeled ly into his houfe, and lain ted hnn v/ith the title of Ju¬ 
dina e;n- gif us, he begged of them, with tears, 


The Afri¬ 
cans revolt 


peror 


one more able to deliver the 


which 


it groaned. 


Ho'vvr 


to fufferhim to fpencl 
t; and to chufe iome 
he Irate from the tyranny under 
wer, they perfiiting in their refo- 


nd title of 
to the great 


lution, he con d rained to accept the udigns a 
emperor: which he had no burner d*>ne, than, t. 
joy of ail the Africans, lie took his fen, who bore the fame name 
and had beeli con-hi, for hri partner. He then went to 
Carthage* from v\ hence he wrote to the people and fenate of 
Rome* acquainting inesn witn v»hnr r.au puffed, and alluring 


then:, 



OF THE WORLD. 


537 



them that he was ready to refign the empire, which had been Maximin 

forced upon him, if they did not approve of his ele&ion. 

In the decrees which he fent with his letters, and which he 
ordered to be publifhed, with the approbation of thefenate, 
he gave leave to all exiles to return home, banifhed in¬ 
formers, promifed large fums to the people, and to the fol- 
diery a greater largefs than any emperor had ever given. 

Upon the receipt of thefe letters, the fenate, with tranf- The fe- ' 
ports of joy, declared the two Gordians emperors, and the nate ac- 
pvo Maximins public^ enemies ; offering a great reward to fuch know- 
as fhould kill either of thefe laft, and fentencing to death all ledge him 
their friends and minifters, of whom a dreadful daughter was and his 
inftantly made by the enraged multitude ; the whole people, fon empe- 
as well as the foldiery at Rome , readily acknowledging the 
Gordians , and curling Maximin and his fon. 
to a man, declared in favour of the Gordians ; and chofe 


O-O - 

The fenate. 


rors. 


rage. 


twenty of their body, who had all been confuls, and fent 
them into different parts of Italy , with orders to guard all the 
paffes fo clofely, that no account of what had paffed at Rome 
might be tranfmitted to Maximin before the arrival of 

Gordian. 

Maximin , who was at this time in Thrace , or Sarmatia , Maximin'* 
having received intelligence of what had been done at Rome 
and in Africa^ flew into fuch a rage as can hardly be exprefied; 
beating his head agajnft the wall, tearing his robes, and at¬ 
tempting to kill thofe about him, and even his fon. His 
friends, with much difficulty, carried him to his room, where 
cooling by degrees, after fpending fome days in deliberating 
with his council about the moft proper meafures to be pur- 
fued, he refolved to affemble his army, and accpiaint them 
with the ftate of affairs, without Teeming to be under any 
apprehenfion. He did fo ; and, after diftributing a large 
fum of money among his foldiers, and promifing to divide 
among them the eftates of the fenators, and the African re* 1 
bels, he began his march towards Italy . While he was upon 
the road, Capelianus , whom he had appointed governor of 
Mauritania , raifed a very confiderable body of well difci- 
plined troops, and led them to Carthage , againft the Gordi¬ 
ans. The inhabitants of that city immediately armed, and, 
under the conduct of the younger Gordian , went out to meet 
the enemy. A bloody battle enlued, in which Gordi¬ 
an s raw and undifeiplined troops performed wonders, but 
were in the end put to flight, and moft of them cut to pieces. Death of 
Gordian himfelf was killed in the field : which, together with the Gor- 
the lofs of the battle, and the approach of the enemy, reduced dians. 


the father to fuch defpair, that he ftrangled himfelf. 

The news of their death threw the whole city into the ut- 

However, as they dreaded above all 
things the return of Maximin , and the cruel effecls of his bums de- 


moft confternation. 


Pupienus 
and Bal- 


refentment, they refolved not to fubmit to him on any ac¬ 
count whatever. The fenate therefore chofe two new em¬ 
perors, 


fared 
emperors 



ft* 



The peo¬ 
ple niuti- 

ny. 

* 


Maximus 

marches 

aguinft 

Miiximin. 


flax imin 

enters 

Italy. 
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ncrors, Al. Clodius Pu&ienus Maximus 
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De 


htdbums. 


r* 
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/'he former, was a perfon of low birth, but 
extraordinary merit; and the latter, was defeended of an il¬ 
lustrious family, very rich, and univerfally efteqmed for his 

great integrity. 

The row emperors, after being in veiled with the tribuni- 
tial and proconfular power, went, at the breaking up of th 

But while they were offering the 
ufual iacrihces, the populace rofe, and demanded, with 
great clamour, a prince of the Gordian family, 
and PalLinus, backed by fome young knights, attempted to 
open themfclves a way through the crowd, fword in hand, 
but were in the end ' * ~ ~ 

fee on d fon of him w 


aiibmbj'v, to the capital 
1 


Max 


vma 


ly uirougn use txowu, iwuiu m nand, 

obliged to fend for young Gordian , (the 
who killed himfelf at Carthage ), then 
only twelve years old, who was received by the populace 
with loud fhouts of joy, and carried to the capitol, where 
the fenate, to appeafe them, declared him Cafi 
then immediately fet about levying forces, 


ncccilary preparations for 


taking 

w 


the held 


r. _ They 
d making the 
again/! Max- 


7 Till il 


As mofi of the provinces had efpoufed the party of the 
fenate, troops were lent from all parts to reinforce the army 
of Maximus, who, being charged with the conduil of the 
war, as the more able commander, fet out from Rome foon 
after his election, leaving the praetorian guards, and part of 
the new-raifed forces, to defend the city, and awe the po¬ 
pulace. At the fame time, the fenate difpatched the mo ft 
confiderable men of their body into the different parts of 
Italy, with orders to fortify all the cities, arm the inhabi¬ 
tants, and, alter laying up what provifions they could in 
the fortified towns, to deftroy the reff, and lay wafte the 


country through which Maximinus was to pafs. 

Jit the mean time, 

It aha with a prodig 


Maximinus purfued his march 
ous army, and palled the dip 


towards 
without 

the lenff oppofition. His men, who expected after that toil 
to be rdrdhcd with all forts of provifions, were fo vexed, 
when they found the whole country laid wafte, and them- 

^ fl « « 


fidves dcintute even of neceftaries, that they began to mu- 
tiiw. Alr imin puni/hed the ringleaders of the tumult 



rc-tul 


to acknowledge him. 



Aquileicms defended 


themldvcs with fuch bravery, that Maxi min s foldiers foon 


Vegan g-eatjy to abate cf their firft ardor, 
raged at this, cauftd feveral of his officers 


Maxi it, 


s to be publicly 
executed ; which fo ox riper a ted the foldiers, already incli¬ 
ned io mutiny tor wart of provifions, that the Albanians , 
that Is, thoie belonging to the camp near Alba, took a hid¬ 
den rrf dution to rid themldvcs of the author of fo many 

calamiti S and, without farther deliberation, went directly, 

at 
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at noon-day, to the tent of Maxi min, killed both him and Max: min 
his fon, and cut off their heads, and lent them to Rome. 

With them perifhed all their chief minifters and friends. He is 
Thus ended the tyranny of the Maximim , after it had lafled murder’d^ 
three years and a few days. 



Pupienus and Balbinus, 


THE death of fo formidable a tyrant as Maximin , p up ; snut 
gave infinite joy to all men : Pupienus and Balbinus now an ^ "-pal- 
continued emperors without oppofition. The former, who A/»«jcon- 
was at Ravenna when Maximin was killed, haftened to t j n ue em ~ 
Aquileia , to fatisfy the armies there, that of Maximin ha- perors 
ving immediately fubmitted to the two new emperors. From ^ 

Aquileia he fet out for Rome , where he arrived with a nu¬ 
merous retinue, and was received at the gates by Balbinus , 

Gordian , the fenate in a body, and all the people, and con¬ 
ducted in triumph to the palace. 

The two emperors governed with prudence and modera- an( j nQm 
tion, enafted excellent laws, adminiftred juflice with the vern 
utmoft impartiality, maintained the military difeipline with 
due rigour, paid great refpect and deference to the fenate, 
and conducted themfelves fo well in all things, that they 
were in a manner adored by the fenate and people. But 
the happinefs of their reign wis fhort-iived ; for the Carpi , 
a people beyond the Danube , palling that river, ravaged the 
province of Mafia ; the Goths invaded the Roman territories 
on the fide of Scythia ; and the Perfians threatened the eaffern 
provinces. It was therefore agreed among the princes, that 
Maximus Ihould march againfi: the Perfians , Balbinus again!! 
the Goths and the Carpi , and Gordian remain at Rome. 

While great preparations were making for thefe expedi- The prae- 
tions, the praetorian guards, diffatisfied to fee the princes torian 
\yho had been created by the fenate fo much applauded, and 
provoked at the invedHves daily uttered againfi: Maximin , rnutity 
y/hom they had raifed to the empire, began to murmur, and 
complain that the right of naming the emperors, which had 

to them, was fnatched out of their 
hands, and transferred to the fenate. From murmurs thev 

J • _ # 

refolved to proceed to action, and kill the two emperors ; 


guarus 

o 


been fo advantageous 


O 

41 


n opportunity for which foon offered : for the Capitoline 
games being celebrated foon after, and moft of the empe¬ 
rors’ guards and domeftics reforting thither, the mutinous 


fpldiery marched ftrait to the palace, where the two princes 
were left almofit alone, and rulhing into their apartment 
with a fu 
perial rob 


ry hardly to be exprefl'ed, tore in pieces their im- 
3cs, drag-g-ed them out into the fireet, and killed 


and kill 
the two 


them, after they had reigned about on* year and two months, emperors 
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Gordian THE foldiers who had killed the two emperors, retiring 
proclaim- to their camp, took with them young Gordian , whom they 
ed empe- proclaimed emperor ; giving out, to appeafe the populace, 
ror- that they had killed thofe whom the people had firft rejefted, 

and fet up in their room the perfon whom they had de¬ 
manded. 

His cha- Gordian was now about thirteen years of age. He was of 
rader. a gay temper, comely afpecf, and exceeding fweet difpofi- 

tion, which gained him the love of all who approached him. 
The fenate ufed to ftile him their fon ; the foldiers, their 
child ; and the people, their darling. He was fond of ftu- 
dy, acquainted with moft branches of polite literature, and 
had all the qualifications necefiary to form a good prince ; 
but, as he wanted experience, and had no one to advife 
him, in the beginning cf his reign he fell into the hands of 
one Maurus , and fome other crafty freedmen and eunuchs, 
who, abufing the confidence he repofed in them, perfuaded 
him to do many things which he ever after regretted. 
They foon drove all good men from the court, raifed tc the 
firft employments perfons altogether unworthy of them, 
plundered the exchequer, and did all the mifehief which 
wicked and avaritious minifies are capable of doing. 

In the fccond year of this' prince’s reign, Sabinianas re¬ 
volted in Africa , and caufed bimfelf to be proclaimed em¬ 
peror : but the governor of Mauritania reduced the rebels to 
fuch {freights, that they fubmitted, ami delivered Sabinianas 
up to him. What his fate was, we are nowhere told ; but 
all his partifans were pardoned. The next year, Gordian 
married Furia Sabina FranquilUna, the daughter of Miftheus. 
She was immediately honoured with the title of Augufla, and 
thedaugh- her father, whofe great wifdom, integrity, and learning, had 
ter of Mi- made the emperor prefer an alliance with his famijy to anjr 

ftbeus 


Gorman 
marries 




other, was appointed captain of the guards. Mijitbeus had 
no fooncr taken poflelfion of that important office, than he 
acquainted Gordian with the mifdemeanour of Mounts, and 
the bafe practices of the other freedmen and eunuchs, who 
were thereupon all difeharged, and banilhed the court. Mi- 
fithi'us was one of thofe few minifters, who have nothing in 
view but the glory of their prince, and the welfare of the 
ifate. Gordian remedied him as his father, called him fuch, 
ordered him to call him his fon, and returned thanks to the 
fenate for diftinguifhing him with the titles of Father of 


Sapor, 


princes , and Guardian of the republic. 

The next vear, the Per funs , under the 

r t r J . A . i 


cond uct of Sapor 


king of f° n and fuccefior to Artaxerxcs , reduced all Mefopotmma 
S 1 committed dreadful ravages in Syria , and, after taking An- 


Perjia 


tiochy 
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tkocb, threatened to over-iun the othe provinces ; moft of Gordian . 
the Romans who defended them having, through fear, lifted i y— * 
themfelves in his army. Gordian , after ordering the temple overruns 


Janus 


opened, according to the ancient cuftom, the Ro- 


which had been long omitted, and perhaps was never after man do- 
pra&ifed, marched againft them with a numerous and well 
difciplined army ; and, taking his rout through Mafia , de¬ 
feated in that province the Goths and Sarmatians , who dis¬ 
puted his pafiage, and obliged them to abandon their con- 


mimons 
in the Eail 


The 


quefts, and return to their refpedlive countries, 
gained fome advantages over him in the celebrated plains of 

.1. . \ . 1 O' !_! ^ 1_J _1- 


iipp 


Afu 


Hellespont 

...ed into Sv 

Mifith 


Gordian 

defeats 


the Perfians in feveral battles, and obliged the mighty Sapor , him, and 
with his powerful army, to abandon the Roman dominions, forces him 
nnH retire with fliame into his own country, whither he to retire. 


CtefipJ. 


For this vi&ory, the fenate 


decreed a triumph to the emperor, and a triumphal ftatue 
to Mifitheus , which is ftill to be feen at Rome, almoft intire. 

ilithei 


The fol- 
diers mu¬ 
tiny. 


Mi fit. _ „ . . 

following year; and, by his laft will, left the Roman people 
his heirs. 

The next year, being the fixth of his reign, Gordian en¬ 
tered the Perfian dominions, in order to purfue the war 
which he had fo fuccefsfully begun j when Philip , whom he 
had raifed to the important poll of captain of the guards, in 
the room of Mifitheus , and made commander in chief, next 
to himfelf, of all the forces in the Eaft, afpiring to the fo- 
vereignty, found means, by various artifices, to debauch 
the minds of the troops, and alienate their affedfions from 
Gordian to fuch a degree, that, while the young conqueror 
was purfuing the advantages of a complete vidtory he had 
gained over Sapor in Mefopotamia , they openly mutinied, 
and infilled that Philip Ihould reign jointly with Gordian , as 
his guardian and governor. The virtuous young emperor, 
unwilling to Ihed Roman blood, granted them their requeft, 
and took Philip for his partner in the empire, who, not fa- 
tisfied with being upon a level with his fovereign, foon be- aepoled 

gan to ufurp an authority over him, and to adl as if he had 


Gordian 


and mur¬ 
dered. 
Year of 

felf depofed, and forced to fly, after having lived nineteen 

v - * ' ’ 1 Aflaffins of Chnjl 


been foie emperor. Gordian , unable to bear this, attempted 

. i i • r i Phillip _— La Tiro o him- 


years, and reigned five years and eight months., 
were fent after him, who overtook and killed him, in the 

fartheft borders of Perfia. 
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Extra&i- PHILIP was born in Bojlra , a city of Arabia Petrad , 
on of Phi- where his father is faid to have been captain of a band of 


lip. 


robbers. He 


about forty years of age, when he was 


made emperor, and immediately thereupon declared his fon 
Cafar , and took him, though but feven years old, for his 
partner in the empire. He then wrote to the fenate, ac¬ 
quainting them with the death of Gordian , which he falfly 
afcribed to a natural diftemper, and with his own ele&ion. 

Being defirous to return to Italy, he immediately patched 
He con- up a peace with the Perjians, and led his army back into 
eludes a Syria, from whence he fet out for Rome, where he was re* 
peacewith ceived with the ufual demonftrations of joy by the fenate 
the Per- and people, whofe affedtionS he foon gained by his mild ad- 

• • /I * t \ % « • » f « • ^ 

flans. 


miniftration, and obliging behaviour. 

The next year he marched againft the Carpi, wh< 
vaded Mmfta, defeated them in two battles, and 
the Carpi, them to fue for peace, and to return home. The 

4 t i ? n i . .1 


Defeats 


obliged 


Year of 


Several 

rebellions 


was not remarkable for any great event j but the year after, 
he gave his foil the title of Augujlus , and the tribunitia! 
power, and both princes retained the fafees all this and the 
following year, in order to celebrate with the greater pomp 
the thoufand year of Rome, which began on the 21ft of 
%ome 1000 April of the 248th Chrijlian rera, and fifth of Philip's, reign. 

This year too he publifhed an edidt, forbidding, under the 
fevereft penalties, all manner of unnatural lull, and thofc 
infamous practices which had fo long been countenanced 
bv the wicked, and tolerated by the good emperors. 

In the following year, the eaftern provinces, no longer able 
to pay the taxes with which they were loaded, revolted, 
and proclaimed one Papianus emperor : but he was foon 
killed, and the rebellion thereby ftipprefled. At the fame 
time, the provinces of Meefia and rannonia revolted, and 
fet up one Marinas, a centurion : but he too was foon 
killed. Philip then appointed Dr das governor of Mafia in 
Pannonia, which poft he accepted much againft his will '■ 
but he no fooner appeared there, than the foldiers threaten¬ 
ed to put him to death, if he did not alio accept of the fo- 
vereignty. Philip , the moment he was informed of this, 
marched Avith all poifible expedition, hoping to furprife 
him : but Deans was prepared for his coming, and a battle 

ht, in which Philip was defeated, arid obliged to' 
retire to Verona, where he was killed ; which was no fooner 
known at Rome , than the pr;etorians murdered his fon, who 
was then in their camp. Such was the end of Philip , after 
a reign of live years and fome months. The Chrijlian reli¬ 
gion" was not only tolerated, but encouraged, under this 


Philip de¬ 
feated and 
killed. 


wa 


nrnice, ; 
fr’ : n: _ ^ 


nd tnauv art of opinion that he hrmlclf was a 
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ON the death of Philip and his fon 


Dec: 


1US 


knowledged emperor, firft by the foldiery, and afterwards emperor, 
by the lenate and people, who had neither ftrength nor 
courage to difpute the eledtion of the new prince. He was 
a native of Bubalia , a town of Sirmium , in Loiver Pannonia, 
and now in the fifty-feventh year of his age. Rojinus , / 7 c- 
tor, and Vopifcus give him every good quality, and fay he 
was defeended from an illuftrious family. He was no fooner 
veiled with the fovereignty, than he declared his cldeft foil 
Cafar, and Prince of the youth’, and foon after bellowed the 
fame titles on his three other Tons. 

In the very beginning of his reign he railed the moll He per- 
dreadful and bloody perfecution that had ever oppreffed 
the church ; from the purfuit of \Vhtch, to the length he church. 


fecutes the 


otherwife would probably have carried it, he was diverted 
by the Goths invading the Rowan dominions, and laying 

Nicopolis in Lovjer Mcefa , with feventy thouf'and 


Dccius 


men. 

army, his eldell fon, who, falling upon them unexpectedly, 
killed thirty thoufand of them, and obliged the reft to retire 
beyond Mount Hatnus , which parted Mafia from Thrace. 
However, they foon recruited, and returned to the charge, 
and that with very different fuccefs : for Cniva , their king, 
falling unawares upon the Romans in the neighbourhood of 
Berda, near the. river Hebrus , cut their whole army in pie¬ 
ces, and obliged the young prince to fave himlelf by flight 

. Cniva then ravaged Thrace , and laid wafte 


The Goths 
invade the 
Roman 

dominions 


into Mcefn 


Mace don 




to the late emperor, commanded at that time, and, inftead of 
oppofing, joined the enemy, and caufed himfelf to be pro¬ 
claimed emperor. Upon the news of this, the emperor Dc¬ 
cius, who had ftaid at Rome to confecrate the walls of the 
city, which he had repaired, immediately fet out againft the 
enemy, whom he overcame in feveral engagements, and 
drove out of the Roman dominions, after forcing them 
to quit the booty they had taken. Prijcus was declared a 
public enemy, and flain, but where, or how, hiftory does 
not lay. 

Soon after, the Goths reunited, and returned in greater 
numbers than before. Dccius defeated them again, and re¬ 
duced them to fuch {freights, that they offered to releafe all 
the prifoners they had taken, and relinquifh their booty, if 
he would fuffer them to return unmolefted. But he, bent 
upon deftroying their whole nation at once, jfent Trebonianus 
Galius , with a llrong detachment, to cut ofr their retreat; 
and, purfuing them clofe with the reft of tne army, came 
up with them before they reached the ^ ’ 


Dec!us de¬ 
feats them 


Gainsnew 

advanta¬ 


ges 
them. 


over 


Danub 


them 
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ftake, fought like men in defpair. 


Decius. them a fecond time. The 

_ Decius 

His father, feeing him fall, and obferving that it ftruclc a 
great damp upon his troops, without betraying the leaft 

JVe have loft hut one man ; let not , fell 

r /* t /* ** n J J - 


foldiers , fo fmall a lofs difc 


So faying, he ruflied 


into the midft of the enemy, but was furrounded, overpow- 
The em- ered, and killed. The Goths , purfuing their victory, made 
peror and dreadful havock of the difheartened army. Such of the Ro- 
his fon mans as efcaped the general flaughter, fled to the legions 
killed,and commanded by Gallus, who, by pretending a great concern 
the Roman for the death of Deems and the defeat of his army, and 
army cut feigning to march againft the barbarians, gained the hearts 
in pieces, of the foldiers to fuch a degree, that they immediately pro¬ 
claimed him emperor. 



GALLUS. 

Gallus THE hafly election of Gallus was no fooner notified to 
emperor, the fenate, than they confirmed it ; and the new emperor, 

inftead of revenging the death of Decius , and the defeat of 
Concludes his army, immediately concluded a fhameful peace with the 
afliameful Goths , fuffering them to retire unmolefted with all their 
peace with prifoners and booty, and even engaging to pay them yearly 
the Goths, a confiderable fum, provided they continued quiet in their 

own country. He then declared his fon Volujianus Cafar , 
and returned with him to Rome , where he began his reign 
Perfecutes with reviving all the edidts of his predeceflors againft the 
the Chrif- Chrijlians , and ordering them to be ftridlly put in execu- 
tians. tion. He was fcarcely feated on the throne, when a dread¬ 
ful plague defolated all the provinces of the empire, and 
was followed by a great famine, and wars in moft parts of 
the Roman dominions. Licinianus took upon him the title 
of Augujlus\ but this revolt was foonquafhed. The Goths, the 
Boranis , the Carpians, and the Burgundians , a people dwelling 
on the banks of the Danube , broke into M&fia and Pannonia \ 
the Scythians over-ran Aft a ; and the Perftans laid wafte Syria f 
and made themfelves mafters of Antioch. 

Mmilian , who. commanded in Mecfia, overcame the bar¬ 
barians in a pitched battle, and forced them to retire : but, 
elated with this fucccfs, and defpifing Gallus , who minded 
nothing but his pleafures at Rome , while his generals were 
expofing their lives in defence of the empire, he caufed him- 
felf to be proclaimed emperor by the troops under his com¬ 
mand. Gallus , alarmed at this, ordered Valerian to march 
againft him with the Gallic and German legions. But 

/ Emilian, 
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fi.tnilian, without giving him time to afiembic his troops, Gallus. 

marched directly to Italy , and loon arrived at Interamna and > - - — 

ferni, about thirty-two miles from Rome. There he was 
met by Gallus and his fon Vohtfianus , at the head of a confi- 
derable army ; but the troops of thefe laft, defpifing their Gallus is 
leaders, flew them in. the fight of Mmil'mi s army, and killed by 
proclaimed him emperor. Such was the end of the empe- his own 
ror Gallus , after he had reigned a year and fix months. troops. 



THE news of the death of Gallus , and of his fon, was JEmilian 
no fooner brought to Rome , than the fenate confirmed the emperor, 
election of the foldiery, and honoured the new prince with 
the ufual titles. He was of a very mean defeent, but had 
i'erved from his youth in the Roman armies, and raifed him- 
felf to the firft employments in the (bate. In the letter 
which he wrote to the fenate, after the death of Gallus , he 
promifed to drive the Goths out of Thrace , and the Pcrjians 
out of Mejopotamia and Armenia, and to leave the exercife of 
the fovereign power to the fenate, whofe lieutenant only he 
faid he would be. In the mean time, the troops which Va¬ 
lerian was leading to the afiiftance of Gallus , hearing in Is killed 
Rheetia , that he was dead, refufed to fubmit to the new byhisown 
prince, and proclaimed their own general emperor. JEmi- men, and 
Hans army being informed of this, and having an higher Valerian 
opinion of Valerian than they had of /Emilian , killed this proclaim- 
1 ;ilb to avoid a civil war. He died in the forty-fixth year of ed empe* 
his age, after a fhort reign of three, or, at raofr, four months, ror. 
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the election of Origin 

/> r* T7 I -O , 


and cha¬ 
racter of 


Rome ; had commanded armies ; dilcharged, with great repu- Valerian 
tation, the chief employments of the empire, both civil and 
millitary *, and was greatly beloved and refpectcd by all men. 


for his integrity, prudence, mcdeily, and extraordinary 
complifhments. He was univerfaily judged worthy of 
empire before he attained it, but was afterwards found no 


ac- 

the 


way equal to lo great a charge. < He began his reign with 
great applaufe, eafmg the people of many heavy taxes, 
enacting feveral excellent laws, and judicioufly preferring 

Vol.IV. N a none 
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The em- 


Valerian. none but men of merit : but his want of activity and refo- 

lution drew upon the empire the many calamities which 
befel it in his and his fon’s reign. 

In the very firft year of his reign he made his fon Gallie- 
pire inva- nus his partner in the empire, which was then threatened on 
ded on all all Tides by the barbarians : for the Germans and Franks 
tides by committed great devaluations in that part of Gaul which bor- 
barbari- dered on the Rhine ; the Goths and the Carpians invaded the 
ans. provinces of Thrace , and Macedon ; and the Pcrfans 

over-run Syria , Cilicia , and Cappadocia. Aurelian , at that time 
tribune of a legion quartered at Mentos, fell upon th c Franks, 
who inhabited the countries now called Wejlphalia and HeJJe, 
and defeated them. The next year, the Germans were over¬ 
come, fir if by Gallienus , and afterwards by Parthumus , a 
commander of great prowefs and experience ; and Jurcltan , 
who had now the command of the troops in Jllyricum and 
Thrace , drove the Goths out of thofe provinces, took an incre¬ 
dible number of them prifoners, and purfuing them beyond 
the Danube , laid wafte their country, and returned to Ma¬ 
fia, loaded with booty. At the fame time Probus defeated 
the Sarmotions and the £htadi. 


Jams over¬ 
run fe ve¬ 
nd pro¬ 
vinces. 


The Per- In the mean while, Sapor , king of Pcrfia , feized all Ar¬ 
menia, took Nifibis and Charm in Mefopotamia , ravaged all 
Syria, at the head of a mighty army, and made himfelf mat¬ 
ter of Antioch. After this, Sapor returned tr> Perfia with an 
immenfe booty, and appointed governor of the conquered 
countries one Cyriades , who thereupon aflumed the tide of 
Cafar , and, foon after, that of Augujlus , and was acknow¬ 
ledged as emperor by moll of the provinces of theEaft. At 
the fame time, the Borons , a Scythian nation, croiling the 
Th.o Buxine lea, plundered feveral places in Bofphorns and Panins 

/Wr in-and proceeded 


> 


:d' into Afta , where they furprized and plundered 

vade A ft a . Choice don. Niece a, Afamca, Pn/fa, and feveral other cities, 

" J ” and then returned with an immenfe booty to their own 

country. 

During this. Valerian, in hopes of flopping thefe horrid 
defeated devaluations, had removed from Rome to Byzantium , and re- 
bv' the covered Antioch, from whence he marched into Mefopotamia , 
P'-rfians, where he met Sapor , who had returned, and attacked him : 
and taken but by the treachery of one Macrian, an Egyptian magician, 

whoperfuaded him to engage in a disadvantageous poll, h 1 


Valerian 


prisoner. 
Year of 


loft the flower of his troops, and was himlelf taken prisoner. 
He was carried in triumph by Sapor into Pcrfia, and there 
P ..... 'go treated with the greateft indignity ; the haughty conqueror 

makintr him his- foot-ftool whenever he mounted on horfe- 


Oi Chrijt 

a;6.' 


bad 


In that abject iituation he lived fome years 


and 


after his death, his body was flayed, by Sapor's order, and 

preferved in fait, and his Ikin was drefled, died red, and 

ex poled in a temple, where, to the eternal ignominy of the 

Roman name, it was fhewn to all foreign princes and am- 

bafiadors, as a monument of the power of the Ptrftan mo¬ 
narch. 
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narch. Vakrian was taken pri loner in the fevcntieth year of Valerian. 
his age^ and the fixth of his reign. u-y-. 

He was at fir ft a great patron of the Chrifiian religion ; 
but, by the perfuafion of Maori an , who told him, that the 
affairs of the empire would never profper till the pagan rites 
were reftored, and the religion of the Chrijlians utterly abo- 
Jjflied, he let on foot a violent perfecution, which lafted 
three years, and is commonly reckoned the eighth. 



CHAP. IV. 

Yrotti the Captivity of Valerian to the Refignatlon of 

Diocletian. 

GALLIENU S. 

t • | • 

G ALL IE Nil S, who had fit a red the fovereignty with Gallienus 

his father Valerian , now remained foie emperor, at the em pe r or. 
age of about forty-one ; and, inftead of attempting to re¬ 
venge the caufe of his unhappy parent, intirely neglecfted 
him, and feemed rather to rejoice at his captivity, which* 
with the late defeat of the Roman army, fo encouraged the 
barbarians, then at war with Rome, that they poured on all 
lides fuch incredible multitudes into the Roman territories, 
as threatened the empire,, and Rome itfelf with utter deftruc- 
tioii. The Alemanni and the Franks over-ran Rhatia, en¬ 
tered Italy, and advanced as far as Ravenna , putting all to 
fire and (word. The Fpuadi and Sarmotions feized great part 
of Dacia and Pannoma ; and other barbarous nations, inva¬ 
ding Spain, made themfelves matters of feveral important 
places in that province. Gallienus , who was then in Gaul, 
flew to the defence of Rome, and either drove the enemy out 
of Italy , or they retired upon his approach ; which of the 
two is not certain. Thofe who had invaded Dacia and Pan- 
r.onia , were defeated by Regillianus , and forced to return 
home. 

In the mean time, Ingenuus caufed himfelf to be pro- i„g enuus 
claimed emperor in Pannonia. Galienus marched immedi- proclaim- 
ately againft him, and defeated and killed him : but the empe- 
barbarity with which he ufed his vidlory, ordering his fol- ror# 
eiers to put all the inhabitants of Mafia to the fword, and 
ftriddly enjoining them to deftroy all the males, old and 
young, in every city they came to, fo incenfed thofe who 
had efcaped the general daughter, that they proclaimed em- Regilianus 
peror Regillianus , an excellent officer, and by birth a Da~ emperor. 
C’Cf!, vshofoonya i great advantages over the SatTnatians, 

Nnz tut 
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Gallienus. but was as Toon murdered by thofe who had railed him 



th 


The 


Poll 


to 


man of mean 


empire. 

extraction, but endowed with extraordinary parts, and great 
Pnfthumi- valour, revolted in Gaul , and was proclaimed emperor by 
us empe- the troops under his command. Pojlhumius immediately 

marched to Cologne , where he obliged the inhabitants to de¬ 
liver up to him the Ions of Galtienm , Sylvonns and Salonius 


ror. 


wlto were put to death 


He reigned 


ieven years, in th 


courfe of which he drove all the Germans out of Gaul, and 


The TV- 


governed with 
beloved. 


fans over- Pef. 


fuch moderation, that he was univerially 


the Welt, Sapor\ king of 


During thefe difturbances in 


S 


Capp 


run the fop 

Ealtern ter of Ctv [area , and cut in pieces all the inhabitants, to the 
provinces, number of four hundred ihoufand. 


Balijla 
deltroys lead 
great 
numbers 


In the mean time, the Roman troops, who had difperfed 
upon the captivity of Valerian , rallied, and chofe for their 

” alijla , a man of great addrefs, intrepidity, and ex¬ 
perience in war, who, coming up with the Per fans , made a 
dreadful havock of them, ftripped them of all the boo- 


er 


• 9 A 
of them, ty and captives they had taken, made many, of them pri¬ 
soners, and, among the reft, the wives of Sapor.. Balijla was 
fcconded by Odcnatus , whofe name is famous in the hilrory 
of thofe times, for the many victories he gained, over the 

and his faving the Roman empire in the Fall. Ode- 


Perf 
natus 

Euph 


Perf. 


appointed him commander in chief of all the Roman forces in 
the Fall, which poll he difeharged with great fidelity and 
fiiccefs. For, the next year, not fatisfied with having dri¬ 
ven Sapor out of the Roman dominions,, he penetrated into 
the very heart of Perf a, in hopes of crowning his other ex¬ 
ploits with the deliverance of Valerian. While this was do¬ 


ing* 


Dions ft 


of the Egyptian magicians, a man of mean delcent, but great 
courage and experience In war, immenfely rich, and now, 
from a common foldier, which he once was, railed to the 
Macnanus higheft polls in the army j found means to gain over Balijla , 
emperor, anc ] W as, by his means, acknowledged emperor by moil of 

..u.. *_ x? n sx ...u„ .1 u.Tm r-..n: . 

Valcns 


the troops in the Fall, who defpifea and hated Gallienus. 
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Macs 


for his partners 


proclaim- j n empire, appointed Balijla his captain of the guards. 


ed empe 
ror in A- 


fu 


times. He then detached againll Valens , who had likewife 
c £ a [ a l and a fl‘ U med the'title of emperor in Achaia , Pifo, who, in He ad of 

jrlJO in pnrfVunfmno- rnpmv. r/'fitwl HltO c jTksf*filv + 211(1 tllSfC 

But he was loon 


’Thejjl 


encountering the enemy, retired 
cauled himfeif to bo proclaimed emperor. 

i 


after murdered by tome fcldiers lent by Valens , who was 
himfeif flain, a few days after,, by his own meiu 
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About the fame time that Macrian ufurpcd the empire in 
the Eaft, Aureolas was forced, by the army which he com¬ 
manded in lily ncum, to take upon him the fovcrcignty : for Anreotus 
the foldiers every where abhorred Galileans, and would obey made em 
none but emperors of their own chufing. Aureolas marched peror in 
dire<5Hy into Italy , and made himfelf mailer of Milan. Gal- Illyricum. 
lie!in s, after various unluccefsful attempts to conquer him, 

1 i n _i!_i ^„__ ____3^*.:_ w i • 



expedition, likewife took with him his fon Claudius , who 
lucceeded him in the empire ; and this war laded fome years, 
with various fuccefs, in the courfe of which, Pojlhwaius took 
for his collegue Vittvrinus, who, we are told, equalled Tra¬ 
jan in bravery, Antoninus in clemency, Nerva in gravity, 
I'efpaftan in managing the public money, and Pcrtlnax and 
Srjcrus in his care of the military difcipline : but his un¬ 


bridled luir drowned all his good qualities, and rendered him 
at iaft fo defpicable in the eyes of the foldiers, that, after he 
had defeated one /Elianus, who had afiumed the title of em¬ 
peror at Mentz , on his refufing to give up that city to be 
plundered by them, they mutinied, and murdered him and 

his fon. 

The year of Galileans’ s fifth con fulfil ip was remarkable for The cm- 
many dreadful calamities which afHitSted the Rowan empire, pire af- 
befides the civil wars which rent it in pieces. The fun was .lifted, 
ovcrcaft with thick clouds, and a great darknefs continued with ma- 
for feveral days together, attended with a violent earthquake, »y dread- 
and a noife like thunder in the bowels of the earth, which ful cala¬ 


mines. 


people, with their habitations. The fea broke in upon the 
continent, and drowned whole cities. A violent plague ra¬ 
ged in Greece and Egypt, and particularly at Rcwr,^ where it 
frequently fwept oft five thousand people a day. The books 
of the fybils were confulted, and public procclnons and fa- 
crifices ordered ; but all to no purpofe ; and to all tneie 
calamities were added, incurfions of the Goths in great fwarms 


Afia. The former, ha- 

'' Ma- 


into Greece, and of th 

ving made themfelves mafters of 'Thrace, over-rail 
cedon, and were attempting to enter Achaia, when Macrian 
coming up with them, in his way ,to Italy, put tnem to 
.flight, and forced them to return to their own country. At 
the lame time, the Scythians crofting the Melipfpont, under 
the conduct of one Rajpa, committed dreadful ravages in 

ities ‘there, and plundered the celebrated 

Ephefus, fo much refpeefed by the pa- 
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The Scy- 
thi 


tans 


film at J ' * I - / I „ t ^ i 

famous for its rich ornaments, and immenle P‘ u:ider 
c unctlip flffl-riiAion of the moft famous mo- the temple 

of Diana 

at Ephefus . 


gans, and lo 

wealth. Thus was the deftrubtion of the molt famous mo¬ 
numents of paganifm begun by the Goths, who, after like- 
wife deftrovimr the ooor remains of ancient Troy, and the 

' * N n 3 famous 
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Gallienus. famous Ilium, rc-paiicd the Hellefpont, laid wafte all Thrace 



and returned to their own country with an immenfe booty. ' 
In the mean time, Macrian, having fettled the affairs of 
Macri- Syria , left there his younger fon Quietus, with Bali ft a, to 

an do guard that province again!!. the Per fains-, and fet out for Italy, 
feated and with his eideft fon Macri an, at the head of forty-five thou- 
killed by fand men, to try his fortune again ft Aureolas in Hlyri- 
'ureolus. cum, and Gcillicnus at Rome. He was' met by the forces of 

the former on the borders of Thrace, where a battle cr.fucd, 
in which Macri an and his for. were killed, and their whole 
army thereupon fubmitted to Aurcoins, who incorporated 
them with his own troops. Quietus, the other fon of Macrian, 
ijla af- was killed at Em,To in Syria, where he and Balifla had fnut 

i i r -i ■'i * i* i . i n i . ■» •«• 



fumes the themfelves up ; and upon his death, Bali/la afiumed the title 
title of of emperor in that city, where he reigned three yeais, and 
emperor, was at laft killed by a common foldier. 

and like- About the fame time that Balijia afiumed the fovereigntyat 
wi (nJEmi- Emeja, Aim:Han, commander of the legions in Egypt, took 
Han, upon him the title of emperor, and was acknowledged as fuel] 

in that country, and particularly at Alexandria, wher cGallie- 
nus was detefted. He vifited in perfon the moll difiant parts 
of Egypt, redrefied many grievances, repulfed the neighbour¬ 
ing barbarians, and was preparing for an expedition into In¬ 
dia, when Tbccdotus, a native of Egypt, whom Gallienus had 

a pitched battle, 


difpatched againft him, overcame him in 
who is put took him pri foner, and font him to Rome-, 


to death. 


where he was, by 

the emperor’s order, ftrangled in prifon, according to the an? 
cient cuftom of putting captive princes to death. 

Tliefe difturbanccs at length made Gallienus quit Grad and 
ma..acres halien into the Eaft ; where, for what provocation we know 


Gallienus 


the. 7 j r- 


not, he wreaked his rage on the city of Byzantium , cauling 


‘Za.rums. the garrifon, and all the inhabitants, to be put to the fword, 

infomuch that not one perlon was left alive in the place. 


from thence he 
him 


O 


a rrreat nu 

o 


* returned in triumph to Rome; leading with 
unber of mock-captivcs, drelied like Goths* 


uanmiiuwsi 

c\ 


7 ^ 1 

*,• ,7 • f /» ,* 


\\nn 

and Perftans. During this fhew, fon.4 
perfons of humour, mixing with U\c Perftans, examined them 
with more than common attention, and leaned to betrav great 

' We 


furprife. Being in the end afked, Ti hat they wanted? 
are looking, faid they, for the emperor is father', which fo in- 
:cnfed Gallienus, that he ordered them directly 


cc 

alive. 


to be burnt 


Crr-i ua 

aifuwies 


About 


i.; 


this tune, ' M IVx * ’ 1-4 * H 

renowned for his victories ore; the 


one Saturn:us* a man of great parts, and 


barbarians, aiiumed the 


the title title of emperor ; but where, or how long, he reigned, lit- 


ot cniDe- 


ftory iuys not; all we know, is, ibat he performed great 


ror, and is things while he was emperor; and was, or; account ot his 
murdered, feverity, put to death by the fame ioldiers who had raifed him 


to the empire. 

I'he T/au- Shortly after, the 


7 r 
1 


revolted in A ft a-Minor, nnd 


e:a.:s re- choie for their Bader ft rezaama, who took upon hu:•. the 


jit. 


f * r 1 f 

u * t . 
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of Augu/liih reigned fomc time in lfauria and Cilicia \ but 

was in the end drawn from among the mountains, where he 
had taken refuge, and defeated and killed. The Ifaurians , 
even then, refufed to fubmit to Gallienus , whofe cruelty they 
dreaded ; and maintained themfelves a free people in the very 
heart of the Roman empire, at lead: till the time of the cm- Celfus 


15-5 


(Huenus 


Con/I 


4) 


a man of great integrity, and worthy of the rank to which poor in 
he was railed: but he held it a very fhort time, being killed on Africa and 
the fevcnth day after his elcdlion. 

In the fevcnth con fulfil ip_ of Gallienus , the brave Odenatns , 
whom Gallienus had fome time before declared his partner in 

. • * * 1 t\ r • . 


killed. 


the empire 


& 


fire and fword, overcame Sapor in fevcral battles, and made 
himfelf mailer of Ctefiphon. But, in the mean time, the Goths , 


% 

Phrygia 


Aft. 


Cappadocia 


Year of 


immenfe booty, and a prodigious number of prifoners. Ode- 

‘icf of Afia , where he was killed 
1 'oon after his arrival ; but how, or where, hiftorians are not Rome 1014 
-1 Hj s w ifc, ; Zenolda , governed, in the name of her of Christ 


agreed. 


Qi 


like her hufband, keep up a good underftanding with the Ro - 


262. 


fhe 


Her 


the Pcrjians. 

Towards the cnc! of this year, one /Elianus affirmed the ti- Pcjlhumi- 
tie of emperor at Mentis ; but was loon overcome by Po/fhu - us nuir- 
nihis, who reduced that city, but was killed by his foldiers, dered in 
bccaufe he would not deliver it up to be plundered by them. Gaul. 
Some impute his death to Lollianus , who had revolted from 
him, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor. Lollia- Lollianus 


But he did not long 


Rhine ; while Vi ft or inns, whom Pojlhum 
partner, held the reft of that country. 

enjoy the fovereignty, being murdered, on account of his fe- 
verity, by his own foldiers, ftirred up by Victorinas , who, 
upon his death, became foie mailer of all Gaul ; but who was 
himfelf fhortly after killed at Cologne , together with his fon. 

The Gauls then fet ud one Marius , originally an armourer, and Ma 

ritis d e - 


A 9 * + 9 

but a man of great valour, and extraordinary ftrength, who 
was killed on the third day of his reign, by a foldier who had 

1" . _ 1 11 1 1 • rr rr* _ _ 


ohine 


dared cm- 

1 > 


pcror.«,but 

murdered. 


formerly worked under him. The 

with his fword, telling him, That it was of his own ma v 

Upon his death, the troops in Gaul proclaimed emperor Tc- and Tetri- 

tricus , a Roman fenator, who had been conful, and was then an railed 

He was acknowledged in Spam and to the em- 

^ . * . > 


governor of Aquitain. 

Britain , as well as in Gaul\ and held thole provinces, with pin;. 

;ror, till the fourth year of Aurelia"'., reign, 

. ' • ’ • All 
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the title of emperor 


when he was taken and led in triumph by that prince 

X r 

Ph a 


theft 
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Gallienus. thefe ufurpers in Gaul v/ere fct up by Licicrina, the mother of 

. r/* ,-t • 111 . * . n • .1. . *« 


Vidor 

an irreconcileable hatred to Galllenus. 
The fame vear. the Scythians* that 



Irruptions 

of- the 

Goths and da, and carried oft 

Her ulit 


a-new the provinces o IA Pm, Bithynia, Bantus, and Cattado- 
cla , and carried oft* an immenfe booty; while the Her nil , 
palling from the Palus Meat is into the Buxine fea, with five 
hundred veftels, landed at Byzantium, and Ckryjopolis, now 
Scutari , under the conduct of one Naulohat. At the latter of 
thefe places they v/ere attacked and defeated by Vcnerianus, 
who was killed in the engagement. But, inftead of return¬ 
ing to their own country, they crofted the Bofphorus, andfur- 
pnfed and plundered the great and wealthy city of Cyzicus , 
with part of Apa, 2nd the iftands of Lemnos and Scyras in the 


Arckipela 


nt 


Sp 


1 


but 


were in the end defeated with great fiaughter by the Atheni¬ 
ans, tinder the conduct of Dexippns the niftorian. However, 
in their retreat, they committed dreadful devaluations in Bceo- 
tia, Acarnania , Epirus, and Thrace. Galileans, who was juft 
then returned from Gaul, where he had been making war up¬ 
on Lolliamis , leaving Aureolas at Milan, haftened into illyria/m, 
and falling unexpectedly upon the barbarians there, gave 

«he are them a total overthrow. Gallienus then haftened back to 

defeated. 


Italy , leaving Marcian in Illy victim, to purfuc the war again!!: 
the Heruli ; which he did with sreat fucccfs, obliuii 


to quit their booty, and abandon the Roman dominions. 



War be¬ 
tween An- 
■reolus and 

Gallienus. all his troops towads Rome, with a defigji to depofe Gallie¬ 
nus, and caufc himfelf to he proclaimed Tole emperor. 67 //- 
Ucnus, reaching Italy in a few days, came up with him, de¬ 
feated him in a pitched battle, and obliged him to take flicker 
within the walls of Milan ; which Gallienus immediately in- 
GcilUenus veiled. Gallienus was killed during this liege; but by whom, 
murdered and in what manner, authors do not agree. He died in the 

thirty-fifth year of his age, after he had reigned fifteen years; 
Year of feven before, and eight after, the captivity of his father Va- 
R*tue ior6 lerian. He was one of the moft wicked princes mentioned i 
of drift , hiftory. and is laid to have equalled Nero in cruelty, and IIc- 

liovabaius in lewdnefs. The fenate declared him a public ene- 


m 


2bs. 
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my, and ordered moft of his friends, minifters, and relations, 
to be throv/n headlong down the Larpctan rock : yet, not- 


can fed him to be deified. 
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THE death of Galliemis occafioned a great tumult among 
the foldiers, who fufpe&ed that he had been murdered ; but 
Mercian, by giving them large fums of money, appealed 
them, and the whole army declared Gallicnus a tyrant, and 
proclaimed emperor Claudius, who had been propofed to them Claud, 
as the belt qualified man in the whole empire to fuftain the made 
name and dignity of a Roman emperor. The fenatc irnmedi- peror. 
atcly confirmed their election with great joy. 

Of this emperor’s pedigree we know very little, hiftorians His cha- 

dilfering greatly upon that fubjedt. Some fay he was a na- ratter. 

. r Til .* 1 L..——» Li Banian*" * oocAVrli r\rr fA 


IUS 

cm- 


Dalmatia 


J - q - 

oureia , -- -- may be, all agree, 

that he was a perfon of extraordinary valor and great virtue, 
and that he made feveral excellent laws, by which the empire 
was greatly reformed and bettered, He was now about fifty- 

four years of age. . 

His election was no fooner confirmed by the fenate, than Aureoius 

he attacked Aureoius near Milan, and, after defeating and defeated 
taking him, would have fpared his life ; but the foldiers killed and killed 
him without his orders. The conquered troops then acknow¬ 
ledged Claudius , and marched dire&ly with him againft the 
Germans , who had broken into Italy , and were advanced al- 
moft as far as Verova. He there defeated them in a pitched 
battle, cut incredible numbers ot them in pieces, and obliged 
the reft to fly precipitately into their own country. 

In the beginning of the next year, he fet out againft the rheCT>- 
Gotbs , and other northern nations, who, to the numbei of via ns and 
three hundred and twenty thoufand fighting men, befides wo- Goths de- 
men, fervants, and children, had invaded tne Ro f ?ui>z do- feat cd. 
minions, and committed every where dreadful devastations ; 
laying wafte whole provinces, burning cities, and putting 
all to fire and i\vord. Claudius came up with them, an i. 
notwithftanding their prodigious fuperiority in manners, a.tei 
a long and obftinate battle, gained one of the greater victo¬ 
ries mentioned in hiftory •, for no fewer than three hundret 

thoufand of the enemy were killed or taken pnfoners ; and 
their fleet, confifting of two thoufand tail, was utterl 
ftroyed. For this victory, Claudius took the furname oi Go - 

tbicu 


U 


do 


5 . 


While Claudius was thus employed agamit tno oau^iwas, tenobia 
Zenobia , having overcome Probus , who commanded lome reduces 
troops in Egypt, reduced that province, and took and deftroyed Egypt . 
Brucbium , the citadel of Alexandria. Probus ,, unabie other- 
wife to avoid failing into the hands of the victorious queen, 
killed himfelf. The emperor thereupon refolvcd to march 
againft her > but was prevented from carrying his hefign in o 
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Claudius, execution, bv a violent plague which broke out in Ins unnv 
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after iweeping away prodigious numbers of his men 
; him alfo at Sir mi ton in Pannoni'a , in the iifty-fixth year 
The death of his age, after he had reigned two years and one month. 


and, 
killed 


of Clau¬ 


dius. 


Tr, 


duguj* 


Year of 


cftablifhed 


Rome 1018 former lull re. 


tnd reftored it to its 
The fenatc not only bellowed divine honour 


of Cbri/R upon him after his death, but hung up in the place where 


266. 


they affembled a fhield of gold, on which his image was en¬ 
graved : and the people erected to him, at their own expence, 
two ftatues ; one of gold, ten feet high ; and the other of fil- 
ver, weighing fifteen hundred pounds. 

Longinus and Porphyry fiourifhed at this time. 





'ini mill us IMMEDIATELY after the death of Claudius , the ;ir- 

pioclaim- n iy unanimouilv proclaimed /hiredmi emperor : but the con- 
edempe- firmation of this election was fufpended for lome time at 
ror, but Rome , by rcafon of Rhiintillusy brother to the deceafcd e in¬ 
k'd U lum- peror, who, being left commander of a few legions to guard 
lelf. Italy, was by them like wife proclaimed emperor 3 and the lu¬ 
nate gladly approved of him, on account of his brother, and 
his own great virtues and moderation. However, Shriutillus, 
finding himfelf unable to withliand fo formidable a rival as 
Aureolas , and rcfolving to die emperor, rather than return to 
a private condition, caufed his veins to be opened, and, by 
that means, put an end to his life and reign, feventcen days 
after his election. 

slur than. Upon his death, the fenatc readily confirmed the election 
emperor, of Aurelian , and honoured him with the title of AuguJUis, 

He was a native of Sinnium in Puna mi a, of a mean defeent, 
being originally a common foidier, but univcrfally admired on 


account of his extraordinary fhength and 


From 


courage 

Sirmmm , where he was fainted emperor by the army, he 
haftened to Rome , and was received there, by the fenate and 



concludes 
a peace 


their late dreadful overthrow, had again broken into that 
province. Aurelian engaged them, and the battle laded, 
without any coniiderable advantage on either fide, till night; 
when the enemy repalied the Danube, and the next day lent 
ambaiTadors to fu<j for peace, which Aurelian readily granted 

the on 
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Jut bong sc, Aurelian . 


Fin deli 



with the 


Suevia) he put them to flight, and deftroyed vaft numbers of Goths ,and 
them, as they attempted to repafs the Danube. Hereupon they fubdues 
lent ambafl'adors to him, offering to renew their ancient aili- the G§ 
ance with Rome, provided they were fufFered to return unmo- mans* 
jelled into their own country. But Aurelian, elated with his 
vi&ory, would not hearken to any terms. The enemy, dri¬ 
ven to defpair, rcfolvcd thereupon, at all events, to enter 
Italy ; and, finding the partes unguarded, advanced as far as 
Placentia before the emperor could come up with them. Then 
Aurelian attacked them, but was put to flight, and utterly 
defeated, after having loll moft of his troops. The barbari¬ 
ans, flufhed with their victory, purfued their march, not 
doubting but they ftiould be able to take Rome itfelf, as the 
Goths had done : but, in the mean time, Aurelian, having ral¬ 
lied and reinforced his troops, fell unexpectedly upon the 
enemy, and gave them a great overthrow, Such of them as 
cfcaped this firft battle, were flain in two others; one near 
Placentia , and the other in the plains of Ticinum ; infomuch 
that they were all cut off to a man. 

While the emperor was preparing to return to Rome , the 


Danube 

of 


Aurelian marched imme¬ 


diately againff them, overtook them before they could return The an - 


obliged the 


Danube , killed great numbers of them, and dais de¬ 


feated. 


<r 
2d 

Ot 


2 reft to fue for peace j which he readily granted 
them, upon their delivering to him as hoftages the ions of 
their two kings, and feveral other perfons of great diffinCfiop. 

He then returned to Rome, where he puniflied the authors of 
feveral abufes which had happened there during his abfence, 
with fuch exceflive feverity, as eftranged from him the affec¬ 
tions both of the fenate and people. Some fay, that he was 
lad of any pretence $o condemn the rich, being in great want 
'money to piy his troops. This year, with the approbation 
ptthe ienate, he repaired and extended the walls ot Rome ; fo 
that thev were now fifty miies in compafs. 

The next year, Aurelian, having fettled the affairs of Pan - He goes 
nonia, Italy, and Rome, left the city a-new, and fet out for againii 
the Eaft, to make war upon the celebrated Z enobia, who, to Zencbm. 
the great difgrace of the empire, had held moft of the eaftern 
provinces for feveral years. This queen, one of the moft il- j } rear 
iuftrious women mentioned in hiftory, was equally learned 
and brave. Upon the death of her huiband Odenatus , prince 
ot Palmyra, and afterwards partner in the empire with Gall 1 - 

>ver the Persians {he is faid to 


Rome 1020 
of Chrijr 

268. 


~ •*£>*•** 

have h'.d perfonally a great lqare, neing no leis courageous 
than that brave commander, and equally experienced in mi- count ot 




Some ac- 


fhc arrayed her three fons, fL 
Vbabullat, in purple, and caufed them to be ac¬ 
knowledged 


nor. 
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Aurelian. knowledged by all the eaflcrn provinces as joint-emperors of 

Rome: but as they were under age, Ihe governed, ns W c 
obferved before, in their name, with the title o \ Ahiecn ofih, 
Raft j and defeated Galltenus s general Hcraclianusf by who<« 

all 

C human 

Not fatisfied with tlu-fe 


overthrow fhe remained in peaceable poflefiion 

Mefopoiamia , to which file added Egypt 


Oi 


Ck 


was taken up with the Gothic war. 

• p • ■ * • ** J* »• 

acmniitior 

(M 


vince; 
prince. 


flie leizeci on a great 

3 it by nia. Aurelia;^ dc- 
iirous to put an end to her ufurpations, ordered all his forces 
to affemble in Illyricum ; apd, leading his march thro’ Thrace, 
defeated feveral barbarous nations who had invaded that pro- 

p a fled the Danube , and Hew Cannabaud a Gothic 
with five thoufand of his men. He then entered Bi- 
thynia , which immediately fubmitted ; and advanced into Cap¬ 
padocia, where he took the city of T'yana. From thence he 
marched to Antioch , which he entered in triumph, after de¬ 
feating the troops of Xenobia in tile neighbourhood of the 
capital of Syria. This victory, however, coll him dear, Z s- 
nubias troops behaving with incredible bravery. From Anti¬ 
och he puriued his march to Enufa, whither 'Lemhia had re¬ 
tired with her army, confuting of twenty thoufand men. Here 
he defeated her again, and forced her to fly to Palmyra , 
Vfdmv'-a whither he followed her, and laid fiege to that city. Every 

art of war was tried to reduce the place, but to no purpofe. 
However, during the fiege, Aurelian defeated the Pcrjim, 
who were coming to the relief of Palmyra $ and, partly by 
menaces, partly by promifes, prevailed upon the Armenian ; 
and Saracens , who were likewise coming to almt the queen, 
to join him again!! her. Xenobia , thus difappointed of the 

^ - • 4+ • • 1 • • « 1 


Atirenan 
kills a 
king of 

the Goths, 
d de¬ 
feats 7, me- 
k • /■ _ 


biiicgtrd. 


Ytiinobia 


expected fuccours, and defpairing of being able to hold out 
much longer, refolved to withdraw privately into Perfta , and 
there folicit in perfon more powerful fupplies. Accordingly 
fhe let out, in the dead of night, with a fmall retinue: but 
Aurelian , being informed of her flight, fent after her, and 
fhe was overtaken. Upon her being brought into his pre- 

m w I » fit f f m 
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aken and fence, he afked her, 

again jl the emperors of R 


up 


brought to ai 
Aurelian. le 

Ycar of t<- 

Romc ion ti 

of Chrijl name. 
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tjh 


Gallienus, Aureolus, andfucb as them , worthy of 


273 - 

Pnhnxra 

iubraits. 


Palmyra fubmitted foon after ; and Aurelian , after (trip¬ 
ping it of all its wealth, and leaving in it a Roman governor 
and garrifon, returned to Emeja with the captive queen, and 
there put to death feveral pcrlons of diftin&ion who had lided 
with her; among whom was the celebrated philofopher Lon¬ 
ginus. As to the queen herfelf, though the foldiers demanded 
her death with loud cries, the emperor thought it beneath him 

to fpill the blood of a woman, and therefore fpared her, as 
. i.- .... nr i-r > the ealtern and 


he alfo did her youngeft fen Vhaballat. 


fou them 
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his Aurelian. 



„o fooner gone, than the Palmy 


no lOUllti t . ; - -V ■ ■ . —— 

the Romans in their city, and proclaimed j.I cbilleus , a relation 
Vfmobia* their fovt reign. Upon this, Aurelian haftened back 

01 _ , ’ i r i_i _. _ 


Volts ; 


to Palmyra , before the inhabitants had any notice 
inarch; took the city, and put all the inhabitants to the but is re- 
fJnrd without diftincbion of rank, fex, or age. Before he taken, and 
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Firmius , a Syrian 


Egypt 


greatly attached to Zenobia. Aurelian marched againlt him put to the 

with his ulual expedition, took him priloner, and caufedhim ivvord. 

to be publicly executed. 

Having thus quieted the Eaft, he returned to Europe , with 
a defignto recover, and re-unite to the empire, the provinces 
0 f Gaul, Spain , and Britain , which were ftill held by Tetricus. 

This was eafily effected ; Tetricus himfelf, no longer able to Tetricus 
bear the continual drforders and mutinies of his troops, in- fubmits; 
viting him privately into Gaul\ and there fubmitting to him. and GW, 
Aurelian then returned to Rome , where he was received with Spam, and 
the moft pompous triumph the city had ever feen. _ Zenobia Britain, 
herfelf, bound with chains of gold, and loaded with immenle are re¬ 
quantities of pearls and precious ftones, among feveral other united to 
noble captives, graced the victor’s triumph ; and the people the Roman 
were treated with all forts of (hews for feveral days together, empire. 

Aurelian treated his illuftrious captives with great huma¬ 
nity and kindnefs, giving to Zenobia poffeffions in the neigh- Aurelian 
bourhood of Tibur, fufficient to maintain her according to humanity 
her rank ; marrying her daughters to perfons of the nrlt qua- towards 
lity in Rome , and making her (on Vhaballat prince of a fmall Zenobia 
territory in Armenia. I o Tetricus he gave the government of and his 
Luca Hi a ; telling him, pleafantly. That it was more for his repu- other pri- 
tation to govern a province of Italy, than to reign beyond the Alps, foners. 
The defendants, both of Zenobia and of Tetricus , lived for 
fome ages after in great fplendor in Italy and at Ro?uc y highly 

refpe&ed and efteemed. # „ 

Having now put an end to all foreign and domeftic di- e re " 

fturhances, Aurelian applied himfelf wholly to the leformmg orms e 

of the ftate : to which end he made feveral excellent regula- vera 

tions, which gained him the affections of the people, whom am e-. 

be had eftranged from him in the beginning of his reign, by 

his cruelty, to which he was naturally inclined. Hcmcieaied 

the quantity of cloaths and provifions which the empeiors u gei— 
ufcd to diftribute to the people ; and, which gained him the ro - 
love of every one, remitted whatever was owing by private 
perfons to the Exchequer, publicly burning all the bonds and 
papers relating to fuch debts. At the fame time he publiineu 
an act of oblivion with regard to all crimes committed again 
the ftate to that day j and from thenceforth dil countenanced 
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Aureliart. Jill informers, and puniihed, with the utrnoft feverity, f uc |, 

‘ as accufed others without being able to make good their 
charge. He likewife enaifted manjr wholefome laws; bv 
which all public lewdnefs and irreligion, is faid to have been 
banifhed from Rome. Adultery was made capital, and he 
would fuft'er none to keep free-born women for concubines. 
His domeftics, freed men, and Haves, knew, and did, their 

and dared not behave with infolefrce to any one. 


DiHurb- 
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dut\ 

built a temple to the Sun, which was one of the moft mag¬ 
nificent ftrudlures in Rome , and enriched it With prodigious 
quantities of gold and precious Hones. . . 

Toward the beginning of the fifth year of his reign, fome 
difturbances happened in Gaul, which obliged him to haften 
thither. He foon quieted that province; and from thence 
marched into Vindelicia , where he obliged the barbarians, who 
had made an irruption there, to repaTs the Danube. From 
thence he went into Ilkricum , and finding Dacia in the 
hands of the barbarians, and not thinking it worth his while 
to recover a country he could not keep, by reafon of its fitu* 
ationjn the fnidft of fo manv barbarous nations, he withdrew 

th ‘ ' ' . 

the 

of Rome, Iettlemenrs in Alecjia and Da 
pofi'dfed themfelves of the country which he abandoned. 

From lllyricum Aurelian marched into Thrace, with a de- 
i’ign to pafs the winter there, and lead his army againft the 
Per fans the next fpring : but death prevented him. Hifto- 
i ians give us the following account of his end. Mne/lhru 
one of his freedmen and fecretaries, being fufpected by hint 
iome extortion, and fearing a fevcrc punifhment, coun¬ 
terfeited the emperor's hand to a lift of the names of the 
chief officers in the army, and, an 
and ihewing it to them, told them 


e Roman troops from the few forts they ftill held beyond 
e Danube ; and gave the inhabitants, who were fubjech 
Rome. Iettlemenrs in Media and Darelauia. The Goths 


of 
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die reft; h[s 
hadfound 


They, bc- 


thiu'f but fome dcfperaie attempt could five them . 
lieving him, a few days after, fell upon Aurelian , between 
Byzantium and Hcraclca , while lie was attended only by a 
linall guard, and murdered him, after he had reigned live 
murdered years, and lived fixty three. His death did not remain un- 

puni/hed : for the officers who killed him, finding, loon 
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tomb to the honour cf the deceafed 


i 


•J n t ] 


2 


emperor* in the place 

11 thofe who had any hand 
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where he had been killed ; 

murder, were either cur in pieces on the fpot by the 
mrag-il foluiery, or afterward'- put to death by his iucceflors 

was much re*>retted by the fenatc, 

the 
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predeccflors. Aurclian is generally ft i led the Re/lorcr of the Aure'ian. 

empire, which, after the evils it had fuffered by the capti- - -^ 

vity of Valerian, and the indolence of Gallicnus, began to 
revive under Claudius , and was reftored to its former luftre 
by Aurclian. He was brave, prudent, and generous ; but, as His cha- 
his excellive cruelty overbalanced all his virtues, he is juftly rader. 
ranked, not among the good, but the ufeful princes. He is 
faid to have been the firft Roman emperor that dared to ap¬ 
pear in public with a diadem on his head. Some of the fuc- 
ceeding princes followed his example in that refpect; but 
that royal ornament was not commonly worn till the time 
of Conjlantine . 




A S all the chief officers in the army had been concerned Inter-reg- 
in the death of Aurclian , the foldiers, by whom he was num, 
greatly beloved, not able to prevail upon themfelves to name 
•any of them in his room, wrote to the fenate, acquainting 
them with the emperor’s death, and referring to them the 
choice of a new prince. The fathers, by the advice of Ta¬ 
citus , who was then prince of the fenate, and, as fuch, 
fpoke firft, fearing the difturbances that might enlue, if the 
army did not approve of their choice, defired that the troops 
would nominate whom they liked beft. Thcfe reciprocal 
compliments were exchanged three times between the fenate 
and the army ; and the empire thereby remained near eight 
months without an head, no ufuyper parting up all that 
time, nor any difturbances happening either at Rotne , or in 
the provinces. The barbarians, indeed, taking advantage 
of the inter-regmon , began to put themfelves in motion. 

The Germans, Franks , Burgundians , and Vandals, broke into 
Gaul ; the Goths threatened Illyricnm \ and the Perftans were 
preparing for war. 

The fenate thereupon, finding it now absolutely neceflary Tacitus 

to give the empire a fovercign, and the army ftill refufing to chofen 

name one, lent for Tacitus, who, on its being rumoured emperor. 

fome time before, that they intended to chufe him, had 

withdrawn to his eftate in Campania , and lived there two 

months in retirement, defiring him to be at their meeting 

on the 25th day of September. Accordingly he attended, and 

on his appearing in the fenate-houle, the whole aflembly, 

with one voice, faluted him emperor. He endeavoured to 

excufe himfelf, on account of his great age, for he was then 

leventy-five ; but they all conjured him, by the love he 

bore his country,, not to decline, the office they had decreed 

him. 
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1 Tacitus. him. Tacitus thereupon yielded, and Ins election was i 

f 11 n ii.i . l i J 



fully confirmed by the fenate and people. 


joy 


His cha- 


All we know of the origin of this emperor is, that he ac¬ 
knowledged Cornelius Tacitus , the celebrated hiftorian, fur 
rafter. his kinfman ; that he had been conful, and was, as we ob- 

ferved before, at the time of his election, prince of the i'e- 
nate. He was a man of learning, mild, ari enemy, to nil 
pomp, and a great admirer of the manners of the primitive 
Romans. When he was created emperor, he gave his whole 
eftate, which was immenfe, to the public, and what money 
he had by him to the foldiers. He was temperate and re¬ 
gular, careful of the public money, and impartial in the 
ndminiftration of jultice. 

Joy of the The fenate, overjoyed for the recovery of their ancient 
fenate for right of creating emperors, and highly fatisfied with him 
the elec- they had now chofen, ordered public procefiions, vowed he¬ 
catombs, appeared in white garments, feafted their friends, 
and wrote letters to all the Hates and cities in alliance with 
Rome , acquainting them, that they were at length reftored 
to their former authority, and that their ambafladors were 


non of 

Ti U'itliS. 


nans. 


now to apply to them. 

Hedefeats The new prince had fcarce taken pofleflion of the fove- 
thebarba- reignty, when news was brought him, that incredible num¬ 
bers of barbarians were advancing through Colchis. He 
thereupon immediately left Rome, and palled into Jfia, 
where he defeated them, and obliged them to return into 
their own country. He pafled the winter in Cilicia , and was 
preparing to return to Rome , when, according to fome wri¬ 
ters, he was feized with a fever, which, in a few days, put 
an end to his life : but, according to others, he was killed 
His death, by his own foldiers. He died at Tar fits ., after a fhort reign 

of about fix months. Upon his death, his brother Florianus , 
Year of whom he had appointed captain of the guards, caufed Jiim- 


Kc.vie 1024. lelf to be proclaimed emperor, and was acknowledged in all 
mCbrijt the provinces of Europe and Africa : but the legions in the 

Enll: declared for Probus , whom Tacitus had appointed their 
commander, and the two armies meeting, Florianus was 
killed by his own men, who immediately after joined Probus. 
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PrTms U P O N the death of Florianus , the armies every where pro- 
eroDeror. claimed Prebits emperor, and the fenate readily confirmed their 

election, honouring the new emperor with the ufual titles, 
and veiling him with the tribunitial and proconfular power; 

for they all entertained the higheft opinion of him : and in¬ 
deed, 
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» 1 t Vcpifcus is to be credited, they were right - in Probus 
„ for he was one of the beft and greateft princes 
that ever fwayed a lceptre. He was an excellent command- 


lb doing 



His cha¬ 
racter. 


cr, an able ftatefman, a friend to virtue, an enemy to vice 
generous, affable, good-natured, and, in (hort* endowed 
with every good quality definable in a prince. He was a 
native of Sirmzum in Pannonia , the fon of a gardiner, entered 
into the army when very young, and raifed himfelf by his 
merit to the higheft pofts. He was about forty-four years 
old at the time of his eledlion j which was no'fooner con¬ 
firmed by the ferrate, than he left Cilicia , and returned to 
Europe. 

He palled the winter in Pannonia, and, early in the fpring, He redu- 
fet out for Gaul , where he fought many fuccefsful battles, ces o-reaf 
and is faid to have killed four hundred thou (and barbarians, part^of 
Franks , atid other Germans , who had over-run that pro- Germany, 
vince ; and to have obliged the reft to quit the booty they J ' 

had taken, and favc thcmfelves by flight beyond the Rhine. 

He then palled that river at the head of his vi&orious army, 
and made war upon the enemy in their own country, with 
greater fuccefs than any of his predecelfors had ever done. 

The following year he marched into lllyricum , from whence 
the Sarmatians , who had made an irruption into that pro¬ 
vince, withdrew, upon the news of his approach ; leaving 
their bootv behind them. From thence he 


booty nenmu tnem. rrom tnenee ne went into 
1 Thrace , where all the Gothic nations font ambailadors to him 
to fuc for peace, and court his friendfliip. He then 

t . a 1 • • 1 1 t t r • 


over into Aft a, and intirely 


palled 


Ifauria , which had re- Ifnuria 
marched into Syria , and reduced* 


volted frm Rome. From Ifauria he 
defeated the Blemyes , a barbarous and very warlike nation, 
dwelling between Egypt and Ethiopia. Vnranes , king of 


Perfi. 


at his victories, lent ambailadors to him 


fatisfied with 
terrified the kimr 


w 

their 


but the .emperor, not Peace 


with rich prefents, to fue for peace 

propofals, fent them back ; which fo concluded 
that he concluded a peace with Probus with the 




upon his own terms, 
he entered in triumph. 


but this general 


Pei fans. 
Year of 


The whole empire was now at peace 
tranquility was loon difturbeu by domeftic broils, which Pome 1023 
firft broke out in the Eaft, where S. Julius Saturnhius , a na- of Ckrip 
tive of Mauritania , who had diftinguilhed himfelf in many 276. 

Probus fent againft him 


him to fly to the citadel of Ap 
ftorm, and put the whole garili 


ft 

on nus revolts 


wars, was proclaimed emperor 
fome troops, who obliged 
mea , which they took by 
to the fvvord, together with Saturnhius 

The next year two ufurpers ftarted up in Gaul , Proadus Proculus 
and Bonofus. The former, who was a native of Albingau- and Bono* 
mm, now Albev.ga, had, in his youth, been a robber, grew Jits revolt 
immenfely rich, and entered into the army, in which he was in Gauh 
made tribune, and had the command of leveral legions at 
the time we are fpcaking of, when he was proclaimed ein- 

Vol. IV. Oo peror 
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Probus. peror at Cologne. We are told, that, befides his other forces 
v —j he armed two thoufand flaves of his own when he revolted. 

Probus overcame him, and forced him to take refuge among 
the Franks , who had promifed him their afiiftance ; but, in_ 
fiead of keeping their word, betrayed him to the emperor 
who ordered him to be put to death. Bonofus was defeended 
of a Spanijb familv, but born in Britain , where his father 
kept a fchool. He himfelf entered early into the army, 
and railed himfelf from the low rank of a common foldier to 
the poft of general, and was employed, as fuch, to guard the 
frontiers of Rbaetia : but having flittered the Gentians to fur- 
prize and bum the Roman fleet on the Rhine , his fear of be¬ 
ing punifhed for that negledt prompted him to aflume the 
fovercignty, which dignity he maintained longer than was 
expected, fighting feveral battles v/ith Probus ; but being at 
laft reduced to great lireigilts, he chofe rather to flrangle him¬ 
felf, than fall into the hands of the conqueror. 

After this, the empire again enjoyed a profound tranqui¬ 
lity, during which, Probus took care never to let his troops 
be idle, but employed them in many ufeful works, faying, 
That , as they were tnaintained by the public , they ought either 
to fight or labour for the public. As Hannibal , to employ his 
foldiers, had formerly filled Africa with olive-trees of their 
planting, fo Probus, whofe valour has made many ftile him 
a fecond Hannibal , employed his troops in planting vines on 
the hills of Gaul % Pannonia , and Mccfia ; and the inhabitants 
of thofe countries, as well as the Spaniards and Britons , were 
allowed to cultivate as many vineyards as they pleafed, which 
had been denied them ever fince the time of Domitian. Pro- 
bus , in his fhort reign, rebuilt or repaired feventy cities. 
As the city of Sir mi urn, where he was born, flood in a low 
marfhy ground, he fet great numbers of his foldiers to work 
to dig a canal to convey the waters into the fea. This, with 
the emperor’s faying one day. That he hoped there wouldJhortly 
be no occafion for foldiers or armies , from whence they con¬ 
cluded that they ihould foon be difbanded, incenfed them 
Probus againfl: him to fuch a degree, that they fell upon him with 
killed by great fury, as he was marching from one town in Illyricum 
the fol- to another, and killed him, after he had lived fifty, and 

diers. reigned fix years and four months. The lofs of fo good a 

prince was greatly lamented, not only by the fenate and 
Year of people of Rome , but by the barbarians themfelves, who 
Rome 1030 dreaded his valour, and revered his probity, clemency, and 
of Chrifi juftice. His fuccelTors ranked him among the gods; and the 
2^8. whole army, though he had fallen by fome of their hands, 

erected a ftately monument to him with the following epi¬ 
taph : Here lies the emperor Probus, righty named Probus ; a 
conqueror of the barbarousand of ufurpers. 
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CARUS. and his two Sons. 
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UPON the death of Probus , Cants, then captain of the q r 

guards, was proclaimed emperor by the army, who looked made 
upon him as the fitteft perfon to fucceed fo good and war- perort 
like a prince. The fenate liked Carus well ; but, dreading * 
the vicious and cruel temper of his fon Carinm , were un¬ 
willing to confirm the ohoice of the foldiery. However, 
fearing their power, and unwilling to difturb the prefent 
tranquility of the empire, they at length acknowledged him, 
and gave him all the ufual titles and honours. Of his age 
or family, we know but very little. Some fay he was by 
birth a Dalmatian , and by defcent an African ; others, that 
he was born in Rome , and that his father was a Dalmatian ; 
and others again, that he was a Gaul , and born at Ndrbonne. He joihs 
His election was no fooner confirmed, than he made his w .^ h* 111 
two fons, Carinas and Hunterian , his partners in the empire, tvvo 
giving them equal authority with himfelf. Carinus , the el- ^ ons CarU 
deft, was wicked, diflioneft, infolent, and abandoned to every nus an d 
kind of vice: but Numcrian was valiant, wife, modeft, learn- Humeri am 

ed, and adorned with many virtues. 

The Sarmatians no fooner heard of the death of Probus , Carus oe- 

than they broke into Jllyricum and Thrace , over-fan thofe * eats tae 
countries, and threatened Italy itfelf. Cams , after fome Sarmatl - 
fkirmifties, came to a general engagement with them, in 
which he killed fixteen thoufand, took twenty thoufand pri- 
foners, and obliged the reft to retire into their own country. 

After this victory, being informed that the Pcrfians were 
preparing to invade the caftern provinces with a mighty ar¬ 
my, leaving the care of the Weft to his fon Carinus , and ta¬ 
king Humeri an with him, he marched into Mefopotamia , 
which the Pcrfians , who had already feized that province, , 
abandoned at his approach; and from thence he advanced into Gams 
Pcrjia , laid that country wafte wherever he went, and be- great ad* 
fieged and took Scleucia , Ctefiphon y and Coche , meeting with vantages 
no oppofition, the Pcrfians being then engaged in a civil over the 
war. His defign was utterly to ruin the Perfian monarchy ; Perfans . 
and he would probably have done it, fo great were the in- 
teftine divifions of that people, had he not been prevented 
by death, which overtook him in the neighbourhood of Cte- His death 

fiphon , while he was preparing to purfue his conquefts be¬ 
yond 
by an 


that city, which the Romans , as was pretended, were 
oracle forbidden to do. Carus had juft begun the fe- 
cond year of his reign, arid was conful with his fon Carinus , 
when he died. 

The whole arrny immediately renewed their oath of fide- 
to Kumerian y who, grieved beyond expreffion for the 
death of hrs father, broke up his camp, and began to retire. 
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Kumerian As his eyes, weakened by the great quantity of tears he had 
v-—' fhed, could not bear the light, he was carried in a elofe 

litter. Arrius Aper , his father-in-law, and captain of the 
Kumerian guards, who had free accefs to him, laid hold of that op- 
murder’d. portunity to murder him privately, with a defign to raife 

himfelf to the empire. But not being able to convey away 
the body of the deceafed prince, which was carried three 
days in the litter, Aper all the while telling the 1 'oldiers, who 
wanted to fee their emperor, that he could not bear the air; his 
crime was at length difeovered by the fmell of the body, and 
Aper was immediately feized. Numerian had reigned about 
eight months. 



Dioc l e s i a n and Maximian. 


Diodefan 
made em¬ 
peror. 

His ex- 
tra&ion 
and cha¬ 
racter. 


He puts 

A her to 

4 

death. 


UPON the death of Nnmrrian , the army, with one 
voice, proclaimed Diodefan emperor. He was born in Dal¬ 
matia, of obfeure parentage, being, according to fome, the 
fon of a notary ; according to others, of a Have; and fome 
fay, tint he had himfelf been a Have. The name, both of 
his mother, and of the place where he was born, was Dio- 
clea , and he was called Diodes till he came to be emperor, 
when, giving his name a Latin termination, he lliled him¬ 
felf Dioclefantis. He entered early into the army, and by de¬ 
grees railed himfelf to the highelf military employments. He 
was a great mailer of civil affairs, prompt at forefeeing 
events, dexterous at concerting fehemes, naturally inclined 
to violent meafures, but at the fame time mailer of his tem¬ 
per; an enemy to all ufelefs cx pences, and a great encoura- 
ger of learning, though he had been brought up in the camp 
from his youth, and had never applied himfelf to any lludy 
but that of the military art, in which he was equal to the 
famous commanders in ancient times. Some charge him 
with want of courage, and others fay that he was naturally 
covetous. 

Diodcftan was no fooner declared emperor by the army, 
than he afeended the tribunal, and, after having harangued 
the foldiers, and folemnly declared upon his oath, that he 
had been no way privy or acccllary to the death of Nume¬ 
rian ; he caufed Aper to be brought before him, reproached 
him in bitter terms for the murder of his prince and fon-in- 
law, and then, defeending from the tribunal, drew his fword, 
and buried it in his brealt, faying, Be proud , Aper, that you 
fall by fo great a band ; and then crying out. That he bad at 
lengt h killed the boar : alluding to the prophecy of a Druidefs, 

who had told him, that he would attain the empire, after he 
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torguc. At the fame time he ordered all the accomplices «-— 
of Aper to be executed. 

Dioclcfian was proclaimed emperor at Chalcedon, on the The ara 
17th of September , in the year 284, which he ordered to be of Dtocle - 
made the ara, or date, from whence the foilo.vitig account fan. 
of times fhould begin. The Chriftians obferved it till the 
reign of the emperor Jujlinian, that is, for above 240 years, 
by the name of the eera of martyrs ; calling it fa on account 
of this emperor’s feverity towards them. He was now about 
thirty-nine or forty years of age. A few days after he had 
been proclaimed at Chalcedony he made his public entry into 
Nicomedia , and there fpent the remainder of the year in 
making the ncceflary preparations to oppofe Carinas, who 
was haflening into Illyricum at the head of a powerful army. 

The two rivals fought feverai battles in that province, 
which, at ftrft, were greatly to the advantage of Carinas ; 
but while he was purfuing the enemy, after a victory he had 
gained near Mar gum in Upper- Mafia, he was killed by Carious 
lome of his own men, ftirred up by a tribune whefe wife he killed. 


Dioclefi 


the The <tra 


killed. 


had debauched. 


DioclsfaKy now foie mafter of the empire, marched to 
Rome, and, having eftablifhed his authority there, fet out 
foon after for Germany, where he gained feverai advantages 
over the Alemanni, who had made an irruption into Gaul. 
The fame year, his generals were fuccefsful in Britain. For 
thefe vi&ories he took the furnames of Germanicus and Bri¬ 


tannia^ ; and from Illyricum he returned into the Eaft. 

In the fecond year of his reign he took for his partner in Diodefan 
the empire Maxi mi an , who was born of obfeure parents, in takes 
a village near Sirmium in Pannonia , but had fignalifed him- Maximian 
felf greatly in the army, and was reckoned one of the beft for his 
commanders of his time but; excelfively cruel, favage, and partner in 
wicked. Maximian immediately haftened into Gaul, to op- theempire 
pofe a prodigious multitude of vagabonds, robbers, and pea- 
fants, who had aflembled there, and proclaimed two com¬ 
manders, named Amandus and JFJianus, emperors. T he rebels 
were foon quelled, and tranquility was reftored. The next 
year, he utterly defeated and deftroyed an incredible number 
of Alcmanniy Burgundians , Hcruli , and other German nations, 
who attacked him in Gaul-, and the year after that, he again did 
the fame, eroded the Rhine, laid the enemy’s country wade, 
and returned to Gaul loaded with booty, in the mean time 
Dioclefan, who had remained in the Eaft, forced the Per- 
fans to reftore what they had taken from the Romans , gain¬ 
ed feverai advantages over the Saracens, entered Germany 
on the fide of Rbcctia , and extended the bounds of the 

empire to thefource of the Danube. t _ p 

While the two emperors were thus employed, Carauffs , Caranjtnt 

a native of Gaul, palled over into Britain, took upon him 1 ^ izes . 
the title of emperor, was acknowledged by all the troops Drttaun 

quartered in that ifland, and at length obliged the Romans 

O 0 3 to 
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Dioclejian to give it up to him, as we have related in our hiftory of 



tCi 


Pa fans broke into Mefopotamia , and 
of the nations of Africa, entering ini 


The 


that country. 

Year of Dioclefian and Maxhnian returning, the former from the 
Raneioyo Eafh, and the latter from Gaul, met at Milan, and, after 
of Chriji conferring together, went back to their refpe&ive armies; 

38S. at which time almoft all the barbarians were at war with 

one another, and the empire enjoyed peace. But about the 
tenth year of Dioclejian s reign it was in great danger of being 
rn in pieces both by foreign and domeftic enemies. 

'■• n —j threatened Syria ; five 

into a confederacy againrt 
tire Romans, over-ran that country : Julianas revolted in 
Italy, and cauled himfelf to be proclaimed emperor 
Achilkns aflumed the fame title at Alexandria in Egypt . 
two emperors, not thinking themfelves able to oppole fo 
many enemies at once, reiolved each of them to name a 
Ccefar , who fhould fucceed them in the empire, and jointly 
with them defend it. Dioclefian chofe Maxhnin Galerius ; 
emperors and Maxhnian , Conjlantius , furnamed Cblorus ; who were 
chufe two veiled with the tribunitiai and proconfular power, and ho- 
Ctefars. noured with all the titles peculiar to the fovereignty. To 

cement their union ftill more, the two C&fars put away 


and 
The 


The two 


The em- 


their wives, and married, Conjlantius the daughter-in law of 
Maxhnian , and Galerius the daughter of Dioclefian. 

The empire was then divided into four parts. Dioclefian 
pire divi- had the countries beyond the JEgean fea ; Thrace and Illyri- 
ded into cum were allotted to Galerius ; Italy and Africa, with the ad- 
four parts, jacent iflands, to Maximian \ and Gaul, Britain , Spain , and 

Mauritania to Conjlantius. Each of thefe princes was abfo- 
lute in the provinces that fell to his fhare : but the other 
three paid great deference to Dioclefian , acknowledging him 
as the author of their power, and looking upon him as 
their common father. A 


perfeft 


union 


reigned 



amon 

them, and, from this time, the empire continued almo 
conflantly divided ; but, at the fame time, each emperor was 
looked upon as mailer of the whole, and the names of all 
were fixed to the decrees of each. But this multiplicity of 
princes was foon attended with great inconveniencies ; for. 
Evils at- as each of the four fovercigns would have as many officers, 
tending 
that divi- 
fion. 


both civil and military, and the fame number of forces as 
when the {late was governed only by one emperor; there 
were more foldiei 


s 


ccflary fums. 
creafed 


to pay, than people to fupply the ne- 
ums. The taxes and imports were confequently in- 
beyond meafurc, the provinces reduced to beggary, 
and the lands left unfilled for want of hands. 

Galerius , whom Dioclefan raifed to the dignity of Caifar, 
was defeended from an cbfcure family in Dacia. His mo¬ 
ther, whofe name was Romula, being a bitter enemy to the 
Chrirtians, infpired her foil with the fame hatred to them, 
which chiefly gave rife to the bloody perfecution in the lat¬ 
ter end of Diociejhtis reign, lie was tig fopiier created Cyc- 
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fv, than he marched -/.gainft the barbarians in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Danube and Illyrtcum\ but performed no¬ 
thing memorable againfl them, either in this or the three 
following years. Maximian, this year, puffed over into Afri¬ 
ca, where he gained a complete victory over the five nations, 
and reduced julianus , who, after being proclaimed emperor 
in Italy, had croffed over into Africa , to fuch ftreights, that 
lie killed himfelf. 



Conjlantius haftened into Gaul, and took Gejfarlacum, now Caraufus 
Boulogne , into which Car an jins had put a garrifon. What murdered. 
Dioclcftan did this year we are not told. In the next, Ca- 
mufius was treacheroufly murdered by his bofom friend and 
prime minifter A licit us, who thereupon caufed himfelf to be 
proclaimed emperor in Britain ; and Conjlantius , while a 
fleet was preparing for him to invade Britain , cleared Bata¬ 
via of all the Franks, who had feized that country, and 
tranfplanted them, and their wives and children, into other 
parts of the empire, which wanted inhabitants. 

Dioclef.an fpent the two next years in Jllyricum and Thrace, 
affifting Galerins againfl: the barbarians on the other fide of 
the Danube ; and Maximian went to Gaul , to defend that 
province againfl their incurlions ; while Conjlantius was em¬ 
ployed in Britain. The Carpi , after having long with- The Carpi 
flood the utmoft efforts of the Roman arms, were, this year, fabdued. 
entirely reduced by Gala ius ; and Dioclefian tranfplanted 
them into Pannonia , and fome other territories of the 


empire. 

Conjlantius having fettled affairs in Britain, returned to 
Gaul, to which province he tranfplanted great numbers of 
Franks, fettling them in the parts that were moft deftituteof 
inhabitants, and obliging them to cultivate the lands, pay 
the ufual tributes, and fupply the Roman armies with a cer- Diodefan 
tain number of troops. The fame year, Dioclefan reco- recovers 
vered Egypt from Acbilleus , who had held that province near Egypt. 
fix years. The next year, Maximian defeated the rebel¬ 
lious Moors in Africa, took their caftles and ftrong holds, Maximian 
drove them from their almoff inacceflible rocks and moun- fubdues 


tains, and obliged them to deliver up their arms, and furren- the Mew. 
der at difcretion. The fame year, Narfes, king of ” 


Sap 


Pcrji 


a mighty army, reduced that province, and advanced into 
Mefopotamia. Dioclefan, intimidated by the fate of the un¬ 
happy Valerian , inftead of marching againfl him in perfon, 

• 1_1 * . IS 1 1 /*. .V 1. _ I _ _ 

withdrew 


into 


r ypt 



that dangerous war to Galerius, who, meeting the Ferfans in 
Mefopotamia , engaged them with only a few troops compa¬ 
red to their prodigious numbers, and, after bravely difputing 
the vidtory for fome hours, was forced to give ground, and 
fly. Galerius , enraged at this overthrow, and picqued at the 
cold reception he met with, in confequence of it, from Dio- 
clfian\ raifed a new army, came up with the enemy, and, 

o O 4 with 
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JDiodejian with only twenty-five thoufand men, forced their intrench- 

ments, though defended by an innumerable multitude, kill¬ 
ed above twenty thoufand of them, took an immense bociv 
and an incredible number of prifoners, among whom wef 



yfe 


king of the king’s wives, lifters, and children. Narjcs fled to the 
Perjla, in- mod diltani part of his kingdom, and from thence fent Jf 
tirely de- pharbm /, one of his chief favourites, to conclude a pract 

j Rrmans upon any terms. The Romans demanded, 
Qaleriu that five of the Perftan provinces fhould he ceded to them, 

MM* A ■ - _ _ 


feated bv 


with tli 


• I — * 

fo as to make the Tigris the boundary between the two em¬ 


pires ; and the Perfians agreeing to this, a peace was con¬ 
cluded, which Jailed till the latter end of the reign of Con- 
fiantinc , when the Peril,ms broke it, in hopes of recovering 
what they now gave up. 

Not long after, Conjiantine gained a great victory over the 
Aiemar.ni , near Lang res in Gaul, cutting fixty fbouiand oi 
them in pieces. The year in which this happened was re¬ 
markable for a great dearth, which prevailed in moil provin- 


Diode Fl 


ccs of the empire; and the next year, 
being together in Bithynia , fet on foot the moil cruel perfe- 
cution the Chriftians had yet fullered. This tenth and lull 

t « f ' t I • I 


• * 


non. 


Year of 
Rome 1053 

of ChrijL 

3 °I. 

The tenth 
general 

perf cu- general perfection raged ten whole years, with a fury not 

to be expreifed. 

About this time one Eugeni us a {Turned the title of empe¬ 
ror in Syria , and, with about five hundred men, whom he 
commanded, went ftrait to Antioch , and entered it that fame 
day, towards the evening, without oppofition, there being 
no garrifon in the place, and the inhabitants being quite un¬ 
applied of his revolt : but when he began to ad as emperor, 
the whole city rofe, and failing upon the rebels, for the 
moft part intoxicated with wine, killed them all to a man 

Thus the empire of Eugenius began and 


before midnight, 
ended the fam 


Diocleji- 
an's cruel¬ 
ty to the 
Antiochi- Seleuda , from 


h ave 

of 


ar.s 


ended the fame day. Diodefian , who ought rather to hr 
rewarded than punifhed the Anticchians , without any form 
law, commanded the chief magistrates of that city, and of 
Seleuda , from whence Eugenius let out, to be executed, as 
if they bad been privy to the confpiracy ; which rendered him 
infinitely odious to all Syria. 

Towards the end of this year, Diodefian and Maximum, 
with their two Cmfirs, Conjlaniius and Galenas, repaired to 
Rome, and there enjoyed the honour of a triumph, which the 

r lit «*• '1 1.1 t.t» • n_• _ 



on 


account 


longer, 
which had incrcafed 


of 


5 -' ^ 1 

a 


he refolved to refign the 


to which he was fubjeit, and 
ik’ii greatly of la re, 
empire, and betake himfelf to a private life : and, as il his 
own refignation had not been funicient, he perluaded, and 
Diedeficn in a manner compelled his a Hoc i ate Maximum to do the 

and ?!nx- 


!ame 


am:an re- uv 


bv 1 


# * ! - 
llvl i 


fo that, all things having been fettled between them 

rs, both the emperors rdigned the fovereignty on the 

fiime 
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Milan , and D 
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after the former had reigned fomewhat above eighteen, and 
the latter twenty years. Many authors extol this act or Di- fign the 
ode jinn as a fhining inllance ot greatnels, generofitv, and empire, 
contempt of human grandeur ; but Laflantins , in a piece 
lately recovered from darknefs, allures us, that this refigna- Year of 
lion was wholly owing to the contrivances of G.drrius, who, Rome 1057 
coming to Nicomediajhortly after a great ficknefs of the em- of Cbrift 
peror’s, threatened him with a civil war if he refufed to re- 
fign, as he had done Maximan before ; and that Diodefian , 
finding himfelf declining in years and authority, molt un¬ 
willingly complied with his demand. However that may 
be, we are allured by many, that, after his refignation, he re¬ 
tired to a country feat, in the neighbourhood of Raima in 


305 
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Dalmatia , and there palled the remainder of his life, that is. 


near nine years, m fuch content and happinefs, amufing 
himfelf with cultivating a garden, that he would often 


N 


Maxii 


to Jce the beauty cf the ft 


r a 
fay. 


fuade him to join 
them this anlwer 


to per¬ 


il® 


might Jhcw you the colivorls which 1 have planted, with my own 
hands: I am fare you would never more mention the empire to 

an was about eighty years old when he died, f^ath of 


me .• Diodefian was anout eignty years c 
He was deined with the ufual folemnities. 


ich 


CHAP. V. 

From the Refer nation of Diodefian, to the Removal of the 
Imperial Seat to Conftantinople, by Con (hm tine the 
Great •, which proved the great eft Step towards the 
Rain of the Roman Empire. 


CONSTANTIUS and GALERIUS. 


r the refignation of Diodc j 
Ctsfars , Confantius and Gi 


Confl, 


acknowledged emperors. Coii/l 


were univerfaliy us and Ga- 



c, 




y 


lied to the emperor Claudius , virtuous, valiant, a liable, and characters 
merciful. The latter was ignoble, furlv, incontinent, cruel, 

Slid a barbarous pcrfecutor of the Chi iliians. but at the fame 


tune 
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Ccnjian- time remarkably brave. While Dioclcfian reigned, his 


it us. 


common prudence preferred peace between them. 



un 

After hi. 

refignaticn, to prevent ail difputes that might arife, thc\ 
agreed to make a diftincf and independent divinon of the cm- 
They di- pire between them. Conjlantius had the weftern parts; 
vide 'the namely? Italy, Sicily , in oft of Africa, Spain, Gaul , Britain, 

• \ rT \ 7 * - v _ n _ . n_n n 


empire 

between 

them. 


nd Germany ; and Gala-ins the eaftern and largeft fliare: viz 
Illyricum, Pcmnonia , Thrace, Macedonia , all the provinces o 
Greece , and the Afta ; together with Egypt, Syria , 7 ;,-. 

*£«?, and all the Eafh Gonllantius , who wilhed rather tc 
govern well than to govern much, thinking his portion. 

. * i . i i n n«tt. .__ 1 _ y . r i ^ *t 1 * i 

and pa- 


though the leaft, ftiil too ggeat a burden for his mild at 
cific temper; after this divifion, voluntarily refigned < 

>• * X • i r I i 1 t • r 1 ^ • % 


to Gfi¬ 


ler i us Africa and Italy , and contented himfelf with GW, 
Spain, Britain, and his part of Germany. On the othei 
hand, Galerius, finding, by this increafe of his dominions, 
the affairs of the empire become difficult for him to manage 
with fecurity to himfelf, made choice of two affiftants, and 
created them Cafars. The one was Severus, to whom he al¬ 
lotted the government of Italy and Africa and the other, 
his fifter’s fon Max unin, to whom he gave the government of 
Maximin the Eaft in Afia; referving to himfelf all the provinces be- 


Galerius 
creates Se- 

and 


*uerus 


CaJ'ars. 


qualities 
of Con- 


longing to Illyricum and Greece: fo that the world, we may 
fay, was governed by four heads j the emperors Conjlantius 
and Galerius , and the Cafars Severus and Maximin, who were 
both dependents on Galerius. 

Excellent Conjlantius was about fifty-four years of age when he en¬ 
tered upon the government, which he managed to the gene¬ 
ral fatisfa&ion of all men, preferving his provinces free from 

Jianti us. all difturbances during his fhort reign. The Gauls almoll 

adored him before he was emperor; for his prudence had 
flickered them from the diftruftful policy of Dioclefum , and 
the bloody rafhnefs of Maximian. His chief defire was, that 
his fubjeefs fhould enjoy the fruit of their labour and induf- 
try ; often faying. That it was hotter the wealth of a country 
Jhould circulate among the people, than be locked up in the coff ers of 

He 


a prince. 
fo fearful of 


Ic fo little affected pomp and fplcndor, and was 
burdening his people, that, if at any time he 
gave an entertainment, he was obliged to borrow plate for 
the ufc of his table. Dioclcfian , thinking he carried his ten- 
dernefs for his fubjccls too far, lent perfons on purpofe to re¬ 
proach him with his poverty in never having any money by 
him. Conjlantius heard them with patience, and, after de- 
iiring them to ftay with him a little time, intimated his wants 
to the people, who, in a few hour% brought him, of their 
own accord, an immenfe treafure. He then defired the de¬ 
puties to relate what they had feen, and to let their mafter 
know, Thai the love of the people tv as the richejl and furcjl trea¬ 
fure of the prince . When "they were gone, he lent for thofe 
who had fo readily affifted him, thanked them, and returned 
to every one v/hat they had brought. He favoured the 

Chriftians* 
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Chriftians, not fuffering any injury to be offered them. Cmfism - 
However, being urged by Gcllerius , he once politicly pre- this. 
tended to perfecute them ; and commanded all the officers of 1 —f 
his houfhold, who were Chriftians, to change their religion, He fa- 
or quit their employments : but, when fome of them did fo, vours the 
he difmifled them from his fervice, faying, Thai thofe who were Chriftians 
nit true to their God, would never be faithful to their prince. 

Confantius , in the fecond year of his reign, pafted over paflesover 
into Britain and refuted at York-, where, falling fick, he began into Bri¬ 
to be much concerned for the fafety of his fon Confantine, tain, 
who, for feveral years, had been kept at the court "of Dio- 
cleftan , as a pledge of his father’s fidelity; and, fmee his re¬ 
flation, at that of Galerius. Galerius hated Confantius , and 
was jealous of his fon, whom he would have removed by a 
violent death, but that he knew the army loved Confantine, 
and would revenge it. He therefore endeavoured to get rid 
of him by treachery, expofing him, to that end, to feveral 
dangers, under various pretences : but Providence preferved 
him. His father had often fent for him, and had been as of- and fends 


ten denied ; and now, in this fteknefs, he had renewed his for his foa 
importunity : fo that Galerius , being afhamed any longer to Conftau- 
refufe his reafonable requeft, gave him leave to go; and, tine, 
fully determined to prevent his ever reaching Britain, ordered 
him to come the next morning to receive his final inftruc- 
tions. But Confantine , as foon as Galerius was gene to reft, who 
fet out with all poflible fpeed, and, for feveral days, ham- cfcapes 
ftringed, or killed, all the horfes he did not make ufe of, from Ga» 
that no one might overtake him. Galerius calling for him lerius to 
the next day, and underftanding that he was gone, lent le- him. 
veral meflengers in purfuit of him; but hearing foon after 
that all the poft-horfes were difabled, he flew into a violent 
paffion of rage and grief. In the mean time, Conjlantine tra¬ 
velled with the utmoft fpeed, and arrived at York , where he 
found his father paft recovery. Confantius died a few days The death 
after, in the fixty-fixth year of his age, after he had been of Con- 
Cesfar fifteen years, and emperor almoft two. He bequeathed ft ant ins » 
the empire to his fon Confantine , who declared he would not who be- 
accept it without the confent of the other princes, to whom queaths 
he immediately wrote, acquainting them with the death and theempire 
laft will of his father. But the foldiers, impatient of delay, to Con- 
proclaimed him emperor the very day his father died, and, ftantine. 
the firft time he appeared in public, faiuted him Av.gufus, and Year of 
forced him to put on the purple. Romeiocf. 


C O N- 
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Constantine the Great, Galerius, & c \ 


Conjlan > CONSTJ NT 1 N E, who was thus proclaimed emperor 

tine :he Q f the Weft by the unanimous confent of the foldiery in Bri~ 
Great,em- tain, now about thirty-fix years of age. He was a prince of 
peror of moft promifing virtues and accomplifhments, of profound po- 
the Weft. ]j C y an( f capacity, and no lefs modeft than magnanimous. 

According to the moft general opinion, he was born in Bri¬ 
tain , of Helena, the firft wife of Conftantius , a Briti/h prin- 
cefs, defervedly extolled by all the Chriftian, and particularly 
the ecclefiaftical, writers. For a coniiderable time, he con¬ 
tented himfelf with the title of Ccefar , not immediately af- 
luming that of Jugufus, or emperor, expecting that the fe- 
nior emperor would fend him that title ; but in vain : for, as 
foon as his image, wreathed with the imperial laurel, was 
prefented to Galerius , he was fo enraged, that he condemned 
Galerius lt an[ { t h c mefienger to the flames ; but was difluaded by his 
aliowshim f r j cn( f s from putting that defign in execution : and, that6V- 

only the ft an tinc might at leaft feem to hold his authority of him, he 
title of ■ • " • ■ • • • • ’ ^ ^ 

Ccefar, 


fent him the purple, and gave him the title of Ccefar: but, 
at the fame time, he created Severus emperor, and gave him 
and makes j ia [y anc j yfj r ' iCa - which hegeverned with an abfolute fway; op- 

Severus preiixne the people with endlefs taxes, and praclifingunheard 


emperor. cruc ] t j es upon fuch as were not able to comply with his 


Maxentius 


unjuft demands. 


This occafioned great difturbances in all the cities of Italy, 
proclaim- ^ ut e fpecially at Rome: which Maxentius laying hold of, 
edempe- cau f e( j himlelf to be proclaimed emperor by the diflatisfial 
t° r * foldiery and people, who hated Severus. Maxentius was the 

fon of Maxim:an , by one Euiropia , a Syrian. He was proud, 
arrogant, cruel, deformed, abandoned to every vice, and 
hated by all but the foldiers in Rome , who loved him becaufe 
he indulged them in all forts of outrages and diforders. The 
news of this revolt no fooner reached the Eaft, where Ge.lc- 
rius then was, than he difpatchcd a mellenger to Severus, 
injoining him to haften with all his forces to Rome, to fup- 
prefs the new ufurper. On the other hand, Maxentius had 
recourfe to his. father Maxim:an, who, tempted by the pro- 

,’cring the empire, which he had unwillingly re- 

Maxim:an fjrr ne( l ? furTered himfelf to be proclaimed emperor a Tecond 
resumes 


fpeef cf recov 


o 

time 


by thc fenare and people of Rome ; and received the 
the em- purple at the hands of his ion. In thc mean time Severus , 
pit®* leaving Milan, where he then was, drew towards Rome with 

a powerful army: but- confifting of troops which two years 
before had belonged to Maximum, the father of Maxentius, 


tn 


r* 


were eaiiiy gained over by the latter, and defected Se- 
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wits, who thereupon betook himfelf to flight, and, with a Csnftan- 
fewon’y who remained faithful to him, (hut himfelf up in tine. 
Ravenna, which Maximian immediately inverted. The place 
! was well fortified, and might eafily have held out till Galerius 
could have relieved it: but Severus, diftrufting his own men, 
and relying upon the folemn promifes of Maximum, furren- Severus 
dered to him the city, and the purple, with which he had fbbmits to 
been inverted about a year and nine months before. Maxi- him, and 
man, unmindful of his oaths, carried him to Rome, and, af- is mut¬ 
ter keeping him prifoner fome time, put him to death. dered. 

While thefe things parted in Italy, Conjlantine was bufied in 
fettling the affairs of Britain, Spain, and Gaul, and in de¬ 
fending themagainrt the barbarians. His father, Conjlantius, 
had no fooner retired into Britain, than the Franks , forgetful 
of their oaths, invaded Gaul, and committed dreadful ra¬ 
vages. Conjlantine, who had before rtgnalifed himfelf under 
the emperors Dioclefian and Galerius , in their wars with the 
Germans , Goths, Sarmatians , and Perjians, now marched 
againft thefe new enemies, defeated them in a pitched bat- Covjlan- 
tle, and took prifoners two of their kings, whom, fome fay, timoxtzr- 
he caufed to be thrown to wild hearts, in order to intimi- comes the 
date that perfidious people, regardlefs, even then, of the molt Franks* 
facred ties. Eutropius adds, that he treated in the like man¬ 
ner the kings of tne Allcmans, who were in confederacy with 
the Franks, and fell into his hands in this war. 

Maximian , fenfible that Galerius would not let the death 


of Severus pafs unrevenged; and at the fame time anxious 
to regain his former dignity; after trying in vain to engage 
his old partner Dioclefian in the fame enter prize, refolved to 
llrengthen himfelf with the alliance of Conjlantine, who now 
enjoyed a profound peace in Gaul. Having therefore fortified 
Rome with many new works, and put it in a condition of 
fuftaining a long fiege, he left Italy , and went to confer with 
Conflantine in Gaul ; where he perfuaded him to marry his and mar- 
danghter Faujia, and to change his title of Cafar into that of nesFauJla 

Aunt jins. 

In the mean time, Galerius entered Italy with a powerful Year of 
army, but not fufficient to befiege Rome , as he intended. Roincjo$() 
He was therefore obliged to return back, and in his retreat o fChriji 
he laid wafte the country far and wide, to prevent the enemy 307. 
from purfuing him, and allowed his foldiers to commit un¬ 
heard of cruelties and diforders. Maximian, who was ftill in 


Gaul, did all he could to perfuade Conjlantine to purfue him : 
but finding that prince no way inclined to engage in fo dan¬ 
gerous a war, he repaffed the Alps, and returned to Rome ; 
where he reigned fome time jointly with his fon, butwaslefs 
refpe&ed, and not fo readily obeyed. Piqued at this, he re¬ 
folved to deprive Maxentius of the empire $ not doubting but 
the troops which had lately abandoned Severus, and had for¬ 
merly belonged to him, would favour his attempt, Accord- 

ingly 
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Conjlan- ingly he tried them : but finding, not only that he was greatly 



ct 


tine, miffaken in his hopes, but that both the foldiery and people 

were fo incenfed againft him for his unnatural behaviour 
that his life was no longer in fafety among them, he left 
Ro?nc , and haftened back into Gaul ; wl ?re he complained 
to Conjlantine , that his fon had expelled him. Conjlantine paid 
little regard to his complaint ; whereupon he repaired to Ga¬ 
lenas, the declared enemy of his fon, to regulate with him, 
as he pretended, the public affairs .* but, in reality, to watch 
n opportunity of difpatching him, and feizing his provinces; 
for which, however, no favourable occafion offered. On 
the contrary, he was obliged to authorize with his prefence 
Licinius the promotion of Licinius , whom Galenas created emperor in 
created the room of Severus. Licinius was a native of Dacia, of mean 
emperor, parentage, though he pretended to derive his pedigree from 

the emperor Philip. He was a declared enemy to all learn- 
His cha- ing; cruel, violent, haughty, infamoufly debauched, and in- 
xadler. fatiably covetous; but brave, and experienced in the art of 

war. Maximin , nephew to Galerius , jealous of this promo¬ 
tion of Licinius , preffed his uncle to raife him alfo to the 
fame rank. Galerius could not be prevailed upon to grant his 
requeft ; but, to content him, he contrived a new title, or¬ 
dering, that he and Conjlantine fhould, for the future, be 
ftiled Fill: Augujrcrum , fons of emperors. Maximin pre¬ 
tended to be fatisfied with this new mark of diftinclion ; but, 
Maximin in the mean time, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor 
cauies by his army in the Eaft ; affuring his uncle, by letter, thal 
himfelf to the troops had faluted him Augijlus without his confent, 
be pro- This gave Galerius great uneafinefs: but, ncverthelefs, not 
claimed thinking it advifable to quarrel with his- nephew about the 
emperor, title he had ufurped, he confirmed it, and at the fame time 

granted it to Conjlantine , who was thus, through the ambi- 
Covjlan- tion of another man, acknowledged emperor in all the pro- 


tine ac¬ 
know¬ 
ledged 
emperor 


vinces of the empire ; which, by this means, was governed 
at the fame time by fix different princes : namely, Maximi- 
an , Galerius , 

tins. 


Licinius , Maximin , Conjlantine , and Maxen- 


by Galeri- Shortly after this, Maximian , thinking himfelf negle&ed 

by Galerius , left lllyricum , and privately withdrew to Con¬ 


us. 


Jlantine , in Gaul , with a defign to lay hold of the firff oppor 
tunity to difpatch him, and caufe himfelf to be acknow¬ 
ledged in his room. The better to deceive him, he quitted 
the purple a fecond time, declaring, that he would no longci 
concern himfelf with public affairs. His treafonable defign 
was foon difeovered ; upon which he fled to Marfeilles, when 
he was purfued, befieged, and ftripped of his imperial robe: 
by Conjh 'ratine ; who, finding himfelf daily expo fed to new 
plots and confpiracies, at length oould allow him no greatci 
eath mercy than to chuff his own death ; which, Labi anti us tell: 
of Me xi- us, was hanging : a fate he had long before deferved for hi: 

many cruelties, particularly to the Chriflians. 

Thy 
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v.nan . 
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mis y^« — s jl ». was leizea with Cm Ran - 

j. moft dreadful dikemper, an ulcer in his privy parts; which, tine 
increafing daily, in fpite of all the art and (kill of the beft 1 — 4 _i 
phvficians and fiurgeons,, became incredibly naufeous both Galerius 
to the fight and lmell. His thighs putnfied by degrees, his feized 
belly was confumed, his bowels laid open, the whole mafs with a 
of his blood corrupted, and he was devoured alive by infinite dreadful 
(Warms of worms and vermin, with fuch infupportable tor- diftemper. 
ments, that he often endeavoured to kill himfelf, and even 
caufed fome of his phyficians to be put to death becaufe their 
remedies were ineffectual. He languilhed in this condition a 
full year; during which he began to reflect on his cruelties to 
the innocent Chriftians ; and, in confequence thereof, pub- 
lifiied an edi&, ordering a flop to be put to the perfection. 

He died at Sardica^ the metropolis of New Dacia , and was His death, 
deified with the ufual ceremonies. Before he expired, he 


tine. 


commended to Licinius his wife Valeria 
lefian ; and Candidianus , his natural 


Sp 


natural fon. 

s. Conjlantim 


Maximin , Cafe 


¥ 


h- Year of 
he Rome 1061 
ho of Cbrijl 
lad 309. 


Licin 


Afi 


Afia and the Eaft ; and Maxcntius 


room of Galerius , and peaceably took upon him the fame fucceeds 


provinces ; 


Conjl 


of the empire, with great fuccefs and profperity. Having in the em- 
reigned about fix years, he began to be highly concerned for pire. ' 

.1 •. r T\ i*i u • r 1 1 1 « * 


city 


Maxen 


tins: and, being ftrongly follicited by an embafly from the fe- 
nate and people of that city, he took a refolution, worthy 
of fo great a mind, to march againfl: the tyrant. He had no Conjl an - 
i’ooner determined this, than, like a prudent man, he began tine's ex- 
to think on fome affiftance beyond the meer ftrength and pedition 
courage of his army j and ferioufly revolved within himfelf againfl: 


fhould 


Hejuftly ccnfidered the fatal mifearriages of his predeceffors. 
who had violently promoted the worfhip of a multiplicity of 
gods; the fallacioufnefs of the oracles by which they had 
oeen deluded; and the fuccefs which had always attended 
his father Conjlantius , who acknowledged only one Supreme 
Being. At the fame time he obferved, that fuch of his pre- 
deceifors as had perfecuted the Chriftians, the adorers of this 
God, had mifearried in moft of their undertakings, and pe- 
rilhed by an untimely end: whereas, his father, who coun¬ 
tenanced and protedfed them, had been uncommonly fuccef- 
ful in all his wars, and ended his life in the arms of his chil¬ 
dren. He therefore refolved to have recourfe to the God of 
his father, and adhere to him alone. To Him therefore he 
addrelfed himfelf with great humility and fervour, befeeching 

Him 
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C on ft an- Him to make Himfelf known to him, and to affiR him in hj 
tine. prefent expedition. Heaven heard his prayer in a manner al- 

-v~—' together miraculous ; which, however incredible it may an. 

pear to foine, Eufebius allures us, he received from the eta. 
peror’s own mouth, who folemnly confirmed the truth of'ji 
A miracu- with his oath. As he was marching at the head of hi 
a p- troops, in the open fields, when the fun was declining 
pe:xu:ce. there fuddenly appeared in the heavens a pillar of light 

in the form cf a crofs, with this infeription upon, 0 
about, it. In this conquer. This was a very furprifiiw li^h 
both to Conjlaniine and his whole army; and the comman¬ 
ders and officers, prompted by their priefls and loothfayers, 
looked upon it as an inaufpicious omen, portending a ven 
unfortunate expedition : but it made fo happy an imprefior 
upon the emperor’s mind, that, being farther encouraged In 
vifions that night, he caufed the nexfday a royal flandardtc 
be made like that which he had feen in the heavens, and tc 
be borne before him in his wars, as an enlign of his victor 
and fafety. After this, he fent for feveral Chriflian bilhops! 
in order to be infiru£lcd by them in the my denes oftheir re- 
Conftan- ligion. He hearkened to them with the utmoft refpetR, and 
tine em- believed what they told him of the divinity, incarnation, anc 
braces the death of our Saviour. His example was followed by all hi; 
Chriftian family; and the church of Christ was happily delivered 
religion, from the cruel perfecution under which it had groaned foi 

near three hundred years. 

enters The next year, Conjlantine entered Italy at the head of an 
Italy, and army of about ninety thousand foot and eighty thoufaml 
incamps horfe ; and, after reducing feveral cities which oppoied him, 
before in a fhort time advanced almoR to the walls of Rome , incamp- 
Rofne. ing his army in a large plain before that city. This formi¬ 
dable approach roufed Maxcntius , who had given himfelf up 
to eafe, luxury, and magic, dividing his hours between plca- 
fure and fuperRition. fie never went out of the city, and 
feldom out of the palace ; but was fo excefiively lazy and in¬ 
active, that, to remove only to the Sallujlian gardens, tho’ 
to enjoy a new feene of pleafure, was accounted a journey 
and an expedition. But now, finding hi it) felf obliged to leave 
the city, he plied the altars with facrifices, and commanded 
tjie Sybillinc books to be fearched. The anfwer brought him 
was. That the great enemy of Rome would perijb that day: 
which he under Rood of Conjlaniine , and applied the fucceis 
to himfelf. Leaving therefore all things in.the beR poRure 
he could, he quitted the city, and advanced againR Conftan- 
tine with far more numerous forces, his army coniiRing of 
one hundred and feventy thoufand foot, and eighteen thou- 
fand horfe ; a great part of whom, being Romans and Itali¬ 
ans , and having confequently felt his tyranny, wiihed no 
other than to fee him fail. However, the engagement was 
fierce and bloody j till victory, after hovering a while, refted 

on 
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on Conft anting s fide, for the enemy’s cavalry being routed, 
the whole army fled, and thinking to efcape the neareft 
way, by a bridge of boats which Maxentiin had built over 
tbe Tiber^ and had contrived with fecret fprings and engines, 
to drown Conflantine if he palled that way, were caught in 
their own fnare. Maxentius himfclf was among thole that 
fell. His body being found, his head was cut off, and 
carried upon a pole before the army. 

Couihuiine having obtained this glorious victory, with no 
•meat loIs on his fide, the fenator’s and people of Rome, 
with their wives and children, came out of the city to re¬ 
ceive him ; and with infinite acclamations filed him their 
father, their faviour, and author of all their happinefs. In 
this manner he was conducted into Rowe , every one re¬ 
founding his praifes : but he, affuming nothing to himfelf, 
aferibed all the glory of his fuccefs to God alone; and in 
the right hand of all the ftatues that were erected to his ho¬ 
nour by decree of the fcnate, he eaufed to be placed the fi¬ 
gure of thecrofs, with the fame infeription he had feen in 
the heavens: only to one he had likewife an infeription, 
intimating, that under the influence of that victorious crofs, 
Cmjlantine had delivered the city from the yoke of tyra 
cal power, and had reftored to the fenate and peopl 
Rome their ancient fplendor and glory. About this time, 
v/f are told, that he commanded, by a public ediCt, that no 
man fhouhl for the future fuffer the death of the Crofs, 


S6l 

The de¬ 
feat and 
death of 
Max in - 

tins. 

Year of 
Rotnei 1 iq , 
of Chnit 
308. 

Con ft 


at:- 


tins enter 1 * 
Rom* 


of 


which, till then, had been looked upon as the molt igno¬ 
minious of alb 

Having fettled the affairs of the city, and cnaClcd fevcral jj e p r0 _ 
wife and juft laws ; to ffievv his gratitude for the power he te ft s t h e 
had received, he began to beftow many favours and gifts (jlmflians 
upon the Chriffians, building them churches and places of 


prayer, 


and endowing them with 


revenues and means for 


the maintenance of the priefts and minifters, and with ne- 

celun ies and ornaments for divine fervicc. Shortly after this - 

victory, he and Licln'ni^p whom he married his lifter Con- u s P 
fXuitia , with one eonfiSnt ifiued put their decrees through all |. on ^ r ‘ 
tiie provinces and cities of the empire, commanding that the fCU 1 
Chriffians ffiould be eafed from all grievances, made fiee. 


and received into all offices and placesol authority; which 
nmv put an entire flop to that great perfecution begun by 
Dhde'lwi ren years before. Thcle decree.-, being lent into 


the Eaft, wete likewife obeyed by Jvlo.xinii 7, though with 
great reluctance ; he being a mortal enemy to the Chriffians. 


Maxhrxn^ who governed in the Laff, ieemg him.elf rich Max:mm 
2nd powerful, accounted it a dishonour to him to be in- invades 


ff-i ior to Lie:r:ii:s or Coxftaniine ; and therefore affuming the 
title of /i7:?ujhis and emperor, and revoking the privileges 
granted to" the chriffians, he began to declare himfelf an 

to Licinius , who commanded in the pro- 


ihccmtnrf 


enemy, elpcciaiiy 

Vo l. IV. 


O o 


v 1 n ccs 
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TORY 


is totally 
defeated 

by Lid- 

nius* 


vinces neareft to his. Trufting to the multitude of his 

troops, he began a fevere war againft him, both by fea and 
land. After ieveral ikirmifhes, the two armies cametoa 
general battle, in which Maxhnhis forces were overthrown 

and purfued with fuch fury, that moft of them were cut in 


Thofe 


Max, min 


pieces- 

cfcaped by flight, difguiftng himfelf till he could arrive at a 
place of feci.my. Then, feeing how he had been deluded 
by his magicians and pagan priefts, he put many of them to 
death, and frying all means toappeale the divine vengeance 
ilTued out decrees in favour of the Christians, allowing them 
liberty to build churches, and to ofixeiat:' as they r. ought 
fit. Having again levied coniiderabie forces, he refo. vsd to 
try his fortune in a fecond battle, when heaven wasmemed 
to fruftrate all his deiigns by his death, lid l a:-;lid:i n; him 
with excruciating pains and torments all over ni/ou.ly. 
which 1 ailed fevcral days. 


during 


which he couhi 


, . . .... neu ier 

riisdeatu. eat, drink, nor fleep, and at length his eyes {la: ;: j out of 


aft 


out 


his head, io that he died raging and in dcipair ; 
miferable, end for fuch a bloody tyrant, who had bee., v r,e 
of the moft barbarous perfecutors of the church, whit ; 


this, began to flour ifn exceedingly, and the Chiiitians, far 
tome time, enjoyed peace and profperity. 


Conjlant 


now remained foie lords and em¬ 


perors of the Roman dominions : only the latter 1 with 


had 


mperor 


foon put an end to his life and empire ; after which, being 
in full pofiefiion of the Eaft, he punifhed the minifters of 
Maxi min s c 


r f< 


Ale. 


fnander in Africa , rebelled, and ufurped the title and au¬ 
thority of emperor. Cotiftantine fent againft him an army 
from Rome , which coming to an engagement, Alexander was 


Alexav.- 


defeated 


By this means the whole empire 

- - ft 


was 


j uimct ui; tuii'iiiduu c.0 

dand tne V 1A ’ ere equal in dignity, yet the valour and reputation of 

Con/fa mine was far gi eater, and he was much more beloved 
and efteernec by all men, thin Llcinius. Conflanline refided 
chief!;/ at Rome, ad mi mitring juft ice witii wiftlom and dif- 

and daily enriching 


featc 
killed. ' 
Ccr.jlan- 

tine and 
Lie ini Us 
remain 
m alters of 
the em¬ 
pire. ’ 

Wicked 

pra-^" 
of Ltcini 
us. 


cretion, 'reading the Holy Scripture 


°5 


vjt 


the world, having now the whole Eaftern 


nftantinc 


at his 


command, began to fti 
heartily efpouftng the cn 



empire 

proper colours, 
d exprefslyfor- 

hidding the Cbriftian blfhopsto vilit the houfes of the Gen¬ 
tiles, for - fear they fhoulo promote the propagation of chrif* 
tianity. Not fatisfied with this, he raifed a bloody perfe¬ 
ction againft the Chriftians, whom he purfued with the 

made ufe of ftveral trea¬ 
cherous 


moft horrid cruelties. 
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conftaticy and ingratitude of Licinius, a 
peifiJioufnefs ana hypocrify, Goujiantln 


he both envied and hated ; contriving all imaginable me¬ 
thods to deftroy him. In companion-to the deplorable con¬ 
dition of the Chriftians, and to ehaftiie the tnonftions in- 

s well as his horrid 

, . . ... ^_ ae refoived upon an 

expedition againft him. Great preparations were made on 
both lides: the two emperors and their armies met nearCV- 
balca, in Pannonia, and a battle enfued, in which Licinius 
was utterly defeated, with the lofs of twenty thoufahd of 
his be(l troops. Licinius fled to Sirmium, and from thence 
with his wife, children, and treafures, into Dacia, where 
he raifed to the dignity of Cccj'ar one of his officers, bv name 

a * 17 * j's *• 1 rr \ • \ . I- • • 


• • 


dVar be 
tween 


? . 


Martian. 


Da 


Ci ,. • in¬ 
line and 
Licinius. 
Licinius 

defeated. 


fembled a fee on d army, far more numerous than the former. R a jf es a 

In the mean time Coifhniins, making his fons Crifbus and 
v* n _ /'_ f •_1 .. _ , _ • *■ 1 ^ icLuna ar- 


CaJ'ars, feized on the provinces of Dacia. Mafn 


Macedonia, and others in Europe, which were fubjed to 'Li- p e ' a ‘ ce Co ' 

chi'nis, who now began a fecond war, which proved very va- eluded n 
riable and expenfive, and was at lafe terminated by the in- iw VVP » rt 
terceffion of his wife Conjianiia , lifter to Conflantir.e, 

Licinius, ftill burning with envy, loon commenced a new 
war, which was carried on with great violence both by fea 
and land. The two rivals came to a general engagement 
in the province of Bit hymn , and Conjianiins , whofe royal 
banner, fays E if coins, always triumphed, gained a complete 

vidtory, Thirty three thoufand of the enemy were killed p. tctalJv 
upon the fpot, and the reft fled with great precipitation and 
diforder. Licinius, with . what few forces he could rally, 
efcaped in the night to Byzantium, and from thence to Ni- 
ccmeclia, whither Ctnflantim purfued and befieged him. Con- Rellgns 
Jhnitia interpofed again, and prevailed on Conjlantir.e to grant the em- 


thero. 

Licinius 

breaks it. 


Dire. 

k 


V 4 • • A f « 4/ I m 

Licimus his life, upon condition that he furrendcred the fo- 
vereignty, and agreed to lead a private life. We are told, j s p U t tc | 
that Conjhintine confirmed thefe conditions by oath, and fent death bv 
Licinius to Dhcfjalonica : but afterwards fearing a rebellion, C-.nHan- 
or rather, finding him actually engaged in one, he com- fine's or- 

tTIO Mfl A/1 li 1 H - ! f o *-% % 1 4 * rl t ♦ 1\ /I// /rv^ i \ V h O ITl ^ cltl '*t j\|* 
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the emperor Licinius , after a reign of near fix teen years. 

By the death of Licinius , Corjiantine became foie monarch 
?f the Roman empire ; and his reign being for fom 
tended with an univerfal peace and fecurity, chriftiuniiy and 
nil arts flouriftied and increafed daily. He was generally be¬ 
loved and much honoured by bis Objects, tor his juftice and p atr0 _ 
clemency; and no lefs dreaded by the barbarous nations, 
for his conduct and valour, but he was moftof all efteemed 
and admired by the Chriftians in ail countries, whofe afimrs 
he now promoted wiih gieater vigour than ever. He beftov.’- 
d many extraordinary benefits, privileges, and donations 
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upon the biftiops and churches, and, in general, upon all 
Chriftians. He entirely abolifhed all laws and edidts that 
had ever been made to their prejudice, and exprefsly forbid 
the building of any more temples to the Gods of the Pagans. 
He alfo commanded, that in all the provinces of the empire, 
the orders of the biftiops fhould be ftridlly obferved; and 
to fuchof them as had not a competency for their fubfifter.ee, 
he afligned incomes to maintain them during their lives. 
He not only took care of the Chriftians in the empire, but 
ufed fuch methods by his ainbafladors and otherwife, that, 
in Perfect , and other countries, they were not opprefied as 
formerly: fo that the gofpel was propagated in many parts 
of the world, by the means of this pious emperor. Hut irt 
this great profperitv of the church, its peace was highly dif- 
turbed, and its purity greatly corrupted, by thehercfies and 
errors of the famous sbins , a prieft in Alexandria, which, 
in nine or ten years time, became fo prevalent in many pro¬ 
vinces, that the emperor was obliged to interpofq his au¬ 
thority. To this end, he refolved to cail in the aftiftance of 
the wdiole Chriftian church, and, with that view, fent his 
letters to all parts of the Chriftian world, fummoning the 
biftiops and clergy to meet at an appointed day at Nice, the 
metropolis of Bitbynia in the Idler Afia. This w’as the fiift 
The fir ft general council commanded by human authority. To it 
general repaired three hundred and eighteen biftiops, belides an innu- 
council at merable company of prcibyters and deacons, together with 
Nice. the emperor himtelf, in great pomp. All this number, cx- 
Year of ce pt about feventeen, unanimoufly condemned the herefy 
Chrift 325 0 f Arius , who, proving refractory, was fentenced to ba- 

nifhment, together with feveral others who would not re¬ 


nounce his tenets. 

Con flan- J n the fame year Conflantine conferred the dignity of Ccrfar 
tine gives on his foil Con/lantius, who was the fecond he had by Faujia, 
the title of and fent him into Gaul , to defend that nation againft the 
Cc/efar to incurfions of the Barbarians. He likewife celebrated his 
his fecond Vicennalia , or twentieth year of his reign, both at Nicome- 
fon Con- dia and at Rome , and made feveral excellent new laws, par- 
Jiantius. ticularly againft ufury and extortion. And whereas feveral 

complaints were made againft his favourites and particular 
friends, he publifhed an edict, this year, allowing and in¬ 
viting any one to come freely and accufe them, and pro- 
mifing rewards to fuch as made good their affertions. How¬ 
ever, notwithftanding all the goodnefs of his adminiftration, 
we are told that he did, about this time, fome acts which 
gave his enemies room greatly to blacken his reputation. 
Thefe were, his putting io death his foil Cri/fm , and his 
emprefs Faujla , with fomcother friends. Faujia , jealous ol 
the great reputation Crifpus had acquired, and piqued to fee 
hi rrf preferred to her children, falfely accufed him of having 
folicited her to inceft. Some fay, that Ihe chargedhim with 

alpiring to the lovereignty. Be that as it will, Gonjiantmt, 

giving 
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ff - v ; n cr car to the aecufation, and not only forgetting his 

ufii.'U-lemency, butadting contrary to all laws of juftice and 
1 without examining an accufation of fuch imnnrt-- 

a ^ A ^ 


p CU ity, wituouc examining an auuu import- 

aiice without dying the accufed prince room to clear him- 
f ? \f ordered him to be put to death. 


others, that his head was 

* . * . • m * 


Some fay he 
ftruck 


On, in 


was 
the 


noifoned ; wi»v ^ v.y’ ,*-.— r'Zu ccC 

thirtieth, or, as others will have it, only the twenty- hfth 

year of his age. He was a prince of extraordinary endow- Confran- 
ments and univerfally beloved by the people and foldiery, /■ .. 

^ t • 1 __ ^ t nnrl At Hor ninlitifc Ti lf > . 


me puts 


Cril 1 



This excefhve cruelty 


;ftantinc 


* 

Ins em- 


down upon 
brothers, 
foon 


his family the vengeance of heaven: for his ta% 
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ers, his nephews, and his favourite mimirers, 

loon after his death, all mailacred by Con ft anting his 
foil by Fauja, whom he loved and cherifhed above tnc r 
Csr.fieirthe, his eld eft fon, was killed by Conjlans the young 


were* 
fecond 

■eft. 


Con/iatis 


,v no ivi i “■« j-■/-- - : . 

... Ma^entius, Gullits their coufin by Marti us, 

and CoullanUns by 7 t-lian, the brother of Gains. Julian 
per idled in a moft milcrablc manner, and m him ended the 
numerous family of Conjhntlne , which, every one exported, 
would have furniflied the empire with princes for many ages; 
the emperor having three brothers, four Ions, feverai lifters 

and daughters, and nine nephews. 

The dominions of the Romans being now at petfett peace, Conjlan- 

ConP.anti ne refolved to transfer the feat of the empire from//« re- 
Rame to fome other place. Whether it was, becaufe he had fobes to 
been affronted by the people of Rome, for fpeakmg con- transfer 
tcmptiblv of their rites at a feftival, as Zsfmus reports ; or the feat of 

whether, becaufe he would not honour with his court that the em¬ 
place, which had been for many ages the chief ftage of ido- pire. 
latry, and the feene of martyrdom and perfecution; or Year of 
whether, becaufe he thought the Eaftern parts flood m need Rmeuf 

croachments of the Pnjiam, but likewtfe agamft the inroads 3,6. 
of the Northern nations, which, at that time, frequently 

infefted thofe parts ; or whatever efetheoecanonw.ishe, 
fatally for the empire, undertook the buildo-g o* aiK 7 c ‘b? 
for his ufual place of refidence. The firft place he pitched 
upon was between Troas and ancient Julius, on Te cc.aft of 

Jlfia: but afterwards changing his mind, upon a vit u 

’arce the ancient city of Rr^antn-m, and rr.aken the t- o , 
di^uikruiutt.t y Rc extended its He en- 


>r, if he could, thefirft'of the empire. — -- , 

avails from fea to fea, and, with prodigious coft^nd labour, larges and 
irnbellifhed it with a great number oi ftatoy buildu p, **® in ** l,c 

utIakVw n tv 01 


pnbtce city of 
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Byzan- palace no way inferior, in its magnificence and extent, to 
$ium. that of Rome, a capitol, amphitheatre, circus, forums, por¬ 
ticos, and public baths; and then divided the city into 
fourteeen regions, granted the inhabitants great privileges 
and immunities, and provided for their fecurity by many 
wholfome laws. By this means Byzantium became one 
of the moft flouri/hing and populous cities of theempire, 
■whole families flocking thither from all parts, efpecially 
From Bantus , Thrace , and Afia ; Conjlantine having appoint¬ 
ed, by a law enadted this year, that fuch as had lands in 
thofe countries, fhould not be able to difpofe of them, nor 
even leave them at their death to their heirs, unlefs they 
had a houfe in his new city. In imitation of Rome, he took 
ill feven hills, by a wall, which, for height, thicknefs and 
beauty, was the nobleft in the world. Being defirous that 
the city Ihould be inhabited by none but Chriftians, he 
caufed all the idols of the Pagans to be pulled down, and 
their temples to be confecreated to the true God. He alfo 
built an incredible number of new churches, and eredted 
crofles in all the fquares and public places. 

Solemnly When moft of the buildings were finifhed, which was the 
confe- ^ work of about two years, Conjlantine , on the eleventh of 

crates it • May* of the year three hundred and thirty, in the twenty- 

* fifth of his reign, caufed this hew city, by a very folemn 
dedication, to be confecreated, according to Cedrcnus , to 
the Virgin Mary\ but, according to Enfebius, to the God 
of Martyrs. By a law engraven bn a pillar of ftone, and 
placed near his own ftatue in the Strategium , he ordered 
that the city Fhould be thenceforth called New Rome: but, 
notwithftanding this edidt, his name prevailed, and it is to 
equals it this day called Conjlantinop/e. At the fame time he equalled 
to Rome, it to ancient Rome, granting it the fame rights, immunities, 

and privileges, as that metropolis enjoyed. He likewife 
eftablilhed in it a fenate, and other magiftrates, with a 
andmakes power and authority equal to that of the Roman fenate, and 
it the feat declared New Rome, the metropolis of the Eaft, as O/d Rome , 
of empire, was to the Weft. He then fixed his refiidence in this city, 

and his fuccefiors did the fame; by which means the Weftern 
parts became fo negledled, and fell into fuch decline, that, 
about one hundred and foriy-fix years after, they were lorn 
in pieces and deftroyed by the barbarous nations, and Italy 
and Rome itfelf, were plundered and entirely poflcfTeu by the 
Goths. 


His divi- Conjiantine likewife new modelled the empire, dividing it 
lion of the * nto four quarters, over which were four principal gover- 
empire A 01 " 8 called Pretorian Praifedb. Thefc contained fourteen 
" ’ diocefies, each governed by a vicar or lieutenant, under the 

Prefers, refiding at the metropolis of the diccefs ; and the 
cliocelfes were divided into one hundred ana twenty pro¬ 
vinces, each ruled by a prefident, refiding at the chief city 
of the province. In many other cities was an officer called 

Deft-: fa 



OF THE WORLD. 

Defenfor Civitatis . In each of thefe was a bifhop; in every 
chief city of a province was an arehbifhop ; and in the chief 
city of a diocefs, a patriarch. The dioceffes were as fol¬ 
low. i, Britain , with great part of Scotland ', divided 
five provinces. 2. Gaul, containing the prefent, France , 
part of the Low-countries, Germany and Italy , and divided 
into feventeen provinces. 3. HiJpania, o * ’ 


into 






and divided into 


feven provinces, thefe three made up one of the four parts of 

and was ruled bv a Prefe 5 - called Pr 


the empire, 

Pratorio Gall 1 arum. 
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country now called by that name 

. ». t i • r . _ _!__ _ 


to* 


and divided into feven provinces. 5. Rome, containing the 
reft of the prefent Italy, with the iflands, and divided into 




ltlt provinces. 6. ylt'rica , containing the greateft part of 
the country now called Barbary , and divided into fix pro¬ 
vinces. Thefe three made another of the four parts of the 
empire, and was ruled by the PrafcSfus-praterio Italia:. 

7. Illyricum , containing the modern Hungary, Sclavonic 
Bojnia , Croatia, Dalmatia, and part of Germany, divided 
into feven provinces. 8. Dacia, containing the countries 

Walachia, Moldavia , 


now called 


i 


fd 


By far alia. 


Servia, and part of Bulgaria, divided into five provinces. 
9. Macedonia or Greece, containing the prefent Macedonia, 
Janna , Ccmina, Livadia, Morea, and part of Albania, and 
divided into feven provinces. Thefe three made another of 


the four parts, and was ruled by 


■pratorio 


lllyrki. 10. Thrace, containing Romania , and part of Bul¬ 
garia, divided into fix provinces. 11. Pontus, containing 
about half the prefent Natalia, and divided into eleven pro- 

12. Afia, containing moft of the_reft of Natalia - 

eleven 


vinces. 
and divided into 


provinces 


Hoi 1 


I ^ 
\V 


.1 he Orient, con- 


part of Natalia and Arabia, and divided into hi teen provinces. 
14. Egypt , containing all the modern Egypt, with part of 
Barbary , and divided into fix provinces. Thefe fivedioceftes 
made up the laft andgreateft of the four parts of the empire, 
and were governed by the Pr a tori an Pr afoul of the Ea/l. 
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The End cf the Fourth Volume. 



